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PREFACE. 

IN  prefenting  another  volume  to  the  Public,  we 
feel  no  fmall  fatisfadtion  in  having  been  able  to 
fulfil  our  promife  of  €i  giving  a  compact:  and  ener¬ 
getic  account  of  the  French  revolution  down  to  the 
completion  of  the  national  conftitution.”  To  that 
important  fubjedt,  indeed,  we  profefs  to  have  been 
particularly  attentive,  and  we  muft  add  that  we  have 
found  that  part  of  our  work  a  moft  laborious  and 
difficult  talk.  So  much  has  the  fpirit  ofparty  inter¬ 
mixed  itfelfin  the  relation  of  thefe  t  ran  factions,  that 
there  is  not  to  be  found  either  in  French  or  Englifh 
a  fair  and  honeft  narrative.  In  this  country,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  nothing  has  appeared  but  the  moft  incorrect 
and  inaccurate  conjectures,  for  they  fo  ought  rather 
to  be  called  than  narratives  •,  wretched  compilations, 
which  are  as  applicable  to  the  affairs  of  Otaheite  as 
to  thofe  of  France. 

Much  of  the  hiftory  which  we  prefent  to  our 
readers  has  been  collected  from,  or  at  leaft  corrobo¬ 
rated  by,  the  teftimony  of  eye-witneffes,  and  the 
reft  is  drawn  from  the  journals  of  the  national  af~ 
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fembly,  or  from  other  moil  refpedable  fources.  We 
have  endeavoured  to  Hate  fads  with  the  utmoft  im¬ 
partiality  5  and  though  we  profefs  to  be  the  friends 
of  freedom  in  general,  the  reader  will  find  that  we 
have  not  been  fparing  of  our  ftridures  on  the  con- 
dud  of  both  parties,  whenever  the  principles  of 
juftice  were  outraged  ;  and  whenever  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty  was  difgraced,  as  in  too  many  inftances  it  was, 
by  the  populace  of  France  and  their  demagogues. 
One  efted  we  are  led  to  hope  for  confidently  from 
the  reprefentation  we  have  drawn  of  thefe  affairs, 

A. 

which  is,  that  it  will  ferve  to  abate  the  violence  of 
both  parties  on  the  fubjed — Such  is  ever  the  effed 
of  truth.— The  favourers  of  the  French  revolution 
will  learn  from  our  fcatement,  that  though  the  prin¬ 
ciple  is  impregnable,  the  condud  of  the  adors  in  this 
great  event  was  not  always  immaculate  ;  and  thofe 
who  are,  in  the  general,  hoftile  to  it,  may  perhaps 
be  induced  to  allow  that  fuch  an  amazing  change  in 

a  defpotic  government,  the  abufes  of  which  fo  many 

#  \ 

were  interefted  in  preferving,  could  not  be  condud- 
ed  without  fome  ads  of  violence  and  outrage- — 
W  here  the  people  are  to  do  every  thing,  they  will  do 
forne  things  wrong. 

Another  principle  which  a  fair  view  of  this  fub¬ 
jed  will  eftablifh,  and  which  may  alfo  ferve  to  di- 
minifli  the  animofity  of  parties  in  this  country,  at 
lead,  is,  that  no  grounds  of  comparifon  exiil  between 
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the  prefent  ftate  of  this  nation  and  that  of  France, 
previous  to  the  revolution  ;  confequently  there  is  no 
neceflity  for  a  revolution  here,  nor  ought  any  appre- 
henfion  of  it  to  be  entertained.  The  monarchy, 
the  hierarchy,  the  ariftocracy,  of  France  were  all 
totally  different  from  ours,  indeed  formed  upon  al- 
moft  oppofite  principles.  We  would  not  be  under- 
flood  to  infinuate  that  our  prefent  conftitution  is  per¬ 
fect  ;  but  the  vices  of  our  government  are  entirely 
different  from  the  vices  of  the  old  government  of 
France,  and  muft  be  reformed  in  a  different  man- 
ner.  The  increafing  information  and  fober  fenfe  of 
the  people  will  gradually  produce  a  legal  reform  in 
whatever  parts  of  our  conftitution  are  decayed ;  but 
corruption  and  tyranny  were  fo  rooted  in  the  old 
government  of  France,  that  it  could  not  be  correct¬ 
ed,  but  muft  be  neceffarily  overthrown. 

We  have  alfo,  in  different  parts  of  the  narrative, 
given  our  fentiments  very  freely  on  the  errors  and 
imperfections  which  we  think  we  have  difcovered  in 
the  new  conftitution  of  France  :  and  in  all  difcuffions 
which  appeared  of  general  importance  or  utility  we 
have  endeavoured  to  condenfe  the  arguments  and 

y 

opinions  on  each  fide,  fo  as  to  prefent  the  queftion 
to  the  reader,  as  nearly  as  we  could,  in  that  precife 
view  in  which  we  conceive  it  muft  have  appeared  to 
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the  national  affembly.  , ,  . 
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In  the  debates  of  our  own  parliament  we 
have  proceeded  upon  nearly  a  fimilar  plan,  and 
have  ftudied  to  give  a  concife  view  of  all  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  were  adduced  on  both  fides  on  every 
great  or  important  queftion  ;  and  this  we  truft  is 
done  with  fairnefs  and  impartiality. 

The  other  departments  of  the  work  have  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  the  ufual  attention,  and  we  flatter  our- 
felves  will  be  received  with  the  ufual  candour. 
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AND  TASTE, 

4 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

During  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth* 

PART  THE  THIRD* 


THE  great  obje&s  of  religion,  of  government,  of  na¬ 
val  difcovery,  and  of  philofophical  and  medical 
knowledge,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  period  now  before 
us,  we  have'  already  confidered.  Thefe  are  the  objects 
that  come  under  the  head  of  Science,  more  difiindly  fo 
called ;  and  they  undoubtedly  fuftain  the  firfb  rank  in  the 
departments  of  literature.  It  is  not,  however,  to  matters 
of  fmall  confequence  that  our  attention  is  now  to  be  direct¬ 
ed.  Clallical  and  polite  learning,  hiftory,  poetry,  and  the 
fine  arts  in  general,  prefent  to  us  very  interefling,  as  well 
as  very  pleafing  fubjedts  of  contemplation.  With  the  cul* 
tivation  and  improvement  of  them  the  honour  and  advant¬ 
age  both  of  individuals  and  of  nations  are  clofely  connect¬ 
ed.  They  cannot  be  properly  and  rationally  ftudied  with¬ 
out  contributing,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  enlarge  the  un¬ 
demanding,  to  captivateLthe  fancy,  to  engage  the  afFedions, 
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and  to  refine  the  tafte  ;  and.  therefore,  we  turn  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  them  with  peculiar  pleafure. 

To  the  critical  parts  of  Greek  and  Roman  literature  there 
were  not  fo  many  perfons  devoted  as  could  have  been  wi (li¬ 
ed,  and,  indeed,  as  might  have  been  expected,  when  we 
refled:  upon  the  ardour  with  which  the  ft udy  of  them  was 
.  purfu.ed  abroad.  But  this  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  circum-. 
fiances  of- the  times.  In  a  fcene  of  great.and  unavoidable 
theological  deputation,  the  fcholars  of  England  were 
obliged  to  dired  their  principal  attention  to  objedts  that 
were  efteemed  of  infinite  importance;  and  confequently 
they  had  not  much  leifure  for  refearches  into;the  niceties 
of  languages  and  learning.  We  have  no  names,  in  this 
period,  that  can  be  compared  with  thofe  of; fir  John  Cheke, 
fir  Thomas  Smith,  and  Roger  Afcham,  whom,  in  a  former  ' 
article,  we  have  deferibed  as  eminent  improvers  of  clafiical 
tafte.  Smith  arid  Afcham  “may  in  part  be  mentioned  as 
belonging  to  the  p refen t  reign  ;  for  Smith’s  Treadles,  on 
the  juft  pronunciation  of  the  Greek  tongue,  and  on  the 
proper  mode  of  writing  the  Englifh  language,  were  not 
publifhed  till  the  year  1568,  and  Afcham’s  School-mailer 
was  frit  printed  in  1573.  .  His  Latin  Epiftles  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  till  1576  ;  but  this  was  eight  veafs  after  his  dec  calc. 
We  may  add  to  thefe  diftingui'fhed  names  John  Kaye, 
whom  we  have  before  fpoken  of  in  the  medical  line,  and 
who  united  with  his  (kill  as  a  phyficfan  the  talents  of  a 
philological  fcholar.  In  1574,  not 'long  after  his  death, 
a  work  was  publifhed,  which  he  had  written  on  the  pro¬ 
nunciation  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages. 

One  of  the  1110ft  important  eft  efts  of  the  revival  of  let¬ 
ters  in  Europe,  was  the  giving  to  the  world  correct  edi¬ 
tions  of  ancient  authors.  In  this  the  firft  fcholars  abroad 
were  employed,  and  immenfe  benefits  have  refulted  from 
their  labours.  To  the  fame  kind  of  glory  it  was  long  be¬ 
fore  England  could  lay  any  confiderable  claim  ;  nor  is  it 
difficult  to  account  for  the  fad:.  There  were  not  many 
original  manuscripts  of  the  old  claftic  writers  in  the  li¬ 
braries  of  our  own  country ;  and  the  accefs  to  foreign  li¬ 
braries,  and  efpecially  to  foreign  manuferipts,  mfift.  have 
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been  peculiarly  difficult.  This  deparment  of  literature,  ' 
however,  was  not  wholly  negleded.  It  was  attended  to, 
at  lead,  by  one  eminent  individual,  fir  Henry  Savile.  The 
refult  of  his  fkill  and  diligence  did  not,  indeed,  appear  till 
the  next  reign ,*  but  it  was  through  a  great  part  of  the 
prefent  period  that  he  was  preparing  his  grand  edition  of 
St.  Chryfodom,  which  is  faid  to  have  cod  him  eight  thou¬ 
sand  pounds.  There  were  two  circumdances  that  contri¬ 
buted  the  better  to  qualify  him  for  the  undertaking 
which  were,  his  having  redded  fome  time  abroad,  and  his 
ability  of  making  fuch  purchafes  as  were  adapted  to  his 
dedgn. 

The  general  turn  of  compodtion  among  the  learned  dill 
continued  to  be  in  Latin.  Nothing  could  be  more  natural 
than  this  was,  at  a  period  when  the  ancients  were  almod  the 
only  fources  of  knowledge,  and  when  their  beauties  fo  pow¬ 
erfully  druck  every  mind  as  to  excite  a  drong  dedre  of 
imitation*  Indeed,  the  Roman  tongue  formed  a'mode 
of  conveyance  which  was  dngularly  and  eminently  ufeful, 
as  it  included  the  fcholars  of  every  country :  and  the  fame 
mode  of  conveyance  has  not  yet  entirely  lod  its  advant¬ 
ages,  with  regard  to  certain  objeds,  and  on  fome  particular 
occadons.  What  farther  encouraged  the  cudom  of  ufual- 
ly  writing  in  Latin,  was  the  impeded  and  unformed  date 
of  mod  of  the  vernacular  languages  of  Europe.  They 
had  hitherto  been  little  cultivated,  the  Italian  excepted, 
which,  by  Dante,  Petrarch,  and  Boccace,  was  carried  early 
to  a  high  degree  oi  purity  and  elegance.  The  time,  how¬ 
ever,  now  approached  for  an  Attention's  being  paid  to  the 
enrichment  ot  our  native  tongue.  Of  this,  Afcham  had  fet 
an  admirable  example,  and  had  recommended  it  to  imita¬ 
tion  :  nor  were  his  exhortations  and  his  pattern  unproduc¬ 
tive  of  valuable  ededs  ;  as  will  be  feen  in  the  courfe  of 
the  article. 

One  circumdance  which  contributed  to  the  increafe  of 
knowledge  in  general,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  Eng  - 
lifh  language  in  particular,  was  the  multiplicity  of  tranf- 
lations..  This  multiplicity  conditutes  a  driking  feature 
in  the  literary  charader  of  the  age,  and  therefore  we  dial  I 

*  a  2  .  *  ,  give 


iv  THE  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

it  a  diftindt  confideration.  On  the  benefits  which  may 
be  derived  from  tranflations  it  is  needlefs  to  enlarge.  Be¬ 
tides  the  great  (lore  of  materials,  fcientific,  literary,  and 
entertaining,  which  they  import  into  a  country,  they  pro¬ 
mote  a  more  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  language  from 
which  they  are  made,  and  enrich  the  tongue  into  which 
they  are  rendered.  A  much  fuperior  advantage  might 
have  been  drawn  from  them,  at  the  time  we  are  treating  of, 
if  our  writers  had  been  better  judges  of  the  fubjedt,  and 
if  they  had  not,  in  particular,  moft  of  them  entertained  an 
opinion,  that  it  was*  neceftary  for  verfions  to  be  ftri&ly  li¬ 
teral. 

Of  the* Greek  authors,  from  whom  tranflations  were 
made,  the  fir  ft  place  is  due  to  Homer.  Arthur  Hall,  a 
gentleman  of  fortune,  and  a  member  of  parliament,  pub- 
Jifhed  ten  books  of  the  Iliad,  from  a  metrical  French  ver¬ 
sion  of  that  work.  Hall’s  tranflation  is  in  the  Alexandrine 
of  Sternhold ;  and  he  is  entitled  to  no  other  praife  than 
that  of  being  the  firft  who  exhibited  a  part  of  the  Iliad  in 
an  Englifh  drefs.  The  merit  of  giving  a  complete  and 
regular  verfion  of  Homer  belongs  to  George  Chapman.  It 
was  done,  too,  f  rom  the  Greek ;  though  Chapman  did  not 
a  little  avail  hlrnfelf  of  the  affiftance  that  was  afforded  by 
a  Latin  tranflation^n  profe.  What  he  performed  was,  how¬ 
ever,  no  fmall  effort  in  ’literature  for  that  period.  He 
feems  to  have  had  juft  fentiments  concerning  the  nature  of 
tranflation,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  con¬ 
duced,  though  he  was  not  capable  of  reducing  his  fenti¬ 
ments  fully  to  praCice.  It  cannot  be  faid  that  he  hath 
preferved  either  the  dignity  or  the  fimplicity  of  Homer. 
He  is  fometimes  redundant,  and  fometimes  defective;  and 
he  was  unfortunate  in  the  meafure  of  his  verfe,  which  was 
impofed  upon  him  by  cuftom,  but  which  is  aukward,  in¬ 
harmonious,  and  difguftful  to  modern  ears.  Neverthelefs, 
he  is  not  always  deftitute  of  (Length  or  fpirit,  and  he  has 
enriched  our  language  with  many  compound  epithets, 
which  are  much  in  Horner’s  manner.  Waller,  it  is  re¬ 
ported,  could  never  read  Chapman’s  Homer  without  a 
degree  of  tranfport.  Nor  is  it  a  fmall  compliment  that 
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has  been  paid  him  by  his  illuftrious  fucceffor;  for  Pope 
was  of  opinion,  that  Chapman  covers  his  defeds  by  a  da¬ 
ring  fiery  fpirit  that  animates  his  tranflation,  and  which  is 
fomething  like  what  one  might  imagine  Homer  himfelf 
would  have  written  before  he  arrived  to  years  of  difcretion,. 

It  would  have  been  well  if  Chapman’s  fire  had  not  been 
darkened  by  bombafl.  He  did  not  finilh  his  verfion  of  the 
Odyffey  till  the  next  reign.  The  fame  author  tranfiated 
Hefiod,  but  the  publication  of  it,  if  it  was  ever  publifhed, 
did  not  take  place  till  the  year  1618.  If  credit  is  to  be 
given  to  a  poetical  paffage  of  Drayton  (and  we  do  not  fee 
any  reafon  why  the  fad:  fhould  be  doubted),  Chapman 
was  a  tranflator  of  Mufeus. 

We  find  that  the  tranflation  of  Greek  poetry  extended 
to  another  inftance  of  confiderable  importance.  What 
we  refer  to  is  the  Jocafta,  or  the  Phseniflse  of  Euripides, 
a  verfion  of  which  was  made  by  George  Gafcoigne  and 
Francis  Kinwelmerfh,  both  of  them  (Indents  of  Grays-Inn.  v 
This  verfion,  in  the  year  1566,  was  aded  in  the  refedory 
of  that  fociety.  The  fecond,  third,  and  fifth  ads  were 
tranfiated  by  Gafcoigne,  and  the  firit  and  fourth  by  Kin¬ 
welmerfh.  They  have  not,  however,  given  a  juft  or  exad 
tranflation  of  the  PhasnifTae,  their  performance  being  part¬ 
ly  a  paraphrafe,  and  partly  an  abridgment  of  the  Greek 
tragedy.  There  are,  indeed,  many  omifiions,  retrench¬ 
ments,  and  tranfpofitions  ;  but,  at  the  lame  time,  the  cho¬ 
rus,  the  charaders,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  ftory  are  re¬ 
tained,  and  the  tenor  of  the  dialogue  is  generally  preferved. 
The  beautiful  odes  of  the  Greek  chorus  are  in  lome  in- 
fiances  negleded,  and  others,  written  by  the  tranflators, 
ore  fubftituted  in  their  ftead.  In  one  cafe,  where  Gaf¬ 
coigne  has  deferted  the  rich  imagery  of  Euripides,  he  has 
in  a  certain  degree  compenfated  for  the  defed,  by  an  ode 
of  his  own,  which  is  far  from  being  deftitute  of  pathos  or 
imagination.  Another  original  ode,  of  which  Kinwel¬ 
merfh  was  probably  the  author,  has  great  elegance  of  ex- 
preffiomand  verification.  The  principal  fault  with  which 
the  tranflators  are  chargeable,  is  their  having  weakened  the 
force  and  pathetic  brevity  of  Euripides  by  needlefs  dilata- 
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lions  and  circumlocutions.  On  the  whole,  however,  they 
are  entitled  to  much  applaufe  for  an  attempt  to  introduce 
the  Grecian  drama  to  the  notice  of  our  anceftors,  and  their 
fuccefs  was  greatly  fuperior  to  what  might  at  ffiat  time 
have  been  expedited.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  fo  noble 
an  effort  v/as  not  followed  by  other  exertions  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  that  Gafcoigne  and  Kinwelmcrfh  did  not  proceed 
in  their  career ;  and  that  their  example  did  not  excite  a 
fpirit  of  emulation.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that  certain  tra¬ 
gedies  of  Euripides  were  tranflated  from  the  Greek  by 
Thomas  Key,  a  divine  of  that  age,  who  wrote  in  defence 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  But  the 
tranflation  wa*s  not  into  Englifh,  but  into  Latin  ;  nor  is  it 
certain  that  it  was  ever  printed,  but  rather  probable  that  it 
exifted  only  in  manufcript  fince  it  had  not  been  feen  by  An¬ 
thony  Wood.  *  , 

Our  language,  during  this  period,  was  enriched,  and  the 
knowledge  of  our  countrymen  enlarged,  by  feveral  tranfla? 
tions  of  the  Greek  profe  writers.  We  rnuft  not,  however,  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  head  reckon  the  Nicocles  of  liberates,  and 
Ariftotle  de  Mirabilibus  Mundi,  which  works  were  tranllated 
from  the  originals  by  the  Thomas  Key  juft  mentioned; 
becaufe  thefe  verfions  appear  to  have  been  made  in  Latin, 
and  there  are  the  fame  doubts  concerning  their  having  been 
published  which  attend  his  Euripides.— -Another  piece  of 
Ariftotle’s,  his  famous  treatife  on  the  ten  categories,  was 
tendered  into  Englifh  by  Barnaby  Googe  ;  but  whether 
it  cxifts  in  print,  or  now  exifts  at  all,  is  not  in  our  power 
to  aicertain.- — -—Thomas  Vvilfon,  an  eminent  fcholar  of 
the  time,  and  whom  we  fhall  foon  have  occafion  more  par¬ 
ticularly  to  fpeak  or,  gave  a  proof  of  his  attention  to  the 
advancement  of  vernacular  compofitjon,  by  tranfiating  fe- 
ven  orations  of  Demofthenes.  This  work,  the  fubjedl  of 
which  was  fo  well  chofen,  was  dedicated  to  fir  William 
Cecil,— -A  tranflation  of  Herodian’s  hiftory  came  from  the 
nands  of  a  Nicholas  Smyth,  of  whom  we  have  no  farther 
information,  it  was  not  from  the  Greek  that  the  verfion 
AP  uiade,  but  from  the  Latin  of  Angelas  Politianus,  as  is 
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preffiy  acknowledged  in  the  title-page. — Xenophon’s  indi- 
tution  of  Cyrus  was  given  to  the  public  from  the  original  ; 
and  the  tranflator  was  a  Mr.  William  Bercher,  or,  as  he  is 
called  in  another  edition  of  the  book,  Wylliam  Barkar. 

- Sir  Anthony  Poyngz,  a  gentleman  of  rank,  tranflated 

the  table  of  Cebes  in  a  manner  which  was  thought  to  be 
defervino:  of  commendation.  This  work  he  did  not  exe- 
cute  from  the,  original  Greek,  but  from  a  Latin  verfion. 
It  is  the  fird  tranOation  of  Cebes  that  appeared  in  our 
language.— Abraham  Fleming,  who  was  a  frequent  tranf¬ 
lator,  among  other  works,  produced  in  Englith  ^Elian’s  va¬ 
rious  Hidory.  Something,  likewife,  of  Ifocrates  came 
from  the  fame  hand  ;  and,  alfo,  Synefius’s  Panegyric  on 
Baldnefs,  which  had  been  brought  into  fafhion  by  Eraf- 
mus’s  encomium  on  folly.  This  Abraham  Fleming  was 
of  confiderable  fervice  to  the  literature  of  his  country,  by 
rendering  into  Englifh  many  celebrated  books  which  had 
been  written  in  Latin  about  the  fifteenth  century,  and  at 
the  refioration  of  learning. — The  only  remaining  trans¬ 
lation  from  the  Greek,  or,  at  lead,  the  only  remaining 
one  of  which  we  are  able  to  give  an  account,  is 
that  of  the  ten  books  of  Heliodorus’s  Ethiopia  hidory. 
Thomas  Underdowne,  a  native  of  Oxford,  and,  as  may 
reafonably  be  fuppofed,  a  fcholar  of  the  univerfity  of  that 
city,  was  the  tranflator.  By  the  publication  of  this  work 
a  new  field  of  romance  was  opened,  which  is  thought  to 
have  fuggefted  to  fir  Philip  Sidney  the  fchemp  of  his  Ar- 
cadia. 

The  trandations  from  the  Latin  poets  were  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  from  the  Greek.  Of  thefe  poets,  Seneca  the 
the  tragedian  feems  to  have  been  no  imall  favourite  :  nor 
will  this  be  thought  furprifing,  when  we  rededt  that  found 
literature,  and  efpecialiy  a  jud  tade,  were  not  yet  arrived 
to  a  great  degree  of  perfe&'ion.  At  different  times,  and 
by  different  poets,  a  verfion  was  completed  of  the  whole  of 
Seneca’s  ten  tragedies;  and  they  were  all  of  them  printed 
together  in  1581.  The  Hyppolitus,  the  Medea,  the  Her¬ 
cules  Oeteus,  and  the  Agamemnon,  were  tranflated  by  John 
Studley,  who  had  been  educated  at  Wedminder  fchool,  and 
afterward  became  a  member  of  Trinity  college,  in  Cam- 
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bridge.  His  Agamemnon,  had  been  feparately  published 
fifteen  years  before,  and  dedicated  to  fecretary  Cecil.  This 
book  is  now  become  fo  exceedingly  fcarce,  that  it  is  not 
eafy  to  meet  with  it  in  the  choiceft  black  letter  collections. 
A  whole  lcene  is  added  by  the  tranflator  to  the  end  of  the 
fifth  adt,  for  the  purpofe  of  explaining  fome  circumflances 
which  he  imagined  had  not  been  fufficiently  unfolded  by 
the  original  writer.  Though  this  attempt  to  improve  the 
plot  of  the  drama,  by  a  new  conduct  or  contrivance,  was, 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  needlefs  and  improper,  it  is  in  one 
refpedt  deferving  of  notice,  as  it  fhews  that  authors  began 
to  think  for  themfelves,  and  that  they  were  not  always  im- 
plicity  enflaved  to  the  prefcribed  letter  of  their  models. 
Studley,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  talents,  was 
qualified  for  better  things  than  fome  which  were  under¬ 
taken  by  him;  for  he  condefcended  to  tranllate  Bale’s 
ACts  of  the  Popes.  The  verfion  of  the  OCtavia  was  done  by 
Thomas  Nuce,  or  Newce,  who  afterwards  obtained  feveral 
.preferments  in  the  church.  Alexander  Nevyle  was  the 
tranflator  of  the  CEdipus,  and  he  executed  the  talk  in  the 
fixteenth^  year  of  his  age.  Notwithftanding  Nevyle’s 
youth,  his  tranflation  is  the  moil  fpirited  and  elegant  ver-? 
fion  in  the  collection  ;  and  it  would  have  been  eminently 
to  the  advantage  of  the  undertaking  if  the  whole  had  been 
executed  by  him.  Through  a  falfe  idea  of  the  gravity 
which  was  lnppofed  to  be  attached  to  the  clerical  charac¬ 
ter,  he  feems  to  have  been  perfuaded  by  his  friends  that 
poetry  was  only  one  pf  the  lighter  accorpplifhments  of  a 
young  man,  and  that  it  ought  loon  to  give  way  to  the  more 
weighty  purfuits  cf  literature.  Nevyle  became  one  of  the4 
learned  men  whom  archbifhop  Parker  patronifed,  and  re- 
fided  with  him  as  his  lecretary,  He  projected  an  Englifb 
tranflation  of  Livy,  but  there  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that 
he  made  any  great  progrefs  in  the  defign.  The  Hercules 
Furens,  the  i  hyeftes,  and  the  Troas  of  Seneca  were  tranf- 
ated  Jaiper  Hey  wood,  fon  of  John  Heywood  the  epi- 
graftimatift.  In  tnefe  verfions  fome  additions  are  made  to  the 
original  writer.  Jafper  Heywood,  after  palling  through  feve- 
ra_  iCtnes  in  h  left  England,  and  became  a  catholic  prieft 
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and  a  Jefuit,  at  Rome.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  an  accu¬ 
rate  critic  in  the  Hebrew  language,  no  common  quality  in 
thofe  days.  The  only  remaining  one  of  the  ten  tragedies 
of  Seneca,  the  Thebais,  was  tranilated  by  Thomas 
Newton,  the  publilher  of  the  whole.  He  feems  to  have 
undertaken  the  bufinefs  more  from  a  delire  of  completing 
the  collection  than  from  any  ftrong  poetical  inclination. 
His  verfion  is  more  profaic  than  that  of  molt  of  the  other 
tragedies,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  his  chief  aim  to 
prefer ve  perfpicuity  and  fidelity.  If  as  an  Englifh  poet 
he  obtained  no  great  praife,  he  otherwife  deferved  well  of 
the  literature  of  this  country  ;  for  he  became  famous  for  the 
elegance  of  his  Larin  poetry,  of  which  he  left  a  fpecimen 
in  his  <c  Illultrimn  aliquot  Anglorum  Encomia/’  He  is 
perhaps  the  firft  Englilhman,  after  Leland,  who  wrote 
JLatin  elegies  with  a  claffical  clearnefs  and  terfenefs. 
Newton  was  courted  by  moll  of  the  ingenious  and  learned 
men  of  that  age,  and  Robert  earl  of  Eflex  was  his  patron. 

Ovid  appears  to  have  been  another  very  favourite  Latin 
poet  in  this  period.  Early  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  the 
four  firft  books  of  the  Metamorphofis  were  tranilated  by 
Arthur  Golding  5  and  in  a  Ihort  time  afterwards,  he  com¬ 
pleted  the  whole.  This  work  was  fo  acceptable  to  the 
public,  that,  in  due  courfe,  it  pafied  through  feveral  edi¬ 
tions.  Golding’s  ftyle  is  poetical  and  fpirited  ;  and  though 
his  manner  is  ornamental  and  diffufive,  it  was  not  carried 
to  fuch  an  excefs,  as  to  prevent  his  retaining  a  fufficient 
obfervance  of  his  original.  On  the  whole,  as  a  tranllator 
and  a  poet,  he  excelled  many  of  his  contemporaries.  In 
various  cafes  he  (hews  himfelf  to  have  felt  the  imagery, 
and  to  have  been  infpired  with  the  fpirit  of  his  author.  The . 
Metamorphofis  of  Golding  continued  to  be  a  popular  book 
till  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  fuperfeded,  in  163 2,  by 
Sandys’  tranllation  of  the  fame  work  of  Ovid.  Golding  * 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  tranllator ;  for  he  has  left  ver- 
fions  of  many  modern  Latin  writers,  which  were  then  of 
confiderable  utility,  as  being  adapted  to  the  condition  and 
opinions  of  the  times.  Now,  indeed,  they  are  forgotten, 
in  confequence  of  the  introdu&ion  of  better  books,  and  a 
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general  change  in  the  fyftem  of  knowledge.  Among  other 
works,  he  finilliecha  tranflation  of  Mornay’s  French  treatife 
on  the  truth  of  chriftianity,  which  had  been  begun  by  fir 
Philip  Sidney.  The  only  original  productions  of  Golding, 
were  an  account  of  an  earthquake  in  1 580,  and  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  of  verfes.  Confidering  that  he  was  a  man  of  real  genius, 
it  would  be  deemed  furprifing  that  he  fhould  have  confined 
himfelf  fo  entirely  to  the  buiinefs  of  a  trandator,  if  we  did  not* 
reflect  that,  at  a  period  in  which  Englih  literature  ftiil  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  irate  of  imperfection,  the  increafe  of  knowledge 
by  the  importation  of  foreign  materials  was  an  employment 
as  honourable  as  it  was  ufefuh  Golding,  who  was  a  gentle¬ 
man  by  birth,  and  a  native  of  the  city  of  London,  refided 
with  fecretary  Cecil  ;  and  fuch  was  the  eiteem  in  which  he 
was  held,  that  he  was  patronifed  by  the  principal  characters 
of  the  age.  His  having  given  a  verfion  of  the  whole  Me- 
tamorphofis  of  Ovid,  did  not  prevent  fome  diftinct  fables  of 
that  work  from  being  mandated  by  different  writers. — The 
Fafti  of  Ovid  were  rendered  into  Englifh  verfe  by  an  au¬ 
thor  whole  name  docs  not  appear;  and  Thomas  Under¬ 
tf  owne  not  only  gave  a  tranflation  of  the  Ibis,  but  illuftrated 
it  with  annotations.— Chrinopher  Marloe  was  fo  void  of 
principle  and  of  decency,  as  to  trahate  the  elegies  of  the 
fame  poet;  the  elegant  language  of  which  can  make  no 
atonement  for  their  obfcenities.  That  Marloe  was  fenfible 
of  his  acting  wrong,  or,  at  lead,  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
giving  offence  by  his  conduCt,  may  be  conjeClured  from 
his  procuring  the  work  to  be  printed  at  Middleburg,  and 
without  a  date.  The  fubterfyge,  however,  did  not  avail 
him  ;  for,  by  command  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  bifhop  of  London,  the  book  was  ordered  to  be  burnt 
at  Stationer’s- hall.— Ovid’s  Remedy  of  Love  met  with  an 
anonymous  tranflator.— For  a  verfion  of  the  Heroical  Epif- 
tles,  with  Sabinus  s  Anlvvers,  the  public  was  endebted  to 
Thomas  Turberviile,  a  name  at  that  time  of  confiderable 
celebrity.  I  his  verfion  was  fo  popular  as  fpeedily  to  oc- 
cafion  a  demand  for  three  editions.  Six  of  the  Epiffles  are 
in  blank  verfe,  and  the  reft  in  four-lined  ftanzas.  Turber- 
vftle  was  nappy  in  tne  turn  which  he  gave  to  various  parts 
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of  his  tranflation. — There  exifts,  it  is  faid,  one  or  Ovid  s 
F nifties  tranftated  by  the  accomplifhed  eari  of  E flex. 
But  if  it  could  be  '  recovered,  it  is  probable  that  it 
would  only  be  valued  as  a  curiofity  ;  ftnce  it  is  apparent, 
from  a  few  of  his  Sonnets  which  are  preierved  in  the  Afh- 
molean  roufeum,  that  he  was  not  endued  with  a  poetic 
genius. — To  finifti  our  account  of  what  relates  to  Ovid, 
the  three  firft  books  of  his  Triftia  were  tranftated  by  Thomas 
Churchyard.  As  Churchyard  was  a  man  of  abilities,  it  is 
probable  that  his  verfion  is  not  deftitute  of  merit ;  and  this 
we  rather  judge,  as  from  others  of  his  productions  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  that  he  could  occasionally  rife  to  harmonious  verfh 

fication. _ There  were  ieverai  Ihort  pieces  difperfed  abroad 

in  this  reign,  concerning  which  it  is  doubtful,  whether  they 
were  regular  tranflations  from  Ovid,  or  poems  formed  from 
an  imitation  of  the  Englifti  editions  of  his  works  that  were 
now  in  circulation. 

Very  early  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  an  attention  was 
paid  to  the  prince  of  Latin  poets,  Virgil.  Thomas  Phayer, 
who  in  a  former  article  has  been  mentioned  as  fu Gaining  the 
threefold  charadfer  of  poet,  lawyer,  and  phyfician,  and  as 
concerned  in  the  66  IVlirror  of  Mag  Pirates,  had  tranftated 
in  the  life  of  Mary,  the  feven  firft  books  of  the  Eneid, 
Fie  afterwards  ftnifhed  the  eighth  and  ninth  books,  but 
died  foon  after  he  had  begun  the  tenth.  I  his  impel  fedf 
work,  after  a  fpace  of  more  than  twenty  years,  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  Thomas  Twyne,  a  native  of  Canterbury,  and  a 
phyfician  at  Lewes,  who  had  been  educated  at  both  of  our 
univerfities,  was  an  admirer  of  John  Dees  myfteiious 
philofophy,  and  patroniied  by  lord  Buckhurft.  To  the  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  books  of  Virgil,  Twyne  added 
a  tranflation  of  Maphaeus’s  fupplementai  book.  So  well 
was  this  work  received,  that  from  the  year  15^4  to  1620, 
it  went  through  four  editions;  after  which  period  it 
became  obfolete,  and  is  now  totally  forgotten.  .  1  he 
reafon  of  Phayer’s  undertaking  his  verfion,  according  to 
his  own  account,  was  to  infpire  the  young  nobility,  gentry, 
and  ladies  of  this  country  with  a  lenfe  of  the  riches  of  their 
native  tongue,  and  to  fbew  that  the  Englifh  language  was 
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not,  as  too  many  thought,  incapable  of  propriety  and  ele¬ 
gance.  In  the  execution  of  his  undertaking  he  has 
omitted,  mifreprefented,  and  paraphrafed  many  pafTages  of 
his  original ;  notwithflanding  which,  his  performance  is  in 
every  refped  fuperior  to  Twyne’s  continuation.  The  mea- 
fure  is  the  fourteen-footed  Alexandrine  of  Sternhold  and 
Hopkins  ;  a  meafure  which,  whatever  may  be  judged  of  it 
at  prefent,  was  then,  from  its  familiarity,  attuned  to  the 
popular  ear,  and  ufed  in  mofl  works  of  length  and  gravity. 

It  feems  to  have  been  particularly  confecrated  to  tranila- 
tion. — After  the  exertions  ofPhayer  and  Twyne,  there  was 
no  occafion  for  others  to  labour  in  the  fame  vineyard,  unlefs 
they  could  have  done  it  with  fuperior  fuccefs.  This  praife 
does  not  belong  to  Robert  Stanyhurfl,  a  native  of  Dublin, 
who  tranflated  the  four  firfl  books  of  the  Eneid  into  Englilh 
hexameters.  He  was  more  unfortunate  in  the  meafure  of 
his  verification  than  his  predeceffors,  and  he  was  not  equal 
to  them  in  other  refpedts.  Even  his  contemporaries  were 
fenfible  of  his  defedts,  and  condemned  him  in  flrong  terms. 
One  of  them  defcribes  him  as  having  trod  a  foul,  lumber¬ 
ing,  boifterous,  wallowing  meafure  in  his  tranflation  of  - 
Virgil.  Notwithilanding  this  miftaken  application  of  his 
talent, Stanyhuril  was  areal  fcholar,  and  the  author  of  many 
theological,  philofophical,  and  hifborical  works,  A  high 
chara£ter,in  point  of  erudition,  is  given  of  him  by  Camden  ; 
and  it  is  reprefented  that  he  was  carefTed  by  many  foreign 
princes,  on  account  of  his  literature  and  politenefs. — ^ 

A  tranflation  of  the  Bucolics  of  Virgil  was  made  by  Abra¬ 
ham  Fleming,  whofe  plan  was  to  be  as  literal  as  poffible, 
by  rendering  verfe  for  verfe.  When  we  have  faid  this,  it 
it  will  not  be  imagined  that  the  worl^  was  very  poetical. 
Neverthelefs,  Fleming  met  with  encouragement  enough  to 
engage  him  to  proceed  in  his  career  -a  for,  after  an  in¬ 
terval  of  fome  years,  he  added  the  Georgies  to  the  Bucolics. 
Both  the  publications  were  accompanied  with  notes.  The 
tranflation  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  common  blank 
verie  •  but  it  is  in  the  regular  Alexandrine  without  rhyme. 
Abraham  Fleming  afterwards  publifhed  feparately  the  Alexis 
ofVirgil,  tranllated  into  Englifh  hexameters, verfe  forverfe. 

There 
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There  was  Tome  obliquity  in  the  fpirit  and  tafte  of  the  age 
which  rendered  this  eclogue  the  objedfc  of  particular  felec- 
tion. — Edmund  Spenfer  condefcended  to  tranflate,  though, 
in  a  vague  and  paraphraftical  manner,  the  Culex  afcribed 
to  Virgil. 

It  may  be  thought  extraordinary  that  Horace’s  odes 
Ihould  not  have  been  tranflated  during  the  reign  of  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Perhaps  our  countrymen  were  difcouraged  by  the 
peculiar  nicety  and  difficulty  of  the  undertaking.  With 
regard,  however,  to  his  other  works,  they  affumed  a  great¬ 
er  degree  of  courage.  Thqmas  Drant  publifhed  a  trani- 
lation  of  the  two  books  of  Horace’s  Satires,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Epiftles,  and  the  Art  of  Poetry.  The  author 
was  at  firft  very  paraphrallical,  but  afterwards  endeavoured  to 
be  fo  literal  as  well  nigh  to  render  word  for  word,  and  line 
for  line.  From  a  paflage  in  the  addrefs  to  the  reader  it 
ffiould  feem  that  the  book  fellers  of  that  period  had  no 
great  opinion  of  the  fuccefs  of  moral  writings.  Drant  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  fully  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  his  un¬ 
dertaking  ;  for  he  declares  that  he  could  fooner  tranflate 
twelve  verfes  out  of  the  Greek  Homer,  than  fix  out  of 
Horace.  His  fentiment  was  undoubtedly  juft  ;  nor  was  it 
to  be  expelled  that  the  Satires  and  Epiftles  of  Horace  ffiould 
be  happily  rendered  into  Engliffi  in  the  infancy  of  ftyle 
and  tafte,  when  his  delicate  turns  could  not  be  exprefled, 
nor  his  humour  juftly  relifhed,  nor  his  good  fenfe  and  obfer- 
vations  on  human  life  thoroughly  underftood.  Every  man 
of  literature  knows,  that  in  the  politeft  and  moft  cultivated 
ages,  the  fuccefsful  tranftators  and  imitators  of  this  delight¬ 
ful  Roman  poet  have  been  final  l  in  number.  It  is  obferv- 
able,  that  Drant  undertook  his  verfion  of  Horace,  in  the 
fpecific  character  of  a  grave  divine,  and  a  teacher  of  mo¬ 
rality.  He  obtained  feveral  preferments  and  dignities  in 
the  church,  and  was  a  tolerable  Latin  poet.  The  66  Eccie- 
fiaftes”  was  tranflated  by  him  into  hexameters,  in  the 
fame  language.  There  are  two  mifcellanies  of  his  Latin 
poetry  extant,  the  one  entitled  “  Sylva,’*  and  the  other 
fC  Poemata  varia  et  externa.”  In  the  Sylva  he  fays,  that  he 
had  begun  to  tranflate  the  Iliad,  but  had  proceeded  no 
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farther  than  the  fourth  book  ;  and  he  mentions,  likewife, 
his  having  been  the  author  ot  a  verdon  of  Gregory  Nazian- 
gen’s  Greek  Epigrams ;  but  whether  into  Latin  or  into 
Englifh  has  not  been  afeertained. 

What  regard  might  be  paid  to  the  epigrammatic  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  ancient  father  we  are  not  able  to  fay  ;  but  we 
may  be  well  affined  that  a  tranfiation  from  Martial  would 
confti-tute  a  more  popular  book.  This  talk  was  under¬ 
taken  by  Timothy  Kendall,  who,  after  being  educated  at 
Eton  and  at  Oxford,  became  a  ftudent.  of  the  law  at  Staple’s- 
Inn.  He  did  not  obtain  much  glory  by  the  fpecimens 
which  he  exhibited  of  his  application  to  clafiical  litera¬ 
ture.  His  performance  cannot  ftridtly  be  called  a 
tranfiation  of  Martial,,  becaufe,  it  includes  epigrams  from 
many  other  writers,  modern  as  wrell  as  ancient.  Martial, 
however,  forms  the  principal  bads  of  the  work. 

Marloe,  w7ho  had  translated  Coiuthus’s  Rape  of  Helen, 
and  the  Loves  of  Hero  and  Leander,  which  go  under  the 
name  of  Mufaeus,  gave  a  verfion,  in  blank  verfe,  of  the 
firfb  book  of  Lucan.  His  death  prevented  his  carrying  on 
the  defigh,  which,  in  the  next  reign,  was  completed  by 
George  Chapman,  but  in  a  very  inferior  manner. — The 
Thebais  of  Statius  was  tranflated  by  Thomas  Newton. 

Be  Tides  the  tranfiation  of  the  ancient  Latin  claflic  poets, 
verfions  were  not  uncommon  from  lome  of  the  modern 
poetical  writers  in  the  fame  language.  Among  others, 
Mantuan,  who  had  acquired  the  rank  of  a  claffic,  wastranf- 
lated  by  Turberville. — Another  favourite  author,  among 
the  Englifh  fcholars  in  this  period,  was  Palingenius,  whofe 
“  Zodiac7'  was  rendered  into  Englifh  verfe  by  Barnaby 
Googej  and  the  tranfiation  had  the  good  fortune  of  the 
original,  to  be  very  much  admired.  Other  productions  of 
a  fimilar  nature  might  probably  be  mentioned  ;  but  it  may 
be  fufRcient  to  have  touched  upon  the  fubjed. 

The  tranflations  from  the  ancient  Latin  profe  writers 
were  not  fo  numerous  as  from  the  poets,  and,  indeed,  not 
fo  numerous  as  might  have  been  expe&ed.  Golding,  of 
whom  we  have  lately  fpoken  with  due  refpeCt,  was  a  con- 
fiderable  benefactor  to  the  public  in  the  way  which  we  are, 
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now  confidering.  The  knowledge  of  the  treafures  of  anti¬ 
quity  was  enlarged  to  our  countrymen,  by  his  verfions  of 
Juft  in’s  Hiftory  and  Caefar’S  Commentaries.  By  the  fame 
hand  was  tranflated  Seneca’s  fine  moral  treatife  on  Benefits. 
Work's  of  lefs  confequence,  rendered  into  Englifh  by 
Golding,  were  Pomponius  Mela’s  geography,  and  the 
“  Poly  hiflory”  of  Solinus ;  but  they  contributed  fomething 
to  the  flock  of  literature. — Cicero’s  Oration  for  Archias 
was  tranflated  by  Drant. — Abraham  Fleming  publifhed  a 
tranllation  of  certain  feleCt  epiflles  of  Cicero,  and  afterwards 
gave  a  large  collection  from  the  lame  author,  to  which 
were  added  letters  of  Pliny,  and  of  other  perfons. — 
T ully’s  Offices  were  tranflated  by  Nicholas  Grimald,  a  poet 
of  the  age  ;  and  fo  adapted  wa-s  the  book  to  general  in- 
flrdClion,  that  it  was  feveral  times  reprinted. — One  of 
the  mofl  important  tranfiations  in  this  period,  was  that  of 
the  four  fir  ft  books  of  Tacitus,  and  the  life  of  Agricola,  by 
fir  Henry  Savilc.  This  tranllation  was  accompanied  with 
notes;  which  were  deemed  of  fuch  confequence,  that  they 
were  afterwards  rendered  into  Latin  by  Gruter,  and  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  Amfterdam.  If  there  were  other  verfions  of  the 
ancient  Roman  profe  writers,  during  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  (which  may  very  poflibly  have  been  the  cafe), 
they  have  efcaped  our  refearches. 

The  hiftory  of  tranllation  might  be  copioufly  purfued,  as 
it  was  exercifed  with  regard  to  the  Italian  and  French  au¬ 
thors,  efprcially  the  former  ;  but  it  would  carry  us  too  tar 
to  enter  into  a  full  difeuffion  of  the  fubjeCt.  The  books 
that  were  chiefly  rendered  into  Englifh  were  of  the  fictitious 
and  narrative  kind.  Among  the  productions  of  this  nature, 
thofe  of  Boccace  were  the  moft  diftinguifhed  favourites; 
and  the  verfions  that  were  made  of  different  parts  of  them 
were  very  numerous.  Indeed  the  Italian  language  now  be¬ 
gan  to  be  fo  fafhionabie,  that  lexicons  and  grammars  of 
it,  written  in  Englifh,  became  common  publications.  The 
principal  perfons  who  figured  as  tranilators,  in  the  line  we 
are  treating  of,  were  George  Ga.fcoig.ne,  Geottry  renton, 
Thomas  Turberville,  George  Whetftone,  and  fir  James 
Harrington.  To  thefe,  were  it'  heceffary,  many  other  < 
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names  might  be  added.— One  of  the  works  tranflated  hy 
Gafcoigne  is  a  comedy  of  Ariofto’s*  called  “  Suppofiti,’* 
which  was  adted  at  Gray's  Inn.  This  translation  is  in  profe  ; 
and  it  is  obfervable  that  it  was  the  firft  comedy  in  profe 
which  was  compofed  in  our  language,  and  exhibited  upon 
our  ft  age. — The  moil  valuable  of  Fenton’s  various  per¬ 
formances  muft  be  reckoned  his  having  given  to  the  pub«< 
lie  a  verfion  of  the  twenty  books  of  Guicciardin’s  Hiftory 
of  Italy  ;  for  herein  he  prefented  to  his  readers  not  fidtion 
but  truth  •,  and  truth,  too,  of  the  fir  ft  importance.— Sir* 
James  Harrington’s  tranflation  of  Ariofto’s  Orlando  Fu- 
riofo  was  too  great  an  undertaking  to  let  us-fuffer  it  to  pafs 
unnoticed.  It  is  true  that  it  is  neither  executed  with 
fpirit  nor  with  accuracy:  nevertheless,  it  contributed  to 
enrich  our  poetry  with  new  ftores  for  the  imagination,  both 
of  the  romantic  and  comic  fpecies.  A  wonderful  union 
was  prefented  to  the  reader  of  Gothic  machinery  and  fami¬ 
liar  manners.— Although  Fairfax  is  commonly  fuppofed  to 
be  the  firft  tranftator  of  Talfo,  this  was  not  the  cafe.  He 
was  preceded,  in  the  prefent  reign,  by  an  R.  E.,  efq. ;  and 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  a  fimilar  work,  which  exifts 
,  only  in  manufeript,  was  performed  by  Turberville.  One 
effedl  of  the  tranflations  from  Italian  books  was,  that  a 
precife  and  fy  ftematical  knowledge  of  the  ancient  heathen 
theology  feems  to  have  been  more  univerfally  circulated 
among  the  people  of  England.  In  general  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  beft  ftories  of  the  early  and  original  novel* 
ties  of  Italy,  in  one  form  or  other,  were  given  in  an  Englifh 
drefs.  The  verfions  of  French  authors  were  lefs  frequent., 
and  for  the  mod  part  of  lefs  importance.  With  regard  to 
tranflations  from  the  ancients,  Mr.  Warton,  to  whom  we 
are  uncommonly  obliged  in  the  courfe  of  this  article,  has 
remarked,  that  almoft  all  the  Greek  and  Roman  claflics 
appeared  before  the  year  1600.  The  remark  we  confider 
as  too  general.  Were  we  to  enter  into  an  enumeration  of 
them,  it  would  be  feen  that  many  of  the  fineft  claflic  writers, 
both  in  profe  and  verfe,  were  left  untranllated. 

Imperfedl  as  the  multifarious  tranflations  of  this  period 
were,  obfolete  as  they  are  now  become,  and  fucceeded  as 
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they  have  been  by  many  works  of  the  fame  nature,  far 
iiiofe  accurate,  more  judicious,  and  more  elegant,  they 
were,  neverthelefs,  of  great  conlequence,  in  their  day,  to 
the  general  interefts  of  knowledge  and  literature.  They 
contributed,  among!!  other  caufes,  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  cri- 
ticifm,  and  an  attention  to  the  laws  of  compofition.  How¬ 
ever,  previoufly  to  moft  of  them,  this  fpirit  had  been  dis¬ 
played,  in  a  very  inftrudtive  manner,  with  regard  to  one 
of  the  authors  of  the  age,  of  whom  little  notice  had  been 
taken,  till  Mr.  Warton  drew  him  out  of  obfcurity. 
The  gentleman  we  refer  to  is  Thomas  Wilfon,  who,  in 
queen  Mary’s  reign,  (though  he  flourilhed  chiefly  in  Eliza¬ 
beth's)  publilhed  an  Art  of  Rhetoric  in  Englifh.  A  tech¬ 
nical  and  elementary  manual,  in  our  own  tongue,  written 
by  Leonard  Cox,  had,  indeed,  appeared  many  years  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  Wilfon’s  treadle  is  more  liberal  and  difcurfive. 
It  has  the  merit  of  having  illuftrated  the  arts  of  eloquence 
by  example,  and  of  having  examined  and  afcertained  the 
beauties  of  compofition  with  the  fpeculative  Ikill  and  faga- 
city  of  a  critic ;  fo  that  his  work  may  juftly  be  confidered 
as  the  firft  fyftem  of  criticifm  that  appeared  in  our  lan¬ 
guage.  The  four  parts  belonging  to  elocution  he  dates  to 
be  plainnefs,  aptnefs,  compofition,  and  exornation,  and 
has  fome  excellent  obfervations  on  fimplicity  of  tlyle. 
Among  other  leflons,  this,  he  fays,dhould  firft 'be  learned, 
never  to  affedt  any  ftrange  inkhorn  terms,  but  to  fpeak  as 
is  commonly  received ;  and  he  ftrongty  condemns  thofe 
writers  who  leek  fo  far  for  outlandilh  Englilh,  that  they  al¬ 
together  forget  their  mother  tongue.  He  enforces  the  ap¬ 
plication  and  explanation  of  the  fables  of  antiquity,  efpe- 
'  daily  as  they  exift  in  the  Iliad  and  Odyfley,  and  has  fome 
pertinent  remarks  on  the  moral  purpoles  to  which  they 
ftiould  be  applied.  The  force  of  circumftantial  defcription 
is  recommended  by  him,  which  he  calls  an  evident  or  plain 
felting  forth  of  a  thing  as  though  it  were  prefently  done ; 
and  he  produces  an  inftance  of  it  from  Quintilian,  which 
affords  a  proof,  that  we  were  now  beginning  to  make  the 
beauties  of  the  ancients  our  own.  On  the  necdfity  of 
maintaining  a  due  prefervation  of  character,  he  lays  down 
t791‘  b  fome 
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tome  precepts  which  feem  to  be  directed  to  the  writers  oi 
hiftotical  plays ;  and  he  afterwards  points  out  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  perfonification  in  enlivening  compofition.  Prolix 
narratives,  whether  jocofe  or  ferious,  not  having  yet  ceafed 
to  be  the  entertainment  of  polite  companies,  Mr.  Wilton 
has  not  thought  it  inconfiftent  with  the  defign  of  a  general 
book  of  rhetoric  to  give  rules  for  telling  a  tale  with  grace 
and  fpirit.  It  appears  from  the  work,  that  to  write  ele¬ 
gantly  in  Englifh  now  began  to  be  fafhionable,  and  to  meet 
with  the  higheft  applauie. 

This  was  fo  uncommon  a'  production,  in  fo  early  a 
period  of  our  literary  hiftory,  that  it  is  but  a  juft  tribute 
of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Wilfon,  to  add  a 
few  biographical  particulars  concerning  him.  He  was  a 
native  of  lincolnfhire,  and,  in  1 541,  was  admitted  a  fcholar 
of  King’s  College,  in  Cambridge.  He  became  a  fellow  of 
the  college,  and,  whilft  he  refided  at  the  univerftty,  was 
tutor  to  two  celebrated  youths,  Henry  duke  of  Suffolk, 
and  lord  Charles  Brandon,  his  brother.  In  due  courfe,  he 
took  the  degree  of  dodtor  of  laws,  and  was_afterwards  one 
of  the  ordinary  matters  of  requefts,  and  matter  of  St.  Ka¬ 
tharine’s  hofpital  near  the  Tower.  Being  a  man  of  bufi- 
nefs  as  well  as  learning,  he  was  at  times  employed  by  queen 
Elizabeth  as  ambaffador  to  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  and  into 
the  low  countries.  At  length  he  rofe  to  be  a  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  a  privy  counfellor.  In  1579  he  was  appointed 
dean  of  Durham,  and  died  in  1581.  It  is  Paid  that  Dr. 
Wilfon  was  endued  with  an  uncommon  ftrength  of  me¬ 
mory,  and  that  this  enabled  him  to  act  with  remarkable 
difpatch  in  his  negotiations.  He  was  the  author  of  vari¬ 
ous  other  works  befides  the  two  which  we  have  had  oeca- 
fton  to  mention,  and  was  one  of  the  moft  accomplifhed 
fcholars  of  his  time. 

Another  compofition  of  a  fimilar  nature  with  Wilton's 
Art  of  Rhetoric,  though  more  confined  in  its  objedt,  was 
PuttCnham’s  Art  of  Englifh  Poefy.  It  is  not,  however,  fo 
ftridtly  confined  to  poetry,  as  totally  to  exclude  any  obfer- 
vations  that  relate  to  eloquence  in  general.  Puttenham 
had  right  notions  of  the  true  character  of  a  poet,  which 
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is,  to  be  poffeffed  of  a  creative  genius.  Accordingly, 
he  commonly  ufes  the  word  “  Maker’'  for  poet;  and  be 
was  the  firfl  author  that  brought  this  expreffion  into  fafhion, 
the  fignificancy  of  which  has  been  much  commended  by 
lir  Philip  Sidney  and  Ben  Jonfon.  Imperfect  as  Putten- 
ham’s  work  is  upon  the  whole,  it  was  the  only  piece  of 
poetical  criticifm  of  any  confequence  that  England  pro¬ 
duced  for  a  long  period.  Indeed,  nothing  confiderable 
appeared  on  the  fubjedt  till  Dryden  began  to  write  his  pre¬ 
faces. 

During  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  the  Englifh  language 
was  carried  by  fome  writers  to  a  high  degree  of  perfe&ion. 
There  have  not  been  wanting  perl'ons  who  have  thought 
that  our  native  tongue  then  rofe  to  the  greateft  excellence 
which  it  has  ever  attained  ;  and  Dr.  Johnfon,  we  believe, 
has  expreffed  the  fame  fentiment.  In  this  fentiment,  how¬ 
ever,  we  do  not  agree,  though  we  are  fenfible  of  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  merit  of -a  few  individuals  in  the  point  we  are  con- 
fidering.  Amongft  thele,  particular  praifes  are  due  to 
Richard  Hooker,  whom  we  have  already  celebrated  as  a 
divine.  He  exhibited  a  fine  model  of  the  reafoning  ftyle, 
and  fet  a  noble  example  to  thofe  who  fhould  come  after 
him;  an  example  which  was  fuccefsfully  followed  by  a 
Chillingworth,  a  Locke,  and  a  Hoadly. — Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  afforded  feveral  proofs  in  this  reign  of  that  dignity 
of  compofition  which  he  afterwards  difplayed  in  his 
Hiftory  of  the  World. — A  book  has  lately  fallen  into  our 
hands,  which  informs  us  that  the  ftyle  of  William  Perkins, 
an  eminent  divine  at  Cambridge,  of  the  puritanical  caft,  is 
the  beft  of  any  of  that  age  or  the  next,  and  that  many 
palfages  in  his  writings  are  equal  to  thofe  of  the  beft  authors 
in  modern  times.  Not  having  read  Perkins’s  works,  we 
cannot  fay  how  far  this  high  character  of  them,  in  refpedt 
to  language,  is  juft.  The  puritans,  in  general,  paid  little 
attention  to  polite  ftudies,  and  the  elegancies  of  compo¬ 
fition.  Though  they  were  not  deftitute  of  erudition,  their 
learning  was  feldom  accompanied  with  tafte.  But  Perkins 
was  above  the  common  rank  of  the  divines  of  that  period ; 
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and  he  was  diftinguifhed  by  his  moderation,  a$  well  as  by 
his  ingenuity  and  literature. 

Some  of  the  fiatefmen  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  ex¬ 
celled  in  the  propriety,  freedom,  and  ftrength  of  their 
fiyle.  This  was  the  cafe  with  Walter  Devereux,  earl  of 
Efiex,  one  of  whole  letters,  which  is  preferved  in  the  Bio- 
graphia  Britannica,  is  admirable  with  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  written,  and  riles  much  above  the  general 
character  of  the  times.  Robert  Dudley,  earl  of  Leicefier, 
her  majefiy’s  great  favourite,  could  occafionally  diftinguifh 
himfelf  in  the  fame  way.  Several  of  his  letters  that  have 
fallen  under  our  obfervation  are  good  models  of  epifiolary 
compofition.  The  name  of  Thomas  RatclifFe,  earl  of 
Sufiex,  might  be  added  on  the  prefent  occaiion.  But  of 
all  the  ill uftrious  characters  of  this  period,  none,  with 
relation  to  the  ability  of  Engl  lib  compofition,  came  up  to 
Robert  Devereux,  earl  of  Elfex,  the  queen’s  other  favour¬ 
ite.  In  a  variety  of  in  Ranees  he  gave  ample  proofs  of  his 
being  both  a  vigorous  and  an  elegant  writer.  Indeed,  pub¬ 
lic  men  may  be  more  likely  to  excel  in  this  refpeCt  than 
mere  fcholars.  The  latter,  being  confined  to  their  clolets, 
are  in  danger  of  contracting  a  formality  and  ftiffnefs  of 
ftyle ;  and  this  was  particularly  the  cafe,  when  the  learned 
by  profeilion  did  not  fo  generally  mix  with  the  world  as  is 
cuftomary  at  prefent.  But  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the 
grand  feenes  of  bu.fi.nefs,  who  have  their  talents  called 
into  exercife  by  frequent  and  finking  emergencies,  and 
who  follow  the  dictates  of  their  immediate  feelings,  pro¬ 
vided  they  have  had  a  tolerable  education,  acquire  an  eafe 
and  a  variety  of  exprefiion,  which  the  others  cannot  readily 
attain. 

During  the  fhon  reigns  of  Edward  the  Sixth  and  queen 
Mary,  no  hiftorian  occurred  that  was  deemed  worthy  of 
notice.  In  Elizabeth’s  time,  hiftorical  compofition  con¬ 
tinued  (till  to  be  very  imperfedt ;  notwithfianding  which, 
feveral  writers  exified  who  muft  not  be  pafled  over  in 
filence ;  for,  though  they  are  defective  in  elegance,  they 
are  ufeful  for  the  information  they  have  given,  and  the 
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light  they  have  thrown  on  the  circumftances  and  manners 
ot  the  times. — Holinfhed  is  often  confulted  and  referred  to 
in  this  view.  His  Chronicles  which  extend  to  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  were  not  written  fold y  by  himfelf.  The  part  re¬ 
lating  to  England  was  in  a  great  meafure  his  own  /  but  in 
the  Irifh  hiftory  he  was  a  flirted  by  Richard  Stanyhurft,  and 
in  the  Scotch  by  Francis  Boteviile  The  whole  work  is 
chiefly  to  be  regarded  as  a  compilation.  Holinfhed  had 
various  other  afliftants,  two  of  whom  were  William  Ham- 
fon,  a  divine,  and  John,  Hooker  a  principal  citizen  of 
Exeter,  and  uncle  to  the  Richard  Hooker  whom  we  have 
‘had  fuch  particular  occafion  to  celebrate. — 

-  John  Stow,  is  ufually  deleribed  as  an  antiquary,  but  he 
mu  ft  be  mentioned  alfo  as  an  hiftorian.  The  utility  of  his 
works  in  this  character  has  been  experienced  by  many 
writers;  for  various  fads  are  related  by  hjm  that  are  curious 
and  interefting,  and  which  ftrongly  mark  the  age  wherein 
he  lived.  Stow  was  indefatigable  in  his  Collodions,  and 
honeft  and  faithful  in  his  recitals ;  and  there  is  a  fimplicity 
in  him,  which  fometimes  gives  greater  pleafure  than  more 
finiflied  narratives. — Thomas  Newton  extended  his  hifto- 
rical  views  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  nation;  for  lie 
wrote  a  hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  drawn  out  of  Aumiftus 
Curio,  and  a  fummary,  or  brief  chronicle  of  the  Saracens 
and  Turks, — Previoufly  to  the  prefent  period,  a  hiftory  of 
Italy,  which  efcaped  our  notice  in  its  proper  place,  was 
publifhed  by  William  Thomas,  who  had  reflded  a  con- 
fiderable  time  at  Bologna  and  Padua.— David  Chambers, 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  age,  which,  when  our  own 
tongue  was  not  ufed,  made  Latin  the  vehicle  of  informa¬ 
tion,  was  the  author  of  three  hiftorical  works,  relative  to 
France,  England,  and  Scotland,  that  were  compofed  in  the 
French  language.  1  This  was  a  mode)  not  to  be  followed  ; 
nor  do  we  recoiled  its  having  ever  been  followed.  In 
David  Chambers  it  arofe  from  his  peculiar  fituation:  for 
he  was  intimately  conneded  with  France,  and  refided  in 
that  country  the  laft  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a 
zealous  partisan  of  Mary,  queen  of  Scots. 
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In  the  reign  we  are  treating  of,  we  meet  with  the  firft 
examples  that  have  occurred  to  us  of  memoir  writing.  A 
beginning  was  made  by  a  famous  captain  of  the  age,  fir 
Roger  Williams,  who  publifhed  the  “  Addons  of  the  Low 
Countries,”  being  the  fcene  of  his  military  employments. 
He  wrote,  likewife  “  a  brief  Difcourfe  of  War.”  His 
narrative  has  been  well  fpoken  of  by  competent  judges. 
Another  memoir  writer  was  fir  Francis  Vere,  who  was  one 
of  the  greater!:  .heroes  of  an  heroic  age.  Like  Caffar,  he 
recorded  his  own  exploits,  and  gave  to  his  work  the  title 
of  Commentaries,  “  being  diverfe  pieces  of  fervice  wherein 
he  had  command.*”  We  need  not  fay  that  he  did  not  at¬ 
tain  to  the  glory  of  Csefar  as  an  author. — Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 
leigh  drew  up,  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  a  report  of  the 
truth  of  the  fight  about  the  ifies  of  Azores,  and  a  relation 
of  the  addon  at  Cadiz  ;  but  the  completion  of  his  hiftorical 
character  was  yet  to  come;  and  Camden’s  merit,  in  the 
fame  view,  belongs  to  the  next  reign. 

Hitherto  (David  Chambers  excepted)  we  have  confined 
dur  attention  to  thofe  who  wrote  hiftory  in  Englifti;  but 
there  were  feyeral  authors  who  ftill  gave  the  preference  to 
the'Latin  language  as  the  vehicle  of  their  narrations.  It 
was  in  that  language  that  Humphrey  Lluyd  compofed  his 
Breviary  of  Britain,  and  his  Chronicle  of  Wales.  It  was 
in  the  fame  language  that  Stanyhurft  digefted  his  four  books 
concerning  the  Tranfaddons  of  Ireland.  Twyne  aCted  in  a 
fimilar  manner  with  regard  to  hrs  commentaries  on  the 
affairs  of  Albion,  Britain,  and  England,  as  did  Nevyle  in 
his  narrative,  dedicated  to  archbifhop  Parker,  of  the  Nor¬ 
folk  infurredion  under  Kett.— John  Lefly,  bifhop  of  Rofs, 
and  the  great  and  able  advocate  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots, 
deferves  to  be  mentioned  with  particular  refpedt  as  a  Latin 
hiftorian.  His  hiftory  of  his  country,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  nation  to  his  own  times,  is  a  teftimony  both  of  his 
learning  and  judgment.  This  prelate  has  lately  been 
brought  into  notice,  and  juftice  has  been  done  to  his  cha¬ 
racter. —  But  of  all  the  hiftorians  who,  during  this  period, 
wrote  in  Latin,  the  firft  rank  is  due  to  George  Buchanan. 

We 
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We  enter  not  into  the  particular  circum fiances  of  his 

pcrfonal  conduct.  We  do  not  deny  that  he  has  fallen  into 
what  was  then  the  common  error,  of  paying  too  much 
credit  to  early  traditions.  We  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  he 
was  free  from  the  influence  of  political  prejudices  and 
connexions.  Thefe  things  we  leave  to  be  difeuffed  by  the 
angry  controversies  of  the  prefent  day.  He  has  doubt- 
lefs  his  faults  :  but  as  a  beautiful  writer  of  hiftory  in  Larin, 
none  of  his  contemporaries  can  be  placed  in  competition 
with  him.  He  may  even  be  mentioned  as  a  rival  of  the 
famed  Roman  hiftorians.  This  praife  will  be  granted  him, 
whatever  may  be  detraXed  from  him  in  other  refpeXs,  and 
this  praife  will  be  trarifmitted  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

Among  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians  of  the  reign,  a  juft 
tribute  of  applaufe  is  due  to  John  Fox,  commonly  called 
the  martyrologifL  In  his  aXs  and  monuments  of  the 
church,  he  has  left  a  proof  of  literary  diligence,  united 
with  a  confiderable  portion  of  literary  ability.  That  there 
fhould  be  fome  errors  in  lb  large  a  work  will  not  be  efteemed 
furprifmg,  and  his  zeal  for  proteftantifm  has  occafionally 
carried  him  too  far.  But  in  general,  he  is  a  very  faithful 
writer  ;  and  his  authorities  have  flood  the  tefl  of  a  rigid 
examination.  The  fimplicity  of  the  fly le,  and  the  intereft- 
ing  narratives  of  thole  who  fuffered  for  their  integrity, 
have  preferved  a  popularity  to  the  book,  elpecially  among 
the  lower  clafsof  religious  readers,  which  flill  continues. — 

CD  7 

Another  ecclefiaftical  hillorian  of  this  period  was  on  the 
different  fide  of  the  quejlion,  being  attached  to  the  Roman 
hierarchy.  We  mean  Nicholas  Harpsfeld,  whofe  works, 
which  are  written  in  Latin,  are  now  nearly  forgotten, 
though  the  author  is  underftood  to  have  been  a  man  of 
ability.  His  chief  performance,  which  is  a  church  hiftory 
of  England,  is  reported  to  be  learned  and  laborious. 

The  biographical  produXions  of  the  age  do  not  make  a 
diflinguifhed  figure.  John  Pit's  colleXions  are  not  totally 
ufelefs,  though  the  errors  of  them  are  almoft  innumerable. 
He  is  difgraced,  likewife,  by  his  extreme  partiality  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Romifh  writers.  Neverthelefs,  he  has  the  merit  of 
giving  fome  defirabte  information  concerning  feverat  popifh 
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authors  of  this  country,  who  lived  abroad  at  the  time  of 
the  reformation.— A  life  of  St.  Patrick  of  Ireland  was  puh- 
lifhed  by  Stanyhurft,  which  we  may  conjecture  nqt  to  have 
wanted  a  fufficient  portion  of  credulity  f — A  far  more  valur 
able  performance  was  the  Life  of  the  excellent  bifhop  Jewel 
bv  Lawrence  Humphrey,  Thefe  works  were  in  Latin. 
There  was  no  Engjifji  biography  at  this  time,  or  at  leaf| 
very  little,  excepting  the  materials  of  that  nature  which 
plight  be  collected  from  Fox’s  book  of  Martyrs,  and  our 
general  hiitorians. 

Antiquarian  learning  was  diligently  cultivated  during  the 
Teign  qr  Elizabeth.  Several  of  the  perfons  whom  we  have 
fpoken  of  as  hiftorical  writers,  deferve  to  be  particularly 
noticed  as  antiquaries.  Poteville  has  had  great  applaufes 
bellowed  upon  him  in  this  view;  and  Twyne  is  entitled  to 
equal  praifes. — As  to  Humphrey  LJuyd,  it  is  well  known, 
fhat.  he  fuflained  an  eminent  rank  in  the  fame  department 
of  literattire.  His  refearches  were  deep  and  curious,  and 
Jiis  writings  are  ftill  copfulted  by  thofe  who  devote  them- 
felves  to  the  ftudy  of  antiquities. — The  chief  work  of  John 
ptowe  was  his  c?  Survey  of  London/’  which  has  palled  through 
piany  editions ;  and,  in  the  prpfent  century,  has  been  re- 
publifhed,  with  great  advantage,  by  Strype,  Op  this  work 
have  been  founded  the  fubfequent  hiftories  of  London ; 
and,  whatever  commendations  they  may  claim  from  their 
additions  and  improvements,  a  large  portion  of  rperit  will 
llill  belong  to  Stow. — Archbifhop  Parker  mull  qpt  here  be 
forgotten,  who  was  not  only  a  zealous  and  liberal  encou- 
rager  of  antiquarian  purfuits,  but  an  excellent  antiquary 
himfelf.  Of  this  he  exhibited  ample  proofs  in  his  Treatile 
concerning  the  Antiquity  of  the  Englifh  Church,  and  in  his 
edition  or  four  of  our  belt  old  hiitorians,  Matthew  of 
Weftminfler,  Matthew  Paris,  Ayfferius,  and  Thomas 
Willingham.  —  Sir  Henry  Savile  exerted  himfelf  in  the 
fame  walk,  in  his  publication  of  fevefal  of  the  principal 

writers  of  Englifh  affairs  after  Bede. 

In  1590?  a  fociety  of  antiquaries  was  formed,  which  fub- 
filled  to  the  year  16  M,  when  it  was  dilfolved  by  the  def, 

ie^loufy  9^  King  James  the  Firft.  Its  peculiar  pb~ 

•  '  ,  ■  *  ’ 


XXV 


OF  KNOWLEDGE,  &c. 

jed  was,  to  illuftrate  whatever  related  to  the  hiftory,  laws, 
public  offices,  judicial  courts,  and  cuftoms  of  our  country; 
and  the  members  of  it  were  molt  of  them  eminently 
qualified  for  the  undertaking.  Their  difcourfes  are,  in 
general,  learned,  judicious,  and  inftrudive;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  they  have  the  quality  of  being  very  concife. 
The  writers  of  them  chiefly  confined  themfelves  to  a 
Ample  reprefentation  of  fads,  and  they  feem  to  have  known 
nothing  of  the  art  of  fpreading  a  fmall  quantity  of  mat¬ 
ter  into  a  large  fpace.  Some  of  the  perfons  who  were 
ornaments  of  this  fociety,  and  particularly  fir  Robert 
Cotton,  fir  John  Doddridge,  and  Selden,  properly  belong 
to  the  next  reign.  The  mod  illuftrious  names,  that  fall 
under  our  prefent  furvey,  are  thofe  of  Agard  and  Camden, 
who  were  antiquaries  of  the  firft  diftindion.  Arthur 
Agard's  Eflays  on  various  curious  objeds,  fhew,  that  in 
Englifh  antiquities,  he  had  few  equals,  and  fcareely  any 
fuperiors.— -It  was  in  the  period  we  are  treating  of  that 
Camden  publifhed  the  firft  edition  of  his  Britannia,  the 
merit  of  which  is  univerfally  known,  and  has  a^ain  and 
3gain  been  teftified  by  fucceffive  republications.  ^The  po¬ 
pularity  of  the  work  is  as  great  as  ever,  and  learned  men 
have  efteemed  it  an  honour  to  have  their  names  united  with 
that  of  Camden. 

We  come  now  to  a  very  important  objed ;  the  ftate  of 
Poetry  in  the  age  of  Elizabeth.  The  precife  nature  of  the 
Englifh.  poetry  of  this  reign,  and  the  improvements  to 
which  it  was  carried,  will  demand  a  particular  confidera- 
tion  :  but,  before  we  proceed  to  that  part  of  the  fubjed,  it 
will  be  proper  to  take  a  furvey  of  the  degree  in  which  Latin 
poetry  was  cultivated  in  Great  Britain,  during  the  period 
before  us.  We  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that 
Drant  was  tolerable  in  this  way,  and  Thomas  Newton  elegant. 
Were  it  a  point  of  fufficient  importance,  we  could,  with¬ 
out  much  labour,  bring  forward  the  names  of  a  number 
of  perfons,  who  exercifed  themfelves  in  Latin  verification. 
Anthony  Wood,  in  his  Athenas,  frequently  fpeaks  of  his 
learned  men,  as  having  been  good  poets  ;  but  it  will  be 
foqnd,  upon  examination,  that  they  had  very  flender  pre- 
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tenfions  to  the  character.  The  poems  mentioned  often 
appear  to  be  little  more  than  college  exertions,  or  occa- 
lional  tributes  of  refpect  to  the  memory  of  deceafed 
fcholars.  Many  of  them  were  never  publifhed  ;  and  thofe 
that  were  publifhed  received  only  the  applaufes  of  a  limited 
circle,  and  were  quickly  forgotten.  In  general,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  Latin  poetry  was  more  fuccefsfully  purfued 
in  foreign  countries,  efpecially  in  Italy,  than  in  our  own ; 
and  with  regard  to  Great  Britain,  it  fiourifhed  lefs  in  Eng¬ 
land  than  in  Scotland.  This  may  partly  be  accounted  for 
from  the  peculiar  circumflances  of  the  literary  men  of  the 
latter  kingdom  ;  numbers  of  whom  had  their  education,  and 
relided  much  abroad  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
they  contracted  a  higher  relifh  for  a  fpecies  of  competition 
that  was  peculiarly  fafhionable  in  the  places  they  vifited, 
and  an  excellence  in  which  recommended  them  to  protec¬ 
tion  and  patronage.  Not  having  the  u  Delicias  Poetarum 
Scotorum’*  at  hand,  perhaps  we  may  be  obliged  to  omit  a 
few  names  that  might  deferve  to  be  noticed  :  but  we  can¬ 
not  be  guilty  of  any  material  injuftice,  in  confining  our  atten¬ 
tion  only  to  the  four  following  perfons;  Patrick  Adamfon, 
George  Buchanan,  James  Crichton,  and  Mark  Alexander 
Boyd. 

Patrick  Adamfon,  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews,  was  a 
.man  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  and  left,  it  is  faid,  ieverai 
confiderable  manufcripts  behind  him.  His  publifhed  works, 
cohfifl  almoft  wholly  of  Latin  poetry.  Among  thefe, 
the  principal  are  a  verlion  of  the  book  of  Job,  and  Herod, 
a  tragedy.  As  we  have  never  read  them,  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  fay  what  is  their  fpecific  poetical  merit. 

Of  Buchanan,  we  can  fpeak  with  fome  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge.  His  character  as  a  poet  has  ufually  been  placed 
as  high  as  his  character  as  an  hiftorian.  That  in  this 
view  he  has  uncommon  excellence  cannot  be  doubted; 
but  perhaps  the  prailes  beftowed  upon,  him  have  fome- 
times  been  expreffed  in  the  language  of  exaggeration.  It 
has  been  tne  opinion  of  the  beft  judges,  that  he  occa¬ 
sionally  fails.  in  the  ftriCtnefs  of  clafficai  purity,  and  that  he 
is  often  Ovidian  rather  than  Virgilian.  His  poems  were 
.  z  '  .  very 
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very  numerous,  including  tragedies,  elegies,  and  compo- 
fitions  of  a  mifcellaneous  nature  ;  but  his  prime  work  in  the 
poetical  line,  is  his  tranllation  of  the  pfalms.  As  this 
work  is  very  excellent  in  general,  l'o  the  author  particularly 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  his  verfion  of  the  hundred  and 
fourth  pfalm.  With  regard  to  this  pfalm,  nine  Scottifh  poets 
difplayed  their  emulation  by  (hooting  in  the  fame  bow  ; 
but  they  fell  far  fhort  of  him  in  the  conteft. — As  we  now 
take  our  leave  of  Buchanan,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that  he  was  the  chief  literary  glory  of  Scotland  during  the 
prefent  period.  His  genius  was  of  the  fir  ft  rate,  and  it  was 
eminently  enriched  with  the  fores  of  learning.  The  fub- 
jeCts  he  wrote  upon  were  various,  and  in  all  of  them  he 
fhewed  how  much  he  could  excel  in  the  powers  of  compo- 
iition.  Thofe  who  are  the  mod  diflatisfied  with  his  per- 
fonal  character,  and  the  nioft  abhorrent  of  his  political 
conduCt,  will  concur  with  us  in  our  fentiments  of  his 
abilities  as  a  writer  and  a  fcholar. 

In  the  “  Admirable  Crichton,”  as  he  has  commonly  been 
ftyled,  we  arrive  to  the  prodigy  of  the  Scotch  Biographical 
Hiftory.  His  life,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  a  number  of 
authors,  was  nothing  but  a  fcene  of  wonders.  The  powers, 
both  of  body  and  mind,  which  he  pofieffed,  and  his  exer¬ 
tions  of  them,  are  reprefented  as  having  been  tranfcendant. 
But  it  unfortunately  happens,  that-  feveral  of  the  narratives 
which  we  have  of  him,  cannot  Efficiently  be  depended 
upon.  They  are  of  doubtful  authority,  and  particularly, 
will  not  (land  the  rigid  teft  of  chronological  difcuflion. 
Neither  are  the  few  monuments  which  are  left  of  his  genius 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  will  fupport  the  extraordinary  ideas 
that  have  been  entertained  concerning  him.  Four  Latin 
poems  conftitute  all  his  writings  that  have  been  transmitted 
to  pofterity  ;  and  it  cannot  be  faid  of  them,  that  they  place 
his  poetical  invention  and  abilities  in  a  very  high  point  of 
view.  The  character  which  has  been  given  of  Crichton, 
by  one  who  has  examined  the  matter,  is  as  follows :  “  He 
was  a  youth  of  fuch  lively  parts  as  excited  great  prefent 
admiration,  and  high  expectations  with  regard  to  his  future 
attainments.  He  appears  to  have  had  a  fine  perfon,  to 

have 
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have  been  adroit  in  his  bodily  exercifes,  to  have  poffefled  a 
peculiar  felicity  in  learning  languages,  to  have  enjoyed  a 
remarkably  quick  and  retentive  memory,  and  to  have  ex¬ 
celled  in  a  power  of  declamation,  a  fluency  of  fpeech,  and  a 
readinefs  of  reply.  His  knowledge,  likewife,  was  proba¬ 
bly  very  uncommon  for  his  years ;  and  this,  in  conjunction 
with  his  other  qualities,  enabled  him  to  fhine  in  public  de¬ 
putation.  But  whether  his  knowledge  and  learning  were 
accurate  or  profound,  may  juftly  be  queftioned  ;  and  it 
may  equally  be  doubted,  whecher  he  would  have  arifen  to 
any  extraordinary  degree  of  eminence  in  the  literary  world. 
It  will  always  be  reflected  upon  with  regret,  that  his  early 
and  untimely  death  prevented  this  matter  from  bein^ 
brought  to  the  teft  of  experiment.” 

Mark  Alexander  Boyd  was  of  a  character  fimilar  to  that 
of  Crichton.  He  refembled  him  in  the  livelinefs  of  his 
talents,  the  eccentricity  of  his  difpofttion,  and  the  variety 
of  his  adventures.  In  amiabienefs  of  temper  and  manners, 
Crichton  appears  to  have  been  fuperior  to  Boyd.  But 
however  defective  Boyd  might  be  in  this  refpeCt,  he  was 
undoubtedly  a  man  of  abilities,  which  he  exerted  on  various 
occafions.  He  left  behind  him  feveral  manufcripts  on  phi¬ 
lological,  political,  and  hiftorical  fubjeCts,  written  in  Latin 
and  in  French,  both  which  languages  were  as  familiar  to 
him  as  his  native  tongue.  The  only  works  of  his  that  have 
ever  been  committed  to  the  prefs  are  his  Poems,  which 
conftft  of  two  books  of  epigrams,  fourteen  Epiftles  of  the 
Heroines,  and  fourteen  Hymns.  As  a  Latin  poet,  Boyd 
rifes  above  many  of  his  contemporaries,  His  Epiftles  of 
the  Heroines  are  happy  imitations  of  Ovid ;  and  his 
Hymns,  which  are  in  the  heroic  meafure,  are  endued  with 
a  poetic  fpirit.  They  are  not,  as  might  be  expeCted  from 
the  appellation  given  them,  of  a  devotional,  but  a  mifeeb 
laneous  nature.  Three  inftances  excepted,  they  derive  their 
feparate  titles  from  fome  herb,  flower,  or  plant.  We  have 

no  difficulty  in  aflertiqg,  that  Boyd  was  a  better  poet  than 
Crichton, 

Englifli  poetry  aflumed  a  peculiar  importance  and  cha¬ 
racter  in  the  rejgn  pf  Elizabeth,  This  was  owing  to  a 
r;b:  '  variety 
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variety  of  caufes  and  'circumftances,  in  the  delineation  of 
which  the  beft  talk  we  can  perform,  and  the  mod  accept¬ 
able  fervice  we  can  offer  to  our  readers,  is  to  give  an 
abridged  account  of  what  Mr.  Warton  has  advanced  upon 
the  fubjedt.  The  age  we  are  treating  of  has  often  been 
called  the  golden  age  of  our  poetry ;  and,  if  this  may  not 
be  true  in  the  ftri&eft  fenfe,  it  was  certainly  a  very  poetical 
asra,  and  few  periods  can  be  mentioned  in  our  h  iff  or  y  which 
fhine  in  that  view  with  iuperior  luftre.  The  principal 
features  that  ftrike  us  in  the  poetry  of  the  times,  are  the 
predominancy  of  fables,  fidtion,  and  fancy,  and  a  fondnefs 
for  intereiling  adventures  and  pathetic  events.  This  cha- 
radteriftic  diftindlion  may  be  chiefly  referred  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  principles,  which  were  fometimes  blended,  and  fome- 
times  had  a  Angle  operation.  The  principles  we  fpeak  of 
*  were  the  revival  and  vernacular  verfions  of  the  daffies  ;  the 
viftonary  reveries  or  refinements  of  falfe  philofophy  ;  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fuperflition,  Efficient  for  the  purpofes  of  poetry; 
the  adoption  of  the  machineries  of  romance ;  and  the  fre¬ 
quency  and  improvement  of  allegoric  exhibitions  in  the 
popular  fpedtacles. 

After  the  corruptions  and  impoflures  of  popery  had  been 
detected  and  expofed,  and  the  treafures  of  antiquity  had 
been  opened,  a  new  turn  was  given  to  the  human  mind. 
The  faihion  of  cultivating  the  Greek  and  Roman  learning 
became  general ;  and  the  literary  character  was  no  longer 
appropriated  to  lcholars  by  profeffion,  but  affirmed  by  the 
nobility  and  gentry.  Formerly  the  ecclefiailics  had  found 
it  their  interefl;  to  keep  the  ancient  languages  to  themfelves, 
and  for  ages  they  had  fucceeded  in  being  almofl:  the  foie 
depofitaries  of  knowledge  ;  but  now  men  were  eager  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  acquaintance  with  what  had  fo  long  been  injurioufly 
concealed.  The  laity  had  been  taught  to  aflert  their  natural 
privileges,  and  would  not  permit  the  clergy  to  retain  the 
monopoly  of  literature.  Such  was  the  curiofity  for  new 
difeoveries,  that  all  perfons  of  leilure  and  fortune  were  ex? 
cited  to  the  fludy  of  the  daffies.  What  at  prefent  would 
be  deemed  pedantry,  was  then  confidered  as  politends. 
An  indifpenfable  and  ajmofl;  the  principal  object  in  the  cir- 
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cle  of  a  gentleman’s  education,  was  the  acquifitlon  of  an 
accurate  apprehenfion  of  the  phrafeology  and  peculiarities 
of  the  poets,  hiftorians,  and  orators  of  antiquity.  This, 
however,  often  went  little  farther  than  to  a  kind  of  techni¬ 
cal  erudition.  Even  the  young  ladies  of  fafhion  were  care¬ 
fully  inftituted  in  claffical  letters;  and  the  daughter  of  a 
duchefs  was  taught  not  only  to  diftil  ftrong  waters,  but  to 
conftrue  Greek.  Queen  Elizabeth’s  paffion  for  literary 
attainments  was  then  narural,  and  refulted  from  the  genius 
and  habitudes  of  the  age. 

As  tiie  works  of  antiquity  were  thus  familiarifed  to  the 
great,  every  thing  was  tindlured  with  ancient  hiftory  and 
mythology.  Though  the  Heathen  Gods  were  difcounte- 
nanced  by  the  rigid  puritans,  on  a  fuppofition  that  they 
tended  to  cherifh  and  revive  a  fpirit  of  idolatry,  they  came, 
neverthelefs,  into  general  vogue.  Almoft  every  pageant 
that  was  prefented  to  the  queen,  when  fhe  paraded  through 
a  country  town,  might  be  regarded  as  a  pantheon.  If  fhe 
paid  a  vifit  at  the  feat  of  any  of  her  nobility,  on  entering 
the  hall,  fhe  was  faluted  by  the  penates,  and  conducted  to 
her  privy-chamber  by  Mercury.  Nay,  the  paftry-cooks 
were  expert  mythologies ;  for  at  dinner,  feledt  transfor¬ 
mations  of  Ovid’s  Metamorphofes  were  exhibited  in  con- 
feftionary ;  and  the  fplendid  iceing  of  an  immenfe  hiftoric 
plumb'Cake  was  emboffed  with  a  delicious  baffo-relievo  of 
the  deftrudfion  of  Troy.  When,  in  the  afternoon,  her 
majefly  condefcended  to  walk  in  the  garden,  the  lake 
was  covered  with  tritons  and  nereids ;  the  pages  of  the 
family  were  converted  into  wood-nymphs,  who  peeped 
from  every  bower ;  and  the  footmen  gamboled  over  the 
lawns  in  the  figure  of  Satyrs.  This  inundation  of  claffical 
pedantry  fpeedily  mfedted  our  poetry.  Thefe  novel  imagi¬ 
nations  dazzled  our  writers,  who  were  already  trained  in 
the  fchool  of  Fancy,  and  induced  them  to  decorate  every 
compofition  with  the  divinities  and  heroes  of  Pagan  anti¬ 
quity.  The  confequence  of  this  was,  that  allufions  to  an¬ 
cient  fable,  were  often  introduced  without  any  regard  to 
propriety.  The  familiarity,  however,  with  the  ancient 
ftory,  which  by  degrees  had  fpread  among  the  common 
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people,  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  the  prevailing  ftiidy  of 
the  original  authors,  as  the  numerous  Englifh  verfions  of 
them,  which  were  continually  appearing,  and  employed 
many  a  pen.  Thefe  tranflations  had  the  effeCt  of  giving  a 
general  notoriety  to  the  tables  of  antiquity.  Ovid's  Meta- 
morphofes  in  particular,  tranflated  by  Golding,  difclofed  a 
new  world  of  fiCpion,  even  to  the  illiterate  ;  and  as  all  the 
Pagan  (lories  exifted  in  the  Englifh.  language,  and  in  books 
generally  read,  learned  allufions,  whether  in  a  poem  or  a 
pageant,  were  underilood  by  common  readers  and  common 
fpeCtators.  It  is  obfervable,  that  our  countrymen  were  firft 
principally  (truck  with  the  fabulous  inventions  of  the  daffies. 
To  their  regularity  of  ddign,  and  juflnels  of  fentiment, 
little  attention  was  paid.  It  was  beyond  the  comprehen- 
fion  of  a  comparatively  rude  age,  to  imitate  the  natural 
beauties  of  the  ancient  poets,  in  preference  to  their  mytho¬ 
logical  fictions.  Thefe  fictions  captivated  fo  ftrongly  the 
fancy  of  our  writers,  that  they  were  purfued  to  a  blameable 
excels. 

Another  prime  fource  of  the  poetry  peculiar  to  this  pe¬ 
riod,  may  be  traced  in  the  numerous  tranflations  of  Italian 
tales  into  our  own  tongue.  As  thefe  narratives  were  not 
confined  altogether  to  romantic  inventions,  but  deferibed 
real  life  and  manners,  and  excelled  in  the  artful  arrange¬ 
ment  of  fictitious  yet  probable  events,  they  afforded  a  new 
gratification  to  the  public,  and  became  the  fafhionable 
amufement  of  all  who  profejfficd  to  read  for  pleafure.  A 
multitude  of  plays  and  poems,  which  would  not  otherwife 
have  exified,  took  their  rife  from  them;  and  they  turned 
the  thoughts  of  our  writers  to  inventions  of  their  own,  of 
a  fimilar  nature.  Previoufly  to  the  circulation  of  thefe 
books,  affeCting  fituations,  the  combination  of  incident, 
and  the  pathos  of  cataftrophe,  were  little  known  ;  and  the 
diftrefs  in  particular,  that  arifes  from  the  conflicts  of  the 
tender  paffion,  had  not  yet  been  painted  in  its  mod  inte- 
refting  forms.  From  a  perufal  of  the  works  in  quef- 
tion,  our  poets  in  general,  and  efpecially  our  dramatic 
poets,  borrowed  ideas  of  a  legitimate  plot,  and  the 
complication  of.  faCts,  neceffary  to  conflitute  either  a 
comic  or  a  tragic  ftory.  As  knowledge  increafed,  genius 
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had  wanted  fubjeCts  and  materials;  but  the  tranflations 
from  the  Italian  authors,  fupplied  the  place  which  had 
formerly  been  occupied  by  legends  and  chronicles.  The 
old  hiftorical  fongs  of  the  minftrels  contained,  indeed, 
much  bold  adventure,  heroic  enterprife,  and  ftrong  touches 
of  rude  delineation;  but  they  were  defective  in  that  multi¬ 
plication  and  difpofition  of  circumftances,  and  in  that  de- 
fcription  of  characters  and  events,  approaching  nearer  to 
truth  and  reality,  which  a  more  curious  and  difcerning  age 
began  to  demand.  By  this  fort  of  reading,  the  rugged 
features  of  the  original  Gothic  romance  were  foftened  ; 
and  the  Italian  paftoral,  with  fome  mixture  of  the  kind  of 
incidents  defcribed  in  Heliodorus’s  Ethiopic  Hiftory,  was 
engrafted  on  the  feudal  manners  in  Sidney’s  Arcadia. 

One  thing  which  deferves  to  be  remembered  is,  that  the 
reformation  had  not  yet  dilpeiled  every  delufion,  nor  dif- 
inchanted  all  the  ftrong  holds  of  luperftition.  In  the 
mouldering  creed  of  tradition  a  few  dim  characters  were 
yet  apparent ;  nor  was  it  indeed  to  be  expeCted  that  the 
firft  glimmerings  of  the  morning  of  fcience  fhould  caufe 
every  goblin  of  ignorance  to  vanifh.  Reafon  permitted  a 
few  demons  (till  to  linger,  which  Ihe  chofe  to  retain  in  her 
fervice  under  the  direction  of  poetry.  It  was  mill  the  be¬ 
lief  of  men,  or  at  leaft  they  were  willing  to  believe,  that 
fpirits  were  hovering  around,  who  brought  with  them 
“  Airs  from  heaven  or  blafts  from  hell;”  that  theghoftwas 
duly  releafed  from  his  prifon  of  torment  at  the  found  of  the 
corfue;  and  that  fairies  imprinted  myfterious  circles  on 
the  turf  by  moonlight.  Even  the  pretenders  to  fciencc 
and  profound  fpeculation  continued  to  be  infeCted  with 
much  of  this  credulity.  Moft  of  thefe  fabulous  notions 
had  undoubtedly  been  credited  and  entertained,  in  a  far 
higher  degree,  in  the  preceding  periods.  But  the  poets  of 
thofe  times  were  too  little  fkilled  in  the  arts  of  compofi* 
tion,  to  manage  the  fictions  of  the  age  with  proper  addrefs 
and  judgment.  In  Elizabeth’s  reign  we  were  arrived  at 
that  point,  when  the  national  credulity,  chaftened  by  rea¬ 
fon,  had  produced  a  kind  of  civilifed  fuperftition,  and  left 
a  fet  of  traditions,  which  were  fufficient  for  poetic  decora¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  and  yet  not  too  violent  and  chimerical  for  common 
fenfe.  Even  the  fcientific  Hobbes  gave  his  fan&ion  to  an 
extravagance  of  fancy  in  the  productions  of  poetry. 

Although  the  Gothic  romance  had  been  fomewhat  fhaken 
by  the  claffical  fictions,  and  the  tales  of  Boccace  and  Ban- 
dello,  it  ftill  maintained  its  ground ;  and  the  daring  ma¬ 
chineries  of  giants,  dragons,  and  enchanted  cattles,  borrow¬ 
ed  from  the  magic  ftore-houfe  of  Boiardo,  Aricfto,  and 
TafTo,  began  to  be  employed  by  the  epic  mule.  Servile 
critics  have  cenfured  thefe  ornaments,  as  .  abounding  in 
whimfical  abfurdities,  and  as  unwarrantable  deviations  from 
the  praCtice  of  Homer  and  Virgil.  Homer  and  Virgil, 
however,  are  not  free  from  abfurdities,  if  fuch  they  are  to 
be  ftyled.  On  the  principles  of  the  critics  in  queftion, 
genuine  poetry,  elpecially  in  the  higheft  fpecies  of  it, 
would  be  deftroyed. 

From  the  religious  dramas,  allegory  had  been  adopted 
into  our  civil  fpeCtacles.  Not  only  were  the  mafques  and 
pageantries  of  the  age  of  Elizabeth  furnifhed  with  heathen 
divinities,  but  the  virtues  and  vices  were  imperfonated,  fig- 
nificantly  decorated,  accurately  diftinguifhed  by  their  pro¬ 
per  types,  and  reprefented  by  living  adors.  The  ancient 
fymbolical  fhews  of  this  fort  began  to  aflame  a  degree  of 
poetical  elegance  and  precifion  ;  and  it  was  not  merely  in 
the  conformation  of  particular  figures  that  much  fancy  was 
fhewn,  but  in  the  contexture  of  fome  of  the  fables  or  de¬ 
vices  prefented  by  groupes  of  ideal  perfonages.  Creative 
invention  was  quickened  by  thefe  exhibitions,  which  re¬ 
flected  back  upon  poetry,  what  poetry  had  given.  In 
confequence  of  their  familiarity  and  public  nature,  a  na¬ 
tional  tafle  for  allegory  was  formed  ;  fo  that  the  allegorical 
poets  now  wrote  to  the  underftanding  and  feelings  of  the 
people.  Even  romance  was  turned  to  this  channel ;  and 
in  the  Fairy  Queen,  allegory  is  built  upon  chivalry. 

It  added  to  the  freedom,  we  may  fay  to  the  boldnefs,  of 
the  poetry  of  this  period,  that  our  writers  were  not  ham¬ 
pered  by  the  flri&nefs  of  rules.  Very  few  critical  treatifes 
had  been  produced,  and  only  one  art  of  poetry.  Canons 
of  competition  had  not-  abfolutely  determined  concerning 
fentiments  and  images;  nor  was  genius  awed  by  the  ap- 
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prehenfion  of  a  future  afid  final  arraignment  at  the  tribunal 
of  Tafle.  Every  man  indulged  a  capricioulnefs  of  invent 
tion,  without  too  clofely  confulting  the  laws  of  correCtnefs. 
It  was  chiefly  to  his  voluntary  feelings,  to  his  own  imme¬ 
diate  and  peculiar  mode  of  conception,  that  the  poet  made 
his  appeal.  With  this  freedom  of  thought  there  was  often 
joined  an  undifguifed  franknefs  of  expreflion ;  and  both 
together  contributed  to  produce  the  flowing  modulation 
which  now  marked  the  meafures  of  our  poets,  and  which, 
by  an  aim  oft  unaccountable  perverfion  of  tafte,  degene-^ 
rated  in  the  next  age  into  the  oppofite  extreme  of  diflon- 
ance  and  afperitv.  Selection  and  difcrimination  had  not 
yet  marked  the  character  of  our  authors,  who  wandered  ip 
the  purfuit  of  univerfal  nature,  without  hefitating  at  break¬ 
ing  the  boundaries  of  imaginary  method. 

It  was  not  tili  the  latter  end  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign, 
that  fatires,  properly  fo  called,  were  produced,  and  thefe 
were  very  few  in  number.  Readers  who  loved  to  range  in  the 
regions  of  artificial  manners  and  narratives  were  not  attached 
to  pictures  at  large  of  the  vices  of  the  times.  The  poetry 
of  this  period  was  too  folemn  and  referved  to  ftoop  to 
common  life.  Satire  is  never  carried  to  perfection,  or 
univerfally  admired,  excepting  in  an  age  that  is  highly  po¬ 
liced.  ’ 

As  the  importance  of  the  female  character  was  not  com¬ 
monly  acknowledged,  nor  woman  admitted  into  the  general 
commerce  of  fociety,  the  interpourfe  of  fexes  had  not  im¬ 
parted  a  comic  air  to  poetry,  or  foftened  the  feverer  tone  of 
our  verification,  with  the  levities  of  gallantry,  and  the  fami¬ 
liarities  of  compliment.  The  abfence  of  fo  material  a  cir- 
cumftance  nriuft  have  influenced  the  contemporary  poetical 
compofitipns.  Many  traces  remain  of  what  was  in  this  re- 
fpeCt  the  flate  pf  manners  among  our  anceflors.  Women, 
we  fee,  ufualjy  make  but  a  fmall  figure  in  the  tragedies  and 
comedies  of  Shake! peare.  However  neceflary.  the  he¬ 
roines  may,  on  the  whole,  be  to  the  piece,  they  are  com- 
pioply  degraded  to  the  back-ground.  As  to  the  ladies  in 
comedy,  they  are  nothing  more  than  i(  merry  wives/’  plain 
fl  ^  *  tui  matron's,  If,  in  the  fmafler  poems,  a  lover 
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praifes  his  midrefs,  (he  is  complimented,  without  elegance 
and  without  affection,  in  drains  that  are  neither  polite  nor  pa¬ 
thetic.  She  is  defcribed  not  in  the  real  colours,  and  with 
the  genuine  accompliihments  of  nature,  but  as  an  eccent  ric 
being,  that-infpired  fentimeiits  equally  umeaning,  hyper¬ 
bolical,  and  unnatural. 

AH,  or  mod  of  the  circumdailces  we  have  mentioned* 
contributed  to  give  a  defcriptive,  a  picturefque,  and  figura¬ 
tive  cad  to  the  poetical  language  of  our  country  ;  and  even 
the  profe  compofitions  of  Elizabeth's  reign  took  a  tincture 
from  tife  fame  caufes.  In  the  mean  while,  general  know¬ 
ledge  was  widely  and  rapidly  increafing.  Books  began  to 
be  multiplied,  and  many  ufeful  and  rational  topics  had  been 
difculfed  in  our  own  tongue.  Science,  at  the  fame  time, 
had  not  made  fuch  great  advances  as  to  damp  the  fpirit  of 
invention.  On  the  whole,  we  were  now  arrived  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  that  was  eminently  propit'ous  to  original  and  true 
poetry.  It  was  a  period  in  which  genius  was  rather  directed 
than  governed  by  judgment  ;  and  in  which  tade  and  learn¬ 
ing  had  fo  far  only  difclplined  imagination,  as  to  luffer  its 
exceffes  to  pafs  without  cenfure  or  controul,  for  the  fake  of 
the  beauties  to  which  they  were  allied. 

At  a  time  when  the  objects  pointed  but  by  us  were  caE 
emulated  to  have  fuch. a  powerful  operation  upon  the  nature 
and  character  of  our  poetry,  a  genius  arofe  of  the  fird  order, 
who  was  animated  with  a  full  portion  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
age,  and  capable  of  paintihg  it  in  all  its  energy.  We 
heed  not  fay  that  this  genius  was  Spenfer,  and  that  we 
refer  to  the  Fairy  Queen.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  from  the  revival  and  dudy  of  the  ancient  poets  and 
critics,  that  indead  of  the  romantic  manner  of  compofition 
which  had  formerly  prevailed,  a  new,  and  what  is  common¬ 
ly  edeemed,  a  more  legitimate  tade  of  writing  would  have 
fucceeded.  But  it  was  very  dowly  that  fuch  a  change  was 
effected  5  nor  was  any  considerable  improvement  made  irt 
the  date  of  criticifm  till  a  long  time  after  the  redoration  of 
ancient  learning.  It  was  not  to  Homer,  or  Virgil,  or  ever! 
to  Taffo,  that  Spenfer  looked  up  to  for  a  model  j  but  to 
Ariodo  ;  and  it  was  confequently  his  intention  to  produce 
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a  poem  which  (hould  confift  of  allegories,  enchantments,  and 
romantic  expeditions,  conducted  by  knights,  giants,  magi¬ 
cians,  and  fictitious  beings.  If  he  was  biamable  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  the  fault  is  not  fo  much  to  be  imputed  to  himfelf 
as  to  the  times  in  which  he  lived.  It  was  natural  for  him 
to  follow  the  mode  of  compofition  which  then  was  rno'ft 
admired,  and  to  adopt  thofe  laws  of  tafte,  which  Italian 
critics  had  approved  :  for  Italy,  not  France,  was  in  queen 
Elizabeth's  reign  the  arbiter  of  elegance;  and  in  Italy  Ari- 
ofto  was  greatly  preferred  to  Taffo.  Whether  this  opinion 
was  juft  or  not,  we  are  not  here  called  upon  to  determine. 
It  is  fufficient  to  our  purpofe  to  obferve,  that  it  was  em¬ 
braced  by  Spenfer  ;  and  that  upon  this  principle,  the  plan 
of  his  poem,  which  is  as  follows,  was  framed. 

It  is  luppofed  by  the  poet,  that  the  Faery  Queene* 
according  to  an  annual  cuftom,  held  a  magnificent  feaft, 
that  continued  twelve  days,  in  the  courfe  of  which  twelve 
feveral  complaints  are  prefented  before  her.  In  order,, 
therefore,  to  redrefs  the  injuries  which  occafioned  thefe 
complaints,  Ihe  difpatches,  with  proper  commiffions, 
twelve  knights,  each  of  whom,  in  the  adventure  allotted 
to  him,  proves  an  example  of  fome  particular  virtue ;  and 
has  one  complete  book  afiigned  to  him,  of  which  he  is  the 
hero.  Befides  thefe  twelve  knights,  feverally  exemplify¬ 
ing  twelve  moral  virtues,  Spenfer  has  conftituted  one  prin¬ 
cipal  knight  or  general  hero,  viz.  Prince  Arthur,  who 
reprefents  Magnificence  ;  a  virtue  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  perfection  of  all  the  reft.  Arthur  aftifts  in  every 
book,  and  the  end  of  his  actions  is  to  difcover,  and  win 
Gloriana,  or  Glory.  The  character,  in  fhort,  which  the 
poet  profeftes  to  pourtray,  is  cc  the  image  of  a  brave  knight 
perfected  in  the  twelve  private  moral  virtues.>, 

In  eftablifhing  one  hero,  who  fhould  exemplify  the  grand 
character  which  the  author  had  in  view,  he  evidently  copied 
the  caft  and  conftruCtion  of  the  ancient  epic.  But  while 
he  was  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  unity 
of  the  hero  and  of  his  defign,  he  was  not  fufEciently  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  neceflity  of  preferving  that  unity  of  aCtion,, 
without  which  the  former  could  not  be  properly  accorri- 
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plifhed.  His  method,  at  lead,  is  very  different  from  that 
which  was  praCtifed  by  Homer  and  Virgil,  in  conducting 
their  heroes  to  their  propofed  end.  It  it  fhould  be  en¬ 
quired  how  it  is  that  Arthur  executes  the  grand,  Ample, 
and  ultimate  defign  intended  by  Spenfer,  it  may  be  alleged 
that  the  hero,  by  lending  his  refpective.  affiltance  to  each 
of  the  twelve  knights,  approaches,  in  his  allotted  defence 
of  them,  dill  nearer  and  nearer  to  glory,  till  at  iad  he  gains 
a  complete  poffeflion.  But  the  reward  in  this  cafe  is  lupe- 
rior  to  the  merit.  Arthur,  indead  of  merely  giving  his 
aid  to  the  other  knights,  fhould  have  been  the  leading 
adventurer.  If  in  his  own  perfon  he  had  exerted  dimfeit 
in  the  protection  of  the  twelve  virtues,  he  might  defervedly 
have  been  dyled  the  perfeCt  pattein  of  all,  and  have  luc- 
ceeded  in  the  talk  affigned,  the  attainment  of  glory.  As 
matters  now  dand,  the  difficulties  which  we  expeCt  Arthur 
to  furmount,  in  order  to  accomplilh  his  nnal  atchievement, 
are  removed  by  others  ;  and  therefore  he  only  fudains  a 
fubordinate  or  acceffory  character.  On  the  whole  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  the  adventures  in  the  4<  Fairy  Queen,  when 
feparately  taken  as  the  fubjeCt  of  each  fingle  book,  have 
not  always  a  mutual  dependence  upon  each  other,  and  con-» 
fequently  do  not  contribute,  in  the  manner  which  they 
ought  to  have  done,  to  form  one  legitimate  poem.  Spenfer 
was  probably  aware,  that  by  condituting  twelve  leveral 
adventures  for  twelve  feveral  heroes,  the  want  of  a  general 
connexion  would  often  be  diicerned.  Perhaps  it  was  on 
this  account  that  he  was  fomettmes  induced  to  refume  and 
dnifh,  in  a  didant  book,  a  tale  formerly  begun  and  left  im- 
perfect.  This  conduCt,  however,  is  highly  inartificial;  as 
it  dedroys  that  repofe  of  mind  which  is  felt  after  having 
accompanied  a  hero,  through  a  variety  of  druggies  and 
didreffes,  to  fuccels  and  victory.  To  intioduce  him  after¬ 
wards  in  a  lower  feene  of  aCtion,  is  to  derogate  from  his 
dignity,  and  to  fully  the  tranlcendent  ludre  of  his  former 

exploits. 

It  is  probable  that  Spenfer  would  have  involved  both 
himfelf  and  his  readers  in  lefs  embarafiment,.  if  he  had 
made  every  book  one  entire  detacned  poem  of  twelve 

cantos,  without  any  reference  to  the  red.  In  that  cafe  he 

would 
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would  have  written  twelve  different  books,  in  each  of 
which  he  might  have  completed  the  pattern  of  a  particular 
virtue  in  twelve  knights  refpeCtiveiy  ;  whereas  by  the  me¬ 
thod  he  has  adopted,  his  endeavour  to  reprefent  all  the 
virtues  exemplified  in  one,  has  failed  of  fuccefs. 

Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  thefe  obfervations,  it  is 
not  meant  to  apply  them,  in  the  way  of  condemnation,  to 
the  “  Fairy  Queen.”  It  would  not  be  reafonable  to  judge 
Spenfer  by  precepts  which  he  did  not  attend  to,  and  the 
authority  of  which  was  not  acknowledged  at  the  period 
wherein  he  lived.  It  would  have  been  totally  foreign  to 
his  defign,  and  to  the  nature  of  his  fubjeCt,  to  have  con¬ 
ducted  it  according  to  the  ftriCt  laws  of  claffical  tafte,  and 
the  rules  of  Ariftotle.  Our  great  poet  proceeded  upon  a 
plan  which  was  derived  from  the  eftablifhed  modes  and 
ideas  of  chivalry  ;  and  in  doing  this  he  wrote  with  the  ex¬ 
uberance  of  a  warm  imagination  and  a  ftrong  fenfibility* 
His  bu finefs  was  to  engage  the  fancy,  and  to  intereft  the 
attention  by  bold  and  finking  images  ;  which  were  con¬ 
ceived  with  rapidity,  and  arranged  without  art.  As  the 
chief  fources  of  delight  were  the  various  and  the  marvel¬ 
lous,  Spenfer  was  naturally  led  to  ranfack  alike  the  regions 
of  reality  and  romance,  ot  truth  and  fiCtion,  in  order  tci 
find  the  proper  decorations  and  furniture  for  his  noble  un¬ 
dertaking.  Deflitute,  therefore,  as  the  C(  Fairy  Queen” 
may  be  thought  to  be  of  that  oeconorny  which  epic  feverity 
requires,  we  lcarcely  regret  the  lofs,  while  it  is  foamply  fup- 
plied  by  fomething  more  powerfully  attracting;  fomcthing 
which  engages  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  in  preference  to 
the  cold  approbation  of  the  head.  If  there  be  any  poem, 
the  graces  of  which  pleafe,  becaufe  they  are  fituated  beyond 
the  reach  of  art,  and  in  which  the  force  and  faculties  of 
creative  imagination  give  the  higheft  delight,  Spe  lifer's  is 
that  poem.  Though  the  critic  may  not  be  fatisfied,  the 
reader  is  tranfported ;  Which  is  perhaps  the  befit  of  all 

praiies.  _  v  .  ,  4 

,  Did  the  nature  and  limits  of  our  article  admit  of  it,  we 
might,  with  the  afiiltance  of  the  able  writer  who  has  paid 
the  belt  and  completed:  attention  to  the  lubjeCt,  enter  into 
a  long  difeuffion  of  the  <c  Fairy  Queen-”  We  might  en- 

krgd 
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large  on  Spenfer’s  imitations  from  old  romances,  and  from 
Chaucer  and  Ariodo;  on  his  ufe  and  abufe  of  ancient 
hidory  and  mythology ;  on  his  allegorical  character  ;  and 
on  various  other  particulars:  but  it  mud  fuffice  to  take 
fome  notice  of  his  ftanza,  verification,  and  language. 
The  danza,  with  the  addition  of  one  line,  was  adopted  by 
him  from  the  practice  of  Ariodo  and  Taffo,  the  fafhionable 
poets  of  the  age.  But  in  chudng  this  danza,  Spenfer  did 
not  pay  a  proper  regard  to  the  genius  of  the  Englidi  lan¬ 
guage,  which  does  not  fall  fo  eafily  as  the  Italian  does,  into 
|  a  frequent  repetition  of  the  fame  termination.  JSior  did 
Ariodo  and  Taffo  embarrafs  themfelves  with  the  necejlity 
of  finding  out  fo  many  fimilar  terminations  as  Spenfer.  In 
their  “  Ottava  Rima”  there  were  only  three  fimilar  endings, 
alternatively  rhyming;  and  the  two  lad  lines  formed  a  dif- 
tinCt  rhyme  :  whereas,  in  Spenfer,  the  fecond  rhyme  is 
repeated  four  times,  and  the  third  three.  By  this  con- 
draint,  our  poet  was  almod  unavoidably  led  into  feveral 
faults  of  confiderable  magnitude.  It  hence  happened,  that 
however  unimportant  the  thing  might  be  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  exprefs,  he  was  fometimes  obliged  to  dilate  it 
with  trifling  and  tedious  circumdances.  At  other  times, 
when  matter  failed  towards  the  clofe  of  a  danza,  he  was 
laid  under  the  necedity  of  running  into  a  ridiculous  re¬ 
dundancy  and  repetition  of  words;  and  he  was  occafionally 
forced  to  make  out  his  compliment  of  rhymes,  by  intro 
ducing  a  puerile  or  impertinent  idea.  To  the  difficulty  of 
a  danza,  fo  injudicioufly  chofen,  may  be  properly  imputed 
the  great  number  of  his  ellipfes;  for  it  is  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  the  condraint  which  is  productive  of  fuperduity, 
fhould  be  likewife  the  caule  of  omiflion. 

Though  thefe  inconveniences  flowed  from  Spenfer’s 
rneafure,  it  mud  neverthelefs  be  acknowledged,  that  fome 
advantages  arofe  from  it;  and  it  may  in  particular  be  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  fullnefs  and  fignificancy  of  his  defcriptions 
are  frequently  owing  to  the  prolixity  of  his  danza.  Laden 
he  was  with  fo  many  fhackles,  it  is  indeed  furprifing 
that  he  fhould,  upon  the  whole,  execute  a  poem  of  fuch 
uncommon  length  with  fo  much  eafe  and  fpirit.  He  has  not 
been  fo  earelefs  as  to  permit  the  fame  word  to  be  repeated 
#s  a  rhyme  to  itfelf,  in  more  than  four  or  five  indances; 

which 
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which  is  an  extraordinary  circumdance,  when  we  conlldef 
the  time  wherein  he  wrote,  and  the  nature  of  his  danza. 
Amidd  his  affedfed  and  too  frequent  ufe  of  obfolete  words 
and  phrafes,  his  dyle,  in  general,  is  diftinguifhed  by  its  per- 
fpicuity  and  facility.  His  lines  are  feldom  broken  by 
tranfpofitions,  antitheses,  or  parenthefes ;  and  his  fenfe 
and  found  are  equally  flowing  and  uninterrupted.  In  fhort, 
when  every  fault  is  pointed  out  which  can  be  afcribed, 
either  to  the  author  hirnfelf,  or  to  the  age  in  which  he 
flourifhed,  it  will  ftill  be  found,  that  he  eminently  excelled 
in  the  richnefs  of  his  harmony,  and  the  beauty  of  his  ver- 
fification. 

In  the  character  of  a  poet,  Spenfer  fudains  a  very  high 
and  eminent  rank.  We  fhould  run  no  hazard  of  rational 
con  tradition,  were  we  to  affert,  that  in  powers  of  inven¬ 
tion  and  richnefs  of  fancy,  he  has  fcarcely  ever  been  ex¬ 
ceeded.  To  the  difplay  of  thefe  talents,  the  fubjedts  he 
was  led  to  by  the  fafhionable  reading  of  the  times  were  pe¬ 
culiarly  accommodated.  There  could  not  be  more  admi¬ 
rable  inflruments  in  the  hands  of  a  genuine  poet,  than  the 
adventures  and  manners  of  chivalry,  and  the  fuperflitions 
and  enchantments  of  the  dark  ages.  They  gave  fcope  for 
all  the  wildnefs  and  beauty  of  imagery,  and  for  all  the 
fplendour  and  majefly  of  defcription  ;  circumftances  of 
which  Spenfer  hath  availed  hirnfelf  in  the  highefl  degree. 
As,  therefore,  the  “  Fairy  Queen”  comes  recommended 
to  us  by  fo  many  excellencies,  it  may  be  thought  furprifing 
that,  at  prefent,  it  fhould,  comparatively,  have  only  a 
fmall  number  of  readers.  But  this  may  be  accounted  for 
from  feveral  caules.  The  cuftoms  and  manners  defcribed 
by  Spenfer  are  v an i fired  away,  and  confequently  are  little 
underflood  by  the  bulk  of  mankind.  His  allufions,  like- 
wife,  are  often  too  abflrufe  and  learned  for  common  ap¬ 
prehend  on  ;  and  fome  degree  of  obfoletenefs  hangs  upon 
his  language.  Nor  is  allegorical  poetry  adapted  to  the 
general  underflanding.  Hence  it  is  that  Spenfer,  with 
all  his  merit,  can  only  be  the  lading  favourite  of  the  few, 
who,  by  reading  and  true  tade,  are  fully  qualified  to  ap¬ 
preciate,  and  to  feel,  his  tranfeendent  beauties.  By  fuch 
perfons,  he  will  be  admired  and  applauded,  fo  long  as 
poetry  fhall  continue  to  be  the  objedt  of  admiration  and 
applaufc. 
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chapter  1. 


France-,  State  of  Parties  previous  to  the  Meeting  of  the  States*  Genera!* 
Riot  at  Paris.  Ajfembly  of  the  States.  Conttji  with  rjpetl  to  the  Mode  of 
votinv  by  Orders  or  by  Poll .  The  Tiers  Etdt  conJUtute  themf elves  a  Na¬ 

tional  Ajfembly.  Ajfembly  repulfed from  the  Hall  of  the  States »  Take  an 
cath  never  to  feparate  till  the  Conjlitution  be  fettled.  Royal  Sejfion .  Union 

of  the  Orders.  Projects  of  the  Court .  Paris  encircled  with  Military. 
Soldiers  releafed  from  Prifon  by  the  Populace.  Famine  in.  Paris.  Remon¬ 
franc  e  of  the  Ajfembly.  Bfniijfton  of  M.  Neckar.  Dijbrbances  at  Pa¬ 
rris.  Firmnefs  of  the  National  Ajfembly ,  The  Bajlille  taken. 


WHATEVER  may  be  the  ul¬ 
timate  confequences  of  the 
French  Revolution,  its  origiji  and 
progrefs  conftitute  perhaps  the  moft 
intereffing  fubjetft  of  modern  hif- 
tory.  It  has  exhibited  the  lingu¬ 
lar  fpeflacle  of  twenty-fix  millions 
of  citizens,  with  a  unanimity  which 
is  unparalleled,  with  a  perfeverance 
which  was  irrefiftible,  and  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  ftrongeft  of  human 
prejudices,  demanding  and  recover¬ 
ing  their  long-loft  rightsi  It  has 
exhibited  Something  ftill  more  ex¬ 
traordinary  ;  and  has  evinced,  that  a 
Handing  army  is  no  longer  that  paf- 
five  engine  in  the  hand  of  deipo- 
tifm,  that  it  was  formerly  imagined; 
and  that  to  retain  mankind  in  a 
ftate  of  flavery,  they  mull  be  kept 
in  a  ftate  of  ignorance.  In  the  de¬ 
tail  of  fuch  a  revolution,  the  eye  of 


humanity  will  neceffarilv  be  arrefted 
by  fome  feenes  on  which  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  dwell  with  fatisfaTion, 
and  the  judgement  of  the  politician 
will  as  necelfarily  meet  with  fome 
tranfaffions  which  it  cannot  ap¬ 
prove.  There  is  nothing  •  io  diffi¬ 
cult  to  moderate  and  reftrain  as  po¬ 
pular  fentiment  5  and  the  vacillati¬ 
ons  of  opinion  are  leldom  regulated, 
but  commonly  vibrate  irom  one  ex¬ 
treme  to  the  other. 

The  attention  of  all  Europe  was 
fixed  on  the  meeting  of  the  ftates- 
general,  while  the  minds  of  the 
French  themfelves  continued  to  be 
agitated  by  a  variety  of  different  and 
contending  paffions  and  opinions. 
Thofe  who  were  in  poffeffion  of 
power,  were  delirous  of  retaining  it ; 
and  thofe  who  had  no  dependence 
but  upon  their  abilities,  hoped  that 
A  A  2  a  new 
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a  rtcw  tonflitutioil  of  things  wduld 
elevate  them  to  that  rank,  to  which, 
from  their  merits,  they  conceived 
themfelves  entitled.  The  two  great 
parties,  which  were  afterwards  to 
divide  the  nation,  were  already- 
formed.  The  pertinacity  with 
which  the  privileged  orders  were 
determined  to  adhere  to  their 
peculiar  advantages*  is  evident  from 
what  we  have  hated  in  our  preceding 
Volume;  and  on  the  other  hand,  a 
multitude  of  writers  of  the  greatefl 
eminence  were  employed  in  exciting 
the  tiers  etat  to  the  affertion  of 
its  rights.  The  claims  of  the  no¬ 
bility  and  clergy  were  examined 
with  aCutenefs,  with  precifion,  with 
refearch.  The  balance  of  ability 
Was  greatly  on  the  fide  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  itfages  of  antiquity 
faded  before  the  light  of  genius  and 
of  truth.  Previous  to  this  period, 
that  extraordinary  fociety  or  club 
was  formed,  which  has  fince  had 
fo  confiderable,  and  perhaps  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  an  influence  over  the  public 
affairs.  Its  members  inftituted  an 
active  correfpondence  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and,  by  cultivating  a 
uniformity  of  opinion  oil  political 
fubjefts,  produced,  in  time,  that 
uniformity  of  will  which  afterwards 
appeared  to  govern  the  popular 
counfels. 

The  political  fchifm  which  had 
already  taken  place,  was  not  likely 
to  be  compofed  during  the  neceflary 
turbulence  of  an  election.  Yet  the 
fyflem  on  which  the  French  electi¬ 
ons  are  conducted,  is  lefs  liable  to 
tumult  anddiforder  than  where  there 
is  an  open  and  immediate  poll ;  and 
.  though  the  leaders  of  parties  were 
fufhciently  animated  in  the  fupport 
of  their  particular/  fentiments,  the 
great  body  of  the  people  were  ei¬ 
ther  dubious  of  the  confequences,  or 
were  not  yet  warmed  in  the  contefl. 
The  meetings  for  the  nomination 


of  electors  were  not  fo  numerotlfly 
attended  as  might  have  been  fup- 
pofed  j  and  even  in  fome  places 
where  a  thoufand  voters  were  ex¬ 
pected,  not  above  fifty  appeared. 

The  fpirit  of  the  two  parties  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  cahiers  (or  inft ruc¬ 
tions  to  their  repreferitatives)  which 
were  drawn  up  upon  this  occafion. 
The  nobility  and  the  clergy  in  their 
feparate  chambers  digefted  their  in- 
flruftions,  the  firft  object  of  which 
was  to  preferve  what  they  were 
pleafed  to  confider  as  their  own 
rights,  the  fecond  to  demand  the 
rights  of  the  people.  The  mon¬ 
arch,  according  to  this  fyflem,  was 
the  only  devoted  party  ;  and  with 
his  rights  the  ftates-general  might 
make  as  free  as  they  pleafed.  All 
parties,  however,  agreed  in  renounc¬ 
ing  a  part  of  their  pecuniary  privi¬ 
leges.  The  inftruftions  of  the  tiers 
etat  were  haflily  compofed  y  but 
that  uniformity  of  fentiment,  which, 
the  fufferings  of  the  people,  and  tjie 
a£livity  of  their  leaders  had  pro¬ 
duced,  was  evident  in  them  all* 
They  demanded  the  fuppiefhon  of 
more  abufes  than  the  national  al- 
fembly  has  been  able  in  three  years 
to  dellroy,  more  than  perhaps  ever 
can  be  eradicated  ;  and  a  confidera¬ 
ble  number  of  their  requifitions  are 
flill  remitted  to  the  confideration  of 
pollerity;— -all,  however,  were  una¬ 
nimous  in  demanding  a  con  dilution., 
liberty,  the  affumption  of  natural 
rights,  and  the  protection  of  the 
public  treafu.  e  from  the  depreda¬ 
tions  of  the  court.  The  deputies 
of  each  order  departed  thus  in/,r lift¬ 
ed  to  maintain  the  claims  of  their 
particular  party.  “  Thofe  of  the 
tiers  etat,”  fays  a  diflinguifhed 
member  of  the  afiembly,  <c  carried 
with  them  the  benedictions  and  the 
prayers  of  the  multitude.” 

Such  were  the  objects  which  oc¬ 
cupied  the  reflecting  part  of  the  na¬ 
tion  : 
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tion  ;  but  whatever  might  be  the 
expectations  of  others,  the  favou¬ 
rites  of  the  court  could  not  fail  to 
perceive  that  the  violence  of  the 
ftorm  would  break  upon  their  heads. 
The  inftruCfions  which  were  dic¬ 
tated  by  -  the  tiers  etat  for  the 
government  of  its  reprefen tatives, 
the  vaft  extent  of  its  demands,  and 
the  number  and  ability  of  the  pub¬ 
lications  in  fupport  of  thefe  de¬ 
mands,  made  them  feel  the  necef- 
fity  of  oppofing  againft  that  order 
the  full  force  of  every  exifting  au¬ 
thority.  Mr,  Neckar  was  defirous 
that  the  ftates  might  be  affembled 
at  Paris  ;  but  the  king  preferred 
Verfailles,  where  the  communication 
between  the  deputies  and  the  court 
would  be  more  immediate.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  deputies  of  the  tiers 
etat,  who  were  colle&ed  from  every 
remote  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  and 
many  of  them  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  great  world,  affembled 
under  confiderable  difadvantages,  in 
a  place  where  every  thing  bore  the 
ftamp  of  defpotifm,  and  where  in¬ 
trigue  and  venality  had  induftrioufly 
fpread  their  choiceft  allurements. 
The  agents  of  the  court  had  al¬ 
ready  eftablifhed  conferences  at  the 
houfe  of  Madame  Polignac — and 
it  is  faid  by  the  democratic  party, 
that  the  chief  objeCl  of  their  delibe¬ 
ration  was  to  unite  the  two  princi¬ 
pal  orders,  the  clergy  and  nobles, 
and  to  retain  the  commons  in  a 
ftate  of  dependence  and  fubjeCtion. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  deputies  of 
the  people  were  not  without  their 
jealoufies  ;  and  thofe  of  each  pro¬ 
vince  held  their  feparate  meetings, 
till  at  length  they  became  united  in 
that  of  Brittany. 

It  is  evident  that  the  voting  by 
orders,  and  not  by  poll,  that  is,  the 
affembling  of  the  different  orders  in 
their  feparate  chambers,  and  inveft- 
ing  each  with  the  prerogative  of 
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putting  a  negative  on  the  proceed- 
ings'of  the-  other  two,  was  the  only 
ftratagem  which  the  court  party 
could  employ  to  difconcert  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  patriots ;  and  it  muff 
be  confeffea,  that  fuch  an  arrange¬ 
ment  would  probably  have  rendered 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  ftates- 
general  a  folemn  farce,  and  could 
never  have  eftablifhed  any  fubftaa- 
tial  reform.  This  was  the  great  . 
queftion  which  was  prefently  to  in¬ 
volve  the  national  reprefentatives  in 
faeftion  and  conteft. 

Whilft  thefe  important  affairs 
wrere  in  agitation,  a  aircumftance 
occurred  which  is  fuppofed  on  all 
fides  to  have  originated  in  fome 
malevolent  motive,  whether  of  a 
public  or  a  private  nature  is  not  fo 
eafy  to  decide.  In  the  populous 
fuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  paj^r-manufaCtory  wrag 
carried  on,  and  a  number  of  work¬ 
men  confequently  maintained  by  a 
refpeclable  citizen  of  the  name  of 
Reyeillon.  This  gentleman  had 
accufed  a  certain  Abbe  Roy,  a  de¬ 
pendant  of  the  Count  d’Artois,  of 
forgery,  and  the  matter  was  before 
the  courts.  Whether,  therefore, 
it  arofe  from  a  private  revenge  in 
the  abbe,  or  whether  the  court 
party  might  imagine  that  a  riot  at 
Paris  would  afford  a  fair  apology 
for  the  approach  of  fuch  a  number 
of  troops  as  might  effectually  awe 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  is 
uncertain.  A  groundlefs  report  was 
malicioufly  fpread,  that  Mr.  Reveil- 
lon  intended  confiderably  to  lower 
the  wages  of  his  workmen,  that  he 
had  afferted  the  bread  was  too  gfood 
for  them,  and  that  they  might  fub- 
fift  as  well  upon  potatoe  flour,  with 
many  insinuations  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  On  the  27th  of  April,  both 
the  fuburbs  of  St.  Marc  and  St. 
Antoine  were  in  motion,  and  Mr. 
Reveillon  was  burnt  in  effigy.  Th? 
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moil  extraordinary  circumilance 
was,  that  it  had  been  announced  to 
the  police,  that  the  preceding  days 
.a  number  of  ilrang-ers  had'  entered 
the  city,  and  thefe  men  were  now 
the  leaders  of  the  infurredlion,  and 
by  profufely  fcattering  money  a- 
rriongil  the  mob,  increafed  both  its 
numbers  and  its  ferocity.  A  fmail 
.detachment  of  the  French  guards 
was  fent  to  effedt  their  difperfion, 
but  it  was  too  weak  to  refill  the  rab¬ 
ble.  At  the  dawn  of  the  following 
day,  the  outrages  were  Renewed, 
and  Mr.  Reveiilon’s  houfe  uas  pil¬ 
laged  and  deflroyed,  At  length  a 
formidable  party  of  the  military  was  . 
ordered  out,  and,  after  a  conf  dura¬ 
ble  carnage,  the  tumult  was  quelled. 

Paris  was  fcarcelv  recovered  from 
the  great  tenor  aid  apprehenfon 
which  this  infurredtion  occafoned, 
when  the  day  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  tire  ilates-general  ar¬ 
rived.  The  5th  of  May  1789  will 
be  long  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
France,  and  it  was  indeed  a  day  of 
jfeilivity  to  the  whole  nation.  It 
commenced,  agreeably  to  ancient 
cuilom,  with  a  religious  adl.  The 
representatives  of  the  people,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  clergy,  and  followed 
by  the  king,  repaired  to  the  temple 
of  God,  accompanied  with  an  im- 
menfe  crowd,  offering  vows  and 
prayers  for  fucepfs  to  their  labours. 

The  whole  ceremony  indicated 
the  dulindtion  of  orders,  and  evin¬ 
ced  that  it  was  the  fecipt  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  court  firidtly  to  main¬ 
tain  it.  Faithful  to  the  cuiloms  of 
16*14,  the  nobility  were  arrayed  in  a 
fumptuous  robe,  and  the  deputies 
of  the  commons  in  the  habit  of  the 
law.  Thus  while  the  nobility  and 
the  higher  clergy  glittered  in  gold 
and  jewels,  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  appeared  in  mourning  ; 
but  the  fpedlators  were  not  dazzled 
by  fpleqdid  appearances,  that  body 
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which  reprefented  the  nation  en* 
grofied  all  its  applaufe,  and  Vive  h 
tiers  cent!  was  echoed  from  every 
quarter. 

The  aifembly  was  opened  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which 
the  monarch  declared  his  fatisfac- 
tion  at  feeing  himfelf  furrounded, 
after  fo  long  an  interval,  by  the  re? 
prefentatives  of  his  people — he  men¬ 
tioned  the  heavy  debt  of  the  public, 
a  part  of  which  had  accumulated 
during  his  own  reign,  but  in  an 
honourable  caufe — he  hinted  at  the 
general  difquiet  and  the  love  of  in¬ 
novation  which  had  taken  poffefiion 
of  the  minds  of  the  people;  but 
depended  on  their  wifdom  and  mo¬ 
deration  in  the  adoption  of  alterati¬ 
ons  ;  and  concluded  by  warm  pro- 
feffionsof  his  own  attachment  to  the 
public  welfare. 

The  fpeech  of  M.  Barretin,  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  was  but  little 
attended  to  : — it,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  king,  recommended  temper  in 
adopting  alterations  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  intimated,  that  the  king  had 
acceded  to  the  wifnes  of  his  people 
in  granting  to  the  tiers  etat  a  dou¬ 
ble  representation,  but  left  the 
great  queilion  of  voting  by  orders 
Or  by /poll  entirely  ligdecided. 

The  attention  which  was Tefufed 
to  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  was  moil 
liberally  accorded  to  Mr.  Ncckar, 
though  his  aadrefs  continued,  for 
three  hours.  It  did  not,  however, 
pais  exempt  from  ciiticiim — iome 
ailedged  that  it  was  an  ill-arranged 
and  ill-digeiled  mafs  ;  the  repub¬ 
licans  complained  that  he  did  not 
enlarge  fnfliciently  on  their  favourite 
topic  ;  they  expedled  it  to  be  filled 
with  projedls  and  with  fyilems — 
the  privileged  orders  wiihed  him 
to  be  more  explicit  in  tracing  out 
a^plan  of  proceedings  for  the  ilates- 
general — but  all  agreed  that  nothing 
cou!4  be  more  luminous  and  fatis- ' 
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ft&ory  than  the  details  which  he 
recited  concerning  the  finances  of 
the  nation  ;  nothing  more  fimple 
and  correct  than  the  plans  which  tie 
propofed. 

The  fituation  of  Mr.  Neckar, 
indeed,  at  this  critical  period,  was 
peculiarly  delicate.  He  was  placed 
between  the  court  and  the  people,  at 
a  time,  when  it  was  impoffible  for  an 
honeft  man  to  attend  equally  to  the 
claims  of  each  party.  From  him 
every  thing  was  expe&ed  by  the 
people,  while  it  was  impoffible  to 
comply  with  the  plenitude  of  their 
demands.  On  the  contrary,  the 
love  and  admiration  of  the  people 
was  fufficient  to  render  him  fuf- 
pedfed  by  the  courtiers.  He  was 
defpifed  by  the  high  nobility,  for  his 
inferiority  of  birth  and  family;  and 
he  was  odious  to  the  bigoted  cler¬ 
gy,  becaufe  he  was  a  proteftant. 
Fortunately  for  Mr.  Neckar,  .  his 
integrity  was  above  all  fufpicion; 
every  perfon  in  the  kingdom,  from 
the  monarch  to  the  peafant,  was  fa- 
tisfied  of  the  rectitude  of  his  heart. 
His  temper  and  moderation  were  of 
the  utmoft  importance  in  turbulent 
times.  His  influence  frequently 
interpofed  againft  the  excefles  of 
popular  infatuation;  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  virtue  of  his  character,  gave 
him  confequence  even  with  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  liberty. 

The  firfl  objedt  of  the  ftates  was 
the  verification  o  f  their  powers ,  that 
is,  the  produdlion  of  their  writs  of 
return,  and  the  identification  of  the 
deputies,  which  is  equivalent  to 
our  members  of  parliament  taking 
their  feats.  On  this  occafion  the 
fatal  contefl  between  the  three  or¬ 
ders  commenced.  The  deputies  of 
the  commons  law  evidently  that  the 
people  had  in  vain  achieved  their 
wiffi  with  refpedf  to  the  number  of 
reprefentatives — in  vain  the  depu¬ 
ties  of  the  tiers  6tat  ia  number  con- 
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fiituted  a  half  of  the  ftates-gerieral, 
if  bv  the  mode  of  voting  they  were 
to  be  reduced  to  a  third.  They 
faw  further,  that  ffiould  the  verifi¬ 
cation  of  their  powers  be  effected 
in  feparate  chambers,  each  order 
would  then  be  conftituted  a  legal 
affembly,  and  the  union  be  rendered 
for  ever  impoffible. 

Thus  the  difpute  which  was  of  fa-' 
much  importance,  concerning  the' 
voting  by  orders  or  by  poll,  com¬ 
menced  even  upon  the  verification 
of  the  returns.  At  the  appointed 
hour  the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat 
affembled  in  the  common  hall.  Af¬ 
ter  half  an  hour  fpent  in  that  confu- 
fion  to  which  fo  numerous  an  af- 
fernbly  was  naturally  liable,  a  voice 
more  articulate  than  the  reft  pro¬ 
claimed  the  neceffity  of  order,  and 
advifed  the  appointment  of  a  tern- ' 
porary  prefident,  a  fecretary  and 
clerks.  When  the  chair  was  to  be 
taken,  the  public  voice  demanded 
the  oldeft  citizen — he  prefented 
himfelf,  and  a  iked  of  the  affembly 
the  affiftance  of  fome  younger  man 
to  aft  as  his  herald.  Some  debates 
and  motions  fucceeded  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  the  general  objeft  of 
which  was,  that  the  orders  ffiould 
proceed  to,  verify  their  powers  in 
common,  and  notin  feparate  cham¬ 
bers. 

The  deliberations  of  the  clergy 
and  nobility  were  not  lefs  tumultu¬ 
ous.  1  n  the  fir  ft  order,  the  members 
deliberated  under  the  temporary 
prefidency  of  the  cardinal  de  la 
Rochfaucault,  whether  the  powers 
ffiould  be  verified  and  legitimated  in 
the  chamber  appropriated  to  the 
order?— r- 1  33  members  were  for  the 
affirmative;  114.  were  of  opinion 
that  this  ceremony  could  only  take 
place  in  the  general  affembly,  and 
before  commiffioners  chofen  from  all 
the /three  orders, 

In  the  fecond,  M.  de  Montboi- 
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fier,  as  the  oldeft  nobleman  prefent, 
was  called  to  the  chair — Two  mo¬ 
tions  were  made*  one-Tor  the  verifi¬ 
cation  of  the  powers,  by  commiffio- 
ners  excluftvely  chofe-n  from  the  or¬ 
der  of  nobility;  andthe  other,  for  the 
fame  verification,  before  commiftio- 
ners  feledted  from  the  three  orders  — 
The  principal  argument  in  favour  of 
the  firft  of  thefe  opinions,  was,  that 
the  order  themfelves  were  the  only 
judges  competent  to  decide  the  le¬ 
gality  of  pretenfions  to  nobility  ; 
and  in  arifwer  it  was  urged,  that  the 
eledlions  had  been  fandtioned  by  the 
three  orders  of  each  bailiwick,  and 
the  oaths  adminiftered  in  their  pre¬ 
fence.  It  was,  however,  determined 
in  favour  of  the  verification  in  their 
own  chamber,  by  i88voicesagainft  47. 

The  commons  fatisfied  that  a 
ftate  of  inaction  would  in  a  fhort 
time  effect  their  wifhes,  determined 
to  perfevere.  They  carried  their 
refpedt  to  this  principle  fo  far  as  not 
to  open  the  addreffes  which  were  di¬ 
rected  to  the  deputies  of  the  tiers 
etat,  and  which  lay  upon  their  ta¬ 
ble.  The  clergy  alfo  fufpended  the 
verification  of  their  powers ;  but 
the  nobility,  who  conceived  that 
every  thing  was  to  give  way  to  their 
rank  and  privileges,  declared  them¬ 
felves  a  legal  affembly,  and  on  the 
13th  of  May  fent  a  deputation  to 
the  commons  to  acquaint  them 
with  thefe  proceedings. 

In 'the  mean  time,  the  clergy,  who 
were  divided  in  their  opinions,  and 
among  whom  the  cures*  (or  paro¬ 
chial  clergy)  were  in  general  at¬ 
tached  to  the  caufe  of  the  people, 
propofed  to  the  other  orders  the  no¬ 
mination  of  commifiioners  to  conci¬ 
liate  the  prefent  difptites.  To  this 
propofal  the  nobility  aftented ;  and 


in  the  affembly  of  the  commons,  Ifc 
was  moved  by  M.  Rabaud  de  St* 
Etienne,  a  proteftant  clergyman, 
“  that  commifiioners  fhould  be  na¬ 
med  to  treat  with  the  clergy  and 
nobility  concerning  the  union  of  the 
orders  in  one  common  affembly. - 
M,  Chapellier,  an  advocate  of  Ren-; 
nes  in  Brittany  followed  it  by  a 
motion,  declaring  <(  that  no  mode 
of  conciliation  could  be  admitted 
which  had  not  for  its  bafis,  the  de-? 
liberation  of  all  the  orders  in  com¬ 
mon  ;  and  cenfuring  in  ftrong  terms 
the  condudl  of  the  nobility.5’  The 
count  de  Mirabeau  obferved,  u  that 
the  nobility  commanded,  while  the 
clergy  negociated.55  He  was  there¬ 
fore  of  opinion,  that  the  commiflio- 
ners  fhould  not  treat  with  the  no¬ 
bles,  but  with  the  clergy  only  ;  but 
at  length  the  fimple  propofition  of 
M.  Rabaud  was  adopted,  \vith  a 
trifling  amendment. 

It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  add, 
that  the  negociation  proved  fruit- 
lefs.  The  nobility,  having  heard 
the  report  of  the  commifiioners, 
voted,  “  that  in  the  prefent  affembly 
of  the  ftates-general,  the  powers 
fhould  for  this  time  be  verified  fe-r 
parately;  and  that  the  examination 
of  the  advantages  or  inconveniences, 
refulting  from  this  method,  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  future  period,  when 
the  orders  fhould  take  into  confide- 
ration  the  future  organization  of  the 
ftates-general.^  Thus  every  hope 
being  defeated  of  a  union  with  the 
nobles,  the  commons  determined, 
on  the  27  th  of  May,  to  fend  a  folernn 
deputation  to  the  clergy,  to  invite 
them,  “  in  the  name  of  the  God  of 
peace,  and  of  the  true  intereft  of 
the  nation,  to  unite  themfelves  with 
them  in  one  general  affembly,  to, 


*  Mr.  Burke  and  other  Englifhmen  have  ftrangely  tranilated  this  word  literally 
curate ,  whereas  itftridfly  anfvvers  to  the  legal  meaning  of  our  word  parfon,  and 
means  an  eccleftaftical  perfon  pofleffed  of  a  benefice  with  cure  (or  carej)  of  foute. 
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£onfuk  together  on  the  means  of 
restoring  unity  and  concord.” 

While  this  matter  was  in  agitati¬ 
on,  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
king,  defiring  “  that  the  conciliato¬ 
ry  commiflioners  would  meet  in  the 
pre fence  of  the  keeper  of  the  feals, 
and  fome  other  commiflioners  to  be 
appointed  by  the  monarch,  in  order 
to  renew  their  conferences,  &C.”— - 
In  the  mean  time  the  chamber  of 
the  nobles  (this  foyereign  legiflative 
chamber,  as  it  was  called  by  one  of 
its  members)  paffed  a  decree,  affert- 
jng,  {i  that  they  regarded  as  a  part 
of  the  conftitution,  the  divifion  of 
orders,  and  their  refpeCtive  veto, 
and  that  in  thefe  principles  they  were 
determined  to  perfevere.”  The  fe- 
cond  conferences  therefore  were 
equally  unfuccefsful  with  the  flrfl. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  conferences, 
however,  the  minifters  propofed  on 
the  part  of  the  king,  a  plan  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  or  rather  of  arbitration, 
the  principal  articles  of  which  were, 
I  ft.  Th?it  the  three  orders  fhould 
verify  their  powers  feparately,  and 
fhould  reciprocally  communicate  the 
fame  to  each  other. 

2d.  That  in  cafe  any  contefts 
fhould  arife,  commiflioners  fhould 
be  appointed  from  the  three  orders 
to  take  the  fame  into  coniideration, 
and  report  their  opinions  to  their  dif¬ 
ferent  orders. 

3d.  That  fhould  the  three  orders 
not  agree  upon  any  topic  in  difpute, 
the  final  determination  fhould  be 
referred  to  the  king. 

The  two  fuperior  orders  applaud¬ 
ed  this  plan  of  conciliation;  but 
while  the  nobles  pretended  to  accept 
it,  they  qualified  their  acquiefcence 
with  a  decided  refolution  to  adhere 
to  their  former  decree,  and  to  the 
plan  of  voting  only  by  orders.  At 
the  fame  time  they  proceeded  to 
the  verification  of  the  powers,  to  de¬ 
termine  the  controverted  returns, &c. 
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While  thefe  affairs  were  tranf- 
aCting  among  the  nobles,  the  clergy 
fent  a  deputation  to  the  titers  etat,  la¬ 
menting  the  high  price  of  bread, 
and  propoflng  a  committee  of  the 
three  orders  to  concert  on  the  means 
of  alleviating  this  evil. — This  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  clergy  was  reprefented 
by  fome  members  as  deeply  infidi- 
ous,  as  a  means  of  ingratiating 
themfelves  with  the  people,  and  of 
rendering-  the  deputies  of  the  com¬ 
mons  unpopular  fhould  they  refufe 
to  co-operate.  It  was  therefore 
immediately  refolved  to  return  for 
anfwer,  the  following  addrefs  : — 

“  Penetrated  with  the  fame  zeal 
as  yourfelves,  and  viewing  with 
tears  of  compaflion  the  public  dif- 
trefs,  xve  befeech  and  conjure  you  to 
unite  with  us  immediately  in  the  com¬ 
mon  hall,  to  confult  on  the  means 
of  remedying  thefe  calamities. ” 

It  was  now  near  five  weeks  fincc 
the  ftates- general  had  affembled,  and 
the  three  orders  found  themfelves  in 
the  fame  inaclive  flate  as  at  firft. 
The  commons  now  conceived  it  was 
full  time  to  emerge  from  this  crimi¬ 
nal  inactivity,  and  to  afford  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  thofe  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy  who  profefled  a  fincere  love 
for  their  country,  to  become  aCtive  in 
its  favour.  They  divided  themfelves 
into  twenty  committees,  to  facilitate 
the  public  bufinefs  ;  and  on  the  10th 
of  June,  the  Abbe  Sieyes  propofed 
that  they  fhould  make  a  laft  effort 
for  a  union  of  the  orders;  and  fhould 
this  fail,  that  they  fhould  then  form 
themfelves  into  an  aflive  ajfemblyy  for 
the  difpatch  of  bufinefs. 

In  confequence  of  this  propofal, 
notice  was  ferit  on  the  1 2th,  that  they 
would  immediately  order  a  general 
call  of  the  deputies  of  all  the  baili¬ 
wicks,  including  thofe  of  the  privi¬ 
leged  claffes  ;  and  in  default  of  their 
appearance,  that  they  would  proceed 
to  the  verification  of  the  powers,  and 

to 
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to  every 'Other  public  object,  as  well 
Jri  the  abfence,  Jis  in  the' prefence  of 
the  nobility  and  clergy. 

On  the  1 3 tb,  they  proceeded  to 
the  call  of  the  deputies,  and  to  the 
verification  of  the  returns — Not  one 
of  the  nobility  appeared;  but  on  the 
call  of  the  bailiwick  of  Poitou,  three 
cures,  Meffrs.  Cefve,  Ballard,  and 
Jalot,  prefented  themfelves  with  the 
writs  of  their  return,  which  they 
laid  refpecd fully  upon  the  table. 
Thefe  venerable  pallors  were  received 
with  the  warm  eft  tranfports  of  joy 
and  acclamation.  They  had  de¬ 
clared  their  patriotic  intentions  the 
preceding  evening  in  the; chamber 
-of  the  clergy  ;'  and  they  were  follow¬ 
ed  the  next. day  by  five  more  of  their 
brethren,  among whom  were  Meffrs. 
jDillon,  Gregoire,  and  Bodmeau. 

In  the  mean  time  the  unpopularity 
of  the  nobility  increafed  almoft  to  de- 
teftation,  and  to  their  obftinaev  the 
inactivity  of  the  ftates  was  wholly 
attributed— At  length  the  deputies  of 
the  people’  felt  themfelves  fupported 
by  tile  public  opinion,  and  on  the 
i  yell  of  June  proceeded  to  the  dar¬ 
ing  ftep  of  affuming  to  themfelves 
the  legiOative  government.  On  that 
memorable  day,  in  the  midft  of  an 
immenfe  concourfeof  fpedlatots,  the 
deputies  of  the  people,  with  Inch  of 
the  clergy  as  had  alreadyjoinedthem, 
announced  themfelves  to  the  public 
by  the  fince  celebrated  denomination 
of  the  national  affembly,  The  hall  re-- 
ecchoed  with  the  exclamations  of 
joy — “  Long  live  the  king  and  the 
national  affembly!”  But  when  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  rofe  in 
folemn  filehce  to  take,  the  oath  to 
fulfil  with  fidelity  their  duty,  every 
eve  was  melted  into  tears,  arid  the 
enthufiafm  of  liberty  took  poffeffion 
of  every  heart.  This  folemn  cere¬ 
mony  was  fucceeded  by  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  M.  BailJy  to  the  office  of 
prefiderit  for  four  days  only,  and  that' 
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of  Meffrs.  Camus  and  Pifon  de  Ga« 
land,  as  fecretaries  for  the  fame  fpace 
of  time. 

The  firft  refolutions  of  the  aflem- 
bly,  while  they  were  declaratory  of 
the  conftitutional  power  veiled  in  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  had  al- 
fo  a  regard  to  the  urgent  neceffities 
of  the  ftate — They  pronounced  “  all 
levies,  uinpofts  or  taxes,  unconftitu- 
tional,  which  were  not  enadted  by 
the  formal  con  fen  t  of  the  reprefenta- 
tfvea  of  the  nation — that  confequent- 
lv  the  exifling  taxes  were  illegal  and 
null ; — that  notwithstanding  this, 
they,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  gave 
a  temporary  faridhon  to  the  preient 
taxes  and  levies,  which  were  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  levied  in  the  manner  they 
had  hitherto  been,  only  until  the 
feparation  of  the  affembly,  from 
whatever  caufe  that  might  happen.7’ 
The  affembly  proceeded  to  declare, 
“  that  as  foon  as,  in  concert  with 
his  majefty,  it  ftiould  be  able  to  fix 
and  determinethe  principles  of  natio¬ 
nal  regeneration,  it  would  take  into 
formal  confideration  the  national  debt , 
placing  from  the  prefent  moment 
the  creditors  of  the  ftate  under  the 
fafeguard  of  the  honour  and  faith  of 
the  Trench  nation.”  Thefe  decrees 
conclude  with  a  relolution  “  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  caufes  of  the  fcarcity 
which  at  that  period  afflidted  the 
kingdom,  and  into  the  means  of  re¬ 
medying  and  averting  that  cala- 
mity.’7 

The  firm  and  temperate  condudf 
of  the  national  affembly  awed  at  firft, 
but  did  not  entirely  difconcert  the 
ariftocratic  party,  which  affiduoufly 
employed  every  artifice  to  elude  the 
blow  with .  which  they  were  threat¬ 
ened.  The  chamber  of  the  clergy 
had  been  engaged  for  feme  days  in 
difeuffing  the  manner  in  which  they 
ffiould  verify  their  powers;  and  a 
number  of  cures  bad,  during  the  dif- 
cuflion,  prefented  their  writs  or  titles 
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to  the afThmblv, and  returned  to  their 
own  chamber  to  defend  the  popular 
caufe.  At  length,  on  the  19th  of 
June,  a  majority  of  that  body  voted 
for  the  Verification  of  their  powers 
in  common  with  the  national  affem- 
bly ;  which  fo  much  alarmed  the 
court  party,  that  it  is  confidently 
reported  that  M.  d’Efpremenil  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  chamber  of  the  nobles, 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  befeeching 
him  to  diffolve  the  ftates-general. 

The  court  was  then  at  Marly,  and 
M.  Neckar,  engaged  with  a  dying 
filler,  left  the  king  expofed  to  every 
ilratagem  that  was  fpread  for  his 
unfufpedling  goodnefs.  Repeated 
councils  were  held,  the  relult  of 
which  could  not  be  very  favourable 
to  the  views  of  the  people  :  at  laft 
the  king  was  impreffed  with  the  ne¬ 
ar  ceffity  of  commanding  the  advance 
of  an  immenfe  military  force  to  the 
capital;  but  both  the  objedl  and  the 
confequences  evince  that  the  defigns 
of  the  party  did  not  end  there. 

On  Saturday  the  20th  of  June, 
the  day  on  which  the  clergy  were  to 
unite  themfelves  to  the  national  af- 
fembly,  the  heralds  proclaimed  a  roy¬ 
al  fefiion;  and  a  detachment  of  the 
guards  furrounded  the  hall  of  the 
Hates,  in  order,  as  it  was  alleged, 
that  it  might  be  properly  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  king.  The 
prefident  and  members  were  repulfed 
from  the  door,  and  acquainted  by 
the  commanding'  officer,  that  his 
orders  were — to  admit  no  perfon 
into  the  hall  of  the  ftates-general 
—  “  And  I  protell  againil  thefe  or¬ 
ders, replied  the  prefident,  “  and 
the  affembly  lhall  take  cognizance  of 
them.” 

Supported  as  they  perceived  them¬ 
felves  to  be  by  the  voice  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  alfembly  were  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  by  this  puerile  expedient. 
On  the  motion  of  M.  Bailly,  they  im¬ 
mediately  adjourned  to  a  tennis-court 
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fituated  in  the  ftreet  of  old  Verfailles, 
where,  in  the  prefence  of  applaud¬ 
ing  thoufands,  they  fiook  a  folemn 
oath,  “  never  to  feparate  till  the 
conftitution  fhould  be  completed.” 

On  the  22d  another  proclamation 
was  iffued,  intimating,  that  the  royal 
feffion  was  deferred  till  thefucceed- 
ing  day  ;  and  the  hail  of  the  ftates- 
general  ftill  remained  clofed,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  preparations.  The  ai- 
fembly  wandered  from  place  to  place, 
before  they  could  find  a  roof  capa¬ 
cious  enough  to  (belter  fo  cqnfidera- 
ble  a  number.  They  at  length  a  fi¬ 
fe  mbled  in  the  church  of  St.  Touisj 
and  the  majority  of  the  clergy, 
amounting  to  149,  affembled  in  the 
choir.  After  a  deputation  to  ar¬ 
range  the  ceremonials,  the  doors  of 
the  choir  were  thrown  open  ;  the 
clergy  advanced  with  their  prefident 
the  archbifhop  of  Vienne  at  their 
head,  and  the  deputies  cordially  em¬ 
braced  each  other.  The  fandlity  of 
the  place  contributed  to  render  the 
meeting  more  folemn  and  affeclmg, 
and  the  plaudits  of  the  fpeflators 
teftified  at  once  their  triumph  and 
their  joy?  *T wo  nobles  of  Dauphine, 
the  marquis  de  Blacon,  and  the 
countd’ Agoult,  attended  at  the  fame 
time  to  prefent  their  powers  ;  the 
reft  of  the  minority  of  the  firft  order 
waited  the  refult  of  the  roy^al  fef¬ 
fion. 

The  events  which  had  taken  place 
at  Verfailles,  and  the  change  which, 
they  announced  in  the  difpofitions 
of  the  government,  with  refpect  to 
the  national  affembly,  excitedat  Pa¬ 
ris  the  utmoft  confternation.  Nor 
could  a  letter  from  Mr.  Neckar  to 
the  magiftrates,  affurlng  them  that 
no  fuch  meafure  was  intended  as  the 
diffolution  of  the  ftates-general,  en¬ 
tirely  allay  the  ferment.  The, royal 
feffion  took  place  on  the  23d.  It 
was  at  once  attended  with  all  that  is 
awful,  and  all  that  is  magnificent  ia 
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arbitrary  authority.  The  hall  was 
furrounded  with  foldiers.  The  two 
privileged  orders  were  feated  ;  while 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  were 
left  without,  expofed  for  more  than 
an  hour  to  the  rain.  M.  de  Mira- 
beau  urged  the  prefident  to  conduct 
the  nation  immediately  to  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  king,  or  to  demand  at 
lead  that  the  gates  fhould  be  opened 
— They  were  opened  at  length  to  the 
deputies,  but  not  to  the  people. 
The  throne  was  raifed  upon  a  kind 
of  ftage  or  platform  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hall ;  on  the  right  the  clergy 
•were  feated,  and  on  the  left  the  no¬ 
bility.  The  four  heralds,  with  their 
king  at  arms,  were  llationed  in  the 
middle ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
platform  was  a  table,  round  which 
the  minifters  were  feated  :  one  chair 
however  was  Vacant,  which  fhould 
have  been  occupied  by  Mr.  Neckar; 
nor  did  any  part  of  this  ill-condud- 
ed  bufmefs  excite  more  general  dif- 
gud  than  the  a'bfence  of  that  favou¬ 
rite  minider. 

The  fpeech  and  declarations  of 
the  king  were  a  lingular  mixture  of 
patriotifm  and  defpotic  authority. 
He  fpoke  of  the  favours  which  he 
confer  red  upon  his  people  ;  and  cauf- 
ed  to  be  read  a  declaration  of  his  fo- 
vereign  will,  as  if  the  legiflature 
were  only  called  to  confent  to  fuch 
laws  as  fhould  be  propofed  by  the 
executive  power,  without  being 
competent  topropofe  any  themfelves. 
He  fuggeded  a  plan  of  government, 
in  which  the  didin&ion  of  orders 
was  to  be  preferved,  allowing  them 
however  occafionally  to  debate  in 
common  with  the  king’s  approba¬ 
tion.  Not  a  word  was  advanced  on 
the  fubjedl  of  the  refponfibility  of  mi- 
niders,  nor  on  the  participation  of 
the  dates-general  in  the  legiflative 
power.  The  odious  tyranny  of lettres 
de  cachet  was  formally  announced 
tube  continued,  with  only  a  few  mo¬ 


difications.  A  guarded  filence,  wa* 
obferved  concerning  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  and  the  pernicious  tax  of 
lotteries.  In  fine,  the  king  declared 
null  the  deliberations  and  refolves  of 
the  1 7th ,  and  ordered  the  deputies  im¬ 
mediately  to  feparate,  and  to  appear 
before  him  on  the  following  day. 

When  the  king  retired,  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  all  the  nobility,  and  by  a 
part  of  the  clergy.  The  deputies  of 
the  commons  remained  motionlefs  on 
the  benches,  and  preferved  a  gloomy 
filence.  The  marquis  de  Breze, 
grand-mader  of  the  ceremonies,  en¬ 
tered  the  hall,  and  addrefling  him- 
felf  to  the  prefident— “  You  know. 
Sir,  (faid  he)  the  intentions  of  the 
king.”— The  prefident  anfwered  re- 
fpeftfully,  that  the  aflembly  was  not 
conditutcd  to  receive  orders  from 
any  perfon  ;  but  the  fervid  Mira- 
beau,  rifing  from  his  feat,  and  ad- 
drefling  himfelf  to  M.  de  Breze, 
replied — “  The  commons  of  France 
have  determined  to  debate.  We 
have  heard  the  intentions  which 
have  been  fuggeded  by  the  king  ; 
and  you  who  cannot  be  his  agent  at 
the  dates-general,  you  who  have 
here  neither  feat,  nor  voice,  nor  a 
right  to  fpeak,  are  not  the  perfon 
to  remind  us  of  his  fpeech.  Go  tell 
your  mader,  that  we  are  here  by  the 
power  of  the  people,  and  that  no-* 
thing  fhall  expel  us  but  the  bayo* 
net.”  The  enthufiafm  of  the  af- 
fembly  feconded  that  of  the  orator, 
and  with  one  unanimous  voice  they 
declared  that  fuch  was  their  deter* 
mination. 

The  grand-mader  retired,  and  a 
profound  filence  pervaded  the  balk 
It  was  at  length  broken  by  M.  Ca¬ 
mus,  who  declaimed  againd  the 
royal  felhon,  which  he  digmatized 
by  the  contemptuous  appellation  of 
a  bed  of  jujlicc ,  and  propofed  a  refo- 
lution  declaratory  of  the  affembly’s 
adherence  to  their  former  decrees, 
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which  he  aflerted  no  power  could 
annul.  He  was  warmly  fupported 
by  Meflrs.  Barnave,  Glaizen,  f  ethi- 
on,  the  abbe  Gregoire,  and  many 
others.  The  abbe  Sieyes  only  ob- 
ferved— Gentlemen,  you  are  the 
fame  to-day,  that  you  were  before.” 
The  motion  of  M.  Camus  was  una- 
nimoufly  decreed  :  and  was  followed 
by  another,  which  pronounced  “  the 
perfons  of  the  deputies  inviolable.” 

Mr.  Neckar  had  feveral  times  fo- 
licited  his  difmiffion,  but  was  con- 
ftantly  refufed  by  the  king.  When 
his  majefty  returned  from  the  royal 
feffion,  he  was  followed  by  a  crowd 
©f  more  than  6coo  citizens,  and  the 
public  difcontent  was  mani  felled  by 
murmurs  and  exclamations.  The 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  af- 
fembly  waited  on  Mr.  Neckar,  and 
conjured  him  to  continue  faithful  to 
the  nation  and  the  king,  and  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  miniftry.  The  confter- 
nation  however  became  general, 
when,  at  fix  in. the  evening,  the  queen 
fent  for  the  dire&or-general  of  the 
finances,  and  through  her  apart¬ 
ments  introduced  him  to  the  royal 
clofet.  At  about  half  paft  fix  the 
miniller  came  out  of  the  palace 
on  foot  by  a  private  door ;  but 
as  foon  as  he  appeared,  there 
was  a  general  fhout  of  Vive  M. 
Neckar  !  Some  of  the  populace 
proftrated  themfelves  on  their  knees, 
intreating  him  to  remain  with 
them  as  their  father  and  theirguide. 
He  Satisfied  their  impoitunities, 
by  alluring  them,  that  he  would  not 
abandon  them  ;  that  he  had  oledged 
himfelf  to  the  king,  and  was  refolved 
to  live  or  die  with  them. 

The  alTembly  met  the  next  day, 
and  were  joined  by  the  majority  of 
the  clergy  ;  and  on  the  25th,  forty- 
nine  members  of  the  nobility,  with 
the  duke  d’Orleans  at  their  head, 
made  their  appearance  in  the  alfem- 


bly.  The  redlor  of  the  univerfity  of 
Paris,  and  the  prior  cf  Marmontiers, 
came  the  fame  day  to  augment  the 
number  of  the  patriotic  clergy.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  diilidents  among 
the  privileged  orders  continued  in 
a  violent  Hate  of  agitation  ;  and  M. 
d’Efpremenil  even  accufed  the  de¬ 
puties  of  the  tiers  etat  of  high  trea- 
fon.  The  archbifhop  of  Paris,  p reli¬ 
ed  bv  his  connexions  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  a  party  which  in  his  heart  he 
condemned,  palled  at  this  period  for 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  ariftocratic 
cabal ;  and  his  houfe  had  been  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  furious  mob,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  were  difperfed  without  mifchief 
by  a  detachment  of  the  guards.  On 
the  26th  he  was  introduced  to  the 
alTembly  by  the  archbifhop  of  Bour- 
deaux.  Some  others  of  the  fuperior 
clergy,  and  the  count  de  Crecy,  took 
their  feats  on  the  fame  day  ;  and 
even  in  the  chamber  of  the  nobles, 
the  union  was  again  deliberated  up¬ 
on,  and  with  lefs  animofity  than  be¬ 
fore. 

In  the  midll  of  contending  fac¬ 
tions,  which  occafionally  fported 
with  his  credulity  or  his  fears,  the 
king  ftill  preferved  a  genuine  love  of 
his  people,  and  an  unviolated  regard 
to  the  claiihs  of  humanity.  He  felt 
himfelf  unhappy  at  the  divifions 
which  exilled,  and  determined  to 
end  th^m  if  pofiible  at  any  expence. 
In  a  ate  converfation  with  the 
duke  de  Luxembourg,  prefident  of 
the  chamber  of  nobles,  he  is  laid  to 
have  urged  his  wilhes  for  a  union  of 
the  orders.  He  was  anfwered  by 
that  nobleman,  “  That  the  order  to 
which  he  belonged,  were  not  con¬ 
tending  for  themfelves,  but  for  the 
crown — he  reprefented  that  the  no¬ 
bility  was  the  only  body  on  which 
his  majefty  could  depend  to  defeat 
the  exorbitant  claims  of  the  people 
—that  while  the  ftates-general  con¬ 
tinued 
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tinned  divided,  the  royal  authority 
was  fafe;  blit  whenever  the  day  fhould 
arrive  fhat  the  dates  fhould  vote  by 
numbers  onlv,  from  that  moment 
the  monarch  was  at  their  mercy. 77 — - 
u  I  conjure  your  majefty,”  conti¬ 
nued  the  duke,  “  to  condefceild  to 
refledl  upon  what  I  have  the  honour 
v  to  date. 77 — “  M,  de  Luxembourg,77 
replied  the  king  with  firmnefs,  “  I 
have  refiedt ed,  I  am  determined  up¬ 
on  anv  facrifice  :  nor  will  I  that  a 

j  J 

dngle  manlofe  his  life  in  my  caufe. 7> 
In  conl'equence  of  this  determinati¬ 
on,  the  king  on  the  27th  fent  a 
prelTmg  letter  to  the  prefident  of  the 
nobility,  and  to  the  minority  of  the 
clergy,  intreating  the  union  of  the 
orders — The  clergy  obeyed  without 
hehtation  ;  but  it  was  not  till  after 
a  very  warm  debate,  that  the  nobility 
fubmitted  to  the  mandate  of  the  fo- 
vereign .  At  the  firft  news  of  this 
joyful  event,Lyerfailleswas  tranfport- 
ed  with  joy  ;  the  people  ran  in 
crowds  to  the  palace,  and  demanded 
the  king  and  queen.  Their  majef- 
ties  appeared  at  a  balcony,  and  the 
atmofphere  re-ecchoed  with  the 
fhquts  of  Vive  !e  rot  J  Vive  la  reine  J 
A  general  illumination  concluded 
the  triumph  of  the  day. 

The  union  of  the  orders,  however, 
inftead  of  terminating  their  machi¬ 
nations,  ferved  but '  to  increafe  the 
fecret  oppofition  of  'thofe  who  were 
likely  to  be  the  only  fufferers  by  the 
profperity  of  France  ;  the  courtiers 
and  favourites  who  battened  on  its 
ruin.  The  diffolution  of  the  aftem- 
bly  was  now  the  only  means  which 
could  reftore  to  power  thefe  harpies 
of  the.  Hate;  and  there  is  no  caufe 
to  doubt  that  this  was  at  kali  their 
firft  objedt.  W  hether  the  king  was 
acquainted  or  not  with  the  projedt 
is  uncertain,  but  probably  he  was 
not.  His  fears  and  his  palftons  were 
doubtlefs  excited  by  the  artful  circle 
that  furrounded  him;  every  intem- 
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perate  expreffion  that  efcaped  in  ill 4 
affembly,  was  affiduoiifly  conveyed  to 
his  ears,  and  its  objedl  even  magni¬ 
fied.  The  turbulence  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  was  made  an  excufe  for  befieg- 
mg  it  with  mercenary  armies.  Thir¬ 
ty-five  thoufand  men  had  been  gra¬ 
dually  colledled  from  the  extremities 
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of  the  kingdom,  and  lfationed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  and 
Verfaillesi  Gamps  were  traced  out 
for  a  ft  ill  greater  force  ;  the  lines 
of  fortification  were  already  drawii 
upon  every  eminence,  and  almoft 
every  port  was  occupied  which  com¬ 
manded  the  city*  or  the  roads  which 
communicated  with  it*  Thefe  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made  under  the  in- 
fpedtion  and  authority  of  Marfhali 
Broglio,  an  approved  commander,  a 
man  habituated  from  his  youth  to  the 
fubordination  of  a  military  life,  and 
generally  fuppofed  to  be  completely 
devoted  to  the  party  of  the  court.  .. 

It  mull  be  remarked,  however, 
that  if  the  enemies  of  the  popular 
caufe  were  thus  adtive,  its  friends 
(whatever  might  be  their  motives, 
whether  felfifh  or  patriotic)  were  not 
deficient  in  vigilance  and  fore  fight* 
A  juft  apprehenfion  of  what  might 
happen,  had  certainly  induced  them, 
to  infert  in  the  cahiers ,  or  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  tiers  etai,  a  claufe  in¬ 
filling  that  the  pay  of  the  foldiers 
fhould  be  increased ;  and  on  the 
fame  ground  there  is  reafon  to  credit 
the  reports  of  the  ariftocratic 
writers,  that  the  democrats  had  ta¬ 
ken  every  means  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves  with  the  foldiery,  and  to  per- 
fuade  them  that  in  that  capacity 
they  did  not  ceafe  to  be  citizens, 
but  that  on  the  contrary  it  was 
degrading.and  dilhonourable  to  them 
to  be  conlidered  as  mere  automatons, 
as  mere  paflive  inftruments  in  the 
hands  of  power.  Among  the  ac¬ 
tive  apofiles  of  liberty  as  they  are. 
termed,  who  preached  with  fuch  fue- 
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■  cels  to  the  military,  the  marquis  de 
Valadi,  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
French  guards,  is  particularly  noted. 
It  was  indeed  abfurd  to,  fuppofe,  that 
amidll  the  general  fpread  of  infor¬ 
mation,  the  foldiery  fhould  either 
want  means  of  acquiring  it,  or  be 
callous  to  its  influen.ce.  So  early, 
therefore,  as  the  23d  of  June,  two 
companies  of  the  grenadier  guards 
had  refufed  to.  fire,  upon  the  popu¬ 
lace  in  fome  trifling  riot.  For  this 
and  other  fymptoms  of  difobedience 
the  troops  were  confined  to  their 
barracks;  but  on  the  25th  and  26th 
they  were  feen  by  hundreds  entering 
into  the  Palais  Royal,  the  theatre 
of  popular  publics,  and  joining 
with  the  crowd  in  (houting  Vive  le 
tiers  .hat  !  In  the  fame  manner  all 
the  military  that  entered  Paris  were 
conducted  to  the  Palais  Royal ;  they 
were  loaded  with  favours  and  ca- 
. relies  by  the  populace,  and  heard 
with  an  attentive  ear  the  declamati¬ 
ons  again!!  the  bafenefs  of  imbruing 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens,  and  againftthe  flavery 
of  their  prefcnt  condition.  The  fol- 
diers  melted  into  tendernefs,  exclaim¬ 
ed  with  ardour,  Vive  la  nation!  and 
returned  to  their  camp  to  extend 
the  eonquefts  of  democracy.  An 
incident  happened  on  the  30th  of 
June,  which,  while  it  evinced  the 
difpofitions  of  the  nation  and  the  fol- 
'di«ry,  was  probably  not  without  its 
tffedts  in  attaching  Hill  more  ft  von  g- 
ly  the  army  to  the  people.  About 
leven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  a  letter 
was  brought  to  a  coffee-houfe  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  Palais  Royal,  intimating 
that  eleven  of  the  French  guards  were 
at  that  moment  confined  in  the  pri- 
fons  of  the  abbey  St.  Germain,  for 
having  refufed  to  fire  on  their  fellow- 
citizens  ;  and  .that  the  fame  night 
they  were  to  be  transferred  to  the 
dungeons  of  the  Eicetre,  a  place 
deftined  for  the  vileft  mifcreantsy 
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Their  caufe  was  presently  confidered 
as  the  caufe  of  the  public;  a  mob 
was  ahnoft  inftantly  collefted,  the 
prifon  was  forced,  and  the  dragoons 
and.  huffars  whicbywere  called  cut  to 
quell  the  riot  grounded  their  arms. 
A  foldier  who  had  been  committed 
for  iome other  crime,  was  reconduct¬ 
ed  to  prifon  by  the  populace,  who 
declared  that  they  would  only  take 
under  their  protection  thofe  who 
were  the  vidtims  of  patriotifm. 

The  eleven  prifoners,  who  had 
been  thus  taken  from  the  abbey, 
were  conducted  by  the  people  to  the 
hotel  de  Geneve,  where  they  were 
kept,  as  they  exprdfed  it,  under  the 
guard  of  the  nation,  while  a  depu¬ 
tation  of  twenty  young  citizens  of 
Paris  was  difpatched  to  the  national 
afiembly  to  folicit  their  pardon.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  deliberation,  in  which  it 
was  doubted  whether  the  afiembly 
ought  to  receive  a  deputation  from 
perlons  not  appearing  in  a  public 
character,  a  decree  was  pafied,  re¬ 
commending  in  firong  terms  to.  the 
citizens,  a  ftrifl  attention  to  peace 
and  order,  and  promifing  to  apply 
to  the  king,  to  whofe  province  the 
matter  in  queftion  entirely  belong¬ 
ed,  in  favour  of  the  foldiers.  A  de¬ 
putation  from  the  afiembly  accord¬ 
ingly  waited  on  his  majefty,  who 
declared  himfelf  much  fatisiied  with 
the  decree  of  the  afiembly,  and 
granted  a  free  pardon  to  the  prifo¬ 
ners - 

In  the  mean  time,  Paris  was  not 
only  threatened  with  the  fword,  but 
was  actually  vifited  with  one  of  the 
fevereft  calamities  that  can  afied!  a 
country.  A  moll  alarming  feared y 
pervaded  the  whole  kingdom;  but 
it  may  well  be  conceived  that  its  ef- 
ftdts  were  moft  feverely  felt  in  the 
capital,  which  has  no  refources  of 
its  own,  and  in  which  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  hurnan’beings  mull  necefia- 
rily  increafe  the  mifery.  The  gates 
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of  tKe  affembly  were  furrounded  by 
famifhing  multitudes,  befeeching 
their  compaffion  and  affiftance.  A 
committee  of  fubfiftence  was  formed, 
and  various  reports  were  received-— 
prohibitions  were  iffued  againft  the 
exportation  of  corn,  and  a  lubfcrip- 
tion  was  opened  in  Paris  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  poor* 

Under  the  preffure  of  fuch  a  ca¬ 
lamity,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed 
that  the  people  were  not  in  the  moil 
tranquil  Itate.  The  general  excla¬ 
mation  was  for  bread  ;  and  unfortu¬ 
nately  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the  me¬ 
tropolis  afforded  a  daily  excufe  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  military  in 
its  neighbourhood,  at  a  time  when 
tlieir  prefence  ferved  but  to  incrcafe 
the  general  diftrefs.  The  jealoufy 
of  the  affembly  was  awakened  farther, 
by  obferving,  that  for  this  fervice  fo¬ 
reigners  were  preferred  to  the  native 
troops  ;  and  that  more  foldiers  were 
affembled  round  the  hall  oftheftates- 
general  itfelf,  than  would  havefuffi- 
ced  to  repel  a  foreign  invafion.  On 
the  ioth  of  July  a  fpirited  remon- 
11  ranee  to  the  king  was  propofed  by 
the  count  de  Mirabeau,  and  enfor¬ 
ced  by  that  commanding  eloquence 
of  which  he  was  mafler. 

The  addrefs  itfelf  was  a  model  of 
fine  compofition — It  ftated,  “  that 
in  confequence  of  the  royal  invitation 
to  the  affembly  to  give  his  majefty 
fome  proofs  of  its  confidence,  they 
now  came  to  inform  him  of  the 
alarms  at  prefent  exifling,  though 
not  among  themfelves— -that  they 
came  not  ,to  folicit  his  protection, 
for  they  entertained  no  fears — that 
in  a  recent  inftance,  his  majefty  had 
fieen  the  power  which  he  poffefted 
over  the  minds  of  his  people — that 
the  prifoners  to  whom  the  populace 
had  given  liberty,  had  of  themfelves 
refumed  their  fetters,  and  a  fingle 
word  from  the  mouth  of  the  king 
kadreftored  the  public  tranquillity — 
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that  fuch  a  fway  was  the  only 
which  could  now  be  exercifed  in' 
France — that  the  danger  from  the 
affemblirig  of  the  troops  did  not 
threaten  the  affembly,  but  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  capital,  which  might  be 
jealous  for  their  reprefentatives — * 
that*  the  danger  was  for  the  troops 
themfelves,  who  might  be  alienated 
from  authority  by  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  metropolis — -for  the 
labours  of  the  affembly,  which  niight 
be  interrupted  by  popular  commo¬ 
tions — and  for  the  king  himfelf* 
It  concluded  with  expreffing  their 
own  firmnefs,  and  befeeching  his 
majefty  to  remove  the  troops,  fince 
a  monarch  adored  by  twenty-five 
millions  of  Frenchmen  could  not 
poffibly  ftand  in  need  of  foreign  fup- 
port.” 

The  king’s  anfwer  was  cool  and 
unfatisfadfory.  It  alleged  that  t(  the 
tumultuous  conduct  of  the  metropo¬ 
lis  was  the  reafon  for  having  fur-* 
rounded  it  with  troops — declaimed 
every  idea  of  interrupting  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  affembly ’s  deliberations 
— but  added,  that  if  the  prefence  of 
the  troops  gave  umbrage,  he  was 
ready,  at  the  requeftof  the  affembly, 
to  transfer  the  ftates-general  to  Noy- 
on  or  Soiffons,  and  to  repair  him- 
felf  to  Compiegne  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  the  neceffary  communication 
with  the  affembly.”  This  anfwer 
was  applauded  by  fome  of  the  mem¬ 
bers;  but  its  defign  could  not  efcape 
the  penetration  of  Mirabeau,  who 
in  a  fhort  fpeech  detedted  its  fallacy* 
“  The  anfwer  of  the  king,5’  faid  he, 
“  is  a  diredt  refufal  to  our  requifition 
—we  will  remove  neither  to  Noy- 
on  nor  to  Soiffons — we  will  not 
place  ourfelves  between  two  hoftile 
armies,  that  which  is  befieging  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  that  which  may  fall  upon 
us  from  Flanders  or  Aiface— -wc 
have  not  afked  permifilon  to  run 
away  from  the  troops }  we  have  de- 
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lired  that  the  troops  fiiould  be  ref- 
moved  from  the  capital.” 

The  plot  which  had  been  medita¬ 
ted,  by  the  court  party  for  the  dilTo- 
lution  of  the  afiembly,  and  the  full 
refumptionof  defpotic  authority,  was 
now  nearly  matured.  The  democratic 
writers  afiert,  that  the  night  of  the 
14th  or  15th  of  July  was  fixed  upon 
for.  the  attack  of  the  metropolis, 
which  Was  already  befieged  by  fifty 
thoufand  men,  and  one  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon.  They  defcribe 
the  arrangement  which  was  planned 
for  the  a  (fault,  and  affert  that  not 
only  the  diffolution  of  the  afiembly, 
but  a  dreadful  and  fanguinary  execu¬ 
tion  of  its  molt  difiinguifhed  mem¬ 
bers,  was  to  fucceed.  However 
little  we  may  be  difpofed  to  credit 
this  fiatement,  the  leak  we  can  be¬ 
lieve  is,  that,  agreeably  to  the  decla¬ 
ration  in  the  royal  feffion  of  the  23d 
of  June,  the  authority,  if  not  the 
very  phantom,  of  the  ftates-general 
was  to  be  annihilated ;  and  that 
fomething  evil  was  intended  was 
mod;  evident  from  the  difmifiion  of 
M.  Neckar,  which  prematurely 
took  place  on  the  I  ith  of  July.  He 
was  at  dinner  when  the  letter  of  the 
king,  ordering  him  to  quit  the  king¬ 
dom  in  twenty-four  hours,-  was 
brought  him  by  the  count  de  la 
Luzerne.  Without  appearing  in  the 
lead  concerned,  he  had  the  prefence 
of  mind  to  tell  the  count,  as  he 
went  out  of  the  room,  “  We  fiiall 
meet  this  evening  at  the  council;” 
and  continued  to  converfe  with  the 
archbilhop  of  Bourdeaux  and  the 
reft  of  the  company  that  were  dining 
with  him,  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened.  About  five  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  he  complained  of  his  head, 
and  alked  madame  Neckar,  if  (he 
would  accompany  him  in  an  airing. 
He  was  not  more  than  a  league 
from  Verfailles,  when  he  deft  red  the 
coachman  to  drive  on  more  quickly 
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to  St.  Ouen,  his  country  houfe. 
He  palled  the  night  there,  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  journey  ;  and  this  was 
the  firft  opportunity  he  had  of  ac¬ 
quainting  his  daughter  the  baronefs 
de  Stael  with  the  event,  though  fhe 
was  prefent  when  he  received  the 
order  of  the  king  to  quit  the  coun¬ 
try  like  a  criminal.  He  took  the 
road  to  Bruflels,  as  the  neareft  fron¬ 
tier  ;  and  carried  with  him,  fays  M. 
Rabaud,  the  confidence  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

The  new  arrangements  in  the 
minifiry  were  the  marlhal  Broglio, 
minifter  of  war ;  the  baron  de  Bre- 
teuil,  prefident  of  finance  ;  M.  de 
la  Galeziere,  comptroller-general ; 
M.  de  la  Porte,  intendant  of  the 
war  department ;  and  M.  Foulon, 
intendant  of  the  navy. 

It  is  impofiible  to  defcribe  the 
confternation  which  pervaded  the 
whole  city  of  Paris  on  the  receipt 
of  this  afflidfting  intelligence.  The 
perfon  who  firft  reported  it  at  the 
H6tel  de  Ville  was  confidered  as  a 
madman,  and  with  difficulty  efcaped 
fome  harfh  treatment.  It  was  no 
fooner  confirmed  than  the  {hops  and 
places  of  public  amufement  were  all 
ftiut  up.  A  body  of  citizens  ran  to 
the  warehoufe  of  a  ftatuary,  and 
having  procured  the  bufts  "of  M. 
Neckar  and  the  duke  d’Orleans, 
drefted  them  in  mourning,  and  car¬ 
ried  them  about  the  ftreets.  In  their 
progrefs  they  were  flopped  by  a 
German  regiment,  the  royal  Alle- 
mand,  when  the  bufts  were  broken 
by  the  foidiers;  one  man  loft  his  life, 
and  others  of  the  populace  were 
wounded.  The  army  now  came  for¬ 
ward  in  force^.with  the  prince  de 
Lambefq,  grand  ecuyer  of  France,  at 
their  head,  who  was  ordered  to  take 
poll  at  the  Thuilleries.  Irritated, 
perhaps,  at  the'  fpirit  of  refiftance 
which  he  obferved  in  the  citizens, 
he  imprudently  wounded  with  his 
B  fabre 
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'fabre  a  poor  old  man  who  was  walk¬ 
ing  peaceably  in  the  gardens.  The 
French  have  a  remarkable  refpeft  for 
age,  and  this  wanton  outrage  prov¬ 
ed  the  fignal  of  revolt ;  an  inftanta- 
neous  alarm  was  fpread  through  the 
city*  and  the  cry  of  To  arms  refound¬ 
ed  in  every  quarter*  The  Germans 
were  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  po¬ 
pulace,  who  were  joined  by  the 
French  guards,  and,  overpowered  by 
numbers,  were  obliged  to  retreat. 
From  that  moment  the  guards  took 
leave  of  their  officers,  they  fet  fire  to 
their  feVeral  barracks,  and  formed 
themfelves  into  companies  with  the 
citizens,  to  patrol  the  ftreets,  and 
preferve,  if  poffible,  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity. 

The  citizens  of  Paris  at  this  mo- 
ment  beheld  themfelves  in  the  moil 
di (agreeable  and  critical  fituation. 
Whether  true  or  not,  the  reports 
of  the  intended  attack  upon  the  city 
were  unive.rfally  credited  ;  and  the 
myfterious  and  impolitic  proceedings 
of  the  court  gave  countenance,  it 
mult  be  confeffed,  to  every  fufpicion. 
On  the  other  hand,  troops  of  bandit¬ 
ti,  the  pelts  of  a  populous  city,  fuch 
as  are  ever  ready  to  take  advantage 
of  publiccommotion, were  beginning 
to  collect  ;  and,  either  from  thefe 
on  the  one  hand,  or  the  foreign  fol- 
diery  on  the  other,  a  general  pil¬ 
lage  was  the  only  event  that  could 
be  expected.  Covered  by  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  feveral  bands  of 
thefe  ruffians  paraded  the  ftreets, 
and  even  let  fire  to  the  city  in  diffe¬ 
rent  places  ;  the  horrid  thence  was 
interrupted  only  by  confufed  (bouts, 
and  occafional  difglyges  of  muff 
ketry.  In  this  iWaitrous  night 
fleep  only  fealed  the  eyes  of  infants; 
they  alone  repofed  in  peace,  while 
their  anxious  parents  watched  over 
their  cradles. 

Verfailles  was  not  more  tranquil ; 
but  the  court  party,  abandoning 
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themfelves  to  an  indecent  joy,  con* 
eluded  the  evening  of  the  12th  with 
a  tumultuous  banquet.  The  wo¬ 
men  of  the  court  mingled  with 
the  foreign  foldiers  in  lafeivious 
dances  to  the  found  of  the  German 
mufic— -their  triumph,  however,  was 
not  of  long  duration  ;  a  falfe  report 
of  100,000  armed  citizens  being  on 
the  road  to  Verfailles,  joined  to  their 
miftruft  of  the  national  troops,  gave 
at  lead  a  momentary  check  to  their 
extravagant  exultation. 

The  morning  of  the  1 3  th  difplay- 
ed  at  Paris  a  moll  affe&ing  fpe&a- 
cle  of  confofion  and  difmay — a  band 
of  villains  had  already  pillaged  the 
charitable  houfe  of  St.  Lazare — at 
fix  o’clock  the  alarm  bells  founded 
throughout  the  city,  and  the  terror 
became  univerfal.  The  citizens  affem- 
bled  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  no  al¬ 
ternative  appeared  for  the  protedlion 
of  their  lives  and  property,  but  that 
of  embodying  themfelves,  and  form¬ 
ing  a  regular  militia  for  the  defence 
of  the  capital.  Sixty  ' thoufand  citi¬ 
zens  were  foon  enrolled,  and  mar- 
ftialled  under  different  commanders  : 
the  French  guards  fpontaneoufly 
offered  their  fervices,  and  were  dif- 
tributed  among  the  different  com¬ 
panies.  The  ftandards  of  the  city 
were  difpiaved ;  trenches  were 
thrown  up,  andbamcadoes  formed 
in  different  parts  of  the  fuburbs. 
Regulations  were  next  eftablifh- 
ed  for  the  prefervation  of, order, 
and  a  permanent  council  or  com¬ 
mittee,  to  fit  night  and  day,  was 
appointed.  At  about  halfpaft  five 
in  the  afternoon  this  committee  dif- 
patched  a  deputation  to  acquaint  the 
national  affembly  with  the  occur¬ 
rences  which  had  taken  place  at 
Paris. 

The  affembly  bad  been  engaged, 
from  the  day  when  ‘  they  prefented 
their  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  framing 
a  declaration  of  rights,  and  the  plan 


HISTORY. 


FOREIGN 

V  „  ..  ....  '  ;  .  _  * 

a  conflitution  ;  and  even  in  the 
tnidft  of  thefe  alarms  they  continued 
without  intermiffion  their  patriotic 
labours.  In  the  difgrace  of  M. 
Neckar  they  faw  their  own  ruin 
determined ;  yet  proceeded  with  a 
firmnefs  tempered  with  moderation, 
&  Courage  ennobled  by  dignity,  which 
reflects  on  their  conduit  immortal 
honour.  In  their  debates  they 
carefully  drew  the  line,  and  diftin- 
guifhedbetween  the  prerogatives  and 
functions  of  the  legiflative  and  thofe 
of  the  executive  powers ;  and  on  re¬ 
ceiving  the  intelligence  that  Paris 
Was  in  a  Hate  of  uproar  and  confu¬ 
sion?  a  deputation  was  difpatched 
to  the  king,  informing  him  once 
more  of  the  danger  which  threatened 
the  ftate  from  the  prefence  of  the 
troops  that  invefted  the  metropolis  ; 
intreating  in  the  moft  preffin'g  terms 
their  removal ;  and  offering  to  op- 
pole  their  oWn  perfons  to  the  im¬ 
pending  Form,  and  to  proceed  im¬ 
mediately  to  Paris  to  affift,  by  their 
peffuafion  and  authority,  in  the  re- 
eftablifliment  of  order  and  peace. 
The  king  remained  immoveable  in 
his  determination— he  replied,  “  that 
he  was  the  only  judge  of  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  removing  the  troops  ;  that  the 
prefence  of  the  deputies  Could  be  of 
no  fertice  in  Paris  y  on  the  contrary, 
they  .were  neceffary  at  Verfailles,  to 
profecute  there  thofe  important  la¬ 
bours'  which  he  fhoidd  continue  to 
recommend.” 

It  is  evident  that  the  anfwer  of 
the  king  Could  not  by  any  means  be 
agreeable  to  the  affembly.  It  was 
therefore  no  fooner  communicated 
than  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  de¬ 
manded  an  immediate  declaration  of 
the  refponfibility  of  minifters/  and: 
the  affembly  unanimously  refolved  : 

“  That  M.  Neckar  and  the  reft 
of  the  late  minfftry  carried  with  them, 
the  confidence  and  the  regret  of 
the  affembly—^that  they  would  not 
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ceafe  to  in fi ft  on  the  removal  of  the 
troops — that  no  intermediate  power 
can  exifl  between  the  king  and  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation— that 
the  miniflers  and  agents  of  authority 
civil  and  military  are  refponfible  to; 
the  people  for  their  Conduit— that 
the  prefent  mi.nifters  and  counfellors 
of  his  majefty  were  perfonally  re¬ 
fponfible  for  the  prefent  calamities, 
and  thofe  which  might  be  the  con- 
iequences  of  their  advice — that  the 
affembly  having  placed  the  public 
debts  under  the  ,fafeguard  of  the 
honour  and  loyalty  of  the  French 
nation,  no  power  has  a  right  even 
to  pronounce  the  infamous  word 
bankruptcy — that  they  peddled  in  all 
their  former  decrees— and  that  thefe 
minutes  fhould  be  prefented  to  the 
king  and  the  late  miniftry,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to'  the  prefs,” 

The  courage  of  the  Parifians  was 
anfwerable  to  the  firmnefs  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly.  By  the  acceffion' 
of  the  French  guards,  they  had  ob¬ 
tained  a  fupply  of  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  a  Confiderable  train  of 
artillery  ;  the  (hops  of  the  armourers 
were  ranfacked  for  Weapons,  and  the 
foldier-citi  zens  were  even  trained  to 
fome  appearance  of  difeipline*  The 
night  of  the  1 3th  paffed  without  any 
event  of  conference  :  the  morning 
difcovfired  that,  taking  advantage 
of  the  darknefs,  the  troops  encamp¬ 
ed  in  the  Champs  Ely  fees  had  moved 
off  o'  The  people,  however,'  were 
ignorant  of  the  caufes  of  this  remo¬ 
val,  and  an  immediate  attack  was 
expected;  The  national  guard,  for 
that  was  the  name  which  the  mixed 
band  of  foldiefs  and  citizens  now  af= 
fumed,  amounted  to  the  number  of, 
1  30,000  men ;  but  the  majority  wera 
ftill  without  arms.  The  marquis’ 
de  la  Salle  was  named  commander  in 
chief ;  the  green  cockade  which  they 
had  at  firft  adopted,  was  changed 
for  the  Cnee  famous  national  colours, 
B  z  red? 
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red,  blue  and  white  ;  the  new  army 
was  now  more  regularly  officered  ; 
and  various  deputations  were  dis¬ 
patched  in  quell  of  arms  and  im¬ 
plements  of  war.  M.  de  Fleflelles, 
the  prevot  de  marchands  (or  mayor), 
made  many  promifeson  this  fubjedt; 
*  but  they  all  proved,  like  every  part 
of  his  conduct,  delulive. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  inquiries 
after  arms,  a  party  of  more  than 
30,000,  conducted  by  M.  Ethis  de 
Corny,  repaired  to  the  Hotel  des  In- 
valides.  M.  Sombreuil,  the  gover¬ 
nor,  had  received  orders  fo  early  as 
on  Sunday  the  1  2th  to  hold  himfelf 
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in  readinefs  for  an  attack,  and  his 
men  had  remained  during  the  whole 
of  Monday  under  arms,  and  on  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  he  permitted 
them  to  take  a  few  hours  reft.  At  this 
moment  M.  de  Corny  arrived  ;  and, 
on  making  known  to  the  governor 
tire  objedt  of  his  million,  he  was  an- 
fvvered,  that  the  invalids  had  not  any 
arms.  M.  Corny  was  re-condudled 
by  M.  Sombreuil  to  the  gate  ;  but 
it  was  no  fooner  opened  than  the 
multitude  rufhed  in,  in  an  irrefift- 
ible  torrent,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
ranfacked  every  part  of  the  hotel. — 
More  than  30,000  mulkets,  and 
twenty  piecesof  cannon, were  the  fruit 
of  this  expedition.  On  the  oppofite 
fide  of  fche  Seine  a  fimilar  event  oc¬ 
curred  ;  there  another  party  attacked 
the  gardc-mcuble  de  la  couronne,  and 
from  that  ancient  ftore  an  immenfe 
number  of  weapons  of  different  kinds 
were  procured. 

It  has  been  generally  believed  that 
the  taking  of  the  Baftille  was  the 
preconcerted  effort  of  reviving  li¬ 
berty  ;  but  this  was  really  not  the 
cafe.  Some  of  the  moll  important 
adlions  which  have  been  achieved  by 
courage  or  adlivity,  have  in  their 
origin  been  directed  by  that  imper¬ 
ceptible  chain  of  events  which  hu¬ 
man  blinduefs  terms  accident  or 


chance.  Like  the  Hotel  des  Invatides , 
the  Baftille  had  from  the  lirft  moment 
of  the  alarms  in  Paris  been  put  in  a 
ftate  of  defence.  Fifteen  pieces  of 
cannon  were  mounted  on  the  towers; 
and  three  field-pieces,  loaded  with 
grape  and  cafe  fhot,  guarded  the  firfl 
gate.  An  immenfe  quantity  of  pow¬ 
der  and  military  llores  had  been 
brought  from  the  arfenal,  and  dif- 
tributed  to  the  different  corps ;  the 
mortars  had  been  exercifed,  the 
draw-bridge  and  gates  llrengthcned 
and  repaired  ;  the  houfe  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  himfelf  was  fortified,  and 
guarded  by  light  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  fhovtnefs  of  the  time  had  not 
permitted  him  to  be  equally  provi¬ 
dent  in  laying  in  a  fufffeient  ftore  of 
provifions.  The  forces  which  the 
fortrefs  included  were  chiefly  fo¬ 
reigners.  On  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  feveral  deputations  had  waited 
on  the  marquis  de  Launay,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  to  demand  arms  and  peace  : 
they  were  courteoufly  received  by 
him,  and  he  gave  them  the  ftrongefl 
affurances  of  his  good  intentions. 
Indeed,  it  is  faid,  that  he  was  him¬ 
felf  averfe  to  hoftile  meafures,  had 
he  not  been  feduced  by  the  perfidi¬ 
ous  counfels  of  the  fieur  Louis  de 
Flue,  commander  of  the  Swifs 
guards,  by  the  orders  of  the  baron 
de  Bezenval,  and  by  the  promifes  of 
M.  de  Fleflelles.  The  Swifs  fol- 
diers  had  even  been  engaged  by  an 
oath  to  fire  on  the  invalids  who 
were  in  the  fortrefs,  if  they  refufed 
to  obey  the  governor  ;  and  the  inva¬ 
lids  themfelves,  it  is  faid,  were  in¬ 
toxicated  with  a  profulion  of  liquor 
which  had  been  diflributed  among 
them. 

At  about  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  M.  de  la  Rofiere,  a  depu¬ 
ty  of  the  diftrict  -of  St.  Louis  de  la 
Culture,  waited  on  the  governor, 
and  was  accompanied  by  a  mixed 
multitude  of  all  defciiptions.  He 
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entered  alone  into  the  houfe  of  the 
governor,  and  the  people  remained 
in  the  outer  court.  “  I  come,  i I r, 3 ’ 
faid  the  deputy,  “  in  the  name  of 
the  nation,  to  reprefent  to  you,  that 
the  cannons  which  are  levelled  againfl 
the  city  from  the  towers  of  the  Baf- 
tiile  have  excited  the  molt  alarming 
apprehenfions,  and  I  mult  intreat 
that  you  will  remove  them.”  The 
governor  replied,  “  that  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  remove  the  guns,  as 
they  had  always  been  there,  without 
an  order  from  the  king  ;  that  he 
would,  however,  difmount  them,  and 
turn  them  out  of  the  embrafures.” 
The  deputy  having  with  difficulty 
obtained  leave  from  M.  de  Lofme, 
major  of  the  fortrefs,  to  enter  into 
the  interior  court,  fummoned  the 
officers  and  foldiers  in  the  name  of 
honour  and  their  country  to  alter 
the  direft  ion  of  the  guns,  & c. — and 
the  whole  of  them,  at  the  delire 
even  of  the  governor,  engaged  them- 
felves  by  oath  to  make  no  ufe  of  their 
arms,  unlefs  attacked.  M.  de  la 
Rofiere,  after  having  afeended  one 
of  the  towers  with  M.  de  Launav, 
went  out  of  the  cattle,  promiling  to 
engage  the  citizens  to  fend  a  part  of 
the  national  guard  to  do  the  duty  of 
the  Battille  in  conjunction  with  the 
troops. 

The  deputy  had  fcarcely  retired  be¬ 
fore  a  number  of  citizens  approach¬ 
ed  the  gate,  and  demanded  arms 
and  ammunition.  As  the  majority 
of  them  were  unarmed,  and  an¬ 
nounced  nohottile  intention,  M.  de 
Launay  made  no  difficulty  of  re¬ 
ceiving  them,  and  lowered  the  firft 
draw-bridge  to  admit  them.  The 
morq  determined  of  the  party  ad¬ 
vanced  to  acquaint  him  with  the  ob- 
jeft  of  their  million  :  but  they  had 
fcarcely  entered  the  firft  court,  than 
the  bridge  was  drawn  up,  and  a  ge¬ 
neral  difeharge  of  mufketry  de- 


flroyed  the  greater  part  of  thfte  un¬ 
fortunate  people. 

The  motives  of  the  governor  for 
this  apparent  aft  of  perlidy  have 
never  been  explained,  and  it  cannot 
be  fu  .'iciently  regretted  that  the  rafh 
juftice  of  the  populace  did  not  allow 
him  to  enter  on  his  defence  before 
fome  impartial  court.  All,  there¬ 
fore,  that  can  be  faid  at  prefent  is, 
that  its  immediate  effeft  was  to  raife 
the  refentment  of  the  people  almoft 
to  phrenfy.  The  inftantaneous 
determination  was  to  {form  the  for¬ 
trefs,  and  the  execution  was  as  vi-< 
gorous  as  the  refoiution  was  daring. 
An  immenfe  multitude,  armed  with 
mufkets,  fabres,  &c.  rufhed  at  once 
into  the  outer  courts.  A  foldier  cf 
the  name  of  Tournay  climbed  over 
the  corps-de-garde,  and  leaped  alone 
into  the  interior  court.  After  fearch- 
ing  in  vain  for  the  keys  of  the  draw¬ 
bridges  in  the  corps-de-garde,  he 
called  out  for  a  hatchet — he  foon 
broke  the  locks  and  the  bolts  ;  and 
being  feconded  by  the  efforts  of  the 
people  on  the  other  fide,  the  two 
draw-bridges  were  immediately  low¬ 
ered.  The  people  loll  no  time  in 
making  good  their  ilation,  where 
for  more  than  an  hour  they  fuftained 
a  moft  fevere  fire  from  the  garrifon, 
and  anfwered  it  with  equal  vigour. 

During  the  conteft  feveral  deputa¬ 
tions  from  the  Hotel  de  Ville  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  walls  with  flags  of 
truce,  intending  to  perfuade  the  be- 
fieged  to  a  peaceful  furrender:  but 
either  they  were  not  diicovered 
amidft  the  general  confulion,  or, 
what  is  more  probable,  M.  dc  Lau¬ 
nay  defpaired  of  finding  mercy  at 
the  hands  of  the  populace,  and  ftili 
flattered  himfelf  with  fome  delufive 
hope  of  deliverance.  The  guards, 
who  now  afted  openly  with  the  peo¬ 
ple,  proved  of  elfential  fervice  ;  and, 
by  the  advice  of  iotne  of  the  vete- 
B  3  rans 
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rans  of  this  corps,  three  waggons 
loaded  with  draw  were  fet  on  fire 
tinder  the  walls,  the  friioke  of  which 
interrupted  the  view,  and  confe- 
quently  intercepted  the  aim.  of  the 
befieged  ;  while  the  affailants,  being 
at  a  greater  diftance,  were  able  to  di¬ 
rect  their  fire  to  the  battlements  with 
an  unerring  aim.  In  the  mean  time 
the  arfenal  was  ftormed,  and  a  'moll; 
dreadful  havock  was  prevented  there 
bv  the  prudence  and  courage  of  M. 
Humbert,  who  firft  mounted  the 
towers  of  the  Baftille  :  a  hairrdreifer 
was  in  the  very  act  of  fetting  fire  to 
the  magazine  of  powder,  when  M. 
H.  whofe  notice  was  attracted  by 
the  cries  of  a  woman,  knocked 
the  defperado  down  with  the  but- 
end  of  his  mufket — next,  inftantly 
feizing  a  barrel  of  falt-petre  which 
had  already  caught  fire,  and  turning 
it  upfide  down,  he  was  happy  enough 
to  extinguifh  it. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  ardour 
and  fpirit  of  the  befiegers  :  an  im- 
rrtenfe  crowd,  as  if  unconfcious  of 
danger,  filled  the  courts  of  the  for- 
trefs  in  fpite  of  the  unremitted  fire 
of  the  garrifon,  and  even  approached 
fo  near  the  towers,  that  M.  de  Lau- 
nay  himfelf  frequently  rolled  large 
xnaffes  of  ftone  from  the  platform 
upon  their  heads.  Within,  all  was 
confiifion  and  terror ;  the  officers 
themfelves  ferved  at  the  guns,  and 
difcharged  their  firelocks  in  the 
ranks.  But  when  the  governor  faw 
the  affailants  take  pofidfion  of  the 
firfl  bridge,  and  draw  up  their  cannon 
againft  the  fecond,  his  courage  then 
was  changed  into  defpair,  and  even 
his  underltanding  appeared  to  be 
deranged.  He  rafhly  fought  to 
bury  himfelf  under  the  enormous 
mafs,  which  he  had  in  vain  attempted 
to  defend.  While  a  turnkey  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  diftributing  wine  to  the 
foldiers,  he  caught  the  match  fiorn 
one  of  the  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ran 


to  the  magazine  with  an  interitipii 
to  fet  it  on  fire  :  but  a  fubaltern  of 
the  name  of  Ferrand  repulfed  him 
with  his  bayonet.  He  then  went 
down  to  the  tour  de  la  Iiberte,  where 
he  had  depofited  a  quantity  of  pow¬ 
der  :  but  here  alfo  he  was  oppofed 
by  the  fieur  Beguard,  another  fub¬ 
altern  officer,  who  thus  prevented 
an  a£l  of  infinity  which  muft  have 
aeftroved  thoufands  of  citizens,  and 
with  the  Baftille  would  have  infalli¬ 
bly  blown  up  all  the  adjacent  build¬ 
ings,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
fuburb  of  St,  Antoine.  De  Lau- 
nay  at  length  propofed  ferioufly  to 
the  garrifon  to  blow  up  the  fortvefs, 
as  it  was  impolfible  that  they  could 
hope  for  mercy  froin  the  mob.  But 
he  was  anfwered  by  the  foldiers,  that 
they  would  rather  perifh  than  de- 
ftroy  in  this  infidious  manner  fuch  a 
number  of  their  fellow-citizens.  He 
then  hung  out  a  white  flag,  inti¬ 
mating  his  defire  to  capitulate 5  and 
a  Swifs  officer  would  have  addreffed. 
the  affailants  through  one  of  the  loop¬ 
holes  of  the  draw-bridge— -but  the 
hour  was  paft,  and  the  exafperated 
populace  would  attend  to  no  offer  of 
capitulation.  Through  the  fame 
opening  he  next  displayed  a  paper, 
which  the  diftance  prevented  the  be¬ 
fiegers  from  reading.  A  perfon 
brought  a  plank,  which  was  relied 
on  the  parapet,  and  poifed  by  a 
number  of  others.  The  brave  un¬ 
known  advanced  upon  the  plank;  but 
juft  as  he  was  ready  to  feize  the  pa¬ 
per,  he  received  a  mufket  fiiot,  and 
fell  into  the  ditch.  He  was  followed 
bv  a  young-  man  of  the  name  ofMail- 
lard,  fon  to  an  officer  of  the  chate- 
let,  who  was  fortunate  enough  to 
reach  the  paper,  the  contents  of 
'  which  were — We  have  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  weight  of  gun -pow¬ 
der,  and  will  blow  up  the  garrifon 
and  all  its  environs,  if  you  do  not 
accept  the  capitulation ♦” — -M.  Flies 
*  art 
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an  officer  of  the  queen’s  regiment, 
\Vho  was  invelted  with  a  kind  of  fpon- 
taneous  authority,  was  for  agreeing 
to  terms  ;  but  the.  people  indignantly 
rejected  the  very  word  capitulation, 
and  immediately  drew  up  to  the  fpot 
three  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  eqemy  now  perceiving  that 
the  great  bridge  was  going  to 
be  attacked,  let  down  the  fmall 
draw-bridge,  which  was  to  the  left 
of  the  entrance  into  the  fortrefs. 
Melfrs.  Elie,  Hulin,  Maillard,  Re- 
ole,  Humbert,  Tournay,  and  fome 
others, leaped  inllantly  on  the  bridge, 
and,  fecuring  the  bolts,  proceeded  to 
the  door.  In  the  mean  time  the 
French  guards,  preferving  their  ha¬ 
bitual  coolnefs  and  difeipiine,  form¬ 
ed  a  column  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
bridge,  to  prevent  the  citizens  from 
rufhing  upon  it  in  too  great  num¬ 
bers.  An  invalid  came  to  open  the 
gate  behind  the  draw-bridge,  and 
alked  the  invaders  what  they  want¬ 
ed?  “  The  furrenderof  the  Bailille,” 
they  cried,  and  he  permitted  them 
to  enter.  The  conquerors  immedi¬ 
ately  lowered  the  great  bridge,  and 
the  multitude  entered  without  re¬ 
finance — the  invalids  were  ranged 
to  the  right,  and  the  Swifs  on  the 
left  hand,  and  their  arms  piled 
againll  the  wall.  They  took  ofF 
their  hats,  clapped  their  hands,  and 
cried  out  bravo  as  the  befiegers  en¬ 
tered.  The  firlt  moments  of  this 
meeting  paffed  in  peace  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  :  but  fome  foldiers  on  the 
platforms,  ignorant  of  the  furrender, 
unhappily  tired  upon  the  people ; 
who  fufpe£ting  'a  fecond  adl  of  per¬ 
fidy,  fell  upon  the  invalids,  two  of 
whom,  the  unfortunate  Beguard,wrho 
had  prevented  the  governor  from 
blowing  up  the  Batlille,  and  another 
equally  innocent,  were  dragged  to 
the  Place  de  G rive,  and  banged. 

The  fieuis  Maillard,  Cholat, 
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Arne,  and  fome  others,  difpute  the 
honour  of  having  firlt  feized  M.  de 
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Launay.  He  was  not  in  a  uniform, 
but  in  a  plain  grey  frock:  he. had  a 
cane  in  his  hand,  and  would  have 
killed  himfelf  with  the  fvvord  that  it 
contained,  but  the  grenadier  Arne 
wrefted  it  out  of  his  hand.  He  was. 
efcorted  by  MelFrs.  Hulin,  Arne, 
Legris,  Elie,  and  fome  others,  and 
every  effort  was  exerted  by  thefe 
patriots  to  fave  his  life,  but  in  vain: 
— they  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  before  his  defenders 
were  overpowered,  and  even  wound¬ 
ed  by  the  enraged  populace,  and  he 
fell  under  a  thoufand  wounds.  M. 
de  Lofme  Salbrai,  his  major,  a 
gentleman  diflinguifhed  for  his  vir¬ 
tues  and  his  humanity,  was  alfo  the 
vidtim  of  the  popular  fury.  The 
marquis  de  Pelleport,  who  had  beeu 
five  years  in  the  Baftille,  and  during 
that  time  had  been  treated  by  him 
with  particular  kindnefs,  interpofed 
to  fave  him  at  the  rifle  of  his  life, 
but  was  ftruck  down  by  a  hatchet, 
and  M.  de  Lofme  was  inllantly  put 
to  death.  The  heads  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  the  major  were  (truck  off, 
and  carried  on  pikes  through  the 
ltreets  of  the  city.  The  rage  of 
the  populace  would  not  have  ended 
here — the  invalids  who  defended,  the 
fortrefs  would  all  have  been  lacri- 
ficed,  had  not  the  humanity  of  the 
French  guards  interpofed,  and  in¬ 
filled  on  their  pardon. 

The  keys  of  the  Baftille  were 
carried  to  M.  Briffot  de  Warviile, 
who  had  been  a  few  years  before  an 
inhabitant  of  thefe  caver;.?  of  def- 
potifm  ;  and  a  guard  of  3000  men 
was  appointed  over  the  fortrefs  till 
the  council  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville 
fhould  decree  its  demolition.  In 
the  intoxication  of  fuccefs  the  pri- 
foners  were  forgotten  ;  and  as  the 
keys  had  been  carried  to  Paris,  the 
B  4  dun- 


BRITISH  AND 


24 

dungeons  were  forced  open — feven 
prifoners  only  were  found,  three  of 
whom  had  loft  their  reafon,  having 
been  detained  there  as  Hate  prifon¬ 
ers  from  the  reign  of  Louis  XV. 

Thus,  by  the  irrefutable  enthufiafm 
of  liberty,  in  a  few  hours  was  reduced 
that  fortrefs  which  mercenary  ar¬ 
mies  had  confidered  as  impregnable, 
and  which  had  been  in  vain  befieged 
by  the  force  of  the  great  Conde  for 
upwards  of  three  weeks. 

The  fate  of  M.  de  Launay  in¬ 
volved  that  of  M.  de  Fleffelles,  the 
pr^vot  de  marchands.  He  had 
been  long  fufpedfted  of  a  defign  to 
betray  the  people  ;  and  all  his  ma¬ 
noeuvres  evidently  tended  to  that 
point.  In  the  pocket  of  M.  de  Lau¬ 
nay  aletterfrom  him  was  difcovered, 
which  contained  tliefe  remarkable 
words — “  I  will  amufe  the  Parifians 
with  cockades  and  promifes.  Keep 
your  flation  till  the  evening — you 
{hall  then  have  a  reinforcement.” 
At  the  fight  of  this  letter  the  un¬ 
fortunate  de  Fleffelles  was  ftruck 
dumb — a  voice  was  heard  in  the 
ball — “  Begone,  M.  de  F.  you  are 
a  traitor.’ ’ — “  I  fee,”  faid  he,  t(  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  I  am  not  agreeable  to 
you — I  fhall  retire.” — He  hailened 
down  the  flairs ;  but  as  he  croffed 
the  Greve,  accompanied  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  to  defend  him,  a 
young  man,  who  had  waited  an  op- 

fortunity,  (hot  him  with  a  piflol. 

iis  head  was  cut  off,  olaced  on  a 
pike,  and  carried  through  the  ilreets 
along  with  that  of  M.  de  Launay. 

A  tumultuous  night  Exceeded 
this  wonderful  day  ;  and  the  fongs 
of  joy  and  triumph  which  had  ce¬ 
lebrated  the  victory  of  the  people, 
were  converted  into  confufed  mur¬ 
murs  expreffive  only  of  anxiety  and 
alarm.  A  report  was  fpread  that  the 
troops  were  about  to  enter  the  city 
at  the  Barriere  d’Enfer :  thither  the 
citizens  crowded  under  the  conduct 


of  the  French  guards,  and  preceded 
by  a  train  of  artillery — the  body  of 
troops,  however,  that  appeared  in 
that  quarter  were  difperfed  by  a  fin- 
gle  volley.  The  alarm-bells  were 
then  founded ;  barricadoes  were 
formed  at  the  barriers  ;  deep  holes 
were  dug  in  different  parts,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  approach  of  the  cavalry  ; 
the  tops  of  the  houfes  were  manned; 
a  general  illumination  was  ordered  ; 
and  the  filence  of  the  night  was  in¬ 
terrupted  by  difcharges  of  artillery, 
and  by  the  warning  voice  of  the  pa- 
troles — u  Citizens,  do  not  go  to 
bed ;  take  care  of  your  lights ;  we 
muff  fee  clearly  this  night.”  ' 

The  firft  news  of  the  taking  of 
the  Baftille  was  regarded  by  the  court 
as  an  impoflure  of  the  popular  party: 
it  was,  however,  at  length  irrefifli- 
bly  confirmed.  The  firit  refolvesof 
the  cabal  are  faid  to  have  been  def- 
perate,  and  orders  were  iffued  to  the 
commanders  to  pufh  the  projected 
plot  with  all  poflible  vigour.  In  the 
dead  of  the  night,  marfhal  Broglio 
is  faid  to  have  arrived  to  inform  them 
that  it  was  impofiible  to  obey  the 
mandate  he  had  received  of  invefl- 
ing  the  hall  of  the  national  affembly 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  as  the  fol- 
diers  would  not  comply  with  his 
orders.  “  Prefs  then  the  liege  of 
Paris,”  was  the  anfwer.  The  general 
replied,  he  could  not  depend  on  the 
army  for  the  execution  of  that  pro¬ 
ject. 

The  king  was  the  only  perfon  in 
the  palace  who  was  kept  totally  ig¬ 
norant  of  thefe  tranfatlionsi  The 
duke  de  Liancourt,  a  diflinguifhed 
patriot,  who  was  then  mailer  of  the 
wardrobe,  faved  the  date  :  he  forced 
his  way  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
into  the  king’s  apartment,  inform¬ 
ed  him  of  every  circumflance,  and 
announced  to  the  count  d’ Artois 
that  a  price  was  fet  upon  his  head. 
The  intelligence  of  the  duke  was 
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fupported  by  the  authority  of  Mon- 
fieur,  who  accompanied  him,  and 
the  king  was  immediately  convinced 
that  he  had  been  decei\ed  by  evil 
counfels.  Early  the  next  morning 
the  monarch  appeared  in  the  aifem- 
bly,  but  without  the  pomp  and  pa¬ 
rade  of  defpotifm.  His  addrefs  was 
affectionate  and  confolatory.  He 
“  lamented  the  difturbances  at  Pa¬ 
ris  ;  difavowed  all  confcioufnefs  of 
any  meditated  attack  on  the  perfons 
of  the  deputies  ;  and  added,  that  he 
had  iffued  orders  for  the  immediate 
removal  of  the  troops  from  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  metropolis. ’*  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  exprefs  the  feelings  of  the 
affembly  on  this  affedting  occafion. 
— The  tear  of  fympathy  ftarted  into 
almoft  every  eye. — An  expreffive 
hlence  firff  pervaded  the  affembly. 


which  prefently  was  fucceeded  by  a 
burft  of  applaufe  and  acclamation. 
The  king  rofe  to  return  to  the  pa¬ 
lace  ;  and  the  deputies,  by  a  fudden 
impulfe,  formed  a  train  of  loyalty, 
in  which  all  dillindfion  of  orders  was 
forgotten,  and  accompanied  him  to 
the  royal  apartments.  The  joy  be- 
carrie  general  throughout  Verfailles; 
the  people  flocked  to  the  palace, 
where  the  queen,  with  the  dauphin 
in  her  arms,  (hewed  herfelf  from  a 
balcony.  The  mufic  in  the  mean 
time  played  the  pathetic  air,  Ok 
pent- on  etre  mieux  qu  au  fein  de  fa  fa* 
nnlle ,  which  was  only  interrupted  by 
fhouts  of  loyalty,  and  exclamations 
of  joy.  On  their  return  to  the  hall, 
the  affembly  appointed  a  deputation 
to  convey  this  happy  intelligence  to 
the  metropolis. 


CHAP.  II. 


State  of  Parts  after  the  Capture  of  the  Bajlille .  Nomination  of  Meff,  Badly 
and  La  Fayette  to  the  Offices  of  Mayor  of  Paris ,  and  Commander  in  Chief 
cf  the  National  Guard.  Fe  Deum  fung  at  Paris  in  celebration  of  the  taking 
of  the  Bajlille.  M.  Neckar  recalled.  The  King  vi/its  Paris.  Difperjion 
of  the  Miniflry .  Murder  of  MM.  Fou Ion  and  Berthier.  Revolt  in  the 
Provinces.  Affair  of  Quincey.  Perfection  of  the  Nobd'dy.  Private  Cor - 
refpondence  held  facred.  Triumphant  Return  of  M.  Neckar.  Unpopular 
A  cl  of  the  Electors  of  Paris .  Outrages  in  the  Provinces .  Abolition  of  the 
Feudal  Syflem ,  &c.  Projected  Loans .  Riot  at  Paris.  Organization  of 
the  Municipality  and  Militia  of  the  Metropolis.  Debates  on  the  King’s  Veto . 
On  the  Permanence  of  the  Legiflature .  On  two  Chambers.  New  Scheme  of 
Finance .  Dreadful  Infirretlion  of  the  §th  of  October.  The  Royal  Family 
remove  from  Verfailles  to  Paris. 


PARIS,  which  had  been  an  un¬ 
happy  feene  of  commotion,  of 
terror,  and  of  bloodfhed.  from  the 
1 2th  of  July,  began  on  the  15th 
to  affume  fome  appearance  of  order 
and  tranquillity.  The  livid  and 
bloody  heads  were  dill  carried  about 
the  ftreets  as  trophies  of  popular  re- 
fentment :  but  on  the  morning  of 
that  day  a  fenfible  citizen  perfuaded 


the  multitude  to  liften  to  the  voice 
of  humanity,  and  they  were  thrown 
into  the  Seine.  The  eledfors  at  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  laboured  inceffantly 
in  the  organization  of  the  civil 
eftablifhment,  and  in  the  regulation 
of  the  city  militia.  The  odious 
name  of  Prevot  was  abolifhed ;  the 
more  ancient  and  honourable  appel¬ 
lation  of  Mayor  was  fubftituted  in 
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its  place  ;  and  to  this  office  M.  Bad¬ 
ly,  who  had  been  prefident  or  the 
tiers  etat,  was  called  by  the  una¬ 
nimous  voice  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  our  detail  of  the  late  proceed¬ 
ing's  of  the  national  affembly,  we 
omitted  to  notice,  that  the  due 
d’Orleans,  having  been  eledted  prefi¬ 
dent  of  that  body,  had  declined  the 
honour,  and  that  the  venerable 
archbifhop  of  Vienne  had  been 
chofen  in  his  room.  During  the 
laborious  feffions  which  fucceeded 
the  difgrace  of  M.  Neckar,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  thought  that  his  age 
and  infirmities  would  fcarcely  allow 
him  to  exercife  fo  difficult  an  office 
without  the  affiftance  of  a  younger 
perfon,  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fay¬ 
ette  was  unanimously  nominated  vice*- 
prefident.  A  further  diftindlion  now 
awaited  the  difciple  of  Walhington ; 
and  his  fervices  to  the  ftate,  his  dif- 
interefted  patriotifm,  and  his  abili¬ 
ties,  pointed  him  out  to  the  citizens 
as  the  only  man  fit  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  important  commiffion  of 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  national  guard. 

The  troops,  which  had  affembled 
on  the  Champ  de  Mars,  had  de¬ 
camped  during  the  night,  leaving 
their  tents  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  baggage  behind  them  :  but  a 
fpedtacle  It  ill  more  interefiing  to  the 
•citizens  foon  prefented  itfelf:  —  this 
was  a  deputation  of  eighty -four  of  the 
mod  diiiingui fhed  members  of  the 
national  affembly,  accompanied  by 
an  immenfe  crowd,  who  covered  the 
road  from  Verfailles  to  the  capital, 
and  loaded  them  with  bleffings, 
and  the  mod  unequivocal  proofs  of 
prodigal  affedtion.  The  iurprifeand 
exultation  of  thefe  patriots  mutt 
have  been  extreme,  when  they  be¬ 
held  more  than  100,000  citizens 
transformed  into  foldiers,  all  of  them 
armed  and  already  trained  to  mili¬ 
tary  difeipline.  On  their  arrival  at 


the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  count  Lally  Tolendal, 
the  marquis  Clermont  Tonnerre,  the 
duke  de  Liancourt,  and  the  arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Paris,  addreffed  the  peo¬ 
ple. — From  this  place  they  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame, 
where  Te  Deum  was  fung  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  t;he  happy  and  cheerful 
return  of  peace  accompanied  with 
liberty.  As  they  returned  from  the 
church,  the  acclamations  of  the  po¬ 
pulace  were  occafionally  interrupted 
by  the  expreffion  of  two  further  de¬ 
mands,  the  wifh  of  feeing  their  be¬ 
loved  fovereign  in  Paris,  and  the  re-’ 
call  of  the  patriotic  minifiry.  The 
deputies  returned  in  the  evening  to 
Verfailles. 

Public  tranquillity, however,  when 
interrupted  by  circumfiances  of  fuch 
importance  as  thole  we  have  juft  re* 
lated,  is  not  fo  ealily  refiored.  It 
was  natural  that  the  people  thould 
be  jealous  for  their  newly  acquired 
liberties,  and  fhould  view  with  fuf- 
picion  tranfadtions  which  in  their 
intention  were  probably  innocent. 
The  minifiry,  which  had  Ihewn 
themfelves  fo  inimical  to  the  caufe 
of  the  people,  were  not  yet  dif- 
miffed,  nor  had  the  troops  yet  eva-> 
cuated  the  environs  of  Paris  :  two 
freffi  regiments  had  arrived  at  St, 
Denis  ;  a  ft  range  and  unluceeisml 
attack  had  even  been  made  on  the 
Baftille,  by  a  ferjeant  and  two  com¬ 
panies  of  guards;  and  a  convoy 
of  Hour  had  been  intercepted  by  the 
orders  of  a  perion  well  known,  The 
night  of  the  15th,  therefore,  was 
fpent.  with  the  fame  anxiety,  and 
with  the  fame  warlike  preparations, 
as  the  preceding  ;  and.  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  a  frefh  deputation  was  lent  to 
the  affembly,  entreating  them  to  in- 
tereft  themfelves  in  procuring  the 
difrniffion  of  the  minifiry,  and  the 
recall  of  M.  Neckar, 

After  a  Ihort  debate,  which  chief- 
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ly  refpedted  the  decorum  of  inter¬ 
fering  with  the  appointments  of  the 
executive  power,  the  affembly  were 
on  the  point  of  voting  a  fpirited 
addrefs  to  the  king,  which  had  b,een 
propofed  by  Mirabeau,  when  they 
were  informed  that  the  minifters 
themfelves  had  anticipated  the  wilh 
of  the  affembly  by  giving  in  their 
refignations.  The  fame  evening,  a 
letter  from  his  majefly  to  M. 
Ncckar,  inviting  him  to  return,  was 
read  by  the  prefident.  It  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  loudeft  acclama- 
t  tions,  and  was  feconded  by  an  ad¬ 
drefs  from  the  affembly  themfelves 
to  that  upright  minilter,  couched 
in  the  ffrongeft  terms  of  affe&ion 
and  refpedl.  The  king  having  at 
the  fame  time  intimated  his  inten¬ 
tion  of  viiiting  Paris  the  following 
iday,  th.e  affembly  immediately  de¬ 
creed  a  deputation  to  convey  this 
exhilarating  intelligence,  and  to 
calm  the  difquietude  that  prevailed 
I  in  the  metropolis. 

ft  was  not  without  confternation 
that  the  king’s  determination  to  vi- 
|  fit  Paris  was  received  at  the  palace 
of  Verfailles.  Thofe  who  really 
loved  him  were  apprehenlive  for  his 
fafety  ;  thofe  who  had  been  guilty 
of  malverfation  were  apprehenlive 
for  themfelves.  ijLumours  of  pro¬ 
jected  affaffinations  were  fpread,  and 
the  leaff  eonfequence  that  could  en- 
fuc  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  fovereign  in  Pari§,  The 
king  however,  with  a  degree  of 
courage  and  patriotifm  which  does 
honour  to  his  character,  remained 
immoveable  in  his  determination. 
On  the  morning  of  the  1 7th  he  left 
Verfailles,  in  a  plain  drefs,  and  with 
no  other  equipage  than  two  care 
riages  with  eight  horfes  each  ;  in 
the  firft  of  which  he  rode  himfelf- — * 
a  part  of  the  national  affembly,  in 
theiy  robes,  accompanied  him  on 
Fool  3  and  the  militia  of  Verfailles 
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compofed  his  only  guard  till  the 
procefflon  arrived  at  the  Seve,  where 
they  were  relieved  by  the  Paris  mi¬ 
litia,  with  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
at  their  head  ;  and  from  this  place 
the  fuite  of  the  monarch  amounted 
to  about  20,000  men.  The  horfe- 
guards  led  the  proceffion  ;  and  thefe 
were  followed  by  the  city  cavalry  ; 
fome  battalions  of  the  French 
guards  and  other  foldiers,  who  had 
fought  in  defence  of  the  nation,  fuc~ 
ceeded ;  then  the  different  compa¬ 
nies  and  corporations  ;  and  M.  de 
la  Fayette,  with  a  large  body  of 
militia,  brought  up  the  rear.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  arrival 
of  the  king,  whether  from  accident, 
or  from  fome  plot  concerted  by  the 
enemies  of  liberty,  a  woman  was 
Ihot  by  a  jnulket-ball,  from  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river.  The  king 
looked  pale  and  melancholy,  and  an 
exprefiion  of  anxiety  was  even  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  faces  of  the  national 
affembly.  The  progrefs  was  re¬ 
markably  flow  ;  and  no  Hiout  was 
to  be  heard  but  Vive  la  nation  !  At 
the  Barriere  des  Conferences,  the 
king  was  met  by  M.  Bailly,  who 
aCIed  as  mayor,  with  the  other  raa* 
giltrates.’ — M,  Bailly,  on  preferring 
the  keys  of  the  city,  addreffed  his 
majeity  in  a  Ihort  but  elegant 
fpeech,  the  exordium  of  which 
was: — “  Thefe,  lir,  are  the  keys 
which  were  prefented  to  Henry  IV. 
He  came  to  reconquer  his  people  ; 
it  is  our  happiriefs  to  have  recon¬ 
quered  our  king.”  At  the  Pont 
Neuf  the  paffage  was  lined  by  a 
numerous  train  of  artillery  ;  but,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  French  gallantry, 
the  mouths  and  touch-holes  of  the 
cannon  were  adorned  with  bouquets 
of  flowers.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
Hotel  de  Viile,  the  king  folemnly 
con  Armed  the  election  of  M.  Baillv 
and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  ;  and 
on  receiving  the  complimentary  ad- 
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dreftes  of  the  mayor,  the  prefident 
of  eleCtors,  count  Lally  Tolendal, 
&rc.  he  exclaimed  with  an  air  of  pa¬ 
thetic  emotion,  which  fcarcely  al¬ 
lowed  him  utterance — u  My  people 
may  always  rely  upon  my  affeCtion.” 
He  received  from  the  hands  of  the 
mayor  the  national  cockade  ;  and 
when  he  (hewed  himfelf  at  the  win¬ 
dow  with  this  badge  of  patriolifm, 
the  joy  of  the  people  could  no 
longer  he  reftrained  ;  the  fhout  of 
V me  le  roll  which  had  Icarcely  been 
heard  in  the  former  part  of  the  day, 
filled  the  whole  atmofphere,  and 
refounded  from  one  extremity  of  the 
city  to  the  other.  The  return  of 
the  king  to  Verfailles  was  a  real  tri¬ 
umph.  The  citizens,  alrnoft  intoxi¬ 
cated  wdth  joy,  furrounded  his  car¬ 
riage  ;  his  countenance,  which  in 
the  morning  bore  the  afpedl  of  me¬ 
lancholy,  was  now  cheerful  and 
finding;  and  he  appeared  fincerely 
to  partake  in  the  general  fatisfac- 
tfon. 

The  royal  vifit  to  Paris  was  the 
fignal  for  the  difperlion  of  the  mi- 
rsiftry,  Marfhal  Broglio  retired  to  ' 
Jhuxemburgh ;  madamc  Polignac, 
in  the  habit  of  a  wraiting-woman, 
took  the  route  of  Bruffels ;  even  the 
count  d ’Artois,  with  his  family, with¬ 
drew  during  the  ftillnefs  of  the 
night,  and  was  followed  by  the 
princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,  the 
duke  de  Luxemburgh,  and  others 
of  the  nobility.  But  of  all  who 
were  conne&ed  with  the  court,  none 
was  more  odious  than  M.  Foulon, 
who  had  long  been  obnoxious  to  the 
people,  for  his  unfeeling  tyranny 
and  hi'S  infatiable  avarice.  This  un¬ 
fortunate  perfon  had  rifen  from  a 
very  low  filiation  in  life  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  immenfe  riches.  lie  had 
been  commiffary  to  the  army  in  the 
war  of  1755,  and  by  his  rapacity 
and  extortions  is  faid  to  have  irre¬ 
trievably  difhonoured  the  French 


name  in  the  provinces  of  Germany.- 
He  is  faid  to  have  made  a  common 
boaft  of  his  depraved  principles. — 
His  favourite  maxim  was,  that 
that  country  wrnuld  be  bell  go¬ 
verned,  where  the  common  people 
fhould  be  compelled  to  feed  upon 
grafs  and  he  had  boalted,  4<  that  if 
ever  it  fhould  be  his  good  fortune  to 
be  mini  Her,  he  wmuld  make  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  France  live  upon  hay.”  On 
the  firft  news  of  the  riots  in  Paris 
he  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the 
public  eye,  and  had  caufed  a  re¬ 
port  of  his  death  to  be  induftrioufly 
circulated,  and  his  funeral  had  even 
been  performed  in  a  manner  fuit- 
able  to  his  immenfe  riches.  In  the 
mean  time  lie  had  fecretly  retired 
to  Very,  an  eftate  belonging  to  M. 
de  Sartines,  where  he  was  in  hopes 
of  remaining  concealed  :  but  his  cha¬ 
racter  commanded  no  man’s  affec¬ 
tion,  and  the  general  unfeelingnefs 
of  his  heart  left  him  without  a 
friend.  His  own  vaffals  were  the 
nrlt  to  purfue  and  detedt  him  ;  and 
on  the  22d  of  July  he  was  brought 
to  Paris  with  a  bundle  of  hay  at 
his  back,  in  allufion  to  the  language 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  employed 
in  expreffing  his  contempt  for  the 
people.  The  committee  at  the  Ho¬ 
tel  de  Ville  determined  to  fend  him 
to  the  prifon  of  the  abbey  St.  Ger¬ 
main,  where  he  might  be  detained 
till  the  return  of  tranquillity  fhould 
afford  him  ^an  impartial  trial  :  but 
the  immenfe  crowd  which  was  af~ 
fembled  in  the  Place  de  Greve,  re¬ 
filled  this  determination.  It  was 
with  difficulty  M.  Badly  could  make 
himfelf  heard,  when  he  urged  with 
all  the  eloquence  of  humanity  the 
flagrant  injuftice  of  condemning  a 
citizen  to  death  without  hearing  him 
in  his  own  defence. — The  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  took  ft  ill  more  popular 
ground  by  urging  the  detention  of 
the  criminal,  in  the  hope  of  obtain¬ 
ing 
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Jag  from  him  a  difcovery  of  his  ac¬ 
complices.  To  this  demand  the  po¬ 
pulace  appeared  to  affent  by  their 
tokens  of  applaufe:  but  the  unhappy 
Foulon,  whether  in  teftimony  of 
his  innocence,  or  by  a  mechanical 
movement,  clapped  his  hands  at  the 
fame  time  in  approbation.  A  gene¬ 
ral  exclamation  was  immediately 
railed  : — “  They  are  conniving  at 
his  guilt ;  they  intend  to  favehim.” 
He  was  immediately  feized,  and 
dragged  under  the  fatal  lamp -iron, 
which  during  the  revolution  the  po¬ 
pulace  had  employed  as  the  inftru- 
ment  of  their  vengeance.  Every 
circumftance  of  horror  attended  his 
execution  :  the  rope,  by  which  he 
was  fufpended,  broke  twice  ;  and  he 
was  detained  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  a  half  expiring  Hate,  be¬ 
fore  a  new  one  could  be  procured. 
His  head  was  cut  off  and  placed 
upon  a  pike,  with  the  mouth  Huffed 
with  hay,  and  was  carried  through 
the  ftreets  of  Paris.  This  vi&im 
of  popular  fury  was  74  years  of 
age. 

M.  Berthier,  who  had  married 
the  daugher  of  M.  Foulon,  was  im¬ 
plicated  in  the  fate  of  his  father-in- 
law,  and  was  perhaps  odious  to  the 
people  from  the  exercife  of  an  arbi¬ 
trary  and  opprefiive  employment, 
the  intendant  of  police.  He  had 
been  feized  at  Compiegne,  and  one 
of  the  electors,  with  400  horfe,  had 
been  difpatched  to  condudt  him  to 
Paris.  He  alfo  was  accufed  of  pe¬ 
culation  and  extortion,  of  being  the 
principal  agent  in  regulating  the 
movements  of  the  camp  at  St.  De¬ 
nis,  and  of  the  Hill  more  unpopular 
crime  of  fpeculating  in  grain,  and 
contributing  to  the  general  fcarcity. 
Unhappily  for  him,  he  arrived  in  Pa¬ 
ris  the  very  evening  in  which  the 
populace  had  imbrued  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  his  relation  ;  his  death 
was  therefore  inevitable.  If  how¬ 


ever  he  did  not  fuffer  innocently, 
he  fuftained  his  unhappy  fate  with, 
courage  and  dignity.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  way  he  converfed 
tranquilly  with  M.  Riviere,  the  elec¬ 
tor  who  accompanied  him.  When 
he  entered  the  city,  however,  the 
bloody  bead  of  his  father-in-law  was 
prefented  to  hipi,  and  at  tins  dread¬ 
ful  light  he  is  faid  to  have  turned 
pale,  and  to  have  loft  his  fortitude. 
When  interrogated  at  the  Hotel  de 
Ville  as  to  his  condu&,  he  anfwered 
calmly  :  “  That  he  had  obeyed  the 
orders  of  his  fuperiors,  and  that  the 
infpe&ion  of  his  papers  would  iu- 
ftrudt  them  as  to  the  extent  of  his 
guilt. ”  It  was  determined  to  fend 
him  immediately  to  the  abbey ;  but 
it  was  impoffible  to  penetrate  the 
concourfe  of  people  that  furrounded 
the  hotel.  It  was  in  vain  that  M. 
Bailly  oppofed  his  utmoft  eloquence 
to  the  fury  of  the  multitude ;  in 
vain  the  commander  in  chief  pvo- 
ft rated  himfelf  on  his  knees  to  en¬ 
treat  that  the  popular  caufe  fhould 
no  more  be  defiled  with  blood.  Nu¬ 
merous  as  his  effort  was,  they  were 
foon  difperfed,  and  he  was  dragged 
to  the  fatal  lamp-iron,  where  a  new 
cord  was  already  prepared  for  him. 
His  defpair  infpired  him  with  new 
courage  ;  and  lnatching  a  bayonet 
out  of  the  hands  of  one  of  tjhe 
guards,  he  attempted  to  defend  him¬ 
felf,  if  not  from  death,  at  leaft  from 
ignominy.- — He  tell  pierced  with 
innumerable  wounds. — A  monftei* 
of  inhumanity,  a  dragoon,  plunged 
his  hand  into  his  reeking  entrails, 
and  tearing  out  his  heart,  and  fixing 
it  on  the  point  of  his  cutlafs,  car¬ 
ried  it  as  a  trophy  through  the 
ftreets.  The  head  was  alfo  cut  off, 
and  carried  about  along  with  that  of 
M.  Foulon. 

It  is  faid  that  the  dragoon,  who 
in  this  brutal  manner  tore  out  the 
heart  of  M.  Berthier,  did  it  in  re¬ 
venge 


venge  for  the  death  of  a  father 
be  this  as  it  may,  his  comrades  were 
fo  completely  difgufted  with  this 
barbarity  of  the  adtion,’  that  they 
determined  to  fight  him  fuccefiively 
till  by  his  death  they  had  removed 
the  difiionour  which  it  fixed  upon 
their  corps.  He  fought,  and  was 
killed  the  fame  evening# 

To  apologize  for  fucli  aftiono 
would  be  in  fome  degree  to  partake 
of  their  criminality.  Wretched  is  the 
fate  of  that  nation  which  is  obliged 
to  employ  the  agency  of  a  mob  to 
counteract  the  ufurpations  of  ty¬ 
ranny.  If,  however,  we  candidly 
Oonfider  the  grievances  and  oppref- 
fions  under  which  the  people  of 
France  had  for  centuries  languiihed  ; 
if  we  confider  the  licentioulnefs  in¬ 
herent  in  the  canaille  of  a  populous 
city,  and  how  prone  human  nature 
is  to  the  abufe  of  power ;  if  we  re¬ 
coiled!  the  individual  provocations 
and  injuries  which  men  fuffer  from 
perfons  high  in  office  under  an  arbi¬ 
trary  government,  perhaps  we  {hall 
rather  wonder  that  the  vidkims  of 
popular  refentment  were  fo  few.  In 
juft  ice  alfo  to  the  infurgents  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  it  muft  be  recorded,  that  while, 
under  the  miftaken  fentiment  of  re¬ 
venging  the  oppreftions  of  their  go¬ 
vernment,  they  involved  themfelves 
in  the  guilt  of  murder,  they  were 
ft  ill  fuperior  to  fuch  a  crime  as  theft. 
The  bodies  of  the  [marquis  de  Lau- 
nay  and  of  the  major  of  the  Baftille 
lay  expofed  in  the  Place  de  Greve 
for  a  number  of  hours,  and  neither 
their  watches  or  any  one  of  their 
valuables  were  even  touched  by  the 
mob ;  and  when  M.  Foulon  was 
maffacred,  his  pockets  were  full  of 
money  and  bank-notes,  which  were 
taken  carefully  out  by  fome  of  the 
mob,  and  depofited  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  table  of  the  Hotel  de 
Ville*  On  what  foundation  we  can¬ 
not  pretend  to  fay,  but  it  has  been 


advanced  by  tbe  popular  party*- 
that  with  refpedl  to  Meff.  Foulon 
and  Berthier,  the  people  were  made 
the  blind  inftruments  of  private  en¬ 
mity,  or  of  their  accomplices  therm*' 
felves;  who  probably  faw  no  other 
means  of  concealing  the  atroclouf- 
nefs  of  their  own  condiftft  from  pub-, 
lie  enquiry;  From  the  windows  of 
tbe  Hotel  de  Ville  a  number  of  per- 
fqns  of.  fuperior  appearance  were 
obferved  exciting  the  populace  to' 
outrage,  and  who  appeared  to  be 
the  main  fprings  of  all  their  mo¬ 
tions.  Thefe  could  fCarcely1.  be 
friends  to  the  popular  caufe,  firtce 
nothing  could  involve  it  in  fuch  dif- 
grace  as  the  perpetration  of  thefe 
barbarities.  ,  •  .  ,  ,  , 

This  day  of  horror  and  of  blood 
filled  indeed  every  good  citizen 
vtith  difguft  and  apprehenfion— they 
trembled  left  they  fhould  have  only 
exchanged  one  tyranny  tor  another,- 
and  condemned  in  the  ftrongeft: 
terms  thefe  gufts  of  inhumanity,* 
thefe  bloody  proferiptions,  thefe 
outrages  againft  public  juftice.  The 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  in  particular 
was  fo  much  exafperated  by  this 
contempt  of  all  authority,  that  he 
determined  at  once  to  refign  his  of¬ 
fice  of  commander  in  chief :  happily 
for  France,  the  eloquence  of  M.f 
Bailly  had  fufficient  influence  to  pre* 
vail  with  him  to  refume  it. 

The  example  of  the  capital  gave 
the  fignal  for  revolt  ill  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces,;  and  it  was  no  fooner  under- 
flood  that  a  confpiracy  had  been 
formed  againft  the  liberties  of  the 
nation,  than  all  the  citizens  became 
foldiers,  and  all  the  foldiers  citizens. 

At  Rennes,  the  capital  of  Brit- 
fany,  the  young  men  took  up  arms 
about  the  20th  of  July,  feized  the 
arfenal,  and  the  principal  polls,  arid 
raifed  at  once  the  ftandard  of  liberty-* 
The  count  de  Langeron,  who  com¬ 
manded  there,  marched  out  againft: 

them* 
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them,  at  the  head  of  the  regiments 
d’ Artois  and  Lorraine,  and  the 
dragoons  d’Orleans:  but  the  foldiers 
were  no  fooner  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  than  they  unanimoufiy  ffiouted 
Vive  la  nation  !  Eight  hundred  im¬ 
mediately  joined  the  patriotic  ftand- 
ard,  and  the  reft  returned  to  their 
barracks,  after  having  taken  a  folemn 
oath,  not  to  ftain  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  their  fellow-citizens.  In 
the  mean  time  the  principal  people 
being  affembled  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville, 
they  decreed  the  fufpenfion  of  all 
levies  and  contributions  on  the  part 
of  the  king  or  the  feudal  lords  ;  de¬ 
putations  were  fent  to  every  town 
in  Brittany;  the  whole  province 
was  prefently  in  arms  to  fupport  the 
public  caufe ;  and  all  declared  them¬ 
felves  ready  to  march,  if  neceffary,  to 
the  relief  of  the  national  affembly. 
The  commanding  officer,  finding  all 
his  efforts  in  vain,  retired  from  the 
province. 

At  St.  Malo,  the  younger  citi¬ 
zens  determined  to  form  two  divi- 
fi'ons,  one  of  horfe,  and  the  other 
of  foot,  and  to  proceed  immediately 
to  the  national  affembly,  to  partici¬ 
pate  with  them  the  danger  or  the 
glory  of  faving  their  country.  As 
they  were  without  artillery,  their  firft 
ftep  was  to  take  poffeffion  of  the 
city  fort,  and  that  of  the  Chateau 
Neuf,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fupply  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  The  com¬ 
mandant  reinforced  'each  of  the 
fortreffes,  but  in  vain  ;  the  foldiers 
declared  they  would  not  aft,  and 
the  citizens  by.  fome  ftratagem  got 
poffeffion  of  the  keys.  It  is  pleafmg 
to  add,  that  they  made  the  happieft 
ufe  of  their  fuccefs  ;  they  refilled  the 
revengeful  impulfe  which  would  lead 
them  to  punifh  the  obftinacy  of  the 
king’s  lieutenant,  and  refpefted  hu¬ 
man  life  even  in  an  enemy. 

The  city  of  Bourdeaux  has  been 
always  diltinguilhed  by  its  attach¬ 


ment  to  liberty.  On  the  fatal  night 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  chief  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rate  of  this  city  was  among  the 
few  who  contended  for  the  rights  of 
humanity  in  oppofition  to  the  blind 
diftates  of  fanaticifm.  On  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  the  members  of  the 
parliament  enrolled  themfelves  vo¬ 
luntarily  in  the  city  militia,  and 
mounted  guard  along  with  the  other 
inhabitants  ;  and  the  governor  of  the 
caftle,  animated  by  a  fimilar  fpirit, 
prefented  the  keys  to  a  deputa¬ 
tion  of  citizens.  A  ftatue  of  M. 
Neckar  was  elevated  on  a  pedeftal 
haftily  erefted  for  th'e  purpofe,  and 
was  crowned  with  a  garland  of  lau¬ 
rel. 

The  duke  de  Liancourt  fuc- 
ceeded  the  archbiffiop  of  Vienne  as 
prefident  of  the  national  affembly. 
One  of  the  firft  circumftances  which 
fignalized  his  prefidency,  was  the 
permiffion  which  was  granted  by 
the  king  to  the  French  guards  to 
enrol  themfelves  among  the  national 
militia  :  in  the  mean  time,  addreffes 
expreffive  of  the  higheft  degree  of 
patriotifm  and  confidence,  poured 
in  upon  the  affembly  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom;  and  there  appeared 
no  vifible  obftruftion  to  the  confirm- 
mation  of  its  patriotic  labours. 

The  talk,  however,  was  not  quite 
fo  eafy  as  at  firft  fight  we  might  be 
difpofed  to  conclude  befides.ths 
enmity  of  thofe  who  fubfifted  by 
the  corruptions  of  the  former  go¬ 
vernment,  the  affembly  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with  other  difficulties,  and  the 
approach  of  famine  was  not  the  lealb 
calamity  with  which  the  nation  was 
threatened. 

The  hafty  exile  of  M.  Neckar  had 
fruftrated  the  plans  which  he  had  laid 
for  the  acquisition  of  fubfiftence. 
An  aftual  fcarcity  took  place  ;  the 
granaries  and  magazines  were  pil¬ 
laged;  and  bands  of  ruffians  were  dif- 
perfed  over  the  country,  and  in  ere  a  fed 
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the  fcarcity  by  their  defperate  ra¬ 
vages.  The  enemies  of  the  revolution 
took  advantage  of  this  date  of  things, 
to  difturb  and  agitate  the  popular 
mind  by  alarming  reports.  It  was 
even  believed  that  they  monopolized 
the  grain  themfelves,  in  order  to  call 
an  odium  on  their  oppofers.  Among 
the  riots  excited  uponthefe  occafions 
none  were  more  difgraceful  than  thofe 
at  St.  Germain  and  Poiffy — to  the 
latter  of  which  a  deputation  was  fent 
from  the  national  affembly,  with  the 
humane  bifhop  of  Chartres  at  their 
head.  They  arrived  juft  time  enough 
to  fave  an  innocent  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Thomaffin,  though  the  fa- 
tal  cord  was  already  round  his  neck. 

Thefe  proceedings,  joined  with 
the  affair  of  M.  Foulon,  determined 
the  affembly  on  the  23d  of  July  to 
publifh  a  proclamation,  inviting  all 
good  citizens  to  the  maintenance  of 
order  and  government ;  and  declar¬ 
ing  that  to  try  and  punifli  for  all 
crimes  of  leze-nation ,  was  the  foie 
prerogative  of  the  affembly,  till,  by 
the  conftitution  which  it  was  about 
to  eftablifh,  a  regular  tribunal  fhould 
be  inftituted  for  the  punifhment  of 
fuch  offences. 

On  the  25th  the  affembly  was 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confternation 
by  the  report  of  M.  Punelle,  one  of 
the  deputies  of  Franche-Comte,  who 
related  that  M.  de  Mefmay,  a 
counfellor  to  the  parliament  of  Be- 
fan^on  and  lord  of  Quincey,  had 
invited  the  people  of  his  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  the  officers  of  the  garrifon 
of  Vefoul,  to  celebrate,  at  his  caftle 
of  Quincey,  the  happy  union  of  the 
three  orders  of  the  ftate.f  The  en¬ 
tertainment  was  fumptuous,  and  the 
beft  wines  were  diftributed  with  a 
liberal  hand;  but  amidft  this  feene 
of  feftivity,  the  company  were  at 
once  difperfed  by  a  dreadful  explo- 
iion  of  gunpowder,  and  fome  perfotis 
were  even  killed  upon  the  fpot. 


It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  horrotf 
and  indignation  which  fuch  a  repre- 
fentation  muft  infpire.  The  prefi- 
dent  of  the  affembly  was  inftantly* 
diredted  to  wait  upon  the  king,  to 
requeft  that  the  tranfadtion  might  be 
immediately  inquired  into;  and  he 
was  further  requefted  to  give  orders 
to  his  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
claim  any  of  the  parties  who  might 
have  taken  refuge  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

It  was  fome  time  before  the  mat¬ 
ter  could  be  inveftigated,  nor  has  it 
ever  been  cleared  up  to  general  fatif- 
fadlion.  The  beft  account  that  has 
been  given  of  it  is,  that  three 
drunken  foldiers  having  gone  to  ffe.ep 
in  the  pavilion,  and  having  pro¬ 
cured  a  light,  a  barrel  of  gunpowder 
which  was  kept  there  accidentally* 
difploded,  and  the  foldiers,  and 
they  only,  fell  the  vidtims  of  their 
indiferetion. 

Unfounded,  however,  as  tliefe 
reports  concerning  M*  Mefmay  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been,  their  effedt s  were 
more  or  lefs  felt  by  all  the  nobility 
of  France.  The  populace  of  the 
neighbourhood  would  have  imme¬ 
diately  pulled  down  the  caftle  of 
Quincey,  but  were  prevented  by  the 
militia  and  citizens  of  Befan^on.  In 
other  places,  as  foon  as  the  report 
was  received,  riots  were  excited, 
fome  caftles  were  ranfaeked,  and 
two  or  three  gentlemen  of  irre¬ 
proachable  characters  loft  their 
lives. 

In  this  period  of  general  diftruft, 
we  cannot  wonder  that  even  circum- 
ftances  trifling  in  themfelves  fhould 
produce  new  troubles.  The  baron 
de  Caftelnau,  refident  in  France 
from  Geneva,  was  arrefted  on  the 
Pont  Royal ;  and  the  moment  he 
was  arrefted  he  tore  in  pieces  a  letter  ; 
but  the  fragments  were  carefully 
colledted, and  tranfmitted,  with  three 
other  open  letters  found  upon  him, 
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by  M.  Bailly  to  the  duke  de  Lian- 
court.  When  the  packet  arrived 
there  were  but  few  members  in  the 
hall,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  prefi- 
dent  would  not  permit  him  to  keep 
open  letters  in  his  poffeffion.  Con- 
fidering  alfo  that  the  affembly  was 
inverted  with  no  executive  power,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  fend  back  the 
packet  to  M.  Bailly,  not  doubting 
but  it  would  be  produced  when 
called  for.  A  long  and  important 
difcufiion  of  this  bufinefs  etifued. 
On  the  one  fide,  it  was  prcpofed  by 
the  count  de  Chatenai,  M.  Reubel, 
and  others,  “that  all  intercepted  let¬ 
ters  fliould  be  depofited  in  a  proper 
place  for  the  infpeCtion  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  affembly  ;  and  that  the. 
papers  found  in  the  Baftille  Ihould  be 
collected,  in  order  to  form  a  hiftory 
of  the  crimes  of  the  old  government, 
which  would  ferve  as  a  kind  of  preface 
to  the  conftitution.”  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  urged  by  M.  Camus — 
“  That  all  the  inftru&ions  of  their 
conftituents  had  confecrated  the  in¬ 
violability  of  private  correfpondence; 
that  the  national  affembly  ought  not 
to  fet  the  example  of  a  public  breach 
of  faith  ;  and  that  the  only  excep¬ 
tion  ought  to  regard  the  corre- 
fpondence  of  thofe  perfons  who  are 
actually  in  the  hands  of  juftice.” — 
The  bilhop  of  Langres  obferved, 
“  that  all  ages  had  applauded  the 
generality  of  Pompey,  who  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  flames  the  letters 
which  the  fenators  had  addreffed  to 
Sertorius.”  M.  Duport  remarked, 
“  that  the  advantage  was  dubious, 
and  the  danger  manifeft  :  that  the 
moll  virtuous  citizen,  and  the  great- 
ell  of  men,  M.  Turgot,  had  been 
ruined  by  a  fictitious  correfpond- 
ence.,,  The  affembly,  much  to  its 
honour,  decreed,  that  in  Inch  a  cafe 
there  was  no  room  for  debate.  Thus 
the  fanCfity  of  private  correfpond* 
©nee  was  held  inviolate  ;  and  In  the 
1 7£i. 


mid  ft  of  treafons  and  confpiracies, 
while  the  national  affembly  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  great  work  of  efta- 
blifhing  liberty,  it  declared  itfelf 
above  employing  or  imitating  any  of 
the  difgraceful  refources  of  tyranny. 

Among  the  alarms  and  reports  to 
which  the  unfettled  ftate  of  France  at 
this  time  gave  rife,  a  very  formidable 
rumour  was  circulated,  That  the  court 
of  London  was  difpofed  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  troubles  of  the  nation — 
That  the  Englifh  fleets  in  both  In¬ 
dies  had  already  commenced  the  at¬ 
tack — and  that  St.  Domingo  and 
Pondicherry  were  already  among  the 
number  of  their  conquefts.  So  in¬ 
jurious  a  calumny  could  not  be 
overlooked  by  the  ambaffador  of 
Great  Britain.  He  wrote  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  minifter,  the  count  de 
Montmorin,  difclaiming  on  the  part 
of  his  court  every  hollile  intention, 
and,in  corroboration  of  his  affertion, 
appealing  to  his  recolleCtion,  that  in 
the  beginning  of  June  a  plot  had 
been  concerted  for  feizing  the  port 
of  Breft,  by  certain  perfons  who 
claimed  the  countenance  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that 
the  propofal  had  been  rejeCted  with 
indignation  by  the  Englifh  cabinet,, 
and  that  he  (the  duke  of  Dorfet) 
had  immediately  apprifed  the  French 
miniftry  of  the  danger. 

The  letter  of  the  ambaffador  be¬ 
ing  read  in  the  affembly,  and  com¬ 
municated  to  the  people  of  Paris, 
fufficicntly  quieted  every  apprehen- 
fion  concerning  the  interference  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  to  prevent  in 
future  the  interruption  of  the  na¬ 
tional  bufinefs,  a  committee  of  twelve 
members  was  immediately  appoint¬ 
ed  to  take  cognizance  of  every  re¬ 
port  or  information  which  refpe&ed 
the  public  fafety. 

The  confequences  of  the  duke  of 
Dorfet3 a  letter  were  more  ferious  in 
he  province  of  Brittany.  The  plot 
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which  he  had  mentioned  againft 
Bred  was  immediately  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  nobility ;  and  the 
enemies  of  fome  of  that  body,  who 
had  fhewn  themfelves  averfe  to  the 
revolution,  induftrioufly  reprefented 
them  to  the  people  as  the  criminals. 
Several  were  arrefted,  and  confined 
in  the  cafiles  of  Nantes  and  St. 
Malo.  The  nobility  of  the  province 
appealed  to  the  juftice  of  the  na¬ 
tional  aflemhly,  and  entreated  that 
the  duke  ox  JDorfet  might  be  re- 
quefted  to  give  more  precife  docu¬ 
ments,  that  the  criminality  might  no 
longer  be  extended  to  all  the  ancient 
families  of  a  refpe&able  quarter  of 
the  kingdom,  but  might  attach  to 
thofe  only  who  were  really  concern¬ 
ed.  The  affembly  referred  the  in- 
veftigation  to  the  executive  power  ; 
but  declared  at  the  fame  time  their 
opinion,  that  the  evidence  appeared 
fo  vague  and  indirect,  that  the^en- 
tlemen  ought  to  be  liberated. 

A  letter  from  M.  Neckar,  in 
anfwer  to  the  requifition  of  the  af¬ 
fembly,  was  received  on  the  27th 
of  July.  It  was  dated  Bafil,  and 
was  expreffive  of  his  gratitude  and 
devotion  to  their  commands.  Poi- 
terity  will  regard  it  as  an  incident 
more  refembling  the  vifions  of  ro¬ 
mance  than  the  occurrences  of  real 
life,  that  the  fir  ft  intimation  he  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  revolution  was  from 
the  mouth  of  the  duchefs  de  Po- 
lignac,  his  bittereft  enemy.  M. 
Neckar  had  quitted  Brufiels  in  the 
determination  of  retiring  from  pub¬ 
lic  life,  and  forgetting  his  difgrace 
and  his  unfuecefsful  labours  in  the 
peaceful  retirement  of  his  eftate  ,in 
the  vicinity  of  Geneva.  In  his  way 
thither,  he  arrived  at  Bafil  acci¬ 
dentally  at  the  very  moment  when 
madame  Polignac,  in  her  precipi¬ 
tate  flight,  flopped  at  that  city. 
We  may  eafvly  conceive  his  furprile 
when  an  interview  was  requeikd  by 
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that  lady  ;  but  it  mqft  have  been 
(till  greater,  when  fhe  acquainted 
him  with  the  furprifing  revolution 
of  which  his  exile  had  been  the 
proximate  occalion.  Notvvithftand-' 
ing  the  remonftrances  of  his  friends, 
he  determined,  without  hefitation, 
to  refume  his  office. — <£  I  would 
rather,”  faid  he,  “  expofe  myfelf 
to  danger  than  to  remorfe.,,  He 
waited  at  Bafil  till  he  received  the 
orders  of  the  king*  and  then  fol¬ 
lowed  immediately  the  courier  who 
announced  his  approach. 

As  he  palled  through  Villenaux, 
on  the  road  from  Nogent  to  Ver- 
failles,  he  was  informed  that  the 
baron  de  Bezenval,  commandant  of 
the  Swifs  guards,  who  had  aefted 
under  marfhal  Broglio,  was  arrefted 
by  the  militia  of  that  place,  and 
that  his  life  was  in  danger.  The 
humanity  of  M.  Neckar  was  imme^ 
diately  interefted,  and  he  wrote  in 
the  carriage  the  following  Ihort  note 
to  the  municipal  officers  of  Ville* 
naux  : 

“  I  know  to  a  Certainty,  gentle¬ 
men,  that  the  baron  de  Bezenval, 
who  has  been  arrefted  by  the  mili¬ 
tia  of  Villenaux,  had  the  king’s 
permiffion  to  return  to  Switzerland, 
his  own  country.  I  entreat,  gentle¬ 
men,  that  you  will  refpedt  this  per¬ 
miffion,  of  which  1  am  your  gua¬ 
rantee,  and  I  fhall  confider  myfelf  as 
under  a  particular  obligation.  Eve¬ 
ry  motive  that  can  a  fie  61  a  feeling 
mind  impels  me  to  make  this  re- 
queft,  &c.5> 

Preffing  as  was  this  requifition,  it 
was  not  complied  with,  as  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  officers  determined,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  baron  Iho'uld Jbe  releafed,  it 
was  proper  to  conlult  the  perma¬ 
nent  committee  at  the  Hotel  de 

Ville. 

The  paflage  of  M.  Neckar 
through  France,  was  more  gratify¬ 
ing  to  the  human  feelings  than  the 
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rnoft  diftinguifhed  triumph  of  the 
moft  celebrated  conqueror.  He  was 
followed  by  the  acclamations,  not  of 
fervile  multitudes,  but  of  a  free 
people ;  who  faluted  him  not  as 
their  governor,  but  as  their  deli¬ 
verer,  their  father,  their  tutelary 
genius.  In  Paris  the  news  of  hist 
arrival  was  celebrated  like  that  of  a 
fplendid  vidtory;  and  the  exulta¬ 
tion  vifible  in  every  countenance 
eVinced,  that  every  Frenchman  con- 
fidered  the  republic  as  in  fafety 
when  committed  to  his  care.  On 
the  29th  of  July,  the  day  after  his 
return,  he  repaired  to  the  national 
aiTembly,  to  render  his  refpedts  to 
that  auguft  body.  He  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  four  gentlemen  ufhers,  and 
every  mark  of  attention  and  refpect 
was  paid  to  this  martyr  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  caufe  ;  thig  minifter,  who  taught 
the  fovereign  to  tefpedl  the  rights 
of  the  people,  and  who  inllruded 
the  multitude  in  their  duty  to  the 
throne.  Theprelident  complimented 
him  on  his  arrival  in  a  very  elegant 
addrefs,  which,  in  honour  both  of 
the  fpeaker  and  the  minifter;  was 
directed  to  be  printed. 

Even  thefe  teftinlonieS  of  efteem, 
however,  appear  little  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  fplendour  of  his  re¬ 
ception  in  Paris  :  that  city,  which 
lo  much  exceeded  the  reft  of  the 
kingdom  in  .wealth,  population,  and 
magnificence;  exceeded  eVery  ether 
part  in  its  zeal  for  liberty,  and  its 
joy  on  the  reftoration  of  its  favourite 
minifter.  Oil  the  morning  of  the 
3<oth,  the  day  he  had  appointed  for 
yifiting  the  metropolis,  numerous 
detachments  of  infantry  and  cavalry 
were  ftationed  on  the  road  to  Ver- 
failles  to  meet  him.  Pie  arrived  in 
a  coach  and  four,  with  M.  St. 
Prieft,  his  colleague,  who  had  par¬ 
ticipated  in  his  principles,  and  in 
his  difgrace.  At  half  paft  twelve 
they  reached  the  Hotel  de  Ville, 
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amidft  the  acclamations  of  thou- 
fands.— -M.  Bailly  and  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  with  the  1 20  re- 
preferltatives  of  the  commune,  re¬ 
ceived  him  in  the  great  hall; 
where  he  was  complimented  by 
M,  Bailly  in  a  ftrain  of  eloquence 
in  which  dignity  was  happily  blend¬ 
ed  with  fimplieity.  The  fpeech  of 
M.  Neckar,  in  reply,  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  that  pathetic  fweetnefs 
of  expreffion  which  marks  all  his 
compofitions;  “  He  expreffed  his 
gratitude  in  modeft  terms,  and  in¬ 
formed  them  that  the  king  had  re¬ 
ceived  him  in  the  kindeft  mariner; 
and  affured  him  of  his  entire  confi¬ 
dence;  He  obferved,  however,  that 
the  whole  welfare  of  the  ftate  was 
now  placed  in  their  hands,  and  in 
thofe  of  the  national  affembly:  front 
this  circumftance  he  took  occafion 
moft  earneftly  to  recommend  the  re- 
eilablifhment  of  order  and  govern¬ 
ment;  He  entreated  them,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  that  the  world 
fhould  hear  no  more  of  proferip- 
tions;  no  more  of  fuch  bloody  feencs 
as  had  fo  lately  been  adted.  From 
this  topic  he  pafted  to  the  baron  de 
Bezenval,  to  whefe  merits,  in  his 
ftation;  he  bore  honourable  teftimo- 
ny ;  and  entreated,  in  the  moft  per- 
fuafive  terms,  that  he  might  be  fet 
at  liberty.  He  even  went  further, 
ahd  infifted  on  a  general  amriefty,  as 
the  only  meafure  confident  with 
their  honour,  and  with  the  reftora¬ 
tion  of  liberty;”  The  enthufiafm 
of  humanity  communicated  itfelf 
from  the  orator  to  all  his  auditors, 
and  an  amnefly  was  unariimoufiy 
decreed  by  the  general  aftembly  of 
the  electors  of  Parish 

That  the  aftembly  of  electors  in 
this  inftance  tranfgreffed  the  powers 
conftitutionally  veiled  in  them,  can¬ 
not  be  doubted  ;  and  unfortunately 
too  many  were  interefted  both  in  the 
repeal  of  the  amnefly,  and  in  Ipwer- 
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ing  the  confcquence  of  the  elective 
body,  to  permit  fuch  an  a£l  to 
pafs  without  animadverfion.  It  was 
icarcely  made  known  before  the  fix- 
ty  diflricls  of  Paris  were  in  the  mod 
violent  agitation. — They  exclaimed, 
that  the  electors,  delegated  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  choofing  deputies 
to  the  ftates-general,  had  aiTumed 
new  powers,  and  could  only  have  in 
view  the  perpetuating  of  their  own 
authority.  They  had  indeed,  dur¬ 
ing  the  moments  of  popular  confu- 
fion,  fubmitted  to  the  orders  of  this 
body,  becaufe  fome  afiive  and  di¬ 
recting  principle  was  then  wanting  ; 
but  the  prefent  ftep.they  confid'ered 
as  trenching  on  the  authority  of  the 
national  affembly,  without  prece¬ 
dent,  without  excufe.  The  enemies 
of  the  minifler  eagerly  grafped  the 
opportunity  to  leffen  him  in  tlie 
public  efteem.  They  infinuated,  that 
he  would  facrifice  the  public  welfare 
to  his  own  ambition  ;  and  that  he 
wifhed  to  fave  the  baron  de  Bezen- 
val,  only  from  a  conviction  that  it 
would  render  him  particularly  agree¬ 
able  to  the  court  :  that  the  whole 
of  the  confpirators  would  fpeedily 
return  in  triump  ,  infolently  to 
brave  the  refentment  of  the  nation, 
and  to  vent  their  cruelty  on  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  liberty.  Thefe  injurious 
infinuations  were. unhappily  too  fa¬ 
vourably  received ;  the  alarm-bells 
were  founded,  the  Place  de  Greve 
re-echoed  with  frightful  menaces, 
even  at  the  precife  time  when  at 
the  Palais  Royal  the  return  of  M. 
Neckar  was  celebrated  with  con¬ 
certs  and  illuminations.  The  elec¬ 
tors,  alarmed,  immediately  iffued  a 
proclamation  explanatory  of  their 
former  refolution,  u  which,  they 
aflerted,  implied  no  affumption  of 
judicial  authority  to  condemn  or  ac¬ 
quit  the  enemies  of  the  nation  ;  but' 
was  to  be  underitood  limply  as  a 
declaration  that  the  citizens  fr©m 
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that  day  would  punifh  no  man  but. 
according  to  law.” — They  difpatch- 
ed  meffengers  at  the  fame  time  to 
prevent  the  liberation  of  Bezenval ; 
and  clofed  all  by  a  formal  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  powers  which,  they  faid, 
only  the  necefiities  of  the  times  had 
compelled  them  to  affume. 

Thefe  faffs  were  no  foonercommu- 
nica'ced  to  the  national  affembly,  thaa 
they  produced  an  iaterefling  and 
important  debate  among  the  friends 
of  liberty.  Some,  in  particular  Meff. 
Lally  Tolendal,  Mounier,  Clermont 
Tomierre,  and  Garat  the  younger, 
fupported  the  facred  principle  of  civil 
liberty,  that  no  perfon  ought  to  be 
arrefted  without  a  pofitive  accufa- 
tion.  “  Let  us  not  be  told,”  faid 
they,  “  of  the  popular  clamours  :  if 
a  mere  fufpicion  be  called  a  popular 
clamour,  what  citizen  can  be  afiured 
for  a  moment  of  that  liberty  which 
we  are  feated  here  to  protect  r” 

Meff.  Gleizen,  Robertfpierre,  Mi- 
rabeau,  and  Barnave,  replied  :  — 
“  That  the  prefent  queflion  was  not 
relative  to  the  general  principles  of 
civil  liberty  : — that  the  people  had 
a  right  to  arreft  a  man  who  had 
publicly  appeared  at  the  head  of 
their  enemies,  and  who  fled  the  king¬ 
dom  at  the  inflant  when  the  affem- 
bly  announced  its  intention  of  profe- 
cuting  the  enemi.es  of  the  nation. 
M.  Bezenval,  they  urged,  is  accufed 
by  the  voice  of  the  public  : — if  he  is 
innocent,  let  him  be  acquitted  ;  if  he 
is  guilty,  let  him  be  punifhed.  The 
object:  at  prefent  is  to  preferve  him 
from  the  fury  of  the  multitude,  to 
declare  him  under  the  fafeguard  of 
the  law.  A  legal  profecution  only 
can  prevent  popular  outrage.” 

The  debate  concluded  in  a  ref»-: 
lution  “  approving  of  the  explana¬ 
tion  which  the  electors  had  given  of 
their  decree  ;  adding,  that  if  a  ge¬ 
nerous  nation  prohibited  profcrip- 
Uqq,  it  w^s  hill  the  duty  of  the  rer 
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■*-refentatives  to  take  care  that  jus¬ 
tice  ffiould  be  duly  executed  ; — and 
that,  as  to  the  perfon  of  the  baron 
de  Bezenval,  it  was  to  remain  in  {Se¬ 
cure  cuftody  near  the  place  where 
he  was  arretted,  he  being  from  that 
time  under  the  fafeguard  of  the 
Jaw.” 

M.  de  Bezenval  had  been  in 
the  mean  time  conducted  to  Brie- 
Comte-Robert,  where  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  cattle,  which  was  put 
in  a  pofture  of  defence.  It  was  for¬ 
tunate  for  him,  that  the  courier  dif- 
patched  by  the  aifembly  to  prevent 
his  being  brought  to  Paris  ufed  ex¬ 
traordinary  diligence.  Thirty  thou- 
fand  defperadoes  waited  for  him  at 
the  Greve,  where  a  gallows  and 
a  rope  were  made  ready  ;  and  every 
thing  announced  the  renewal  of  the 
horrid  feenes  which  had  fo  lately 
been  abted. 

Had  he  indeed  entered  the  city, 
no  human  power  could  have  laved 
him. 

The  affair  of  M.  de  Bezenval  was 
not  the  only  circumftance  which  at 
this  tumultuous  period  outraged  the 
fenfibility  and  interrupted  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  national  affembly. 
At  St.  Denis,  near  Paris,  a  moll 
horrid  murder  was  committed.  The 
fieur  Chatel,  lieutenant  to  the  mayor, 
was  charged  with  the  diftribution  of 
corn  there  ;  and  the  bread  which  the 
bakers  offered  for  fale  not  proving 
agreeable  to  the  mob,  a  riot  was  ex¬ 
cited.  The  perfonal  enemies  of  M. 
Chatel,  and  thofe  who  were  difaf- 
febled  to  the  new  order  of  things, 
affiduoufly  mingled  in  the  mob. 
After  a  vigorous  defence,  this  un¬ 
fortunate  gentleman  efeaped  to  the 
belfry  of  the  collegiate  church  ;  but 
was  difeovered  by  a  child,  and  pur¬ 
sued  immediately  by  the  multitude. 
There  the  favages  fattening  the  bell- 
ropes  round  his  neck,  and  pulling 
fchem  different  ways,  inhumanly 
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ftrangled  him  ;  and  what  adds  to 
the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  crime  is, 
that  he  was  a  gentleman  of  known 
worth,  and  of  great  humanity  ;  a 
friend  of  liberty,  and  the  patron  of 
the  poor. 

It  is  fome  time  before  a  people 
can  learn  how  to  be  free.  At  Caen 
in  Normandy,  difturbances  fjmilar 
to  thole  in  Paris  took  place  in  a 
feyv  days  after  the  revolution.  The 
cir^umilance  which  gave  rife  to  thefe 
fatal  broilp,  is  laid  to  be  as  follows  : 
Some  fpldiers  of  the  regiment  of 
Artois  came  either  by  accident  or 
on  bulinefs  to  Caen,  and  were  deco¬ 
rated  with  medals,  as  the  honour¬ 
able  marks  of  their  devotion  to  tl\e 
caufe  oi  liberty  and  their  country* 
Thefe  patriotic  foldicrs,  who  were 
unarmed,  were  infulted  by  fome  dra¬ 
goons  of  the  regiment  of  Bourbon, 
who,  after  an  unequal  though  bLoay 
combat,  robbed  them  of  their  me¬ 
dals.  The  wounded  men  complained 
to  the  citizens  ;  and  the  marquis  de 
Belzune,  who  was  major  of  the 
dragoons,  was  accufed  of  having  ex¬ 
cited  his  foldiers  to  this  atrocious 
condu£t.  The  people  immediately 
took  to  their  arms  ;  the  municipal 
officers,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  exerted  themfeiyes  to  prevent 
the  effuiion  of  blood.  M.  de  Bel¬ 
zune  protefted  his  innocence,  and 
offered  to  appear  at  the  Hotel  de 
Ville,  where  he  would  render  them 
the  moll  convincing  proofs.  The 
regiment,  however,  would  not  per¬ 
mit  him  to  proceed,  unlefs  they  had 
hoftages  for  his  fafe  return  ;  which 
were  immediately  given.  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  major  bravely  delivered  him- 
felf  into  the  hands  of  the  multi¬ 
tude  ;  and  the  national  guard  fur- 
rounded  him,  with  a  view  of  con¬ 
ducting  him  to  the  citadel,  where 
he  might  be  in  fafety.  In  the  mean 
time  the  marquis  de  Harcourt,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  province, 
C  3  ordered 
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ordered  the  regiment  out  of  the 
town  ;  and  tranquillity  appeared  fo 
completely  re-eftablilhed,  that  the 
hoftages  were  fet  at  liberty.  The 
regiment  was  however  fcarcely  out  of 
the  boundaries,  than  the  infurrec- 
tion  rekindled ;  the  mob  broke  in 
upon  the  national  guard,  .and  mur¬ 
dered  the  unfortunate  marquis  de 
Belzune,  with  every  circumftance  of 
barbarity. 

The  city  of  Strafbourg  was  qlfo 
the  theatre  of  fpme  bloody  fcenes. 
This  city,  when  it  became  united 
to  France,  had  preferved  its  an¬ 
cient  form  of  government,  which 
was  originally  democratic,  but  had 
degenerated  infenfiblv  (as  all  infti- 
tutions  purely  democratic  generally 
will)  into  an  ariftocracy.  The  peo¬ 
ple,  therefore,  difgufted  with  the 
ufurpations  of  the  magiftracy,  had 
for  a  confiderable  period  only  waited 
an  opportunity  to  revolt  ;  and  the 
news  of  the  taking  of  thp  Baftille 
excited  a  universal  ferment.  A  gene¬ 
ral  illumination  took  place  on  the 
night  of  the  20th  of  July;  and  thofe 
houfes  which  did  not  follow  the 
example,  had  the  windows  prefent- 
ly  demoliftied  by  the  populace. -r- 
The  city  continued  in  a  date  of  up¬ 
roar  till  the  2 2d;  during  which 
time  the  magiftrates  had  pacified 
the  more  refpedtable  citizens  ;  and 
all  would  have  been  quiet,  had  not 
a  band  of  ruffians,  from  the  German 
fide  of  the  Rhine,  infinuated  them- 
felves  into  the  city  during  the  trou¬ 
bles.  At  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  2zd.  the  Hotel  de 
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Ville  was  invaded  by  this  banditti, 
and  the  fucceeding  night  and  morn¬ 
ing  the  city  was  on  fire  in  feveral 
places:  the  citizens,  however,  join¬ 
ing  with  the  foldiery,  orders  were 
at  length  given  to  charge  the  mob, 
many  of  whom  were  killed  by  the 
foldiers,  and  a  few  were  afterwards 
executed  ;  the  greater  part  of  whom 
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were  foreigners  from  the  other  f!d<? 
of  the  river.  The  city,  however, 
continued  under  a  kind  of  military 
difcipline  till  the  6th  of  Auguft, 
when  another  riot  enfued  from  thp 
intemperance  of  the  foldiers ;  but 
was  quieted  by  the  timely  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
province. 

Hitherto,  in  the  midft  of  thefp 
difaftrous  events,  the  affembly  itfelf 
had  preferved  a  degree  of  unanimity, 
from  the  time  -  when  the  orders  be¬ 
came  united,  which  gave  a  force  and 
dignity  to  all  its  proceedings.  The 
latent  feeds  of  difeord,  however, 
germinated  within  its  conftitution  ; 
and  the  firft  appearance  of  diforder 
was  at  the  time  when  a  fucceflor 
was  to  be  chofen  to  the  duke  de 
Liancourt.  M.  Thouret,  a  celebrated 
advocate  of  Rouen,  a  diftinguiftied 
patriot,  and  a  mofl  excellent  citi¬ 
zen,  was  eledled  by  a  confiderable 
majority  to  the  prefident’s  chair. 
The  ferutiny  was  no  fooner  declared, 
than  a  confiderable  party  exprefted 
the  ftrongeft  diffatisfadlibn,  and,  it  is 
faid,  even  proceeded  to  threats.  M. 
Thouret,  however,  had  the  magna¬ 
nimity  and  patriotifm  to  decline  the 
high  honour  that  awaited  him,  and  * 
M.  C'happelier,  one  of  the  deputies 
of  Brittany,  was  eledted  in  his  dead. 

The  aflembly  had  been  affiduoufiy 
employed  for  fome  time  on  the  great 
queftion  of  a  declaration  of  the  na¬ 
tural  rights  of  men  and  citizens  ; 
and  tfye  debates  upon  this  fubjedt 
were  full  of  ingenious  difquifition, 
and  profound  moral  and  political 
fpeculation.  On  the  4th  of  Auguft, 
h.pweyer,  this  body  faw  the  objedl 
pf  its  deliberations  take  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  courfe  ;  and  inftead  of  meta- 
phyfical  difeuftion,  and  abftradf  rea- 
fonijig,  it  was  at  once  turned  to  de- 
cifive  meafures,  and  thofe  the  boldeft: 
aqd  maft  intereftipg,  perhaps,  ths^t 
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tver  di'ftinguifhed  the  proceedings  of 
3  legiflative  aflembly. 

The  committee  of  reports,  after 
having  exhibited  an  affe£ling  pidlure 
of  the  public  and  private  calamities 
with  which  the  kingdom  was  con- 
vulfed,  propofed,  as  a  means  of  re¬ 
medying  thefe  evils,  ‘‘that  the  af- 
fembly  Ihould  publilh  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  a  foletnn  declaration,  intimat¬ 
ing  its  anxiety  and  concern  for  the 
troubles  which  agitated  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  its  entire  difapprobation  of 
the  non-payment  of  taxes,  rents,  and 
other  feudal  incumbrances  ;  and  de¬ 
claring,  that  till  the  affembly  had 
paffed  a  decree  upon  thefe  fubje£ls, 
there  exilted  no  motive  to  juftify 
fuch  non-payment.” 

Confiderabie  debates  fucceeded 
upon  this  propofition,anda  variety  of 
projects  were  propofed  for  extricat¬ 
ing  the  nation  from  the  difficulties 
and  troubles  in  which  it  was  in¬ 
volved. — At  length  the  vifcount  de 
Noailles  arofe  to  point  out,  he  faid, 
the  only  effedfual  means  of  reftoring 
peace.  “  We  are  called  upon  (faid 
be)  to  quiet  the  troubles,  and  quell 
the  infurredtions,  which  ex  ill  in  the 
nation  :  to  do  this,  we  mult  enquire 
into  the  caufe  of  thefe  troubles,  and 
this  will  lead  us  to  the  proper  re¬ 
medy.  The  communities  have  made 
a  demand  upon  us  ;  they  have  de¬ 
manded  that  they  Ihould  be  releafed 
from  the  chains  of  vaffaiage,  and 
that  the  feign  or  ial  oppreffions  fhould 
be  alleviated  or  changed.  For  three 
months  the  communities  have  be¬ 
held  us  engaged  in  verbal  difputes, 
while  their  own  attention  and  their 
wilhes  are  diredfed  to  things  :  they 
are  acquainted  only  with  two  claffes 
of  people,  thofe  who  now  bear  arms 
to  affert  their  liberties,  and  thofe 
higher  orders  whofe  intereil  it  is  to 
oppofe  them. — What  is  the  confe- 
quence  ?  They  are  armed  to  reclaim 
their  rights,  and  they  fee  no  pro- 


fpedl  of  obtaining  their  objedf  b?it  by 
force.  Th  us  the  whole  kingdom  is 
convulfed  ;  and  thus  there  are  no 
means  of  reftoring  tranquillity,  but 
'by  convincing  the  people  that  we 
are  in  earned  in  their  caufe,  and 
that  we  refill  them  only  where  it  is 
manifeftly  for  their  intereil  that  they 
Ihould  be  refilled. 

“  I  propofe,  therefore,  i.  That 
the  committee  be  inftrudled  to  pro- ' 
pofe  a  declaration,  that  every  tax 
fhall  henceforward  be  levied  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  income  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual.  2.  That  the  burthens  of 
the  ftate.be  equally  borne  by -every 
member  of  the  Hate.  3.  That  all  feu¬ 
dal  claims  which  are  not  of  a  per- 
fonal  nature,  lhall  be  redeemable  on 
a  fair  valuation.  4.  That  all  the 
claims  of  the  lord  which  are  of  a 
perfonal  nature,  fuch  as  perfonal 
fervice,  & c.  lhall  ceafe  without  any 
ranfom.” 

This  motion  was  highly  applaud¬ 
ed,  and  was  feconded  by  the  duke 
d’Aiguillon  in  a  very  able  fpeecli. 
M.  le  Grand  eflablifhed  a  mod  ac¬ 
curate  diftin£lion  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies  of  feudal  rights. 
“They  are,”  faid  he, t£  real,  perfonal, 
or  mixed.  The  lirll,  fuch  as  trial  n- 
morte  or  vaffaiage,  the  corvees  or 
right  to  the  labour  of  the  peal'ant, 
&c.  are  vicious  in  their  origin,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  imprefcriptible  rights 
of  man,  and  confequently  fo  unjirft, 
that  to  order  them  to  be  ranfomed 
would  be  an  adl  deferving  of  the 
fevered  cenfure.  With  refpe£l  to 
real  rights,  fuch  as  quit-rents,  rents, 
rents  in  kind,  See.  they  mud  not  only 
be  made  redeemable,  but  the  whole 
of  fuch.  claims  on  any  individual 
mud  be  confolidated,  and  the  va¬ 
luation  made  accordingly.  Mixed 
rights,  fuch  as  the  bannalites  (or 
compulfion  to  bake  in  the  landlord’s 
oven,  upon  paying  a  toll  out  of  the 
flour),  as  they  partake  of  the  nature 
C  4  of 


4o  BRITIS 

of  both  the  others,  ought  to  he  re¬ 
deemed,  but  at  a  more  moderate 
ranfom  than  thofe  claims  which  ar^ 
actually  real,” 

M.  Guen  de  Kerangafl  enume¬ 
rated  feveral  abfurd  fpecies  of  feudal 
claims,  many  of  which  cannot  even 
be  named  without  offence  to  model! 
ears.  By  the  feudal  laws  of  force 
cantons,  the  vaffals  were  fubjedl  to 
be  yoked  to  the  carriage  of  the 
lord,  like  beafts  of  burden  ;  in  fome 
the  tenants  were  obliged  to  pafs 
whole  nights  in  beating  the  ponds, 
that  his  reil  might  not  be  diflurbed 
by  the  croaking  of  frogs  ;  in  others 
they  were  compelled  to  maintain  his 
bounds  :  but  the  mod  dreadful  in- 
itance  of  feudal  barbarifm,  was  a 
law  (obCoiete  indeed  forages)  which 
authorized  the  lord,  in  certain  dif- 
tridls,  on  his  return  from  hunting, 
to  rip  open  the  bellies  of  two  of  his 
vaffals,  that  he  might  foment  his 
feet  in  their  warm  bowels  by  way  of 
refreshment. 

In  fine  the  motions  of  M.  de 
Noailles  were  approved  unanimoufly ; 
and  the  difinteiefled  patriotifm  of 
the  affembly  being  wound  up  to  the 
higheft  pitch,  they  were  followed 
by  other  facrifices  tiuly  honourable 
to  the  members  of  the  privileged 
orders.  The  fhfl  of  thefe  was  the 
total  abolition  of  the  inferior  courts  of 
jnflice  ejlablijhed  upon  feudal  principles 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  which 
were  in  every  refpedl  corrupt  and 
oppreffive, 

M.  Foucault  propofed  the  imme¬ 
diate  fuppr ifion  of  all  places  and  emo¬ 
luments  granted  by  the  court,  except 
thofe  which  were  the  due  rewards 
of  merit  and  adfual  fervices  ;  and 
this  motion  alfo  was  received  with 
applaufe. 

The  prefident  was  now  proceed¬ 
ing  to  put  thefe  motions  to  the 
vote  ;  but  lie  flopped  himfelf  by  re¬ 
marking — “  That  as  the  clergy  had 
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not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  de¬ 
claring  their  fentirnents,  he  Ihould 
efleem  himfelf  guilty  of  an  inde¬ 
corum,  if  he  did  not  particularly 
requeft  their  opinions  upon  this  in* 
terefling  difeuffion.”  This  invita* 
tion  brought  up  the  bifhop  of 
Nancy,  who  requefted,  in  the  name 
of  the  clergy,  that  if  the  ranfom  of 
the  feudal  rights  Jhould  be  decreed ,  it , 
might  not  be  converted  to  the  profit  of 
the  ecclejiaflical  lords ,  but  might  he 
appropriated  to  the  augmentation  of 
poor  livings. 

The  bifhop  of  Chartres,  after  ap¬ 
proving  the  facrifices  already  made,' 
recommended  the  Jupprtffion  of  the 
game  laws. — “  He  reprefented  in 
ftrong  terms  the  abfurdity  of  thofe 
impofitions  which  condemned  the 
hufbandman  to  be  the  patient  fpec- 
tator  of  the  ravage  of  his  fields,  and 
expofed  him  to  fevere  punifhment 
if  he  prefumed  to  deftroy  thofe  ani¬ 
mals  which  were  moll  detrimental 
to  his  labours.” — A  number  o.f 
voices  from  the  nobility  concurred  in 
thefe  fentirnents,  and  demanded  tfie 
renunciation  of  what  were  termed 
the  rights  of  the  chafe,  reft.rving 
only  to  the  proprietors  of  the  land 
the  right  of  fporting  within  their 
own  demefnes. 

The  acclamations  of  the  affem- 
bly  were  interrupted  by  the  prefi¬ 
dent  de  S.  Fargeau,  who  demanded 
an  explanation  of  the  declarations 
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of  the  nobility  and  clergy  concern¬ 
ing  the  equalization  of  taxes.  “We 
have  given  a  hope  to  the  people,” 
faid  he  ;  “  let  us  give  them  a  reality. 
Why  fhould  we  delay  a  moment  to 
perform  what  all  the  inftruOtions 
from  the  different  orders  have  eon- 
ilituted  as  almofl:  the  firft  of  our 
labours  ?  I  propofe,  that  not  only 
for  the  lad  fix  months  off  the  year, 
but  from  the  very  commencement 
of  it,  all  the  members  of  the  privi¬ 
leged  clalfesj  without  exception, 

fupport 
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fupport  their  proportional  part  of 
the  public  impofls  ;  and  until  this 
affembly  {hall  have  elfabiiihed  the 
principles  upon  which  taxes  {hall  in 
future  be  paid,  1  am  of  opinion  the 
adjulhnent  of  the  proportion  fhould 
be  left  to  the  diicretion  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  affemblies,  the  affemblies  of 
the  departments,  &c.” 

Thefe  renunciations  were  followed 
by  thofe  of  the  exclufive  right  of 
rabbit  'vuarrens,  and  of  ffheries .  M. 
de  Riche  propofed  to  aboliih  the 
fate  of  offices  ;  and  the  count  de  Vi- 
fieux  recommended  the  demolition 
of  dove-cotes,  which,  trifling  as  the 
evil  may  appear  to  us,  were  from 
their  numbers  a  ferious  grievance 
to  the  peafantry  of  France.  The 
cure  of  Souppes  offered,  in  the  name 
of  his  brethren,  the  relinquifhment 
of  cafualties,  and  all  fees  exadted 
from  the  poor.  This  generous  de¬ 
claration  was  followed  by  that  of 
feveral  dignitaries  of  the  church, 
who  Hated,  that,  agreeably  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  canons,  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  limit  themielves  to  the 
poffefiion  of  a  Jingle  henefce .  M. 
Duport  embraced  this  opportunity 
to  compliment  the  inferior  clergy, 
and  to  propofe  an  augmentation  of 
their  j} fiends. 

After  confirming  thefe  propofals 
l»y  a  vote  of  the  affembly,  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  reform  appeared  almoft  ex- 
hauiled,  when  the  deputies  of  thofe 
provinces  which  enjoyed  peculiar 
privileges,  came  forward  to  lay  their 
charters  and  their  franchifes  at  the 
feet  of  the  national  reprefentatives. 
Dauphine,  which  was  always  for¬ 
ward  to  facrifice  its  advantages  to 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  was  the 
lirfl  to  tellify  its  acquiefcence  on 
the  prefent  occafion.  The  marquis 
de  Blazons  called  the  attention  of 
the  affembly  to  the  refolution  which 
his  province  had  paffed  at  Vizille,  to 
renounce  its  peculiar  privileges.  He 
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expreffed  his  wifh  that  ail  the  other 
provinces  would  imitate  this  exam- 
pie,  and  declare  themielves  fatisfied 
with  the  name  and  privileges  of 
French  citizens.  He  had  fcarcely 
fpoken  when  the  deputies  of  Brit¬ 
tany,  which  had  always  been  the 
rival  of  Dauphin^  in  patriotifm, 
preffed  round  the  table  to  make  a 
fimilar  facrifice.  The  impatience  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  Provence  and 
Forcalquier  fcarcely  fuffered  them 
t#  wait  till  thofe  of  Brittany  had 
made  their  patriotic  declaration  ; 
and  they  were  followed  by  the  depu¬ 
tation  of  Burgundy,  Languedoc, 
and  by  the  reprefentatives  of  Paris, 
Lyons,  Marfeilies,  Bourdeaux,  Straf- 
bourg,  &c. 

A  number  of  motions  of  lefs  im¬ 
portance  fncceeded  ;  and  the  lup- 
predion  of  deport,  vacat,  annates, 
and  pluralities, -was  immediately  de¬ 
creed.  The  duke  de  Liancourt  pro¬ 
pofed  that  a  medal  fhould  be  {truck 
off  in  commemoration  of  this  unpa¬ 
ralleled  feffion,  and  that  a  folemn 
Te  Heum  fhould  be  performed.  On 
the  reigning  monarch  the  auguft 
title  of  Restorer  of  Gallic  Li¬ 
berty  was  conferred  by  a  decree, 
and  a  deputation  appointed  to  wait 
upon  his  majefty,  refpecHfully  to  in¬ 
form  him  of  thefe  tranfaftions. 

It  is  evident  that  thefe  facrifices, 
difinterefted  as  they  were,  could  not 
be  generally  acceptable.  The  great 
body  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  were 
difpofed  to  deny  the  power  of  their 
reprefentatives,  who,  they  afferted, 
had  voted  away  what  was  not  their 
own.  That  they  fhould  not  have 
had  more  weight  with  the  people,  is 
more  furprifing  ;  but  the  fpirit  of 
anarchy  and  licentioufnefs  was  ex¬ 
cited,  and  could  not  foon  fubfide. 
In  fome  places,  the  decrees  of  the 
affembly  feemed  to  be  made  the  ex- 
cufe  for  new  diforders — The  game 
in  particular  was  made  a  common 
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prey  ;  and,  in  the  purfuit,  even  the 
extreme  necefiities  of  the  kingdom 
were  difregarded,  as  the  (landing 
corn  was  trodden  down  and  de- 
ftroyed.  But  the  great  caufc  of 
eonfufion  was  the  increafing  fear  city 
of  bread,  which  feemed  to  render 
the  populace  defperate,  and  totally 
rtgardlefs  of  order.  Some  convoys 
of  bread  and  provi lions  were  (lopped 
on  the  road  to  Park  ;  and  two  elec¬ 
tors  of  that  city,  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  at  Provence  in  purchafing 
iupplies  for  the  metropolis,  were  ar- 
rcbed  on  the  (ufpicion  of  being  mo- 
nopolids,  and  narrowly  efcaped  with 
their  lives. 

On  the  7  th  of  Align  ft  the  new 
miniders,  the  keeper  of  tlie  feals,  the 
marfhal  Bauvau,  the  count  de  Mont- 
morin,  the  count  de  la  Luzerne,  M. 
Neckar,  the  count  de  St.  Pried,  the 
arehbifhop  of  Vienne,  and  the  count 
de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  were  introduced 
their  requeft  to  the  afferhbly  ; 
and  the  arehbifhop  of  Bourdeaux, 
/the  keeper  of  the  feals,  drew  a  mod 
lamentable  picture  of  the  diforders 
which  prevailed  throughout  the 
kingdom.  He  was  followed  by  M. 
Neckar,  who  reprefented,  in  flrong 
terms,  the  miferable  date  of  the 
public  treafury,  which  on  his  en¬ 
trance  into  office  was  found  to  con¬ 
tain  only  400,000  livres,  chiefly  in 
notes  of  the  caiflfe  d’efcompte,  — 
He  added,  that  the  deficit  between 
the  income  and  the  expences  was 
enormous  ;  and  that  finch  had  been 
the  fums  which  the  king  had  been 
obliged  to  ifiue  for  the  purchase  of 
grain,  and  for  tlae  fupport  of  the 
poor,  and  fuch  the  deficiency  created 
by  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  that 
no  refource  remained  but  to  raife  a 
loan  of  thirty  millions  to  fatisfy  the 
engagements  and  inevitable  expences 
of  the  date  for  two  months,  by 
which  time  he  prefumed  that  confi¬ 
gurable  progrefs  would  be  made  in 


the  edablifhing  of  a  confutation. 
This  loan  he  propofed  at  5  per  cent. 
But  the  propofal  was  remitted  to  the 
confideration  of  the  committee  of 
finance ;  which  prefuming  too  far 
upon  the  patriotifm  of  the  people, 
retrenched  the  terms  of  the  loan  of 
all  thofe  little  advantages  which  the 
miniher  had  annexed  to  it,  in  order 
to  induce  the  moneyed  people  to  fub- 
feribe,  and  reduced  the  intered  to 
four  and  a  half.  In  the  debates 
which  took  place  upon  the  propo- 
fals  of  the  minider,  there  appears 
reafon  to  fufpedl  that  the  count  de 
Mirabeau  was  infiigated  by  a  per- 
fonal  oppofition  to  M.  Neckar  ;  and 
it  was  certainly  owing  to  his  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  aftembly  that  the  plan 
of  the  minider  was  not  adopted. 
The  confequcnce  was,  that  in  three 
weeks  not  more  than  2,600,000  li¬ 
vres  were  fubferibed  to  the  loan,  and 
the  project  utterly  failed.  In  order 
therefore  to  procure  a  fupply  of 
forty  millions,  another  fcheme  was 
obered  by  M.  Neckar,  and  adopted 
by  the  aflembly,  which  was,  to  foli- 
cit  a  loan  of  eighty  millions  at  five 
per  cent,  one  half  of  which  might 
be  paid  in  dock  ;  but  the  aflembiy 
had  lob  the  favourable  opportunity, 
and,  by  the  impediments  which  they 
threw  in  the  way  of  M.  Neckar’s 
fird  project,  had  unfettled  the  faith 
of  the  moneyed  intered  in  the  nevy 
government. 

In  the  mear?  time  the  tumultuous 
date  of  the  nation  obliged  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  pafs  a  decree,  recommend¬ 
ing  to  the  municipalities  to  be  vigi¬ 
lant  for  the  public  fafety,  and  ri- 
goroufly  to  profecute  all  who  (hould 
he  found  exciting  public  alarms  oj* 
diburbances.  The  decrees  of  the 
4th  of  Augud  alfo  had  been  fent 
to  a  committee,  which  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
them  into  the  form  of  a  law  ;  and 
from  the  5  th  to  the  1  ith  the  differ¬ 
ent 
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€fit  articles  were  debated.  Mod  of 
tbofe  which  refpedted  the  feudal 
claims  were  confirmed  with  little  va¬ 
riation  ;  but  the  committee  confi- 
dering  tithes  as  a  fpecies  of  feudal 
tax  levied  on  the  land,  had  inferted 
them,  in  the  decree  as  redeemable 
like  the  other  feudal  afledments.  To 
this  conftru&ion  the  clergy  vehe¬ 
mently  objected,  and  alleged  that 
jt  confounded  two  things  efien- 
tially  different,  the  feudal  tithes  and 
thofe  which  were  purely  ecclefiadi- 
cal,  which  laft  condituted  a  fpecies 
of  private  property,  not  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  nation.  The  neceffities 
of  the  date,  on  the  other  hand,  had 
for  fome  time  induced  the  popular 
party  to  look  upon  the  wealth  of 
the  church  as  a  lad  refource  for  the 
jreplenifhment  of  an  exhauded  trea- 
fury  ;  and  with  this  view  the  pro- 
pofal  of  the  committee  was  drenu- 
oufly  fupported  by  Med.  Chadel, 
iMirabeau,  & c.  The  abbe  Sieyes 
was  the  abled  defender  of  the  rights 
of  the  clergy.  With  great  logical 
precifion  and  accurate  information, 
he  evinced  “  that  the  tithes  were 
not  a  tax  impofed  by  the  nation,  but 
a  rent-charge  laid  upon  their  edates 
by  /the  original  proprietors  for  me 
maintenance  of  the  church  ;  that 
the  a6lual  proprietors  had  purchafed 
their  edates  fubjetl  to  this  rent- 
charge  ;  and  that  the  legiflature  had 
no  authority  to  transfer  this,  which 
was  a  real  property,  from  the  hands 
pf  the  clergy  to  the  landholders, 
who  had  no  legitimate  nor  apparent 
„  claim  to  it. — If  you  wifli  to  be  free,” 
added  he,  “  begin  by  being  juft.” 
The  necedities  of  the  nation,  how¬ 
ever,  conftituted  a  plea  on  the  other 
fide,  which  was  not  to  be  refilled  ; 
and  on  the  morning  after  this  de¬ 
bate,  fifteen  cures  fent  to  the  alfem- 
bly  an  a<d,  by  which  they  voluntarily 
refigned  into  the  hands  of  the  na^ 
lion  the  whole  of  their  ecclefiaftical 
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rights,  and  declared  that  they  were 
content  to  rely  on  the  juftice  of  that 
body  for  an  equitable  provilion. 
This  a£t  of  patriotifm  was  received 
with  the  loudeft  burd  of  applaufe  5 
and,  as  if  by  a  fudden  emotion,  all 
the  parochial  clergy  in  .  the  aflembly 
depped  forward  to  the  table  to  make 
the  fame  facrifice.  The  archbifhop 
of  Paris  next  declared,  “  that,  in  the 
name  of  his  brethren,  he  begged 
leave  to  place  the  whole  of  their 
tithes  under  the  difcretion  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation*— -  claim¬ 
ing  only  for  themfelves  enough  tp 
fupport  the  decency  and  dignity  of 
public  worfhip,  and  to  enable  them 
to  admipider  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  ”  “  Such  is  the  wifh  of  all 

the  clergy  (exclaimed  the  cardinal 
de  la  Rochefoucault)  :  we  place  our 
confidence  in  the  nation.” 

The  decree  which  abolilhed  the 
feudal  fydem,  and  the  excluiive  pri¬ 
vileges  of  hunting,  fifhing,  &c.  and 
which  laid  all  offices  and  dignities 
open  to  every  citizen  without  dif- 
tin&ion  of  birth  ;  which  declared 
that  the  tithes  ftiould  be  commuted 
for  by  a  certain  ftipend  ;  which  pro¬ 
hibited  the  (ale  of  offices,  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  fees  to  the  clergy  on  cafual- 
ties,  and  all  payments  to  the  fee  of 
Rome  ;  which  annihilated  the  feudal 
jurifdi&ions,  pluralities,  penfions, 
and  the  particular  privileges  of  thofe 
provinces  which  were  called  pays 
d’etats,  was  finally  palled  on  the 
13th  of  Augud,  and  accepted  by 
the  king. 

Tacitus  has  fomewhere  lamented, 
that  the  fcenes  which  his  duty  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  record,  wanted  that 
jntered  and  variety  which  decorated 
the  more  flourilhing  periods  of  the 
republic,  and  complains  that  his  An¬ 
nals  contain  little  more  than  details 
of  bloodlhed  and  aflaffinations.  In 

this  refpeft  the  hidorian  of  anarchy 
will  find  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  predi¬ 
cament 
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eament  with  the  annalift  of  defpo- 
tifm  ;  and  the  neceffity  of  recurring 
Jo  frequently  to  the  odious  topic  of 
popular  commotion  and  phrenfy,may 
perhaps  be  fuppofed  to  Hand  in  need 
of  an  apology.  The  truth  is,  the 
kingdom  of  France,  at  the  period 
we  are  defcribing,  was  deditute  of 
regular  government.  The  execu¬ 
tive  power,  which  is  fupported  only 
by  public  opinion,  was  feized  with  a 
kind  of  political  paralyfis  ;  it  was 
neither  capable  of  reftraining  the 
public  impetuofity,  nor  of  directing 
its  motions.  The  whole  kingdom 
was  in  agitation,  and  the  flighted 
rumour  was  firfiicient  to  produce  a 
paroxyfm  of  popular  delufion  and 
madnefs.  The  metropolis  was  how¬ 
ever  agitated  beyond  every  other 
part ;  it  was  the  centre  of  political 
chfcuffian,  and  the  theatre  where 
fchofe  who  were  difaffedted  to  the 
new  order  of  things  could  put  in  ac¬ 
tion  their  artifices  with  mod  fafety 
and  with  mod  effecf .  The  calami¬ 
ties  which  the  people  had  fo  lately 
efcaped,  and  the  malevolence  and 
well-known  perfidy  of  their  enemies, 
had  generated  in  them  habits  of  fuf- 
picion  ;  and  the  acfs  of  bloodfhed 
into  which  they  had  been  betrayed, 
had  familiarized  them  with  cruelty. 

In  this  date  of  things  we  are  not 
to  wonder  if  we  fee  the  populace  on 
the  point  of  facrificfng  one  of  their 
bed  friends,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  weeks  demanding  clamoroufly 
the  life  of  him  whom  they  had 
ebofen  for  their  general.  Thus, 
while  the  affembly  were  engaged  in 
performing  the  mod  important  fer- 
vices  to  the  people,  the  inhabitants 
©f  Paris  were  endeavouring  to  dip 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  man 
(the  marquis  dela  Salle)  who,  though 
one  of  the  fird  of  the  nobles,  had 
^leferted  the  caufe  of  his  order  from 
an  affediion  for  the  people.  On  the 
5th  of-  Auguft,  about  nine  in  the 
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evening,  a  boat  was  difcovered  on 
the  river,  rowed  by  three  men,  ana 
was  bopped  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Port  St.  Paul :  it  was  found  loaded 
with  ammunition  from  the  arfenal  \ 
and  this  difcovery  was  no  fooner 
made,  than  a  general  alarm  was  ex¬ 
cited.  The  boatmen  were  examined, 
and  M.  de  la  Voiffiere  and  fome  other 
perfons  who  had  the  cuhody  of  the 
powder,  &c.  were  fent  for,  who  pro¬ 
duced  an  order  figned  “  De  la  Salle, 
adting  for  the  M.  de  la  Fayette.” — 
It  was  in  vain  that  it  was  repre- 
fented  to  the  mob,  that  this  powder 
was poudre  detraltc ,  that  is,  of  an  in¬ 
ferior  quality,  fuch  as  is  fent  to 
Guinea,  which  was  tranfportingfrom 
the  arfenal  only  to  be  changed  for 

better.  The  mob  immediately  ex- 

* 

claimed,  It  is  poudre  de  traitre  !  and 
clamoured  for  vengeance.  M.  de  la 
Salle  had  been  dining  in  the  country, 
and  in  the  evening  had  returned  to 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  where  he  was  no 
fooner  arrived  than  he  found  up¬ 
wards  of  forty  thoufand  people  de¬ 
manding  his  life.  Learning  by  ac¬ 
cident  the  caufe  of  the  tumult,  he 
had,  however,  the  good  fortune  to 
retreat  without  being  difcovered. 

During  this  time  a  mifereant  had 
mounted  the  lamp-pod,  with  a  new 
rope  in  his  hand,  where  he  is  faid  to 
have  remained  for  not  lefs  than 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  while  a 
crew  of  banditti  broke  into  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  and  afeended  even 
into  the  clock,  in  queb  of  the  marquis 
de  la  Salle.  The  coolnefs  and  fere- 
nity  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  ap¬ 
peared  to  increafe  with  the  tumult 
and  the  danger.  In  the  mean  time 
he  had  given  fecret  orders,  and  had 
arranged  every  thing  for  the  public 
fafety  by  the  agency  of  a  faithful 
fergeant.  At  length,  when  he  was 
fatisfied  that  every  thing  was  right, 
he  fuddenly  arofe,  and  addrefling 
hijnfelf  to  the  committee  who  had 

fat 
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fat  witli  him  the  whole  evening,  he 
fnid — “  You  are  fatigued,  gentle¬ 
men,  and  I  am  fatigued  alfo — let  us 
retire;  the  Greve  is  completely  free ; 
and  I  give  you  my  word,  that  Paris 
was  never  in  a  more  perfect  date  of 
tranquillity.,,  On  looking  out  of 
the  windows,  nothing  was  to  be  feen 
of  the  mob  wrho  had  fo  lately  filled 
the  fquare  ;  it  was  entirely  occupied 
by  foldiers  of  the  national  guard 
drawn  up  in  mod  excellent  order, 
who  had  been  gradually  introduced 
by  the  marquis,  and  by  this  means 
without  tumult  or  trouble  expelled 
their  opponents. 

The  reftoration  of  tranquillity  ana 
:  order  was  an  objefl  of  the  firft  im¬ 
portance  with  the  friends  of  liberty, 

|  and  it  was  evident,  that  to  place  the 
municipal  governments  under  proper 
regulation  was  the  only  ^nethod  of 
«ffe£ling  this  defired  end.  As 
Paris  alfo  was  not  only  the  firft  in 
importance,  but  the  moftexpofed  to 
the  difafters  of  anarchy,  to  put  a 
flop  to  the  diforders  of  the  capital 
was  a  matter  of  the  molt  urgent  ne- 
cefiity.  This  could  only  be  done  by 
giving  the  citizens  an  intereft  in  the 
iupport  of  good  government ;  and 
by  conferring  on  thofe  who  had  pro¬ 
perty  to  defend,  functions  and  au¬ 
thority  adequate  to  this  purpofe  ; 
by  eftablifhing  a  regular  chain  of 
fubordination,  and  enabling  each 
perfon  to  comprehend  his  proper 
duties  as  a  public  man.  A  tempo¬ 
rary  plan  of  municipal  regulation 
was  therefore  devifed  by  M.  Bailly 
for  the  metropolis,  which  was  to 
rxift  only  till  the  afiembly  had  per- 
fefted  that  more  enlarged  fcheme  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  kingdom 
was  to  be  regulated.  As  this  plan 
was  only  temporary,  it  is  unneceffary 
to  enter  into  any  detail  concerning  it. 
It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  dif- 
fcrifls  were  augmented  to  three  hui- 


dred  ;  that  a  committee  of  fnbfift- 
ence  was  eftablifhed,  which  delivered 
the  city  from  the  horrors  of  famine  ; 
and  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  mayor 
was  appointed  in  every  department, 
who  contributed  greatly  to  preferve 
the  harmony  of  government,  and  to 
facilitate  the  execution  of  every 
meafure  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  tranquillity. 

Another  operation  no  lefs  import¬ 
ant  was  the  organization  of  the  na¬ 
tional  guard  in  Paris.  The  plan  of 
M.  de  la  Fayette  for  this  purpofe 
was  fimple,  but  excellent.  The  Pa- 
rifian  infantry  was  limited  to  thir¬ 
ty-one  thoufand  men,  of  whom  one 
thoufand  were  officers  ;  fix  thoufand 
were  paid  as  foldiers,  and  the  other 
twenty-four  thoufand  confifted  en¬ 
tirely  of  the  citizens  without  pay. 
The  city  of  Paris  was  apportioned 
into  fix  military  divifions  ;  a  com- 
mandant  was  created  for  each  ;  and 
to  each  diftricl  a  battalion  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  compofed  of  five  companies 
of  one  hundred  men  each  :  in  thofe 
battalions,  one  company  confifted  of 
regular  foldiers,  or  the  old  French 
guards,  and  was  termed  the  centre 
company.  The  diftridts  eledted  their 
military  officers.  The  choice  of 
each  of  the  fix  commandants  was 
referred  to  an  eledloral  afiembly  of 
the  divifion,  compofed  of  reprefen¬ 
tatives  of  the  diflridfcs.  The  right 
of  eletlhig  a  commander  in  chief  was 
veiled  in  the  diftridls  at  large,  who 
appointed  a  major  and  lieutenant- 
general.  T o  thele  important  poih 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  promoted 
M.  Gouvion,  who  had  been  his  col¬ 
league  and  companion  when  he 
fought  for  American  liberty  ;  and 
M.  Jarre,  who  had  been  diftin- 
guiftied  in  Holland  by  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  patriotic  party. 

After  having  fatisfied  the  imtne- 
diate  demands  of  the  nation,  by  the 
abolition  of  the  feudal  abfurdities* 

the 
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the  Rational  afiembly  returned  to 
its  great  work,  a  declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man.  Among  the  many 
fchemcs  or  fyftems  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  affembly  on  this  occa- 
fion,  three  principally  arrefted  then- 
attention  ;  thofe  of  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
of  the  abbe  Sieyes,  and  of  M.  Mou¬ 
lder.  The  firfl  of  thefe,  in  its  dear- 
nefs  and  fimplicity,  greatly  refem- 
bled  the  celebrated  American  de¬ 
claration  :  that  of  the  abbe  Sieyes 
embraced  the  whole  fabric  of  man, 
and  pointed  out  his  rights  and  his 
duties  in  the  various  departments  of 
focial  life — it  was  however  tod  com¬ 
plex  and  profound  to  be  adopted  as 
a  kind  of  popular  catechifm :  that 
of  M,  Mounier  was  not  quite  fo 
plain  and  fimple  as  that  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Fayette,  and  was  yet  lefs 
complex  than  the  other*  It  was 
howeVer  neither  fufficiently  clear 
and  defcifive  in  its  principles,  hor 
precife  in  its  phrafeology  *  and  the 
affembly,  after  long  debates,  refer¬ 
red  the  matter  to  a  committee  of 
five  members.  M.  Mirabedu  pro- 
pofed,  that  the  declaration  of  rights 
might  fei  ve  as  a  kind  of  preface  or 
introdu&ion  to  the  fyflern  of  the 
conflitution. — After  long  debates 
upon  the  fubjed*  however,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  declaration  of  rights 
ihould  be  Immediately  published  ; 
and  oh  the  2Cth  of  Augufl  that  form 
was  adopted,  which  at  prefent  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  head  of  the  new  confii- 
tution  *. 

It  would  be  at  once  ufelefs  and 
tminterefling  to  enter  into  a  minute 
detail  of  the  circumflances  under 
which  the  feveral  articles  of  the 
French  conilitution  were  voted,  or 
of  the  debates  which  they  oceali oil¬ 
ed.  The  day  after  the  declaration  of 
rights  was  decreed*  fix  articles, 
chiefly  relating  to  the  nature  of  the 
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monarchy,  colle&ed  literally  frdrti 
the  inflru&ions,  were  read  in  the 
affembly,  and  were  upon  the  point 
of  being  collectively  paffed  ;  but  M.\ 
Pethion  called  the  attention  of  the 
legiflature  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubjedt,  and  demonflrated  in  ftrong 
terms  the  rafhnefs  of  palling  a  number 
of  articles  without  a  fpecific  ex  am  in  a* 
lion.  After  a  debate  of  fome  length, 
it  appeared  that  the  great  objeft  of 
difeuffion  would  be  the  fhare  which 
fhould  be  allowed  to  the  monarch  in 
the  legiflative  authority.  It  was 
therefore  determirfed  previoufly  to 
invefligate  this  fingle  point,  whe¬ 
ther  a  law  could  be  enabled  by  the 
mere  authority  of  the  legiflative 
body,  without  the  fandlion  of  the 
king,  or  what  we  term  in  England 
the  royal  ajfent  P  The  Latin  word 
veto,  which  had  been  in  ufe  in  Po¬ 
land  on  fimilar  occafions,  was  adopt¬ 
ed  in  the  debates  to  exprefs  the  ne¬ 
gative  of  the  king  ;  and  on  the  fub- 
je6t  of  this  negative  three  opinions 
were  prevalent  in  the  national  aF 
fembly. 

Meff.  Mounier,  Lally  Tolendal,- 
Treillard,  d’Antraigues,  de  Mira- 
beau,  and  de  Liancourt,  fupported 
the  abfolute  veto  of  the  king.  “  Two 
powers,”  they  obferved,  “  exifled 
in  the  body  politic;  the  power  of 
willing  or  decreeing,  and  that  of 
afting.  By  the  firfl  a  faciety  efta* 
blifhed  the  rules  of  its  own  conduct, 
and  by  the  fecond  thefe  rules  were' 
carried  into  execution  and  effedl.- 
Both  of  thefe  powers  are  equally 
iteceiTary  ;  and  if  on  the  one  part 
it  is  effential  to  liberty  that  the  le- 
giflative  fhould  be  fecured  from  the 
executive  power,  fo  it  is  no  lefs 
neceffary  to  fupport  this  I'afl  agairifl 
the  ufurpations  of  the  other  :  this1 
could  only  be  effe&ed  by  invefling 
the  chief  magiflrate  with  an  author 


*  See  the  State  Papers,  yoI.  x.  p.  125. 
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nty  to  examine  the  a&s  of  the  le¬ 
gislative  body,  and  to  refufe  to  en¬ 
dow  them  with  the  facred  chara<£le-r 
of  lawk 

“  If  the  whole  collective  body  of 
the  people  were  capable  of  exprelf- 
ing  their  will  in  direfl  terms,  •  it 
would  be  abfurd  to  fubjedl  laws  fo 
enacted  to  a  royal  function  ;  but  in 
a  repreientative  government)  where 
the  deputies  might  be  chofen  more 
from  circurriftances  of  fortune  and 
fituation  than  from  perfonal  virtue 
and  merit,  and  where  it  is  poflible 
that  the  majority  of  them  might 
unite  in  oppofition  to  the  general 
good,  it  is  neceffary  to  counteract 
Inch  an  ariitocracy  by  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  a  monarch.  Hence  an  al¬ 
liance  between  the  crown  and  the 
people,  again!!  every  fpecies  of  arif- 
tocracv,  is  created  by  their  refpec- 
tive  interefts  and  their  fears.  If, 
lor  inftance,  the  prince  is  poffefTed 
of  no  negative,  what  fhall  hinder 
the  representatives  from  paffing  an 
act  for  perpetuating  their  own  au¬ 
thority,  like  the  famous  long  parlia¬ 
ment  of  England  ?  What  fhall  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  invading  all  the 
functions  of  the  executive  power,  as 
well  as  the  rights  of  the  people  ? 
There  are  only  two  cafes  in  which  a 
monarch  can  be  fuppofed  to  refufe 
his  affent :  lit,  where  he  conceives 
the  law  in  queftion  to  be  oppolite 
to  the  real  iuterefts  of  the  people  ; 
or  2dly,  where,  deceived  by  his  mi- 
tlifters,  he  is  induced  to  refill  a  law 
which  is  injurious  to  their  perfonal 
interefts.  In  the  hr  ft  cafe  the  pre¬ 
rogative  will  be  beneficially  exce¬ 
eded  5  in  the  fecund,  the  law  will 
be  only  iufpended :  for  it  is  impof- 
fible  that  a  limited  monarch  ftiould 
long  refill  the  wifhes  of  the  whole 
nation.  In  faCl,  his  veto,  however 
abfolute,  can  be  no  more  at  any 
time  than  an  appeal  from  the  le- 
g  filature  to  the  people  at  large.” 
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Shell  were  the  arguments  with 
which  the  almoft  irrefillible  elo¬ 
quence  of  Mirabeau,  in  particular* 
defended  the  abfolute  Veto :  they 
were  however  combated  with  not 
lefs  force  and  energy  by  the  oppo- 
fite  party.  “  It  is  effentially  necef¬ 
fary, ”  faid  they,  “  to  preferve  dif- 
tindl  the  two  departments  of  go¬ 
vernment,  the  legillative  and  the 
executive  powers  j  nor  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  proper  and  natural 
functions  of  a  king,  which  makes  it 
necelfary  to  conftitute  him  as  an  ef- 
fential  integrant  branch  of  the  le- 
ffillature;  It  is  difficult  to  draw 
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the  line  between  the  right  of  Hop¬ 
ping  proceedings,  and  the  right  of 
adlion.  The  right  of  Hopping  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  hands  of  the  execu-* 
live  power,  would  be  to  make  it 
fuperior  to  the  majority  of  the  le- 
gillature  ;  it  would  be  a  letfre  de 
cachet  againft  the  fupreme  will  of* 
the  nation. 

“  A  fufpenfive  veto,  or  an  appeal 
to  the  will  of  the  nation,  would  be 
attended  with  worfe  eonfequences 
than  even  the  abfolute  negative :  it 
would  change  the  very  nature  of  the 
government,  and  convert  it  into  a 
pure  democracy,  inllead  of  a  repre¬ 
sentative  government.  What  an  ap¬ 
peal  would  it  be  to  26  millions  of 
people,  of  whom  nine-tenths  are  def- 
titute  of  inftrudtion,  and  incapable 
of  underftanding  the  complex  na¬ 
ture  of  political  queftions?  But  it 
is  pretended  that  the  legillative 
power  may  one  day  encroach  upon 
the  executive  ;  as  if  a  power  defti- 
tute  of  arms,  could  contend  with  a 
power  which  has  continually  arms 
in  its  hands ;  as  if  an  affembly  of 
1200  men,  necelfarily  divided  by 
their  private  interefts,  and  invefted 
with  a  tranlient  authority,  were 
likely  to  invade  fuccefsfully  the  per¬ 
petual  and  hereditary  depofitory  of 
the  whole  public  force.  Confult 
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hiftory,  and  you  will  find  through¬ 
out  every  page  the  legiflature  of 
free  nations  employed,  not  in  nfurp- 
ing  the  executive  power,  but  in  re¬ 
training  it.  Doubtlefs  a  good  king 
will  confult  the  general  wifh  of  the 
nation ;  but  a  violent  and  obftinate 
king  will  expofe,  in  defending  bis 
prerogative,  both  his  crown  and  his 
life.” 

It  was  in  thefe  terms  that  Me  IT.  Ga- 
iut  junior,  de  Landine,  Sales,  Beau- 
met  z,  and  others,  attacked  the  royal 
negative.  A  very  fmall  party  plead¬ 
ed  for  a  fufpeniive  veto ;  but  as 
both  the  great  parties  agreed  in  re¬ 
jecting  it,  every  plan  of  mediation 
appeared  at  firft  improbable.  In  the 
courfe,  however,  of  the  difcuflion, 
new  lights  were  refltfted  upon  the 
fubjeft,  and  inclined  both  parties  at 
length  to  this  fafe  and  middle  path  : 
“  It  was  acknowledged  that  the 
great  fountain  of  the  executive 
power  could,  not,  without  feme  dan¬ 
ger,  be  deprived  of  this  preroga¬ 
tive  ;  nor  could  it  be  unlimitedly  af~ 
figned  to  the  monarch,  without  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  danger  Hill  fupe- 
rior.  The  decifions  of  a  leg: dative 
body  are  certainly  not  infallible,  and 
in  fome  inftances  may  'be  Oppoiite 
even  to  the  will  of  the  nation  in 
general :  in  that  cafe,  therefore, 
there  fhould  exift  fome  counterpoise 
to  their  aft  ion  ;  and  though  it  might 
be  dangerous  and  impolitic  to  make 
the  king  a  cpnftituent  part  @f  the 
legiflature,  yet  the  power  of  fufpehd- 
ing  a  law  is  not  an  aft  of  legifla- 
tion.  An  aftual  appeal  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large  would  be  impiafticable, 
if  not  uneonftitutionah  When  France 
adopted  the  reprefentative  form  of 
government,  it  virtually  abolifhed 
mandatory  inftruftions  from  the  con- 
ftituents ;  fuppofing  then  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  to  be  changed  at  cer¬ 
tain  periods  by  new  eleftions,  no 
great  inconvenience  can  arife  from 
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inverting  the  monarch  with  a  power 
of  fufpendmg,  for  a  certain  number 
of fucceflive  legiflatures,  any  law  that 
may  appear  to  him  contrary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Rate.  Will  not  this 
fufpeniive  veto,  on  the  other  hand, 
place  the  reprefentatives  and  the 
king  in  a  date  of  emulation  ex* 
tremely  conducive  to  the  general 
gopd  ?  Will  not  the  deputies  of  the 
nation  become  more  circumfpeft  ixi 
prefenting  for  the  royal  fanftion, 
laws  which  the  king  may  rejeft  with 
applaufe?  And  will  not  tire  monarch 
be  cautious  of  fufpending  laws, 
which  are  in  themfelves  fo  good  as 
to  fecure  their  enaftion  in  fucceffive 
legiflatures 

The  difeuffion  of  this  important 
queftion  was  not  confined  to  the  af¬ 
fembly.  The  city  of  Paris  in  particu¬ 
lar  was  confiderably  agita.  ed  on  this 
occaiion  :  the  populace  threatened 
again  to  relapie  into  all  their  former 
violence  ;  and  even  a  lift  was  ftiewn, 
in  which  a  number  of  members  be¬ 
longing  to  the  affembly  itfelf  were 
marked  for  deftruftion.  Rennes  and 
V)  inan  alfo  formally  protefted  a- 
gainft  the  veto  in  the  moil  violent 
terms.  In  the  mean  time  a  mc- 
moire  was  fent  from  M.  Neckar  to 
the  affembly  on  this  iuhjeft,  in 
which,  by  a  number  of  very  fenfible 
arguments,  he  enforced  the  adoption 
of  the  fufpenfive  veto,  limiting  its 
.effefts  to  two  legiflatures  :  but  the 
majority,  confiding  of  the  moil  vio¬ 
lent  of  both  parties,  on  the  plea  or 
prohibiting  all  mmifterial  influence, 
would  not  permit  the  memoire  to 
be  read.  It  was,  however,  made 
public  in  a  few  days,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  have  had  confiderable  weight 
with  the  people  at  leaft,  if  not  with 
the  affembly.  It  was  therefore  at 
length  determined,  u  that  the  king 
fhould  have  the  power  of  fufpending 
any  decree  for  two  fucceffive  legifla¬ 
tures  ;  but  that  if  a  third  fhould 
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£erfift  in  enacting  it,  in  that  cafe 
it  fhould  have  the  force  of  a  law 
without  the  royal  fandtion.” 

While  the  affembly  remained  un¬ 
determined  on  the  important  quef- 
tion  of  the  royal  veto  (for  it  was  in 
agitation  from  the  latter  end  of  Au- 
guft  to  the  14th  of  September), 
other  fubjedts  of  government  not 
lefs  interefting  prefented  themfelves 
for  difcuffion.  The  firlt  of  thefe 
regarded  the  permanence  of  a  na¬ 
tional  affembly  ;  in  plain  terms,  whe¬ 
ther  there  fhould  always  exift  an 
affembly  ready  to  be  convoked 
upon  any  occafion,  like  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  England  ;  or  whether  it 
fhould  only  meet  periodically,  and 
be  virtually  diffolved  on  the  elofe  of 
the  feffion.  On  this  topic  there 
was  little  room  for  diffent,  and  it 
was  carried  in  favour  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  affembly  with  only  three  dif- 
fenting  voices*  On  the  next  topic 
©f  difcuffion  there  was  lefs  unani¬ 
mity.  M.  Lally  Tolendal,  in  the 
name  of  the  committee  of  conftitu- 
tion,  propofed  that  the  legiflature 
fhould  confift  of  two  chambers,  a 
lower  and  an  upper  houfe*  In  the 
original  draft  which  the  reporter 
exhibited  as  an  improvement  on  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  the  fenate  or 
upper  houfe  was  to  be  compofed  of 
members  chofen  for  life;  but  M. 
Mounier  thought  that  this  high  dig¬ 
nity  ought  to  be  conferred  only  for 
feven  years* 

This  propofed  organization  Was 
Univerfally  difapproved  by  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  was  evidently  founded  on 
the  imaginary  balance  of  powers  in 
the  Englifh  conftitution .  But  the 
popular  party  confidered  it  as  the 
afylum  of  the  old  ariflocracy,  and 
(to  ufe  the  phrafeology  of  a  writer 
of  this  party)  as  the  cradle  of  a  new 
one  :  nay,  even  the  partifans  of  the 
feudal  fyftem  oppofed  the  creation 
of  a  new  dignity,  which  was  to  be 
1 79 1’ 


raifed  in  fun&icin  and  authority  above 
the  ancient  nobility  of  the  realm. 

On  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjedt 
in  the  affembly,  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  was  treated  with  all  due  re- 
fpedf  ;  but  M.  Rabaud  de  St.  Eti¬ 
enne  obferved,  “  that  the  eftablifh-* 
ment  of  an  upper  houfe  there,  was 
not  originally  with  any  view  of  re- 
draining  the  exceffea  of  popular 
counfels,  but  was  fimply  a  treaty  of 
accommodation  ;  a  capitulation  be¬ 
tween  the  arrogance  of  the  great 
and  the  fpirit  of  liberty  in  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  is,”  faid  he,  “  one  of  the 
feudal  relics,  and  we  have  agreed  to 
deflroy  that  pernicious  fyftem. ” 

“  The  very  nature  of  things,”  it 
was  urged,  “  is  adverfe  to  every  di- 
vilion  of  the  legiflative  authority. 
The  nation  which  is  reprefented  is 
one ,  the  reprefen tative  body  ought 
to  be  one  alfo.  The  <wi/l  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  affembly  is  the 
organ,  is  indivifible,  and  fo  ought  to 
be  the  voice  which  pronounces  it. — * 
Again,  if  the  two  chambers  have 
not  refpedlively  a  v.Jo  upon  the  adts 
of  each  other,  there  is  no  objedt  in 
dividing  them  :  if  each  of  them  pof- 
feffes  this  veto>  in  fome  cafes  they 
will  be  reduced  to  perfedt  inadfion. 
If  the  ienators  are  appointed  for  life, 
they  will  naturally  be  on  the  fide  of 
the  monarch,  who  may  gratify  their 
avarice  by  places  and  pen  lions,  and 
amufe  their  ambition  by  fplendid 
expeditions  and  promifes  :  a  fenate 
for  life  then  would  be  no  more  than 
an  additional  force  added  to  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power.*’ 

The  remainder  of  the  debate  was 
interrupted  and  tumultuous.  The 
bifhop  of  Langres,  who  was  preli- 
dent,  and  a  decided  friend  to  the 
meafure  of  two  chambers,  quitted 
the  chair,  which  was  taken  by  the 
count  de  Clermont  Tonnerre  ;  and 
when  the  fuffrages  were  taken, 
though  more  than  one  thoufand 
D  voted. 
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voted,  only  eighty-nine  were  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  an  upper  houfe. 

In  the  difcuflion  of  the  veto  two 
other  fubjeds  alfo  had  been  involved  ; 
namely,  the  duration  of  the  legiflative 
body ,  and  the  mode  to  be  purfued 
in  re-electing  the  deputies.  On  the 
firft  of  thefe  topics  two  evils  were 
to  be  avoided— an  exiftence  too 
fhort,  which  afforded  no  fcope  for 
experience,  nor  for  the  difplay  of  ta¬ 
lents,  and  which  would  neceffarily 
render  the  operations  of  the  legifla- 
ture  verfatile  and  inconffant ;  and 
a  protraded  duration,  which  might 
open  the  door  to  corruption,  and 
generate  the  efprit  de  corps.  The 
term  of  two  years  was  adopted,  as 
the  medium  between  the  extreme 
points  of  an  annual  affembly  and 
the  dangerous  poffeffion  of  autho¬ 
rity  for  a  more  extended  period. 
The  fame  reafons  induced  the  af¬ 
fembly  to  prefer  the  election  of  new 
members  entirely  to  each  legiflature,  ra¬ 
ther  than  a  partial  re-election  ;  fince 
it  was  evident,  that  whatever  the 
new  members  might  want  in  expe¬ 
rience  they  would  compenfate  in 
diligence  and  zeal ;  fince  it  was  a 
means  of  extending  the  political 
knowledge  and  ability  of  the  fupe- 
rior  claffes  ;  and  fince,  in  fine,  it  ap¬ 
peared  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
utterly  excluding  the  evils  of  fadiom 
and  venality. 

The  affembly  decreed  with  an 
unanimous  voice  of  acclamation — 
That  the  perfon  of  the  king  is  inviola¬ 
ble  ;  that  the  throne  is  indivifible  ; 
that  the  crown  is  hereditary  in  the 
males  of  the  reigning  family  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  order  of  primogeniture, 
to^the  perpetual  exclufion  of  fe¬ 
males. 

The  unanimity  on  thefe  queftions 
was  nearly  deftroyed,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  affembly  interrupted, 
by  the  artful  introdudion  of  a  mod 
‘imprudent  topic.  The  only  hope 


of  the  difaffedfed  party  now  reffed 
on  the  probability  of  involving  the 
nation  in  a  difpute  or  conteft  with 
fome  foreign  power  ;  and  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  was  offered  when  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  regulating  the  fucceffion 
came  under  coniideration.  It  was 
then  propofed,  that  the  affembly 
fhould  decide  whether  the  Spaniffi 
branch  of  the  Bourbon  family^  were 
legally  excluded  by  the  renunciation 
which  Philip  V.-  had  agreed  to  by 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  No  queftion 
could  be  more  impertinent  or  irre¬ 
levant  in  its  object  than  this  ;  and 
the  neceffary  confequence  of  a  de- 
cifion  muff  have  been,  on  the  one 
hand  to  difguft  the  court  of  Spain, 
or  on  the  other  to  give  occaffon  to 
the  calumniators  of  the  new  legisla¬ 
ture  to  affert  that  they  paid  no  re¬ 
gard  to  the  facrednefs  of  treaties. 
From  this  dilemma  they  were  hap¬ 
pily  relieved,  after  three  days  debate* 
by  an  amendment  propofed  by  M, 
Target,  which  difavowed  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  extending  the  fpirit  of  the 
laft  of  the  above  articles  to  the  pre¬ 
judging  of  the  effed  of  renuncia¬ 
tions  by  treaty. 

The  decrees  of  the  4^  °f  Au- 
guft  had,  as  we  have  already  ftated, 
been  fent  to  the  king  ;  and  on  the 
1 2th  of  September  a  decree  was. 
pafldd,  prefling  the  neceffity  of  their 
promulgation,,  On  the  iBth  a  let¬ 
ter  was  received  from  his  majefty,. 
approving  in  general  terms  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  decrees,  but  ftating 
fome  objections  againft  particular 
articles,-  efpecially  the  abolition  of 
thofe  rents  which  had  been  origi¬ 
nally  founded  in  perfonal  fervice, 
but  which  were  to  the  prefent  pro¬ 
prietors  a  fpecies  of  adual  property;, 
and  alfo  remarking,- that  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  would  attend  the  abolition  of 
tithes ;  and  that  there  appeared 
fome  danger  of  offending  the  Ger- 
.  man  princes  who  had  poffeffions  in 

Alface* 


Foreign  history. 


Atface,  which  were  fecured  to 
them  by  treaty.  To  thefe  articles 
therefore  he  propofed  to  give  only 
a  conditional  aflent,  with  a  promife 
of  modifying  or  even  renouncing 
his  opinions,  if  convinced  by  the 
obfervations  of  the  national  af- 
fembly. 

Neither  the  people  nor  the  aflem- 
bly  were  fatisfied  with  this  letter  of 
the  king.  It  was  faid  that  thefe 
decrees  were  fent  to  the  executive 
power,  not  for  his  aflent,  but  for 
the  purpofe  of  promulgation  mere¬ 
ly  ;  that  they  were  principles  rather 
than  laws,  and  that  the  fanCtion  of 
the  executive  power  was  not  necef- 
fary  to  the  confecration  of  princi¬ 
ples  ;  but  that  the  obfervations  of 
his  majefty  would  come  properly  un¬ 
der  confideration  when  thefe  arti¬ 
cles  were  to  be  reduced  into  the 
form  of  laws.  On  the  motion  of 
M.  Chappelier,  therefore,  it  was 
refolved,  “  That  the  prefident  fhould 
wait  on  the  king  to  entreat  him, 
that  he  would  immediately  order 
the  promulgation  of  the  decrees  of 
the  4th  of  Auguft  and  the  following 
days  ;  a  (Turing  his  majefty  that  the 
national  aflembly  would  pay  the 
moft  refpe&ful  attention  to  the  ob¬ 
fervations  which  he  had  been  pleafed 
to  communicate. **  The  king  im¬ 
mediately  acceded  to  the  wifhes  of 
the  legiflature,  and  on  the  20th  of 
September  fanCtioned  the  decrees. 

Amidft  this  general  profpecft  of  a 
happy  eftablifhment  of  rational  li¬ 
berty,  the  derangement  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  Teemed  to  oppofe  an  invinci¬ 
ble  obftacle  to  the  patriotic  labours 
of  the  friends  of  the  people.  The 
propofed  loan  of  eighty  millions  had 
failed  ;  loans  in  general  were  decried  ; 
and  the  current  fpecie  of  the  king¬ 
dom  was  transferred  to  diftant  coun¬ 
tries.  Nothing,  however,  could  , 
difcourage  the  confidence  which  the 
citizens  repofed  in  their  reprefenta* 
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tives :  the  pecuniary  difficulties  which 
embarrafted  the  government  wete 
no  fooner  known,  than  a  number  of 
difinterefted  expedients  were  pro 
jeCted  for  relieving  them.  The  wives 
and  daughters  of  the  opulent  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Paris  appeared  at  the  bar 
of  the  aflembly,  and,  after  the  examA 
pie  of  the  Roman  ladies,  offered  their 
jewels  and  their  ornaments  of  value 
on  the  altar  of  the  public.  The 
whole  kingdom  was  at  once  actuat¬ 
ed  by  a  general  enthufiafm  ;  infancy 
facrificed  its  toys  ;  old  age  its  com¬ 
forts  ;  opulence  prefented  the  tri¬ 
bute  of  its  wealth;  and  poverty  itfelf 
confecrated  to  its  country  a  part  of 
its  fubfiftence.  The  king,  whofe  be* 
nevolence  has  never  been  queftioned, 
however  imprudently  he  may  have 
aCted  in  fome  difficult  circumftances, 
and  under  improper  influence,  vo* 
luntarily  fent  his  rich  fervices  of 
plate  to  the  mint,  though  the  aflem¬ 
bly  entreated  him  in  the  ftrongeft: 
terms  to  revoke  the  refolution. 

The  necefiities  of  the  ftate,  how¬ 
ever,  were  too  confidcrable  to  be 
materially  relieved  by  thefe  patrio¬ 
tic  donations  ;  and  they  were  found 
fcarcely  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  cur¬ 
rent  expences.  M.  Neckar  was  the 
only  perfon  who  did  not  defpair. 
He  had  the  courage  to  reprefen t  to 
the  aflembly  the  calamitous  fituation 
of  the  republic,  and  the  means  of 
alleviating  it.  He  (hewed  that  by 
certain  reductions  in  the  public  ex¬ 
pence,  by  different  projects  of  (eco¬ 
nomy,  by  an  equalization  of  the 
taxes,  the  moft  reafonable  hopes 
might  be  entertained  refpedfing  the 
future  reftoration  of  credit,  and  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  finances ;  and, 
in  order  to  obviate  the  prefent  em- 
barraflfments,  propofed  that  a  contri¬ 
bution  Jhould  be  demanded  from  every 
citizen  equivalent  to  a  quarter  of  his 
nett  income ,  to  be  Collected  in  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  months,  agreeably. 
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to  the  folemn  declaration  of  the  re-  tuents,  feveral  of  the  patriotic 
fpeCfcive  contributors*  The  affembly  bers  propofed,  that  the  king  fhoulii 
were  terrified  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  be  requtfted  to  accept  that  part  of 
ptojeCl ;  but  the  count  de  Mira-  the  confiitution  which  was  already 
beau,  who  polfibly  repented  the  determined,  previous  to  prefenting 
fhare  he  had  taken  in  defeating  the  him  with  the  decree  concerning 
former  projeCt  of  the  miniiler,  now  this  extraordinary  impoft.  M.  Mi- 
exerted  the  full  force  of  his  irre-  rabeau,  happily  combining  the  dif- 
iiilible  talents  in  his  favour.  “  He  ferent  views  upon  this  fubjeCl,  pro- 
proved  that  the  exigencies  of  the  pofed  to  make  the  firft  part  of  M* 
flate  required  an  immediate  fupply  Neckar’s  plan  the  preamble  to  the 
and  that  it  was  impoflible  tofubili-  decree,  in  order  that  the  profpeCfi 
tute  a  new  fchemt  of  finance  in  the  of  relief  might  be  as  confpicuous  as- 
place  of  that  propofed  by  M.  the  demand*-  His  plan  was  there- 
Neckar,  or  even  to  examine  that  fore  adopted,  notwithffanding  the 
which  he  had  fubmitted  to  them  ;  clamours  of  oppofition  j  and  the  de- 
fince  to  go  through  the  very  figures  cree,  along  with  the  declaration  of 
which  the  flatement  contained  would  rights,  was  in  this  ftate  prefented  to 
require  a  period  of  not  lefs  than  the  king- 

three  entire  months*  He  urged  the  The  events  which  follow,  are  by 
necefiity  of  confidence  in  fuch  a  the  candid  of  all  parties  allowed  to 
conjuncture  a  confidence  which  be  enveloped  in  an  almoft  irnpene- 
hc  obferved  the  former  conduct  of  trable  cloud  of  myflery.  The  de« 
the  miniffer  entirely  warranted  \  and  mocratic  writers  affert,  that  a  plot 
which  ought  now  to  be  accorded  was  concerted  of  immenfe  extent 
to  him,  even  though  his  plan  might  for  the  total  ruin  of  the  liberties  of 
not  be  the  belt  that  human,  inge-  France  ;  the  principal  articles  of 
unity  could  devife,  becaufe  there  which  were — That  .the  king  was 
was  no  other  before4  them  which  to  be  tranfported  voluntarily,  or  in* 
they  could  adopt.”  The  affembly  voluntarily,  to  Metz  ;  where  the 
upon  thefe  reafone  accepted  the  plan  royal  ffandard  was  to  be  ereCted 
of  M.  Nectar;  and  on  the  iff  of  where  all  the  ancient  inftruments 
GCtober  he  prefented  it  in  its  perfeCt  of  defpotifm,  the  minifters,  generals,, 
form,  and  with  it  his  own  contri-  and  parliaments,  were  to  be  affem- 
bution,  which  amounted  to  100,000  bled,  and  to  iffue  raanifeftoes 
livres.  againft  the  reprefentatives  of  the 

Though  the  fcheme  however  was  nation — That  a  fubfeription  was  ac~ 
accepted  in  the  general,  the  execu-  tually  opened,  bythofe  who  termed 
tion  of  it  in  detail  appeared  to  be  themfelves  the  king’s  party,  for  the 
attended  with  feme  difficulties  ;  the  -Cxprefs  purpofe  of  carrying  on  a 
principal  of  which  was,  that  all  the  civil  war — That  both  the  capital  and 
cahieri  or  inftruCtions  had  prohibited  Verfailles  were  once  more  to  be  in- 
the  impofing  of  any  taxes  till  the  veiled  with  a  powerful  army — and 
confiitution  ihould  be  eflabliihed.  that  the  national  affembly  was  to  be 
In  this  «afe,  however,  the  neceffities  forcibly  diffolved.  Thefe  affertionS' 
of  the  ilate  rendered  a  ilrict  com-  undoubtedly  receive  fome  counte- 
pliance  with  the  infirti&ions  impof-  nance  from  the  fragment  of  fe 
iible  ;  but  as  a  pledge  to  the  public  letter  from  the  count  d’Eftaing 
that  the  affembly  were  not  in  at-  to  the  queen,  “  in  which  he  men- 
tentivc  to  the  will  of  their  conftfi  iloas  fuch  rumours  having  reached 
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Ms  cars,  and  in  which  he  earneftly 
difTuades  her  from  becoming  a  party- 
in  fo  rafli  a  meafure.,,  The  court 
party,  on  the  other  hand,  throw  the 
blame  upon  their  adverfaries,  and 
affirm  that  the  whole  was  a  precon¬ 
certed  plan  of  the  popular  leaders 
t-o  forfce  the  king  and  the  affembly 
to  refide  within  the  walls  of  Paris. 

All  however  that  is  known  with 
certainty  refpeding  the  circumflan- 
ces  which  conduced  to  the  commo¬ 
tion  at  Versailles  is,  that  the  minds 
of  the  two  great  parties  which  had 
already  begun  to  aflame  the  fadious 
epithets  of  democratic  and  arijlocratic , 
were  at  this  period  inflamed  to  a 
mofl  extravagant  pitch  of  refent- 
ment,  and  difpo'fed  to  fufped  each 
other  of  the  mofl  atrocious  defigns ; 
that  the  declaration  of  rights  and 
the  firfl  articles  of  the  conftitution 
had  remained  for  fome  days  in  the 
kand  of  the  king,  who  had  delayed 
to  give  them  the  expeded  fandion  •; 
that  the  clamours  of  the  ariflocratic 
party  were  louder  than  ever  ;  that 
every  mode  was  effayed  to  work 
upon  the  companion  and  the  loyalty 
of  the  nation  ;  that  the  king  was  re- 
prefented  as  dethroned,  and  reduced 
to  the  mofl  abjed  Hate  of  flavery  ; 
and  that  fome  of  the  dependants  of 
the  court,  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
zeal,  were  heard  to  boafl  “  that  a 
few  days  would  reflore  affairs  to 
their  ancient  footing,  and  that  the 
king  and  his  miniflers  would  refume 
their  power.”  It  is  well  known  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  old  French 
guards,  who  compofed,  as  we  have 
already  feen,  the  centre  company  in 
each  battalion  of  the  city  militia, 
and  who  had  been  accuftomed  to 
the  honour  of  guarding  the  king’s 
perfon,  faw  with  a  mofl  jealous  eye 
that  important  trufl  committed  to 
the  body  guard  and  the  militia  of 
Verfailles.  It  is  not  improbable 


too,  that  the  more  ardent  of  the  pa¬ 
triotic  party  might  entertain  fufpi- 
cions,  that  the  fovereign  might  one 
day  effect  an  efcape  from  the  un¬ 
guarded  palace  of  Verfailles  to  put 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  their  ene¬ 
mies,  and  might  fecretly  wifh  to  fee 
him  lodged  in  the  centre  of  a  city 
devoted  to  their  interefls,  and  from 
which  there  was  but  little  proba¬ 
bility  of  retreat. 

An  incident  which  occurred  at 
Verfailles  {which  flamps  the  con- 
dud;  of  the  court  with  at  leafl  the 
ftigma  of  imprudence,  and  which 
evinced  that  they  were  not  without 
hopes  that,  as  the  revolution  was 
chiefly  effeded  by  the  change  which 
was  produced  in  the  minds  of  the 
foldiery,  a  fimilar  change  might  ope¬ 
rate  in  their  favour)  contributed  to 
blow  the  glowing  embers  into  an 
©pen  flame.  The  count  d’Eflaing, 
who  commanded  the  national  guard 
of  Verfailles,  either  influenced  by  the 
court,  or  jealous  of  the  inclination 
which  the  French  guards  had  ma- 
n  if  e  fled  to  partake  in  the  honour  of 
guarding  their  monarch,  requefted 
an  additional  regiment  to  affril  him 

O 

in  preferving  tranquillity  and  order 
at  the  palace;  and  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  dragoons  was  accordingly 
ordered  for  this  fcrvice.  On  the 
i  ft  of  Odober  an  entertainment 
(the  firfl  that  was  ever  given  in  pub¬ 
lic  at  Verfailles  by  that  body)  was 
given  by  the  gardes-du-corps,  or 
king’s  body  guard,  to  the  officers  of 
the  regiment  of  Flanders  ;  and  to 
augment  the  unpopularity  of  the 
circutn fiance,  it  was  given  in  the 
royal  faloon.  Several  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  national  guard,  with 
others  of  the  military,  were  invited. 
At  the  fecond  courfe,  four  toafls 
were  given  :  “  The  king,  the  queen, 
the  dauphin,  and  the  royal  family.” 
u  The  nation”  was  propofed,  but, 
r>3  according 
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according  to  a  number  of  witneffes, 
exprefsly  rejected  foy  the  gardes -du~ 
corps. 

The  king  was  juft  returned  from 
hunting;  and  the  queen,  having  been 
informed  of  the  gaiety  of  the  fcene, 
perfuaded  his  majefty  to  accompany 
her  with  the  heir  apparent  to  the 
faloon,  which  was  now  filled  with 
foldiers — the  grenadiers  of  Flanders 
and  the  Swifs  chaffeurs  haying  been 
admitted  to  the  deflert.  The  queen 
appeared  with  the  dauphin  in  her 
arms,  affectionate  as  fhe  was  lovely, 
and  carried  the  royal  infant  through 
the  faloon,  amidlt  the  acclamations 
and  murmurs  of  the  fpeCtators.  Fiyed 
with  enthufiafm  the  foldiers  drank 
the  health  of  the  king,  the  queen, 
and  the  dauphin,  with  their  fwords 
drawn  ;  and  the  royal  guefts  bowed 
ljefpeCtfully  and  retired. 

.  The  entertainment,  which  had 
hitherto  been  conducted  with  fome 
degree  of  order,  now  became  a  fcene 
of  entire  confufion.  Nothing  was 
omitted  to  inflame  the  paffions  of 
the  military.  The  mufic  played  the 
favourite  air— “  O  Richard,  O  my 
king,  the  world  abandons  thee  j” 
the  ladies  of  the  court  diftributed 
white  cockades ,  the  anti-patriot  en- 
fign. ;  and,  even  fome  of  the  national 
guard,  it  is  laid,  had  the  weaknefs 
to  accept  them.  In  the  height  of  this 
political  banquet,  it  is  affirmed,  and 
there  is  indeed*  little  caufe  to  doubt 
it,  that  many  expreffions  of  marked 
difrefpeCl  towards  the  affembly  and 
the  nation  e leaped  from  the  officers 
of  the  gardes-du-corps,  and  others 
of  the  military  :  this  however  might 
eafily  have  happened  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  without  the  leaft  of  pre- 
meditation  or  evil  defign. 

During  thefe  trail  factions  the  city 
of  Paris  was  afflicted  with  all  the 
evils  of  famine.  Either  no  bread 
was  to  be  obtained,  or  bread  of  fo 
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bad  a  quality,  that  the. populace* 
always  miftruftful  and  fufpicious, 
were  not  without  their  alarms  of  a 
criminal  defign  upon  the  lives,  or  at 
leaft  the  health,  of  the  inhabitants. 
Such  was  the  ft  ate  of  thing’s  when 

O 

the  news  arrived  of  the  fatal  banquet 
at  Verfailles.  The  circumftances 
which  we  have  related  were  ftrange- 
ly  magnified;  and  all  the  fufpicions 
which  were  entertained  refpeCting 
the  defign  of  diffolving  the  affembly, 
and  carrying  off  the  fovereign,  were 
added  in  exaggeration.  *At  the 
fame  time  the  mutual  refentment  of 
the  contending  parties  hourly  aug¬ 
mented  ;  and  the  imprudent  conduCt 
of  the  minority  expofed  them  to 
every  infult.  White  and  black 
cockades  were  worn  as  fig-nals  of 
defiance.  They  were  torn  out  of 
the  hats  of  the  wearers  by  the  mob ; 
but  fuch  was  the  enthufiafm  of  one 
of  thefe  votaries  of  party,  that  he  is 
faid  to  have  picked  lip  from  the 
ground  this  relic  of  loyalty,  to  have 
kiffed  it  refpeCtfully,  and  attempted 
to  replace  it  in  his  hat.  Every  mea- 
fure  that  could  be  taken  by  the 
three  hundred  directors  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  the  infurreCtion  was  taken — in 
vain  !  Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  memorable  5th  of  OCtober,  a 
woman  fallied  out  from  the  quarter 
of  St.  Euftacia,  and  entering  the 
corps-de-garde,  and  feizing  a  drum, 
paraded  the  adjacent  ftreets  beating 
an  alarm,  and  exciting  the  people  by 
clamours  refpedting  the  fcarcity  of 
bread.  She  was  foon  joined  by 
a  very  numerous  mob,  chiefly  of 
women*  and  repaired  immediately 
to  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  A  few  of 
the  committee  of  the  commune  were 
affembled  ;  and  M.  Gouvion,  at  the 
head  of  the  national  guard,  endea¬ 
voured  to  prevent  their  entrance  ; 
but  the  foldiers,  fwayed  either  by 

gallantry 
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gallantry  or  humanity,  gave  way? 
and  permitted  them  to  pals.  Some, 
who  by  their  air  and  manner  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  fuperior  clafs,  entered 
with  good  humour  into  converfation 
with  the  committee,  and  pleaded 
eloquently  the  caufe  of  their  com¬ 
panions,  who  under  various  circum- 
ilances  of  mifery  came  to  afk  for 
relief.  But  the  greater  number, 
both  by  their  appearance  and  their 
coridud,  fhewed  that  they  were  col¬ 
lected  from  the  loweft  rank  of  indi¬ 
gence  and  depravity.  With  horrid 
imprecations  they  demanded  bread 
and  arms  ;  they  exclaimed  with  vio¬ 
lence  again  ft  the  pufillanimityof  the 
men,  and  threatened  the  lives  of  the 
whole  committee,  and  particularly 
of  M.  Badly  and  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette.  Others  penetrated  the  ma¬ 
gazine  of  arms ;  and  a  third  troop  af- 
cended  the  belfry,  where  they  at-, 
tempted  to  ftrangle  the  abbe  Le- 
fevre.  In  one  of  the  halls  two  furies 
endeavoured  to  fet  fire  to  the  public 
papers,  but  were  happily  prevented 
by  Staniflaus  Maillard,  who  had  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf  fo  famous  at  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  the  Baftille. 

This  young  patriot,  finding  all 
endeavours  to  refill  the  fury  of  the 
mob  in  vain,  employeda  new  ftrata- 
gem  to  preferve  his  country.  He 
applied  to  the  commanding  officer 
for  his  authority  ;  ,  and  having  ob¬ 
tained  it,  he  proceeded  down  the 
flairs  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  which 
were  filled  with  women,  and,  feizing 
a  drum,  which  lay  at  the  door,  he 
offered  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  infurgents,  the  univerfal  cla¬ 
mour  of  whom  was  to  proceed  to 
Verfailles.  By  a  unanimous  fhout  of 
applaufe  Maillard  was  chofen  cap¬ 
tain  of  this  turbulent  troop  ;  and  by 
his  authority  the  affembly  was  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  Champs  Elifees. 
When  arrived  at  this  general  ren¬ 
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dezvous  their  numbers  amounted  to 
upwards  of  eight  thoufand ;  and 
their  firft  meafure  was  to  unround 
their  chief,  and  to,  infill  upon,  his 
leading  them  to  the  arfenal  to  dquip 
themfelves  completely  with  arms. 
Fortunately  he  had  authority  enough 
to  make  himfelf  heard,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  them  that  the  arms  had  been 
removed  from  the  arfenal ;  and  he 
had  even  •  fufficient  addrefs  to  en¬ 
gage  them  to  lay  aficle  the  ;w,ea,- 
pons  with  which  they  had  provided 
themfelves,  by  representing  to  them* 
that  fince  their  objed  yvas  to  fuppli-r 
cate  the  affembly.  for  juftice  and  for 
bread,  they  would  operate  mor^ 
forcibly  on.. the  companion  of  that 
body,  by  appearing  as  diftreffed;  pe.V 
titioners,  than  with  arms  in.(tjb.eir 
hands.  They  (departed  for.  Ver¬ 
failles  about  upon,  preceded  by  a 
company  of  ayrnedrmen,  and  guarded 
in  the  rpar  by  the  volunteers  of  thq 
Baftille,-  whom  Maillard  hcui,,pre-< 
pared  for  that  purpofe. 

..Unfortunately  the  fanaticifm  of 
the,, moment  was  communicated  tq 
the  grenadiers.'  They  not  only  de-* 
dared,  “  that  they  could  not  turn, 
their  bayonets  againft  the  poor  wo¬ 
men. who  came  to  afk  for  bread,  but 
intimated  an  inclination  themfelves  to 
proceed  to  Verfailles.”  Theirfpokef- 
man  declaimed  loudly  againft  the 
committee  of  fubjiftence,  againft 
thegardes-du-corps- — and  concluded, 
“  that  the  people  were  miferable, 
and  the  fource  of  the  evil  was  at 
Verfailles;  that  they  muft  go  and 
find  out  the^ng,  and  bring  him  to 
Paris.”  While  ^the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  reafoned,  infilled,  threat; 
ened,  the  tumult  increafed  from  all 
quarters  ;  an  iryimenfe  crowd  armed 
with  flicks,  pikes,  guns,  &c.  rufhed 
from  the  fuburbs  ;  and  though  the 
national  guard  appeared  not  in  the 
moft  tradable  difpofition,  the  mayor 
D  4  and 
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and  municipality  probably  conceived 
it  the  only  means  of  preventing  mif- 
chief  at  Verfailles,  to  permit  their 
departure  with  their  commander  at 
their  head.  The  marquis  therefore 
received  an  order  to  depart  for  V er* 
failles,  and  it  was  moil  cheerfully 
obeyed  by  the  national  guard. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 
totally  unconfcious  of  what  was  pair¬ 
ing  in  Paris,  were  alfembled  on  the 
Jtjth,  in  expectation  of  receiving  back 
the  conftitutional  articles  fandftioned 
by  the  king.  M.  Mounier  was  then 
prefident.  The  fitting  opened  with 
reading  a  letter  from  the  king,  in 
which  he  pleaded  “  the  difficulty  of 
judging  partially  of  the  conflitution  ; 
adding,  however,  that  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  that  the  new  articles  were 
calculated  to  eftablifh  the  happinefs 
and  profperity  oi  the  kingdom,  he 
accepted  them;  but  with  one  pofitive 
condition,  that  from  the  fpirit  of 
the  whole  fyftem  the  executive  pow¬ 
er  fhould  have  its  entire  effeft  in  the 
bands  of  the  monarch.  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  obferving,  that  though 
thefe  conftitutional  articles  did  not 
all  indiferiminately  prefent  him 
with  the  idea  of  perfection,  yet  he 
thought  it  proper  to  pay  this  re* 
ipeCt  to  the  wifh  of  the  affembly, 
and  to  the  alarming  circumjidnces 
which  fo  ftrongly  prefted  him  to  de¬ 
fire  the  re-eilablilhment  of  peace, 
order,  and  confidence.” 

This  letter  by  no  means  proved 
acceptable  to  the  affembly  ;  the  pa¬ 
triotic  members  marked  in  ftrong 
terms  their  difapprobation  of  this 
provisional  affent,  which  only  feem- 
ed  to  be  given  in  confequence  of  the 
alarming  circumftances  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  In  the  courts  of  the  debate 
mapy  allunons  were  made  to  the 
indecent  feftival  of  the  military 
which  difgraced  Verfailles  on  the 
preceding  week.  The  infults  offered 


to  the  nation  and  the  national  cock¬ 
ade  were  pointedly  mentioned,  as 
well  as  the  menaces  of  the  foldiery. 
A  motion  was  at  length  made,  that 
the  guilty  perfftns  on  that  occafion 
fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  rigour 
of  the  law,  and  that  the  accufations 
which  had  been  now  iniinuated 
fhould  be  formed  into  a  criminal 
procefs.  At  thefe  words  the  count 
de  Mirabeau  rofe.  “  I  begin,”  faid 
he,  “  by  declaring  that  I  confider 
the  motion  as  fupremely  impolitic  ; 
neverthelefs,  if  it  is  perfifted  in,  I  am 
ready  to  produce  the  details,  and  to 
fign  them  with  my  own  hand.  But 
this  affembly  muft  firft  declare  that 
the  perfon  of  the  king  alone  is  facred, 
and  that  aU  other  individuals,  what¬ 
ever  their  flation,  are  equally  fub- 
jefts,  and  refponfible  to  the  laws.” 
The  prudence  of  the  prefident  and 
the/  affembly  prevailed  over  the  raffi- 
nefs  of  both  parties.  The  motion 
was  withdrawn ;  and  it  was  decreed, 
that  the  prefident  fhould  wait  on 
the  king  to  requefl  a  fimple  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  conftitutional  articles. 

The  affembly  was  frequently  a- 
larmed,  during  the  cotirfe  of  this 
difeuffion,  by  repeated  intelligence 
that  all  Paris  was  advancing  to  Ver¬ 
failles.  Maillard  conducted  his  tu¬ 
multuous  troop  with  uncommon  ad* 
drefs.  When  he  came  within  fight  of 
Verfailles  he  arranged  them  in  three 
ranks ;  and  advertifed  them,  that 
as  they  were  entering  a  place  where 
they  weie  not  expedited,  they  muft 
be  careful,  by  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
their  appearance  and  the  regularity 
of  their  condudit,  to  excite  no  alarms 
in  the  inhabitants.  When  arrived 
at  the  gate  of  the  national  affembly, 
Maillard  undertook  to  fpeak  for 
them,  that  he  might  prevent  their 
fpeaking  for  themfelves.  He  en¬ 
tered  attended  by  fifteen  of  the  wo¬ 
men,  and  perfuaded  the  reft  to  wait 
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for  Ills  return  at  the  gate.  His  ad- 
drefs  had  two  obi  efts :  “  to  entreat 
that  the  aflembly  would  devife  fome 
method  of  relieving  the  dreadful 
fcarcity  of  bread  which  prevailed  at 
Paris,  and  which  he  faid  had  been 
occafioned  by  the  interception  of 
convoys,  and  by  the  monopolifts  ; 
and  to  folicit  that  the  gardes-du- 
corps  might  be  ordered  to  affume 
the  national  cockade.”  He  had 
fcarcelv  finilhed,  when  a  national 
cockade  wras  prefented  to  him  on 
the  part  of  the  gardes-du-corps, 
as  a  proof  that  they  had  already 
adopted  it.  Maillard  fhewed  it  to 
the  women,  who  immediately  an- 
fwered  by  loud  acclamations  of  Five 
is  rot,  iy  M.  M.  les gardes-du-corps  ! 
A  deputation  was  immediately  ap¬ 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  king  with 
this  intelligence. 

The  king  had  gone  that  morning 
to  take  the  diverlion  of  (hooting  in 
the  woods  of  Meudon  ;  and  in  the 
midft  of  his  fport  intelligence  was 
brought,  “  that  a  moll  formidable 
band  of  women  were  on  the  way 
from  Paris,  exclaiming  for  bread.” 

Alas  1”  anfwered  the  king,  “  if  I 
had  it,  I  fhould  not  wait  to  be 
alked.”  On  his  return,  as  foon  as 
he  mounted  his  horfe,  a  chevalier  of 
St.  Louis  fell  upon  his  knees  and 
befeeched  his  majelly  not  to  be 
afraid. — fi  I  never  was  afraid  in  my 
life,”  returned  the  king. 

On  his  arrival  at  Verfailles  he 
found  the  gardes-du-corps  and  the 
national  guard  under  arms,  and  the 
palace  furrounded  with  a  mob. 
With  the  deputation  from  the  af- 
fembly  live  of  the  women  were  in¬ 
troduced  to  his  majelly,  who  on 
hearing  of  the  diftreifes  of  the  me¬ 
tropolis  was  extremely  moved,  and 
the  women  fympathized  in  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  monarch.  Louifa  Cha- 
bvy,  a  young  woman  who  was  em- 
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ployed  in  fome  of  the  branches  of 
fculpture,  and  was  only  feventeen 
years  of  age,  fainted.  When  Ihc 
recovered  Ihe  defired  leave  to  kifs 
the  king’s  hand,  who  embraced  her, 
and  difmilfed  her  with  an  elegant 
compliment.  The  women  without 
doors  could  fcarcely  believe  the  re¬ 
port  of  thofe  who  had  been  admit¬ 
ted.  In  the  mean  time  the  king 
figned  an  order  for  bringing  com 
from  Senlis  and  de  Lagni,  and  for 
removing  every  obllacle  which  im¬ 
peded  the  fupply  of  Paris.  This 
order  was  reported  to  the  women, 
and  they  retired  with  acclamations 
of  gratitude  and  joy. 

This  band  of  Amazons  was  no 
fooner  difperfed  than  it  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  another,  headed  by  M* 
B runout,  a  foldier  of  the  Parifian 
guard,  whom  they  had  compelled  to 
alTume  the  unpleafant  office  of  their 
leader.  It  is  uncertain  upon  what 
provocation  M.  Savonieres,  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  gardes-du-corps,  and 
two  other  officers,  imprudently  Tin¬ 
gled  out  Brunout  from  his  company, 
and  chafed  him  along  the  ranks 
with  their  drawn  fabres.  The  un¬ 
happy  man  was  upon  the  point  of  be¬ 
ing  cut  to  pieces  with  their  labres, 
when  one  of  the  national  guard  of 
Verfailles  fired  upon  M.  Savonieres, 
and  broke  his  arm,  and  by  that 
means  faved  the  life  of  Brunout : 
and  this  incident  is  faid  to  have 
greatly  increafed  that  unfortunate 
hatred  which  the  people  afterwards 
manifelled  by  atrocious  afts  of  cru¬ 
elty  to  the  gardes-du-corps. 

Whether  there  was  indeed  a  con¬ 
certed  plan  to  carry  off  the  king  to 
Metz,  or  whether  the  court  was 
really  terrified  by  the  accident  which 
we  have  juft  recounted,  it  i-s  impoi- 
iible  to  determine  ;  but  the  king's 
carriages  were  ordered  to  the  gate 
of  the  caille  which  communicates 
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with  the  orangery.  The  national 
guard  of  Verfailles,  however,  who 
occupied  the  poll,  refufed  to  permit 
them  to  pafs  ;  and  the  king  himfclf 
was  refolute  in  his  determination  to 
flay — declaring,  “  that  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  perifh,  than  that  the  blood  of 
the  people  fhould  be  fpilled  in  his 
quarrel.” 

The  affembly  continued  fitting ; 
but  the  fefiion  was  tumultuous,  and 
interrupted  by  the  fliouts  and  ha¬ 
rangues  of  the  Parifian  fifh-womcii, 
who  filled  the  galleries.  A  letter 
however  from  the  king  was  read, 
deploring-  th-e  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
and  recommending  that  effectual 
means  might  be  taken  to  remedy 
that  calamity  ;  and  in  a  little  time 
After  M.  Mourner  entered  with  the 
pure  and  hmple  affent  of  the  king’ 
to  the  eonftitutional  articles-.  The 
affembly  was  then  adjourned;  but 
the  applaufe  which  was  bellowed 
on  it  ^proceedings  was  mingled  with 
affecting  murmurs  and  complaints, 
the  multitude  crying  out  that  they 
•were  actually  ftarving,  and  that  the 
majority  of  them  had  eaten  nothing 
for  upwards  of  twenty-four  hours. 
The  prehdent  therefore  humanely 
ordered  that  provifions  fhould  be 
fought  for  in  every  part  of  the  town, 
and  the  hall  of  the  affembly  was  the 
feene  of  a  miferable,  fcanty,  and  tu¬ 
multuous  banquet.  Indeed,  fuch 
was  the  dreadful  famine,  that  the 
horfe  of  one  of  the  gardes-du-corps 
being  killed  in  a  tumult,  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  roafled,  and  greedily  de¬ 
voured,  by  the  mob.  Previous  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  affembly, 
Maillard  and  a  number  of  the  wo¬ 
men  fet  off  in  carriages,  provided  by 
the  king,  for  Paris,  carrying  with 
them  the  king’s  letter,  and  the  re- 
folves  of  the  national  affembly,  in 
the  hope  of  reftoiing  peace  to  the 
metropolis. 


Darknefs  and  a  deluge  of  ram 
added  to  the  horrors  of  the  night. 
The  wretched  multitudes  who  had 
travelled  from  Paris  were  expofed, 
almofl  famifhed,  to  the  inclemencies 
of  the  weather  in  the  open  ftreets  : 
within  the  caftle  all  was  trepidation; 
nothing  was  to  be  heard  from  with¬ 
out  but  imprecations,  and  the  voice 
of  enraged  multitudes  demanding 
the  life  of  the  queen  and  the  gardes- 
du-corps.  Towards  midnight,  how¬ 
ever,  ail  appeared  tolerably  flilhand 
peaceable,  when  the  beating  of  the 
drums,  and  the  light  of  innumerable 
torches,  announced  the  approach  of 
the  Parifian  army.  The  marquis  de 
la  Fayette  on  his  arrival  repaired  to 
the  clofet.  and  informed  the  king  of 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  day  ; 
a  part  of  the  national  giiards  were 
diftributed  in  polls  agreeably  to  the 
orders  of  his  majefly;  the  reft  were 
entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Verfailles,  or  retired  to  lodge  in  the 
churches  and  public  edifices,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night ;  and  tran¬ 
quillity  appeared  once  more  perfed- 
ly  reftored.  . 

The  troops  of  vagabonds -who  had 
accompanied  Maillard,  or  who  had 
followed  the  Parifian  militia,  were 
chiefly  difpofed  of  in  the  hall  of  the 
affembly,  and  in  the  great  corps-de¬ 
garde  ;  and  at  about  five  in  the 
morning  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
after  having  vifited  all  the  polls,  and 
found/ every  thing  perfectly  quiet, 
retired  to  his  chamber  to  write  to 
the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  the  hope  of  fnatching  a  few 
hours  repofe. 

The  day  began  to  break  at  about 
half  pall  live  ;  and  at  this  period 
crowds  of  women  and  other  defpe- 
rate  perfons,  breathing  vengeance 
and  thirfling  for  blood,  advanced  to 
the  caftle,  which,  in  the  fatal  fecu- 
*  rity  which  the  arrival  of  the  Pari- 
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Han  militia  infpired,  was  left  un¬ 
guarded  in  feveral  places.  S«me  of 
the  iron  gates  were  {hut,  and  fome 
left  open.  An  immenfe  crowd  found 
its  way  into  the  cour  des  mintftres ,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  royal 
gate,  which  was  fhut,  and  a  number 
of  the  invaders  attempted  to  fcale 
it.  Another  troop  of  ruffians  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  chapel  court,  and  ano¬ 
ther  to  that  of  the  princes,  and  by 
both  thefe  avenues  penetrated  into 
the  royal  court.  Some  hafty  difpo- 
fitions  of  defence  were  made  by  a 
M.  Agueffeau  ;  thegardes-du-corps 
were  foon  under  arms,  and  one  man 
was  wounded  by  them  in  the  arm, 
and  another  {hot  dead.  The  crowd 
immediately  mounted  thegrand  ftair- 
cafe,  where  one  of  the  gardes-du- 
corps,  M.  Miomandre,  endeavoured 
to  diffiiade  them  from  their  at¬ 
tempt  ;  but  he  narrowly  efcaped 
with  his  life.  M.  Tardivet  du  Re- 
paire  halted  to  the  queen’s  apart¬ 
ment,  in  order  to  prevent  the  en¬ 
trance' of  the  banditti  ;  but  he  was 
aftailed  by  thoufands,  and  ftretched 
upon  the  ground.  A  villain  with  a 
pike  attempted  to  pierce  him  to  the 
heart ;  but  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  wreft  the  weapon  from  his  hand, 
with  which  he  parried  the  attacks 
of  his  enemies,  and  at  length  effect¬ 
ed  his  efcape.  M.  Miomandre  in 
the  mean  time  made  his  way  to  the 
queen’s  apartment.  He  opened  the 
door,  and  cried  out  to  a  lady  whom 
he  faw  in  the  inner  chamber — “  Save 
the  queen,  madam,  her  life  is  in 
danger — I  am  here  alone  againft 
two  thoufand  tigers.”  He  {hut 
the  door ;  and  after  a  few  minutes 
refiftance  was  defperately  wounded 
with  a  pike,  and  left  for  dead— 
though  he  has  fince  recovered. 

The  queen  had  been  awaked 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  by  the 
clamours  of  the  women  who  alfem- 


bled  upon  the  terrace ;  but  her 
waiting-woman  had  fatisfied  her  by 
faying,  “  that  they  were  only  the 
women  of  Paris,  who  {he  fuppofed, 
not  being  able  to  find  a  lodging, 
were  walking  about.”  But  the  tu¬ 
mult  approaching,  and  becoming  ap¬ 
parently  more  ferious,  ffie  rofe,  dref- 
fed  lierfelf  in  hafte,  and  ran  to  the 
king’s  apartment  by  a  private  paf- 
fage.  In  her  way  file  heard  the 
noife  of  a  piftol  and  a  mufiret, 
which  redoubled  her  terror.  (t  My 
friends,”  faid  fhe  to  every  perfon  file 
met,  “  five  me  and  my  children.” 
In  the  king’s  chamber  file  found  the 
dauphin,  who  had  been  brought 
there  by  one  of  her  women  ;  but 
the  king  was  gone.  Awaked  by 
the  tumult,  he  had  feen  from  a  win¬ 
dow  the  multitude  preffing  towards 
the  great  ft  air- cafe  ;  and  alarmed 
for  the  queen,  he  halted  to  her 
apartment,  and  entered  at  one  door 
in  the  moment  fine  had  quitted  it 
by  the  other.  Pie  returned  without 
lofs  of  time  ;  and  having  with  the 
queen  brought  the  princefs  royal 
into  the  chamber,  they  prepared  to 
face  the  multitude. 

In  the  mean  time  the  noife  and 
tumult  increafed,  and  appeared  at 
the  very  door  of  the  chamber.  No¬ 
thing  was  to  be  heard  but  the  moll 
dreadful  exclamations,  with  violent 
and  repeated  blows  againft  the  outer 
door,  a  pannelof  which  was  broken. 
Nothing  but  inftant  death  was  ex- 
pe£led  by  the  royal  company.  Sud¬ 
denly,  however,  the  tumult  feemed 
to  ceafe — every  thing  was  quiet  ; 
and  a  moment  after  a  gentle  rap  was 
heard  at  the  door.  The.  door  was 
opened,  and  in  an  inftant  the  apart¬ 
ments  were  filled  with  the  Parifian 
guard.  The  officer  who  conducted 
them,  ordered  them  to  ground  their 
arms.  “  We  come,”  laid  he,  “  to 
fave  the  king;”  and  turning  to  fuch 
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of  the  gardes-du-corps  as  were  m 
the  apartments,  “We  will  fave  you 
alfo,  gentlemen  ;  let  us  from  this 
moment  be  united.” 

Unfortunately  the  national  guard 
arrived  too  late  to  prevent  all  the 
mifehief.  Two  of  the  gardes-du- 
eorps  were  murdered  by  the  mob 
before  the  troops  could  be  rallied, 
and  their  heads  fixed  on  fpikes 
ferved  as  the  ftandards  of  this  de- 
teflable  banditti*  From  the  firlt  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  alarm  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  had  even  exceeded  his  ufual 
a&ivity.  He  appeared  in  every 
quarter: — “  Gentlemen/’  faid  he 
fca  the  Parilian  foldiers,  “  I  have 
pledged  my  word  and  honour  to  the 
king  that  nothing  belonging  to  him 
fhall  receive  injury.  If  I  break  my 
word,  I  fhall  be  no  longer  worthy 
%o  be  your  commander.”  Captain 
Gondran,  the  officer  tvho  had  driven 
the  ruffians  from  the  king’s  apart¬ 
ment,  was  not  lefs  confpicuous  for 
bis.  activity.  The  Parilians  forced 
their  way  in  every  part  through 
the  almolt  impenetrable  mafs — fur- 
rounded  the  gardes-du-corps,  and 
placed  them  in  fafety  under  their 
own  colours. 

Plunder  is  however  commonly 
one  great  object  of  a  mob.  The 
banditti  had  already  begun  to  ftrip 
the  palace,  and  t<5  throw  the  furni¬ 
ture  to  each  other  out  of  the  win¬ 
dows.  M.  Gondran  purfued  them 
from  plaee  to  place,  till  the  eadle 
was  at  length  completely  cleared. 
Expelled  from  the  palace,  they  re¬ 
paired  to  -the  ftables  ;  hut  here  a 
fudden  Hop  was  put  to  their  depre¬ 
dations  by  M.  Doazon,  a  farmer- 
general,  and  captain  of  the  Paris 
militia.  The  horfes  were  all  recr. 
vered,  and  brought  back  in  fafety  to 
their  halls.  Disappointed  at  length 
In  every  view,  they  departed  in  a 
body  to  Paris ;  and  left  Versailles 


entirely  free,  and  under  -the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  national  guard.  The 
moll  generous  expremons  of  kind- 
nefs  and  gratitude  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  gardes-du-corps  and  the 
national  guard.  The  former  confi- 
dered  the  others  as  their  deliverers  ; 
while  the  latter  evinced  every  incli¬ 
nation  that  they  ffiould  in  future 
form  one  united  corps. 

The  royal  family  now  ventured  to 
flievv  themfelves  at  a  balcony,  and 
received  the  moft  lively  acclama¬ 
tions  of  refped  from  the  foldiers 
and  the  people.  But  whether  it 
had  been  planned  by  the  popular 
party,  or  whether  it  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  impulfe  of  the  multitude — 
but  the  former  is  moll  probable — 
at  the  firft  a  fingle  voice,  or  a  few 

voices,  exclaimed - “  The  king  to 

Paris;”  and  this  was  inftantly follow¬ 
ed  by  an  univerfal  acclamation  en- 
forcingthe  fame  demand.  Afterfome 
confutation  with  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  fche  king  addrelfed  them  : 
“  You  wifh  me  to  go  to  Paris — I 
will  go,  on  the  condition  that  I  am 
to  be  accompanied  by  my  wife  and 
children.”  He  was  anfwered  by  re¬ 
iterated  acclamations  of  Five  h  rot  / 
Before  the  departure  of  the  king, 
the  national  aflembly  was  con¬ 
vened  ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  M. 
Mirabeau,  palled  a  folemn  decree, 
“  that  the  aflembly  was  inseparable 
from  the  perfon  of  the  king.”  A 
deputation  of  one  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  was  alfo  appointed  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  king  to  Paris.  During 
the  preparations  for  the  journey,  the 
gardes-du-corps  changed  hats  and 
fvvords  with  the  grenadiers  and  na¬ 
tional  guards,  and  both  they  and 
the  regiment  of  Flanders  delired 
leave  to  mix  indiferiminately  in  the 
ranks*  It  was  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  before  the  procefiion  fet 
out  During  the  progrefs  all  was 

gaiety 
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gafety  and  joy  among  the  foldiers 
and  the  fpefrators  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
refpe&  in  which  the  French  na¬ 
tion  {till  held  the  name  and  perfon 
of  their  king,  that  the  multitude 
were  fuperftitioufly  perfuaded  that 
the  royal  prefence  would  a£lually 
put  an  end  to  the  famine  *.  On  his 
arrival,  the  king  was  congratulated 
by  the  municipality,  and  declared 
his  approbation  of  the  loyalty  which 
the  city  of  Paris  mani felled.  He 
however  gave  one  proof,  among 
feveral  others  which  he  had  before 
given,  that  however  he  may  be 
wrought  upon  by  mifreprefenta- 


tion  and  evil  counfels,  his  chara&er 
is  in  the  general  neither  deficient  in 
good  fenfe  nor  firmnefs.  As  they 
afeended  the  flairs  of  the  Hdtel  de 
Ville,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  re¬ 
queued  the  king  that  he  would  ci¬ 
ther  aflure  the  people  himfelf,  or 
permit  fome  other  perfon  to  aflure 
them  in  his  name,  that  he  would 
fix  his  abode  in  Paris. — u  I  feel  no 
obje&ion,”  replied  the  monarch, 
“  to  fix  my  abode  in  my  good  city 
of  Paris  :  but  I  have  not  yet  formed 
any  determination  on  the  fubjeft ; 
and  I  will  make  no  promife  which  I 
do  not  pofitively  mean  to  fulfil*” 
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dence.  Troubles  in  St.  Domingo ,  Publication  of  the  Red  Book.  Re¬ 

ligious  In  fur  regions  at  Touloufe ,  Montab  on ,  and  Afmes .  Right  of  mfty~ 
ing  War  and  Peace .  Organization  of  the  Clergy.  Abolition  if  Titles ,  bf, 
Grand  Confederation.  Return  of  M*  d  Orleans « 


WHATEVER  might  have 
been  the  intentions  of  ei¬ 
ther  party  in  producing  the  riots 
of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October,  the 
removal  of  the  king  to  the  metro- 
olis  was  certainly  productive  of  the 
appieft  confequences.  It  fatisfied 
completely  the  fufpicious  and  un¬ 


quiet  minds  of  the  Parifians ;  It 
brought  their  fovereign  more  imme¬ 
diately  in  connexion  with  them, 
and  ftrengthened  in  fome  degree 
the  bands  of  union :  nay,  chimeri¬ 
cal  as  it  may  appear,  the  fuperftitious 
fancy  of  the  populace,  that  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  king  would  terminate 


*  The  popular  exclamation  was,  as  they  proceeded  along—' “ 
she  baker’s  wife,  and  the  little  jevrneymaa/’ 


We  are  bringing  the  baker, 
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the  famine,  was  In  fome  degree  re- 
alifed.  The  abundance  and  profu- 
hon  which  always  accompany  a 
court,  procured  fome  relief  to  the 
indigent ;  and  the  confcioufnefs  of 
the  fupply  that  would  be  neceffary, 
ferved  to  replenifh  the  impoverilhed 
markets. 

The  arillocratic  party,  conne&ed 
with  the  court,  were  the  only  per- 
fons  who  manifelted  any  degree  of 
regret.  The  prefence  of  the  king 
in  Paris  gave  a  fatal  blow  to  their 
hopes  and  defigns  ;  and  they  had  in 
reality  fome  caufe  to  be  apprehen- 
iive  of  the  fury  of  the  populace, 
fhould  any  incident  happen  to  ex¬ 
cite  their  ardent  and  fanguinary  re- 
fentment. 

In  the  affembly  itfelf,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  vote  which  declared  the 
national  affembly  to  be  infeparable 
from  the  perfon  of  the  monarch, 
fome  objections  were  ftrongly  in¬ 
filled  on  againfl  the  projected  remo¬ 
val.  It  was  faid,  that  the  deputies 
would  no  longer  be  the  legiflators  of 
the  nation  ;  they  muft  obey  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  mandates  of  the  populace, 
and  even  the  freedom  of  debate 
would  be  annihilated.  To  remove 
their  fcruples,  a  letter  was  dire&ed 
to  them  by  the  king,  inviting  them 
to  refume  their  feffion  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis  ;  and  this  was  powerfully 
feconded  by  a  deputation  from  the 
citizens  of  Paris. — By  the  mouth  of 
their  fpeaker,  M.  Briffot,  the  citi¬ 
zens  “  pro  felled  their  joy  at  the 
expeCted  removal  of  the  reprefenta- 
tive  body  ;  they  pledged  themfelves 
by  a  folemn  oath  to  protect  the  per- 
fons  of  the  deputies,  and  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debate  ;  they  intimated 
that  they  had  forwarded  an  addrefs 
to  all  the  provinces  and  communities 
of  France  to  fatisfy  them  relative 
to  the  late  proceedings,  to  allure, 
them  that  the  commune  of  Paris  was 
aCluated  by  the  molt  perfeCt  loyalty 


to  the  king,  the  moll  inviolable  obe* 
dience  to  the  national  affembly,  and 
a  fincere  paternal  regard  to  all  the 
municipalities  of  the  kingdom.” 

Though  this  addrefs  might  pro¬ 
bably  diminilh  the  fears  of  a  part  of 
the  affembly,  and  certainly  hallened 
their  removal;  yet  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  arillocratic  part  of  that 
body,  on  the  eve  of  their  departure, 
are  fcarcelyto  be  imagined.  Num- 
berlefs  palfports  were  folicited  on 
various  excufes  ;  and  among  thefe 
fome  deferters  from  the  popular 
caufe  were  obferved  with  regret. 
M.  Mounier,  defpairing  of  meeting 
in  Paris  a  full  toleration  of  his  po¬ 
litical  opinions,  retired  into  Dau- 
phine  to  fearch  for  auxiliaries  to  fup* 
port  the  abfolute  veto  of  his  pro¬ 
jected  fenate  and  of  the  king. 
Count  Lally  Tolendal,  equally  bf* 
goted  to  the  vifionary  balance  of 
powers  in  the  conftitution,  retired 
alfo  in  difguft.  Many  oS  the  high 
arillocratic  members  took  refuge  in 
foreign  countries,  where  they  ap- 
plied  themfelves  indefatigably  to  the 
laudable  purpofe  of  exciting  war 
againll  their  country.  To  prevent 
however  as  much  as  pofiible  Simi¬ 
lar  emigrations,  the  national  alfem* 
bly  decreed,  “  that  palfports  to  the 
members  Ihould  be  only  granted  for 
a  Ihort  and  limited  period;  and  that 
as  to  unlimited  palfports  on  account 
of  ill  health,  they  Ihould  not  be 
granted  till  fubllitutes  were  eleCted; 
that  in  future  all  fubllitutes  Ihould 
be  eleCted  by  the  citizens  at  large? 
or  by  their  reprefentatives,  without 
any  regard  to  orders;  and  that 
eight  days  after  the  firlt  fefiion  at 
Paris,  a  call  of  the  houfe  Ihould  be 
inllituted,” 

A  proclamation  afcertaining  the 
rights  of  citizens  was  next  decreed; 
the  power  of  originating  laws  was 
exclulively  confined  .to  the  affem- 
bl.y ;  and  the  executive  power  was 

prohibited 
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prohibited  the  liberty  of  creating 
or  fupprefling  polls  or  offices  with¬ 
out  an  ad  of  the  legiflature.  The 
power  of  laying  taxes  was  alfo  veited 
exclulively  in  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people ;  the  refponiibility  of 
minifiers  was  efiabliffied;  and  the 
pernicious  phrafeology  in  the  pro¬ 
clamations  and  other  ads  of  the 
king,  44  fuch  is  our  pleafure,”  &c. 
was  *abolilhed.  The  title  of  the 
king  was  changed  from  44  the  king 
of  France”  to  that  of  44  king  of  the 
French,”  as  more  expreffive  of  the 
office,  which  is  a  king  or  ruler  of 
men,  and  not  of  the  foil  or  territory. 
Some  difficulty  arofe  refpeding 
the  title  of  king  of  Navarre ;  for 
that  petty  Hate,  confidering  itfelf 
rather  as  the  ally  than  as  a  part  of 
the  empire,  had  not  fent  reprefen¬ 
tatives  to  the  national  alfembly. 
The  deputies  of  the  great  provinces, 
howevever,  ilrenuoully  oppofed  this 
title,  and  alferted  that  the  king 
might  as  well  be  llyled  count  of  Pro¬ 
vence,  duke  of  Brittany,  king  of 
Corlica,  as  king  of  Navarre  :  it  was 
therefore  agreedto  expunge  the  title. 

Tranquillity  however  was  by  no 
means  perfectly  rellored,  and  to  re¬ 
peat  the  vague  and  idle  reports  that 
every  day  were  fpread,  to  the  alarm 
of  the  citizens,  would  require  vo¬ 
lumes  :  for  feveral  nights  the  houfes 
of  individuals  were  marked  with 
chalk,  and  the  colours,  it  was  faid, 
denoted  whether  they  were  to  be 
plundered,  burnt,  or  the  inhabitants 
murdered.  In  this  Hate  of  fufpi- 
cion  and  ferment,  the  molt  injurious 
reports  were  fpiead  to  the  difad- 
vantage  ev£n  of  the  moil  difiin- 
guilhed  friends  of  liberty  :  among 
others,  the  duke  d’Orleans  was  ca¬ 
lumniated  as  harbouring  criminal 
defigns  upon  the  crown,  or  the  re¬ 
gency  at  lead.  The  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  who  was  always  forward 
in  every  thing  that  might  contribute 
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to  the  union  of  order  and  good  go¬ 
vernment  with  the  bleffings  of  li¬ 
berty,  undertook  to  perfuade  the 
duke  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the 
public  for  a  ffiort  time  at  leafi.  He 
was  invefied  v/ith  fome  public  com- 
million,  rather  nominal  than  real, 
and  folicited  from  the  alfembly  a 
palfport  for  England.  The  count 
de  Mirabeau,  and  fome  other  of  the 
more  intimate  friends  of  the  duke, 
oppofed  Ilrenuoully  his  retiring,  as 
more  likely  to  give  credit  to  the 
calumnies  which  were  fabricated 
againll  him  than  to  difprove  them  ; 
but  he  chofe  to  facrifice  his  private 
interefi  to  what  the  known  friends 
of  the  people  con  lidered  as  the  pub¬ 
lic  good.  At  Boulogne  his  high- 
nefs  was  Hopped  by  the  municipa¬ 
lity,  notwithilanding  his  palfport, 
and  detained  till  fet  free  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  order  of  the  alfembly. 

On  the  19th  of  Oftober  the  re« 
prefentatives  of  the  French  nation 
held  their  full  feffioh  at  Paris.  A 
deputation  from  tire  commune  wait¬ 
ed  on  them  immediately  with  the 
congratulations  of  the  city,  at  the 
head  of  which  were  M.  Bailly  the 
mayor,  and  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette.  After  the  anfwer  of  the 
president,  which  was  interrupted 
by  peals  of  applaufe,  the  count  de 
Mirabeau  embraced  the  opportunity 
to  prefs  a  vote  of  thanks  for  their 
eflential  fervices  to  the  nation,  and 
44  thus  (he  faid)  to  fignalize  their 
firH  feffion  in  the  metropolis,  by  a 
public  aft  of  jullice,  which  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  confirm  the  authority  of 
the  civil  powers,  and  to  reprefs  the 
falfe  zeal  of  imprudent  friends,  as 
well  as  the  malignant  defigns  of  the 
enemies  of  freedom. ”  I  he  vote 
of  thanks  was  decreed  amidfi  the 
loudeH  acclamations,  and  the  feffion 
of  that  day  concluded,  contrary  to 
general  expeftation,  without  the 
fmaUeit  diilurban.ee . 

Neither 
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Neither  this  a&  of  refpedt  to¬ 
wards  the  magiftracy  of  the  city, 
however,  nor  the  departure  of  the 
duke  d’Orleans,  could  entirely  pre¬ 
vent  the  horrors  of  maffacre  and  in- 
furredtion ;  and  the  affembly  had 
fcarcely  been  eftablilhed  two  days 
at  Paris,  before  a  moft  atrocious 
murder,  committed  almoft  in  its 
very  prefence,  obliged  them  to 
adopt  a  ftronger  meafure  to  pre¬ 
vent  civil  outrage  and  bloodlhed. 
On  the  21ft  of  October  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  baker,  of  the  name  of  Fran¬ 
cois,  who  refided  in  the  ftrcet 
Marche  Pahty  clofeto  the  /lrchevechey 
where  the  affembly  at  that  pe¬ 
riod  was  convened,  was  lingled  out 
as  the  victim  of  popular  phrenfy. 
After  having  ferved  out  his  ufual 
quantity  of  bread  in  the  morning, 
he  found  his  door  ffill  belieged  by 
fevcral  perfons  who  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  obtain  a  fupply. 
Among  thefe  was  a  woman,  who  is 
faid  to  have  borne  a  particular  en¬ 
mity  againff  the  unfortunate  baker, 
and  who  infilled  on  fearching  the 
houfe  for  bread.  On  entering,  (lie 
found  three  loaves  which  the  jour¬ 
neymen  had  referved  for  their  own 
ufe  ;  and  {hatching  up  one  of  them 
in  her  hand,  Ihe- railed  the  injurious 
outcry,  that  Francois  had  referved 
a  part  of  the  provifion  which  ought 
to  have  been  diftributed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  poor,  and  that  he  was  a 
piohopolift  and  a  mo  niter.  The 
complaint  was  no  fooner  made  pub¬ 
lic  than  an  immenfe  mob  was  col¬ 
lected  ;  the  baker  was  dragged  for¬ 
cibly  to  the  Grove;  and  there,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  efforts  of  the 
municipality  in  his  favour,  he  was 
hanged. 

So  outrageous  a  defiance  ©f  au¬ 
thority,  fo  complete  a  fubverfion  of 
law  and  juflice,  could  not  efcape  the 
pointed  notice  of  the  legiflature. — 
The  firft  movements  of  popular 
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fury,  on  their  deliverance  fiom  de£* 
potifm,  might  feem  excufable  ;  but 
the  populace  of  Paris  had  now 
reached  the  fummit  of  licentioufnefs 
and  injuftice.  They  had  ereCled 
themfelves  into  a  power  fuperior  to 
the  magiftrates;  and  unlefs  fome  de- 
cifive  meafure  was  taken,  there  was 
danger  that  the  reprefentative  body 
itfelf  would  no  longer  be  able  to 
maintain  its  authority.  An  aCtwas 
immediately  paffed  for  the  preven¬ 
tion  and  the  difperiion  of  riots* 
which  autborifed  the  magiftrates,  on 
any  number  of  perfons  affembling* 
to  call  in  .the  aid  of  the  military, 
and  to  proclaim  martial  law.  A  red 
flag  was  to  be  difplayed  from  the 
principal  window  of  the  town- 
houfe  ;  and  from  that  moment  all 
affemblies  of  the  populace,  with  or 
without  arms,  were,  to  be  conft- 
dered  as  criminal.  Should  the  mob 
refufe  to  difperfe  on  being  required 
by  the  magiftrates,  the  military  were 
then  to  aCt  on  the  often  five  ;  thofe 
who  eicaped  might  be  arrefted;  and 
if  unarmed,  and  thev  had  been 
guilty  of  no  act  of  violence,  they 
were  to  be  imprifoned  for  one  year  : 
if  found  in  arms,  . they  were  declared 
liable  to  three  years  imprifonraent ; 
and  if  they  had  committed  any  vio¬ 
lence,  were  judged  guilty  of  a  capi¬ 
tal  offence.  To  give  effeCt  and  vi¬ 
gour  to  this  law,  the  committee  of 
refearch  was  ordered  to  make  all 
neceffary  enquiries  into  treafonable 
offences  ;  and  the  conftitutional 
committee  to  form  a  plan  as  foon  ns 
poffible  of  a  tribunal  for  the  trial 
of  all  crimes  of  leze-nation  ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  this  power  was  for 
the  prefent  veiled  iu  the  court  of 
the  Chatelet. 

Thefe  efforts  of  the  affembly 
were  vigoroufly  feconded  by  the 
municipality.  The  murderer  of 
Francois  was  arrefted  on  the  very 
day  oa  which  he  committed  the 

crime  ; 
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Crime  ;  and  on  the  following  day 
was  executed,  with  another  unfortu¬ 
nate  perfon  who  was  alfo  convifted 
of  exciting  fedition.  The  king 
and  queen  fympathifed  in  the  diftrefs 
of  the  unfortunate  widow  of  Fran¬ 
cois  :  by  the  hands  of  the  duke  de 
Liancourt  they  fent  her  2000 
crowns  ;  the  commune  alfo  fent  a 
deputation  with  a  prefent  to  her  ; 
his  remains  were  decently  interred 
at  the  public  expence  ;  and  the 
king  and  queen  undertook  to  be¬ 
come  the  fponfors  at  the  baptifm 
of  the  child  with  which  his  widow 
was  pregnant  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

The  fam£  difpofition  to  violence, 
the  fame  pronenefs  to  fufpicion,  that 
appeared  in  the  capital,  was  no  lefs 
adtive  in  the  provinces.  At  Alen- 
qon,  the  vifcount  Caraman,  who  had 
been  lent  thither  by  marfhal  Con- 
tades  with  a  detachment  of  horfe, 
was  on  the  point  of  being  deftroyed 
by  the  populace,  on  a  moft  impro¬ 
bable  rumour  that  he  was  inimical 
to  the  revolution.  And  at  Vernon, 
a  M.  Planter,  deputy  of  the  com¬ 
mune  at  Paris,  who  had  been  fent 
by  the  magiftrates  to  purchafe  corn, 
was  feized  by  the  mob,  and,  after  a 
moek  trial,  the  fatal  cord  was  twice 
fixed  round  his  neck  ;  when  Mr. 
Nefham,  a  young  Englifbman  who 
happened  to  be  in  the  town,  oppofed 
himfelf  fingly  to  the  violence  of  the 
populace,  and  refcued  from  inftdnt 
death  a  refpeftable  ^member  of  fo- 
ciety.  For  this  noble  aft  of  courage 
and  humanity,  Mr.  Nefham  was 
honoured  with  the  firft  civic  crown 
which  was  ever  decreed  in  France  ; 
and  was  prefented  by  the  magiftrates 
of  Paris  with  a  (word,  on  which  was 
engraven  the  honourable  teftimony  of 
having  faved  the  life  of  a  French  ci¬ 
tizen.  At  Lanion  a  tov  n  in  Brittany, 
alfo,  fome  gentlemen  v\ho  had  been 
fent  from  Breft  fcr  the  purchare  of 
1791. 


provifions  incurred  a  fimilar  danger 
with  M.  Planter.  A  detachment, 
however,  of  the  national  guard  from 
Breft  foon  reftored  order  and  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants 
of  Lanion  to  make  fatisfaftion  for 
the  outrages  they  had  committed. 

The  next  important  objeft  which 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  le- 
giflative  body,  was  to  reform  and 
organize  the  reprefentation  of  the 
kingdom.  A  plan  was  propofed  by 
the  abbe  Sieyes,  in  which  the  pro- 
founded  policy  was  united  with 
the  faireft  and  moft  equitable  prin¬ 
ciples.  The  ancient  divifion  of 
the  kingdom  into  provinces,  each 
poffeffing  what  it  termed  its  pecu¬ 
liar  rights,  each  governed  by  pecu¬ 
liar  laws,  and  each  forming  in  itfelf 
a  little  kingdom,  with  its  own  par¬ 
liament,  its  own  metropolis,  its  own 
jurifdiftion,  was  found  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  a  rivalfhip  and  jealoufy, 
which  nothing  but  the  ftrong  arm  of 
defpotifm  could  coerce.  In  the 
prefent  glow  of  patriotifm,  the  pre¬ 
fent  tranfport  of  liberty,  the  minds 
of  men  were  difpofed  to  facrifices 
and  renunciations ;  but  there  was 
the  utmdft  reafon  to  apprehend, 
that  ftiould  this  aufpicious  crifts  not 
be  improved,  ftiould  the  generous 
feelings  of  the  moment  be  buffered 
to  fubfide,  thofe  petty  local  preju¬ 
dices  which  weaken  and  disjoint  a 
ftate  would  again  revive ;  and  as 
every  government  which  approaches 
the  republican  form  is  naturally 
weaker  t  han  that  which  partakes  of 
abfolute  monarchy,  they  could  only 
revive  to  diftraft,  and  perhaps  dif- 
member,  the  empire.  Befides  the 
radical  divifion  into  provinces,  the 
kingdom  was  alfo  divided  fantaftical- 
ly  and  irregularly  upon  other  prin¬ 
ciples.  It  was  divided  into  govern¬ 
ments,  agreeably  to  the  military  or¬ 
der  ;  into  generalities,  according 
to  the  order  of  adn^miftration  ;  into 
E  dfocefes, 
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diocefe3,  according  to  the  ecclcfiafli- 
cal  order  ;  and  alfo  fubdivided  in 
the  judicial  order  into  bailiwicks, 
jfenefchals,  &c.  The  divilions  and 
fubdivifions  were  all  without  regu¬ 
larity,  conformity,  or  proportion  ; 
neither  adapted  to  population  nor 
territory.  A  new  arrangement  was 
therefore  not  only  effential  to  an 
equal  reprefen tation  of  the  people, 
but  to  the  uniformity  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  fecurity  and  perma¬ 
nence  of  the  conflitution. 

Three  principles  were  attended  to 
in  forming  the  new  reprefentative 
fyltem :  territory,  population,  and 
taxation  ;  and  it  was  fuppofed  that, 
by  the  combination  of  thefe  three 
elementary  principles,  they  would 
ferve  mutually  to  correCt  each  other. 

According  to  the  new  fcheme  of 
the  reprefentation,  therefore,  “  the 
whole  kingdom  was  divided  into 
§3  larger  leCtions,  which  are  called 
departments,  and  each  of  which 
comprehends  a  fpace  of  about  324 
fquare  leagues  ;  each  department 
was  divided  into  dilhridls,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  which  were  not  to  be  iefs 
than  3,  nor  more  than  9  ;  each  dif- 
triCt  was  again  fubdivided  into  can¬ 
tons  of  4  fquare  leagues  in  extent. 
Three  degrees,  were  preferved  in 
the  adminiftrative  affemblies ;  but' 
only  two  in  the  elective.  The  firil 
were  the  affemblies  of  the  canton, 
which  were  called  primary,  and  which 
choofe  the  electors  for  the  depart¬ 
ment  ;  the  fecond  were  the  elec¬ 
toral  affemblies,  which  return  the  re- 
-prefentatives  to  the  national  affem- 
bly.  The  whole  number  of  repre- 
fentatives  was  to  be  745  ;  of  which 
247  are  attached  to  the  territory, 
and  of  which  each  department  no¬ 
minates  3,  except  that  of  Paris, 
width  nominates  only  one. — 249  are 
attributed  to  population,  each  de¬ 
partment  nominating  in  proportion 
U>  Its  population  y  and  249  are  at-. 


tributed  to  direCt  contribution,  anc& 
each  department  is  to  nominate  re- 
prefentatives  in  proportion  to  the 
contribution  which  it  pays  to  the 
Hate.  The  funCtionsof  the  elective 
affemblies  were  limited  entirely  to 
the  right  of  election.  The  adminh- 
flrative  body  was  to  be  ele&ed  by  the 
electoral  affemblies  ;  and  in  each  de¬ 
partment  was  conftituted  a  fuperior 
board  of  adminiflration  ;  in.  each 
diflri£l,  an  inferior  or  fuhordinat© 
adminiflration  ;  and  to  thafe  were 
committed  the  fuperintendaoce  of 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and 
all  the  details  of  interior  adminiflra¬ 
tion •’*?* 

On  this  great  and  able  fyflem  of 
interior  policy  we  have  only  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  divifion  of  the  kingdom 
into  parts  too  fmall  to  act  offenfively. 
in  a  feparate  flate,  was,  for  the  rea- 
fons  which  we  have  already  affigned,. 
a  meafure  fraught  with  wifdom,  and 
favourable  to  liberty.  The  preferv- 
ing  diftinCt  the  electoral  and  admi- 
niflrative  powers  was  equally  judi¬ 
cious.  The  mode  of  eleCting  by 
primary  and  fecondary  affemblies, 
was  affuredly  the  only  adequate 
means  of  obviating  the  fatal  effeCts 
of  fadlion  and  venality.  As  to  the 
bafis  on  which  the  reprefentation  is 
formed,  many  doubts  will  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  politicians  concerning  its 
expediency:  the  adjufling  of  it  tO' 
three  principles  is  certainly  a  com¬ 
plex  mode  of  proceeding  nor  will* 
it  be  eafy  to  a£flgn  a  reafon  why  it 
fhould  not  have  been  inflituted  dm 
the  fimple  and  obvious  principle  of 
population  alone.. 

After  all  that  had  been  performed' 
by  the  affembly,  the  utter  derange¬ 
ment  of  the  finances,  and  aClual  de¬ 
ficiency  of  means  to  fupply  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  nation,  threatened' 
loudly  the  deftruCtion  of  the  flate. 
In  this  difficult  and  hazardous  pre¬ 
dicament,  the  popular  party  refolved 

upon 
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Upon  a  bold  and  dangerous  meafufe, 
which  no  apology  can  juftify,  and 
which  it  is  difficult  even  to  excufe  ; 
and  this  was,  to  facrifice  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  church  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate. 

The  moil  fingular  circumllance 
attending  this  unprecedented  aliena¬ 
tion  is,  that  it  was  firft  propofed  by 
an  ecclefiailic.The  young  and  patrio¬ 
tic  biffiop  of  Autun,  M.  Talleyrand 
Perigord,  whofe  appointment  was 
already  confiderahle,  and  whofe  rank 
and  abilities  afforded  him  the  moil 
brilliant  profpe&s  in  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  career,  afcended  the  tribune  on 
the  ioth  of  Odlober  ;  and  “  after 
Hating  the  neceffities  of  the  nation, 
the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  finances, 
and  utter  impoffibility  of  remedying 
them  by  any  thing  but  a  ftrong  mea- 
fure  ;  with  a  difintereftednefs  which 
aftonifhed  the  affembly,  and  with  a 
boldnefs  wjjuch  for  the  moment 
filenced  oppofition,  he  obferved  that 
the  ftate  had  yet  an  immenfe  re- 
fource  in  the  poffeffions  of  the  cler¬ 
gy.  He  afferted,  that  the  revenues 
of  the  clergy  are  at  the  difpofition 
of  the  nation ;  that  all  finecures 
might  and  ought  to  be  fuppreffed  ; 
and  that  the  right  which  every 
ecclefiaftic  poffeffed  in  the  revenues 
of  his  church,  was  limited  to  that  of 
a  decent  fubfiftence.  The  annual 
revenue  of  the  church  he  eftimatcd 
at  1 50  millions;  100  millions  of 
which  he  propofed  to  appropriate 
ftill  to  the  purpofes  of  public  wor¬ 
ship*  and  50  to  the  public  fervice. 
This,  with  a  vigorous  exertion  of 
public  economy,  he  afferted,  would 
fupply  the  annual  deficit,  Would  re¬ 
deem  the  heavy  and  oppreffive  fait 
tax,  and  the  fale  of  offices. ”  His 
fpeech  contained  many  other  mat¬ 
ters  in  detail,  and  appeared  of  fuch 
importance  that  it  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  difcuffion  wras  continued  at 
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intervals  to  the  2d  of  November :  the 
principal  fpeakers  for  the  affirmative 
were  Meffrs.  Thouret,  Garat,  Mi- 
rabeau,  Barnave,  Gouttes,  and  Dil¬ 
lon  ;  and  it  was  oppofed  by  M. 
Montlaufier,  the  vifcount  de  Mira- 
beau,  the  abbes  Maury,  Montef- 
quiou,  d’Aymar,  and  the  archbiffiop 
of  Aix.  On  the  one  fide  it  was 
urged,  “  that  it  Was  evident  the 
clergy  had  not  a  full  title  as  proprie¬ 
tors  in  the  church  lands,  becaufe  no 
ecclefiaftic  could  fell  or  difpofe  of 
them — that  public  utility  is  the  fu- 
preme  law,  and  ought  not  to  be 
weighed  in  a  balance  againft  a  fuper- 
ftitious  regard  to  what  was  called 
the  will  of  the  founders  ;  as  if  a  few- 
weak  and  injudicious  individuals 
ought  to  bind  the  nation  and  pofte- 
rity- — that  foundations  multiplied  by¬ 
vanity,  if  fuffered  to  be  of  eternal 
duration,  would  in  time  abforb  the 
whole  property  of  a  nation  ;  as,  if 
every  perl'on  that  ever  lived  had  a 
fepulchre,  there  would  have  been  a 
neceffity  for  overthrowing  thefe  bar¬ 
ren  monuments,  in  order  to  find 
lands  for  cultivation.  They  diftin- 
guiffied  the  eftates  of  the  clergy  into 
three  kinds  :  thofe  which  were  be¬ 
llowed  by  the  kings,  by  aggregate 
corporations,  and  by  individuals. — 
The  foundations  made  by  the  kings 
could  be  only  made  in  the  name  of 
the  nation,  by  difmembering  the 
public  eftate.  Thofe  which  were 
made  by  aggregate  bodies  fall  under 
the  fame  predicament  ;  every  fuch 
gift  was  the  undoubted  deed,  that  is, 
the  undoubted  property,  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

u  With  refpefl  to  the  donations 
of  individuals,  it  was  afked,  what  is 
property  in  general  ?  It  is  a  right 
given  by  the  laws  and  convention  of 
a  ftate  to  an  individual,  to  poffefs 
exclusively  what  in  a  ftate  of  nature 
would  have  been  the  property  of  all, 
or  of  any  other  perfon :  it  is  an 
R  2  dlate 
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eflate  acquired  in  virtue  of  the  laws. 
No  law  of  the  nation,  it  was  urged, 
hadconftituted  the  clergy  a  permanent 
body — they  were  created  by  the  na¬ 
tion,  they  might  be  deftroyed  by  the 
nation.  This  every  founder  mult 
have  feen;  and  mull  have  feen  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  trefpafs  on 
the  rights  of  the  nation.  The  cler¬ 
gy,  it  was  afferted,  were  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  {late,  were  authorized 
to  demand  a  fubfillence  from  the 
{late;  and  confequently,  if  theypof- 
feffed  property,  it  could  be  for  no 
*other  purpofe  than  to  relieve  the 
public  from  the  charge*  The  fame 
obfervations  were  applied  to  what¬ 
ever  eftates  might  have  been  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  economy  or  diligence 
of  the  ecclefiaftics  themfelves ;  and 
it  was  afked,  whether  it  was  not  of 
importance  to  religion  and  morals, 
that  a  more  equal  diilribution  of  the 
ecclefiafiical  revenues  fhould  hence¬ 
forward  reward  the  induftrious,.  and 
reftrain  the  luxury  of  thofe  who  were 
a  difgrace  to  the  facred  order  Vr 
The  advocates  of  the  clergy,  on 
the  other  hand,  maintained,  “  that 
their  opponents  had  grounded  their 
arguments  on  a  principle  which  was 
drawn  from  the  dark  and  abftradl 
fubtleties  of  metaphyfics,  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  the  dilates  of  common  fenl'e, 
the  evidence  of  hiftory,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  practice  of  mankind — that  un- 
lefs  the  rights  of  property  were  held 
facred,  civil  fociety  was  diffolved, 
the  confidence  that  ought  to.  be  its 
fup port  was  for  ever  removed,  and 
men  funk  again  into  a  {late  of  na¬ 
ture,  that  is;  ot  barbarifm  and  rapine 
—that  the  eilates  of  the  clergy  were 
never  actually  poffeffed  by  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  were  fandtioned  by  the 
fame  titles,  the  fame  authorities,  as 
the  eilates  of  private  citizens  :  a 
part  was  obtained  by  bequell  or  af- 
fignment ;  and  a  part  was  the  effedl 
of  economy  and  induftry  in  the  cler¬ 


gy  themfelves — that  to  deprive  the* 
church  of  its  property  ,  was  to  anni¬ 
hilate  it — that  infinite  fcandal  would1 
accrue  to  the  nation  from  fuch  a 
meafure  and  that  religion  itfelf 
would  receive  a  fatal  wound.”  The 
clergy  concluded  by  offering  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  their  revenues  to  fupply  the 
deficiencyof  the  finances, and,  if  that 
fhould  not  be  fufficient,  a  half :  but 
the  offer  was  rejedled,  and  it  was 
decreed,  “  that  the  eftates  of  the 
church  were  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
nation,, which  undertakes  to  provide 
for  the  decent  fupport  of  the  clergy ; 
and  that  in  confequence  no  clergy¬ 
man  ought  to  poffefs  lefs  in  any 
parifh  than  1200  livres,  or  about 
60I.  per  annum,  independent  of  the 
parfonage-houfe,  garden, glebe, &c.” 

While  the  difeuflion  concerning 
the  eftates  of  the  clergy  was  in  agi¬ 
tation,  the  affembly  abolifhed  form¬ 
ally  lettres  de  cachet  and.  all  arbitrary 
imprifonment ;  decreed,  that  hence¬ 
forth  no  man  could  be  imprifoned 
but  for  offences  againft  the  laws  y, 
and  appointed  a  committee  for  in¬ 
quiring  into  the  offences  of  perfons 
detained  in  the  ftate  prifons.  They 
alfo  abolifhed  the  difference  of  habit 
which  marked  the  different  orders  in 
the  national  affembly.  They  refufed 
to  inveft  their  own  members  with, 
any  peculiar  immunities  ;  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  difclaimed  the  privilege  of 
franking  letters.  An  inquiry  into 
the  nature  and  amount  of  the  pen- 
fions  paid  out  of  the  public  fund& 
was  alfo  inflituted,  and  a  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpofe. 

The  decree  concerning  the  clergy: 
was  followed  on  the  3d  by  another,, 
which  fufpended  the  parliaments 
from  the  exercife  of  their  functions 
and  on  the  5  th  the  final  blow  was  given 
to  the  feudal  fyftem,  and  all  its  con- 
fequences,  by  the  famous  decree 
which  utterly  abolifhed  all.  diftinc- 
tion  of  orders. 
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It  is  evident  that  meafures  fo  hof- 
rtile  to  the  interefls  of  fo  many  in¬ 
dividuals,  poffeffed  both  of  confe- 
quence  and  power,  could  not  be  fuf- 
fered  without  oppofition.  The 
bifhop  of  Treguier  was  one  of  the 
firft  to  draw  the  fword  of  hoftility 
againft  the  affembly:  he  publicly 
declaimed  againft  all  the  meafures 
df  the  new  legislature,  reprefented 
them  as  fatal  to  religion,  and  as  re¬ 
verting  the  whole  fy/ftem  of  govern¬ 
ment.  About  the  fame  period,  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  members 
of  the  parliament  of  Touloufe,  who 
ftyled  themfelves  of  the  order  of  no¬ 
bility,  though  the  diftin&ion  of  or¬ 
ders  was  abolifhed,  publifhed  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  clergy  and  the  tiers 
■  etaty  to  unite  with  them  in  an  effort 
“  to  reftore  to  religion  its  beneficial 
influence  ;  to  the  laws,  their  force 
and  aCtion  ;  to  the  monarch,  his  li¬ 
berty  and  loft  authority.” 

But‘  what  might  appear  more 
formidable  ft  ill,  was  the  convoking 
of  the  ancient  provincial  ftates. 
Thofeof  Bearn  were  adtually  affem- 
bled.  Thofe  of  Dauphine  convoked 
themfelves  alfo  without  the  king’s 
-authority;  and,  contrary  to  their 
own  pofitive  refolution,  they  reftored 
the  diftinCtion  of  orders  in  their 
form  of  affembling.  The  ftates  of 
Oambray  protefted  againft  the  de¬ 
cree  concerning  the  church  lands. 
In  Brittany  alfo  fome  ftrorig  efforts 
of  faCtion  were  made,  which  could 
fcarcely  fail  to  intimidate  a  body 
■lefs  refolute  than  the  national  affem- 
bly. 

The  parliaments  were  not  back¬ 
ward  in  joining  this  league  againft 
the  interefts  of  the  people.  The 
chamber  of  vacations  at  Rouen  re- 
giftered  indeed  the  law  which  fuf- 
pended  their  powers,  but  tranfmit- 
ted  a  fecret  proteft  to  the  king,  who, 
juftly  irritated  at  fuch  a  proceeding, 
.immediately  laidit  before  the  affem- 


blv.  So  decifive  a  defiance  of  the 
legiflative  authority  demanded  ex¬ 
emplary  punifhment ;  and  the  af¬ 
fembly  refolved,  “  that  this  proteft: 
fhould  be  forthwith  fubmitted  to  the 
tribunal,  which  for  the  time  had 
cognizance  of  the  crimes  of  leze- 
nation  ;  and  that  the  king  fhould 
be  entreated  to  name  another  cham¬ 
ber  of  vacations,  which  might  r.e- 
gifter  without  any  comment  the  de¬ 
cree  of  the  3d  of  November.”  So 
decided  a  ftep  had  its  due  effeCl 
upon  the  refractory  parliament.  In- 
ftead  of  perfifting  in  its  oppofition, 
its  firft  ftep  was  to  endeavour  to  ex¬ 
plain  away  the  malignant  fpirit  of 
the  proteft  ;  to  reprefent,  that  the 
decree  was  regiftered  in  the  faireft 
and  moft  fimple  manner;  and  :hat  the 
paper  in  queftion  was  meant  merely 
as  a  teftimony  of  refpeCt  to  his  ma- 
jefty.  Satisfied  with  this  fubmiffion, 
the  king  wrote  tofthe-prefident  with 
his  own  hand,  foliciting  the  pardon 
of  the  offending  chamber  of  vaca¬ 
tions,  which,  after  fome  debate,  was 
at  length  accorded.  The  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Metz,  in  the  fame  fpirit 
but  with  lefs  violence,  protefted 
againft  the  decree  which  fufpended 
its  functions;  the  affembly  ordered 
the  offending  members  to  their  bar; 
but  the  parliament  finding little  fup- 
port  from  the  people,  and  terrified 
for  the  Confequences,  applied  to  the 
municipality  to  intercede  with  the 
legiflative  body  in  their  favour.  A 
decree  of  amnefty  was  therefore  paf- 
fed,  and  the  pardon  of  the  magif- 
trates  granted  to  the  entreaty  of  the 
citizens. 

In  Provence,  and  particularly  at 
Marfeilles,  commotions  were  excited 
by  a  fatal  jealoufy  between  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  parliament^  and  the  mu¬ 
nicipality.  A  cat  was  hanged  by 
the  populace  at  Marfeilles,  and  the 
ariftocratic  party  infilled  upon  it 
that  the  execution  was  emblematical. 
E  3  The 
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The  intendant  of  that  city  was  par¬ 
ticularly  odious  to  the  people,  and 
he  requeded  a  military  force  to  affid 
him  id  preferring  order.  The  mi¬ 
litary  were  received  with  infinite 
courtefy  by  the  inhabitants :  but  the 
harmony  was  not  of  long  conti¬ 
nuance  ;  for  the  diflurbances  broke 
out  afrefh,  on  an  attempt  being  made 
by  M.  Caraman,  the  commander  of 
the  troops,  to  reform  the  conditu- 
tion  of  the  national  guard.  An  in¬ 
vitation  was  put  up  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  requiring  the  citizens  to 
repair  to  the  turret  to  oppofe  this 
reform.  Thither  immediately  the 
military  was  ordered,  and  one  of  the 
citizens  was  killed.  The  people 
immediately  carried  his  body  through 
the  {beets  ;  entered  the  houfe  of  an 
obnoxious  perfon,  M.la  Fleche  ;  the 
military  were  again  called  out,  and 
twenty-three  perlons  were  arreded. 
The  feverity  of  the  prevot-general, 
M.  Bournifac,  in  profecuting  on  ac¬ 
count  of  thefe  commotions,  and  his 
injuftice  in  directing  accufations 
againd  innoxious  citizens  who  were 
guiltlefs  of  every  public  offence, 
continued  to  promote,  indead  of  ap¬ 
pealing  the  troubles.  The  indigna¬ 
tion  of  the  national  affembly  was  at 
length  roufed  by  thefe  proceedings. 
The  profecutiou  of  the  offenders  was 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  M.  Bour¬ 
nifac,  and  referred  to  the  fenefchal 
court  of  Marfeilles,  and  peace  was 
once  more  eftablifhed. 

It  was  natural,  in  fuch  a  flate  of 
things,  that  jealoufies  fhould  arife 
between  the  people  and  the  foldiery; 
and  thefe  jealoufies  were  certainly 
fomented  with  ind.uftry  by  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  new  conditution.  At 
Toulon,  M.  Albert  de  Rioms,  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  marine,  a  man  of 
high  military  reputation,  But  deeply 
infe.dted  with  ariflocratidal  preju¬ 
dices,  offended  the  populace  by  ex- 
preffing  himfelf  in  a  contemptuous 


manner  of  the  national  guard*  and 
prohibiting  the  workmen  in  the  ar- 
fenal  from  wearing  the  national 
cockade.  His  rafhnefs,  however, 
had  nearly  coft  him  his  life  ;  a  mob 
affembled,  and,  but  for  the  prudence 
of  the  national  guard,  would  have 
facrificed  him  to  their  refentment. 
He  and  four  of  his  principal  officers, 
who  were  accufed  of  having  given 
orders  to  fire  on  the  people,  were 
committed  to  prifon  to  wait  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  affembly  ;  and  the  le- 
giflative  body  judging  favourably  of 
the  motives  of  M.  Albert,  and  pro¬ 
bably  wiffiing  to  provoke  as  little  as 
poffible  the  refentment  of  any  party, 
paffed  a  decree  favourable  to  the  re- 
ftoration  of  tranquillity,  and  liberated 
the  officers. 

About  the  fame  period  a  melan¬ 
choly  event,  the  effedf  of  private  re¬ 
venge,  took  place  at  Senlis,  which, 
from  the  vicinity  of  that  place  to 
Paris,  made  the  greater  impraffion. 
A  foldier,  who  had  been  difcharged 
from  the  national  troops,  fired  on  a 
proceffion  of  the  citizens  as  they 
paffed  by  the  houfe  in  which  he  was. 
An  immenfe  multitude  rufhed  im- 
petuoufiy  in  to  feize  the  culprit  ; 
when  the  houfe,  by  defign,  as  was 
generally  believed,  blew  up,  and  no 
lefs  than  fixty  perfonslofl  their  lives, 
and  an  immenfe  number  were 
wounded  by  the  explofion. 

While  the  provinces  were  agitated 
by  thefe  and  fimilar  events,  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  was  divided  by  con¬ 
tending  parties,  and  not  lefs  by  the 
interefled  contefls  of  private  ambi¬ 
tion.  Among  the  mod  important 
difcuffions  at  this  period,  was  that 
which  regarded  the  eligibility  of  the 
executive  miniflers  to.  feats  in  the  le¬ 
gislative  affembly.  It  was  about  the 
beginning  of  November  that  the 
count  de  Mirabeau,  after  a  long  dif- 
courfe  upon  the  date  of  the  nation 
and  the  finances,  propofed  three  mo¬ 
tions 
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tlonsTor  the  confideration  of  the  af¬ 
fembly  :  the  firft  regarded  the  fupply 
of  corn  and  bread  ;  the  fecond  con¬ 
tained  a  propofal  for  eftablifhing  ana- 
tional  bank  ;  and  the  third  imported, 
“  that  his  Majefty’s  minifters  fhould 
be  invited  to  a  confultative  voice  in 
the  affembly,  till  the  corift  itut  ion 
fhould  have  determined  the  rules  by 
which  they  were  to  be  governed.”  So 
Grange  a  combination  as  that  of  the 
lad  article  with  two  motions  which 
limply  regarded  the  finance,  could 
not  fail  to  alarm  the  popular  party  ; 
and  as  the  count  de  Mirabeau  was 
not  fufpe&ed  of  the  pureft  motives, 
the  difcuffion  of  the  two  firft  propo¬ 
sitions  was  foon  abandoned  to  make 
room  for  the  third,  which  appeared 
of  the  greateft  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance  to  the  nation.  It  was 
fipiritedly  attacked  by  Meffrs.  Blin, 
Cuftine,  de  Richier,  d’Eftourmel, 
and  the  vffcount  de  Noailles  ;  and  it 
was  fupported  by  M.  M.  de  Mont- 
morenci,  Garat,  jun.  by  the  duke  de 
la  Rochefoucault,  count  Clermont 
Tonnerre,  and  others.  An  adjourn¬ 
ment  was  propofed  ;  and  the  debate 
was  renewed  with  confiderable  fpirit 
the  following  day,  on  an  amend¬ 
ment  propofed  by  M.  Lanjuinais, 
which  excluded  completely  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  national  affembly,  and 
for  three  years  after  they  ceafed  to 
be  members,  from  any  fhare  in  the 
executive  government.  By  the 
party  which  fupported  the  admiffi- 
bility  of  minifters  to  the  legiflature, 
it  was  pleaded,  “  that  the  prefence 
of  minifters  was  frequently  required 
for  the  purpofe  of  information  ;  that 
it  would  give  a  dignity  and  fplendour 
to  the  officers  of  the  crown  ;  that 
the  public  fervice  ought  not  to  de¬ 
prive  any  citizen  of  his  rights,  and 
there  were  none  better  qualified  to 
legifiate  than  thofe  who  were  gene¬ 
rally  appointed  to  the  high  offices 
■of  the  ftate.”  In  defence  of  the 


motion  of  M.  de  Mirabeau  in  parti¬ 
cular  it  was  contended,  “  that  at 
all  events  it  was  only  a  mere  tem¬ 
porary  meafure,  and  that  to  this 
moment  no  perfon  had  doubted  of 
the  propriety  of  the  members  of  the 
ftates-general  afting  in  a  public  ca¬ 
pacity.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
.urged,  with  no  lefs  force  and  energy, 
“  that  the  admiffion  of  minifters  to 
a  feat  and  a  voice  among  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  effedlually 
confounded  what  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferved  effentially  diftin&,  the  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  powers — that  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  could  not 
without  manifeft  injury  be  admitted 
to  participate  in  the  higheft  prero¬ 
gative,  that  of  legillation.  The  ex¬ 
ample  of  England  was  adduced  as  an 
inftance  of  the  ill  effe&s  of  this  fyf- 
tem,  where  two  factions  are  conti¬ 
nually  kept  up  in  the  legiflative  body; 
that  of  the  minifters,  who  are  endea¬ 
vouring  to  keep  their  places,  and 
that  of  the  oppofition,  or  thofe 
whofe  endeavour  it  is  to  perplex 
and  embarrafs  the  agents  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power,  in  order  that  they 
may  feize  the  vacant  offices.”  The 
count  de  Mirabeau,  highly  exafpe- 
rated,  at  length  moved,  “  that  the 
motion  fhould  only  extend  to  the 
exclufion  of  M.  Lanjuinais  and  him- 
ftlf  from  the  miniftry.”  It  was, 
however,  finally  determined  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  motion  of  M.  Lanjui¬ 
nais  ;  and  with  this  addition,  with 
refpeft  to  the  prefent  conftituting 
affembly,  “  that  no  member  could 
accept  of  any  place  in  the  miniftry.” 

Another  determination,  which 
was  effected  with  more  complete 
unanimity,  evinced  equally  the  broad 
bafis  on  which  the  affembly  defired 
to  proceed.  The  ifland  of  Cor-fica, 
from  the  period  in  which  it  was  con¬ 
quered,  had  never  been  firmly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  old  government  of 
France,  and  had  been  retained  irn 
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fubjedfcion  only  by  the  ftrong  fet¬ 
ters  of  military  defpotifm.  They 
had  never  ratified  the  infamous  con- 
tradt  by  which  a  nation  was  tranf- 
ferred,  like  a  flock  of  fheep,  from  the 
dominion  of  Genoa  to  that  of 
France.  The  meeting  of  the  ftates- 
general  had  revived  within  the  bo- 
foms  of  thefe  brave  men  the  un¬ 
tamed  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  the  hope 
of  being  once  more  reinftated  in 
their  rights.  Thefe  hopes  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  finifter  rumour,  that 
they  were  once  more  to  be  ceded  to 
the  detefted  domination  of  Genoa ; 
or,  that  at  leaft  they  were  to  be  Hill 
retained  as  a  fervile  appendage  to  a 
land  of  freedom.  In  fuch  a  fiate  of 
doubt  and  perplexity,  the  paffions 
of  the  multitude  are  eafily  excited. 
They  propofed  immediately  to  form 
a  national  guard.  The  citizens  of 
Baftia  affembled  for  that  purpofe  in 
the  pariih  church  of  St.  John.  The 
army  marched  to  difperfe  them,  and 
in  the  conteft  fome  lives  were  loft. 
In  this  ftate  of  ferment  the  ifland  re¬ 
mained,  when  a  deputation  appeared 
at  ttiebar  of  the  aftembly,  entreating, 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Corfica, 
that  they  might  be  irrevocably  unit¬ 
ed  by  a  decree  of  the  legiflature  to 
the  French  nation,  as  a  conftituent 
part  of  the  empire.  Such  a  requeft 
was  too  reafon able  and- too  flattering 
to  the  aftembly  not  to  be  inftantly 
complied  with  ;  and  this  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  motion  of  the  count  de 
Mirabeau  (who  lamented  that  his 
youth  had  been  difg raced  by  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  conqueft  of  this  ifland), 
to  reftore  all  who  had  emigrated, 
except  on  account  of  civil  crimes,  to 
their  rank,  their  rights,  and  their 
property. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
effected  in  favour  of  the  people,  the 
ftate  ftill  continued  to  be  opprefted 
under  an  intolerable  weight  of  dif- 
trefs,  occafioned  by  the  total  difor- 


der  of  the  finances.  The  public  de* 
ficiency  was  an  immenfe  gulf,  which 
no  patriotic  facrifice  was  powerful 
enough  to  clofe,  and  the  pecuniary 
embarraftments  of  the  nation  feemed 
rather  to  increafe.  The  current 
fpecie  of  the  country  was  fwept 
away  by  emigration  ;  and  the  royal 
treafury  was  exhaufted  by  the  pur- 
chafe  of  corn  and  provifions.  A 
miracle  was  neceftary  to  reinftate 
the  public  affairs,  and  this  miracle 
was  expedited  from  the  minifter  of 
finance.  But,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things,  what  could  human  wifdom 
or  hyman  forefight  effect?  In  the 
midft  of  alarms,  of  fufpicions,  of  dif- 
credit,  it  was  impoflible  to  enter 
upon  any  new  or  extraordinary  mea- 
fure  for  rein  dating  the  wealth  and 
refources  of  the  nation  :  the  minifter, 
therefore,  inftead  of  producing  a 
new  and  complete  fyftem  of  national 
finance,  embraced  that  remedy  which 
appeared  moft  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  ;  and,  amidft  a  number 
of  difficulties,  made  choice  of  that 
which  appeared  to  be  fraught  with 
leaft  danger  and  inconvenience.  The 
caiffe  d’efcompte  had  been  created 
by  M.  Turgot  in  1 776,  and,  though 
not  ftriCtlv  a  national  inftitution, 
had  been  a  favourite  with  moft  of  the 
minifters  from  that  period  ;  it  had 
occafionally  rendered  fervice  to  the 
ftate ;  and,  at  the  period  of  which  we 
are  now  treating,  the  nation  was  in¬ 
debted  to  it  in  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
70  millions.  The  idea  of  a  national 
bank  had  for  fome  yrears  been  ex¬ 
tremely  popular  in  France.  Incom¬ 
pliance,  therefore,  with  the  popular 
voice,  and  as  the  only  means  of 
fu'  miflnng  the  nation  with  refources, 
M.  Neckar  propofed  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  one  ;  and  for  the  bails  of 
this  eftablifhment  he  was  defirous 
of  taking  an  inftitution  to  which 
the  public  had  fo  many  obligations, 
and  wiflied,  in  a  word,  to  convert 
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the  caifle  d’efcompte  into  a  national 
bank.  In  oppolition  to  this  plan 
two  obftacles  prefented  themiclves  : 
the  credit  of  the  caifle  d’efcompte 
was  extremely  low  ;  and  therefore  it 
was  neither  eafy  to  force  its  notes 
into  circulation,  nor  to  protract  the 
period  when  it  fhould  be  called  upon 
to  convert  them  into  fpecie.  After 
much  difeuflion  in  the  aflembly,  it 
was  determined  in  part  to  adopt  the 
plan  of  the  minifter — to  adfc  with 
juftice  towards  the  caifle  d’efcompte, 
to  provide  the  nation  with  a  tempo¬ 
rary  fupply,  and  to  derive  'as  fpeedy 
advantages  as  might  be  from  the 
immenfe  landed  property  of  the  king 
and  of  the  clergy.  Two  decrees  to 
this  effetl  were  paffed  on  the  19th 
of  December,  the  particulars  of 
which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail  : 
the  firft  gave  currency  to  the  notes 
of  the  caifle  d’efcompte,  ftipulating  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  fhould  furnifli 
the  national  treafury  with  80  mil¬ 
lions  for  the  current  year,  which 
were  to  be  reimburfed,  together  with 
the  old  debt,  by  aflignats  on  the 
caifle  de  1’extraordinaire  :  and  the 
fecond  created  a  caijfe  de  /’ extraordi¬ 
naire^  in  which  all  patriotic  dona¬ 
tions  were  to  be  funded,  and  which 
was  to  take  charge  of  the  fale  of  the 
national  domains,  and  from  thefe 
refources  to  anfwer  ultimately  the 
exigencies  of  the  public. 

This  plan  was  no  fooner  carried 
into  execution,  than  a  profufion  of 
patriotic  donations  flowed  into  the 
aflembly.  Even  foreigners,  affedted 
with  the  fame  generous  enthuflafm, 
were  dehrous  of  participating  in  the 
glory  of  giving  liberty  to  France, 
and  extricating  thofe  noble  aflertors 
of  freedom  from  the  difficulties  that 
befet  them.  The  city  of  Neuf- 
chatel,  among  others,  prefented  the 
nation  with  a  quarter  of  its  revenue, 
which  was  accepted  with  gratitude  : 
but  a  donation  of  900,000  livres  of¬ 


fered  by  the  republic  of  Geneva 
met  with  a  very  different  reception. 
The  ruling  party  of  that  city  were 
confldered  as  ufurpers,  who  by  the 
force  of  arms  had  feized  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  17 82,  and  had  retained  it 
in  oppofltion  to  the  rights  of  the 
citizens.  With  a  unanimity  which, 
did  honour  to  their  feelings,  the  af- 
fembly  refufed  the  donation,  declar¬ 
ing,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
French  nation  could  not  accept  of  a 
prefent  from  the  oppreffors  of  Ge¬ 
neva. 

The  patriotifm  and  virtue  of  the 
aflembly  were  put  to  a  feverer  trial 
on  the  1  oth  of  December.  The  re¬ 
volted  ftates  of  Brabant  and  Flanders 
were  naturally  led  to  look  up  to  the 
aflertors  of  Gallic  liberty,  as  pro¬ 
tectors  and  allies.  M.  Vandernoot, 
therefore,  who  affirmed  the  title  and 
character  of  agent  plenipotentiary  of 
Brabant,  tranlmitted  to  the  king 
and  the  legiflative  body  the  mani- 
fefto  of  thofe  newly  created  ftates. 
The  firft  impulfe  of  the  people  de¬ 
manded  the  immediate  recognition 
of  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands  ;  but  the 
aflembly  had  the  courage  and  the 
prudence  to  refill  this  impulfe ;  and 
confcious  that  the  ftate  v.is  unpre¬ 
pared  for  a  general  continental  war, 
in  which  fuch  a  ftep  mu  ft  infallibly 
involve  them,  and  yet  unwilling  to 
declare  themfelves  the  immediate 
partifans  of  defpotifm,  deferred 
opening  the  difpatch  till  a  remote 
period. 

The  examples  of  the  rebellious 
parliaments  of  Metz  and  Rouen  did 
not  deter  that  of  Brittany  from  fol¬ 
lowing  their  example  ;  with  this  ad¬ 
ditional  mark  of  contumacy,  that 
the  chamber  of  vacations  there  did 
not  fatisfy  itfelf  with  a  proteft  againft: 
the  authority  of  the  legiflature,  but 
pofttively  refufed  to  regifter  the  edit! 
which  fufpended  them  from  the  ex- 

ercife 


74  ;  britis 

.crcife  of  their  functions.  On  being 
ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  affembly, 
they  pleaded  that  the  term  for  the 
cxercife  of  their  power  was  expired, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  per¬ 
form  any  legal  aCt  ;  but.  juftihed  the 
meafure  ft  ill  farther  by  a  reference 
to  the  old  charters  and  ftatutes  of 
Brittany.  The  confequence  was, 
that,  being  a  fecond  time  ordered  to 
the  bar,  they  were  deprived  formally 
of  the  rights  of  aCtive  citizens,  till 
by  a  l'olemn  aCt  they  fhould  declare 
their  fubmiflion  ;  and  a  temporary 
chamber  was  eftablilhed  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  in  Brittany. 

The  corruption  which  had  per¬ 
vaded  all  the  old  tribunals  of  juftice, 
indeed,  appeared  fcarcely  lefs  to  at¬ 
tach  to  that  of  the  Chatelet  than  to 
the  provincial  adminiftrations.  In 
acquitting  the  baron  Bezenval,  mar¬ 
shal  Broglio,  and  the  prince  de  Lara- 
befq,  they  at  once  afferted  the  facred 
independance  of  the  laws,  and  de- 
monftrated  their  own  regatd  to  juf¬ 
tice.  To  condemn  due  feivants  of 
an  exifting  government  for  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  their  fuperiors, 
is  to  punilh  the  guiltlefs,  while  the 
really  criminal  efcape  ;  and  to  try 
men  for  offences  againft  the  rights 
of  the  people,  while  the  aCtual  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country  has  denied 
{them  any,  is  to  try  them  by  an  ex 
■ t>oji  fa  do  law.  But,  in  the  facrifice 
of  the  marquis  de  Favras,  this  tri¬ 
bunal  forfeited  the  honour  it  would 
..other wife  have  acquired  in  the  eyes 
of  good  men,  and  enveloped  their 
own  proceedings  in  a  veil  of  myftery 
unbecoming  a  free  government,  and 
•which  fixes  an  indelible  ftain  upon 
.their  own  characters. 

This  unfortunate  gentleman  in¬ 
herited  from  nature  an  enterprifing 
jofenius,  and  an  exalted  ambition. 
He  had  been  fucceffively  a  captain 
.of  dragoons,  and  firft  lieutenant  of 
the  Swiis  guards  in  the  fervice  of 
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Monfieur.  He  had  married  a  pnn» 
cefs  of  Anhalt  Schaamburgh,  wh© 
had  Been  perfecuted  by  her  family 
on  account  of  her  attachment  to  the 
Roman  catholic  religion  ;  and,  by 
his  fpirit  and  addrefs,  had  obtained 
an  imperial  refeript  to  oblige  the 
prince  her  lather  to  allow  his  daugh¬ 
ter  a  penfion  of  1000  florins.  The 
marquis  de  Favras  engaged  deeply 
in  the  troubles  of  Holland  in  1785  > 
and  having  undertaken  to  raife  a  re¬ 
giment  for  the  fervice  of  the  pa¬ 
triotic  party,  he  formed  a  connec¬ 
tion  with  a  M.  Tourcaty,  who  en¬ 
gaged  to  furnifh  him  with  troops. 
The  peace,  however,  which  was 
forced  upon  the  Hutch  by  the  mi¬ 
litary  mediation  of  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  difconcerted  his  projeCts, 
and  induced  him  to  turn  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  infurreftion  in  Brabant, 
as  a  proper  field  for  the  difplay  of 
his  talents.  His  patriotic  connec¬ 
tions  in  thefe  countries,  however, 
had  not  converted  him  to  the  de¬ 
mocratic  fide  of  the  queftion  in  his 
own.  ConneCted  by  birth  with  the 
ariftocracy,  and  in  habits  of  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  great  men  of  the 
court,  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
privy  to  the  plan  of  carrying  off 
the  king  to  Metz.  He  was  one  of 
the  firft  to  wear  the  white  cockade 
on  the  2d  of  OCtober  ;  and  on  the 
5th  he  had  requefted  M.  de  St. 
Prieft  to  furnifh  him  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  volunteers  with  horfes  from 
the  royal  {tables,  in  order  to  difperfe 
the  rabble,  and  deprive  them  of  their 
artillery. 

After  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
king  and  the  affembly  at  Paris,  the 
marquis  de  Favras  was  accufed  of 
entering  into  a  further  confpiracy, 
the  objeCt  of  which  was  to  engage 
a  number  of  men,  under  the  pretence 
of  railing  a  regiment  for  the  fervice 
of  Brabant,  who  were  to  enter  Pa¬ 
ris  by  different  ways,  to  maffacre 
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M.  de  la  Fayette,  M.  Bailly,  and  M. 
Neckar,  and  with  or  without  his 
confent  convey  the  king  to  Peronne. 
Monlieur,  the  king’s  brother,  was 
alfo  fufpeded  of  being  at  the  head 
of  this  confpiracy.  In  the  courfe  of 
his  proceedings,  he  renewed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  Tourcaty,  in  order  to 
engage  his  fervices  in  raifing  men : 
this  perfon  had  introduced  him  to 
another  of  the  name  of  Morel. 
Thefe  were  his  principal  agents  ; 
and  in  concert  with  thefe  men  he 
aCtually  applied  to  M.  Chomel,  a 
moneyed  man  in  Paris,  to  negociate 
a  loan  in  the  name  of  Monfieur. 

The  news  of  this  fuppofed  confpi¬ 
racy  was  no  fooner  abroad,  than  the 
whole  city  was  in  a  ftate  of  confu- 
fion.  Monfieur  flew  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  to  explain  to  the  magif- 
trates  the  nature  of  his  connection 
with  M.  de  Favras.  He  hated,  that 
in  1772  that  gentleman  entered 
into  his  Swifs  guards,  and  declined 
the  fervice  in  1775,  from  which 
time  he  had  never  fpoken  with  him. 
That  finding  himfelf  difappointed 
from  the  troubles  of  the  nation  in 
the  collection  of  his  revenues,  and 
not  wilhing  to  apply  to  the  public 
treafury,  he  determined  to  folicit  a 
private  loan ;  that  M.  de  Favras 
had  been  recommended  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  negociate  this  bulinefs, 
and  had  adually  effected  it  with 
Meffieurs  Chomel  and  Sertorius, 
bankers — but  that  he  had  never 
had  any  perlonal  communication 
with  the  marquis  de  Favras  on  this 
affair,  or  on  any  other.  He  appealed, 
in  his  juftification,  to  his  condud  in 
the  affembly  of  the  notables  ;  and 
affured  the  magiffrates,  that  he  had 
ever  been  a  moll  firm  friend  to  the 
revolution.  The  difcourfe  of  Mon¬ 
fieur  appeared  to  fatisfy  both  the 
magiftrates  and  the  national  affem¬ 
bly,  though  fome  of  the  patriotic 


party  ftill  are  difpofed  to  doubt  of 
his  innocence. 

M.  de  - Favras  was  arrefted  on  the 
26th  of  December,  but  was  not 
brought  to  trial  before  the  9th  of 
February  following.  The  princi¬ 
pal  evidences  againft  him  were 
Tourcaty  and  Morel,  who  Hated 
the  fads  which  have  been  already 
related  in  accufation :  and  thefe 
were  corroborated  by  the  teftimony 
of  a  M.  Marquie,  who  had  been  a 
ferjeant  in  the  French  guards,  had 
diltinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  taking 
of  the  Baftille,  and  was  now  fub- 
lieutenant  of  one  of  the  centre  com¬ 
panies.  On  the  6th  of  Odober 
this  perfon  had  been  extremely  ac¬ 
tive  in  faving  the  lives  of  the  gardes- 
du-corps ;  and,  in  conduding  the 
king  to  Paris,  was  obferved  to 
ffied  tears.  It  appeared  that  the 
marquis  de  Favras  had  had  fome  in¬ 
terviews  in  private  with  M.  Mar¬ 
quie,  in  which  he  attempted  to  in- 
fufe  into  his  mind  fufpicions  that 
the  French  guards  were  no  longer 
to  be  entruiled  with  the  honour  of 
guarding  their  monarch,  which  was 
to  be  committed  entirely  to  the  ci¬ 
tizens  :  he  infinuated,  that  they 
ought  to  refume  their  former  appel¬ 
lation  ;  and  prelented  him  with  a 
pamphlet,  the  title  of  which  was, 
“  Open  your  eyes.”  To  all  this 
the  marquis  replied,  in  his  defence, 
that  conlidering  himfelf,  as  he  was, 
without  money,  without  men  ;  with 
no  confidants  but  two  fuch  perfons 
as  Tourcaty  and  Morel,  the  grofs 
abfurdity  of  projeding  fuch  a  plot 
as  he  was  accufed  of  was  a  fufficient 
anfvver  to  the  calumny  ;  and  he  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  evidence  of  the  two 
firff  witneffes  was  fo  contradidory 
and  inconfiftent  with  each  other, 
that  their  teftimony  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  of  no  weight. 

A  third  witnefs,  more  formidable 

than 
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than  any  of  the  others,  was  how¬ 
ever  produced,  and  this  was  M. 
<Chomel.  He. did  not  pretend  that 
M.  Favras  had  communicated  to 
him  any  particulars  fimilar  to  thoie 
which  were  dated  by  the  other 
witneffes  ;  but  afferted,  that  he  had 
talked  with  him  of  a  much  more 
fieafible  projeft,  which  was,  to  af- 
femble  all  the  difeontented  party  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  Netherlands, 
under  a  pretence  of  taking  part  in 
that  difpute,  until  they  fhould  form 
an  army  ftrong  enough  to  invade 
France  from  different  quarters  ; 
which  was  to  be  followed  by  a  rein- 
flatement  of  the  parliaments,  and  all 
the  different  branches  of  the  old 
government  which  had  been  de- 
ffroyed.  \ 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  trial  of  M. 
de  Favras,  the  mob  had  endeavoured 
riotoufly  to  affemble  ;  but  they  were 
difperfed  by  the  mafterly  condudff 
-of  JVL  de  la  Fayette,  and  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  the  French  guards,  and  long 
before  his  condemnation  the  city 
wasreffored  to  perfect  tranquillity. 

It  is  plain  that  the  evidence 
;againff  this  unhappy  gentleman  was 
by  no  means  fufhciently  deciiivc  to 
juftify  a  verdidt  againft  him.  At 
the  mod,  his  crime  was  little  more 
than  eonverfation,  the  expreffion  of 
a  wilh  to  overturn  the  government, 
without  the  leaft  probability  of  fuc- 
ceis  in  the  execution  of  it :  even 
"this,  however,  he  molt  ftrenuoufly 
denied. — He  afferted,,  that  he  was 
not  diiaffedied  to  the  new  order  of 
things,  and  only  wilhed  to  fee  his 
fovereign  enjoy  in  fafety  and  tran¬ 
quillity  that  {hare  of  authority 
which  was  confident  with  a  free  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  that,  in  all  the  pro¬ 
jects  he  had  ever  entertained  con¬ 
cerning  the  levying  of  troops,  he 
had  nothing  farther  in  view  than  to 
pulh  his  fortune  in  the  her vice  of 


Brabant.  He  pleaded  his  caufc 
with  all  the  energy  and  confidence 
of  confcious  innocence,  with  all 
the  eloquence  and  argument  of  a 
molt  accomplifhed  mind — in  vain. 
The  temper  of  the  people,  it  was 
fuppofed,  required  a  vidtim,  and 
this  corrupt  tribunal  was  determined 
it  fhould  not  want  one.  He  was 
found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  be 
executed  on  the  19th  of  the  fame 
month.  If  we  may  credit  the  re¬ 
port  of  ocular- witneffes,  there  ne¬ 
ver  was  difplayed  greater  vigour  of 
mind,  greater  force  of  charadter,  or 
more  exalted  courage,  than  was  ma- 
nifeft  in  the  condudt  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  criminal,  at  a  moment  the 
moil  trying  for  human  nature.  From 
that  period  till  his  execution  his 
fortitude  never  forfook  him.  On 
the  fatal  day  he  was  dieffed  at  an 
early  hour,  and  with  peculiar  de¬ 
cency  and  care.  He  requeued  that 
he  might  be  attended  in  his  laft  mo¬ 
ments  by  the  curate  of  St.  Paul's 
church,  and  profefled,  with  a  fober 
but  fervent  piety,  his  firm  belief  in 
the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and 
his  hope  of  a  joyful  refurredlion. 
Fie  was  drawn  in  a  cart  to  the 
place  of  execution,  his  head  and 
feet  naked,  his  hair  loofe  and  flow¬ 
ing,  and  dreffed,  agreeably  to  the 
fentence,  in  a  white  robe  over  his 
own  clothes.  When  arrived  be¬ 
fore  the  principal  gate  of  Notre 
Dame,  he  defined  to  be  condudted 
to  the  Hotel  d-e  Ville,  where  he 
would  reveal,  he  faid,  important  fe- 
crets.  He  there  dictated,  with  his 
ufual  .caimnefs,  a  long  proteftation 
of  his  innocence.  “  He  declared 
that  neither  in  July,  September,  nor 
October,  he  had  been  privy  to  any 
confpiracy  to  carry  off  the  king. — • 
His  earneftnefs  in  the  king’s  fer- 
vice  on  the  5  th  of  October  had 
pointed  him  out,  he  faid,  to  a  great 
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ford  who  was  engaged  about  the 
king’s  perfon,  as  a  proper  man  to 
©bferve  the  motions  of  the  popu¬ 
lace.  This  great  perfon  (probably 
the  prince  de  Luxembourg)  was,  at 
that  time,  apprehenfive  of  an  infur- 
redtion  in  the  fuburb  of  St.  An- 
..oine  ;  he  therefore  employed  M. 
de  Favras  to  procure  intelligence, 
in  order  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  mea<- 
fures  might  be  taken  for  the  king’s 
fafety,  and  prefented  him  with  100 
Louis  to  dil'charge  his  expences  in 
this  inquiry.  On  this  account,  and 
on  this  only,  he  declared,  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  to  Tourcaty  and  Morel,  and 
4iad  founded  M.  Marquie  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  fentiments  of  the  French 
guards.”  It  is  faid,  moreover,  but 
on  what  authority  we  cannot  fay, 
that  he  afked  the  judge  who  at¬ 
tended  him  on  the  oecafion,  u  whe¬ 
ther,  if  he  were  to  explain  himfelf 
more  openly,  it  would  make  any  al¬ 
teration  in  his  favour  ?”  and  that, 
upon  the  judge  alluring  him  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  defer  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  fentence,  he  replied — 
“  In  that  cafe,  my  fecret  (hall  die 
with  me.” 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening 
M.  de  Favras  defcended  from  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  and  proceeded  to 
the  place  of  execution  (furrounded 
with  lamps  and  torches)  with  a  firm 
itep,  and  with  the  utmoft  compofure 
exhorted  his  friends  not  to  lament 
him. — The  whole  of  the  ferocious 
multitude,  who  waited  for  and  re¬ 
joiced  in  his  death,  was  moved. — 
The  curate  of  St.  Paul  fainted. 
When  at  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold,  he 
exclaimed — “  Citizens,  I  die  an  in¬ 
nocent  man.  Pray  for  me.”  The 
whole  affembly  trembled  ;  the  exe¬ 
cutioner  himfelf  was  overwhelmed 
with  emotions  of  grief ;  the  moil 
awful  filence  enfued  for  fome  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  was  only  broken  by  the 
intrepid  fufferer  himfelf  calling  out 


to  the  executioner  to  do  his- duty.-— 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  hi;*, 
body  was  delivered  to  his  friends. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  nobleman  ; — unmerited,  cer¬ 
tainly,  if  we  are  to  judge  only  from; 
the  evidence  which  is  before  the 
public  ;  and  if  among  his  papers* 
which  were  feized,  any  more  con¬ 
vincing  teilimonies  were  found,  they 
ought  to  have  been  fairly  exhi¬ 
bited  to  the  world,,  whatever  the 
rank  of  the  perfons  whom  they 
might  involve.  Either  the  public 
ought  to  have  been  fatisfied  of  the 
guilt  of  M.  de  Favras,  or  he  ought  tax 
have  been  acquitted.  What  is  modi 
extraordinary  is,  that  about  the 
fame  period  a  M.  Augeard  was* 
accufed  before  the  fame  tribunal  of 
a  fimilar  crime  ;  and  a  project  in 
his  own  hand  writing  for  carrying 
off  the  king  to  Metz  was  produced* 
which  project  he  had  himfelf  com¬ 
municated  to  M.  de  Clermont  Ton- 
nerre  ;  and  yet,  difficult  as  it  may 
be  to  reconcile  fuch  contradictions* 
this  man  was  folemnly  acquitted* 
while  the  elegant  and  accompli ffied- 
Favras  was  condemned  and  exe¬ 
cuted  ^ 

While  the  Chatelet  was  thus  ig- 
nominioufly  employed,  the  national 
affembly  was  proceeding  in  its  pa¬ 
triotic  labours.  Several  decrees 
which  refledt  honour  on  their  libe¬ 
rality  of  fentiment  were  paffed.. 
Among  thefe  we  fhall  only  men¬ 
tion  the  decree  which  declares  all 
perfons,  whether  profeffing  the 
catholic  religion  or  not,  eligible 
to  all  offices  and  employments  of  the 
ftate  ;  and  that  which  aboiiffied  the 
barbarous  feudal  principle,  which, 
attached  infamy  to  the  descendants 
of  perfons  executed  for  crimes,  and 
which,  with  us,  is  {till  retained  un¬ 
der  the  unphilofophical  term,  cor¬ 
ruption  of  blood .  On  the  4th  t>£ 
February  the  king  voluntarily  re¬ 
paired 
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paired  to  the  national  a  (Terribly;  and 
“  lamenting,  in  a  long  dilcourfe, 
the  malignant  efforts  of  the  enemies 
of  the  new  conftitution,  he  declared 
folemnly,  that  he  would  defend  it 
to  the  laft  moment  of  his  exiftence  ; 
and  that,  in  concert  with  the  queen, 
it  fhould  be  his  con  Rant  endeavour 
to  educate  his  children  in  the*  facred 
love  of  liberty/’  The  applaufe 
which  was  bellowed  on  this  dif- 
courfe  was  mingled  with  tears  of 
joy  and  gratitude.  As  foon  as  the 
king  was  retired,  the  affembly  de¬ 
creed  a  moll  loyal  addrefs;  and  pro¬ 
fiting  by  the  occafion,  it  was  alfo 
determined  to  adminifter  imme¬ 
diately  to  all  the  members  prefent 
the  civic  oath,  and  that  thofe  who 
were  abfent  fhould  not  be  permitted 
to  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations 
/till  they  had  fubmitted  to  a  fimilar 
ceremony.  The  example  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  whole  city  of  Paris  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  an  addrefs  to 
the  provinces  was  decreed  by  the 
affembly,  to  announce  what  they 
had  already  effedted,  and  what  they 
ftill  propofed  to  do  for  the  entire  re¬ 
generation  of  the  empire. 

The  diforders  of  the  kingdom 
had  not  yet  entirely  fubfided. — At 
Beziers  a  riot  was  occafioned  by 
the  feizure  of  fome  contraband  fait  ; 
and  five  perfons  were  hanged  by  the 
mob.  The  caftles  of  the  nobility 
in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  were 
pillaged  ;  nor  did  thofe  of  the  moll: 
decided  patriots  efcape.  That -of 
M.  Charles  Lameth  was  plundered  ; 
and  that  of  the  duke  d’Aiguillon 
was  threatened,  but  was  faved  by 
the  adlivity  of  the  national  guard. 
As  the  only  rerpedy,  therefore,  to 
thefe  difgraceful  proceedings,  the 
affembly  was  obliged,  in  addition 
to  the  riot  adl  formerly  mentioned, 
to  pafs  a  decree,  which  made  the 
municipality  refponfible  for  what¬ 
ever  damages  might  enfue  from 


riotous  affemblies  of  the  people  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  continuance  of  thefe  adts  of 
violence  furnilhed  the  parliament  of 
Bourdeaux  with  a  pretext  for  ex¬ 
citing  the  country  againft  the  new 
conftitution-:  and  a  kind  of  report 
was  drawn  up  by  the  chamber  of 
vacations  there,  of  the  grievances 
which  the  new  arrangement  had 
brought  upon  the  country.  As  foon 
as  this  matter  was  known  to  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly,  it  was  agitated  with 
much  violence  for  fome  days ;  but 
they  at  length  difmiffed  the  magif- 
trates  of  the  parliament  with  a 
gentle  reproof. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  the  robe  con¬ 
tended  with  their  ufual  chicanery 
afld  addrefs,  the  oppofition  of  the 
clergy  was  not  lefs  violent.  It  mull 
indeed  be  corfeffed,  that  the  pro¬ 
perty  which  the  latter  had  at  ftake 
was  much  more  coniiderabie  than 
that  of  the  former  ;  and  their  claim 
to  that  property  was  much  ftronger 
than  that  which  the  legal  prefeffion 
advanced  in  favour  of  their  monopo¬ 
ly  of  juftice.  Thefe  clamours  were 
increafed  by  the  apprehenlion  that 
the  church  lands  were  fpeedily  to  be 
put  to  fale;  and  as  a  preparatory  ftep, 
the  abolition  of  monaftic  vows  and 
orders  was  agitated  in  the  affembly. 
After  a  clamorous  debate  upon  this 
fubjedt,  which  in  its  own  nature 
fcarcefy  admitted  of  any,  it  was  de¬ 
creed,  4 4  that  in  future  the  affembly 
would  fandtion  no  monaftic  vows  in 
perfons  of  either  fe-£ :  that  the  mo¬ 
naftic  orders  were  from  that  moment 
fuppreffed  in  France  :  that  every  in¬ 
dividual  confined  in  monafteries,  of 
either  fex,  might  be  immediately  re¬ 
leafed  from  their  monaftic  obliga¬ 
tions,  by  giving  in  their  declaratiort 
to  the  municipality,  and  that  fuch 
fhould  be  entitled  to  a  certain  pen- 
fion  ;  but  that  houlbs  fhould  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  reception  and  fupport 
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of  fuch  as  fliould  not  be  difpofed  to 
take  advantage  of  this  decree.5  5 

During  the  difcudibn  of  this  topic 
in  the  adembly  a  voice  was  heard, 
requiring  that  a  decree  fhould  be 
pafled,  folemnly  declaring  that  the 
Roman  catholic  religion  was  the  eda- 
blifhed  religion  of  the  date  ;  and  this 
was  followed  by  a  violent  clamour, 
that  the  church  was  in  danger.  M. 
Dupont  replied,  that  there  could  not 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Roman  catholic 
religion  was  the  religion  of  the  date, 
fince  they  had  appropriated  more 
than  80,000,000  (or  four  millions 
derling)  annually  to  its  fupport.  To 
put  an  entire  termination,  however, 
to  all  fimilar  debates,  the  adembly 
decreed,  “  that  the  attachment  of 
the  nation  to  the  Roman  catholic  re¬ 
ligion  ought  not  to  be  doubted,  Cnee 
the  fupport  of  that  form  of  worfhip 
held  the  fird  rank  in  the  public  ex¬ 
pen  ces.5  5 

Thefe  proceedings  were  fpeedily 
followed  by  a  decree,  authorizing 
the  fale  of  the  church  lands  to  the 
amount  of  80  millions  of  livres  ;  to 
be  difpofed  of  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  legidature  fhould  direCt.  In  the 
mean  time  it  was  determined,  that  a 
number  of  aflignats,  or  notes  of 
credit  upon  thefe  lands,  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  in  payment  on  their  fale, 
fhould  be  iffued  into  circulation.— - 
Some  regulations  were  alfo  made 
refpeCting  the  ranfom  of  the  feudal 
rights,  and  the  temporary  admini- 
dration  of  the  tithes. 

Several  other  financial  arrange¬ 
ments  were  adopted  for  the  eafe 
and  convenience  of  the  people,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  commerce. 
The  taxes  upon  leather,  oil,  foap, 
darch,  and  iron,  were  all  abolifhed. 
But  the  mod  popular  dep  of  the  le¬ 
gidature  was  to  annihilate  for  ever 
the  odious  and  oppreffive  Jroitclega- 
belley  or  fait  tax,  which  had  for  ages 
been  the  caufe  of  continual  feditions 


among  the  people.  Thefe  were  re¬ 
placed  by  a  fmall  addition  to  the 
territorial  taxes.  The  tax  on  to¬ 
bacco  has  fince  been  abolifhed ;  and 
from  that  period  tobacco  and  fait  are 
become,  what  they  were  not  before, 
confiderable  articles  of  commerce 
in  France.  In  fine,  that  no  unlaw¬ 
ful  redriCtion  fnould  remain  upon 
commerce,  the  trade  to  the  Ead  In¬ 
dies  was  declared  free  and  open  to 
the  whole  nation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  adembly 
was  not  inattentive  to  that  great, 
and  neeedarv  tafk,  the  reform  of  the 
jurifprudence.  In  aimod  every  na¬ 
tion  of  Europe  the  laws  are  founded 
upon  an  equivocal  bads  ;  the  druc- 
ture  is  heterogeneous  and  inconfif- 
tent,  and  the  practice  confequently 
difficult,  expendve,  and  uncertain.. 
They  are  either  founded  upon  the 
voluminous  code  of  the  Roman  law,, 
or  they  are  derived  from  feudal; 
principles,  which  are  now  obfolete 
and  barbarous.  Thus  the  fources 
of  European  jurifprudence  have  po 
connection  or  analogy  with  the 
manners  or  the  fpirit  of  the  times 
and  the  DraCtice  of  the  courts  is  ne- 

1. 

cedarily  fometimes  in  contradiction; 
to  the  principles  of  the  feudal? 
laws,  and  at  others  abfurdly  di¬ 
rected  by  them.  The  precedents 
which  are  founded  upon  thefe  un¬ 
certain  and  obfolete  principles  arc 
too  voluminous  to  be  ufeful,  too 
contradictory  to  be  juft.  The 
laws  thenifelves,  indead  of  being 
fimple,  and  obvious  to  the  capa¬ 
cities  of  the  people,  are  more 
deeply  involved  in  mydery  than  the 
mod  abftrufe  fpeculations  of  fchool 
divinity  :  they  are  dudied,  not  to 
be  underdood,  but  to  be  difputed 
and  the  people  are  governed  by  a 
collection  of  maxims  of  which  they 
know  as  little  as  of  the  code  of 
China  or  Indodan.  In  no  country 
was  this  the  cafe  more  than  in 

France* 
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France,  and  in  fcarcely  any  were 
the  expences  of  lawfuits  more  griev- 
oufly  oppreffive.  The  affembly  at 
once  Amplified  the  laws,  and  placed 
juitice  within  the  reach  of  the  poor ; 
by  ordering  that  it  fhould  be  gratui- 
toufly  admimjlered.  It  reftored  the 
excellent  inllitution  of  juries  in  cri¬ 
minal  cafes,  though  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  they  have  not  yet  ex¬ 
tended  that  inllitution  to  civil 
caufes,  where  it  is  Hill  more  effen- 
tial  to  an  uncorrupt  adminiilration 
of  juftice. 

The  abolition  of  the  feudal  te¬ 
nures  affe&ed  materially  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  fome  of  the  princes  of  Ger¬ 
many  who  had  poffeffions  in  France  : 
to  thefe  the  French  legiflature  de¬ 
creed  a  compenfation ;  but  the  preju¬ 
dices  or  the  policy  of  thofe  noble¬ 
men  have  not  yet  permitted  them 
to  accept  of  any. 

In  the  regulation  of  their  own 
Weft  India  colonies  aflill  more  dif¬ 
ficult  talk  was  impofed  upon  the 
national  affembly  ;  and  as  thefe  af¬ 
fairs  have  been  much  fpoken  of,  but 
not  generally  underftood,  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  Hate  them  as  authen¬ 
tically  as  we  can,  and  as  copioufly  as 
our  limits  will  admit.  When  the 
national  affembly  firft  proclaimed 
the  rights  of  men  and  citizens,  the 
fugar  iflands  trembled,  in  the  appre- 
henlion  that  the  two  moft  cruel  out¬ 
rages  againft  humanity,  fiavery  and 
the  Have  trade,  were  about  to  be 
abolifhed.  The  enlightened  policy 
of  the  united  ftates  of  America  had 
fet  the  example ;  and  a  confide- 
rable  majority  of  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  demanded  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  Have  trade  with  a  per¬ 
emptory  voice.  The  moft  unjuft 
fufpicions  had  pervaded  the  iflands 
of  the  intentions  of  the  negroes  ; 
which  united  to  the  diftruft  in 
which  the  planters  held  the  views 
of  the  affembly,  contributed  to  pro¬ 


duce  a  general  ferment  in  the  fruftcf# 
of  the  white  inhabitants. 

St. 1  Domingo  above  all  was  de£» 
lined  to  be  the  fatal  theatre  of 
commotion  and  of  bloodfhed.  This 
ifland  is  divided  into  three  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  north,  the  fouth,  and 
the  weft ;  but  thefe  are  united  under 
one  governor  general,  and  one 
intendant.  It  appears  that  fo 
early  as  the  month  of  June  17 89, 
the  deputies  from  this  ifland  nego- 
ciated  with  the  minifter  of  marine 
concerning  the  new  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  intended  for  the 
colony.  It  was  however  the  27th 
of  September  before  any  thing  de- 
cifive  was  determined  ;  and  then  the 
minifter  of  marine  addreffed  to  the 
governor  and  intendant  an  order  to 
convoke  the  inhabitants  for  the 
purpofe  of  forming  a  legiflative  af¬ 
fembly  for  interior  regulation,  &c. 

The  minifter’s  letter  arrived  too 
late  in  the  ifland  ;  three  committees 
were  already  formed  for  the  three 
provinces  :  thofe  of  the  fouth  and 
weft  ftill  preferved  a  communication 
with  the  adminiilration,  and  with  the 
metropolis  ;  but  that  of  the  north, 
which  was  alfembled  at  the  Cape, 
manifefted  very  different  principles. 
It  declared  that  the  full  power  of 
the  northern  province  was  legally 
veiled  in  itfelf,  and  that  any  other 
affembly  would  be  feditious,  and 
would  rather  obftruCt  than  promote 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  order.  It 
prefumed  to  control  the  execu¬ 
tive  government  ;  it  continued  in 
tlieir  fun&ions  for  a  time  the  public 
officers  ;  but  it  neverthelefs  intercep¬ 
ted  the  minifterial  difpatches,  made 
fome  alteration  in  the  taxes,  and  in 
the  adminiilration  of  juftice  ;  it  even 
imprifoned  M.  Dubois,  deputy  pro- 
cureur  general,  for  having  faid  that 
the  fiavery  of  the  negroes  was  an 
infraction  of  general  liberty.  The 
*  neceffary  coniequence  was  a  conteft 
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between  the  committee  and  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power. — M.  Peynier,  the  go¬ 
vernor',  annulled  by  a  decree  of  the 
lupreme  council  all  the  refolutions 
of  the  committee  ;  forbad  the  impri¬ 
sonment  of  M.  Dubois,  and  or¬ 
dered  an  account  of  all  thefe  fabls  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  national  affem- 
bly. — On  the  other  hand  the  decree 
of  the  governor  and  council  was  de¬ 
clared  invalid  by  the  rebellious  af- 
iembly,  who  chofe  a  commander  in 
chief  of  their  militia,  and  were  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  hoflile  meafures  ;  but  the 
prudence  and  moderation  of  M.  de 
Peynier  for  a  while  at  leaft  repreffed 
their  violence* 

The  free  people  of  colour  (fo  all 
the  (hades  between  black  and  white 
are  termed),  who  formed  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  population,  and  pof- 
fefifed  a  great  part  of  the  property 
of  the  bland,  conduced  themfelves 
in  a  very  different  manner.  The 
unjuft  arrogance  of  the  whites  had 
placed  them  in  a  date  of  degrada¬ 
tion,  and  infulted  with  opprobrium 
every  perfon  who  bore  the  fmallefl 
relation  to  the  defpifed  African  race. 
As  the  abolition  of  all  abfurd  arid 
oppreffive  prejudices  was  one  of  the 
hr  it  principles  fandlioned  by  the 
Trench  revolution,  thefe  depreciated 
perfons  were  induced  to  hope  that 
tlie  day  was  at  hand,  when  a  barba¬ 
rous  prejudice,  which  branded  them 
with  the  feal  of  infamy,  fhould  no 
longer  exifU  In  the  courfe  of  No¬ 
vember  1 789,' the  people  of  colour 
were  affembled  in  the  different  pa¬ 
rities  for  the  purpofe  of  advancing 
a  modeft  claim  to  the  common  rights 
of  citizens,  arid  on  the  19th  they 
prefented  an  humble  memorial  to 
the  affembly  adapted  to  that  pur¬ 
pofe.  Such  an  ail  of  infolence,  as 
it  was  termed,  irritated  at  once  the 
offended  pride  of  the  whites  ;  they 
caufed  the  deputies  to  be  arrefted, 
and  threatened  to  hang  them  on  the 
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fpot,  if  they  refufed  to  difclofe  the 
name  of  the  perfon  who  drew  up 
their  addrefs.  It  proved  to  be  a 
M.  Ferrand,  a  procureur  of  the 
king.— He  was  therefore  immedi- 
atly  fent  for  and  interrogated.  He 
declared  himfelf  with  a  becoming 
firmnefs  the  author  of  the  paper 
which  they  termed  feditious,  and 
proclaimed  himfelf  the  defender  of 
the  caufe.  Without  further  cere¬ 
mony  or  procefs,  they  ordered  his 
head  to  be  flruck  off  by  the  com¬ 
mon  executioner,  and  the  fentenee 
was  inflantly  performed. 

The  outrages  and  perfecution 
which  were  commenced  upon  the 
people  of  colour  immediately  after 
this  tranfailion  knew  no  bounds. 
On  the  nights  of  the  26th  and  27th 
of  November  the  whites  of  the 
committee  of  Aquin,  in  three  bands, 
fell  upon  their  habitations,  under  the 
pretence  of  fearching  for  treafonable 
correfpondence.  Among  others, 
thef?  ruffians  repaired  to  the  houfe 
of  a  M.  Labadie.  This  refpedlable 
old  gentleman  was  at  that  mefcnent 
repofing  quietly  in  his  bed.  They 
burfl  open  his  dpor,  and  informed 
him,  without  further  preface,  that 
they  were  come  for  his  head.  Five- 
and-twenty  mufkets  were  inflantly 
fired  at  him,  and  his  young  child 
was  murdered  at  his  fide.  Though 
defperately  wounded,  he  had  kill 
ftren-gth  enough  left  to  defend  him¬ 
felf  ;  and  as  they  knew  he  had  fco 
negroes  by  whom  he  was  adored, 
and  whom  a  fingle  call  would  have 
brought  upon  them,  they  confeiited 
to  a  kind  of  compromift,  that  they 
would  fpare  his  life  for  the  prefent, 
if  he  wrould  make  no  refiftance,  but 
go  along  with  them  and  fubmit  to  a 
trial.  He  was  immediately,  without 
dreffing  his  wounds,  put  to  the  bar  $ 
and  after  a  mock  examination  his 
head  was  going  to  be  taken  off,  had 
he  not  been  refeued  ffiota  the  execu* 
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tioner  by  the  intrepidity  of  a  perfoit 
of  the  name  of  Maigret,  who  came 
to  his  afiiftanceat  the  head  of  a  final! 
party. 

With  a  patience  and  magnanimity 
highly  honourable  to  the  people  of 
colour,  they  tranfmitted  an  account 
of  thefe  proceedings  to  the  national 
aflembly,  anddeclared  that, whatever 
might  be  the  refultof  their  petition, 
they  would  fubmit  to  it3  decifion. 
Such  was  not  the  language  of  the 
white  colonifts,  of  their  deputies,.- 
and  of  the  merchants  who  traded 
with  them.  They  reprefented  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  other  party 
as  infolent  and  treafonable,  and  de-- 
nounced  no  lefs  than  deftruftion  on 
the  colony,  fhould  any  refolution  in 
favour  of  the  black  inhabitants  be 
palled  by  the  legiflature. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  national  aflembly 
tor  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  took,  the  unfortunate  deter¬ 
mination  to  temporize,  and  not  to 
efFedt  anything  of  a  definitive  na¬ 
ture.  By  their  recommendation  a 
.decree  was  palled,  which  “  autho¬ 
rized  the  inhabitants  of  every  colony 
to  make  known  their  fentiments  to 
the  aflembly,  concerning  that  plan 
of  interior  legiilation  which  would 
be  mofl  conducive  to  their  profpe- 
rity;  which  functioned  the  illegal 
affernblies  already  elected,  and  re¬ 
commended  in  places  where  there 
were  none  the  fpeedy  election  of 
fimilar  bodies.  To  the  decree  was 
tacked  a  declaration,  that  the  af- 
fembly  would  not  innovate  diredtly 
or  indirectly  any  fyftem  of  com¬ 
merce,  with  which  the  welfare  of 
the  colonies  was  connected  which 
declaration  was  generally  underfiood 
as  a  function  of  the  African  have 
trade.  ^ 

This  decree,  which  was  palled  on 
the  8th  of  March  1790,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  well  intended,  but  it  was  a* 


certainly  a  moft  injudicious  meafurer^ 
The  aflembly  had  not  the  daring  in»- 
humanity  to  decree  decifively  the 
fubjugation  of  the  free  people  of  co¬ 
lour  ;  but  it  had  not  the  courage 
to  do  them  juftice,  to  reftore  them 
to  the  common  rights  of  citizens*, 
and  annihilate  a  fenfelefs  prejudice 
founded  folely  on  a  difference  of 
complexion..  By  leaving  the  adjudg¬ 
ment  of  the  government  to  the  co-~ 
ionifts  themfelves,  they  might  be 
laid  to  have  paffed  an  adl  fubverfive 
at  once  of  all  order,  and  declaratory 
of  civil  war  ;•  and  unfortunately  the  - 
preliminary  article  to  this  adjuftment- 
was  undefined,  for  they  had  left  un¬ 
determined  the  defeription  or  clafs 
of  men  who  were  to  accomplilh  the 
very  object  of  the  decree.  Hence, 
and  hence  only, have  originated  thofe~ 
dreadful  contefts  and  infiirredtions- 
which  have  defolated  the  ifland  of' 
St.  Domingo  ;  confequences  which? 
the  fagacity  and  penetration  of  Mi- 
rabeau  anticipated,  and  would  have 
averted.  He  and  M.  Cazales  both- 
afeended  the  tribune  to  deprecate 
the  palling  of  the  decree  ;  but  fuch< 
was  the  influence  of  the  colonifts  in> 
the  aflembly,  that  they  were  not 
heard. 

We  liave  already  intimated,  that  a= 
committee  was  appointed  fo-r  the 
purpofe  of  enquiring  into  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  public  money  in  pen- 
fions  and  donations ;  and  it  was  found 
that  a  regifter  was  kept  by  the  mi-~ 
nilters,  under  the  name  of  the  Red 
Rook  yin.  which  every  penfion  or  gift 
was  entered  in  the  hand-writing  of 
the  comptroller-general  of  the  fi¬ 
nances,  and  checked  by  the  king 
himfelf.  At  the  preffing  inftance-  of 
the  committee,  this  book,  was  com¬ 
municated  to  them  on  the  15th  of 
March.  The  communication  was 
made  under  llrong  circumftances  of 
referve  and  delicacy.  The  king  en- 
treated-that  the  profufe  expence s  of 
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Jfiis  grandfather  might  -be  kept  from 
the  public  eye  ;  and  the  committee 
promifed  M.  Neckar,  it  is  faid,  that 
no  part  of  it  fhould  be  divulged 
which  might  in  any  refpe&hurt  the 
feelings  of  his  majefty.  The  poffef- 
fion  of  fuch  a  depofitory  was  how¬ 
ever  too  important  an  advantage  in 
the  hands  of  the  popular  party  not 
to  be  employed ;  it  was,  therefore, 
not  without  furprife  and  indignation 
that  M.  Neckar  faw  thfs  regifter  in 
a  few  days  committed  to  the  prefs  ; 
and  when  he  demanded  why  they 
had  prefumed  to  publifh  it  without 
the  permiffion  of  the  affembly  and 
the  king,  he  received  for  anfvver — 
u  That  as  to  the  affembly,  they  were 
certain  of  its  approbation  ;  and  as 
to  the  king,  they  were  not  his  re- 
prefentatives.”  Of  this  proceeding 
we  can  only  obferve,  that  it  would 
not  have  been  eafy  for  the  committee 
to  reconcile  the  fuppreffion  of  this 
catalogue  of  public  depredations 
with  their  duty  to  their  conditu- 
ents  ;  but  certainly  the  publication 
ought  to  have  been  condu&ed  in  a 
manner  more  honourable  to  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  a  great  nation. 

The  publication  of  the  Red  Book 
difclofed  a  feries  of  extravagance  and 
iniquity  perhaps  unparalleled.  Such 
was  the  profufion  of  one  minifler 
alone,  M.  Calonne,  that  under  his 
fhort  adminiftration  it  appeared  rhat, 
independent  of  their  immenfe  re¬ 
venues,  the  two  brothers  of  the  king 
had  committed  depredations  on  the 
public  treafury  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  two  millions  fterling ;  that  up¬ 
wards  of  i,ioo,ocol.  of  this  had 
fallen  to  the  fiiare  of  the  count 
d’ Artois  ;  and  that  the  fame  minifler 
had  undertaken  moreover  to  dif- 
charge  the  debts  of  this  prince, 
amounting  to  nearly  one  million  Iter- 
ling  befides.  Among  the  donations 
and  benefactions  alfo,  fome  ap¬ 
peared  of  the  mod  fingular  deferip- 


tion  :  among  others  was  recorded  a 
prefent  of  600,000 1.  to  an  indivi¬ 
dual  for  his  important  fervices— and 
thefe  fervices  fo  important  to  the 
Hate  were,  that  he  was  maiire  <1* hotel 
to  his  own  wife,  madarne  de  Po- 
lignac  ! 

The  hfagreement  which  took 
place,  upon  the  publication  of  the 
Red  Book,  between  the  minifler  of 
finance  and  M.  Camus  and  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  of  pen- 
fions,  contributed  greatly  to  the  de- 
dru&ion  of  M.  Neckar’s  popularity, 
which  was  already  on  the  decline. 
Another  objection  which  was  raffed 
again!!  him  by  his  enemies  related 
to  his  plan  of  creating  a  board  of 
treafury,  which  fhould  have  a  con- 
ftant  control,  and  which  fhould  be 
continually  occupied  in  apportioning 
the  expences  of  the  ftate  ;  but  the 
only  circumftance  which  it  appears 
they  were  able  to  infill  upon  in  op- 
polition  to  this  plan  of  the  mini  iter 
was,  that  his  board  was  chiefly  fe- 
leCted  from  the  members  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly,  and  they  had  already 
decreed  that  none  of  their  members 
could  accept  of  appointments  under 
the  executive  government.  Another 
more  reafonabie  caufe,  which  acce¬ 
lerated  the  unpopularity  of  this  great 
and  upright  minifler,  was,  that  he 
had  not  been  forward  to  promote 
the  creation  and  circulation  of  af- 
fignats,  though  it  certainly  appeared 
the  only  meafure  which  was  likely 
to  reftore  the  finances,  and  retrieve 
the  credit  of  the  nation. 

M.  Neckar  was  pot  the  only  one 
of  the  king’s  miniders  who  fell  un¬ 
der  the  difpleafure  of  the  people. 
The  count  de  St.  Pried  was  fufpeCl- 
ed,  and  apparently  not  quite  with¬ 
out  caufe,  of  treasonable  defigns.  A 
M.  Bonne  Savardin,  who  was  con¬ 
nected  with  M.  Maillebois,  had  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying  on  a  negociation 
between  that  general  and  the  ei> 
F  2  princess 
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princes,  to  effedl  a  counter-revolu¬ 
tion.  Upon  an  information,  how¬ 
ever,  given  to  the  committee  of  re- 
iearch  by  M.  Maflot  de  Grand-mai- 
fon,  fecretary  to  M.  Maillebois,  the 
whole  fcheme  was  detedled.  The 
general  himfelf  fled  ;  but  M.  Bonne 
Savardin  was  feized,  and  among  his 
papers  were  found  minutes  of  a  con- 
verfation  between  him  and  M.  St. 
pried,  which  indicated  no  inconfi- 
derabie  portion  of  difaffection  in 
that  mini  her.  The  other  members 
of  adminldration  were  fcarcely  more 
popular  ;  and  but  little  confidence 
was  repofed  in  the  patriotifm  of 
either  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  or  the 
archbifliop  of  Bourdeaux. 

Sufpicirn  and  difeonteftt  were 
not  indeed  confined  to  the  metiro- 
polis,  but  feemed  at  this  unhappy 
period  to  pervade  the  whole  king¬ 
dom.  At  Lyons  a  corps  of  volun¬ 
teers  was  inftituted,  who  refufed  to 
mix  with  the  city  militia ;  and  but 
for  the  judicious  conduit  of  the 
Swifs  regiment  d’Anibert,  which 
was  quartered  there,  the  whole  city 
might  have  become  the  theatre  of 
the  mod  ihocking  barbarity-  At 
Toulon,  a  formidable  in  furred!  ion 
took  place  among  the  workmen  in 
the  arfenal,  under  the  pretence  of 
demanding  the  liberty  of  three 
failors  who  were  confined  for  feme 
offence,  and  was  with  difficulty 
quelled  by  the  national  guard.  At 
Marfeilles  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and  two  hundred  dragoons  were 
dationed  under  the  command  of  M, 
d* Ambers,  colonel  of  one  of  the  re¬ 
giments.  This  officer  is  acetified  of 
having  grofsly  infulted  the  national 
guard.  Be  this  as  it  may,  his  con¬ 
duit  proved  in  fiome  way  offenfive 
to.  the  patriotifm  or  the  prejudices 
of  the  municipality  and  the  citizens. 
An  order  was  obtained  from  the 
king  for  the  removal  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  ;  but  as  the  commanders  ap- 


H  AND 

peared  rather  tardy  in  the  execution1 
of  this  order,  a  troop  of  young  men," 
to  the  number  of  thirty,  concerted 
a  dratagem  for  the  purpofe  of  feiz- 
ing  forcibly  the  fortrefs,  and  expell¬ 
ing  the  garrifon,  which  they  fuecefs- 
fully  eft'edted  on  the  night  of  the 
29th  of  April.  The  fortrefs,  with 
tliofe  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  John, 
were  demoliffied  :  on  the  latter  of 
thefe  for^s  human  nature  had  been 
for  almoft  a  century  infulted  by  a 
Latin  infeription :  “  This  tower  was 
ereiled  by  Louis  XIV.  left  his  faith¬ 
ful  people  of  Marfeilles  fhould  become 
infatuated  with  the  love  of  liberty/* 

In  a  fimilar  in  furred! ion  at  Va¬ 
lence,  the  vifeount  de  Voiftn  was 
torn  by  the  populace  froffi  the  hands 
of  the  national  guard,  and  murdered. 
In  his  pocket  the  traces  of  a  trea¬ 
sonable  correfpondence  were  faid  to 
be  found  ;  though  fuch  evidence, 
we  mud  confcfs,  ought  always  to  fie 
regarded  with  fu fp ici o n , fin c e , i f  there 
is  a  defign  to  take'  away  the  life  or 
charad!er  of  any  man,  nothing  is 
more  eafiy  than  to  forge  a  letter. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  enemies 
of  the  revolution  were  not  lefs  for¬ 
ward  than  their  adverfaries  in  excit¬ 
ing  difturbances  and  infurredtions. 
Religion  was  a  pretext  which  was 
eagerly  feized  by  the  difafFedled,  and 
the  fanaticifm  of  the  multitude  wa& 
but  too  fuccefsfully  wrought  on.— 
In  the  metropolis,  the  populace  took 
but  little  intereft  in  the  fate  of  the 
church  ^  and  though  the  clergy  had 
aifembled  in  the  church  of  the  Ca¬ 
puchins  SF.  Honore,  to  proteft 
again  ft  the  fale  of  the  lands,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  national  affemblyy 
their  declaration,  like  all  impotent 
menaces,  produced  only  a  fmile  of 
contempt.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
proceeding,  they  reproached  the  ^af- 
fembly  for  not  having  formally  de¬ 
clared  a  national  religion:  “  Why>#* 
faid  Mirabeau,  “  have  they  not  rs- 
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proached  us  for  negle&ing  to  de-  and  to  the  fervice  of  their  country, 
dare  that  the  fun  is  the  har  of  the  As  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
nation,  and  that  no  other  fhall  be  dilfeminate  the  principles  of  diftruft 
acknowledged  or  permitted  to  regu-  or  difunion  through  this  body,  a 
late  the  fucceffion  of  dayand  night  ?”  plan  was  concerted  by  the  ari /lo¬ 
in  the  provinces,  the  efforts  of  the  cratic  party  to  raife  up  another  mi¬ 
re  fradtory  clergy  were  more  fuccefs-  litary  force  in  oppofi.tion  to  it,  and 
ful.  In  the  louth  particularly,  which  a  corps  of  volunteers  was  inhi- 
bad  been  the  theatre  of  religious  tilted.  In  ehablifhing  the  muni- 
war,  and  where  the  two  parties  of  cipality  alfo,  the  fame  party  had 
catholic  and  proteftant  if  ill  regarded  taken  care  to  fill  the  vacant  offices 
each  other  with  a  due  degree  of  with  their  creatures  ;  and  one  of  the 
theological  animolity,  the  confe-  firft  adts  of  thefe  magihrates  was 
quences  were  truly  ferioii3.  At  to  demand  from  the  commander 
Xouloufe  the  pious  feafon,  when  of  the  national  guard  the  keys  of 
they  celebrated  the  makacre  of  the  arfenal  where  the  arms  were  de- 
the  Albigenfes,  was  cholcn  for  pofited.  The  requilition  was  peace- 
the  circulation  of  an  inflammatory  ably  complied  with,  and  it  proved 
addrefs.  On  the  1 8th  of  April  the  fir  ft  effedt  of  a  fatal  copfpiracy. 
a  large  aflembly  of  fanatics  was  col-  After  fome  other  proceedings  which 
ledted  in  the  hall  of  the  Great  An-  indicated  a  fettled  fyftem  of  hofti- 
guilins  :  hence  they  adjourned  un-  lity,  about  the  beginning  of  April 
dcr  the  command  of  a  M.  du  Iiarry  meetings  were  held  in  the  churches, 
to  the  Senefchaflfee,  where  the  apoftle  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  petition- 
of  this  crufade,  as  a  maker-piece  of  ing  the  aiTembly  to  preferve  the  epif- 
policy,  contrived  fomewhere  to  hide  copal  chair  of  Montaubon,  and  the 
the  bull  of  the  king.  Some  young  religious  houfes ;  while  no  means 
men  of  the  national  guard,  however,  were  omitted  in  thefe  meetings  at 
happening  to  difeover  it,  fortunately  the  fame  time  to  inflame  the  popu- 
contrived  to  turn  the  plot  again  ft  its  lace  againfl  the  national  guard,  as 
.author  :  for,  immediately  on  difeo-  a  body  chiefly  compofed  of  infidels 
vering  the  bull,  they  drew  their  and  heretics.,  I n  oppofltion  to  thefe 
fabi  *es  ;  and  fhouting  Five  le  roi,  they  hokile  keps,  the  patriotic  foldiers 
forced  their  officers,  and  many  others  adopted  in  their  own  defence  only 
who  were  fufpedted  of  ill  deflgns,  the  peaceable  meaftire  of  tranfmit- 
to  take  the  civic  oath.  The  muni-  ting  to  the  national  aflembly  an  ac- 
cipality  foon  after  appeared  ;  and  count  of  thefe  proceedings,  and  at 
having  quelled  the  tumult,  they  the  fame  time  of  endeavouring  to 
fWdlly  forbad  the  renewal  of  thefe  prevent  the  creation  of  new  corn- 
treafonable  affemblies.  panies  of  volunteers,  by  a  declara- 

What  was  only  a  feeble  and  abor-  tion  that  they  were  ready  to  enrol 
tive  attempt  at  Touloufe  was  at  in  the  old  companies  every  citizen 
Montaubon  a  mok  alarming  corn-  who  manifefted  a  dilpofltion  to  ferve 
motion.  The  proteflants  of  that  his  country.  While  affairs  remained 
place  amounted  to  about  one-fixth  in  this  hate,  the  municipality  ap- 
of  the  population.  They  lived  in  pointed  the  loth  of  May  for  viflt- 
perfedt  harmony  with  the  catholics,  ing  the  live  religious  communities, 
and  compoled  in  conjunction  with  and  making  the  inventory  of  their 
them  the  national  guard,  a  body  of  effedts,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  the 
men  devoted  to  the  new  conflitutiori  26th  of  March.  The  commiffioners 
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were  no  fooner  named  to  proceed 
upon  this  duty,  than  they  found 
themfelves  interrupted  by  a  riotous 
snob  compofed  chiefly  of  women  : 
foon  after  a  fimilar  aftemblage  was 
collected  oppofite  the  houfe  of  the 
commandant  general,  and  another 
at.  the  Cordeliers,  breathing  indig¬ 
nation  and  defir  udtion  againft  the 
heretics.  The  municipality  was 
then  fitting,  and  the  patriots  earn- 
eflly  befought  them  to  permit  the 
national  guard  to  arm  for  the  relief 
of  the  city  .  The  company  of  dra¬ 
goons,  which  was  chiefly  compofed 
of  proteftants,  were  particularly  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  mob,  who  exclaimed 
that  it  was  now  time  to  facrifice 
thefe  heretics.  In  Head  of  permitting 
them  to  arm  in  their  own  defence, 
the  perfidious  magillrates  ordered 
the  dragoons  to  retire. — To  retire 
was  now  become  impoffible  without 
the  lofs  of  their  lives.  In  this  def- 
perate  extremity  they  took  the  refo- 
lution  of  throwing  themfelves  into 
the  corps-du-garde,  where  with  a 
few  bad  arms  they  hoped  to  make 
fome  hand  againft  the  fury  of  the 
populace.  Unfortunately  they  were 
without  ammunition,,  and  the  mob 
dire&ed  a  defperate  and  continued 
fire  againft  the  windows  of  the 
corps-du-garde.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  befieged  hung  out  a  white 
handkerchief  as  entreating  clemen¬ 
cy.  In  the  very  add  of  fubmiffion 
five  of  the  dragoons  were  killed, 
and  the  mob  immediately  began  to 
pud  down  the  walls.  Happily  the 
regiment  of  Languedoc  was  fta- 
tioned  not  far  diftant,  and  in  this 
dangerous  crifis  anived  time  enough 

-  .  O 

to  lave  the  lives  of  the  remaining 
dragoons.  The  regiment  was  juft 
ftrong  enough  to  protedf  them,  as 
they  were  conducted,  covered  over 
with  blood  and  wounds,  from  the 
fcene  of  their  fufferings  to  the  com- 
imw  prifam,  where  the  enraged  mul¬ 


titude  fliil  continued  aftembled, 
moft  brutally  afking  for  their  heads, 
and  exclaiming,  “  Down  with  the 
nation  !’*  v_ 

The  news  of  thofe  intolerant  pro¬ 
ceedings  no  fooner  reached  Bour- 
deaux,  than  a  patriotic  army  was  de¬ 
tached  for  the  purpofe  of  avenging 
the  cruel  ou  rages  committed  on 
their  fellow-foldiers,  and  reftoring 
the  tranquillity  of  Montaubon.  From 
Touloufe  a  fimilar  expedition  pro¬ 
ceeded.  The  regiment  of  Langue¬ 
doc  refufed  to  a£I  againft  thefe  pa¬ 
triotic  armies,  though  urged  by  its" 
commanding  officer,  who  was  in 
the  ariftocratic  intereft.  Fortu¬ 
nately  M.  Dumas,  the  commiflary 
of  the  king,  arrived  in  time  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  conteft  which  would  proba-, 
bly  have  terminated  in  a  dreadful 
carnage.  At  his  inflance  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  Bourdeaux  retired 
without  entering  the  city,  and  the 
prifoners  were  honourably  releafed, 
and  carried  in  triumph  to  Bour¬ 
deaux,  as  the  confefTors  of  liberty. 

The  fame  indecent  feenes  which 
had  been  rehearfed  at  Touloufe  and 
performed  at  Montaubon,  were  re¬ 
peated  at  Nirnes.  The  population 
of  that  city  amounted  to  about  fifty 
thoufand  fouls,  the  quarter  part  of 
whom  were  proteftants.  No  religi¬ 
ous  diftindlion  was  obferved  in 
forming  the  national  guard,  nor  was 
it  till  after  many  efforts  that  the 
fpirit  of  fanaticilm  could  be  excited 
in  the  inhabitants.  When  the  mu- 
nicioalitv,  however,  came  to  be 
eledled,  the  priefts  and  monks  were 
affiduous  in  engaging  the  citizens 
bv  oath  not  to  give  their  vote  to 
any  proteftant.  By  a  fimilar  courfe 
of  intrigue  and  faction,  M.  Mar¬ 
guerites,  one  of  the  noble  and  pro- 
tefting  members  -of  the  aftembly, 
was  eledfed  mayor ;  and  Iris  inftal- 
lation  was  marked  by  a  proceeding 
which  was  a  proper  omen  df  what 

was 
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'-was  to  follow.  At  Nimes  a  number 
'.of  forks  or  halberds  had  been  ma¬ 
nufactured  for  the  purpofe  of  arm¬ 
ing  the  catholic  party  ;  and  at  the 
♦ceremony  of  his  installation,  feveral 
.perfons  of  the  militia  appeared  armed 
with  thefe  weapons,  contrary  to  the 
cxprefs  order  of  the  commandant  of 
?the  national  guard. 

The  tollowing  day,  one  of  the 
ferjeants  who  had  in  this  manner 
tra'nfgreffed  the  orders  of  his  com¬ 
manding  officer,  was  reproached 
with  his  difobedience.  He  replied, 
that  he  was  authorifed  by  the  mayor. 
A  proteftant  ferjeant  who  happened 
to  be  prefent  obliged  the  other  to 
follow  him  to  that  magifirate,  who 
denied  the  fa£l,  and  ordered  the  ca¬ 
tholic  ferjeant  to  be  imprifoned  for 
half  an  hour.  Such  a  lentence  was 
confidered  rather  as  a  triumph  than 
as  a  punifhment ;  and  he  was  no 
fooner  releafed,  than  with  an  im- 
menfe  troop  of  defperadoes  he  re¬ 
paired  to  the  houfe  of  the  proteftant 
■ferjeant,  who  was  fortunate  enough 
to  efcape  by  a  back  way.  The 
alarm  foon  fpread  in  almoft  every 
quarter  ;  the  proteftants  were  every 
where  attacked,  and  feveral  of  them 
grievoufly  wounded. 

The  city  continued  in  a  ftate  of 
ferment,  owing  to  the  defire  of  the 
,magiftrates  to  difarm  gradually  the 
national  guard,  and  infilling  on  their 
faking,  befides  the  ufual  civic  oath, 
a  particular  oath  of  obedience  and 
fubmiffion  to  themfclves.  Ou  the 
j2  lit  of  April  twenty  companies  were 
affembled  for  this  purpofe,  when  the 
general  cry  was,  “  Long  live  the 
king,  down  with  the  nation,  cut  the 
-throats  of  the  blacks  !”  fo  they 
'termed  the  proteftants.  In  a  few 
days  after  an  incendiary  libel  was 
diftributed  among  the  regiment  of 
Guyenne,  entitled,  “  Important  ad¬ 
vice  to  the  French  army;”  the  an¬ 
ti-patriots  in  general,  and  even  feme 


companies  of  the  military,  put  on  the 
white  cockade,  the  lignal  of  rebek 
lion  ;  feveral  tumults  were  excited 
by  contefts  betweeen  the  different 
parties  ;  and  on  the  ^lh  of  May  the 
devaftation  and  carnage  would  have 
been  univerfal,  had  not  the  regiment 
of  Guyenne  infilled  on  the  mayor 
proclaiming  the  martial  law,  which 
once  more  reftored  tranquillity  and 
order. 

M.  Marguerites  was  cited  before 
the  national  affemblv  to  anfwer  for 

v  J 

thefe  diforders ;  but  his  defence 
was  ingenious,  and  the  tendernefs  of 
his  colleagues  for  a  member  of  their 
own  body  prevented  the  infliction 
of  puniffiment.  On  the  4th  of  jjune 
the  difeontents  and  diforders  were 
renewed  before  the  gate  of  the  pa¬ 
lace,  where  the  eledoral  body  were 
affembled.  The  rebellious  compa¬ 
nies  who  had  worn  the  white  coc¬ 
kade  would  forcibly  prevent  the 
dragoons  and  the  regiment  of  Guy¬ 
enne  from  forming  the  patrols, 
and  doing  the  regular  duty  of  the 
city.  They  openly  attacked  the 
unarmed  dragoons,  fired  on  the  ci¬ 
tizens  from  the  windows,  and  in- 
r-trenched  themfelvee  in  a  tower  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  houfe  of  M.  Froment. 
After  feme  attempts  at  a  parley, 
which  it  is  faid  were  broken  by  the 
firing  of  the  ariftocrats,  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Guyenne  forced  the  tower; 
and  on  both  fides  about  twenty-four 
perfons  were  killed. 

Innumerable  jealoufies  took  place 
between  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
the  different  regiments  ;  and  in  one 
of  thefe  cwntefts  the  vifeount  de 
Mirabeau  ran  off  with  the  colours  of 
his  regiment,  but  was  purfued,  and 
obliged  to  furrender  them.  In  the 
capital  the  fame  caufes  operated  to  . 
promote  difunion  and  diftruft  :  and 
this,  united  to  the  hafty  and  impe¬ 
tuous  fpirit  of  the  French  nation, 
was  frequently  oa  the  point  of  be- 
F  4  traying 
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traying  them  into  the  moll  defpe- 
rate  exceffes.  An  inftance  of  this 
kind  occurred  on  the  19th  of  May, 
which  is  worthy  of  being  recorded. 
On  that  day  an  unfortunate  man  was 
detected  in  the  a£t  of  dealing  a  fack 
of  oats.  Some  foldiers  of  the  na¬ 
tional  guard  took  him  immediately 
under  their  protection,  and  were 
conveying  him  as  a  prifoper  to  the 
Chatelet ;  but  the  populace,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  inflidting  fum- 
mary  judice,  tore  him  from  the  fol¬ 
diers,  and  were  in  the  adt  of  beating 
him  to  death  with  their  clubs,  when 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  happened 
to  pafs  by  the  horrible  feene.  He 
plunged  indantly  into  the  thicked  of 
the  mob,  and  in  defpite  of  their  out¬ 
cries  and  menaces  feized  the  perfon 
who  had  begun  the  tumult,  and 
condudled  him  with  his  own  hands 
to  the  Chatelet.  He  next  delivered 
the  unfortunate  criminal  from  the 
fury  of  the  mob  ;  and,  exhorting 
them  to  difperfe  and  condudf  them- 
felves  like  orderly  citizens,  had  the 
happinefs  to  fee  the  tumult  entirely 
fupp reded,  and  the  people  return  to 
their  houfes,  full  of  the  praifes  of 
the  man  who.  had  fo  intrepidly  ref- 
cued  them  from  their  own  phrenfy, 
^nd  prevented  them  from  conta¬ 
minating  themfelves  with  human 
bleed. 

An  unexpedted  event,  which  oc¬ 
curred  abqut  the  middle  of  May,  ex¬ 
cited  the  attention  of  the  national 
affembly  to  one  of  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  quedions  that  can  agitate  a 
political  fociety.  The  difpute  which 
took  place  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  the  particulars  of  which 
we  dated  in  our  former  volume,  be¬ 
come  extremely  embarraffing  to  the 
politics  of  France.  The  drift  alli¬ 
ance  which  for  almod  a  century  had 
fubfifled  between  the  nations  of 
France  and  Spain,  ftrengthened  by 
the  once  inviolable  bond  of  family 


connexion  between  the  rcfpe&iv© 
courts,  rendered  it  probable  that  a 
demand  would  be  made  by  the  latter, 
for  the  ftipulated  affiftance :  on  the 
other  hand,  a  war  might  be  fatal  to, 
the  nafeent  liberties  of  France  ;  and 
the  love  of  freedom  which  dignifies 
the  Britifh  nation  rendered  her  an 
objeft  of  veneration  with  the  French 
patriots,  and  her  increafing  power  * 
made  her  no  lefs  an  object  of  ap- 
prehenfion.  On  the  14th  of  May, 

M.  de  Montmorin  communicated  to 
the  national  affembly  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  war  in  which  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations  were  engaged,  and 
the  precautions  which  the  king  had 
thought  neceffary  to  adopt  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  dominions.  The 
difcullions  into  which  this  commu¬ 
nication  led,  were  as  various  as  the 
alarms  which  it  excited  :  the  leffer. 
objefts  were,  however,  all  at  length 
abforbed  by  one  important  quef- 
tipn — “  To  whofe  hands  ought  the 
nation  to  delegate  the  right  of  mak¬ 
ing  war  and  peace  ?” 

Two  oppofite  opinions  for  a  con- 
fiderable  period  divided  the  affembly. 

— The  count  Clermont  Tonnerre, 
Meffrs.  de  Serent,  Virieu,  Dupont 
and  others,  defended  warmly  the 
conceflion  of  this  prerogative  to  the 
king — They  ffated,  “  that  the  con- 
fiitution  originally  effabliihed  two 
diftinft  powers,  tile  legiflative  and 
the  executive.  The  one  wa;  intended 
folely  to  exp  refs  the  piib.lig  will  ; 
the  other  to  execute  it — That  un¬ 
der  the  latter  of  thefe  predicaments 
fell  the  right  of  directing  the  public 
force,  for  the  defence  or  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  nation — That  ge¬ 
neral  principles  and  general  laws 
are  the  objects  of  legislation  ;  but 
that  the  detail  of  political  adtion 
fell  entirely  within  the  limits  of 
executive  government. — The  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  popular  afiemblics, 
they  added,  are  neceflanly  too  flow 
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too  public  in  a  bufinefs  where 
fccrecy  and  difpatch  are  commonly 
required.  Minilters  too  are  refpon- 
fible  to  the  nation  for  their  conduct; 
but  to  the  members  of  the  national 
affembly  no  refponfibility  whatever 
is  attached  :  and  if  minifters  are 
found  tube  not  free  from  corruption, 
experience  equally  evinces  that 
the  members  of  legiflative  bodies 
are  not  lefs  expofed  to  temptation. 
England,  fo  remarkable  for  its  jea- 
loufy  with  refpedt  to  its  liberties, 
has  delegated  to  its  monarchs  this 
formidable  prerogative,  and  has  only 
thought  it  neceffary  to  guard  againib 
abufes  by  the  authority  which  the 
legiflature  retains  over  the  treafures 
of  the  nation.  If,  in  fine,  faid  thefe 
advocates  of  regal  power,  we  have 
reafon  to  dread  the  folly  or  the  de¬ 
pravity  of  a  monarch,  is  there  no 
reafon  to  apprehend  thofe  rapid 
movements  of  popular  enthufiaim, 
that  falfe  and  national  pride,  that 
unfounded  and  haily  refentment, 
which  fo  frequently  agitate  mixed 
and  numerous  affemblies  l” 

Among  the  orators  who  appeared 
on  the  contrary  fide  of  the  queition, 
were  Meffrs.d’Aiguillon,  Garat,jun. 
Freteau,  Jeilet,  Charles  Lameth,  Sil- 
lery,  Pethion,  Robertfpierre,  &c. — 
In  wifhing  to  confine  to  the  legifla- 
tive  body  the  right  of  making  peace 
or  war,. they  urged,  “  that  the  only 
proper  judges  of  the  expediency  of 
war  were  tiiofe  who  were  to  feel  its 
inconveniences;  and  not  thofe  who 
were  far  removed  from  all  experience 
of  its  evils—-' That  the  entering  into 
a  war  could  not  be  conlidered  as  a 
mere  function  of  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  which  confifts  only  in  putting 
the  exifiing  laws  in  execution — and 
that  the  fecrecy  and  difpatch,  for 
which  the  partifans  of  the  royal 
prerogative  fo  flrongly  pleaded,  were 
indeed  effential  to  the  conduct  of 
military  operations,  but  could 
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fcarcely  be  neceffary  to  the  act  o f 
declaring  war.  They  proved  from, 
hiflory,  that  the  ruin  of  mod  na¬ 
tions  had  been  effected  by  the  falfe 
glory  of  their  rulers.  They  ridi¬ 
culed  the  imaginary  control  that  a 
legiflature  might  be  thought  to  pof- 
fefs,  after  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  by  withholding  fupplies  ; 
fince  the  fafety,  the  exigence  of  a 
date  was  committed  by 'the  decla¬ 
ration  of  war — and  to  fay  we  will 
withhold  fupplies,  is  to  fay  we  will 
not  defend  ourfehes. — They  doubted 
the  efficiency  of  that  refponfibility 
which  was  attributed  to  ininiders  ; 
and  demonflrated  that  there  was  no 
refponfibility  for  incapacity,  for.mif- 
taken  opinions,  for  erroneous  fpe- 
culations ;  and  that  even  corruption 
and  intrigue  might  not  unfrequently 
fhelter  themfelves  under  fome  of 
thefe  pretences.” — Thefe  arguments 
were  enforced  by  a  refolution,  pro- 
pofed  by  M.  Pethion — “  that  the 
French  nation  renounced  for  ever 
all  idea  of  conqueft,  and  confined 
itfelf  entirely  to  defend ve  war — 
which  was  puffed  with  uaiverfal  ac¬ 
clamations.  i 

From  this  colli  lion  of  fentiment  a 
third  opinion  arofe,  which,  while  it 
contradicted  in  fome  meafure,  ferved 
at  the  fame  time  to  conciliate  the 
others  ;  and  this  was,  that  to  the 
king  fhould  be  confided  the  prero¬ 
gative  of  announcing  to  the  affembly 
the  necefiity  of  war  or  peace,  and,  af¬ 
ter  a  folemn  deliberation,  it  fhould 
be  declared  “on  the  part  of  the  king 
of  the  French  in  the  name  of  the  na¬ 
tion.”  This  was  nearly  the  opinion 
which  was  fupported  by  the  count  de 
Mirabeau;  and  though  much  obloquy 
was  thrown  upon  him  while  the  affart 
continued  under  deliberation,  which 
was  to  the  2 2d  of  May,  it  was  at 
length  victorious. 

On  the  nth  of  June  the  affembly 
went  into  mourning  for  three  day* 
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on  account  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
Franklin ;  and  nearly  about  the  fame 
period  the  expences  of  the  civil  lift 
were  fettled  at  twenty-five  millions 
jper  annum,  or  about  1,250,000  k 
Sterling ;  and  the  dowry  of  the  queen 
at  four  millions,  or  200,000  1.  per 
annum  fterling.  The  civil  lift  of 
France  includes — iil,  the  king’s  per- 
fonal  expences,  and  thofe  of  the 
queen  ;  the  education  of  the  royal 
children,  and  a  provifion  for  the 
•other  branches  of  the  royal  family; 
id,  the  buildings  ;  the  garde  meuble , 
&c.  of  the  crown  :  3d,  the  royal  mi¬ 
litary  eftablifhment,  viz.  the  body¬ 
guards,  &c»*  However  liberal  this 
allowance  may  at  firft  fight  appear, 

1  if  we  recoiled,  the  immenfe  domains 
which  the  reigning  family  brought 
to  the  nation,  it  will  perhaps  not 
appear  enormous.:  befide  that,  what¬ 
ever  the  parfimonious  fpirit  of  re¬ 
publican  ifm  may  allege,  it  is  always 
found  policy  to  attach  by  the  ftrong- 
•«ft  interefts  the  head  of  the  ftate  t© 
the  fupport  of  the  conftitution.  A 
million  a  year  is  too  little  to  bribe 
fo  numerous  a  reprefentation,  bien¬ 
nially  eleded,  as  that  of  France; 
.and  yet  it  is  fuch  as  will  enable  the 
monarch  to  live  in  a  ftate  becoming 
“the  chief  magiftrate  of  a  great  na- 
;tion. 

Thefe  meafures  were  followed  on 
-the  14th  and  the  fucceeding  days 
by  a  feries  of  decrees  relative  to  tlve 
■civil  conftitution  of  the  clergy.  In 
.thefe,  the  injuft  ice  which  we  muft 
confefs  had  been  done  to  that  body 
.of  men  was  in  fome  degree  compen¬ 
sated,  by  the  wife  regulations  which 
prevented  the  extreme  poverty  of 
the  inferior  orders, -and  which  re¬ 
ft  rained  within  moderate  bounds  the 
income  of  the  higher  clergy.  But 
whether  they  have  aded  wifely  in 
•cftablifhing  an  eledive  priefthood, 
•or  whether  the  improved  mode  of 
election  which  is  adopted  in  France 


will  be  preventive  of  thofe  evils  t® 
which  fuch  an  inftitution  would  he 
liable,  where  the  old  forms  of  elec¬ 
tion  are  preferved,  are  experiments 
which  are  yet  to  be  tried,  and  which 
will  require  the  fandion  of  time  to 
warrant  and  confirm. 

The  afiembly  had  fcarcely  com¬ 
pleted  this  arduous  talk,  before  it 
ventured  upon  a  meafure  which  ha# 
drawn  upon  them  the  cenfure  and 
indignation  of  all  Europe — a  mea- 
fure,  which  was  the  firft  to  awake 
that  malignant  jealoufy  with  which 
the  privileged  orders  and  their  de¬ 
pendants  in  every  civilized  country 
have  fince  continued  to  view  the 
French  revolution;  and  which  is  the 
principal  theme  of  thofe  wdio  cen¬ 
fure  the  condud  and  reprobate  the 
principles  of  the  patriots.  Early  in 
the  month  of  June,  the  mayor  of 
Paris  had  communicated  to  the  af- 
femBly  a  plan  for  .the  celebration  of 
a  grand  confederation,  in  which  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  the 
king,  the  foldiery,  and  all  wrho  were 
in  oftenfible  fituations,  fhould  fo- 
lemnly  and  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
nation  renew  their  oaths  of  fidelity 
to  the  new  conftitution  ;  and  this 
confederation  w'as  decreed  to  take 
place  on  the  14th  of  July,  in  honour 
of  the  taking  of  the  Baftille,  and  of 
the  firft  eftablifhment  of  Gallic  li¬ 
berty.  On  the  19th  of  June,  there¬ 
fore,  after  decreeing  civic  honours 
to  the  conquerors  of  the  Baftille,  the 
patriotic  feeliugs  of  the  afiembly 
were  raifed  to  a  high  pitch  of  en- 
thufiafm,  by  a  deputation  of  fo¬ 
reigners  from  every  nation, who  came 
to  t eft ify  their  refped  for  the  new 
conftitution  in  a  warm  panegyric, 
and  to  requeft  a  feat  at  the  enfuing 
folemnity.  They  were  anfwered  by 
the  president  with  dignity,  and  dif- 
mifled  with  refped  ;  and  they  had 
no  fooner  retired,  than  M.  Alex¬ 
andre  Lameth  moved  that  the  fo¬ 
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reigners,  and  particularly  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  might  refort  to  Paris  to 
be  fpe&ators  of  the  approaching  ce¬ 
remony,  might  not  be  infulted  by 
the  representation  of  their  anceftors, 

whom  the  vanity  of  Louis  XIV.  had 
* 

caufed  to  be  exhibited  in  chains  at 
the  feet  of  his  tfa-tue.  The  deputies 
of  fome  of  the  provinces,  which  were 
reprefented  in  this  ignominious  fitu- 
fction,  rofe  with  indignation  to  de¬ 
mand  that  thefe  monuments  of  regal 
infolence  fhould  be  effaced ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  member  propofed,  that  all  the 
falfe  and  panegyrical  emblems  which 
decorated  the  lfatues  of  the  kings 
fliould  be  removed,  and  replaced  by 
a  reprefentation  of  the  left  aftion 
of  each  of  the  monarchs. 

At  this  moment  M.  Lambel,  a 
diftinguifhed  advocate  and  deputy 
for  Villefranche,  taking  advantage 
of  the  general  enthufiafm,  exclaimed, 
that  “  he  trufted  he  now  faw  the 
lafl  moment  of  expiring  vanity,  and 
propofed  the  abolition  of  titles.” 
Meffrs.  Prefelne  and  la  Fayette 
mounted  the  tribune  at  the  fame 
inftant  ;  and  the  former  read  the 
outlines  of  a  decree  to  that  effedf, 
which  he  faid  he  had  prepared  two 
months  before.  M.  Foucault  op- 
pofed  the  motion — “  What,”  faid 
he,  “  would  you  deprive  man  of  the 
mofl  powerful  and  the  mofl  noble 
motive  of  emulation  ? — What  would 
you  do,  for  inilance,  with  the  man 
whom  Henry  II.  honoured  with  a 
brevet,  which  recited  4  that  he  was 
created  a  count  for  having  faved  the 
Fate  ?” — “  I  would  omit,”  faid  M. 
la  Fayette,  “  the  words  created  a 
county  and  infert  only  ‘  that  he  had 
faved  the  lfate.”  M.  de  St.  Far- 
geau  obferved,  that  the  decree  in 
queflion  would  not  impofe  any  hard- 
(hip  upon  him,  fmce  he  was  poffeffed 
of  feveral  counties  and  mar  qui  fates  y  the 
titles  of  which  he  had  never  em¬ 
ployed.  Many  other  members  dif- 


tinguifhed  themfclv.es  in  this  debate, 
but  none  more  than  the  rifcount  de 
Noailles.  “  Titles,”  faid  this  noble¬ 
man,  “  in  this  enlightened  age  can 
only  confer  honour  where  there  is 
nothing  internally  to  refpe&.  We 
do  not  fpeak  of  duke  Fox,  count 
Wafhington,  the  marquis  Franklin, 
but  of  Charles  Fox,  George  Wafh¬ 
ington,  Benjamin  Franklin.  Permit 
me  to  add,”  faid  he,  “to  fo  many- 
excellent  motions,  one,  the  objeH  of 
which  is  to  refcue  from  difgrace  a 
part  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Live¬ 
ries,  as  a  portion  of  the  feudal  fyf- 
tetn,  ought  to  be  abolifhed.”  To 
thefe  motions  was  added  another 
from  M.  de  Montmorency,  for  the 
fupprefiion  of  armorial  bearings ; 
and  the  whole  of  them  was  moulded 
into  a  decree  by  M.  Chapelier,  and 
paffed. 

Thefe  decrees,  which  have  been 
fo  much  extolled  by  one  party,  and 
fo  much  decried  by  the  other,  were 
in  themfelves  really  deferving  nei¬ 
ther  of  much  cenfure  nor  of  much 
praife  ;  they  were  neither  a  fubje6l 
of  exultation  for  France,  nor  of  imi¬ 
tation  for  other  countries  differently 
fituated.  The  inconfiffency  of  man¬ 
kind  is  never  fo  decifively  evinced  as 
when  vanity  is  the  ruling  paffion* 
The  princeii  and  the  nobility  of  Eu¬ 
rope  had  beheld  with  indifference 
the  plunder  of  the  Gallican  church  ; 
they  had  feen  without  alarm  the 
virtual  annihilation  of  nobility  by 
the  union  of  the  three  eftates  in  ORe 
houfe,  and  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
feudal  privileges  : — but  when  the  un¬ 
meaning  titles,  titles  without  func¬ 
tion,  titles  without  privilege,  title* 
often  without  property,  moflly  with¬ 
out  legal  claim,  and  frequently  de- 
bafed  and  degraded,  came  to  be  fup* 
preffed,  then,  and  not  till  then,  the 
Form  of  noble  and  of  regal  indigna- 
nation  was  at  once  excited,  and  the 
alarm-bell  was  founded  againil  the 
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evils  of  French  innovation.  In  this 
country  in  particular,  no  companion 
can  be  iniiituted  but  with  an  invi¬ 
dious  defign  between  the  Britifh 
Foufe  of  peers  and  the  nobleffe  of 
France.  No  reiemblance  exifts  be¬ 
tween  them,  nor  is  there  either  any 
thing  to  be  feared  or  to  be  defired 
from  the  example.  In  France  the 
nobleffe  amounted  to  upwards  of 
200,000  perfons  ;  in  England  to  not 
more  than  300.  In  France  the 
xvhole  race  was  ennobled  ;  in  Eng¬ 
land  only  the  eldeft  fon,  and  the  red 
of  the  family  is  returned  to  the  mafs 
of  private  citizens.  In  England  no¬ 
bility  fs  rather  title  attached  to  a 
certain  function  ;  in  France  it  was 
privilege  attached  to  a  title.  The 
lioufe  of  peers  of  Great  Britain  is  a 
member  of  the  Fate,  a  legiflature 
and  a  fupreme  court  of  juftice  ;  in 
France  nobility  was  fomething  with¬ 
out  deftgnation,  without  function, 
without  refpedtability.  There  the 
nobility  formed  a  peculiar  caft  or 
tribe  which  difdained  to  mix  with 
the  red  of  the  nation  ;  in  England 
there  is  fcarcely  a  family  which  is 
not,  or  has  not  been,  in  fome  manner 
allied  to  the  nobility,  and  all  are 
ecpial  except  the  adfual  reprefenta- 
iives  of  noble  families.  In  France 
the  offices  and  emoluments  of  the 
flstc  were  monopolized  by  the  no¬ 
bleffe  ;  in  England  they  are  equally 
open  to  every  commoner.  In  reality 
no  titles  were  legal  in  France,  but 
thofe  of  the  few  who  were  termed 
peers  of  France  :  the  reft  were  af- 
fumedat  the  pleafure  of  the  perfon  ; 
and  it  was  only  neceflary  to  be  of  a 
noble  family,  in  order  to  decorate 
themfelves  with  whatever  title  found¬ 
ed  mod  agreeably  to  the  ear  of  the 
indi  vidual.  When  the  noblefTe  were 
difrobed  of  their  feudal  privileges, 
then  in  truth  and  reality  they  were 
abolifhed.  When  they  oca  fed  to  re- 
?u'cfe»t  their  wra  body,  when  the 


power  of  the  nation  was  veiled  in  aj| 
affembly  chofen  by  the  people,  then 
ranks  were  in  reality  levelled  ;  for 
rank  without  power  will  foon  ceafe 
to  be  fuch,  and  no  longer  deferves 
the  name.  As  to  liveries  and  armo¬ 
rial  bearings,  they  arc  trifles,  which 
were,  on  the  one  hand,  beneath  the 
notice  of  the  national  affembly,  and 
on  the  other,  their  abolition  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  a  matter  of  ferious  difappro- 
bation  with  men  of  fenfe.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  motive  for  paffing  thefe  decrees 
was,  doubtlefs,  that  no  badge  of  fepa- 
ration  .might  remain  to  diftinguifh 
the  privileged  call  from  the  reft  of 
the  nation,  and  that  no  regular  order 
might  fubfift,  thus  diftinguifhed, 
inimical  to  the  new  conftitution. 
But  could  the  affembly  have  fore- 
feen  what  a  degree  of  odium  this 
tranfaftion  was  to  bring  upon  their 
proceedings,  they  would  have  been 
greatly  wanting  in  prudence  not  to 
have  declined  the  raeafwre  ;  but  the 
more  reafonable  conjecture  is,  that 
they  did  not  forefee  it.  They  confi¬ 
de  red  it  as  an  aCt  much  more  in¬ 
different  and  lefs  invidious  than  many 
which  they  had  paffed;  and  conceived 
that,  where  no  perfon  was  deprived 
of  any  thing  fubftantial,  no  perforr 
would  conceive  himfelf  fubffantially 
injured. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  general  confederation 
proceeded  with  confiderable  rapi¬ 
dity.  The  Champ  de  Mars ,  fo  fa¬ 
mous  for  having  been  the  rendezvous 
of  the  troops  which  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  rear  were  intended  to  over¬ 
awe  the  capital,  was  chofen  for  this 
folemnity.  This  piece  of  ground, 
which  is  about  400  toifes,  or  8 co 
yards  in  diameter,  is  bounded  on  the 
right  and  left  by  lofty  trees,  and 
commands  at  the  further  extremity 
a  view  of  the  military  academy.  In 
the  middle  of  this  vaft  plain  an'altar 
was  erected  for  the  purpofe  of  ad? 
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miniftering  the  civic  oath;  and  round 
it  an  immenfe  amphitheatre  was 
thrown  up,  of  a  league  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  and  capable  of  containing  four 
hundred  thoufand  fpeClators.  'The 
entrance  into  the  Champ  de  Confe¬ 
deration  (as  it  was  now  called)  was 
through  triumphal  arches.  The 
king’s  throne  was  placed  under 
an  elegant  pavilion  in  the  middle, 
and  on  each  fide  of  it  were  feats 
for  the  members  of  the  national 
affembly. 

Two  thoufand  workmen  were 
employed  upon  this  immenfe  la¬ 
bour  ;  but  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
fearing  left  the  preparations  fnould 
not  be  completed  at  the  appointed 
period,  flocked  from  every  quarter 
to  aflifb  in  the  patriotic  under¬ 
takings  Not  only  the  military,  but 
the  clergy  and  even  the  ladies  lent 
their  cheerful  affiftance.  With  afto- 
nifhment  flrangers  beheld  the  moil 
delicate  and  elegant  of  the  female 
fex  dragging  the  wheel-barrow,  or 
handling  with  willing  but  fometimes 
ineffective  endeavours  the  weighty 
mallet  or  the  fpade.  The  provin¬ 
cials,  who  came  from  the  remotefl 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  join  in 
the  confederation,  emulated  the  ci¬ 
tizens  in  their  ardour  and  enthu- 
fjafm  ;  and  the  work  was  completed, 
fo  as  both  with  refpeft  to  time 
and  manner  to  furpriie  every  fpec- 
tator. 

The.  important  14th  of  July  at 
length  arrived.  The  national  guards 
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of  the  departments,  diflinguifhed 
by  their  refpedlive  flandards,  the 
battalions  of  infantry,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  troops  of  cavalry,  the  ma¬ 
rine  of  France,  and  the  foreigner's 
who  ferved  under  its  bankers,  being 
all  arranged  in  military  order,  the 
king  and  the  national  affembly  took 
a  folemn  oath  to  maintain  the  con- 
fh’tution  ;  the  armed  citizens  re¬ 
peated  it  amongll  the  applaufes  of 
innumerable  fpeclatdrs.  They  fwore 
to  live  free,  or  die  ;  and  this  oath, 
was  taken  on  the  fame  day  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  ' 

Previous  to  the  confederation, 
the  duke  d’Grleans,  having  com¬ 
pleted  the  object  of  his  million, 
delfred  leave  to  return  and  a  hilt 
at  this  auguit  ceremony.  On  the 
receipt  of  his  letter,  M.  de  la  Fay¬ 
ette  afeended  the  tribune,  and  ex¬ 
plained  his  motives  for  having  ad- 
vifed  the  departure  of  the  duke  ; 
which  were  in  brief,  “  that  he  ap¬ 
prehended  an  ill  ufe  might  be  made 
of  his  name,  while  prefent,  in  order 
to  dillurb  the  public  tranquillity,, 
Thefe  reafons,  M.  de  la  Fayette 
added,  did  he  believe  ftill  fubfiil, 
though  he  faw  nothing  to  make 
him  appreheniive  at  prefent  for 
the  public  fafetyd*  The  duke  arr 
rived  on  the  I  uh  of  July,  and,  after 
firll  renewing  his  civic  oath  in  the 
national  affembly,  a  Tilted  perfonally 
at  the  confederation- 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Courts  of  Juf  ice ♦  New  Taxes*  Droit  d*  Maine,  &c.  aboll/Lcd.  Atcufa* 
tion  of  the  Chatelet  againft  M.  M*  d’ Orleans  and  Miraheaiu  Provincial 
Difurbances .  Affair  of  Nancy.  Rcfgncition  of  M.  Neckar*  Mutiny  at 

Prejl.  Riot  at  Petris.  Affairs  of  Avignon.  FjePment  of  the  non-juring 
Clergy  from  their  Benefces.  League  formed  by  Foreign  Powers  againjl 
France «  Troubles  at  Aix ,  Lyons,  and  Brittany  *  Emigration  of  the  King's 
Aunts •  Armed  Men  found  in  the  Palace •  Decrees  relative  to  the  Army,  the 
Regency,  &c.  Difciffon  of  the  Law  of  Inheritances .  Death  and  Char  abler 
of  M.  de  Mirabeau.  Organisation  of  the  Minifry,  The  King  flopped  cu 
he  was  going  to  St.  Cloud.  InfurrePions  in  the  French  Colonies .  Flight  of 
the  King »  His  Return.  Hqflile  Preparations  on  the  Frontiers .  Martial 
L^aw  proclaimed  at  Paris ,  The  new  C affiliation  prefented ,  and  accepted  by 

the  King * 


CONTRARY  to  general  expec¬ 
tation,  the  grand  confederation 
wasperformed  without  tumult  or  con- 
fuiion,  and  nothing  but  the  weather, 
■which  was  damp  and  unfavourable, 
occurred  to  cloud  or  to  dilturb  the 
magnificent  feene.  Though  to  the 
eye  of  a  philofopher  thefe  ceremo¬ 
nies  convey  little  more  than  the  idea 
of  a  great  national  pantomime,  yet  in 
the  minds  of  the  populace  this  folem- 
nity  damped  an  additional  legality 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  national 
affembly,  and  lengthened  their 
hands. 

The  legiflature  made  an  advanta¬ 
geous  ufe  of  the  calm  which  fuc- 
ceeded  the  confederation,  in  com¬ 
pleting  the  organization  of  the  ju¬ 
dicial  department.  Judges  or  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace  were  to  be  elected 
in  each  canton,  for  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  petty  differences ;  tribunals 
for  the  adjudication  of  more  import¬ 
ant  caufes  were  ellablifhed  in  dif- 
tridls  ;  and  a  tribunal  of  caffation ,  or 
court  of  appeal,  was  appointed  for 
the  whole  kingdom,  where,  under 
certain  reftri&ions,  the  proceedings 
of  the  inferior  courts  might  be  re¬ 
viled.  Courts  of  criminal  juflice 
were  cftablifhed  in  each  of  the  de¬ 


partments;  and  a  high  national 
court  for  the  trial  of  crimes  againft 
the  ftate  completed  the  ^edifice. 
One  inflitution,  however,  demands 
our  attention,  and  we  believe  it  is 
peculiar  to  the  new  jurifprudence  of 
France  * — Boards  of  conciliation 
were  appointed  in  every  diftrift, 
where  the  parties  in  a  fuit  were  to 
be  cited  perfonally,  and  where 
every  means  were  to  be  employed  to 
ef  Fecit  an  amicable  termination,  be¬ 
fore  the  catife  could  be  brought  to 
a  hearing  before  the  ordinary  courts 
of  jullice.  Family  arbitrators  wex'e 
alfo  authorised  to  terminate  petty 
dilputes  between  near  relations,  and 
the  forms  preferibed  in  all  thefe  cafes 
were  the  fimplefl  that  could  be  in¬ 
vented.  We  have  already  remarked 
that  the  trial  by  jury  was  only 
adopted  in  criminal  cafes  :  an  arifto- 
cratic  writer  obferves  on  this  fubjedt, 
with  fome  archnefs,  that  “  the  trial 
by  jury  would  alfo  have  been  eila* 
blifhed  in  civil  caufes,  if  there  had 
not  been  too  many  lawyers  in  the 
conflituting  affembly.”  This  is  in-, 
deed  not  the  only  objedfion  to  the 
new  jurifprudence  of  France,  fincc 
there  is  much  room  to  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  temporary  and  elective  judges 
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Will  be  found  effe&ual  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  fubftantial  juftice.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  defers,  however, 
the  French  code  is  deferving  of  ad¬ 
miration  for  its  fimplicit-y,,its  confift- 
ency ;  for  the  gratuitous  admini- 
ftration  ofjufticc  ;  for  the  eafy  accefs 
which  the  pooreft  fubjeff,  when  in¬ 
jured,  finds  to  the  means  of  redrefs 
for  the  difcouragement  which  it 
holds  forth  to  litigious  and  vexa¬ 
tious  contefts  r  and  however  the 
French  revolution  may  terminate, 
tn  this  part  of  the  conftitution 
other  nations  may  find  much  worthy 
«f  imitation,  and  many  inftitutions 
fiar  the  obvious  eafe  and*  advantage 
of  the  people. 

With  refpedt  to  the  pecuniary  in- 
ferefts  of  the  republic,  it  was  alfo  de¬ 
creed  that  the  legiflative  body  Ihould 
annually  determine  the  fum  total  of 
the  public  expences  and  contribu¬ 
tions  ;  and  that,  under  the  direction 
©f  the  king,  an  adminiftration  fhould 
be  eftablifhed  in  each  department, 
with  an  inferior  or  fubordinate  one  in 
each  diftriff,  for  the  regulation  and 
oolleffion  of  the  revenue.  The  po¬ 
lice  of  each  city  or  community  was 
committed  to  magiftrates  chofen  by 
the  citizens. 

To  replace  the  fait  tax,  and  the 
other  odious  and  oppreffive  impofts, 
which  had  been  abolifbed,  the  af- 
iembly  impofed  an  eafy  land-tax 
upon  immoveable  property,  and  a 
poundage  upon  perfonal'  property 
and  annuities  ;  a  tax  upon  patents,, 
and  a  (lamp  tax  upon  contracts  and 
•ther  writings.  Thefe  taxes  were 
however  but  ill  paid  ;  and  to  remedy 
the  deficiencies  of  the  revenue,  conti¬ 
nual  emiffion3  of  afiignats  became  ne- 
ceflary  ;  and  even  to  fupply  the  want 
of  current  coiny  which  had  been 
greatly  leftencd  by  the  continual 
^migrations,  it  was  thought  proper 
to  iffue  afiignats  for  the  lmalleft 
fums.  But  paper  credit,  however 


refponfible  the  bank  on  which  it  is? 
dependent,  is  always  attended  with 
a  temporary  inconvenience.  It  cir¬ 
culates  with  lefs  facility  than  fpecie, 
and  commonly  increafes  the  balance 
of  exchange  in  favour  of  foreign- 
nations. 

Several  decrees  of  lefler  momenta 
but  which  refieff  no  lefs  credit  on 
the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the  af- 
fembly,  were  parted  about  this  pc-* 
riod.  That  in  particular  which  re- 
ftored  to  the  protreftants  thofe  pof- 
fefiions  of  which  their  anceflors  had 
been  deprived  by  the*  revocation  oF 
the  edidb  of  Nantes,  is  deferving  of 
the  higheft  encomiums  ;  and  that 
which  abohfhed  for  ever  all  extraor¬ 
dinary  taxes  levied  upon  the  Jews- 
was  at  once  politic  and  juft.  Thefe 
were  followed  by  the  abolition  oF 
the  execrable  droit  d’aubaine*. 
which  afiigned  to  the  king  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  all  aliens  not  naturalized 
who- died  in  France. 

In  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate" 
Favras-  the  tribunal  of  the  Chatelet 
had  evinced  themfelves  not  the  mofti 
unexceptionable  judges  of  the  com¬ 
petency  of  evidence.  A  more  fla¬ 
grant  inftance,  if  pofiible,  of  their 
credulity  or  their  corruption  oc¬ 
cur*  ed  foon  after  the  confederations 
That  tribunal  was  charged  by  the 
aflembly  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
affair  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Odloben,- 
On  the  7th  of  Auguft  they  brought 
their  report  fealed  to  the  bar  of  the 
affembly,  and  in  a  pompous  addrefs- 
“  lamented  the  fevere  tafic  which, 
their  duty  to  their  country  had  im¬ 
pofed  upon  them  ;  and  concluded 
with  informing  the  nffembly  tha& 
two  of  their  own  body  were  among 
the  principal  criminals.”  The  af¬ 
fembly  heard’  this  denunciation  wirh- 
horror  and  confternation  ;  the  report 
of  the  Chatelet  was  referred  to  a 
committee  ;  and  the  members  againft; 
whom  it  waif  pointed  aopetired  to  be 
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M.  d ’Orleans  and  M.  Mirabeau  the 
elder,  whom  they  accufed  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  murder  the  queen,  and  to 
place  M.  d’Orleans  upon  the  throne. 
The  procedure  of  the  Chatelet  was 
printed  ;  and  before  the  committee 
had  time  to  make  their  report,  fo 
weak  and  difreputable  was  the  evi¬ 
dence,  fo  inconclufive  the  reafoning, 
and  fo  groundlefs  the  proceedings, 
that  though  neither  M.  d’Orleans 
nor  M.  Mirabeau  were  at  that  time 
great  favourites  with  the  populace, 
the  public  voice  had  already  ac¬ 
quitted  them  of  every  fufpicion  :  on 
the  2d  of  October  therefore  the  af- 
fembly  decreed,  that  on  a  full  exami¬ 
nation  there  was  no  caufe  of  accu- 
fation  againft  them.  Others  were  alfo 
involved  in  the  procefs,  probably 
with  morejuftice  :  but  this  unpropi- 
tious  commencement  fo  totally  an¬ 
nihilated  all  confidence  in  the  tribu¬ 
nal  to  which  the  profecution  was  re¬ 
ferred,  that  the  affair  was  dropped, 
and  even  the  guilty  were  permitted 
to  efcape. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the 
motives  of  the  Chatelet  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  it  is  certain  that  party  never 
was  more  violent  in  France  than 
about  the  period  of  which  we  are 
now  treating.  The  ariftocratic  bo¬ 
dy,  who  had  previoufly  adted  chiefly 
on  the  defenfive,  were  now  become 
the  affailants,  and  no  means  were, 
left  untried  to  plunge  the  nation  into 
a  ftate  of  confufion.  It  mult  be  al¬ 
lowed  too,-  that  the  impatient  and 
Irritable  temper  of  the  French  po¬ 
pulace  Was  an  excellent  -  engine  to 
work  with  ;■  and  the  jealoufy  which 
exifted  between  the  ancient  foldiery 
and  the  new  militia  afforded  frequent 
opportunities  but'  too  favourable  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  malcontents*  Petty 
tumults  and  continual  diilruft  were 
excited  in  the  frontier  provinces,  in 
different  parts  of  Flanders,  Alface, 
and  Lorrain,  and  a  defection  of 


fome  magnitude  took  place  amoftgt 
the  foldiery  at  Touloufe:  but  what 
happened  at  Nancy  was  of  a  ftill 
more  ferious  nature,  and  defervei' 
a  particular  detail. 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
colledf  from  the  journals  of  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly,  and  other  authentic 
information,  the  following  appears  a 
juft  ftatement  of  this  dark  and  myf- 
terious  tranfadlion.  From  the  firft 
eftabliffiment  of  the  revolution,  the 
French  army  had  been  in  a  ftate 
little  favourable  either  to  patriotifn^ 
or  fubordination*  The  majority  of 
their  officers  were  of  the  ancient 
nobleffe,  and  a  mutual  jealoufy  ex¬ 
ifted  between  them  and  the  private 
foldiers.  Every  inducement  had 
been  employed  to  feduce  the  foldiers 
from  their  duty  5  and  when  promifes 
and  blandifhmentvS  did  not  prevail, 
the  molt  fevere  meafures  were  put 
in  execution.  The  foldiers  were 
frequently  ill  paid,  and  yet  the  molt, 
culpable  profufion  had  been  made  of 
the  money  voted  for  the  fupport  of 
the  army.  Such,  bv  the  evidence 
of  a  party  of  the  national  guard  of 
Nancy  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly', 
was  the  ftate  of  the  garrifon  in  that 
city.  The  officers  in  general  were 
inimical  to  the  new  conftitution,  and 
had  made  ufe  of  every  temptation  to 
deftroy  the  attachment  of  the  fol¬ 
diers  to  the  new  arrangement.  Thefe 
means  proving  iinfuccefsfiul,  they  had 
adopted  the  moll  rigorous  disci¬ 
pline  ;  they  had  withheld  the  payr  of 
the  foldiers,  and  even  condemned 
them  to  run  the  gauntlet  for.de-. 
manding  neeeffaries.  They  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  periuade  the  men,  that 
all  thefe  adfts  were  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  of  the  national  al- 
fembly,  which  refufed  any  longer  to 
furnifti  them  with  the  ufual  allow¬ 
ance  of  bread,  and  which  was  uporr 
the  point  even  of  depriving  them, 
of  the  augmentation  of  pay  which 
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bad  been  eftablifhed  at  the  revolu¬ 
tion. 

In  the  fame  fpirit  ,the  utmoft 
'jpains  were  employed  to  produce  dif- 
truft  and  mutual  abhorrence  between 
the  citizens  and  the  foldiers.  Men 
were  dreffed  in  the  uniform  of  the 
king’s  regiment  (one  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  in  garrifon  there),  and  em¬ 
ployed  to  wound  and  infult  the  citi¬ 
zens,  One  of  thefe  perfons  was 
taken)  and  baniffied  from  the  city 
at  the  requeft  of  the  regiment ;  at 
the  fame  time,  fome  young  officers 
were  encouraged  by  their  fuperiors 
to  behave  in  the  molt  indecent  man¬ 
ner  .to  feveral  of  the  peaceable  inha¬ 
bitants  ;  and  even  hired  ruffians 
were  engaged  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
Several  of  thefe  were  arrefted,  and  a 
court-martial  appointed,  at  the  re¬ 
queft  of  the  regiment,  for  their  trial : 
but  M.  Bouille,  who  commanded  in 
the  province,  had  fet  himfelf  in  op- 
pofition  to  this  meafure.  One  of  the 
grenadiers  who  had  been  adtive  in 
thefe  profecutions,  was  menaced  in 
the  molt  infulting  manner  by  an  of¬ 
ficer,  who  foon  after  deferted  to  the 
king  of  Hungary. 

Wearied  with  thefe  repeated  in¬ 
dignities  and  adls  of  oppreffion,  the 
regiment  at  length  threw  off  its  al¬ 
legiance,  afferted  loudly  that  they 
were  wronged  of  their  pay  and  their 
allowance,  and  demanded  the  regi¬ 
mental  accounts.  M.  Denou  threat¬ 
ened  with  the  gauntlet  all  who  pre¬ 
fumed  to  call  for  . the  accounts.  The 
regiment  therefore  immediately  feiz- 
ed  the  military  cheft,  and  difpatched 
a  deputation  to  Paris,  to  reprefent 
thefe  fadts  to  the  national  affembly. 

The  officers,  however,  took  care 
to  anticipate  the  reprefentation  of 
the  foldiers,  and  were  too  intimately 
connedfed  with  the  minifters,  and 
fome  members  of  the  affembly,  to 
permit  the  complaints  of  the  pri¬ 
vates  to  be  heard.  The  deputation 
1791. 
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from  the  regiment  was  arrefted  at 
Paris.  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  the 
minifter  of  war,  made  a  formidable 
reprefentation  of  the  rebellious  con¬ 
duct  of  the  regiment.  Themiferies 
refulting  from  a  want  of  fubordina- 
tion,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  example, 
were  echoed  through  the  affembly* 
On  the  1 6th  of  Auguft,  a  fevere 
decree  was  paffed,  which  authorifed 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  to  reduce  the  infurgents  by 
force* 

In  the  mean  time  the  other  regi¬ 
ments  in  garrifon,  the  Swifs  regi¬ 
ment  of  Chateau-vieux,  and  the  re¬ 
giment  of  cavalry  called  Meftre  de 
Camp,  irritated  by  fimilar  oppref- 
ftons,  had  concurred  in  the  rebel¬ 
lion,  had  feized  fome  of  their  offi¬ 
cers,  and  were  joined  by  great  num¬ 
bers  of  the  populace. 

The  decree  of  the  16th  was  no 
fooner  made  public  than,  from  know¬ 
ing  the  chara&er  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  the  mo  ft  ferious  confe- 
quences  were  apprehended  by  all 
good  citizens.  The  national  guard 
of  Nancy  affembled,  and  offered  to 
the  regiments  to  undertake  the  part 
of  mediators,  and  to  fend  the  terms 
of  their  fubmiffion  by  a  deputation 
from  their  own  body  to  the  Rational 
affembly.  The  deputation  proceed¬ 
ed  immediately  to  Paris,  afid  on  the 
31ft  of  Auguft  appeared  before  the 
affembly. — On  their  reprefentation, 
the  decree  of  the  10th  was  repealed, 
and  commiffioners  were  appointed 
for  the  purpofe  of  .inquiring  mi¬ 
nutely  into  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  and  to  punifti  the  guilty,  and 
reward  the  deferring. 

Such  an  arrangement  however  did 
not  fuit  the  views  of  the  perfidious 
and  fanguinary  Bouille.  Without 
waiting  the  refult  of  the  deputation 
from  Nancy,  he  haftened  with  a  fatal 
raffmefs  (as  was  confeffed  even  by 
his  advocates)  to  enforce  the  de- 
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cree  of  the  1 6th.-— He  collected  all 
the  troops  that  he  could  affemble 
from  every  part,  and  fueh  of  the  na¬ 
tional  guard  as  preferred  a  patriotic 
fubordination  to  the  immediate  dic¬ 
tates  of  their  feelings  and  their  con¬ 
sciences.  In  fpite  of  their  offers  of 
fubmiffion,  he  fell  upon  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  Chateau -vieux  and  Medre 
de  Camp  ;  and  after  putting  an  im- 
menfe  number  to  the  fword,  he  com¬ 
pletely  routed  them,  and  took  400 
prifoners. 

The  king’s  regiment  had  been 
retained  in  their  barracks  by  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  fome  patriotic  perfons 
who  urged  them  to  fubmiffion.  Even 
when  M.  Bouille  arrived,  they  were 
prevented  from  adting  by  the  intre¬ 
pidity  and  virtue  of  a  young  officer 
of  the  name  of  Deffilles.  This  in¬ 
trepid  young  man,  after  urging  his 
fellow-foldiers  by  every  motive  to 
Submit,  ti ffuring  them  that  fooner 
or  later  they  would  experience  the 
judice  of  the  legiflat ure,  placed  him- 
felf  before  the  mouth  of  a  cannon, 
which  they  were  going  to  fire.  He 
was  forcibly  dragged  from  this  dan¬ 
gerous  fituation,  but  in  the  druggie 
received  three  or  four  wounds,  of 
which  he  afterwards  died. 

The  news  of  this  event  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  Paris  with  horror.  As  M. 
Bouille  had  not  exceeded  the  au¬ 
thority  which  the  national  affembly 
had  unfortunately  conceded  to  him 
by  the  rafli  decree  of  the  l6th,  they 
could  not  legally  inflift  either  pu- 
•nifhment  or  cenfure  upon  him.  The 
populace,  however,  who  were  not 
reduced  to  any  fuch  dilemma,  gave 
*  full  vent  to  their  feelings  ;  they 
openly  accufed  M.  Bouille  of  trea¬ 
chery,  and  a  defire  to  effeft  a  coun¬ 
ter-revolution,  and  even  threatened 
the  lives  of  the  miniders.  In  a 
; word,  the  refentment  of  the  people 
Teemed  to  menace  the  mod  danger¬ 
ous  cxceffes,  which  were  only  pre¬ 


vented  by  unufual  circumfpe&iofl 
and  care.  It  is  only  neceffary  to 
add  with  refpedf  to  this  bufi'nefs, 
that  in  the  month  of  December  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  affembly  reverfed  all 
its  own  decrees  againd  the  infur- 
gents  at  Nancy,  liberated  all  the 
prifoners,  and  recompenfed  them  as 
men  who  had  unjudly  differed  :  at 
the  fame  time  they  decreed  public 
honours  to  the  memory  of  the  brave 
Deffilles,  and  placed  his  family  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  date. 

The  decline  of  M.  Neckar’s  po¬ 
pularity  has  been  already  noticed. 
He  had  not  leffened  it  by  a  pam¬ 
phlet  which  he  publilhed  on  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  nobility,  or  at  lead  of  titles, 
which  fupported  with  fome  inge¬ 
nuity  the  aridocratical  order.  Both 
previous  to  this  dep,  and  after  it,  he 
mud  have  felt  the  gradual  lofs  of 
the  public  edeem,  and  poffibly  had 
for  fome  time  meditated  a  retreat 
from  office.  The  meafure  was  how¬ 
ever  probably  accelerated  by  the  po¬ 
pular  clamours  on  the  affair  of  Nan¬ 
cy,  which  involved  him  (certainly 
unfairly)  with  the  red  of  the  mi- 
niders  in  the  guilt  of  that  tranfac- 
tion.  On  the  4th  of  September  he 
fent  a  letter  of  refignation  to  the 
affembly,  and  pleaded  his  ill  date  of 
health,  which  required  his  retiring  ; 
to  the  baths  in  Switzerland  ;  though  i 
he  dropped  fome  didant  intimation 
of  the  uneafinefshe  had  experienced  j 
in  his  fituation.  It  is  not  to  the 
credit  of  the  national  affembly  that  jj 
no  public  notice  was  taken  of  this 
letter.  The  inflexible  integrity  of  \ 
M.  Neckar  certainly  demanded  the 
highed  veneration  ;  his  abilities  en¬ 
titled  him  to  refpeCf,  and  his  fer-  j 
vices  to  gratitude. — But,  what  is  the 
gratitude  of  public  bodies !  If,  like  • 
one  of  his  predeceffors  in  office,  he  ; 
had  retired,  a  public  defaulter,  in- j 
famoufly  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of| 
his  country,  only  to  be  employed  in 
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exciting  enemies,  and  provoking  the 
moft  profligate  combinations  againfl: 
her,  could  he  have  been  treated 
with  more  marked  contempt  ? 

The  fame  parties,  and  the  fame 
fa£I  ious  fpirit  which  prevailed  in  the 
army,  pervaded  alfo  the  navy  of 
France.  The  national  affembly  had 
decreed  the  adherence  of  the  nation 
to  all  exifting  treaties,  in  which  the 
family  compact  was  neceffarily  in¬ 
cluded  ;  and  as  England  continued 
arming  on  the  Spanifh  difpute,  a 
fleet  of  30  fail  was  ordered  to  be 
equipped  at  Breft,  as  it  was  uncer¬ 
tain  how  far  France  might  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  expefted  hoftilities. 
The  diforders  which  tpok  place 
among  the  feamen  at  Bred  have 
been  attributed  to  different  caufes. 
On  the  13th  of  September,  while 
the  fquadron  was  fitting  out  with  all 
poffible  expedition,  the  Leopard  ar¬ 
rived  from  St.  Domingo,  having  on 
board  a  part  of  the  refractory  affem¬ 
bly,  who  were  ordered  over  to  an- 
fwer  for  their  conduct  ;  and  as  the 
diffatisfaCtion  commenced  on  board 
this  veffel,  on  account  of  the  admi¬ 
ral  commanding  a  failor  to  be  im- 
prifoned  for  intoxication,  it  was  fup- 
pofed  by  fome  that  the  crew  had 
been  depraved  by  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  rebellious  members  of 
the  St.  Domingo  affembly  ;  while  o- 
thers  have  attributed  it,  perhaps  with 
more  probability,  to  the  general  fuf- 
picion  which  the  feamen  entertained 
of  their  officers,  the  majority  of 
whom  were  of  the  nobility,  and  pof- 
fibly  not  well  affe&ed  to  the  new 
conftitution.  M.  Menou,  in  a  re- 
;  port  from  the  military  and  marine 
[committees  on  the  21ft  of  October, 
attempted  to  fix  the  blame  on  the 
inactivity  and  inertnefs  of  the  mi- 
nifters.  This  charge  however  did 
not  appear  well  founded,  though  it 
was  followed  on  the  27th  by  the  re¬ 
signation  of  the  naval  minifter,  M, 


de  la  Luzerne,  who  was  fucceeded 
by  M.  Fleurieu  ;  and  on  the  16th  of 
November,  by  that  of  M*  Tour  du 
Pin,r  who  was  replaced  by  M.  du 
Portail.  The  admiral,  M.  Albert 
de  Rioms,  alfo  refigned,  with  many 
of  the  officers  ;  and  M.  Bougain¬ 
ville  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  fleet.  The  malecontents 
were  with  fome  difficulty  reduced 
to  fubordination ;  but  happily  for 
France,  fhe  was  delivered  from  the 
neceffity  of  engaging  in  a  war  by 
the  convention  which  was  foon  after 
figned  between  Spain  and  England. 

It  was  fortunate  for  France  and 
for  the  affembly,  that,  amid  ft  all 
thefe  difturbances  in  the  exterior 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  new  po¬ 
lice  of  Paris  had  preferved  the  metro¬ 
polis  tolerably  quiet.  The  difeon- 
tent  excited  by  the  affair  of  Nancy 
ended  without  violence.  On  the 
13th  of  November,  however,  the 
tranquillity  of  the  capital  was  once 
more  difturbed,  in  confequence  of  a 
private  difpute,  which  ended  in  a 
duel  between  M.  Caflries  and  M. 
Charles  Lameth,  in  which  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  dangeroufly  wounded.  As 
every  report  is  at  firft  exaggerated, 
the  news  was  very  generally  fpread 
that  M.  Lameth  was  killed  ;  and  the 
people,  ever  prone  to  fufpicion,  im¬ 
mediately  conceived  the  formidable 
idea  of  a  general  confpiracy  fuccef- 
fively  to  affaffinate  all  the  patriotic 
members.  An  immenfe  mob  was 
prefently  affembled  at  the  hotel  de 
Caflries,  which  they  proceeded  to 
fpoil  and  deftroy.  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
whofe  vigilance  was  ever  awake,  no 
fooner  heard  of  the  commotion,  than 
with  a  party  of  the  national  guard  he 
repaired  to  the  fpot,  and  with  a  for¬ 
titude  which  never  forfook  him 
forcibly  reprefented  to  the  populace 
the  rafhnefs  of  their  conduct.  It  is 
equally  to  the  credit  of  each  party, 
that  the  mob  immediately  defifted, 
G  ^  and 
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and  even,  on  coming  out  of  the  houfey 
infilled  that  every  man  fhould  be 
fearched,  to  evince  that  plunder  was- 
not  in  the  lead  their  obje6l. 

On  the  1 6th  and  20th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  a  bufinefs  came  before  the  af- 
fembly,  which:  was  pregnant  with 
difficulty,  and  which  fufpended  the 
public  opinion  for  fome  fucceeding 
months*  It  is  well  known,  that  the 
country  of  Avignon  is  inclofed  on 
every  fide  by  the  dominions  of 
France  ;  that  it  formed  anciently  a 
part  of  Provence  y  that  it  was 
alienated  by  a  queen  who  was  at  that 
period  both  under  circumltances  of 
compulfion  and  a  minor ;  that,  as 
foon  as  Ihe  came  of  age,  fhe  re¬ 
claimed  it ;  that  the  ceffion  had  not 
been  formally  acknowledged  by  the 
parliaments,  and  that  feveral  fuc- 
eeffive  monarchs  had  renewed  their 
claim  to  the  city  as  a  part  of  their 
hereditary  dominions.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  that 
long  poffeffion  had  given  to  the 
popes  that  title  by  which  mod  fo- 
vereignties  are  held  ;  that  the  cef¬ 
fion  of  jane,  queen  of  Naples,  had 
been  ratified  by  the  dates  of  Pro¬ 
vence  ;  and  that  if  fome  of  the 
kings  had  denied  the  right  of  the 
pope,  it  had  been  acknowledged  by 
others.  A  dronger  reafon  folicited 
the  affembly  to  incorporate  this  city 
with  the  kingdom  of  France, andthat 
was  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Avignon  themfelv.es*  The  papal 
government  is  notorioufly  the  word 
in  the  world ;  it  is  even  laid,  that 
judice  was  publicly  bought  and  fold 
at  Avignon  ;  nor  could  any  re- 
mondrances  to  the  pope  obtain  re- 
drefs  for  the  people.  In  this  date 
of  oppreffion,  a  large  party  in  the 
city  faw  with  a  fpirit  of  emulation 
the  new  government  of  France ; 
they  defired  to  make  it  their  model, 
but  dill  profeffed  obedienee  to  the 
pope.  They  eledled  a  municipality, 


and  formed  the  a&ive  citizens  itit& 
a  national  guard*  Such  a  date  of 
things  was  fcarcely  confident  with 
a  foreign  dominion* — A  conted  be¬ 
tween  the  vice-legate  and  the  people 
immediately  fucceededr  on  the  loth 
of  June  a  violent  irffurredtion  took 
place  in  the  city  y  the  people  feized 
the  palace  ;  the  phpal  arms  were 
taken  down,  and  thofs  of  France 
put  up  in  their  place  and  a  peti- 
tion  was  dlfpatehed  to  the  national' 
affembly,  entreating,  that  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  Avignon  might  be  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  dominions  of 
France.  To  this  fird  application: 
the  affembly  only  anfwered,  by  fend¬ 
ing  a  body  of  troops  to  redore  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  to  preferve  order  in  the 
city ;  at  the  fame  time  adjourning 
the  quedion  concerning  the  objedb 
of  the  petition.  In  May  1791,  the 
difeuffion  was  again  refumed,  and  it  j 
was  again  deferred.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  the  papal  party  was  flrong,. 
and  the  clergy  apprehenfive  of  be-i 
ing  deprived  of  their  influence  and 
their  wealth,  a  mod  dreadful  civil; 
war  defolated  this  beautiful  country. 
It  would  be  difg  uding,  as  well  as 
tedious,  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
bloody  feenes  and  the  horrid  out¬ 
rages  which  fucceeded.  Let  it  fuf- 
fice  to  fay,  that  all  thefe  cireum- 
dances  being  made  known  to  the 
affembly,  after  repeated  delibera¬ 
tions,  it  was  at  length  refolved,  on 
the  14th  of  September  1791,  that 
the  territory  of  Avignon,  with  the 
adjacent  county  of  Venaiffin,  fhould: 
be  confidered  as  apart  of  the  French; 
empire,  and  that  a  compenfation  in 
lieu  of  thefe  countries  fhould  be  of¬ 
fered  to  the  pope.  We  have  antici¬ 
pated  a  little  the  order  of  thefe  tranf*! 
actions,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuitydij 
and  now  return  to  the  chain-  of  ouijj 
narrative.  -  I 

We  have  already  feen  but  foeff 
much  occafion  for  cerifure  in  the! 
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fevere  treatment  which  the  national 
clergy  experienced  from  the  confti- 
tuent  affembly.  Their  fituation  was 
not  improved  by  a  feries  of  decrees 
which  were  paffed  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  j  790.  In  the  month  of 
July,  among  other  ecclefiaflical  re¬ 
gulations,  it  had  been  enafted,  that 
every  beneficed  clergyman  fhould 
folemnly  take  an  oath,  a  to  watch 
•carefully  over  the  faithful  in  the 
parifh  or  diocefe  which  was  entrusted 
to  his  care  4  to  be  faithful  to  the 
nation,  the  law,  and  the  king  ;  and 
to  maintain,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  the  newconftitution  of  France, 
and  particularly  the  decrees  relative 
to  the  civil  conftitution  of  the  cler¬ 
gy.”  Many  of  the  clergy,  on  the 
firll  publifhing  of  this  decree,  fpon- 
taneoufly  offered  to  take  the  oath  ; 
but  in  many  places  the  refollition 
continued  a  mere  dead  letter,  till 
the  27th  of  November,  when  a  moft 
fevere  decree  was  enafted,  declaring 
that  all  fuch  clergy  as  fhould  negleft 
ta  take  the  oath,  fhould  be  confi- 
-dered  as  virtually  ejefted  from  their 
benefices;  -and  condemning  to  fevere 
pains  and  penalties  all  fuch  as  fhould 
prove  refraftory.  The  policy  of 
this  meafure  was  certainly  to  place 
the  government  of  the  church  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  were  well  af¬ 
fected  to  the  new  conftitution,  and 
to  difengage  the  nation  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  dilaffefted  perfons,  who 
might  be  dangerous  if  poffeffed  of 
power.  In  this  view,  the  meafure 
was  probably  politic  ;  but  it  is  much 
to  be  doubted  whether  or  not  it 
was  juft.  It  might  be  a  means  ©f 
giving  permanency  to  the  .new  order 
of  things,  but  it  certainly  was  a  vio¬ 
lent  infringement  on  toleration.;  and 
may  we  never  fee  civil  liberty  pre- 
ferved  by  a  tyranny  exerted  over  the 
confciences  of  men  !  The  confe¬ 
rence  was,  that  many  confcientious 
perfons,  who  had  been  well  affefted 
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to  the  conftitution,  refigned  their 
benefices  ;  and  indeed  the  fltuation 
of  honeft  men  with  flrift  notions 
of  church  authority,  was  rendered 
extremely  perplexing  by  the  public 
declaration  of  the  pope,  who  tefti- 
fred  in  marked  terms  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  oath.  It  is  but  juftice 
to  add,  that  the  feverity  of  this  de¬ 
cree  was  in  fome  degree  mitigated 
by  a  fubfequent  law,  which  afiigned 
to  the  non-juring  clergy  apenlion  of 
500  livres  per  annum. 

The  year  1790  clofed  with  fome 
acceffion  of  popularity  to  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly.  A  flatue  was  de¬ 
creed  to  be  erefted  to  the  memory 
of  Rouffeau,  and  his  widow  was  al¬ 
lowed  a  penfion,  Some  other  po¬ 
pular  afts  were  paffed ;  but  what 
conferred  upon  them  the  moft  folid 
applaufe,  was  the  report^of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  finances,  from  which  it 
appeared,  that  the  national  receipt 
exceeded  the  expenditure  by  three 
millions,  and  that  there  was  up¬ 
wards  of  500,000!.  fterling  in  fpecie 
in  the  public  treafury.  To  the  im 
mortal  honour  of  the  affembly,  the 
pernicious  and  difgraceful  tax  of 
lotteries  wae  totally  abolifhed 
and  prohibited.  About  the  clofc 
of  the  year  M.  de  St.  Prieft,  mb 
nifter  of  the  interior  department,  re¬ 
figned./ 

The  firll  aft  of  the  new  year  was 
not  lefs  honourable  to  the  confli- 
tuent  legiflature.  Inftead  of  indi¬ 
cating  (as  its  enemies  infinuated) 
an  inclination  to  prolong  its  feflion, 
like  the  long  parliament  of  Eng¬ 
land,  a  lift  of  articles  was  intro¬ 
duced,  which  were  neceffary  to  be 
difeuffed  previous  to  the  final  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  conftitution  ;  after 
the  determination  of  which  the  af¬ 
fembly  declared  its  intention  of  dif- 
folving  itfelf,  and  refigning  its  au¬ 
thority. 

Thejealoufy  of  the  neighbouring 
■Q  3  potentates 
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potentates  now  began  to  be  alarmed, 
and  there  was  much  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  a  league  was  formed 
againft  the  riling  liberties  of  France, 
among  the  molt  powerful  nations  of 
the  continent.  Cordons  of  troops 
were  advanced*  from  Germany  on 
the  north,  from  Spain  on  the  fouth, 
and  from  Italy  and  Savoy  on  the 
well ;  and  France  might  be  faid  li¬ 
terally  to  be  befieged  with  hoftile 
armies.  The  events  which  took 
place  in  France,  retarded  for  a  while 
the  execution  of  this  plan  :  but  the 
difpofitions  of  defpotic  courts  never 
alter  ;  their  adtion  is  occafionally  in¬ 
terrupted  by  circumllances;  but  their 
tenour  is  diredt,  and  their  condudl 
commonly  conlillent  :  what  Leo¬ 
pold  left  unperformed,  Francis  will 
probably  endeavour  to  accomplilh. 

The  only  plea  which  the  condudt 
of  France  afforded  thefe  powers  for 
interfering  in  her  domellic  concerns, 
was  the  claims  of  the  German  princes 
who  had  eftates  in  Alface  and  Lor¬ 
raine.  On  the  fubverlion  of  the 
feudal  inllitutions,  the  claims  of 
vaffalage,  mortmain,  &c.  &c  which 
thefe  princes  confidered  as  their 
right,  were  necelfarily  abolifhed.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  national  affem- 
bly  repeatedly  decreed  them  the 
ampleft  compenfation.  The  views 
of  the  German  courts  were  different. 
Alface  and  Lorraine  afforded  the 
excufe,  but  the  objedl  of  the  pro- 
jedled  war  was  certainly  not  the 
feignorial  rights  of  a  few  petty 
princes,  who  would  think  themfelves 
amply  recompenfed  by  the  receipt  of 
a  few  louis  in  their  empty  treafuries., 
The  cautious  politics  of  Leopold, 
however,  led  him  to  purfue  the  molt 
courtly  meafures  in  treating  with 
France.  On  the  2 2d  of  January, 
the  king  communicated  to  the  af- 
fembly  a  letter  from  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  in  which  that  mo¬ 
narch  makes  the  moll  unqualified 


proteftations  of  his  amicable  inten¬ 
tions  towards  France  ;  but  inti¬ 
mates  at  the  fame  time,  that  “  it  is 
neceffary  that  all  the  innovations 
that  have  taken  place  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  decrees  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft  be  done  away,  and  matters 
put  upon  the  ancient  footing.” — 
The  king,  when  he  communicated 
the  letter,  treated  it  merely  as  an 
official  meafure  of  the  emperor,  as 
head  of  the  German  empire ;  and 
obferved,  that  he  received  at  the 
fame  time  the  moil  pacific  affurances 
from  the  court  of  Vienna.  The 
affembly,  however,  were  not  -  to  be 
impofed  upon  by  the  fineffe  of  Leo¬ 
pold  ;  they  immediately  decreed  a 
confiderable  augmentation  of  the 
national  force,  and  that  every  defen- 
live  meafure  ffiould  be  expeditioufiy 
adopted. 

Several  caufes  confpired  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order  in 
the  provinces.  The  people  in  many  I 
places  were  too  little  inftrudled  to 
enjoy  legal  and  temperate  liberty. 
The  hopes  of  thofe  who  were  ad- 
verfe  to  the  new  conftitution  were 
elevated  by  the  profpedt  of  a  coun* 
ter-revolution,  and  the  movements 
6f  the  hoftile  powers  ;  and  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  refradtory  and  eject¬ 
ed  priefts  operated  every  where  upon 
the  fanaticifm  of  the  populace.  At 
Aix,  a  club  or  fociety,  calling  it- 
felf  “  Friends  of  the  king  and 
the  clergy,”  was  inftituted  ;  the  i 
members  of  which,  on  the  1 2th  of 
December,  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  imprudent  meafure  of  wearing 
the  white  cockade.  In  the  evening 
©f  that  day,  fome  of  the  party  met 
with  a  number  of  perfons  who  be-  I 
longed  to  a  club  of  oppofite  princi-  1 
pies  ;  fome  piftols  were  difcharged,  i 
and  a  riot  immediately  enfued.  The  .1 
mob  haftened  immediately  to  the  I) 
prifon,  where  a  M.  Pachalis,  an 
advocate;  had  for  fome  time  been  i 
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confined  for  feditious  writings  and 
practices  ;  and,  in  defiance  of  the 
municipality  and  the  national  guard, 
tore  him  from  his  place  of  confine¬ 
ment,  and  hanged  him,  with  two 
others  of  the  ariftocratic  party, 
Meflrs.  Roquette  and  Dorimont,  on 
the  neighbouring  trees. 

At  Lyons,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
defperate,  but  ill-concerted  confpi- 
racy  was  difcovered,  which  had  for 
its  objecl,  to  corrupt  the  populace  of 
that  city,  by  diftributing  money 
among  them  ;  to  bring  back  thither 
the  ex-princes  ;  to  make  that  city 
the  retreat  of  the  king,  if  he  could 
be  detached  from  the  national  aflem- 
bly  ;  and  if  not,  the  aflembly  was 
forcibly  to  be  conveyed  thither  along 
with  him. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Vannes 
in  Brittany  the  fanatic  clergy  openly 
preached  againft  the  conftitution  : 
and  in  one  country  parifh,  the  pried, 
after  having  celebrated  mafs,  defired 
liis  congregation  to  kifs  the  crucifix, 
and  gdve  them  abfolution. — “  Go 
now,”  faid  he,  “  and  plunge  your 
daggers  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  impi¬ 
ous  perfons  who  have  degraded  your 
holy  religion  :  you  are  faved !”  The 
infatuated  multitude,  in  (ligated  by 
this  incendiary  exhortation,  marched 
in  a  body  to  Vannes.  At  this  place, 
however,  they  found  the  Irifh  regi¬ 
ment  of  Walfh  and  the  national 
guard  of  l’Orient  prepared  for  their 
reception,  and  they  were  eafily  re- 
pulfed  and  difperfed. 

The  public  attention  was  now  oc¬ 
cupied  with  a  tranfa6lion  which 
would  have  been  of  little  confe- 
quence  in  any  other  circumftances 
of  the  (late.  On  the  20th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  the  prefident  of  the  national 
aflembly  received  a  letter  from  the 
king.  Hating  that  his  aunts,  the 
daughters  of  Louis  XV.  had  left 
Paris  that  morning  at  fix  o’clock, 
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and  that,  as  he  was  perfuaded  that 
they  could  not  legally  be  deprived 
of  the  liberty  which  the  conftitution 
gave  to  every  citizen  to  travel  where- 
ever  he  would,  he  had  not  at¬ 
tempted  to  prevent  their  departure. 
This  report  was  no  fooner  made 
than  M.  Camus  propofed  that  the 
civil  lift  (hould  be  dimini(hed  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  provifion  which  the 
nation  allotted  them  :  this  was  again 
oppofed  by  M.  Martineau  ;  but  the 
aflembly  confidering  the  fubjedl  un¬ 
worthy  of  their  notice,  pafled  to  the 
order  of  the  day.  On  the  following 
day  however  the  fubjecft  was  re¬ 
newed  by  M.  Barnave,  who,  as  the 
conftitutional  committee  were  at 
prefent  occupied  in  providing  a  fet 
of  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  royal  family,  propofed  that 
they  (hould  be  inftrinfted  to  prefent 
to  the  aflembly  the  plan  of  a  decree 
to  afcertain  the  right  which  per¬ 
fons  allied  to  the  throne  (hould  have 
to  travel  out  of  the  kingdom.  This 
propofal  produced  another  from 
Meflrs.  Martineau,  Goupil,  and 
others,  that  the  law  againft  emi¬ 
grants  (hould  extend  not  only  to 
the  royal  family,  but  to  all  other  in¬ 
dividuals  ;  and  that  a  reafonable  ab- 
fentee  tax  (hould  be  impofed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  difcourage  emigration  in  ge¬ 
neral. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ladies  con¬ 
tinued  their  journey,  and  with  a 
train  of  carriages  prefented  them- 
felves  before  Moret,  and  produced 
to  the  magiftrates  a  paflport  from 
the  king,  counterfigned  Montmo- 
rin,  and  a  declaration  from  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  of  Paris,  dating  that  they 
arrogated  to  themfelves  no  right  to 
(lop  any  perfons  travelling  through 
the  kingdom.  As  the  municipality  of 
Moret  was  informed  that  the  matter 
was  now  under  the  confideration  of 
the  conftitutional  committee,  they 
G  4  deter- 
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determined  to  arreft  them.  They 
had  however  no  fooner  taken  this 
determination,  than  a  party  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  or  more  of  the  chaffeurs  de  Lor¬ 
raine,  with  a  number  of  the  domef- 
tics  of  M.  Montmorin,  mayor  of 
Fontainebleau,  appeared  before  the 
gates,  forced  them  open,  and  made 
a  clear  paffage  for  the  travellers. 
At  Arnay-le-Duc,  the  municipality 
was  more  fuccefsful  :  there  they 
effectually  flopped  the  progrefs  of 
the  royal  emigrants,  and  difpatched 
an  account  of  their  proceedings  to 
the  national  affembly.  On  mature  con- 
fideration,  however,  the  legiflative 
body  decreed,  that  ((  as  there  was 
no  pofitive  law  exifling  which  (auc¬ 
tioned  the  arreft  of  mefdames,  aunts 
to  the  king,  it  fhould  be  referred  to 
the  executive  power  ; ”  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  decree,  after  fome 
delays,  they  were  left  topurfue  their 
journey  to  Rome. 

Thus  the  country  was  entirely  de- 
ferted  by  all  the  different  branches 
of  the  royal  family,  except  mon- 
fieur.  The  people,  whofe  fears  and 
fufpicions  forefaw  a  thoufand  evils  in 
thefe  emigrations,  affembled  in  a  tu¬ 
multuous  manner  at  the  Thuilleries  ; 
and  a  report  being  fpread,  that  the 
only  remaining  brother  of  the  king 
was  about  to  depart  alfo,  the  mob 
immediately  directed  their  courfe 
to  his  palace,  and  infilled  on  a 
promife  not  to  leave  the  kingdom. 
The  prince  conceded  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  populace,  and  they  difperfed 
with  every  appearance  of  fatisfaCiion 
and  joy. 

O11  the  28  th  of  February  an 
event  of  a  more  extraordinary  and 
fufpicions  nature  occurred,  and  un¬ 
fortunately  contributed  to  increafe 
the  jealoufy  and  diiTatisfaClion  of 
the  public.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day,  at  the  ufual  hour  of  di¬ 
vine  fervice  at  the  royal  chapel,  a 


gentleman,  after  walking  for  fome 
time  in  the  gallery,  requefted  of  the 
attendants  on  the  dauphin  to  be 
permitted  to  fee  the  prince.  As  he 
paffed  into  the  apartment,  a  poni¬ 
ard  of  a  peculiar  conftruCtion  was 
difeovered  under  his  coat  :  he  was 
arreiled,  and  examined  before  the 
mayor  of  Paris,  and  committed  to 
cuftody. 

While  the  mayor  was  occupied 
with  this  affair,  he  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  a  riot  in  another  quarter. 
The  caftle  of  Vincennes  had  been  di¬ 
rected  to  undergo  fome  repair;  and,  as 
that  edifice  had  lormerlybeen  ufed  as 
a  Hate  prifon,  the  jealoufy  of  the  po¬ 
pulace  immediately  took  fire,  and 
their  imaginations  reprefented  to 
them  the  horrible  fpeCtre  of  a  Baftille 
flill  more  formidable  than  that  which 
had  been  demolifhed.  The  fuburb 
of  St.  Antoine  was  prefently  in  mo¬ 
tion,  and  the  objeCt  of  popular  fuf- 
picion  was  powerfully  affailed.  M* 
Bailly  was  however  no  fooner  in¬ 
formed  of  this  commotion,  than  he 
proceeded  thither,  accompanied  by 
M.  de  la  Fayette  and  a  llrong  party 
of  the  national  guard.  The  popu¬ 
lace  were  eafily  undeceived,  and  per- 
fuaded  to  difperfe  ;  but  what  was  the 
furprife  of  the  magillrate  and  the 
national  guard,  on  their  return  to 
the  Thuilleries,  to  find  the  gates 
barred  againft  them  ;  and  as  foon  as 
they  'were  forced  open,  the  apart¬ 
ments  were  difeovered  to  be  filled 
with  men  who  had  affembled  under 
the  pretence  of  defending  the  king! 
As  no  criminal  intention  could  be 
proved  againft  them,  after  being 
fearched,  and  deprived  of  their  arms, 
they  were  ordered  civilly  to  depart, 
and  leave  the  protection  of  the  royal 
family  to  the  national  guard.  The 
general  fufpicion  was,  that  a  confpi- 
racy  had  been  concerted -by  the 
chiefs  of  the  ariftocratic  party,  to. 
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take  advantage  of  the  firft  commo¬ 
tion,  which  would  neceffarily  draw 
off  the  national  guard,  to  put  in  ef¬ 
fect  their  iong-proje£ted  plan  of 
carrying  off  the  king.  Whatever 
might  be  the  motive  of  the  perfons 
who  affembled  on  this  occafion,  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  gave  too 
much  countenance  to  the  fufpicions 
of  the  people,  and  cherifhed  that 
fpirit  of  party  which  it  was  fo  much 
the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  counter¬ 
act  and  fubdue. 

The  beginning  of  March  was  de¬ 
dicated  by  the  affembly  chiefly  to 
the  organization  of  the  army.  On 
the  4th  it  was  decreed,  that  there 
fhould  in  future  be  only  fix  marfhals 
of  France,  whofe  functions  fhould 
be  entirely  military,  and  whofe  pay 
was  fixed  at  the  rate  of  30,000  livres 
per  annum.  With  regard  to  the 
marfhals  of  France  then  exifting,  it 
was  determined,  that  fuch  of  them 
as  fhould  not  be  retained  in  the 
actual  fervice  of  the  ftate,  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  penfions  adequate  to  their  me¬ 
rits.  On  the  fucceeding  day  M. 
ViCtor  Broglio  addreffed  the  affem- 
bly  in  favour  of  his  father,  marfhal 
Broglio.  “  He  obferved,  that  the 
decree  which  had  juft  been  paffed 
feemed  to  menace  his  refpeCtable 
father,  after  a  long  and  glorious  ca¬ 
reer,  with  the  deprivation  of  an  ho¬ 
nour  which  he  had  obtained,  not 
from  favour,  but  by  merit.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  he  faid,  always  a  flranger  to 
intrigue,  and  'repulfed  from  court 
even  for  his  virtues,  had  lived  among 
the  foldiers  from  the  acre  of  four- 
teen.  He  was  their  friend,  their 
patron,  their  father.  On  the  late 
unhappy  occafion,  lie  hated,  that 
marfhal  Broglio  had  been  drawn 
from  his  retreat  in  the  country  by 
the  pofitivc  order  of  the  king — That 
he  was  not  privy  to  the  affembling 
of  the  troops  near  the  capital ;  and 
k>  little  confcious  of  the  defign,  that, 
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on  his  arrival  at  court,  his  firft  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king  was — *  Here  are 
the  troops !  but  where  is  the  enemy 
That  he  was  made  acquainted  with 
none  of  the  meafures  of  the  court, 
and  heard  of  the  difmifiion  of  M. 
Neckar  only  through  the  medium 
of  public  report— That  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Metz,  fo  fenfible  had  he 
been  of  the  dithonourable  caufe  in. 
which  he  had  been  unconfcioufly 
engaged,  that  his  fpirits  were  funk, 
and  his  health  had  been  vifibly  on 
the  decline — That  he  was  now  in  fo 
dangerous  a  ftate,  that  he  was  un¬ 
able  to  return  to  his  country,  but 
had  moft  obftinately  refilled  every 
attempt  to  feduce  him  from  his  al¬ 
legiance  to  it.” 

In  confequence  of  this  reprefenta- 
tion,  the  affembly  refolved — “  That 
for  the  prefent  nothing  decifive 
fhould  be  decreed  with  refpeCt  to 
the  rank  of  marfhal  of  France,  as 
held  by  M.  Broglio  ;  but  that  he 
fhould  ftill  be  conlidered  as  pre- 
ferving  his  rank  and  title,  &c.” 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
month,  feveral  decrees  were  paffed 
relative  to  the  cafe  of  a  regency.— 
“  Women  were  excluded  from  that 
truft,  as  well  as  from  the  fucceftion 
to  the  crown.  The  regency  was 
declared  to  belong  of  right  to  the 
next  male  heir  to  the  crown,  during 
the  whole  minority  of  the  king. 
The  perfon  of  the  minor  king,  how¬ 
ever,  was  not  confided  to  the  re¬ 
gent  ;  and  he  was  pronounced  to  be 
of  age  at  eighteen.” — Nearly  about 
the  fame  period  it  was  decreed, 
“  that  all  public  functionaries  ought 
to  refide  in  whatever  place  was  the 
proper  feene  of  their  emplbyments 
— That  the  king,  as  the  firft  public 
functionary,  fhould  be  always  refi- 
der.t,  during  the  feflion,  within 
twenty  leagues  of  the  legiflative 
body  ;  and  that  if  he  or  the  heir 
apparent  went  out  of  the  kingdom 
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without  a  decree  of  the  legiflature, 
they  fhould  be  confidered  as  having 
abdicated  the  crown.” 

This  difcuflion  was  fucceeded  by 
one  of  ftill  greater  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  This 
regarded  the  fucceffion  to  property, 
and  the  right  of  difpofing  of  pof- 
feffions  after  death.  In  the  o.utfet 
of  thh  debate,  a  very  judicious  dil- 
tindfion  was  eftabliihed  ;  and  it  was 
determined,  ift,  to  decide  Avhat  was 
proper  to  be  decreed  with  refpedl 
to  the  effects  of  perfons  dying  in- 
teftate  ;  and,  2dly,  whether  any  re- 
fu  idion  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  right 
of  teftamentary  alienation.  In  the 
firft  part  of  this  inveftigation,  the 
evils,  of  the  exifting  law  of  inhe¬ 
ritances  were  ftrongly  depided.  The  . 
abfurd  feudal  inftitution  of  primo¬ 
geniture  was  fuccefsfully  attacked. 
It  was  demonllrated,  “  that  no  fuch 
inftitution  exifted  among  the  en¬ 
lightened  nations  of  antiquity  ;  that 
it  originated  among  the  mo  ft  barba¬ 
rous  tribes,  and  in  the  moft  uncivi¬ 
lized  periods  ;  that,  in  the  prefent 
ciroumftanees  of  fociety,  it  was  war¬ 
ranted  by  no  motive,  no  reaion,  no 
excufe  j  that  its  bafis  was  injuftice, 
its  confequences  profligacy  and 
crimes  ;  that  the  heir  to  a  large  for¬ 
tune  was  generally  corrupted  by  the 
poffeffion  of  it,  and  the  younger 
branches  devoted  to  beg'gary  and 
prostitution  ;  that  its  effeds  in  a 
public  view  were  ftill  more  deplor¬ 
able  ;  and  that  it  was  the  principal 
caufe  of  that  inequality  among  the 
citizens,  which  produced  moft  of 
the  vice  and  all  the  mifery  that  exifts 
in  fociety.”  In  fine,  the  opinion, 
that  an  equal  divifion  of  property 
Ihould  take  place  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  or  relations  of  perfons.  dying 
inteftate,  feemed  to  meet  with  una¬ 
nimous  approbation,  and  was  fome 
time  after  the  difcuflion  decreed. 
On  the  other  topic,  there  was  a 
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greater  diverfity  of  fentiment.  iS  I* 
defence  of  the  unlimited  power  of 
teftators,  recourfe  was  had  to  the 
facred  light  in  which  property  ought 
always  to  be  regarded  ;  to  the  dif- 
couragement  which  would  be  held 
forth  to  induftry,  if  a  man  was  not 
permitted  to  difpofe  of  his  property 
agreeably  to  his  inclination.  The 
power  of  parents  over  their  chil¬ 
dren  was  another  forcible '  argument 
which  was  Yeforted  to  on  this  topic. 
To  make  children  independent  of 
their  parents,  it  was  laid,  would  be 
the  annihilation  of  good  morals. 
Youth,  it  was  added,  is  the  torrid 
zone  of  human  life,  and  muft  fall 
the  unrefifting  prey  of  temptation, 
of  debauchery,  of  ufury,  of  every 
exifting  corruption  and  depravity, 
if  poflefled  of  an  independent  patri¬ 
mony.  The  character  of  a  father 
was  reprefented  as  the  moft:  facred 
of  titles ;  it  was  that  which  the  Deity 
himfelf  affumes.  The  equal  partition 
of  eftates,  which  was  the  principal 
argument  employed  by  the  other 
fide,  was  adduced  as  a  proof  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  that  arrangement  which  left 
the  difpofal  of  his  property  to  the 
will  of  the  teftator.  In  the  increafe 
of  population,  it  was  faid,  the  landed 
property  of  individuals  would  be 
fubdivided  into  atoms,  and  the  por¬ 
tions  would  be  fo  extremely  fmall 
as  even  to  baffle  the  diligence  of  the 
collectors  of  the  land-tax.” 

The  arguments  on  the  other  fide 
were  not  lefs  forcible  and  ingenious. 
It  was  faid,  (i  that  the  queftion  in 
this  cafe  was  fimply,  whether  the 
will  of  the  law,  or  the  will  of  the  in¬ 
dividual,  ihould  be  obeyed?  The  will 
or  determination  of  the  law  ought 
to  be  preferred,  becaufe  it  was  to¬ 
tally  exempt  from  the  influence  of 
the  paffions;  whereas  the  will  of  the 
individual  was  always  under  their 
direction.  If  the  law  had  deter¬ 
mined,  therefore,  that  an  equal  divi- 
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{ion  of  property  was  for  the  good 
of  the  flate,  the  will  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  ought  not  to  interfere  with 
the  public  welfare.  The  arbitrary 
difpofition  of  parents  not  only  ob- 
flrudted  the  public  profperity,  by 
contributing  to  the  inequality  of 
fortune  among  the  citizens  ;  but 
frequently  produced  the  moft  cruel 
outrages,  by  di (inheriting  their 
children  from  paffion  or  mifrepre- 
fentation. — Itwas  not  however  con¬ 
tended  that  the  reflridtion  fhould 
be  fo  abfolute  that  a  parent  fhould 
have  nothing  left  to  diftribute  as  a 
recompenfe  to  a  deferving  child,  no¬ 
thing  to  withhold  as  a  check  upon 
one  lefs  worthy ;  the  object  was,  to 
leave  a  part  of  the  inheritance  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  teflator,  and  to  dif¬ 
tribute  a  part  in  fuch  proportions  as 
fhould  feem  moil  likely  to  promote 
the  profperity  of  the  common¬ 
wealth. 

Of  this  latter  opinion  was  Mira- 
beau ;  but  he  fpake  no  longer 
from  the  tribune,  which  had  fo 
often  refounded  with  the  thunders 
of  his  eloquence,  but  from  the  dark 
and  filent  regions  of  the  dead. 
While  the  law  of  fucceflions  conti¬ 
nued  in  agitation,  he  was  feized 
with  an  inflammatory  colic,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-two  was  cut  off  in 
the  meridian  of  earthly  glory.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  moft  fevere  part  of  his  ill- 
nefs,  and  even  while  ftruggling  in 
the  arms  of  death,  he  continued 
{till  the  man  of  the  public. — A  few 
hours  before  his  deceafe  he  fent  for 
the  bifhop  of  Autun,  and  obferved 
to  him  that  the  law  of  inheritances 
was  the  order  of  the  day. — He  re- 
quefted  him  to  take  down  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjedt,  and  report 
them  to  the  national  aflembly. — It 
is  difficult  to  fay  whether  the  afflic¬ 
tion  with  which  they  heard  the 
news  of  his  death,  or  the  refpedt 
which  they  feemed  to  pay  to  his 
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lafl  fentiments,  was  more  honourable 
and  confpicuous.  Some  fufpicions 
were  entertained  that  he  died  by 
poifon  ;  but,  on  opening  his  body, 
no  proofs  were  found  to  juftify  fuch 
a  conjecture. 

The  prefent  age  has  not  feen  a 
more  extraordinary  character  than 
M.  de  Mirabeau.  His  talents  were 
brilliant,  and  the  times  and  fitua- 
tion  were  favourable  to  the  exercile 
of  them.  He  was  formed  by  na¬ 
ture  and  by  habit  to  govern  and 
diredl  a  popular  aflembly. — His 
deep  penetration,  his  promptitude, 
his  fluent  eloquence,  his  powerful 
voice,  were  all  adapted  to  command 
attention,  and  to  fllence  or  confute. 
Born  of  a  noble  though  not  an  opu¬ 
lent  family,  his  early  education  had 
initiated  him  in  all  the  engaging,  all 
the  focial  arts  ;  his  love  of  pleafure 
had  led  him  into  a  variety  of  filia¬ 
tions,  and  had  made  him  perfedtly 
acquainted  with  the  human  charac¬ 
ter  ;  the  perfecution  and  diftrefs 
which  he  had  encountered  in  early 
life,  had  rendered  him  firm  ;  a  te¬ 
dious  confinement  had  made  him 
ftudious.  Few  ftatefmen  poflefled 
more  extenfive  views  ;  few  orators 
have  been  capable  of  bolder  flights, 
of  a  more  paflionate  addrefs,  or  a 
more  energetic  expreflion. 

Of  his  private  life  we  profefs  to 
know  but  little  :  common  report, 
however,  has  not  fpoken  of  him  in 
this  view  in  the  moft  favourable 
terms.  H  is  private  charadter  cloud¬ 
ed  with  fufpicion  his  public  con- 
dudt  ;  though  it  mufl  be  confefied, 
that  there  is  nothing  upon  record 
which  juftifies  fuch  conjectures. 
Though  he  defended  royalty,  it 
would  be  harfli  to  fay  that  he  did  it 
only  to  promote  his  interefl  with 
the  monarch :  though  he  pleaded 
for  the  admiffion  of  miniflers  to  the 
legiflative  body,  we  have  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  aflert,  that  he  meant  to  folicit 
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an  employment.  He  profefTes  of 
himfelf,  that  his  fyflem  of  politics 
was  that  which  is  termed  the  mo¬ 
derate  fyflem. — Perhaps  every  man 
who  fees  deeply  into  human  nature, 
and  who  knows  the  weaknefs  of 
mankind,  and  the  inflahility  of  po¬ 
pular  counfels,  will  be  moderate. 
He  is  even  /aid  in  his  lafl  illnefs  to 
have  expreffed  his  fears  left  the  de¬ 
mocratic  party  of  France  ftiould  go 
too  far  in  weakening  the  executive 
government. 

As  an  orator,  the  faireft  teftimony  ^ 
is  the  amazing  power-  which  he  pof- 
feffed  in  a  numerous  and  turbulent 
affembly,  and  his  confefledly  ex¬ 
celling  all  the  efforts  of  hisilluftrious 
rivals  and  contemporaries.  The  fa¬ 
culty  on  which  he  appears  moft  to 
have  valued  himfelf,  was  that  of  im¬ 
proving  on  the  obfervations  of 
others,  and  perpetually  drawing 
even  from  his  adverfaries  a  copious 
fund  of  matter.  His  writings  are 
unequal,  and  not  unfrequently  ob- 
fcure.  In  delineating  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  other  men,  he  is  fevere,  far- 
caftic,  and  uncandid ;  and  in  his 
gallery  of  portraits  (if  it  be  indif- 
putably  his)  he  appears  to  have 
made  facrifices  to  jealoufy  and  envy 
unworthy  of  his  own  great  talents, 
and  unbecoming  a  liberal  mind. 

O 

The  honours  which  he  received 
from  his  country  are  perhaps  unpa¬ 
ralleled  in  the  prefent  age.  During 
his  illnefs  his  door  was  befieged  by 
inquiring  citizens,  whofe  counte¬ 
nances  evinced  that  they  conftdered 
him  as  the  faviour  of  their  country. 
The  directory  of  Paris  and  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  decreed  a  mourning 
of  eight  days.  By  a  refolution  of 
the  legiflature  alfo,  a  public  funeral 
was  ordered,  and  which  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  the  national  affembly,  the  mi- 
nifters,  the  magiftrates  and  judges 
in  their  robes,  the  national  guard  of 


Paris,  the  focietv  of  Friends  of  the 
Conftitution,  or  Jacobins,  and  an  in¬ 
credible  number  of  fpe&ators.  The 
magnificent  new  church  of  St.  Ge¬ 
nevieve  was  confecrated  for  the  re- 
ception  of  the  remains  of  great  men, 
and  Mirabeau  was  the  firlt  who  was 
publicly  decreed  that  honour.  As 
that  church  however  was  not  com¬ 
plete,  the  body  was  for  the  prefent 
depofited  in  St.  Etienne  du  Mont, 
which  adjoins  St.  Genevieve,  by  the 
fide  of  the  coffin  which  contains  the 
afhes  of  Defcart.es. 

The  next  difeuffion  which  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  the  affembly, 
was  the  organization  of  the  miniftry. 
The  miniffers  were  declared  refpon- 
fible  ;  and  it  was  alfo  decreed,  that 
no  member  of  the  national  affembly 
could  take  any  part  in  adminiftra- 
tion  til^four  years  after  the  conclu- 
fion  of  that  legiflature  of  which  lie 
was  a  member. — The  appointment 
of  minifters  was  veiled  in  the  king  ; 
but  their  number  was  to  be  regulated 
by  the  legiflature. — The  minifters 
then  appointed  were,  iff,  A  mi- 
nifter  of  juftice,  who  was  to  keep  the 
great  feal ;  to  execute  all  laws  re¬ 
lative  to  the  fan&ioning  of  decrees  ; 
to  preferve  a  correfpondence  with  all 
the  inferior  departments  of  juftice ;  to 
fubmit  to  the  legiflacure  all  queftions 
of  jurifprudence,  &c.  2d,  A  mi- 

nifter  of  war,  to  fuperintend  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  all  the  troops  of  the 
line,  &c. ;  to  order  the  movements 
of  the  armies  again/l  the  enemy,  &c. 
3d,  A  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  to 
fuperintend  and  condudl  all  cor¬ 
refpondence  with  foreign  courts  ;  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  treaties  ; 
and  to  have  a  general  care  of  the 
political  and  commercial  interefts  of 
the  kingdom.  4th,  A  minifter  of 
marine  and  for  the  colonies.  The 
minifter  of  foreign  affairs  to  have  a 
falary  of  150,000  livres  (about 
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y,40ol.)  per  annum,  and  the  reft 
loo,oco  livres  (about  5,000k)  per 
annum.  The  king  and  the  mi- 
nifters  to  compofe  a  great  council  of 
ft  ate,  for  the’due  exercife  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power; 

The  nobleffe  affembled  on  the 
borders  of  Alface,  for  the  purpofe 
of  reconquering  their  titles,,  began 
now  to  create  fome  alarm  in  the 
people.  The  emigrant  army  had 
been  reviewed  by  the  prince  de 
Conde :  their  uniform  was>  black, 
faced  with  yellow,  with  a  death’s 
head  furrounded  with  a  laurel  wreath 
on  one  cuff,  and  a  fword  on  the 
other,  with  the  motto,  <£  Conquer 
or  die.”'  The  emigrants  alfo,  it  was 
added,  were  well  received  by  moft 
of  the  German  princes,  and  every 
thing  appeared  hoftile  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers.  As  the  cardinal  de  Rohan 
had  taken  an  a£live  part  in  feducing 
the  people  from  their  duties,  an  adt 
of  impeachment  was  decreed  againft 
him  and  fome  other  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  emigrants.  *' 

With  this  circumftance  feveral 
others  concurred  to  keep  awake  the 
ever-watchful  eye  of  popular  fufpi- 
eion.  The  king,  whether  he  enter¬ 
tained  them  through  prejudice  and 
predilection,  or  through  mere  eom- 
paffion,  was  furrounded  with  non- 
juring  priefts,  and  other  perfons  of 
a  dubious  charafter  ;  and  the  people 
had  not  forgotten  the  lingular  tranf- 
aftion  of  the  Thuilleries  on  the  28th 
©f  February.  However,  therefore, 
we  may  condemn,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  tumult  which  took 
place  on  the  18th  of  April,  while 
the  royal  family  was  preparing  to 
fet  out  for  St.  Cloud,  where  they 
intended  to  pafs  the  Eafter  holidays. 
The  populace,  who  confidcred  this 
as  only  foreboding  the  flight  of  the 
king,  and  a  counter-revolution,  cla- 
moroufiy  furrounded  the  carriage, 
and  infilled  on  their  maj allies’  re- 
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turn.  It  was  in  vain  that  M.  Bailly 
and  M.  de  la  Fayette  oppofed  this- 
phrenfy  ;  in  vain  they  exerted  them- 
felves  to  procure  a  free  paffage  for 
the  carriage.  A  fet  of  orators  bet¬ 
ter  adapted  to  the  ears  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  exclaimed,  i(r  If  the 
king  efcapes,  there  will  be  a  civil 
war,  and  the  ftreets  of  Paris  will  be 
deluged  with  the  blood  of  the  citi¬ 
zens.”  The  national  guard  refilled 
to  a£l — We  know,”  faid  the  gre¬ 
nadiers,  ((  that  we  are  violating  the 
law  ;  but  the  fafety  of  the  country  is 
the  firft  of  laws.” 

The  royal  family, in  fhort,  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  return.  The  king  immediately 
repaired  to  the  affembly,  where* 
with  a  becoming  firmnefs  and  dig¬ 
nity,  he  complained  of  the  infult* 
and  declared  his  intention  of  per- 
fevering  in  his  refolution.  He  was 
anfwered  in  a  refpedtful  fpeech  by 
the  prefident ;  and  he  proceeded  oir 
his  journey.  At  the  fame  time,  his 
majefty  embraced  this  opportunity 
of  notifying  to  all  the  foreign  courts 
his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution  * 
and,  in  compliance  with  a  requeft 
from  the  municipality  of  Paris,  dif- 
miffed  from  about  his  perfon  thole 
obnoxious  perfons  who  had  been  zc 
principal  caufe  of  the  fufpicion. — 
New  affurances  of  fidelity  to  the 
conftitution,  and  of  loyalty  to  the 
king,  paffed  between  the  fovereign- 
and  the  national  affembly,  and  all  was 
quiet. 

The  writers  of  all  parties  have 
done  juftice  to  the  fprrit  and  pro¬ 
priety  which  diftingiiifhed  the  con- 
du£t  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  On  the  21ft,  he,  with  the 
other  ftaff-officers,  lent  in  their  re- 
fignation,  obferving,  that  fince  the 
national  guards  would  no  longer 
obey,  they  muft  ceafe  to  retain  a 
command  which  was  merely  nominal. 
This  event  was  no  fooner  known 
than  all  Paris  was  feized  with  a  ge- 
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serai  terror  ;  nor  could  all  the  ma¬ 
chinations  of  La  Fayette’s  enemies 
prevent  their  foliciting  in  a  body, 
and  under  circumdances  the  mod 
refpedtful  to  him,  that  he  would  re- 
affume  the  command.  After  fome 
hefitation  on  his  part,  and  the 
dronged  affurances  given  on  theirs 
of  entire  obedience,  he  agreed  on 
the  24th  to  comply  with  their 
wifhes. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  in  the 
capital,  the  provinces  could  not  even 
yet  be  pronounced  in  a  perfect  date 
of  tranquillity.  At  Touloufe  in 
particular,  feveral  patriot  citizens 
were  afiaffinated  on  the  night  of  the 
17th  of  March.  The  murder  was 
attributed  to  the  officers  or  foldiers 
of  the  regiment  of  St.  Barthelemy. 
The  people  immediately  took  arms, 
but  happily  the  tumult  ended  in 
burning  the  colours  of  the  regiment. 
The  real  authors  of  the  affaffinations, 
however,  efcaped  into  Spain. 

Thefe  commotions,  which  agitated 
the  mother  country,  were  however 
tariffing  when  compared  with  the 
fatal  animofities  which  prevailed  in 
the  colonies.  The  decree  of  March 
1790  was  fo  far  from  quieting  the 
jealoufies  and  didurbances  which 
exifted,  that  its  immediate  effedt 
feemed  to  be  to  kindle  the  whole  of 
the  French  Wed  Indies  into  a  flame. 
Before  the  arrival  of  the  commif- 
fioners  who  were  to  enforce  the 
decree,  a  mulatto  of  the  name  of 
Oge  attempted  to  excite  a  rebel¬ 
lion  in  St.  Domingo  :  his  party 
was,  however,  defeated  :  he  took 
refuge  among  the  Spaniards  ;  they, 
however,  furrendered  him,  and  he 
expired  upon  the  wheel.  The  very 
troops  which  had  been  fent  from 
France  to  redore  tranquillity,  be¬ 
came  infedted  with  the  fpirit  of  in- 
fubordination.  A  regiment  of  na¬ 
tive  troops  too,  which  was  named 
the  regiment  of  Port-au-Prince, 


afiaffinated  their  colonel.  The 
bellious  regiment  was  embarked, 
and  fent  to  Europe  ;  but  the  king’s 
commiflaries  dill  exercifed  a  feeble 
and  dubious  authority. 

But  the  very  decree  of  the  affem- 
bly,  the  fubdance  of  which  has  been 
already  intimated,  proved  the  mod 
deplorable  fource  of  difeord.  In 
that  decree,  parochial  affemblies 
were  diredled  to  be  held  previous  to 
the  forming  of  a  colonial  conditu- 
tion  ;  but  no  definition  was  given 
of  the  perfons  who  were  to  form 
thefe  meetings.  The  people  of  co¬ 
lour,  not  being  excepted,  concluded 
naturally  that  they  were  virtually 
comprifled  ip  the  law.  The  molt 
violent  conteds  enfued,  and  a  depu¬ 
tation  was  fent  over  to  the  national 
affembly,  to  demand  an  explication. 

In  May  1791,  the  matter  was 
warmly  agitated  in  the  affembly.— 
The  advocates  in  favour  of  the 
people  of  colour  urged  tfye  decla¬ 
ration  of  rights,  which  the  affembly 
itfelf  had  agreed  on  as  the  bafis  of 
their  newr  conditution,  and  even  ap¬ 
pealed  to  a  higher  authority,  the 
great  fundamental  principles  of  rea- 
fon  and  judice.  The  colonial  de¬ 
puties,  and  their  abettors,  confeffed 
that  the  prejudice  againd  the  people 
of  colour  wras  abfurd  and  unjud  ; 
but  they  alleged  that  it  wras  a  pre¬ 
judice  which  could  not  be  annihi¬ 
lated  by  a  fingle  decree,  or  be  obli¬ 
terated  in  a  ihort  fpace  of  time — 
That  a  law  which  fhould  at  once 
elevate  thefe  perfons  to  the  fame 
rank  wfitli  the  white  colonids,  would 
expofe  the  ifland  to  the  fevered  ca¬ 
lamities.  The  affembly  found  itfelf 
in  a  mod  difficult  predicament.  The 
free  people  of  colour  on  the  one 
hand,  and  their  dependents,  were 
numerous  and  wealthy  ;  and,  on  the.' 
other,  the  whites  in  the  French 
iflands  were  rnaders  of  nearly 
200,000  negroes,  were  poffeffed  of 
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all  the  actual  power,  and  had  exhi¬ 
bited  the  moft  alarming  fymptoms 
of  independence.  They  had  al¬ 
ready  opened  their  ports  to  foreign 
nations,  and  had  threatened  to  tranf- 
fer  t'heir  allegiance  to  the  Englifh 
government.  The  troops  which 
had  been  fent  had  been  debauched 
from  their  duty,  and  corrupted  in 
their  principles,  and  little  reliance 
could  be  placed  upon  new  debarka¬ 
tions.  In  this  dilemma,  the  legis¬ 
lature  proceeded  gradually,  and 
with  extreme  caution. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  a  decree 
was  paffed  to  quiet  the  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  colonifls  with  refped 
to  the  liberation  of  the  negroes ; 
and  it  was  eftabliflied  as  a  conftitu- 
tional  article,  “  that  the  legislature 
of  the  mother  country  could  decide 
nothing  with  refped  to  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  the  haves,  but  upon  the  ac¬ 
tual  and  formal  demand  of  the  co¬ 
lonial  affemblies.”  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed,  on  the  15  th,  by  another  de¬ 
cree  equally  cautious,  and  in  effed 
partial  to  the  white  colonifts  ;  which 
was,  that  people  of  colour  born  of 
free  parents  on  both  liaes,  fhould  be 
admitted  into  all  the  colonial  affem- 
blies :  and  as  to  thofe  whofe  pa¬ 
rents  on  one  fide  only  were  free,  the 
legiflature  would  not  determine  any 
thing  till  they  heard  the  fentiments 
of  the  colonial  aifemblies. 

Thus,  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
timid  policy  which  had  produced 
the  difturbances,  the  affembly  ftill 
continued  to  widen  the  breach. — 
Neither  party  was  fatisfied  with  the 
decree.  The  majority  of  the  people 
of  colour  were  not  born  of  parents 
who  were  both  free,  fince  it  happened 
that  a  conliderable  number  were  the 
offspring  of  flaves  who  had  been  in 
a  ftate  of  concubinage  with  their 
mafters  ;  and  the  white  colonills,  on 
the  other  hand,  found  their  darling 
prejudice  invaded  even  by  this  tri- 
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fling  innovation.  The  moft  fatal 
difcord  manifefted  itfelf  immediately. 
The  affemblyhad  fent  over  no  troops 
to  enforce  its  own  decree.  The  co¬ 
lonifls  complained,  that  the  decree 
in  itfelf  was  impracticable.  Such  a 
fcrutiny  as  it  required  into  the  pe¬ 
digree  and  extraction  of  individuals, 
could  not  be  conducted  without  of¬ 
fence,  without  difficulty  and  litiga¬ 
tion.  The  white  colonifts  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that 
this  laft  decree  was  a  total  violation 
of  the  preamble  to  the  former : 
though  the  aflembly  had  fandioned 
the  continuance  of  flavery,  they  ftill 
feared  the  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade,  and  determined  to  relax  no¬ 
thing  in  their  feverity  and  oppref- 
fion  of  the  people  of  colour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemies  of 
the  revolution  were  not  inadive  in 
inflaming  the  minds  of  both  parties. 
The  flaves,  whether  inftigated  by 
incendiaries,  or  whether  finding  the 
civil  authority  which  held  them  in 
obedience  almoft  annihilated,  foon 
began  to  take  a  part  in  the  difputes  ; 
and  difcord,  violence,  and  bloodfhed 
ervaded  every  part  of  the  colonies, 
n  Martinico,  and  the  fmaller  iflands, 
after  much  conteft,  order  has  been 
partly  reftored  ;  but  St.  Domingo 
ftill  remains  a  melancholy  fcene  of 
defolation  and  civil  war.  The  hif- 
tory  of  thefe  tranfaCtions  has  not 
yet  been  lufticiently  inveftigated  : 
but,  in  our  next  volume,  we  purpofe 
to  colled  the  moft  authentic  ftate- 
ments,  and  to  furnifh  as  complete  a 
narrative  as  poffible,  both  of  the 
caufes  and  confequences  of  this  in- 
furredion. 

In  the  latter  end  of  June,  the  city 
of  Paris,  and  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France,  were  thrown  into  the  moft 
violent  confternation,  by  the  defer- 
tion  of  the  king.  It  was  remarked, 
that  for  fome  weeks  previous  to  this 
event,  the  emigrations  had  greatly 

increafed  $ 


m  B  R  I  T  I 

Increafed;  Jlnd  tke  circulating  fpecie 
of  the  kingdom  difappeared,  as  it 
were  by  a  miracle. — The  non-juring 
priefts  were  more  aftive  and  auda¬ 
cious  than  ever,  and  emiffaries  were 
employed  to  corrupt  the  foldiery  of 
almoft  every  regiment,  and  efpeeially 
on  the  frontiers. 

The  perfidious  Bouille,  who  had 
fo  wantonly  imbrued  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  his  fellow-foldiers,  in 
the  affair  of  Nancy,  was  the  princi¬ 
pal  agent  on  this  occafion.  By  a 
variety  of  fiftions  and  excufes,  he 
evaded  for  a  long  time  the  civic 
oath ;  but  at  length  he  took  it  with 
*  fuch  fpontaneous  tokens  of  zeal  as 
left  no  room  to  doubt  of  his  fidelity. 
He  was  entrufted  with  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  frontiers  ;  a  truft  which 
lie  exercifed  more  confidently  with 
his  own  character  and  views,  than 
with  the  principles  of  duty  and  ho¬ 
nour.  He  either  permitted  the  forti¬ 
fications  of  all  the  frontier  towns  to 
run  to  decay,  or  affifted  in  their  di¬ 
lapidation.  The  garrifons  were  left 
without  provifions  or  ammunition. 
The  national  foldiery  were  replaced 
Wherever  it  was  poffible  with  fo¬ 
reigners,  and  the  utmoft  pains  were 
taken  to  fpread  difunion  and  dif- 
content  among  the  national  troops. 
The  place  nominally  appointed  for 
the  retreat  of  the  king,  was  Mont- 
medy,  a  fortified  town  of  Luxem¬ 
burg!)  ;  but  it  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  that  his  a  final  refidence  was 
to  be.  within  the  emperor’s  domi¬ 
nions.  Here  the  emigrants  from 
all  quarters  were  to  be  affembled, 
and  were  to  aft  in  concert  with  the 
powerful  fuccours  which  were  to  be 
fiirnifhed  by  Prufiia  and  Afiftria, 
while  other  diversions  were  to  be 
made  on  the  fide  of  Spain  and  Savoy, 
by  the  refpeftfve  monarchs  of  thofe 
‘countries. 

Such  13  the  account  which  is  molt 
generally  believed  of  the  motives 
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and  plan  of  this  ill-concerted  and  urfc 
fortunate  journey  ;  unfortunate  for4 
the  country,  becaufe  it  deftroyed 
that  confidence  which  the  people 
ought  to  have  in  the  executive  go^ 
vernment  ;  and  doubly  unfortunate 
for  the  monarch,  becaufe  it  loft  him 
much  of  the  love  of  an  affeftionate 
and  loyal  people,  who,  in  the  moil 
diftrefsful  and  tumultuous  circum- 
ftances  of  the  revolution,  was  never 
known  to  waver  or  abate  in  the  re- 
fpeft  and  perfonal  regard  which 
they  retained  for  their  fovereign* 
The  king’s  intention  was  not  kept 
fuch  a  profound  fecret,  but  that  it 
was  known  to  M.  Gouvion,  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  national  guard, 
who  communicated  it  to  the  mayor 
and  M.  la  Fayette  ;  the  guard  was 
in  confequence  doubled,  and  fuch 
precautions  were  taken  as  appeared 
likely  to  prevent  every  poffibility  of 
effefting  the  intention.  On  the 
night  of  the  20th  of  June,  however, 
the  king,  queen,  madame  Elizabeth, 
filter  to  the  king,  and  the  whole  of 
the  royal  family  difappeared.  Soon 
after  their  departure,  it  wras  dif- 
covered  that  a  fewer  which  ran  un»< 
der  the  princefs  Elizabeth’s  apart* 
ment,  from  the  caftle  of  the  Thuille* 
ries,  and  communicated  with  the 
river,  under  the  firft  arch  of  the  Pont 
Royal,  had  been  cleaned  out,  and 
covered  with  planks  and  fand. — 
Through  this  it  was  fuppofed  the 
royal  family  efcaped,  and  proceeded 
in  a  boat  along  the  river  to  Seve, 
where  a  ftrong  and  convenient  coach, 
made  for  the  purpofe,  received  the 
king,  the  queen,  the  dauphin,  and 
madame  Elizabeth.  The  others  were 
conveyed  in  poft-chaifes*  Monfieut* 
and  madame  took  the  road  to  Mons  } 
and  the  king’s  party  that  of  Mont* 
medy. 

If  a  teft  had  been  wanting  of  the 
fpirit  and  patriotifm  of  the  nation, 
none  could  have  been  devifed  fo  fa- 
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tisfa&ory  as  this.  The  affembly 
received  the  news  with  a  calmnefs 
and  dignity,  fufficient  almoft  to  dif- 
countenance  oppofition.  Their  firft 
care  was  the  public  fafety  and  tran¬ 
quillity.  They  committed  to  the 
minifters  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  the  other  political  functions  of 
the  king.  A  new  oath  of  fidelity 
to  the  nation  was  prefcribed  to  the 
military.  Couriers  were  difpatched 
to  all  the  different  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  with  orders  to  ftop  the  fugi¬ 
tives,  if  poflible,  and  to  recommend 
the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good 
order.  After  thefe  precautions,  the 
affembly,  with  unparalleled  calmnefs, 
refumed  their  ordinary  labours,  and 
proceeded  to  the  difcufiion  of  the 
penal  code. 

Among  the  people,  the  firft  im- 
pulfe  was  a  combined  emotion  of  con¬ 
firmation,  furprife,  and  indignation. 
The  king’s  arms  and  effigies  were 
taken  down  and  broken  by  the  po¬ 
pulace  of  Paris.  A  proclamation 
from  the  affembly,  however,  foon 
reftored  order.  The  national  guard 
affembled ;  deputations  from  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
the  affembly,  with  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  firm  profeffions  of  patriotifm 
and  obedience. 

Though  the  majority  of  the  nation, 
however,  thus  evinced  its  attachment 
to  the  revolution,  the  flight  of  the  king 
was  viewed  in  very  different  lights, 
according  as  the  different  parties  felt 
their  particular  prejudices  affe&ed 
by  the  event.  At  the  firft  of  the 
revolution,  two  parties  only  divided 
the  mafs  of  the  people  ;  the  friends 
of  privileges  and  ariftocracy,  and  the 
friends  of  liberty  :  but  the  latter 
had  fince  divided,  and  a  party  more 
dangerous  to  the  new  conftitution 
than  even  the  ariftocracy  themfelves 
had  ftarted  up  ;  a  party,  who,  in 
queft  of  ideal  perfe6tion,  are  never 
fatisfied  with  any  eftablifhcd  form 
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of  government ;  but  who  are  plan¬ 
ning  Utopian  republics,  inftead  of 
promoting  the  peace  and  induftry 
of  a  people,  and  the  liability'  of  the 
government,  which  are  the  only  cir- 
cumftances  that  can  give  greatnefs 
or  profperity  to  a  nation. 

To  the  republican  party  the  de-^ 
parture  of  the  king  was  a  matter 
of  triumph :  their  love  of  change 
was  now  likely  to  meet  at  leaft  a 
prefent  gratification  :  they  enlarged 
upon  the  abfurdity  of  a  government 
which  enabled  an  individual  to 
throw  the  whole  ftate  into  confu- 
fion  :  they  reprefented  the  king  as  a 
perjured  monfter,  whofe  patriotifm 
and  love  for  his  people  would  pre- 
fently  be  evinced  by  his  entering 
France  at  the  head  of  hoftile  armies, 
to  ravage  the  country,  and  to  drench 
it  in  blood.  The  lofs  of  authority, 
they  ftated,  mud  be  ever,  to  him 
who  once  poffeffed  it,  a  fubjedft  of 
regret ;  and  they  exhorted  the  lovers 
of  liberty,  even  if  the  king’s  flight 
ftiould  be  prevented,  to  make  ufe  of 
the  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  a  11a* 
tural  enemy. 

The  more  temperate  and  founder 
thinkers  faw  the  matter  in  a  very 
different  point  of  view.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  preferred  a  limited 
monarchy,  as  at  leaft  the  moft  expe¬ 
dient  form  of  government,  and  con- 
fidered  it  as  abfurd  in  a  nation  en¬ 
joying  perfect  liberty,  to  difpute 
about  the  mode  or  form  in  wrhich  it 
Ihould  be  adminiftered.  They  con- 
fidered,  that  even  if  the  republican 
form  were  preferable,  cuftom  and 
habit  had  inured  the  French  to  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  their  ftrongeft  preju¬ 
dices  inclined  them  to  fupport  it  : 
that  the  nation  was  not  in  a  ftate 
to  endure  the  fhock  of  a  fecond  re¬ 
volution.  They  therefore  con¬ 
templated  it  as  the  happieft  event 
that  could  occur,  fhould  the  king 
by  any  fortunate  chance  be  reftored  ; 

H  -  and 

1 


1 14 


BRITISH  AND 


and  forefaw  a  tram  of  the  mod: 
formidable  evils  threatening  the 
kingdom  and  the  people,  fhould  he 
fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 

Thefe  difafters  were  happily  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  patriot  rfm,  vigilance, 
and  good  conduct  of  two  obfcnre 
individuals.  To  favour  their  efcape, 
the  royal  family  had  obtained  a 
paflport  through  the  medium  01 
the  Ruffian  ambaffador,  in  the 
name  of  a  baronefs  de  Kortz,  with 
her  fuite,  as  travelling  to  Frankfort. 
They  travelled  in  the  mod  private 
manner  till  they  found  themfelves 
at  a  confiderable  diffance  from  the 
capital,  when  they  were  furnifhed 
by  Bouille  with  detachments  of  dra¬ 
goons,  under  the  pretence  of  guard¬ 
ing  fome  treafure  for  the  pay  of  the 
foldiers.  They  proceeds  without 
interruption  for  156  miles,  and  were 
but  a  few  leagues  from  the  frontiers 
when  they  were  arrefted.  At  St. 
Menehoud,  the  poft-mafier,  a  M. 
Drou^t.,  had  formerly  been  a  dra- 

foon  in  the  regiment  of  Conde. — 
!e  immediately  recognifed  the 
queen,  and  was  forcibly  attracted  by 
the  refemblance  of  the  king  to  hi3 
portrait  on  the  affignat  of  fifty  livres. 
He  was  confirmed  in  his  fufpieions, 
on  feeing  the  detachment  of  dra¬ 
goons  relieved  by  a  detachment  of 
huflars^and  determined  to  dop  them ; 
but,  being  alone,  was  prudent  enough 
not  to  expofe  hirnfelf  to  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  the  foldiers.  He  differed  the 
carriage  to  pafs,  but  mounted  a  fwift 
horfe,and  tqo|ua  crofs-road  to  Yaren- 
iies,  which  was  their  next  dage.  He 
communicated  his  fufpieions  to  the 
pod-mader  there,  who  had  alfo  for¬ 
merly  been  a  dragoon  ;  and  they 
concluded  that  the  only  mode  of  ef¬ 
fecting  their  purpole  was  to  barri¬ 
cade  the  dreet  and  bridge  over 
which  the  carriages  mud  neceffarily 
pafs..  Fortunately,  on  the  bridge 
there  itloodat  the  moment  a  carriage 


loaded  with  furniture  ;  they  overfed 
it,  and  called  together  the  mayor,, 
the  procureur  de  la  commune,  and 
the  commandant  of  the  national 
guard,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
number  of  the  patriots  was  increafed 
to  eight  men.  The  commandant 
and  the  procureur  approached  the 
principal  carriage,  and  afked  the 
names  of  the  travellers.  The  queer? 
petulantly  anfwered,  they  were  ii? 
hade,  and  produced  the  paffport, 
which  was  thought  a  fufficient  war¬ 
rant  by  feveral  perfons  ;  but  the  poft- 
maffers  combated  the  opinion,  or* 
the  ground  of  its  not  being  coun- 
terfigned  by  the  prefident  of  the 
national  affembly  ;  and  afked  why 
a  Ruffian  baronefs  fhould  be  es¬ 
corted  by  the  military  of  France  ? 
It  was  determined  therefore  to 
flop  the  travellers  ;  and  as  they  en¬ 
tered  the  houfe  of  the  procureuiy 
the  king  throwing  off  his  difguife 
refumed  his  dignity.- — “  1  am  your 
king,  it  is  true,”  faid  he  :  (i  thefe 
are  my  wife  and  children.  I  charge 
you  to  treat  us  with  that  refpedt 
which  the  French  nation  have  always- 
manifiefted  towards  their  fovereign.’* 

The  national  guard  now  arrived 
in  confiderable  numbers,.  and  at  the 
fame  moment  the  huffars,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  fvvord  in  hand  to  force 
the  houfe  where  the  king  was  ;  but 
were  anfwered  by  the  national  guard* 
that  they  fhould  never  carry  him  off 
alive.  The  commandant  of  the  na¬ 
tional  guard  had  placed  at  each  end 
of  the  ftreet  two  field-pieces,  which 
however  were  not  charged ;  but 
they  were  fufficient  to  intimidate  the? 
huffars,  who,  upon  the  commandant 
ordering  the  artillery- men  to  their 
polls  with  their  matches  in  their 
hands* relinquiffied  their  obje&,  and 
quietly  furrendered  the  king  to  the 
cuilody  of  the  national  guard. 

The  news  of  thefe  tranfa&ioas 
was  received  by  the  afiembly  with 
7  inex* 
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inexpreflible  fatisfa&ion.  The  per¬ 
jured  Bouille  was  fufpended  from  his 
functions  j  and  orders  were  given 
for  arrefting  him,  and  all  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  concerned  in  the  flight 
of  the  king  :  but  Bouille  evaded  for 
the  prefent  the  axe  of  juftice,  by 
flying  the  kingdom.  The  aflembly 
next  appointed  two  commifiioners  to 
examine  the  inferior  agents  of  the 
king’s  flight  ;  and  three  commif- 
floners,  MeflTrs.  Tronchet,  d’Andre, 
and  Duport,  were  appointed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  declaration  of  the  king 
and  queen. 

The  royal  family  were  efcorted  to 
Paris  by  a  conflderable  body  of  the 
national  guard,  who  increafed  in 
numbers  as  they  approached  the 
metropolis.  Meflrs.  Barnave,  Pe¬ 
tition,  and  Latour  Maubourg  had 
been  difpatched  to  Varennes  for  the 
purpofe  of  accompanying  them  back 
to  Paris ;  and  public  tranquillity 
was  fo  well  preferved,  that  they  en¬ 
tered  the  Thuilleries  on  the  25th 
without  any  difturbance,  and  with 
no  apparent  inconvenience  but  the 
fatigue  of  the  journey.  On  the 
27th  the  commifiioners  waited  on 
the  king  and  queen  to  receive  their 
declarations.  The  king  perfifled  in 
the  affertion  that  he  had  made  from 
the  firft,  “  that  he  had  no  intention 
of  leaving  the  kingdom,  and  meant 
only  to  fix  at  Montmedi,  which  is  a 
fortified  town,  till  the  vigour  of 
government  fhould  in  fome  degree 
be  reftored,  and  the  conftitution 
fettled.  A  further  reafon  for  prefer¬ 
ring  this  as  the  place  of  his  refidence, 
was,  he  added,  that- in  cafe  of  any 
difturbance  on  the  frontiers  he  might 
be  ready  to  prefent  himfelf  in  the 
poll  of  danger,  and  to  prevent  infur- 
redlion.  His  reafons  for  quitting 
Paris,  he  declared  to  be,  the  infults 
to  which  he  was  liable  there,  and 
the  inflammatory  publications  which 
toere  daily  produced,  particularly 
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againft  the  queen,  which  rendered 
him  apprehenfive  for  her  fafety  ftill 
more  than  for  his  own  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis. ”  The  declaration  of  the 
queen  refted  entirely  on  the  plea, 
“  that  as  the  king  had  determined 
to  remove  himfelf  and  family,  it  was 
impofiible  that  fhe  could  admit  the 
thought  of  voluntarily  parting  from 
him  and  her  children.” 

Monfieur  and  Madame,  who  had 
taken  a  different  road,  were  more 
fuccefsful  in  efFefting  their  efcape, 
and  arrived  fafe  at  Bruflels  on  the 
23d. 

The  necefiity  of  completing  the 
fab  ric  of  the  conftitution  became 
now  more  than  ever  apparent, and  the 
aflembly  laboured  inceflantly  on  the 
municipal  code  and  the  organization 
of  the  army.  In  the  mean  time 
every  precaution  was  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
a  decree  was  pafled,  the  fubftance  of 
which  was,  that  fuch  of  the  emi¬ 
grants  as  did  not  return  within  two 
months  fhould  be  fubjetled  to  triple 
taxes  for  the  year  1791. 

The  flight  of  the  king  feemed  in¬ 
deed  the  fignal  for  the  emigrants  to 
commence  their  hoftile  proceedings^ 
M.  Cazales  and  fome  others  of  tha 
violent  ariftocratic  party  fent  in 
their  refignations  to  the  national 
aflembly ;  troops  were  levied  oil 
the  frontiers  in  the  king’s  name, 
and  many  of  the  former  officers  of 
the  royal  regiments  exerted  them* 
felves  to  feduce  the  foldiers  from 
their  allegiance  by  promifes  of  ad¬ 
vancement  and  luVh  rewards ;  their 
attempts,  however,  were  in  general 
without^  fuccefs ;  a  circumftance 
which  has  not  been  adverted  to  by 
thofe  who  fuppofe  the  attachment 
of  the  French  foldiery  to  the  revo¬ 
lution  to  have  been  entirely  venal. 
As  thefe  levies  were  made  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  he  thought  it 
proper  formally  to  difavow  them, 
H  2  which 
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which  he  did  in  a  letter  to  the  na¬ 
tional  affembly  dated  the  7  th  of  July. 

The  return  of  the  king  appeared 
to  make  little  alteration  in  the  de- 
figas  of  the  fovereigns  who  were 
confederated  againd  France.  Spain, 
indeed,  whofe  political  intereds  are 
diametrically  oppofite  to  a  rupture 
with  France,  renewed  on  the  occa- 
fion  its  profeffions  of  amity.  The 
other  courts  kept  dill  at  a  didance, 
and  the  German  frontierwas  crowded 
with  troops,  and  every  where  en¬ 
gaged  in  military  preparations.  He 
mud  know  little  indeed  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  who  can  fuppofe  that  fuch  a 
circumdance  could  make  any  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  intentions  of  the  com¬ 
bined  courts.  The  politics  of  def- 
pots  are  always  felfifh ;  increafe  of 
territory  is  dill  their  favourite  pur- 
fuit.  It  would  be  weak  to  fuppofe 
that  compafiion  for  the  emigrants, 
fympathy  for  the  king,  or  even  zeal 
for  the  maintenance  of  royal  autho¬ 
rity,  would  be  motives  drong  enough 
to  engage  them  in  the  expences  and 
difficulties  of  war.  A  dronger  in¬ 
citement  mud  be  fuppofed  ;  and  that 
could  be  no  other  than  the  difmem- 
berment  ©f  France,  conne&ed  mod 
probably  with  the  dedruCtion  and 
annihilation  of  the  petty  dates  of 
Germany.  Victorious,  Audria  and 
Pruffia  may  be  enriched  with  the 
fpoils  of  France  ;  and  even  difap- 
pointed  in  thatobieCl,  as  the  fmaller 
dates  of  Germany  will  in  that  cafe 
be  the  chief  theatre  of  war,  excufes 
may  be  found  for  placing  them  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  more  powerful 
empires,  and  for  aggrandizing  thefe 
at  the  expence  of  their  weak  and  in¬ 
digent  neighbours.  * 

France  however  dill  continued 
in  too  united  a  date  to  warrant  any 
immediate  enterprife  againft  her. 
Addredes  breathing  the  dronged 
profeffions  of  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  the  conditution  poured  in  from 


every  quarter.  Foreigner?  refidefct 
in  France  feemed  folicitous  of  the 
honour  of  being  claffed  among  her  ci¬ 
tizens.  Among  thefe  it  would  be 
unpardonable  not  to  mention  parti¬ 
cularly  general  Luckner.  This  ce¬ 
lebrated  veteran,  who  had  renounced 
his  German  origin  for  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  a  Frenchman,  embraced 
the  opportunity  of  tedifying  his  wifh 
to  conquer  or  die  in  the  fervice  of 
liberty  and  the  conditution.  The 
conduCt  of  the  affembly  was  not  un¬ 
worthy  the  confidence  which  the 
nation  feemed  to  place  in  its  virtue 
and  patriotifm.  Calmnefs,  dignity 
and  moderation  characterized  its 
proceedings  at  this  period. — In  op- 
pofition  to  the  violent  republicans, 
the  legidature  tenacioufly  adhered  to 
its  conditutiomal  decree  concerning 
the  inviolability  of  the  king’s  perfon* 
Even  the  emigrants  were  treated 
with  a  degree  of  indulgence :  the 
prince  de  Conde  himfelf,  though 
profededly  in  a  date  of  war  with  his 
country,  did  not  experience  either 
hade  or  feverity  from  the  affembly. 
M.  Duveyrier  was  fent  as  envoy  to 
him  and  the  other  princes,  to  folicit 
their  return  to  the  enjoyment  of 
happinefs  and  fecurity  in  the  bofom 
of  their  country  ;  but  this  ambaffa- 
dor  of  peace  was  imprifoned,  and  in- 
fulted  in  the  mod  barbarous  manner. 

The  unanimity  which  prevailed 
throughout  France,  from  the  time  of 
the  king’s  return  till  his  acceptance 
of  the  conditution,  was  however  in¬ 
terrupted  by  a  fhart  but  difgraceful 
riot  at  Paris.  Several  efforts  had 
been  made  by  ill  difpofed  perfons, 
fuppofed  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  emi¬ 
grants,  or  of  the  hodile  princes,  to 
didurb  the  public  tranquillity,  by 
circulating  lids  of  members  of  the 
affembly  who  were  reported  to  be 
bribed  to  betray  their  trud,  and 
other  infidiotis  manoeuvres.  Thefe 
efforts  however  all  proved  abortive 
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*711  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July, 
when  the  magiftrates  were  alarmed 
by  the  report  that  a  large  body  of 
feditious  perfons  were  about  to  af- 
femble  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  Two 
of  the  magiftrates  were  fent  to  the 
fiiburb  of  St.  Antoine,  where  they 
had  the  fatisfadfion  to  find  that  every 
thing  was  quiet.  At  eleven  o’clock 
however  intelligence  was  brought, 
that  in  the  quarter  of  Gros-caillou 
two  perfons  had  been  murdered  : 
three  municipal  officers  were  there¬ 
fore  difpatched,  at  the  head  of  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  national  guards,  to  feize 
the  murderers  and  difperfe  the  in- 
furgents.  At  the  fame  moment  in¬ 
formation  was  received  of  an  alarm  - 
ing  tumult  in  the  Champ  de  Confe¬ 
deration.  The  mob  attacked  the  na¬ 
tional  guard,  and  one  man  had  the 
audacity  to  fire  on  M.  la  Fayette 
himfelf.  The  man  was  feized  ;  but 
M.  la  Fayette,  with  a  falfe  genero- 
fity,  permitted  him  to  efcape.  The 
red  flag  was  now  difplayed,  and 
martial  law  proclaimed.  The  nation¬ 
al  guard  was  at  length  obliged  to  fire 
upon  the  people,  who  did  not  dif¬ 
perfe  till  about  twelve  were  killed, 
and  fifty  or  fixty  wounded.  It  was 
afferted,  with  what  truth  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fay,  that  foreign  emiflaries 
were  difcovered  among  the  populace 
diftributing  money,  and  exciting 
them  to  rebellion. 

The  period  now  approached, 
when  the  conftituent  aftembly  were 
to  terminate  their  labours.  A  com¬ 
mittee  had  been  for  fome  time  em¬ 
ployed  in  compiling  and  digefting 
into  a  code  theconflitutional  decrees, 
and  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  it  was 
read  to  the  affemblyby  M.  Thou- 
fet,  and  debated  article  by  article 
on  the  following  days.  On  the  3d 
of  September  it  was  prefented  to  the 
king.  He  fignified  his  acceptance 
#fit  in  writing  on  the  13th  ;  and  the 
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following  day  he  appeared  at  the  af- 
fembly,  introduced  by  a  deputation 
of  fixty  members,  and  folemnlyconfe- 
crated  the  affent  which  he  had  alrea¬ 
dy  given,  and  concluded  with  an  oath 
“  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation  and  to 
the  law,  and  to  employ  the  powers 
veiled  in  him  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  due  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  law.” 

While  the  conftitutional  a Sl  was 
in  agitation  an  additional  decree 
was  paded,  importing  that  no  branch 
of  the  royal  family  could  exercife 
any  employment  in  the  gift  of  the 
people  ;  and  on  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  the  conftituent  national  af 
fembly  terminated  an  uninterrupted 
felfion  of  two  years  and  fo  ur  months, 
and  fpontaneoufiy  dilfolved  itfelf. 

In  treating  of  the  different  a&s 
of  the  national  affembly,  we  have 
freely  criticifed  fuch  parts  of  the  new 
conftitution  as  appeared  liable  to 
objection.  One  general  error,  and 
which  may  ultimately  effeCf:  its  de¬ 
ft  ru&ion,  mull  appear  on  the  peru- 
fal  of  it  to  moll;  readers ;  and  that 
is,  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power.  Unlefs  the  agents 
of  government  be  prote&ed  and  fup- 
ported  in  the  execution  of  their  fe- 
veral  duties,  their  operations  mull 
necelfarily  be  timid,  feeble,  and  in¬ 
effective.  Perhaps  the  impeachment 
of  minifters,  which  is  a  moll  folcmn, 
a  moft  important,  and  alfo  a  moft 
dangerous  branch  of  legiflative  au¬ 
thority,  unlefs  exercifed  with  great 
diferetion,  ought  to  be  fubje&ed  to 
fuch  formalities  as  might  render  it 
difficult  upon  frivolous  pretences. 
Perhaps  the  concurrence  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  portion  of  the  legiflative  body 
ought  to  be  required  before  an  im¬ 
peachment  could  be  brought  for¬ 
ward  or  moved  for  ;  fince  it  appears 
that,  if  a  popular  harangue  from  a 
fingle  demagogue  is  fufficient  to 
H  3  difplace 
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of  the  people,  are  certainly  no  longer 
wanted.  It  is  not  a  fupply  of  po¬ 
liticians,  but  of  mechanics,  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  hufbandmen,.that  muft 
now  give  vigour  ^nd  profperity  to 
France  ;  and  it  is  better  to  reft 
fatisfied  with  even  an  imperfedl  form 
of  government,  than  by  a  continued 
purfuit  of  ideal  perfection  to  retain 
the  country  and  the  government  in 
an  uniettled  and  a  divided  ftatc.  A 
free  government  may  fometimes  ex- 
perience  injury  from  too  much  con¬ 
fidence  but  it  is  certain  to  be  de¬ 
ft  roved  by  a  feries  of  difcord,  difor- 
der,  and  faction. 


CHAP.  V. 

State  of  Germany .  Revolt  of  the  Netherlands.  ’Their  Reduction.  Turk'fJj 
War.  Conference  of  Reichenbach.  Peace  between  Avflria  and  Ruffia. 
Peace  between  Ruff  a  and  Sweden.  Taking  of  If  mail.  Difgr ace  and  Death 
of  the  Vizir.  Taking  of  Maczin,  &c.  Mediation  of  P  riff  a  and  Eng¬ 
land.  Peace  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte ,  Polfh  Revolution .  Affairs 
■  of  Liege. 

H  IL  E  the  empire  of 
France  was  convulfed  with 
the  amazing  change  which  had  been 
fffeCtcd  in  its  government,  the 
neighbouring  countries  of  Europe 
were  fcarcely  lefs  agitated  with  fo¬ 
reign  wars  or  with  inteftine  com¬ 
motion.  No  fovereign  could  fuc- 
ceed  to  a  throne  at  a  more  difficult 
crifis  than  that  in  \vhich  Leopold 
JI.  was  invefted  with  the  imperial 
purple.  By  the  temerity  of  his  pre- 
deceflor,  he  found  himfelf  involved 
in  a  diftant  and  unprofitable  war  } 
while  the  moft  flourifhing  part  of 
his  hereditary  dominions  appeared 
for  ever  alienated  from  the  houfe  of 
Auftrja. 

Jofeph  II.  was  the  mimic  of 
Frederic,  who  has  been  mifnamed 
the  Great  ;  but  if  his  views  were 
|efs  fdfjffij  his  conduCt  was  lefs  art¬ 


ful  than  that  of  the  Pruffian  tyrant. 
Like  lfts  great  model,  he  was  a  vo¬ 
tary  of  the  pretended  philofophy  of 
Voltaire,  and  cqnfidered  every  thing 
as  reformation  which  was  oppofite 
to  eftablifhed  opinipns.  No  people 
are  more  attached  to  their  religion 
than  the  Flemings  ;  and  the  altera¬ 
tions  which  Jofeph  attempted  in  the 
church  and  conftitution  of  the 
Belgic  provinces,  had  kept  them  in 
a  ftate  of  agitation  for  a  confiderable 
period.  What  was  effedled  by  vio¬ 
lence  was  enforced  by  feverity.  The 
unrelenting  perfecution  to  which  all 
the  opponents  of  Jofeph  were  ex- 
pofed,  had  depopulated  the  coun¬ 
try  by  continued  emigrations.  The 
exiles  in  the  mean  while  preferved  a 
ftriCt  correfpondence  with  each 
other ;  they  had  their  agents  in 
every  part  of  Brabant  and  Flanders, 


difplace  a  minifter,  and  even  to  fub- 
jedt  him  to  a  criminal  profecution, 
fuele  offices  will  never  be  executed 
by  men  of  fpirit  and  chara&er. 

Another  oblervation  will  perhaps 
not  be  confidered  as  impertinent,  as 
relative  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
France.  When  the  conftitution  was 
fettled,  it  fhould  have  been  the  great 
objedt  of  every  friend  to  his  country 
to  labour  for  the  reftoration  of  tran¬ 
quillity,  order,  and  induftry.  Thofe 
political  affociations,  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  Amis  de  Conftitu¬ 
tion,  & c.  &c.  which  might  be  11  fe- 
ful  at  firft  in  keeping  up  the  fpirit 
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$md  it  is  generally  fuppofed  were 
not  deftituie  of  foreign  fupport. 
On  different  parts  of  the  Auffrian 
frontier  they  attempted  repeatedly 
to  col  led!  their  fcattered  forces  ;  but 
they  were  as  conffantly  difperfed  by 
applications  from  the  court  of  Vi¬ 
enna  to  the  dates  where  they  pre- 
funied  to  (hew  themfeives.  It  was  not 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 7  89  that 
they  were  able  to  take  any  effectual 
meafures.  Then,  as  if  by  magic,  an 
army  of  40,000  men  appeared  in  an 
indant  of  time,  and  over- ran  the 
whole  of  Auitrian  Flanders.  As 
count  Trautmandorf,  the  head  of 
the  Auftrian  adminilfration,  had  ar- 
feded  feveral  of  their  friends  at  Bruf- 
iels,  the  infurgents  feized  in  the  fird 
sriftance  the  perfon  of  M.  Crumpipen, 
the  chancellor  of  Brabant,  whom 
they  detained  as  a  hodage.  They 
foon  obtained  poffeffkm  of  the  town 
and  citadel  of  Anvers,  of  Tournay, 
and  of^Ghent.  The  leaders  of  the 
party  formed  themfeives  into  a  le- 
giflative  body  at  Breda,  where  they 
declared  themfeives  the  lawful  dates 
of  the  provinces.  Their  proceed¬ 
ings  at  firffc  were  marked  by  an  un¬ 
common  fpirit  of  unanimity.,  and 
their  fuccefs  was  correfpondent.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  whole  of  the 
Audrian  Netherlands,  the  citadel  of 
Antwerp  and  a  few  other  llrong 
places  excepted,  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  patriots.  It  was  in  vain  that 
the  emperor  Jofeph  threatened,  in 
vain  he  held  forth  the  molt  flattering 
and  conciliatory  language,  in  vain 
offered  to  reflore  their  ancient  con¬ 
stitution,  and  even  to  endow  them 
with  additional  privileges.  On  the 
22d  of  December  the  dates  of  Bra¬ 
bant  affembled,  and  in  concert  with 
the  deputies  of  the  other  provinces 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
minidry.  M.  Henry  Van  der  Noot, 
ft  popular  advocate,  who  had  diftin- 
gy ifhed  himfelf  by  his  oppofition  to 
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the  emperor,  was  named  prime  mi- 
nider  ;  M.  Van  Euren,  grand  peni¬ 
tentiary  of  the  cathedral  of  Anvers, 
was  appointed  fecretary  of  date ;  anxl 
the  baron  d’Hore,  commiffary-ge- 
neral  for  the  war  department. 

About  the  fame  period  the  other 
dates,  viz.  Flanders,  Hainault, 
Tournay,  Namur,  and  Guelderland, 
were  convened,  and  formally  de¬ 
claimed  their  allegiance  to  the  em¬ 
peror.  The  magtftrates  whom  Jo¬ 
feph  had  banifhed  were  at  the  fame 
time  recalled,  and  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  were  opened  under  the  new 
adminidration.  General  Van  der 
Merfch,who  had  didinguidred  him- 
felf  in  leveral  actions,  was  appointed 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  ; 
envoys  were  dlfpatched  to  feveral  fo¬ 
reign  powers,  and  the  dates  affumed 
all  the  prerogatives  and  fundlions  of 
fovereiom  authority, 

n  j 

In  the  month  of  January  1790, 
the  outlines  of  a  federal  conditution, 
confiding  of  twelve  articles,  were 
formed  by  the  Belgic  dates,  for  that 
was  the  title  which  the  new  confede¬ 
ration  affumed.  In  tliefe  articles  it 
was  dipulated,  that  .each  province 
fli  ould  re  tain  its  own  peculiar  condi- 
tution,  as  well  as  the  right  of  internal 
leg-illation ;  blit  that  a  congrefs 
Ihould  be  appointed,  confiding  of 
deputies  from  each  of  the  provinces, 
for  the  conduct  of  all  affairs  relative 
to  the  federative  union,  the  Feneral 
defence  of  the  republic,  the  coining 
of  money,  the  ratifying  of  treaties, 
&c.  The  Roman  catholic  religion 
was  edabliihed  throughout  all  the 
dates.  The  civil  and  military  em- 
ployments  were  never  to  be  united 
in  the  fame  perfon  ;  nor  were  the 
members  of  the  republic  to  accept 
of  any  military  order  01'  difimbtien 
from  foreign  powers. 

Though  the  Belgic  dates  expe¬ 
rienced  no  diredd  fupport  from  the 
powers  which  were  friendlv  to  their 
H  4  iutereih. 
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interefts,  and  which  were  fuppofed 
to  have,  encouraged  their  revolt,  yet 
their  armies  were  refpe&ably  in- 
creafed  by  a  number  of  foreigners, 
particularly  from  England  and 
France,  who  entered  as  volunteers 
into  their  fervice,  and  performed  the 
mod:  gallant  a&ions.  That  which 
was  termed  the  Belgic  legion  in 
particular  was  compofed  chiefly  of 
Britifh,  and  no  body  of  military  ever 
<liftmguifhed  themfelves  by  more 
active  courage  or  more  perfeft  dif- 
cipline. 

It  would  be  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pofe  minutely  to  detail  the  viciffi- 
tudes  of  the  war.  The  fpirit  of  the 
people,  encouraged  by  their  clergy, 
and  the  good  conduct  of  their  offi¬ 
cers,  not  only  enabled  them  to  fup- 
port  an  unequal  conteft,  but  even 
inclined  the  balance  of  vidtory  in 
their  favour,  and  foon  wrefted  the 
whole  of  the  Belgic  provinces  from 
the  dominion  of  Auftria. 

The  unanimity  which  prevailed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  was  unfortunately  not  of  lung 
duration.  The  federal  government 
of  the  Belgic  ftates  appeared  to  be 
eftablifhed  on  a  bafis  not  ill  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fupport  the  fabric  of  a  con¬ 
federated  empire;  but,  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  different  ftates,  there 
exifted  enough  of  evil  to  produce 
difcontent,  fadlion,  and  diftruft.  The 
conifitutions  of  thefe  provinces  were, 
like  ntoif  of  the  old  governments 
of  Europe,  founded  entirely  upon 
feudal  and  ariftocratical  principles. 
The  nobles  and  the  clergy  were  in¬ 
verted  with  particular  privileges, 
which  like  all  others  were  fo  many 
infringements  on  the  general  lights 
of  the  citizens.  When  Jofeph  fub- 
verted  the  conrtitution  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  privileges  of  the  fuperior 
orders  were  involved  in  one  common 
ruin  with  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
All  parties*  therefore,  were  at  firft 


united  in  reclaiming  the  ancient  con- 
ftitution,  as  more  tolerable  than  the 
defpotifm  of  Auftria ;  but  when 
they  had  fuccefsfully  contended,  and 
purchafed  their  liberties  at  the  price 
of  their  blood,  the  enlightened  part 
of  the  community  conceived  that,  in 
eftablifhing  the  new  government, 
fuch  alterations  ought  to  be  adopted 
as  were  agreeable  to  the  prefent  im¬ 
proved  notions  of  civil  policy,  and 
fuch  parts  of  the  old  conftitution  fa- 
crificed  as  were  adtually  oppreffive. 
But  what  was  their  furprife,  when 
they  found  that,  inftead  of  an  im¬ 
proved  fyftem,  the  old  ariftocratical 
government  was  every  where  adopted 
by  the  ruling  powers,  and  even  with 
additional  burthens  on  the  people, 
and  additional  indulgences  to  the 
privileged  orders ! 

So  far  from  indicating  any  defire 
for  improvement,  any  genuine  af- 
feftion  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  one 
of  the  firft  fteps  of  the  Belgic  con- 
grefs  was  a  public  declaration  of  in¬ 
tolerance  ;  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
was  totally  prohibited,  and  ftate  li- 
cenfers  appointed  ;  arbitrary  impri- 
fonment  was  allowed,  and  feveral 
other  unpopular  meafures  were 
adopted.  A  general  air  of  myftery 
covered  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
grefs,  which  was  foon  found  to  be 
filled  with  the  creatures  and  imme¬ 
diate  connexions  of  Van  der  Noot 
and  Van  Euren.  Among  the  per¬ 
sons  who  profefled  themfelves  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  exifting  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  who  wiftied  that  fome- 
thing  more  might  be  done  for  the 
caufe  of  the  people,  were  fome  of 
the  higheft.  rank  and  the  moll  po¬ 
pular  character.  Of  thefe  it  is  only 
neceffary  to  mention  the  prince 
d’Aremberg,  the  due  d’Urfel,  the 
vifeount  Walkiers,  and  general  Van 
der  Merfch.  A  patriotic  committee 
was  formed  at  Bruflels  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  effecting  fome  reform  in  the 

government. 
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government.  The  conftitution  of 
England  was  the  avowed  object  of  the 
majority  of  thefe  reformers,  which 
they  wiflied  to  fee  adopted  as  far  as 
might  be  confident  with  republican 
government.  But  thefe  were  the  views 
of  a  comparatively  fmall  part  of  the 
public  :  the  great  mafs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  inferior  orders,  were  di- 
re6ted  entirely  by  an  implicit  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  will  of  their  priefts, 
and  in  every  refpeft  fubjeft  to  mo¬ 
nadic  influence.  The  patriotic  com¬ 
mittee  was  fcarcely  formed,  than 
the  mod  alarming  riots  were  excited 
in  Brufiels  and  other  parts ;  in  which 
the  rabble,  always  governed  by  the 
mod  contemptible  prejudices,  ex¬ 
claimed  in  favour  of  the  exifiing 
oligarchy,  and  feemed  anxioufly  in- 
dudrious  in  forging  fetters  for  them- 
felves. 

Such  was  the  inaufpicious  crifis 
for  Belgic  liberty,  in  which  Leopold 
afcended  the  throne  of  his  ancedors. 
That  crafty  prince,  lefs  dazzled  with 
falfe  glory,  lefs  heated  with  the  rage 
of  innovation,  than  his  unfortunate 
predeceffor,  was  able  clearly  to  dif- 
cern  that  his  real  intered  no  longer 
confided  in  reaping  barren  laurels  in 
the  unprofitable  conted  with  the 
Ottomans,  but  in  conciliating  or  re¬ 
ducing  his  revolted  fubjedts,  and  in 
attending  to  the  adtual  profperity 
and  peace  of  his  extenfive  hereditary 
dominions.  It  was  even  faid  that 
the  unfortunate  Jofeph,  when  hum¬ 
bled  and  fubdued  by  the  approach 
of  death,  exprefled  the  deeped  con¬ 
trition  for  his  imprudent  conduct, 
and  recommended  to  his  fucceflor, 
in  the  dronged  terms,  the  adoption 
of  pacific  meafures  in  treating  with 
his  Flemifh  fubje&s.  One  of  the 
fird  deps  therefore  of  Leopold  was 
to  iffue  a  conciliatory  proclamation, 
inviting  the  revolted  provinces  to 
return  to  their  allegiance,  pledging 
himfelf  for  the  federation  of  their 
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civil  and  ecclefiadical  conftitutions, 
and  promifing  a  complete  redrefs  of 
every  grievance.  While  fuch  were 
his  proceedings  in  public,  he  did  not 
negleft  to  treat  in  private  with  the 
leaders  of  the  two  parties.  Whether 
fuccefsful  or  not  in  gaining  them  to 
his  intereds,  one  effect  was  certain  to 
follow  this  mode  of  negociation  ;  it 
was  certain  to  increafe  that  didrufl: 
and  difunion  which  already  exided : 
each  party  in  fa£t  mutually  confi- 
dered  and  reprefented  the  other  as 
fold  and  devoted  to  the  views  of 
Audria ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  monarch  was  mod 
fuccefsful  with  the  pretended  patri¬ 
otic  committee. 

The  king  of  Hungary  however 
did  not  entirely  trud  to  the  effe&s 
of  his  negociation,  nor  to  the  dif¬ 
union  which  prevailed  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  themfelves.  He  no  fooner 
afcended  the  throne  than  he  fecretly 
determined  upon  a  peace  with  the 
Turks  ;  and  he  began  gradually  to 
withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Otto¬ 
man  territories,  to  employ  them 
upon  an  object  of  fuperior  profit  and 
importance.  General  Bender,  an 
excellent  officer,  was  fupplied  with 
an  immenfe  reinforcement  of  choice 
troops,  and  prepared  to  renew  the 
war  with  frefh  aftivity  and  vigour. 

In  fuch  an  extremity,  a  union  of 
parties  could  fcarcely  be  purchafed 
at  too  large  a  price.  The  Belgic 
provinces  were  too  weak,  without 
foreign  aid,  to  refid  the  immenfe 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Audria,  had 
the  mod  perfect  unanimity  pre¬ 
vailed.  But  what  mud  be  our  ado- 
nifhment,  to  find  that  the  didrefies 
which  threatened  them  feemed  to 
increafe  in  dead  of  reconciling  their 
diflenfions  !  Adverfity  and  perfect!- 
tion  had  made  Van  der  Noot  ap¬ 
pear  more  than  a  man — power  and 
profperity  had  converted  him  into  a 
child.  There  was  nothing  odious 
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and  unpopular  into  which  the  Belgic 
congrefs  was  not  impelled  by  his 
advice  and  authority,  and  thofe  of 
Van  Euren.  The  Vonkids,  or  pa¬ 
triotic  committee  (fo  called  from 
the  name  of  their  prefident  Vonk), 
were  every  where  perfecuted.  The 
dungeons  were  crowded  with  date 
prifoners.  The  mod  fanguinary  and 
fevere  code  of  military  laws  that 
perhaps  ever  was  invented,  was 
enabled  for  the  regulation  of  the  ar¬ 
mies.  If  a  foldier  was  heard  to  mur¬ 
mur,  he  was  put  in  irons,  and  chaf- 
tifed  with  the  dat  fide  of  a  fabre,  ad 
libitum .  If  he  threatened  his  officer, 
he  was  ffiot  dead  on  the  fpot,  with¬ 
out  form  or  procefs.  It  was  death 
for  a  foldier  to  defert  his  pod,  to  lofe 
his  arms,  or  dy  from  the  enemy ; 
and  even  if  he  were  to  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  company  for  ever  fo 
fhort  a  time  without  a  pafs,  he  was 
eonfidered  as  a  deferter,  and  inevi¬ 
tably  puniffied  with  death.  To  com¬ 
plete  the  impolicy  and  abfurdity  of 
their  proceedings,  the  duke  d’Urfel, 
the  vifcount  de  Walkiers,  and  feveral 
of  the  fird  nobility  were  arreded  as 
traitors.  The  vi&orious  general  V an 
der  Merfch  was  put  under  arred,  and 
committed  to  the  cadle  of  Anvers, 
upon  charges  which  in  themfelves 
were  frivolous  ;  though  it  mud  be 
confeded  that  there  is  fome  reafon 
to  believe  that  this  commander  had 
devoted  himfelf  to  the  views  of 
Audria. 

A  fa£t  of  a  lefs  important  nature 
will  ferve  perhaps  dill  better  to  fhew 
the  weaknefs  and  inconfidency  of 
this  adminidration.  When  the  na¬ 
tional  adembly  of  France  fequedered 
the  edates  of  the  monaderies,  the 
Belgic  congrefs,  which  was  com- 
pofed  of  monks,  or  of  men  devoted 
to  that  order,  beheld  the  facriiege 
with  horror  and  refentment ;  and 
to  evince  their  difapprobation,  and 
to  retaliate  for  fuch  of  their  coun¬ 


trymen  as  might  have  differed  in  the 
general  dednudion  of  monadic  or¬ 
ders  in  France,  they  fequedered 
themfelves  the  edates  of  the  Trench, 
monks  in  the  Belgic  provinces  ;  and 
thus  to  punidi  this  heretical  nation 
for  what  they  had  done,  they  exa6tly 
did  what  the  French  themfelves 
would  have  done,  had  they  been  in 
poffedion  of  the  fupreme  authority 
in  Brabant. 

Baron  Schoenfeld,  a  Pruffian,  fuc- 
ceeded  Van  der  Merfch  in  the  com¬ 
mand,  and  in  the  outfet  of  his  career 
evinced  himfelf  a  fit  minider  of  the 
decrees  of  congrefs.  In  one  day 
he  hanged  thirty  foldiers  who  had 
deferted  their  pod.  Without  form 
or  ceremony  he  broke  all  the  officers 
who  were  obnoxious  to  him ;  M. 
Lochee,  colonel  of  the  Belgic  legion, 
was  obliged  to  refign,  and  many 
other  foreign  officers  of  great  merit 
quitted  the  fervice.  Still  the  con¬ 
grefs  determined  to  redd  ;  and  fuch 
was  the  detedation  of  the  Audrian 
yoke,  that,  amidd  all  thefe  difcou- 
ragements,  the  majority  both  of  fol¬ 
diers  and  of  the  people  continued  to 
fecond  them  in  all  their  operations, 
and  the  war  was  dill  carried  on  with 
various  fuccefs.  The  weight  how¬ 
ever  of  power  and  of  difcipline  was 
at  length  felt  in  feveral  unfuccefsful 
encounters  with  the  Audrians;  and, 
as  an  expiring  effort,  the  peafantry 
of  Brabant  and  Flanders  was  embo¬ 
died;  and  M.  Van  der  Noot,  who  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  more  deficient  in 
conduct  than  either  in  principle  or 
in  courage,  determined  to  put  him¬ 
felf  at  their  head.  On  the  23d  of 
September  1790,  this  undifeiplined 
multitude,  to  the  amount  of  6o,ooq 
men,  entered  the  province  of  JLim- 
burgh,  which  the  Audrians  had  re¬ 
covered  by  a  feries  of  little,  advan¬ 
tages.  On  their  approach,  the 
Audrians,  to  the  amount  of  about 
15,000,  appeared  to  retreat  before 
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them.  But  it  was  a  fatal  flxatagem 
to  the  Belgic  peafants.  In  their 
purfuit  of  the  hying  enemy,  they 
fufFered  themfelves  to  be  allured  into 
a  narrow  pafs  between  Huy  and 
Liege,  where  numbers  or  even  va¬ 
lour  itfelf  could  no  longer  avail. — • 
There  the  AuRrians  fell  upon  them 
with  all  the  advantages  of  general-, 
fhip  and  of  difcipline  ;  and  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Van  der  Moot  faw  his  army 
completely  routed.  The  fugitives 
were  purfued  even  to  the  gates  of 
Liege,  where  the  inhabitants  fiiut 
their  gates  againll  them,  and  re¬ 
filled  them  an  afylum.  The  Auf- 
trian  laurels  were  Rained  with  blood. 
Immenfe  multitudes  were  maflacred 
while  crying  out  for  quarter,  and  a 
number  were  hanged  on  the  fpot  as 
rebels,  among  whom  were  thirtylCa- 
puchins,  and  eighty  fecular  clergy. 
The  lbfs  of  the  Flemifh  in  this  action 
was  eftimated  at  from  feven  to  ten 
thoufand. 

To  complete  the  misfortunes  of 
the  Belgic  infurgents,  they  found 
themfelves  abandoned  by  the  powers 
tinder  whofe  expe&ed  protedlion  and 
fupport  they  had  firlt  revolted.  The 
politics  of  courts  are  always  felfifh; 
and  the  moral  principles  or  fenti- 
jnents  which  govern  the  condudt  of 
individuals,  in  their  mutual  inter- 
courfe,  are  feldom  found  to  mix  in 
the  negociations  of  Rates.  The  new 
arrangements  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the 
emperor,  defeated  every  hope  of 
fuccourfrom  that  quarter  ;  and  even 
in  a  congrefs  which  was  held  at  the 
Hague  between  theminiRers  of  Pruf¬ 
fia,  England,  Holland,  and  AuRria, 
they  were  given  to  underhand,  that 
all  which  the  mediating  powers 
could  guarantee  was,  the  relloration 
of  the  Belgic  conRitutions  as  under 
the  adminiRration  of  the  late  em- 
prefs  queen  Maria  Therefa. 

Such  was  the  Rate  of  things  pn 


the  13th  of  November,  when  M. 
Van  Euren  entered  the  hall  of  con¬ 
grefs  with  a  large  crucifix  in  his 
hand,  which  with  much  folemnity 
he  depofited  on  a  velvet  cufliion, 
and  took  a  facred  oath,  never  to 
agree  to  any  propofal  of  accommo¬ 
dation  with  the  tyrant  Leopold. 
He  was  followed  by  M.  Van1  der 
Noot — but,  to  theirunfpeakable  fur- 
prife,  by  no  other  member  of  the 
congrefs.  The  reprefentatives  of 
Hainault,  of  Flanders,  of  Tournay, 
and  Malines,  declared  even  that 
they  were  inRru&ed  by  their  con- 
llituents  to  treat  with  the  emperor. 
The  fefiion  concluded  with  tire,  mif- 
fion  of  four  members,  one  from  each 
of  thofe  provinces,  to  negociate  an 
accommodation  through  the  mini- 
Rers  of  the  mediating  powers.  In 
the  mean  time  the  AuRrians  ad¬ 
vanced  with  a  body  of  43,000  chofen 
troops ;  on  the  24th  of  November 
Namur  furrendered,  and  Brufiels  on 
the  2d  of  December.  Thefe  events 
were  followed  by  the  flight  of 
Mefirs.  Van  der  Noot  and  Van  Eu¬ 
ren,  and  the  baron  Schoenfeld.  Ge¬ 
neral  Van  der  Merfch  was  fet  at  li¬ 
berty,  and  foon  after  reinflated  in  all 
bis  honours  and  poffeffions  by  the 
AuRrians.  The  cities  'and  towns 
of  Flanders  and  Brabant  fuccefiiveiy 
opened  their  gates  to  the  conquer¬ 
ors  ;  and,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1791,  Leopold  had  the  fa- 
tisfaefion  to  fee  himfelf  completely 
maflerof  the  AuArian  Netherlands. 
On  the  lft  of  January,  Te  Deum 
was  fling  at  Brulfels  in  celebration 
of  their  reduction  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  AuRria  ;  and  on  the  8th 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Belgic  pro¬ 
vinces  fent  an  addrefs  to  the  emperor, 
exprelfive  of  their  obedience  and 
devotion  to  his  authority. 

Several  other  circumflances  con¬ 
curred  to  render  Leopold  defirous  of 
peace.  The  kingdom  of  Hungary, 

though 
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though  not  in  a  ftate  of  a£tual  re¬ 
bellion,  had  yet  manifefted  fome  un- 
pleafant  fymptoms  of  difquietude 
and  diffatisfa<5lion.  Wearied  and 
exhaufted  by  the  quixotifm  of  Jo¬ 
feph,  the  Hungarians  complained 
that  the  war  had  been  entered  into 
without  the  confent  of  the  Hates  of 
the  kingdom.  As  Jofeph  too  had 
not  confined  his  innovations  to  his 
An  Hr  ran  dominions,  there  exifted 
fome  caufes  of  complaint  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  Thefe  however  Jofeph,  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  death,  had  promifed  to 
redrefs  ;  nor  was  there  much  proba¬ 
bility  that  the  pacific  Leopold  would 
perfift  in  meafures  which  the  obfti- 
nate  and  ambitious  Jofeph  had  re- 
linquifhed  as  untenable.  When, 
however,  the  principle  of  difcontent 
is  excited  in  a  people,  it  is  not  ealily 
to  be  allayed.  The  demands  of  the 
Hungarians  appeared  greatly  to 
exceed  the  limits  of  tbeir  firft  pro- 
fefiions,  and  fell  little  fiiort  of  arro¬ 
gating  to  the  affembly  of  the  ftates 
the  full  fovereignty  of  the  nation. 
The  fecret  of  Leopold’s  government 
was  perhaps  venality.  The  fame 
perfuafive  eloquence  which  had  pe¬ 
netrated  the  hearts  of  the  patriotic 
party  in  Flanders,  probably  ferved 
•gradually  to  diminifh  the  haughty 
pretenfions  of  the  Hungarian  no¬ 
bles.  Two  methods,  therefore,  re¬ 
mained,  by  which  the  new  monarch 
might  eftablifh  his  authority. — The 
one  was,,  to  conciliate  the  malcontents 
within  ;  and  the  other,  to  remove 
the  caufe  which  had  reduced  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  to  this  predicament, 
by  a  fpeedy  termination  of  the  war 
with  the  Turks. 

There  was  a  caufe  which  perhaps 
lay  ftiil  nearer  to  the  heart  of  Leo¬ 
pold,  fince  it  was  one  which  affefted 
more  ftrongly  his  felf-Iove.  He  had 
been  a  little  affe&ed  with  the  rage  of 
innovation  himfelf,  and  his  Italian 
fubjecis  feemed  not  to  receive  his 


alterations  with  the  moll  paffive  fpi- 
rit.  His  tyrannical  regulations  con¬ 
cerning  the  interment  of  the  dead  in 
particular  were  adopted  with  hor¬ 
ror,  and  fome  ferious  riots  had  been 
the  oonfequence  of  this  and  fome 
other  changes. 

But  if  peace  was  definable  on  thefe 
accounts,  it  was  almoft  rendered  ne- 
cefthry  by  the  impofing  mediation 
of  Prufiia.  That  imperious  and  in- 
fatiable  power,  who  wiftied  to  be  the 
arbitfefs  of  Germany,  had  left  no¬ 
thing  unattempted  to  humble  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  her  only  rival.  In 
conjunction  with  another  power, 
which  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
is  commonly  regarded  as  under  the 
dire&ion  of  Pruftia  in  all  foreign 
politics,  the  court  of  Berlin  was 
commonly  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  means  of  plunging  the  mifguided 
Ottomans  into  the  unpropitious  and 
diftrefsful  conteft:  in  which  they 
were  engaged.  Honour,  as  far  as 
we  may  apply  that  term  to  the  ne- 
gociations  of  politicians,  forbad  the 
total  abandoning  of  this  infatuated 
people  in  the  extremity  of  their  dif- 
trefs ;  intereft,  real  or  imaginary, 
alfo,  which  is  by  far  the  ftronger 
tie,  forbad  the  total  deftru6lion 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Pruftia 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  de¬ 
grading  Auftria,  and  of  manifefting 
its  own  power  ;  and,  however  dif- 
agreeable  or  humiliating  to  Leopold, 
began  foon  after  his  acceftion  to  infill 
on  a  pacification  between  Auftria 
and  the  Turks. 

After  the  reduction  of  Orfova, 
therefore,  which  happened  on  the 
1 6th  of  April  1790,  the  war  was 
carried  on  with  languor  on  the  part 
of  Auftria  ;  and  in  the  month  of 
June  a  conference  was  agreed  upon 
at  Reichenbach,  at  which  the  mi- 
nifters  of  Pruftia,  Auftria,  England, 
and  the  United  Provinces  aftifted, 
and  at  which  alfo  an  envoy  from 
r  Poland 
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Poland  was  occafionally  prefent. 
After  a  negotiation,  which  conti¬ 
nued  till  the  17th  of  Auguft,  it  was 
agreed  that  a  peace  fhould  be  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  king  of  Hun¬ 
gary  and  the  Ottoman  Porte  ;  that 
the  bafis  of  this  treaty  fhould  be  a 
general  furrender  of  all  the  con- 
quefts  made  by  the  former,  retain¬ 
ing  only  Choczim  as  a  fecurity  till 
the  Porte  fhould  accede  to  the  terms 
of  the  agreement,  when  it  was  alfo 
to  be  reftored.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  king  of  Pruflia  gave  up  the  Bel- 
gic  provinces,  and  even  promifed  his 
afliftance  in  reducing  them  to  the 
Auftrian  dominion. 

The  king  of  Prulfia  was  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful  in  his  mediation  with  Ruffia. 
Catherine  had  not,  like  Leopold,  an 
imperialcro  wn  at  flake,  which  (unfub- 
ftantial  as  it  is)  has  always  its  charms 
with  thofe  who  are  educated  in  the 
habitual  adoration  of  rank  and  dig¬ 
nities.  Her  coBquefls  alfo  on  the 
fide  of  Turkey  were  too  important 
to  be  eafily  relinquifhed ;  and  fhe 
confidered  her  dignity  attacked  by 
the  infolent  ftyle  of  Pruflian  media¬ 
tion.  The  fubftance  of  her  anfwer 
to  the  Pruflian  memorial  was  there¬ 
fore,  “  That  the  emprefs  of  Ruf¬ 
fia  would  make  peace  and  war  with 
whom  fhe  pleafed,  without  the  in¬ 
terference  of  any  foreign  power.” 

In  the  mean  time,  if  Catherine 
found  herfelf,  by  the  conference  of 
Reichenbach,  deprived  of  an  ally,  it 
was  no  difficult  matter,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  difencumber  herfelf  of  an 
adverfary.  The  fame  motives  which 
had  rendered  Guftavus  fora  feries  of 
years  the  devoted  inflrument  of 
France  ;  the  fame  motives  which 
had  induced  him  to  facrifice  the  lives 
of  his  people  in  the  prefent  conteft, 
might  be  employed  to  convert  him 
from  the  enemy  into  the  ally  of  Ruf¬ 
fia.  On  the  14th  of  Augufl  1790, 
therefore,  a  convention,  was  figned 
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between  the  courts  of  Ruflia  and 
Sweden,  and  was  ratified  in  fix  days 
after.  The  bafis  of  the  convention 
was,  a  general  treaty  of  peace  arrd 
amity,  an  alliance  of  the  ftrifteft  na¬ 
ture,  and  an  agreement  that  the 
boundaries  of  their  refpe&ive  terri¬ 
tories  fhould  remain  the  fame  as  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  treaties  of  Abo  and 
Nyfladt. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1790, 
the  emprefs  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to 
fee  her  conquefts  no  longer  bounded 
by  the  courle  of  the  Danube.  The 
Turkifh  fleet  was  almoft  annihilat¬ 
ed  ;  and  even  the  flavifh  maxims  of 
muffulman  policy  were  fcarcely  fuf- 
ficient  to  reprefs  the  refentment  of 
the  populace  in  Conftantinople,  and 
to  prevent  their  engaging  in  the 
moft  alarming  infurre&ions.  The 
laft  aft  of  this  protrafted  campaign, 
which  was  uninterrupted  even  by 
the  fe verity  of  winter,  however  it 
might  contribute  to  the  advantage, 
certainly  did  not  redound  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Ruffia ;  and  evinces,  that 
whatever  Heps  may  have  been  taken 
by  the  prefent  or  other  fovereigns 
of  this  empire  to  produce  a  forced 
civilization,  both  the  monarchs  and 
the  people  of  Ruffia  are  ft  ill  bar¬ 
barians.  The  reader  will  eafily  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  taking  of  Ifmail  is  al¬ 
luded  to  in  this  reflection.  The 
progrefs  of  the  Ruffians  during  the 
whole  of  the  war,  was  indeed  marked 
with  blood  and  cruelty  ;  but  all  their 
former  executions  were  exceeded  by 
the  horror  of  their  proceedings  at 
Ifmail.  This  place  had  been  for¬ 
tified  during  the  late  war,  and  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  liege  had  been  rein¬ 
forced  by  the  flower  ef  the  Turkifh 
army.  On  the  2  2d  of  December 
1790,  it  was  taken  by  ftorm  by  ge¬ 
neral  Suwarow ;  and  it  is  faid  that 
the  fiege  and  the  capture  did  not 
coll  the  Ruffians  lefs  than  ic,oco 
men.  The  moft;  fhocking  part  of 
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the  tranfa&ion  is,  that  the  garrifon 
(vvhofe  bravery  merited,  and  would 
have  received  from  a  generous  foe, 
the  higheft  honours)  were  maf- 
facred  in  cold  blood  by  the  mercilefs 
Ruffians  to  the  amount  of,  by  their 
own  account,  upwards  of  30,000 
men ;  and  the  place  was  given  up 
to  the  unreftrained  fury  of  the  bru¬ 
tal  foldiery.  The  moil  horrid  out¬ 
rages  were  perpetrated  on  the  de- 
fencelefs  inhabitants  ;  and  the  con- 
dud:  of  the  conquerors  was  more 
that  of  a  horde  of  cannibals  than  of 
a  civilized  people.  After  this  bloody, 
fcene,  the  Ruffians  went  into  winter 
quarters  ;  the  vizir  retired  towards 
Conftantinople,  and  on  his  return 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fanguinary  po¬ 
licy  which  has  long  difgraced  the 
Ottoman  counfels. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  of 
Conftantinople,  the  janizaries,  the 
very  inmates  of  the  feraglio,  and 
particularly  the  fultana  mother, 
became  clamorous  for  peace.  A 
congrefs  was  appointed  at  Sifthovia, 
for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  tran¬ 
quillity  to  Europe,  at  which  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  belligerent  powers  af- 
fifted,  with  thofe  of  Pruffia,  England, 
and  the  United  Provinces.  The 
difpute  between  Auftria  and  the 
Porte  was  ealily  adjufted  on  the  ba¬ 
fts  of  the  convention  of  Reichen- 
bach  ;  but  the  demands  of  Ruffia 
could  not  be  fo  ealily  fatisfied.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  months  of  deliberation, 
the  object  of  the  congrefs  appeared 
as  diftant  as  ever,  and  both  parties 
made  the  moft  vigorous  preparations 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
The  determined  perfeverance  of  Se¬ 
lim,  and  the  uncommon  activity  of 
the  new  vizir  Juffuf  Pacha,  feemed 
to  aftohifti  the  Ottomans,  and  to 
awake  them  from  their  lethargy. 
Notwithftanding  their  repeated  Ioffes, 
the  vizir  was  enabled  to  take  the 
field  early  in  the  fpring  with  an  ar¬ 


my  which  was  computed  to  amount 
to  nearly  200,000  men;  and  maga- 
zines  well  furnifhed  with  military 
ftores  were  eftablilhed  in  Bulgaria, 
Romelia,  and  at  /idrianople. 

The  campaign  of  1791  opened  on 
the  part  of  Ruffia  with  the  taking  of 
Maczin,  on  the  4th  of  April,  by 
prince  Gallitzin  ;  and  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  vidory  on  the  12th,  by  the 
fame  general,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Brailow,  the  Turks  loft  not  lefs 
than  4000  men,  and  upwards  of* 
100  officers,  beiides  many  pieces  of 
cannon.  On  the  14th  the  Ruffian 
arms  experienced  a  check,  by  which 
they  loft  about  700  men,  and  were 
obliged  to  relinquifti  the  intention 
of  befieging  Brailow.  After  rein¬ 
forcing  this  place,  the  vizir  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  banks  of  the  Da¬ 
nube  near  Siliftria ;  and,  by  means 
of  a  bridge  which  he  threw  acrofs 
the  river,  his  advanced  polls  were 
enabled  to  make  incurfion^  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  The  ability  of  the 
vizir,  and  the  valour  of  the  Turks, 
were  however  exerted  in  vain  againft 
the  difeipline  and  experience  of 
European  armies.  In  the  month  of 
June,  15,000  Turks  were  defeated 
by  a  party  of  cavalry  under  general 
Kutufow.  On  the  3d  of  July  the 
fortrefs  of  A  nape  was  taken  by  ge¬ 
neral  Gudowitfch,  and  the  garrifon, 
to  the  amount  of  6,000  men,  made 
prifoners.  This  event  was  followed, 
on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month,  by  a 
fignal  victory  which  prince  Repnin 
obtained  near  Maczin  over  a  body 
of  70,000,  the  flower  of  the  Turkifti 
army.  The  Ottomans  left  upwards 
of  4000  dead  upon  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle,  and  loft  their  entire  camp  equi¬ 
page,  colours,  and  30  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  The  Ruffians  are  faid  to  have 
loft  only  150  men  killed,  and  be¬ 
tween  2  and  30a  woundedi 

While  the  war  was  thus  vigo- 
roufly  carried  on, .  the  mediating 
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powers  were  not  inadlive.  Great- 
Britain  and  Pruflia,  in  particular, 
declared  themfelves  determined  to 
fupport  the  balance  of  Europe,  and 
to  force  the  emprefs  to  peace  upon  * 
the  balls  of  a  flatus  quo.  Of  the  in¬ 
terference  of  Britain  in  this  difpute, 
there  will  be  occafion  to  treat  more 
amply  in  another  place.  To  the 
fir  ft  applications  of  the  Englilh  mi- 
nifter,  the  emprefs  anfwered  in 
nearly  the  fame  terms  in  which  (he 
h$d  formerly  replied  to  the  me¬ 
morial  of  Pruflia — “  That  the  Bri- 
tifh  court  would  not  be  permitted 
to  dictate  the  terms  of  the  peace.*' 
In  the  courfe  of  the  negociation, 
however,  her  demands  became  more 
moderate;  and  as  the  noitnern  pow¬ 
ers,  and  particularlyDenmark,  began 
to  exert  themfelves  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  hoftilities,  fhe  confined 
her  views  at  length  to  the  poftefiion 
of  Oczakow,  with  the  diltridt  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  Bog  to  the  Niefter, 
and  even  then  providing  for  the 
free  navigation  of  the  latter  river. 
The  negociation  was  protradfed  to 
the  nth  of  Auguft,  when,  at 
length,  peace  was  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Czarina  and  the  Porte 
nearly  upon  thefe  terms  ; — terms, 
which,  confidering  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  war,  cannot  be  accounted 
very  difad vantageous  to  the  Porte, 
who  has  loft  a  fortrefs  more  ufe- 
ful  for  the  purpofe  of  annoying 
Ruflia,  than  for  defending  their 
own  territories ;  but  certainly  of 
confiderable  importance  to  Ruflia, 
which,  by  tins  ceflion,  has  fecured 
the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  Cri¬ 
mea. 

Peace  was  probably  at  this  period 
the  more  defirable  to  Ruflia,  from 
an  event  which,  while  it  enlarged 
the  fcale  of  human  happinefs  and  li¬ 
berty,  certainly  was  calculated  to 
counteract,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the 
unwarrantable  ufurpations  of  that 
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ambitious  power.  Every  reader, 
whofe  attention  has  at  all  been  di- 
redled  to  political  events,  mull  recol- 
ledl  with  indignation  the  infamous 
difmemberment  of  Poland  in  the  year 
1773,  From  that  period  the  repub¬ 
lic  had  been  reduced  to  a  moil  hu¬ 
miliating  ftate  of  fervitude,  aud  de¬ 
pendence  upon  Ruflia.  It  cannot 
be  a  matter  of  furprife,  that  the  firft 
opportunity  of  emancipating  itfelf 
from  fo  ignominious  a  yoke  fliould 
be  eagerly  embraced,  and  that,  while 
the  conteft  with  the  Porte  occupied 
the  attention  of  Ruflia,  the  advances 
of  Pruflia  fliould  be  favourably  re¬ 
ceived  by  a  majority  of  the  nation, 
and  even  the  ftiadow  of  indepen¬ 
dence  embraced,  while  the  views  of 
that  intriguing  court  appeared  to* 
be  tempered  with  any  fhare  of  ho-* 
nour  or  difintereftednefs.  The  en¬ 
lightened  part  of  the  Polilh  patriots 
flattered  themfelves,  however,  with 
no  advantages  from  Pruflia  which 
were  not  to  be  paid  for  by  facri- 
ficing  the  beft  intcrefts  of  the  re¬ 
public  ;  they  determined,  therefore, 
to  make  a  wifer  ufe  of  the  interval 
of  relief  from  foreign  oppreffion, 
which  they  now  enjoyed  ;  and  they 
found  themfelves  feconded  warmly 
in  their  views  by  the  majority  of 
the  nation,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  ceflion  of  Thorne  and  Dantzic 
to  Pruflia  was  the  immediate  object 
with  that  infatiable  court.  That 
ftate  which  depends  for  protection 
and  fupport  upon  a  foreign  power 
will  ever  find  its  profperity  preca¬ 
rious,  and  its  government  contemp¬ 
tible.  It  13  within  itfelf  that  every 
nation  rauit  find  its  own  fupport* 
and  that  fupport  is  only  in  one  way  to 
be  obtained.  It  was  not  induftry,  it 
was  not  valour,  that  Poland  wanted;  it 
was  unity,:  it  was  a  conjhtutian ,  it  was 
an  efficient  and  adtive  government. 
Happily  for  Poland,  fhe  was  at  this 
erifis  poflefled  of  foam  men  of  the 
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moft  eminent  abilities,  and  appa¬ 
rently  of  the  moft  exalted  patriot- 
iim.  The  king  had  indeed  been 
ele&ed  by  the  Ruffian  intereft,  but 
he  has  fhewn  that  foreign  obliga¬ 
tions' have  not  been  able  to  eradicate 
from  his  breaft  an  attachment  to 
his  country.  During  the  feffion  of 
the  diet  many  excellent  decrees  had 
been  paffed  in  favour  of  general 
liberty,  and  calculated  to  attach 
the  citizens  to  the  interefts  of  then* 
country.  That  of  the  iBth  of 
April  1791  in  particular,  which 
fecured  to  the  freemen  the  rights 
which  had  previoufly  been  confined 
to  the  order  of  nobles,  and  which 
opened  the  door  of  nobility  to  the 
inferior  orders,  was  a  confiderable 
advance  in  favour  of  human  nature, 
in  a  nation  which  had  fo  long  been 
devoted  to  the  flavifh  principles  of 
the  feudal  fyftem.  The  minds  of 
the  public  were  alfo  prepared  for 
the  change,  by  the  apprehenfions 
which  the  defigns  of  Pruffia  upon 
Thorne  and  Dantzic  had  excited, 
and  by  the  juft  alarms  which  agri 
tated  the  people  of  a  future  divifion 
of  their  territory.  The  new  con- 
ftitution,  however,  was  digefted  and 
prepared  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy 
and  caution ;  and  but  few  were 
entrufted  with  the  projected  defign. 
On  the  memorable  3d  of  May  1 791, 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  a 
feleift  body  of  patriots  affembled  in 
the  royal  chamber.  There,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  king,  they  folemnly 
engaged  never  to  feparate  till  the 
intended  revolution  ftiould  be  hap¬ 
pily  accompli  filed. 

The  galleries  of  the  hall  in  which 
the  diet  was  held,  were  crowded  at 
an  early  hour,  as  if  in  expectation 
of  fome  important  event.  The 
feffion  was  opened  by  the  king  in 
perfon,  inftead  of  the  marfhal ;  and 
inftead  of  referring  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  which  was  a  report  011  the 
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finances,  his  majefty  addreffed  th& 
affembly  on  the  general  ftate  of  the 
nation. — He  obferved,  that  what¬ 
ever  affurances  foreign  powers  might 
arnufe  them  with,  he  had  undoubted 
proofs,  that  the  alarming  rumours 
which  had  been  fpread  concerning 
a  frelh  difmemberment  of  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  republic,  refted  upon 
too  fure  a  foundation  ;  and  that 
the  contending  powers  were  about 
to  terminate  their  differences  at  the 
expence  of  Poland.  That  one  way 
remained,  and  but  one,  to  fecure  the 
poffeffions  of  the  republic,  and  to 
preferve  the  ftate  from  ruin  ;  and 
this  was,  to  give  it  fuch  a  conftitu- 
tion  as  might  impart  unity  to  its 
government,  and  attach  the  people 
to  its  fupport.  That  with  this 
view  a  conftitution  had  been  pre¬ 
pared,  principally  founded  on  the 
Englifti  and  American  conftitutions, 
but  avoiding  the  errors  of  each, 
and  adapted  as  much  as  poffible  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  country ; 
and  that  this  conftitution,  he  trufted, 
they  would  adopt.” 

After  the  reading  of  the  confti¬ 
tution  a  tumultuous  debate  enfued. 
The  nuncios  of  Volhynia  and  Po- 
dolia  protefted  againft  the  proceed¬ 
ing.  M.  Suchorzowlky,  who  had 
been  the  author  of  the  decree  in 
favour  of  the  citizens,  threw  himfelf 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  be- 
fought  his  majefty,  that  he  would 
not  perlift  in  his  intention  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  crown  hereditary.  Others 
referred  to  the  inftruCtions  of  their 
conftituents,  and  entreated  that  the 
deliberation  Ihould  be  deferred  to 
a  future  day;  but  this  propofal  did 
not  meet  the  fentiments  of  the 
majority.  The  king  then  riling 
from  his  feat  refpeClfully  called  the 
bifhop  of  Cracovia,  and  took  a  fe- 
lemn  oath  to  maintain  the  conftitu¬ 
tion.  “  He  that  loves  his  country,” 
exclaimed  his  majefty,  **  let  him 
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follow  me  to  the  church,  and  re- 
peat  this  oath  ai  the  foot  of  the 
altar.”  The  king  was  attended  to 
the  church  by  all  the  nuncios,  except 
between  thirty  and  forty;  Te  JDeum 
was  fung;  all  the  deputies  prefent 
took  the  oath ;  and  the  new  con- 
IKtution  was  announced  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  by  the  firing  of  200  pieces  of 
cannon.  It  was  reported,  that  on 
the  preceding  day  a  foreign  minifter 
had  diftributed  the  fum  of  50,000 
ducats,  for  the  purpofe  of  obftrudt- 
ing  the  revolution.  The  attempt 
was,  however,  abortive ;  the  moil 
perfect  tranquillity  prevailed  ;  and 
nothing  was  heard  throughout  War- 
faw  but  exclamations  of  joy. 

Thus  without  bloodfhed,  and 
even  without  tumult,  was  effedled  a 
revolution  honourable  to  thofe  who 
projected  it,  imd  promifing  to  be  ef- 
fentially  conducive  to  the  happinefs 
of  the  people.  By  the  new  Polifh 
conftitution  a  full  and  free  toleration 
is  permitted  to  all  fedls  and  religi¬ 
ons  ;  the  peafants,  who  were  former¬ 
ly  in  a  Hate  of  the  moil  abjedt  vaf- 
falage,  or  rather  £1  a  very,  are  re¬ 
ceived  under  the  protection  of  na¬ 
tional  law  and  government,  and  all 
contracts  between  the  lords  and  vaf- 
fals  are  declared  equally  binding;-^ 
The  fovereignty  is  declared  to  reiide 
altogether  in  the  will  of  the  people ; 
and  three  diftindl  powers  are  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  government — the  le- 
giflative,  the  executive,  and  the  judi¬ 
cial.  With  re fp e 61  to  the  firil  of 
thefe  powers,  the  diet  or  legillature 
is  to  be  eledled  every  two  years  from 
the  order  of  nobles,  and  is  divided 
into  two  houfes — the  houfe  of  nun- 
dos,  and  the  fenate:  the  former  how¬ 
ever  poiTeiles  the  pre-eminence,  and 
every  law  which  paffes  in  if  is  im¬ 
mediately  to  be  fent  to  the  fenate  ; 
vhere  if  it  is  accepted,  it  becomes  a 
aw  in  full  force  :  if  fufpetided,  it 
null  be  refumed  at  the  next  diet ; 
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and  if  a  fecond  time  it  paftes  the 
houfe  of  nuncios,  the  fenate  mult 
fubmit  to  it. 

The  crown  of  Poland  is  he¬ 
reditary  as  to  individuals,  and  elec¬ 
tive  as  to  families  ;  and  the  houfe 
of  Saxony  is  the  family  now  cho- 
fen  for  the  vacancy.  To  the  kinp- 
and  his  council  is  entrnfted  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  laws.  The  king’s  per- 
fon  is  inviolable;  He  may  pardon 
all  criminals  but  Hate  prifoners. 
He  commands  the  forces,  ap¬ 
points  commanders,  patentees,  offi¬ 
cers,  bilhops,  fenators,  miniflers. 
No  minifter  or  fenator,  however, 
can  fit  in  the  houfe  of  nuncios. 

The  judiciary  power  is  divided 
into,  1  ft,  Primary  courts  in  each 
diftridl  or  palatinate  :  2d,  Courts 
of  appeal  in  each  of  the  three  pro¬ 
vinces.  There  are  fome  other  local 
inferior  courts,  and  a  comitial  tri¬ 
bunal  for  the  trial  of  crimes  againft 
the  -ft ate. 

All  citizens  may  purchafe  landed 
eftates  ;  and  whoever  purchafes  a  vil¬ 
lage  or  townfhip,  paying  two  hun¬ 
dred  florins  land-tax,  is  ennobled. 
Thirty  citizens  are  alfo  ennobled  at 
every  ^diet.  The  army*  the  law,  and 
the  church,  are  all  thrown  open  to 
the  citizens.  Perfect  and  entire  li¬ 
berty  is  proclaimed  to  all  new  fet- 
tlers,  whether  foreigners  cr  emi¬ 
grants  returned. 

Such  is  the  general  outline  of  the 
Bob  fh  conftitution.  By  fome  of  the 
ardent  friends  of  liberty  it  has  been 
confidered  as  too  favourable  to  arif- 
tocracy,  particularly  in  confining 
the  rights  of  adlive  citizens  to  the 
equeftrian  or  noble  order.  Thofe, 
however,  who  conceive  of  it  in  this 
view  are  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  ftate  of  Poland.  In  that  coun¬ 
try  there  are  three  clafles  of  people : 
the  nobility  (moft  of  them  without 
titles),  who  conftitute  the  great  mafa 
of  tfie  independent  inhabitants ;  the 
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peafants,  who  are  certainly  too  unin-  The  good  underdanding  whicfe 
formed  at  prefent,  and  too  depen-  was  eftablifhed  between  the  courts 
dent,  to  exercife  the  fundlions  of  ac-  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  by  the  con- 
tive  citizens  ;  and  the  burgeifes,  or  ference  of  Reichenbach,  enabled  the 
inhabitants  of  the  free  towns,  who  former  in  the  beginning  of  179110 
might  indeed  have  been  put  upon  a  bring  to  a  termination  the  unhappy 
footing  with  the  nobles,  but  who  en-  divifions  and  diftra&ions  which  per- 
joy  their  peculiar  municipal  privi-  vaded  the  territory  of  Liege*  There 
leges,  and  whofe  number  is  too  finall  is  a  veil  of  myftery  Drill  ipread  over 
to  form  a  folid  objection  to  the  new  thistranfadl  ion,  which  utterly  difables 
arrangement.  The  provifions  for  the  politician  from  clearly  dillinguifh- 
condudting  the  legiflative  and  exe-  ing  its  caufes  and  motives.  All  that  is 
cutive  departments  appear  well  de-  known  with  certainty  is,  that  during 
vifed,  and  promife  both  liability  and  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1789  the 
energy  to  the  government.  The  inhabitants  of  Liege  complained  ye- 
circumdance  which  appears  to  have  hemently  of  the  oppreffion  which 
excited  the  ftrongeft  oppofition  in  they  experienced  under  the  govern- 
Poland,  is  the  appointment  of  an  ment  of  their  bilhop,  of  an  invafion 
hereditary  inftead  of  an  ele£tiv<*  chief  of  their  rights,  and  ventured  to  ill— 
magillrate  ;  but  certainly,  if  we  con-  fid  upon  a  regular  charter  of  privi- 
template  the  hidory  of  Poland  from  leges  ;  to  which  they  afferted  they 
the  reign  of  Augudus  II.  with  a  were  entitled,  not  only  by  the  impre- 
politician’s  eye,  we  lhall  be  difpofed  fcriptible  claims  of  judice  and  truth, 
to  conclude,  that  nothing  but  a  blind  but  by  their  ancient  conditution.  It 
attachment  to  ancient  prejudices  is  indeed  fcarcely  poffible  to  con- 
could  difpofe  any  friend  of  his  coun-  ceive  a  worfe  fpecies  of  government 
try  to  prefer  the  elective  form.  than  an  elective  fovereignty,  where 

The  oppofition  indeed  which  at  the  appointment  is  confined  to  an 
drd  was  *made  to  the  conditution,  ecclefiadical  body,  and  the  people 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  hereditary  have  no  lhare  nor  influence  in  the 
fuccefiion,  foon  began  to  recede,  ele&ion.  A  temporary  monarch  of 
Count  Braniki,  grand  general  of  the  this  nature  will  ad  like  the  go- 
kingrlom,  who  at  firffc  had  declared  vernor  of  a  Roman  province,  and 
againd  the  conditution,  acceded  to  will  naturally  be  difpofed  to  increafe 
it,  and  figned  it  at  the  diet  on  the  the  wealth  of  his  family  by  the 
5th  ;  and  the  celebrated  friend  of  li-  plunder  of  the  public.  On  the  other 
berty,  Malachowfky,  great  chancel-  hand,  the  territory  of  Liege  was  too 
lor  to  the  crown,  who  on  that  fmall,  and  its  power  too  contempt- 
event  had  refigned  the  feals,  re-ac-  ible,  to  allow  the  people  to  flatter 
cepted  them  at  the  requifition  of  themfelves  with  any  profped  of  fuc- 
the  diet,  and  accepted  the  office  of  cefs  in  an  oppofition  to  the  Germa- 
minider  of  judice,  and  for  the  in-  nic  body,  a  part  of  whofe  conditu- 
terior  department.  On  the  17th,  tion  was  the  exiding  government  of 
M.  Goltz,  charge  des  affaires  from  this  city.  They  could  therefore  be 
the  court  of  Berlin,  announced  his  only  deluded  into  infurredlion  by 
Pruffian  majedy’s  approbation  of  the  the  hope  of  foreign  fupport.  What 
new  arrangement,  though  there  has  that  fupport  was  to  be  we  are  left 
been  fome  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  this  in  ignorance  ;  and  it  is  only  certain, 
profeffion  was  not  accompanied  with  that  one  of  the  principal  perfons 
much  fincerity.  who  promoted  the  oppofition  to  go- 
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vernment  had  been  for  fome  time 
refident  at  the  Pruffian  court.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  as  the  bifhop  and 
chapter  did  not  think  proper  to 
comply  with  the  demands  of  the 
.  citizens,  the  latter  had  recourfe  to 
arms ;  and  the  bifhop  becoming 
apprehenfive  for  his  perfonal  fafety, 

•  had  recourfe  to  a  voluntary  exile, 
and  appealed  to  the  imperial  cham¬ 
ber.  of  Wetzlaer. 

Whatever  might  be  the  defigns 
o'f  the  king  of  Pruffia  with  regard 
to  Liege,  we  only  know  that  he 
voluntarily  undertook  the  office  of 
mediator  upon  this  occafion  ;  and 
the  offer  came  from  a  quarter  too 
powerful  not  to  be  accepted.  His 
troops  were  cantoned  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  city  ;  but  its  inha¬ 
bitants  confidered  them  as  rather 
fent  to  protect  than  to  coerce 
them.  They  affumed  to  themfelves 
■the  functions  of  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  ;  a  noted  French  prelate  fub- 
mitted  to  aft  the  part  of  a  pa¬ 
geant  on  this  occafion,  as  regent 
in  their  ecclefiaftical  affairs  ;  while 
the  aftual  power  was  veiled  in 
the  hands  of  certain  popular  ma- 
gilt  rates. 

In  this  ftate  matters  continued 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1790, 
when  the  reconciliation  between 
the  two  ruling  powers  of  Germany, 
and  the  apprehenfions  of  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  new  doflrines  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  rights  of  man,  induced 
the  defpots  of  the  continent  at  once 
to  overturn  this  unfubftantial  fa- 
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brie  of  liberty.  On  the  20th  of 
December,  the  imperial  chamber 
of  Wetzlaer  iffued  requifitorial  let¬ 
ters,  addreffed  to  the  government 
of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  de- 
liring  that  his  imperial  majefty’s 
troops  would  affill  thofe  of  the  fe- 
rene  electoral  princes,  which  were 
engaged  in  enforcing  the  fentences 
which  the  imperial  chamber  had 
fucceffively  pronounced  againff  the 
infurgents  of  Liege.  Early  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  the  Auffrian  troops  began 
to  enter  the  territory  of  Liege ; 
and  the  city  was  almoft  evacuated 
by  emigrations.  The  Auftrian  ge¬ 
neral,  baron  Keuhll,  however,  pre¬ 
pared  the  way  for  his  reception  by 
a  conciliatory  proclamation,  in 
which  he  engaged  that  the  ftrifleft 
difeipline  ftiould  be  obferved,  and 
no  citizen  molefted  except  upon  di¬ 
rect  provocation ;  and  the  only  con¬ 
dition  that  he  required  was,  that 
they  Ihould  not  appear  in  arms,  arid 
that  they  Ihould  carefully  diveft 
themfelves  of  their  cockades,  fcarfs. 
See.  and  abftain  from  all  the  fignals 
of  infurredtion.  On  the  12th  of 
January  the  Auftrian  troops  en¬ 
tered  Liege,  and  took  poffeffion  of 
all  the  public  places,  the  palace,  the 
hotel  de  ville,  &c.  the  old  ma- 
giftracy,  who  had  been  expelled, 
were  reinftated  in  their  offices  ;  the 
chapter  refumed  its  fundlions  ;  and, 
in  the  beginning  of  February,  the 
prince  bifhop  was  reinftated  in  his 
full  authority. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Negotiation  and  Convention  with  Spain  concerning  No  nth  a  Sound,  csV.  Waf 
'  in  India  with  Tippoo  Sultan.  Dijfolution  of  Parliament.  Meeting  of  the 
New  Parliament.  His  Mnjefy’s  Speech.  Addrejs  moved  and  carried. 
Papers  prefented  relative  to  the  Convention  with  Spain.  Further  Commu¬ 
nications  moved  for.  Debate  on  that  Subject.  On  the  Convention .  Debate 
on  that  Subject  in  the  Lords .  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Expences  of  the 
Armament .  Debate  on  the  dhiejiion.  Whether  Impeachments  abate  by  a 
Dijfolution  of  Parliament?  Debate  on  a  Motion  relative  to  abandoning 
certain  Articles  of  the  Charge  againjl  Mr.  Haflings.  Motion  to  petition 
the  King  againjl  proroguing  the  Parliament  till  the  Evidence  Jhould  be  clofed 
bn  the  Impeachment.  Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Impeachment.  Debates  cns 
the  Indian  War. 


IN  our  preceding  volume  we  have 
dated,  as  fully  as  circumstances 
would  admit,  thd  grounds  of  the  dis¬ 
pute  with  Spain  relative  to  Nootka 
Sound.  The  fird  event  of  impor¬ 
tance,  therefore,  which  prefents  it- 
felf  in  our  domcdic  hi  dory,  is  the 
pacific  adjuftment  of  that  difpute  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1790.  In 
the  volume  alluded  to,  we  ventured 
to  exprefs  our  doubts  concerning  the 
prudence  and  good  policy  of  the  ar¬ 
mament  which  was  voted  on  that 
occafion  ;  nor  has  any  thing  fince 
occurred  to  us  of  fuflicieht  force  to 
exonerate  the  minidry  from  the 
charge  of  precipitation  at  lead.  That 
the  objecl  itfelf  was  not  worth  a 
conteft,  nor  even  the'  three  millions 
which  the  armament  cod,  no  perfon 
we  prefume  will  be  inclined  to 
doubt  ;  but  what  is  dill  more  fur- 
prifing  is,  that  the  views  of  Spain 
appear  from  the  date  papers  relative 
to  that  tranfa&ion  to  have  been  from 
the  very  fir  ft  pacific  ;  nor  can  there 
he  much  queftion,  but  that  if  we  had 
only  firmly  infilled  what  we  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  our  right,  we  might 
have  obtained  it  without  the  expence 
of  an  afmament.  The  unanimity 
indeed  which  was  {hewn  upon  this 
occafion  will  appear  not  a  little  fur- 
pridng,  unlefs  we  take  into  the  ac¬ 


count  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and 
the  date  of  parties  at  the  period  in 
quedion.  A  paffion  for  war  is,  un¬ 
happily  for  the  country,  too  much 
a  charadleridic  of  the  Englifh  tem¬ 
per  ;  and  of  all  wars  a  Spanifh  war 
has  from  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
been  the  mod  popular.  In  parlia¬ 
ment,  oppofition  faw  a  didasnt  inte- 
red  in  coinciding  with  the  fenti- 
itients  of  the  minider  on  this  occa- 
lion ;  and  the  minider  himfelf,  ip  is 
commonly  fuppofed,  was  impelled  by  . 
•flronger  motives  than  any  which 
were  fubjedled  to  public  invediga- 
tion.  Thus  all  parties  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  lavifhing  the  treafure 
of  the  nation  ;  and  fcarcely  an  indi¬ 
vidual  was  found  manly  enough  to 
tell  the  public  a  falutary  truth. 

Spain  from  the  fird  had  declared 
that  fhe  was  willing  to  fubmit  the 
right  of  trading  to  that  part  of1 
-America  to  he  determined  entirely 
by  the  exiding  treaties  ;  and  when 
Mr.  Fitzherbert  arrived  at  Madrid, 
in  the  latter  end  of  May,  with  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  powers  to  adjuft  the 
difpute,  the  fird  notice  he  received 
from  the  court  was  a  unanimous  and 
decided  refolution  of  the  Spanifh 
minidry,  to  avoid  if  poffible  a  rup¬ 
ture  with  Great  Britain.  Such  was 
not  the  tone  of  the  Britifh  minidry. 

With 
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tVith  a  haughtWfs,  which  was  pro¬ 
bably  grounded  on  a  knowledge  of 
the  inability  of  their  adverfaries  to 
jmrfue  hollile  meafures,  they  infilled 
on  full  fatisfadlion  to  the  Britilh 
traders  previous  to  the  difculfion  of 
the  point  of  right ;  while  the  Spa¬ 
niards  pleaded  the  neceffity  of  lirll 
determining  the  right,  fince  the  in¬ 
demnification  demanded  by  the  tra¬ 
ders  ought  to  depend  chiefly  on  the 
legality  of  their  proceedings.  On 
thefe  principles  the  negotiation  was 
protracted  to  the  latter  end  of  July ; 
when  Spain,  finding  heifelf  in  no 
refpedl  able  to  refill  the  requifitions 
•of  Great  Britain,  confented  that  the 
fatisfadlion  and  indemnification 
claimed  by  the  Englilh  ambaffador 
fhould  be  confidered  as  a  preliminary 
£o  the  determination  of  the  quell  ion. 
Such  a  declaration  we  conceive 
.ought  to  have  been  confidered  as 
the  fignal  of  peace,  and  as  a  notice 
to  difarm  ;  but  however  unaccount¬ 
able  it  may  appear,  Great  Britain 
dill  continued  its  armaments  with 
jnceffant  vigour,  and  the  public  trea- 
fure  was  dill  lavilhed  with  a  prodi¬ 
gal  hand.  The  negociation  was 
again  protrafted,  wherefore  we  have 
never  been  fully  informed,  till  the 
? 8th  of  Q$:ober  ;  when  the  meeting 
of  parliament  approaching,  and  a 
different  objedl  offering  itfelf  to  the 
ambition  or  the  refentment  of  mi- 
nillers,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
terminate  the  difpute,  and  a  con- 
yention  was  ligned. 

By  this  convention  the  refloration 
©f  the  buildings  and  veffels,  and  the 
reparation  of  the  Ioffes  fullained  by 
yhe  Britilh  fubje&s,  were  fecured  ; 
the  right  of  navigation  and  lilhery 
was  equally  conceded  to  both  na¬ 
tions  ;  illicit  commerce  with  the 
Spanifh  fettlements  was  however  ' 
prohibited,  and  the  Britilh  filhing- 
wdfels  or  others  were  rellridled  to 
leagues  didanpe  from  tfie  Spa- 


nilh  coaft  ;  thofe  parts  of  the  N.W. 
coafts  of  America,  which  are  to  the 
north  of  thofe  now  occupied  by 
Spain,  were  left  free  ;  and  thofe  to 
the  fouth  of  the  prefent  Spanilh  fet¬ 
tlements  were  declared  to  be  the  ex- 
clulive  property  of  that  Hate. 

But  though  Great  Britain  was 
thus  happily  refeued  from  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  war  in  this  quarter  of  the 
■  globe,  accident  oV  ambition  involved 
our  Indian  poffeffions  in  contell  and 
in  blood.  At  fo  remote  a  dillance 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  accurately  of 
caufes  and  motives  ;  but  as  nearly  as 
a  diligent  enquiry  has  enabled  us  to 
colledl  the  truth,  the  following  ap¬ 
pears  a  fair  llatement  of  the  leading 
fadls  : 

The  ufurpation  of  Hyder  Ally, 
and  the  military  prowefs  of  his  fon 
and  fucceffor  Tippoo  Sultan,  are 
fadls  too  recent  and  too  well  known 
to  require  any  repetition.  Of  all 
the  native  princes  of  India,  Tippoo 
was  the  moll  formidable  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  government,  and  the  moll  hollile 
to  its  authority.  The  peace  of  Man¬ 
galore  in  1784  had,  it  was  fuppofed, 
fecured  his  fidelity  by  very  feeble 
ties;  and  the  fplendid  embaffy  which 
not  long  after  that  event  he  dis¬ 
patched  to  France,  afforded  much 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  Ibme  plan 
was  concerted  between  the  old  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  country  and  the 
tyrant  of  Myfore,  for  the  annoyance 
of  Great  Britain  in  its  Indian  pof- 
feffions  :  but  this  plan  was  happily 
defeated  by  the  French  revolution. 

The  inerealing  power  of  Tippoo 
was  not  lefs  formidable  to  the  Dutch 
than  to  the  Englilh ;  and  the  vicinity 
of  Cochin,  their  moll  flpurilhing  fet- 
tlement  on  the  continent  of  India, 
to  the  territories  of  that  afpiring 
monarch,  made  them  tremble  for  its 
fafety.  That  fagacious  people,  how¬ 
ever,  have  feldom  been  without  their 
relources.  Belide$  Cochin,  the  Dutch 
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were  polTeffed  of  two  other  forts, 
which  were  fituated  between  Myfore 
and  their  favourite  fettlement ;  and 
one  of  them,  Cranganore,  had  been 
a  place  of  fome  note  while  in  the 
poffeflion  of  the  Portuguefe.  From 
the  Portuguefe  it  was  conquered  by 
the  Dutch,  who  retained  quiet  pof- 
fefiion  of.it  till  fome  time  in  the 
year' 1779  or  I7^°i  when  it  was 
taken  by  Hyder  Ally  and  garri- 
foned  ;  but  when  the  war  broke  out 
in  1780  between  Hyder  and  the 
JSnglifh,  he  was  obliged  to  evacuate 
his  garrifons  on  the  Malabar  coaft, 
to  employ  his  force  in  the  Carnatic; 
and  Holland  and  France  being  foon 
after  united  with  Hyder  againft  the 
Englilh,  the  Dutch  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  clandeftinely  taking 
pofTefiion  and  re-garrifoning  the  fort ; 
a  meafure  which  greatly  offended 
Hyder,  and  of  which  he  loudly  com¬ 
plained.  By  the  mediation  of  the 
French,  however,  a  compromife  took 
place  ;  but  upon  what  terms  is  un¬ 
certain. 

From  the  vicinity  of  Cranganore 
and  Acottah  to  his  boundary,  and 
their  fituation  within  the  territory 
of  an  acknowledged  tributary  to 
Myfciie  (the  rajah  of  Cochin),  the 
poffeffion  of  them  was  a  moil  deli- 
rable  object  with  Tippoo  :  in  the 
month  of  June  1789,  therefore,  he 
marched  a  formidable  force  towards 
Cranganore,  with  a  profeiTed  inten¬ 
tion  of  making  himfelf  mailer  of  it, 
upon  a  claim  chiefly  founded  upon 
the  tranfadlions  which  we  have  juft 
related.  Unable  therefore  to  retain 
the  poifefflon  of  the  forts  themfelves, 
and  fearing  for  a  fettlement  of  much 
fuperior  valae,  the  Dutch  readily 
entered  into  a  negociation  with  the 
rajah  of  Travancore  for  the  purchafe 
of  them.  It  is  fa  id  that'Tippoo  of¬ 
fered  a  more  coniiderable  fum  than 
they  obtained  from  the  rajah  ;  but 
as  the  latter  was  the  ally  of  Great 


Britain,  who  was  bound  by  treaty 
to  affift  him,  that  politic  people  ea- 
lily  faw,  that  by  placing  them  in  his 
hands  they  eredled  a  moft  powerful 
barrier,  no  lefs  than  the  whole  force 
of  Britain,  againft  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  their  ambitious  neighbour 
upon  their  fettlement  at  Cochin. 

The  imprudence  of  the  rajah,  in 
entering  upon  fuch  a  purchafe  while 
the  title  was  difputed,  drew"  down 
upon  him  the  heavieft  cen  fures  from 
the  government  at  Madras  ;  and  he 
was  repeatedly  cautioned,  both  by 
fir  Archibald  Campbell  and  Mr. 
Holland,  his  fucceffor  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  not  to  proceed  in  the  ne* 
gociation.  Such  however  was  the 
ardour  and  temerity  of  the  rajah, 
in  making  this  acquifition,  that  he 
not  only  concluded  the  purchafe  with 
the  Dutch,  but  even  treated  with 
the  rajah  of  Cochin,  without  the 
privity  of  Tippoo,  though  he  was 
the  acknowledged  tributary  of  that 
prince,  for  fome  adjacent  territory. 
The  bargain  was  concluded  in  July 
1789,  though  it  was  not  till  the  4th 
of  Auguft  that  the  rajah  informed 
the  Madras  government,  through 
their  relident  Mr.  Powney,  that  he 
was  on  the  point  of  making  the  purchafe . 

It  was  not  probable  that  Fippoo 
would  remain  an  indifferent  fpedtator 
of  thefe  tranfadlions.  He  in  lifted  on 
the  claim  which  he  retained  over 
thefe  forts,  in  confequence  of  their 
being  conquered  by  his  father,  and 
in  confequence  of  the  fubfequent 
compromife.  He  afferted  that,  in  vir¬ 
tue  ol  the  feudal  laws,  no  transfer 
of  them  could  be  made  without  his 
confent,  asfovereign  of  Myfore  ;  and 
alleging  as  a  further  caufe  of  com¬ 
plaint  againft  the  rajah,  that  he  had 
given  prote&ion  to  a  number  of  his 
rebel  fubjedta,  he  affembled  a  conli- 
derable  force, and  on  the  29th  of  De¬ 
cember  made  a  diredl  attack  upon  the 
lines  of  Travancore.  O11  receiving  a 
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YCmonftrance  from  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  of  Fort  St.  George,  how¬ 
ever,  he  defifted,  and  even  apologifed 
by  affirming  “  that  the  attack  was 
occafioned  by  the  rajah’s  people 
having  fit  ft  fired  on  his  troops  ;  that 
notwithftanding  this,  he  immediately 
ordered  his  troops  to  difcontinue  the 
attack,  and  fent  back  the  people 
whom  they  had  captured.”  From 
the  29th  of  December  to  the  ift  of 
March  1790,  Tippoo  Sultan  re¬ 
mained  perfectly  quiet,  ftill  afferting 
his  claims  to  the  feudal  Sovereignty 
of  the  forts ;  but,  it  is  confidently 
affirmed,  offering  to  fubmit  the  dis¬ 
pute  to  any  impartial  arbitration. 

'  On  the  ift  of  March  1790,  the 
rajah’s  troops  made  an  offenfive  at¬ 
tack  upon  Tippoo,  who  had  conti¬ 
nued  quiet  within  his  lines  from  the 
29th  of  December,  For  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  ftep,  the  rajah  alleged  in 
excufe  the  hoftile  preparations,  of 
Tippoo  in  the  erection  of  batteries, 
&c.  &c«  An  engagement  took 

place ;  and  war  being  thus  com¬ 
menced,  the  Britifh  government 
conceived  themfelves  bound  to  take 
an  adtive  part.  However  differently 
indeed  philofophers  or  ftatefmen  may 
think  of  the  juftice  or  policy  of  the 
war,  no  period  appeared  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  humble  Tippoo,  if  that 
was  the  objedt  with  the  Britifh  ad- 
miniftration.  With  all  the  other 
native  powers  of  India  we  were  not 
only  at  peace,  but  treaties  of  alliance 
exifted  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  two  molt  powerful  ftates  of  In¬ 
dia,  the  Nizam  and  the  Mahrattas  ; 
and  both  declared  themfelves  in  per¬ 
fect  readinsfs  to  exert  their  utmoft 
force  to  crufh  the  rifing  power  of 
My  fore.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  Eaft  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  parliament ;  and  fach 
were  the  fa&s  which  appeared  of 
fufficient  importance  to  induce  the 
sniniftry  ©f  Great  Britain  to  involve 
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the  nation  in  the  expences  and  cala¬ 
mities  of  war. 

In  purfuance  of  his  majefty’s  inti¬ 
mation  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  the 
parliament  was  diffolved  on  the  1 1  th 
of  June.  The  ele&ions  in  moft 
places  proceeded  with  a  degree  ©f 
languor,  and  the  number  of  new 
members  was  not  very  confiderable. 
On  the  25th  of  November  1790  the 
new  parliament  affembled  ;  but  no 
bufinefs  was  proceeded  in  except 
fwearing  in  the  members,  and  elect¬ 
ing  Mr.  Addington  fpeaker.  On 
the  following  day  his  majefty  opened 
the  feffion  by  a  fpeeGh  from  the 
throne.  He  began  with  teftifying 
his  fatisfadKon  that  the  differences 
with  the  court  of  Spain  had  been 
brought  to  an  amicable  termination. 
He  informed  parliament,  that  iince 
the  laft  feffion  a  foundation  had  been 
laid  for  a  pacification  between  Auf- 
tria  and  the  Porte,  and  for  putting 
an  end  to  the  diffenfions  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands.  He  remarked,  that  a  fe- 
parate  peace  had  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  Ruffia  and  Sweden;  but  as 
the  war  ftill  continued  between  the 
former  of  thefe  powers  and  the 
Porte,  he  intimated  an  intention  of 
employing  the  weight  and  influence 
of  Great  Britain  in  reftoring  the 
general  tranquillity.  In  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  fpeech,  his  majefty  re¬ 
marked  the  hoftilities  which  had 
commenced  in  India ;  and  called 
the  attention  of  both  houfes  to  the 
ftate  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 
On  the  30th  an  addrefs  was  moved 
by  Mn  Mainwaring,  and  feconded 
by  Mr.  R.  P.  Carew,  which  was,  as 
ufual,  an  echo  to  the  fpeech.  On 
this  fubjeCt  Mr.  Fox  rofe — not,  he 
faid,  with  a  view  of  oppofing  the 
addrefs  to  his  majefty,  ox  of  breaking 
through  the  unanimity  which  the 
mover  and  the  feconder  of  the  ad¬ 
drefs  reprefented  as  fo  defirable  ; 
but  there  were  different  modes  of 
I  4  Hating 
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bating  the  grounds  cn  which  the 
motion  might  be  fupported.  The 
honourable  member  who  moved  the 
addrefs,  had  declared  that  he  would 
not  have  moved  it,  had  he  not  been 
convinced  of  the  important  advan¬ 
tages  which  would  in  all  probability 
be  derived  from  the  late  convention, 
hi r.  box  deli  red  to  difclaipi  any 
fuch  motive,  declaring  that  fie  fliould 
vote  for  the  addrels  without  any 
fuch  conviction;  and  before  he  could 
bring  his  mind  to  that  length,  he 
mu  ft  have  much  better  grounds  for 
decifion  than  any  that  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  public.  War,  he 
laid,  ought  pever  to  be  undertaken 
to  increafe  dornmion,  or  add  to  the 
extent  of  territory,  With-  refpedt 
to  the  Netherlands,  it  had  been  faid 
that  this  country  ought  to  promote 
their  return  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
to  prevent  their  faking  into  the  hands 
of  a  neighbouring  power.  France, 
he  bad  no  doubt,  was  the  power  al¬ 
luded  to;  but  if  fo,  how  came  France 
fo  fuddenly  a  greater  objedl  of  terror 
than  it  formerly  was  ?  He  had  look¬ 
ed  into  the  fpeech  from  the.  throne 
at  the  opening  of  the  laft  feffion,  and 
jto  mention  was  made  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands.  The  allufion  to  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  had  indeed  made  much 
nolle  out  of  doors,  and  it  had  been 
conceived  that  fome  new  treaties  of 
a  very  particular  nature  had  been 
recently  entered  into.  That  paf- 
fage  however  of  his  majefty’s  fpeech 
he  conceived  might  be  mifinter- 
preted,  and  by  the  word  <{  treaties” 
plight  be  meant  that  of  Utrecht,  and 
the  antecedent  treaties,  by  which 
this  country  became  guarantee  to 
A  lift  ri  a  for  the  Netherlands  ;  but 
if  this  was  in  reality  the  meaning  of 
the  fpeech,  the  fame  obligation  that 
how  fub lifted  to  interfere  with  the 
Netherlands,  had  iubffted  in  equal 
force  laft  year.  The  honourable 
piover  of  the  addrefs  had  taken  op- 


cafion  to  compliment  the  miniftry 
on  the  peace  which  had  been  con* 
eluded  between  Sweden  and  Ruflia  ; 
whereas  Mr. Fox  obferved,  that  had 
it  depended  on  the  mediation  of 
this  country,  he  apprehended  the 
fniniftry  would  have  adted  very  dif¬ 
ferently  from  making  peace  between 
thofe  powers. 

On  the  fubjedt  of  India,  Mr.  Fox 
obferved,  that  it.  undoubtedly  was 
our  duty  to  defend  our  allies  when 
attacked ;  but  to  extend  the  prin¬ 
ciple  fo  far  as  to  make  a  rupture  be¬ 
tween  two  narive  princes  a  pretence 
for  carrying  on  a  war  in  India,  with 
a  view  fo  extirpate  and  deftroy  any 
particular  prince  or  nation  for  the 
fake  of  an  acquifition  of  territory  to 
the  Eaft  India  company,  was  againil 
the  principle  of  all  the  adts  of  par¬ 
liament  which  had  been  palled  for 
the  regulation  of  our  territories  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  Mr.  Fox,  and 
frankly  allowed  that  voting  for  the 
addrefs  did  not  imply  any  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  convention,  which 
would  of  itfelr  become  a  particular 
objedl  of  difculTion  on  a  future  day, 
With  refpedl  to  India,  Mr.  Pitt  de¬ 
clared  that  in  fubftance  he  perfectly 
agreed  with  Mr.  Fox  ;  but  though 
it  could  neither  be  juft  nor  politic 
to  make  war  in  that  country  merely 
for  the  fake  of  conquelt,  yet  if 
through  ambition  or  violence  any  in- 
fult  ftiould  be  committed  by  any  na¬ 
tive  prince,  who  was  a  reftlefs  ty¬ 
rant,  on  an  ally  of  Great  Britain, 
and  we  were  forced  by  treaty  tc? 
enter  into  hoftilities  in  fupport  of 
our  ally,  and  the  war  fhould  ter¬ 
minate  fortunately  for  us,  were  we 
not  to  take  the  obvious  advantage 
pf  the  event,  and  make  our  ally  an 
adequate  compenfation  for  the  ia- 
fult  or  injury  he  might  have  fuf- 
tained,  and  repay  ourfeiyeg  for  the 
expellees  in  which  we  ■  had  been 

*  ^  1  .  -p-  ■'  * 
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wantonly  involved  ?  Mr.  Pitt  con¬ 
cluded  by  prom i  ling  to  take  the 
carlieft  opportunity  of  laying  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  the  expences  of  the 
'  late  armament.  The  addrefs  was 
voted  without  a  divihon. 

On  the  3d  qf  December,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  a  copy  of  the 
-declaration  and  counter-declaration, 
as  exchanged  at  Madrid  on  the  24th 
of  July  1790,  a  copy  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  with  the  expences  of  the  arma¬ 
ment.  But  thefe  not  appearing  fa- 
tisfa&ory  to  the  members  in  oppo- 
fition,  Mr.  Grey,  on  the  13th, 
moved  tor  the  production  of  feveral 
other  papers  relative  to  the  negocia- 
tion,  and  particularly  the  requisi¬ 
tions  made  by  his  majeftyV  mini¬ 
sters  to  the  court  of  Spain.  Mr. 
Grey  lupportedhis  motion  by  (hew¬ 
ing  the  utter  impofllbility  of  decid¬ 
ing  upon  the  policy  of  the  late  mea¬ 
sures  without  fufficient  documents, 
fince  without  them  it  was  impoflible 
to  know  whether  the  late  difputes 
had  been  owing  to  the  re  file  fs  am¬ 
bition  and  unjuft  claims  of  Spain,  or 
to  the  raihnefs,  prefumption,  or  ig¬ 
norance  of  his  majefty’s  minifters. 
Without  the  neceffary  papers,  it 
was  difficult  to  decide,  whether  we 
might  not  have  gained  all  the  boaft- 
cd  advantages  of  the  convention  at  a 
much  lefs  expence  than  had  been  in¬ 
curred.  In  the  cafe  of  Falkland’s 
Hands,  all  the  papers  had  been  pro¬ 
duced.  Allowing  this  convention 
$0  be  as  good  as  he  thought  it  bad 
(and  he  had  no  fcruple  to  fay,  he 
thought  it  the  word  that  could  have 
been  made),  it  would  be  contrary 
0  the  gravity  of  the  houfe  to  vote 
tpplaufe  without  inquiry.  If  it 
diould  be  found  that  the  meafure 
lad  been  protracted  by  t^ie  ill  conduct 
>(  minifters,  were  they  to  praife 
hofe  whom  they  ought  to  cenfurc, 
^  perhaps  impeach?  If,  on  the 


other  hand,  the  minifter  was  con? 
fcious  of  having  done  his  duty,  he 
had  nothing  to  conceal,  and  would, 
thank  him  for  having  made  the  mo¬ 


tion. 

#  Mr.  Pelham,  in  fecondingthe  mo¬ 
tion,  mentioned,  “  that  it  ha4  been 
the  opinion  of  all  Europe  that  our 
armaments  had  not  been  prepared 
merely  for  the  affair  of  Nootka,  but 
had  forpe  further  object ;  and  that 
opinion  was  (lengthened  by  th$ 
prefent  iricreafe  of  our  naval  efta- 
bhfhment.”  Mr.  Wilberforce,  in 
controverting  the  motion,  took  a 
new  and  fingular  ground.  He  af- 
ferted,  that  parliamentary  .inquiry ' 
ought  not  to  be  fet  on  foot  without 
ftrong  grounds  of  fufpicion,  or  manh 
fell  blame ;  and  allied  gentlemen, 
whether  they  muft  not  be  convinced, 
that  the  quantity  of  papers  which 
would  be  produced  from  a  long  ne¬ 
gotiation  might  probably  afford 
foundation  for  fome  cenfure  ?  He  af? 
ferted  that  the  miniftry  poffeffed, 
and  deferred  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  appealed  to  the  public 
approbation  which  the  convention 
had  received  from  the  city  of  LonT 
don,  which  was  the  firlt  in  the 
kingdom.  Mr,  Wyndham  reprobate 
ed  the  fallacy  of  the  pofition,  that 
unlefs  there  were  manifeft  ground^ 
of  blame  no  parliamentary  inquiry 
ought  to  be  inllituted.  ft  was,  he 
faid,  a  mod  unconftitutional  doc¬ 
trine  in  concerns  that  involved  in 
them  nearly  four  millions  of  the 
public  money  ;  and  contended  that 
it  was  the  dut'v  of  parliament  to  in- 
qmie  into  the  wildom  of  the  expen¬ 
diture. 

i  \ 

Thefe  arguments  were  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  enforced  by  Mri  Fox,  who  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  minifter  had  any 
honourable  pride,  he  could  have  no 
fatisfadlion  in  that  praife  which 
came  from  thofe  who  knew  not  the 
grounds  of  it,  who  could  neither  tell 
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whether  the  thing  done  could  have 
been  done  at  a  lefs  expence,  or  in 
lefs  time.  He  himfelf,  he  declared, 
refpeded  authority,  and  reverenced 
that  of  the  city  of  London  :  but 
how  did  he  know  what  information 
the  city  of  London  was  poffeffed  of 
refpeding  the  convention  ?  It  had 
been  faid  that  the  expofure  of  thefe 
papers  might  revive  grievances. — 
But  what,  he  would  afk,  was  to  have 
thisferious  effect  ?  Why,  letting  the 
houfe  of  commons  know  what  the 
courts  of  Spain  and  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  knew  full  well  already  ! 

Mr.  Pitt  afferted,  that  it  was  of  no 
Importance  to  know  whether  this  or 
that  part  of  the  negociation  was 
proper,  but  whether  the  whole  con- 
duft  of  government  in  bringing  the 
late  differences  with  Spain  to  fuch 
a  termination  deferved  praife  or  cen- 
fure.  He  reminded  the  houfe,  that 
it  was  not  the  right  ©f  calling  for 
papers  that  was  now  difputed,  but 
the  exercife  of  that  right  ;  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  exercifed  only  upon 
grave,  folemn,  and  weighty  occa¬ 
sions,  when  the  reafon  for  blame, 
diffatisfadion,  or  fufpicion  appeared 
upon  the  face  of  the  treaty ;  that 
it  would  be  a  lofs  of  time  if  the 
houfe  entered  upon  the  detail  of 
every  negociation  ;  and  added,  that 
Briffol  as  well  as  London  had  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  convention.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived,  Ayes  134,  Noes 
25  8 .  Maj  ori  ty  124. 

Much  of  the  debate  concerning 
the  convention  was  anticipated  in 
that  relating  to  the  produdion  of 
papers.  It  was  opened  on  the  14th 
of  December  by  Mr.  I/uncombe  ; 
•who,  after  prefacing  that  the  little 
interruption  which  the  dilpute  with 
Spain  had  occafioned  to  trade  and 
rmanufadures  was  a  lubjed  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  adminiflration,  propofed  an 
addrefs  to  his  majeffy,  “  offering 
their  cordial  congratulations  on  io 


fatisfadory  an  iffue  of  the  late  ne¬ 
gociation,”  See.  The  minifterial 
party  on  this  Qccafion  expatiated 
largely  on  the  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  whale  fifhery  and  the 
fur  trade  ;  a  new  Continent,  it  was 
faid,  was  opened  to  the  commercial 
fpirit  of  our  countrymen  ;  and  a  new 
fea  declared  free  to  our  navigators. 
On  this  fubjed  Mr.  Pulteney  re¬ 
marked,  that  if  it  was  true,  as  had 
been  ftated,  that  the  advantages  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  convention  had  been 
extorted  from  Spain,  it  was  by  no 
means  improbable  that  they  might 
again  become  the  fubjed  of  dif- 
pute.  What  had  been  unwillingly- 
granted  could  not  be  expeded  to  be 
fatisfadorily  or  permanently  enjoyed. 
With  refped  to  the  whale  fifhery  in 
the  fouth,  he  obferved,  -  that  it  was 
obliged  to  be  fupported  by  a  bounty 
of  10  per  cent,  upon  the  Whole,  and 
that  the  Greenland  fifhery  was  infi¬ 
nitely  more  extenfive  and  profitable. 
Mr.  Grey  expreffed  his  aftonifh- 
ment  to  hear  that  the  poffefiions- 
ceded  to  this  country  by  the  con¬ 
vention,  had  been  obtained  contrary 
to  the  engagement  of  former  trea¬ 
ties  ;  this  was  in  effed  to  deny  our 
right  to  thofe  poffeffions,  as  the  only 
criterion  of  that  right  muff  be  the 
former  treaties.  He  obferved,  that 
the  limits  of  our  right  to  trade  were 
ftill  left  undefined  :  as  to  Nootka, 
the  original  caufe  of  the  difpute,  it 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  and 
even  fell  exprefsly  under  the  deferip- 
tion  of  thofe  places  that  .were  to  be 
given  up  to  Spain.  Mr.  Grey  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving,  u  that  the  houfe 
do  now  adjourn.”  In  reply  to  Mr. 
Grey,  Mr.  Dundas  confided,  that 
no  precife  line  of  demarkation  was 
drawn  by  the  convention  ;  becaufe 
we  were  not  contending  for  a  few 
miles,  but  for  a  world,  and  no  fuch 
line  could  be  drawn  without  an 
enormous  and  unneceffary  expence.  1 
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Whatever  fettlement  we  had  at 
Nootka,  he  added,  every  thing  was 
reftored  according  to  circumftances, 
either  in  land  or  by  a  pecuniary 
compenfation. 

Mr.  Fox  lamented  the  neceffity 
he  was  under  of  difcuffing  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  convention  without  the 
proper  documents.  If,  for  mftance, 
it  was  true  that  Spain  had  offered  to 
difarm  immediately  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  two  declarations  in 
July,  which  there  was  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  ought  they  to  pafs  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  miniftry,  when,  had  they 
difarmed  in  Auguft,  as  in  that  cafe 
they  might  have  done,  the  greater 
part  of  the  expence,  and  much  of 
the  lofs  and  inconvenience,  might 
have  been  avoided  ?  It  had  indeed 
been  infinuated,  that  the  naval  war  in 
the  Baltic  was  the  reafon  for  keep¬ 
ing  up  our  armament ;  but  if  this 
was  the  cafe,  he  would  be  glad  to 
hear  it  from  authority.  The  repa¬ 
ration,  he  infilled,  was  infufficient, 
becaufe  it  was  merely  verbal ;  and, 
having  made  a  fettlement  at  No  >t- 
ka,  that  fettlement  ought  to  have 
been  reftored  to  us  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  as  we  at  firft  poffeffed  it.  It 
had  been  faid  that  the  advantages 
of  the  convention  were  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  length  of  the 
negociation  ;  “  had  it  then  been 
but.  fufficiently  protracted,  it  is  im- 
polfible  to  fay  how  high  the  fum  of 
our  gains  might  have  rifen!”  It 
had  been  amplified  as  a  great  accef- 
fion  of  national  honour,  that  we  had 
broken  through  an  unreafonable 
claim,  not  only  for  ourfelves,  but 
for  all  other  nations  :  but  would  any 
man  ferioufiy  defend  this  romantic 
doctrine? — On  this  principle  his  ma- 
jefty  might  be  attacked  for  affum- 
ing  the  title  of  king  of  France,  and 
the  kings  of  Naples  and  Sardinia, 
for  ftyling  themfelves  kings  of  Cy- 

rrue  and  Jerufalem.  After  all  that 
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had  been  faid  of  our  acquifitions, 
the  truth  had  at  length  been  Hated 
by  a  gentleman  in  adminiftration, 
(Mr.  Ryder) — viz.  “  that  we  had 
in  reality  acquired  nothing,  but  ob¬ 
tained  fecurity  for  what  we  poffeffed 
before.” — This  however  Mr.  Fox: 
confeffed  was  an  advantage,  if  it 
could  be  proved  that  we  had  really- 
retained  the  valuable  part  of  our 
poffeffions  ;  becaufe  it  was  often 
wife  to  give  up  part  of  an  unlimited 
right,  to  fecure  the  uninterrupted 
poffeffion  of  the  reft.  But  how  mi- 
ferably  were  we  curtailed  in  our 
rights  by  this  convention !  Our 
right  before  was  to  fettle  in  any 
part  of  South  or  North  Weft  Ame¬ 
rica,  not  fortified  againft  us  by  pre¬ 
vious  occupancy  ;  we  were  now  li¬ 
mited  to  fettle  in  certain  places  only, 
and  under  certain  reftriCtions.  Our 
right  of  fi fhing  before  extended  to 
the  whole  ocean,  it  was  now  con¬ 
fined  to  certain  diftances.  The  line 
of  demarkation  which  was  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  drawn  on  this  occafion 
was,  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  impracti¬ 
cable,  fince  the  moft  ikilful  naviga¬ 
tor  could  never  anfwer  for  an  impli¬ 
cit  obedience  to  the  injunction,  not 
to  approach  within  thirty  miles  of  a 
coaft  which  he  had  never  feen  be¬ 
fore.  The  line  of  demarkation  by 
land  was  equally  liable  to  difpute.  It 
was  to  the  north  of  the  Spanifh  fet- 
tlements  ;  but  fuppofe  we  were  to 
meet  with  one  further  to  the  north 
than  we  expeCted,  and  a  difpute  was 
to  arife,  whether  it  was  new  or  old  ; 
it  would  be  feme  difficulty  to  fend 
out  builders  to  decide  from  the 
condition  of  the  materials.  A  treaty 
conceived  in  fuch  indecifive  terms 
reminded  him,  he  faid,  of  a  lawyer’s 
will  drawn  up  by  himfelf,  with  a 
note  in  the  margin  of  a  particular 
claufe  :  “  This  will  afford  room  for 
an  excellent  difquifition  in  the  court 
of  chancery.”  Thus  it  was  evi¬ 
dent 
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cjlept  that  the  treaty  was  a  treaty  of 
.  coneeffions  mftead  of  acquisitions, 
and  we  had  given  up  what  was  of  in¬ 
finite  value  to  Spain,  and  retained 
what  could-never  be  of  much  to  cur- 
felves. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  his 
fpeech  Mr.  Fox  noticed  the  lavifh  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  money.  Fie 
laid  he  had  approved  of  the  treaty 
with  the  landgrave  of  Heffe,  merely 
in  the  hope  that  it  would  have  en¬ 
abled  us  to  reduce  our  Handing  force 
at  home.  It  was  indeed  curious  to 
fee  a  minifter,  who  called  himfelf  a 
minifter  of  economy,  increafmg  our 
effablifhments  in  every  department, 
adding  to  the  ordinary  eftablifhment 
of  the  navy  ten  fail  of  the  line, 
and  ioojoocl.  to  the  annual  ex- 
pence  of  the  army.  On  the  whole, 
as  he  could  not  yefterday  give  a  vote 
of  blind  confidence,  fo  neither  could 
he  .  this  day  of  blind  admiration. 

Mr.  Pitt  denied  that  there  was  any 
period  in  the  courfe  of  the  negocia- 
lion,  when  they  could  have  made 
better  terms,  or  when  they  could 
have  difarmed  with  fafety.  He  af- 
jferted  that  the  armament  was  kept 
up  folely  on  account  of  the  pending 
negociation  with  Spain,  and  with¬ 
out  any  view  whatever  to  the  ftate 
of  the  northern  powers.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  wherever  we  had  made  a 
conceffion  in  the  treaty,  a  ftipulation 
equally  favourable  to  us  had  been  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  Spain.  In  reply  to  Mr, 
Fox’s  observations  concerning  the 
line  of  demarkation,  he  obferved, 
that  ten  leagues  of  fuch  extended 
leas  as  the  Pacific  ocean  were  by  no 
means  to  be  compared  with  the  four 
leagues  cliftance  from  our  coafts, 
which  foreign  veffels  by  our  hovel¬ 
ing  acts  were  obliged  to  obferve  ; 
and  with  refpedf  to  the  limits  by 
Iand>  he  endeavoured  to  fiiew  that 
they  could  not  as  yet  be  properly  de¬ 
fined*  the  motion  for  the  ad- 


journme»t  the  numbers  were,  Noes 
247,  Ayes  123.  Majority  124. 
The  main  quefiion  wa3  then  put, 
and  carried. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  conven¬ 
tion  was  oppofed  by  the  marquis  of 
Eanfdowne  with  an  unparalleled 
difplay  of  diplomatic  ability.  H,e 
took  an  extend ve  review  of  the  po¬ 
litics  of  Europe  from  the  peace  of 
1782.  He  faid  the  bafis  of  our  po¬ 
litics  at  that  period  was  a  perma¬ 
nently  pacific  fyftem  for  Europe. 
This  principle  we  had  purfued  with 
refpecl  to  France,  in  extinguishing 
all  falfe  ideas  of  rivalfhip,  in  leaving 
nothing  undefined,  nothing  to  com- 
miflaries,  nothing  to  foreign  inter¬ 
ference.— -With  refpedt  to  Spain, 
the  view  was  to  give  the  mo  ft  of 
what  was  conceded  to  the  weakeft 
power;  and  this  was  done  with 
the  more  propriety,  as  American 
poffdlions  were  no  longer  the  fame 
object  with  England  as  formerly. 
As  to  Holland,  the  defign  was  to  , 
ftipulate  in  favour  of  the  general 
freedom  and  extenfion  of  trade,  and 
to  counteract  that  monopoly  of 
commerce  which,  had  ever  been  the 
aim  of  that  power.  In  purfuance 
of  this  fyftem  of  politics,  the  com¬ 
mercial  treaty  with  France  had  been  j 
concluded ;  as  well  as  the  conven¬ 
tion  with  Spain  refpeCting  the  Spa- 
nifh  American  main  in  1786.  At 
this  period  the  king  of  Pruffia  died, 
and  then  commenced  an  entire  new 
fyftem  of  Englifh  politics,  France 
was  again  held  out  as  our  natural 
enemy.  Every  court  was  to  tremble 
at  the  name  of  Britain.  Holland 
was  obliged  by  force,  and  not  upon 
principle,  to  return  to  our  alliance* 
The  Turks  and  Swedes  were  put  in 
motion  to  murder  the  Ruffians. 
Denmark  was  forbidden  to  inters 


fere  ;  and  more  work  was  found  for 


the  emperor  in  the  Belgic  provinces, 
Tq  crown  the  whole,  the  Britifh 
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triumph  was  at  laft  to  terminate  in 
Nootka  Sound.  A  few  adventurers 
and  men  of  letters  had  fitted  out 
fhips  with  fine  names  ;  and,  under 
Portuguefe  colours  and  papers,  pre¬ 
pared  to  break  through  a  fyftem  re¬ 
garding  Spanifh  America,  which 
had  been  fan&ioned  by  thepolicy  of 
Europe  for  more  than  200  years. 
In  conclufion,  we  arm  in  a  manner 
the  moft  infulting,  and  fummon 
Spain  in  terms  equally  unprecedent¬ 
ed.  Such  was  the  prefen t  fyftem  ; 
but  we  had  not  even  purfued  that 
with  confiftencv  and  ability.  We 
had  neither  fecured  France  nor 
Spain,  nor  any  other  power.  By 
the  convention  the  fifhery  was  de¬ 
fined  to  our  difadvantage,  being  li¬ 
mited  to  ten  leagues  from  the  fhore. 
As  to  the  right  of  trading,  that  was 
afferted  even  in  the  time  of  Eliza¬ 
beth,  by  the  treaty  of  1670,  and  af¬ 
terwards  acknowledged  in  1749. — 
But  this  proceeding  at  Nootka  en¬ 
dangered  the  whole  advantages  of 
our  commercial  treaty  with  Spain. 
We  were  doing,  his  lordfhip  faid, 
the  work  of  other  nations,  and  of 
North  America  in  particular.  He 
ftiould  vote,  he  added,  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  :  ill,  To  fliew  the 
Spaniards  the  true  temper  of  the 
nation,  that  we  were  not  reftlefs  or 
infolent,  as  our  enemies  reprefent 
us  :  2dly,  To  preferve  our  reputa¬ 
tion  in  Europe  :  aud  3dly,  To  de¬ 
ter  future  minifters  from  a  fimilar 
proceeding. 

Immediately  connected  with  the 
armament,  were  the  ways  and  means 
for  defraying  the  expences  of  it. 
This  bufmefs  was  opened  on  the 
15th  of  December,  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  ftated 
the  expence  incurred  by  the  late 
armament  to  be  : 

For  the  Navy  -  -  ^1,565,000 

Army  -  -  64,000 

Ordnance  -  -  151,000 


Provifions  to  the  E.  and 

W.  Indies  y^.41,00® 


Making  in  the  whole  1,821,000 
To  which  was  added  the  1 
vote  of  credit  expended  J  ,0vJ°’000 


000 


T otal  ex  pence  of  the  ar-  j  c, 

r  ^  1-2)821, 
mament  J  *  ' 

From  this,  however, 

200,oool.  might  be  de¬ 
ducted  for  naval  flores  on 
hand  ;  but  this  he  fhould 
avoid,  wifbing  to  have 
every  expenditure,  occa- 
fioned  in  any  degree  by 
the  armament,  Hated  fepa- 
rately,  and  feparately  pro¬ 
vided  for:  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  he  fhould  include  the 
expence  of  the  addition  of 
6,000  feamen,  at  -  -  3 1 2,003 


Left  to  be  provided  for  3,133,000 

This  addition  of  debt,  Mr.  Pitt 
faid,  he  hoped  the  houfe,  coniidering 
the  great  refources  of  the  country, 
would  meet  with  energy.  They 
ought  not  to  be  content  with  find¬ 
ing  the  means  to  defray  the  intereft, 
■ond  leave  the  capital  a  permanent 
burden.  With  this  view,  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  produce  a 
plan  of  ways  and  means,  which 
would  in  a  fhort  period  clear  the 
whole  of  the  debt.  The  firft  re- 
four  ce  for  this  purpofe,  which  he 
fhould  fuggeft,  was  the  balance  of 
iffues  of  public  money,  which  had, 
accumulated  from  unpaid  dividends 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  By-  the  yearly  accounts  of 
the  bank  it  appeared  that  this  ba¬ 
lance  had  been  increafmg  from  the 
year  1727,  and  on  the  5th  of  July 
1789  amounted  to  547,000!.  On 
the  1 2th  of  OClober  there  was  a 
floating  balance  of  66o,oool.  and 
there  were  juft  grounds  to  believe 
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that  this  would  Hill  continue  to  in- 
creafe.  It  was  his  intention,  there¬ 
fore,  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  dead 
balance,  to  the  amount  of  500, ©ool. 
which  he  fhould  take  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  ufe,  and  i6o,oool.  would  then 
be  left  for  the  difcharge  of  ar¬ 
rears. 

His  next  object  was*  to  propofe 
fuch  temporary  taxes  as  might  ferve 
to  difcharge  the  whole  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  in  the  courfe  of  four  years. 
The  firft  tax  would  be  upon  an 
article  of  general  confumption, 
fugar,  which  now  paid  12s.  8d. 
per  cwt.  to  which  he  fhould  pro¬ 
pofe  an  addition  of  2s.  8d.  which 
would  raife  241,000!.  The  fecond 
tax  would  be  on  fpirits,  and  would 
confifl  of  one-fixth  additional  tax, 
which  would  make  on 

Home  fpirits  ^.86,000 

Brandy  -  -  87,000 

Rum  .  -  67,000 


Total  on  fpirits  240,000 


A  tax  on  malt,  of  3d.  per  bufhel, 
he  propofed  for  two  years  only, 
which  would  amount  to  i22,oool. 
The  next  tax  was  xo  per  cent,  on 
all  affeffed  taxes  excepting  the  com-, 
mutation  and  land  tax  ;  and  laftly, 
a  double  tax  on  game-keepers,  and 
one-third  additional  on  game  licences. 
The  fums  to  be  raifed  reipectively 
would  then  be  : 

Sugar  -  £241  ,000 

Britifh  fpirits  -  86,000 

Brandy  -  -  87,000 

Rum  -  -  67,000 

Malt  -  122,000 

Affeffed  taxes  -  -  1 00,000 

Game  licences  -  -  25,000 


728,000 


To  thefe  be  propofed  to  add  one 
permanent  tax,  which  confifted  in  a 
further  regulation  of  the  tax  already 


exifting  upon  bills  of  exchange* 
Should  thefe  proportions  be  carried 
into  effe6t,  the  confolidated  fund 
■would  gain  500,0001.  from  the 
bank,  and  800,000 1.  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  firft  year,  in  the  fuiii 
of  1,300,0001.  which  fum  he 
fhould  move  to  be  iffued  from  it 
.for  the  year  1791  ;  and  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  refource  for  the  remainder, 
he  would  propofe  the  iffuing  of 
1, 800, 00c  1.  in  exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  S^  Thornton,  and  lome  other 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  bank, 
complained  that  500,0001.  of  the  de- 
pofit  at  the  bank  for  the  unpaid  di¬ 
vidends  was  a  meafure  likely  to  give 
a  flab  to  public  credit,  and  to  be 
attended  with  the  worft  confequen- 
ces.  Mr.  Sheridan  complimented 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  meafures  he  had 
juft  propofed,  and  only  differed 
from  him  in  one  particular,  which 
was,  fuppoiing  that  the  country  was 
in  fuch  a  Hate  as  to  admit  of  taxes 
being  taken  off  after  they  had  been 
once  laid  on.  He  faw  that  the 
prefent  income  of  the  country  was 
15,800,0001.  and  that  the  lail  year’s 
expenditure  amounted  to  17  mil¬ 
lions.  He  lamented  that  one  great 
object  of  refource  was  entirely  over¬ 
looked  ;  viz.  the  reduction  of  our 
eflablifhments  :  inffead  of  this,  with 
the  ftrongeft  alliances,  and  under  no 
apprehenlions  of  attack,  we  increafed 
them  year  by  year.  He  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  minifter  to  confult 
the  bank  directors  concerning  the 
appropriation  of  the  500,0001.  which 
was  afterwards  more  ftrongly  preffed 
by  Mr.  Fox  and  others.  In  fa£t, 
after  much  hefitation  and  contefl, 
the  minifter  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh  this  part  of  his  plan,  and  con¬ 
tent  himfelf  with  accepting  from 
the  bank  a  loan  of  that  fum  without 
intereft,  as  long  as  a  floating  ba¬ 
lance  to  that  amount  fhould  remain 
ia  the  hands  of  their  cafhier.  The 
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•tltc?  arrangements  relative  to  this 
fubjefl  were  carried  into  effect. 

A  fubjeft  of  confiderable  condi- 
tutionai  importance  came  under  the 
cognizance  of  parliament  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  feffion.  The  ques¬ 
tion  in  debate  was  in  fubflance,  whe¬ 
ther  profecutions  upon  impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  commons  before  the 
peers  of  Great  Britain,  do  or  do 
not  abate  by  the  diffolution  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  the  motion  which 
gave  rife  to  the  debate  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  17th 
of  December,  who  moved,  xi  that 
the  houfe  do  now  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  date  of  the  impeachment 
of  Warren  Hadings,  Efq. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  was 
refilled  by  Mr.  Ballard,  becaufe,  he 
faid,  he  wilhed  to  meet  the  quellion 
in  the  firft  in  dance,  rather  than  give 
up  an  inch  of  ground  in  a  matter 
which  he  did  not  approve.  If  he 
fucceeded  in  his  oppofidon,  he  was 
candid  enough  to  acquaint  the  houfe, 
that  he  would  afterwards  move  that 
Mr.  Haftings’s  trial  be  put  olf  till 
that  day  five  months.  The  prefent 
parliament  being  a  new  one,  would 
do  well  to  profit  by  the  proceedings 
of  the  former.  They  would  do  well 
to  paufe  before  they  adopted  an  im¬ 
peachment,  to  which,  but  from  re¬ 
port,  they  mull  be  utter  llrangers. 
Let  them  look  into  the  journals,  and 
they  would  find  falfehoods  in  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  lad  parliament ;  the 
refolutions  of  one  day  contradicting 
thofe  of  another.  When  it  was  re- 
folved  to  impeach  Mr.  Hadings, 
India  was  reprefented  as  a  defert. 
Afterwards,  when  another  object 
was  in  view,  they  had  refolved  that 
India  was  in  a  mod  flourilhing  date. 
Mr.  Badard  acknowledged  that  he 
had  given  a  vote  for  Mr.  Hadings’s 

impeachment,  but  it  was  under  the 
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expectation  that  Mr.  Haftings’s 
fydem  of  government  was  to  be  done 
away,  and  a  very  different  fydem 
edablilhed  in  its  dead.  But  on  the 
contrary,  the  board  of  controul  had 
fandioned  the  old  fydem,  and  con¬ 
firmed  all  Mr.  Hadings’s  meafures. 
He  could  not  look  at  the  impeach¬ 
ment,  and  forget  certain  conditu- 
tional  principles.  One  article  of  the 
great  charter  was,  that  no  Englifh- 
man  fhould  have  exceffive  fines  im- 
pofed  upon  him ;  nor  Ihould  any 
man  undergo  cruel  or  unheard-of 
puniihment ;  and  a  great  point  was, 
that  every  accufed  perfon  fhould 
have  the  mod  fpeedy  means  afforded 
him  of  acquittal  or  condemnation  : 
thefe  principles  had  all  been  grofsly 
violated  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Hadings. 
Mr.  Badard  complained  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  charges  had  been: 
prepared  ;  voted  one  day,  brought 
in  the  next,  adopted  almod  without 
reading,  and  hurried  away  to  the 
lords  ;  and  what  was  dill  more  ex¬ 
traordinary,  feveral  of  them  were  ac¬ 
tually  never  read  to  the  houfe.  The 
very  court  had  undergone  a  change 
of  no  lefs  than  forty  by  death.  He 
mentioned  the  advantage  the  profe- 
cutors  had  in  bringing  forward  their 
evidence,  whereas  by  the  courfe  of 
nature  many  of  them  might  drop  off 
before  Mr.  Hadings  could  be  put 
on  his  defence. 

Colonel  Macleod  adopted  the  fame 
fide  of  the  quedion,  and  complained 
that  Mr.  Burke  had  now  artfully 
and  infidioufly  avoided  bringing  for¬ 
ward  any  arguments  for  his  motion, 
and  conlequently  had  left  the  oppo- 
fition  to  it  to  be  made  by  anticipa¬ 
tion.  The  colonel  agreed  that  the 
diffolution  of  parliament  did  not 
abate  the  profecution.  Such  a  con- 
ceffion  would  put  it  in  the  power  of 
a  bad  monarch  to  impede  thecourfc 
of  juft  ice,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
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trial  of  any  great  date  culprit.  He 
mentioned  feveral  converfations 
which  he  had  held  with  Tippoo  bul- 
tan,  whofe  abilities  and  penetration 
no  man  could  difpute,  and  who  in¬ 
variably  fpoke  of  Mr.  Haftings  in 
the  warmed  terms  of  refpedt,  though 
he  defcribed  him  as  the  greateft 
enemy  he  had  in  the  world,  having 
by  his  exertions  in  the  Carnatic  en¬ 
tirely  dopped  the  progrefs  of  his 
(Tippoo’s)  arms.  He  reprefented 
the  countries  under  Mr.  Hadings’s 
government  as  in  the  mod  flonrifh- 
lug  date,  and. far  beyond  every  other 
part  of  India  in  population,  agricul¬ 
ture,  happmefs,  and  fecurity  ;  and 
added,  that  fir  John  Macpherfon 
and  lord  Cornwallis  had  exactly  fol¬ 
lowed  Mr.  Hadings’s  fydem,  under 
which  the  country  continued  in  a 
progrefiive  date  of  improvement. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  there  could 
not  be  two  more  didinct  queftions 
than  the  quedion  of  right  (to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  trial),  and  the  quef- 
tion  of  difcretion — or  whether,  the 
right  being  fird  refolved,  the  houfe 
were  willing  to  carry  it  into  effedl. 
The  fird  quedion  he  begged  might 
be  confideredas  having  no  connexion 
with  Mr.  Hadings,  his  merits,  or 
his  crimes ;  but  as  relating  to  the 
permanent  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution.  If  the  fpeaker  was  not 
now  to  leave  the  chair,  the  determi¬ 
nation  would  be  no  acquittal  of  Mr. 
Hadings  ;  but  fnould  the  quedion 
of  difcretion  be  negatived,  he  would 
be  acquitted  by  the  dropping  of  the 
impeachment,  after  they  had  allowed 
an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the 
reafons  for  proceeding  or  not. 

Lord  John  Rufiel  and  fir  W. 
Young  differed  entirely  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;  and 
the  latter  deprecated  above  all  things 
the  agitation  of  the  abdradt  quedion. 
of  right.'  Such  abdradt  declaratory 


refolutions  were,  he  far'd,  alw'ay^ 
dangerous  ;  and  in  the  prefent  in- 
dance  there  were  yet  other  objec¬ 
tions,  fuch  as  ought  to  induce  the 
houfe  to  paufe,  before  it  putitfelf  in 
ifTue  on  the  quedion.  He  alluded 
not  merely  to  the  lords’  houfe  ;  but 
as  it  was  a  matter  of  notorie  y^ 
that  the  legal  profefiion  was  gene¬ 
rally  of  opinion  that  impeachitrents 
did  abate  by  a  dilfolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  feared  to  putfh  the  lords  to 
a  refort  to  the  judges  :  as  a  friend  te> 
the  conditution,  he  feared  to  commit 
the  houfe  of  commons  with  the 
judges  on  a  quedion  of  law.  Mr. 
Burke’s  motion  was  however  carried, 
and  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee. 

The  main  quedion  was  then 
opened  by  Mr.  Burke  ;  but  amidft  an 
infinite  variety  of  allufion,  and  the 
moft  adtive  playfulnefs  of  fancy  in 
reply  to  the  opponents  of  the  im¬ 
peachment,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
the  great  objedt  of  this  publication 
to  confine  ourfelves  to  fuch  argu¬ 
ments  as  relate  immediately  to  the 
fubjedt.  He  allured  the  houfe  that 
he  was  not  going  to  move  an  ab* 
dradt  propofition,  for  he  never  loved 
abdradt  propofitions  in  his  life.  In 
the  committee,  which  he  confidered 
as  a  committee  of  privileges,  he 
meant  to  move  a  propofition  appli¬ 
cable  to  a  particular  cafe.  His  in¬ 
tention  was  not  to  move  any  thing 
that  implied  a  doubt,  but  a  plain  ab> 
fertion  of  their  privileges,  as  handed 
down  to  them  by  their  predccefiors, 
through  an  uninterrupted  fucceffioa 
of  five  hundred  years.'  In  all  the 
convulfions  of  our  government,  in  all 
the  incidental  changes  of  the  func¬ 
tions  and  powers  of  the* houfe  of 
commons,  this  alone  had  remained 
immutable  that  an  impeachment 
was  never  to  be  defeated  by  eollu-» 
lion  with  a  minifter,  or  by  the  power 
2  o£ 
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of  the  crown.  That  an  impeach¬ 
ment  abated  with  the  diffolution  of 
parliament,  was  neither  to  be  found 
on  the  journals  of  the  lords  nor 
commons,  nor  yet  on  the  minutes 
of  conferences  between  the  two 
houfes.  It  was  as  little  to  be  found 
in  any  book  of  authority,  or  in  any 
good  report  of  law  cafes.  Without 
any  attempt  at  unnecefTary  refine¬ 
ment  in  feparating  the  queftion  of 
right  and  of  expediency,  he  fhould 
therefore  take  for  his  model  the  vote 
for  the  impeachment  of  lord  Danby, 
after  a  diffolution  of  parliament,  and 
move  a  plain  practical  resolution, 

“  That  it  appears  that  an  im¬ 
peachment  by  this  houfe  in  the  name 
of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  affembled,  and  of  all  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  again!! 
Warren  Haliings,  Efq.  late  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  Bengal,  for  Sundry 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  is 
now  depending.” 

Mr.  Erfkine  rofe,  he  laid,  at  this 
early  ftage  of  the  difcufiion,  to  fug- 
gef!  the  propriety  of  deferring  the 
decifion,  and  appointing  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  Search  for  precedents  on 
the  fubjeCt.  It  was  the  invariable 
prahlice,  he  added,  of  both  houfes 
to  fearch  for  precedents,  on  all  Sub¬ 
jects  of  deliberation  where  the  reso¬ 
lutions  of  either  houfe  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  guide  or  influence  the  de¬ 
cifion.  He  was  farther  prompted  to 
this  meafure  by  the  language  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  moved  the 
refolution  ;  for  though  he  did  not 
detail  the  principles  or  precedents 
on  which  his  refolution  was  founded, 
yet  he  informed  the  houfe  that  he 
had  fought  its  foundation  in  every 
«xtant  record  and  hiflory.  Mr. 
Erfkine  intimated  that  he  had  exa¬ 
mined  fome  precedents  on  the  fub- 
je&,  which  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the  1 
houfe,  only  to  fhew  the  neceffity  of 
examining  for  themfelves,  as  they 
,  1791. 
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ought  not  to  take  them  merely  ou 
his  reprefentation,  and  as  they  could 
not  be  Sure  that  many  others  did  not 
remain  behind  unexamined. 

From  this  topic  he  adverted  to  a 
great  preliminary  queftion  : — By 
what  rule  or  upon  what  principles 
the  fubjeCt  was  to  be  inveftigated  ; 
or,  to  fpeak  more  plainly,  was  it  a 
queftion  of  privilege  to  be  decided 
by  expediency,  or  a  queftion  of  law 
to  be  decided  by  rule  ?  It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  pure  queftion  of  law. 
It  was  to  give  to  all  the  fubjeCts  of 
England,  under  the  fixed  ftandard 
of  law,  the  poflefiion  of  life,  pro¬ 
perty,  freedom,  and  reputation  ;  and 
God  forbid  that,  after  thefe  rights 
and  liberties  had  been  glorioufly 
fought  for  by  our  patriot  anceftors 
in  that  place,  they  Should  be  at  once 
Set  loofe  again  by  the  houfe,  in  the 
meridian  of  its  authorityvgiving  law 
to  a  court  of  juftice,  and  dictating 
the  ftate  of  its  own  profecution  to 
thofe  judges  appointed  by  the  con¬ 
stitution  to  decide  it.  The  refolu¬ 
tion  appeared  to  him  to  be  judicial ; 
and  the  commons  ought  rather  by 
the  weight  of  their  privileges  to 
uphold  the  courfe  of  law,  and  to 
Support  the  balance  of  the  ftate, 
than  to  exert  them  againft  the  one 
or  the  other. 

j  Confidering  the  queftion  in  this 
light,  that  is,  as  a  queftion  of  law, 
it  was  to  be  determined  by  the 
houfe  of  lords,  which,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
was  as  much  a  court  of  law  as  the 
king’s  bench.  By  the  magna  charta 
it  was  enaCted  that  no  man  fhould 
be  taken,  imprifoned,  deprived  of 
any  property  or  privilege,  but  by  the 
judgment  of  his  equals,  or  the  law  of 
the  land.  A  jury  of  equals  muft 
decide  in  all  cafes,  except  where  there 
were  exceptions  by  immemorial 
cuftom,  or  by  a  politive  ttatute ;  in 
other  words,  by  the  law  of  the  land. 
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The  trial  by  impeachment,  he  ad-  were  analogous  to  the  cafe,'  he  felt 
ded,  was  one  of  thofe  exceptions,  himielf  warranted  in  pronouncing 
and  its  only  foundation  mull  be  the  ■  that  they  went  decidedly  in  favour 
Englifn  law :  confequently  the  courfe  of  the  impeachment  remaining  in 
of  proceeding  under  it  could  never  Jlatu  quo .  He  produced  various  in- 
be  changed  by  a  refolutiop  of  the  fiances  of  writs  of  error  not  abating 
houfe  of  commons,  but  mull  be  prior  to  1673  ;  and  obferved,  that 
changed  alone  by  the  entire  legifia-  the  report  and  refolution  of  1678, 
lure  of  the  kingdom.  Confidering  refpecling  the  continuance  of  an  im- 
an  impeachment  as  a  legal  profecu-  peachment  after  a  diffolution,  were 
tion,  on  the  accufation  of  the  com-  grounded  on  the  report  of  the  lords 
anons.  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  101673.  He  added,  that  when  the 


could  it  be  any  longer  a  queflion,  by 
which  of  the  two  houfes  every  mat¬ 
ter  in  which  the  accufed  had  a  di- 
red  intereft  for  his  own  prefervation 
fhould  be  adjudged  ?  If  the  com¬ 
mons  therefore  fhould  have  realon 
to  think,  on  an  examination  of  the 
fubjed,  that,  confidently  with  a 
feries  of  former  judgments  of  the 
birds  in  fimilar  cafes,  a  perfon  im¬ 
peached  had  a  legal  right  to  be  dii- 
miffed  from  the  impeachment  by  a 
diffolution  of  parliament,  they  ought 
fludiouily  to  forbear,  by  an  exerede 
of  their  own  authority,  to  place  fuch 
a  perfon  in  a  worfe  fituaticn  than  he 
might  Hand  in  without  fuch  interfe¬ 
rence  *,  and  rather  repair  the  deled 
of  law  by  a  prospective  ftatut'e,  than 
deprive  an  individual  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  it  by  an  ex  pojl  fueio  refolu- 
,  lion. 

If  the  decifion  then  was  with  the 
lords,  where  were  the  rules  of  deci¬ 
sion  to  be  found  but  in  the  journals 
of  the  lords  ?  Having  thus  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  argument,  "and 
having  difeuffed  the  abatement  of 
writs  of  error  in  parliament  by  the 
common  law  before  1673,  Mr.  Er- 
jfkine  was  proceeding  to  date  the 
precedents  ;  when  being  fuddenly 
taken  ill,  he  was  obliged  to  con¬ 
clude. 

Mr,  Erfkifle  was  followed  by  the 
fpeaker,  who  remarked,  that  after 
having  examined  with  all  the  atten¬ 
tion  in  Iris  power  fuch  precedents'  as 


earl  of  Danby  applied  to  the  court 
of  king's  bench  to  be  bailed  after 
the  diffolution  of  parliament,  the 
court  recognized  the  do&rine,  that 
the  impeachment  did  not  fall  to  the 
ground  on  a  diffolution.  On  the 
precedent  of  1685,  by  which  this 
refolution,  as  far  as  regarded  im¬ 
peachments,  was  reverfed,  its  autho¬ 
rity  was  of  no  avail,  the  commons 
having  been  corruptly  chofen,  and  , 
the  principal  evidence  for  the  profe- 
cution,  Tit  us  Oates,  convicted  01  j 
perjury.  From  the  cafes  of  lords  I 
6  all  (bury  and  Peterborough  in  1690, 
it  was  underdood  to  be  the  law  of 
parliament,  that  impeachments  do 
not  abate  with  diffolution  ;  and  even 
the  cafe  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  in 
1717,  would  as  far  as  it  proceeded 
warrant  a  fimilar  refolution. 

Mr.  Hardinge  profeffed  himfelf 
an  earned  advocate  for  the  impeach¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Hadings  ;  and  regarded 
it  as  a  political  evil  much  to  be  de¬ 
precated,  if  a  king,  by  a  diffolution, 
can  terminate  this  inode  of  trial 
aimed  by  the  public  fpirit  of  the 
kingdom  at  a  favourite  minider. 
Yet  he  would  embrace  the  calamity 
in  both  thefe  views,  before  he  would 
buy  them  off  at  the  expence  of  thofe 
rights  and  liberties  which  he  could 
never  feparate  from  a  government 
by  law.  When  the  parliament  was 
at  an  end,  he  contended,  that  all 
their  controul  was  equally  at  an  end. 
If  the  commons  imprifoued  for  con* 

,  tempt. 
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tempt,  the  door  of  the  prifon  was 
opened  when  thofe,wbo  imprifoned 
were  no  more.  If  the  commons 
framed  a  bill,  and  their  meffenger 
was  carrying  it  up  to  the  lords  when 
the  king  diffolved  the  parliament, 
no  future  houfe  could  proceed  upon 
that  flage  of  the  bill.  If  fuch  a 
bill  was  in  the  nature  of  a  public 
charge  againft  a  culprit  of  ftate,  as 
an  attainder,  or  a  bill  of  penalty,  the 
fame  rule  attached  upon  it.  Even 
in  the  prefent  cafe  he  would  a  He  if 
any  lawyer  would  affert  that  Mr. 
Haflings  and  his  bail  could,  upon 
impeachment  for  high  crimes  and 
mifdemeanors,  be  touched  between 
parliament  and  parliament  by  an  or¬ 
der  from  the  houfe  of  lords. 

Upon  the  topic  of  precedents,  the 
firfl  fadl  that  (truck  him  was,  that 
from  the  time  that  impeachments 
began,  down  to  1678,  not  one  in- 
flanee  was  to  be  found  of  an  im¬ 
peachment  continued  by  the  next 
parliament  ;  and  inllances  occur 
within  the  reigns  of  Charles  I.  and 
II.  where  impeachments  in  fadt,  if 
not  in  law,  were  at  an  end  when 
the  parliament  was  diffolved  before 
judgment.  Of  thefe  cafes  he  would 
mention  two  ;  one  was  of  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  in  the  2d  year  of 
Charles  I.  when  the  king  evidently 
diffolved  the  parliament  on  purpofe 
to  fereen  his  favourite.  In  1665 
another  in  fiance  occurred  of  Drake 
impeached  for  a  libel  ;  when  the 
lords  dire  died,  that  in  cafe  of  a  dif- 
folntion  he  fhould  be  profecuted  in 
the  king’s  bench  by  the  attorney 
general. — Mr.  Hardinge  proceeded 
to  remark  on  the  celebrated  cafe  of 
the  earl  of  Danby  in  1678,  and  on 
feveral  other  fucceedinpr  cafes  :  from 

. .  O  ' 

all  which  he  expreffed  a  very  ferious 
doubt,  whether  impeachments  could 
be  taken  up  in  JIalu  quo  by  a  new 
parliament. 

Mr.  Anftruther  pretefted  againfl 
fearchjng  for  precedents  relative  to 
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the  privileges  of  the  commons  in  the 
journals  of  the  lords.  He  faid  the 
houfe  had  proceeded  in  this  impeach¬ 
ment  from  feffion  to  fellion,  from 
prorogation  to  prorogation  ;  and  in 
principle  and  in  law  there  was  no 
diffe  rence  between  diffolution  and 
prorogation,  between  a  new  lefiion 
and  a  new  parliament.  He  denied 
the  analogy  between  bills  of  at¬ 
tainder  and  impeachments,  fmee 
bills  of  attainder,  like  all  other  le- 
giflative  proceedings,  ended  in  a  fef- 
lion,  and  were  deflroyed  equally  by 
a  prorogation  as  by  a  diffolution.  He 
quoted  the  authority  of  lord  Notting¬ 
ham,  as  decifive  that  impeachments 
do  not  abate  by  diffolution  ;  and 
feveral  cafes  which  favoured  the  opi¬ 
nion  that  fuch  was  the  dodtrine  of 
the  courts  of  law.  The  fame  per- 
fon,  he  added,  who  had  been  im¬ 
peached  as  earl  of  Danby,  was  in. 
1695  impeached  as  duke  of  Leeds. 
He  lay  under  this  impeachment  for 
five  years,  and  through  feveral  par¬ 
liaments.  After  five  years  and  three 
diffolutions,  the  lords  took  up  his 
cafe  ;  but  they  did  not  declare  that 
it  had  long  been  at  an  end,  but 
adted  upon  it  as  a  pending  prqceed- 
ing,  and  difmiffed  it — “  the  com¬ 
mons  not  profecuting.”  This  argu* 
mentMLAnftrutherfurthcr  (Length¬ 
ened  by  the  opinions  of  lord  Holt 
and  judge  Fofter ;  and  brought 
fome  inflances  to  prove  that  writs  o£ 
error  did  not  regularly  abate  by  dif¬ 
folution  previous  to  167^. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
queltion  was  adjourned  to  the  2  2d  ; 
and  the  debate  was  refumed  by  Mr. 
Erfkine,  who  obferved,  that  the  turn 
which  the  difeuflion  had  taken, 
(Lengthened  his  argument  for  the 
neceffity  of  fearching  precedents, 
not  only  volumes  of  precedents  had 
been  reforled  to,  but  even  common 
law-judgments  adduced  as  the  cri- 
terions  by  which  the  quefiion  was  to 
be  determined.  The  fpcaker  had 
E  2  admitted 
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admitted  that  no  precedent  was  to  be 
found  previous  to  1678  of  an  im¬ 
peachment  furviving  a  diffolution. 
With  refpeft  to  the  order  of  that 
year,  it  was  eftablifhed  on  no  ante¬ 
cedent  cuitom  of  parliament,  but 
grounded  entirely  on  a  refolution  of 
1673,  which  regarded  only  writs  of 
error.  He  next  proceeded  to  no¬ 
tice  the  barbarous  ufe  which  was 
made  of  that  order  in  the  trial  and 
execution  of  vifcount  Stafford,  Lord 
Nottingham,  whofe  authority  had 
been  quoted  on  this  occafion-,  was 
fpeaker  at  that  trial,  and  kindly 
confented  that  lord  Stafford  fhould 
have  counfel,  provided  they  did  not 
Hand  near  enough  to  prompt  him  ;  fo 
that  the  aged  and  infirm  prifoner 
was  refufed  the  right  of  arguing, 
whether  his  impeachment  had  not 
abated.  This  order  however  of 
1678  was  completely  annihilated 
by  the  fubfequent  order  of  1685, 
the  words  of  which  were — <c  Re- 
folved,  that  the  order  of  the  19th 
of  March  1678  fhall  be  reverf- 
ed,  and  annulled  as  to  impeach¬ 
ments.' ”  The  queflion  therefore 
was  now,  whether  this  order  of 
2685  was  fi  ill  in  force  ?  And  the  faft 
was,  that  it  hood  on  the  lords’ jour¬ 
nals  from  the  time  it  puffed,  and  no 
impeachment  had  continued  from 
parliament  to  parliament. 

The  next  precedent  was  of  the 
lords  Salifbury  and  Peterborough  in 
1689.  Parliament  was  diffolved  in 
1690  ;  and  thefe  lords  petitioned  to 
be  difcharged,  alleging  the  diffo- 
lution  and  a  free  and  general  pardon. 
The  operation  of  the  pardon  was 
referred  to  the  judges,  and  was  de¬ 
termined  in  the  negative  ;  but  they 
were  difcharged  wholly  on  the  fearcli 
for  precedents,  and  on  the  order  of 
1 685.  About  the  fame  time  fir 
Adam  Blair,  Mole,  Gray  and  Elliot 
were  liberated  precifely  on  the  fame 
principle. 

The  duke  of  Leeds’s  cafe  alfo  in 
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1701,  which  had  been  adduce  £ 
againit  him,  made  direftly  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  ;  fince  the  refolution  ran,  **  that 
in  the  former  parliament  the  duke  of 
Leeds  had  been  impeached,  See.  ; 
but  the  commons  not  profecuting 
he  was  difcharged.” — The  words  not 
profecuting ,  he  argued,  muff  apply  to 
the  former  parliament ;  for  if  the  im¬ 
peachment  had  continued  to  the  new 
one,  a  new  meffage  mult  have  been 
fent  to  the  commons,  before  the  ar¬ 
ticles  could  be  difmiffed  for  want  of 
profecution.  He  then  noticed  the 
cafes  of  lords  Somers,  Oxford,  and 
Halifax,  where  the  entries  were  fi~ 
milar  to  that  concerning  the  duke  of. 
Leeds.. 

But  the  precedent  of  the  earl  of 
Oxford  in  1717,  Mr*  Erfkine  faid, 
eftablifhed  beyond  all  queltion  his 
pofition.  It  was  abfurd  to  believe 
that  lord  Oxford  could  be  advifed 
to  build  a  petition  to  be  difcharged 
on  a  prorogation  only,  if  even  a 
diffolution  had  been  taken  to  be  in-  ( 
effeftual.  He  next  adverted  to  the 
cafes  of  common  law.  The  cafe  on 
which  lord  Holt’s  opinion  was  given 
'Cvas  that  of  lord  Salifbury,  who 
was  told  by  the  king’s  bench,  “  that 
being  impeached  for  high  treafon, 
his  cafe  was  not  within  the  habeas 
corpus  aft.” 

Mr.  Pitt  afferted,  that  cafes  might 
be  found  in  the  early  pages  of  our 
hiftory,  where  impeachments  did 
not  abate  with  a  diffolution  of  par¬ 
liament.  He  would  only  mention 
the  cafe  of  the  duke  of  Suffolk  in  i 
the  reign  of  Plenry  VI.  which  in-- 
difputably  proved  that  impeach¬ 
ments  continued  from  one  parlia¬ 
ment  to  another.,  The  refolution 
of  1673,  lie  contended,  did  virtually 
include  impeachments for  the 
report  of  the  committee  exprefsly 
dated,  “  that  writs  of  error,  peti¬ 
tions  of  appeal,  and  other  bufnejfes  of 
a  judicial  nature ,  ought  not  to  be 
narrowed  in  their  difeuffion,  but 
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'fcxtend  from  parliament  to  parlia¬ 
ment.  In  the  order  of  1678,  im¬ 
peachments  are  exprefsly  mentioned 
in  common  with  writs  of  error,  &c. 
He  afferted  that  the  reverfal  of  this 
order  in  1685  was  done  in  fufpicious 
times  ;  and  that  lords  Salifbury  and 
Peterborough  were  liberated  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  general  pardon  ;  and 
fir  Adam  Blair,  &c,  through  a  fai¬ 
lure  of  the  profecution  ;  and  the 
fame  conclufion  was  deducible  from 
the  cafe  of  lord  Danby,  &c. 

The  mailer  of  the  rolls  obferved, 
that  the  cafe  of  the  duke  of  Suffolk, 
as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pitt,  was  not  at 
all  applicable.  The  noble  duke  had 
been  banifhed,  and  his  enemies  not 
confidering  that  as  a  fufficient  pu- 
nifhment,  moved  an  impeachment ; 
but  it  was  not  true  that  a  trial  had 
begun  in  one  parliament,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  next ;  nor  till  1678  had 
it  entered  into  the  mind  of  man,  that 
a  diffolution  did  not  put  an  end  to 
every  parliamentary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Pybus,  and  Mr. 
Adam,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  impeachment,  and  the 
attorney-general  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Watfon  in  favour  of  the  abatement : 
but  as  the  arguments  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  chiefly  in  reply,  they 
contained  little  relative  to  the  main 
point  that  has  not  been  anticipated. 
The  debate  was  adjourned  to  the 
23d,  when  Mr.  Burke  rofe  in  reply 
to  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  law  who 
had  oppofed  his  favourite  objeCt. 
He  acknowledged  the  refpeCt  which 
was  due  to  precedents;  but  to  render 
them  of  full  authority  in  law,  heaffert- 
ed  that  they  ought  to  be — ill,  nu¬ 
merous,  and  not  fcattered  here  and 
there — 2d,  concurrent,  and  not  con¬ 
tradictory — 3d,  made  in  good  con- 
ftitutional  times — 4th,  not  to  ferve 
an  occafion — 5  th,  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  general  tenor  of  legal  principles, 
which  over-rule  precedents  and  arc 
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not  to  be  over-ruled  by  them.  He 
was  concerned  to  find  his  expecta¬ 
tions  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  law 
difappointed.  Not  one  ray  of  legal 
light  had  been  thrown  upon  the 
queftion  from  that  quarter.  The 
reafon  he  deduced  from  the  con- 
feflion  of  an  honourable  gentleman 
who  fat  near  him,  that  he  did  not 
feel  himfelf  fo  much  at  home.  They 
were  only  fsjourners  at  that  houfe  ; 
they  only  perched  in  their  flight  to 
a  higher  region.  They  exercifed 
themfelves  there  in  light  fkirmifhes 
with  the  rights  of  the  commons, 
with  which  in  the  other  houfe  they 
meant  to  carry  on  a  war.  He  ridi¬ 
culed  the  precedent  of  fir  Adam 
Blair,  as  totally  inapplicable.  Among 
other  arguments  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  law,  one  of  them  had  com¬ 
plained  of  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  im¬ 
peachment.  What  rendered  the 
complaint  fingular  was,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  an 
eminent  practitioner,  and  was  now  a 
judge  in  the  court  of  chancery .  In 
the  fame  drain,  written  evidence  had 
been  objected  to,  while  it  was  well 
known  that  no  other  evidence  was 
admitted  in  the  court  of  chancery. 
The  proportion  which  all  thefe  ob¬ 
jections  tended  to  eftablifh,  was,  that 
impeachments  terminate  with  the 
diffolution  of  parliament,  and  confe- 
quently  at  the  will  of  the  crown. 
Bi;t  the  law  of  parliament,  he  con¬ 
tended,  knew  of  no  fuch  fhameful 
and  monftrous  defeCt,  as  that  by 
which  a  date  criminal  might  free 
himfelf,  by  his  own  aCt,  and  at  his 
own  pleafure,  from  the  purfuit  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Powell  recommended  the  eda- 
blifhing  the  continuance  of  impeach¬ 
ment  by  a  fpecial  aCt  of  parliament, 
founded  upon  the  particular  cafe. 

Colonel  Simcoe,  Mr.  T.  Grant, 
Mr.  Mitford,  and  fir  John  Scott, 
argued  for  the  abatement ;  and  Mr. 
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Dun  das  and  firCharles  Gould  againfl 
it.  Mr.  Fox  took  a  moft  able  and 
comprehenfive  review  of  the  argu¬ 
ments;  but  as  his  fpeech  confided 
chiefly  of  recapitulation  and  illuf- 
tration,  it  appears  fcarcely  neceflary 
to  prefent  our  readers  with  any  ab- 
ftradl  of  it.  On  the  committee  di¬ 
viding,  the  numbers  were,  for  Mr. 
Frfleine’s  motion  to  fearch  for  pre¬ 
cedents,  Ayes  30,  Noes  1 43.  Mr. 
Burke’s  original  motion  was  then 
put,  and  carried  without  a  diviflon, 

Thisdecifion  concerning  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  impeachments  was  fol¬ 
lowed,  immediately  after  the  recefs, 
..  ^  notice  from  Mr.  Burke,  that 
he  would  on  the  14th  of  February 
make  a  motion  relative  to  the  im¬ 
peachment  of  Mr.  Haflings. 

On  the  appointed  day  Mr.  Burke 
introduced  his  motion,  by  congra¬ 
tulating  the  houfe  on  the  decifion 
of  the  23d  of  December,  and  {hew¬ 
ing  that  it  was  their  duty  to  proceed 
in  the  profecution.  He  proved  that 
the  length  of  a  trial  ought  to  be  no 
bar  to  its  proceeding ;  becaufe, 
fhould  finch  a  principle  be  admitted, 
by  artfully  protracting  a  trial,  a  door 
would  be  opened  to  any  criminal  to 
efcape.  He  agreed  that  a  trial  of 
three  years  was  a  hardfhip  upon  an 
individual,  but  it  was  upon  an  indi¬ 
vidual  largely  falaried  to  bear  the 
yefponflbility  annexed  to  a  high  fl- 
tuation.  Even  this  hardfhip  might 
be  falutary,  as  it  might  teach  per- 
fons  in  office  to  fhun  not  only  guilt, 
but  fufpicion.  The  complaint,  he 
©bferved,  had  chiefly  proceeded  from 
the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  who  mea- 
fured  by  the  flandard  of  the  compa¬ 
ratively  meaner  trar  factions  in  which 
they  were  immediately  converfant. 
The  rabbit,  which  breeds  fix  times 
a  year,  is  unable  to  comprehend  the 
time  of  geftation  proper  for  the  ele¬ 
phant.  An  aft  ion  quare  claufum 
fugity,  cr  de par co /ratio,  furnifhed  no 


flandard  for  a  trial  for  breaking 
down  the  fences  of  general  property, 
and  defolating  whole  provinces.  He 
complained  that  the  length  of  the 
trial  had  been  increafed  by  ob- 
ftrudh’ons  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
managers  by  their  opponents,  among 
the  chief  of  which  might  be  num¬ 
bered  the  prevalence  of  the  Indian 
intereft.  Indian  influence  now  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  Needles  to  Johnny 
Grott’s  houfe :  it  was  to  be  found 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  itfelf. 
Well  it  might  feem  for  the  people 
of  India,  that  they  had  fo  many  to 
plead  their  caufe  ;  but  it  was  to  be 
doubted,  whether  gentlemen  that 
bad  made  their  fortunes  in  India 
were  proper  reprefentatives  of  that 
people  :  they  were,  in  his  opinion, 
the  antichrift  of  reprefentation.  It 
was  to  be  feared  they  were  the  re¬ 
prefentatives  of  tyranny  and  op- 
preflion,  and  would  naturally  wifli 
to  fupprefs  ail  enquiry  which  would 
ftrike  at  their  own  opulence  and 
greatnefs.  Mr.  Haflings’  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  with  all  the  arbitrary 
authority  he  had  exercifed,  he  found 
it  impoflible  to  corredl  certain  cor¬ 
ruptions,  becaufe  the  fons  of  great 
families  came  to  the  country,  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  acquiring  im- 
menfe  premature  fortunes. 

But  the  greateft  obftrudlion  of  all 
proceeded  frqm  the  body  of  the  law, 
and  the  efprit  ds  carps  by  which  that 
body  was  actuated.  Hence  arofe 
their  enmity  to  impeachments,  by 
which  they,  who  on  every  occafion 
called  others  to  account,  were 
themfelves  rendered  liable  to  a  fimi- 
lar  refponfibility.  In  their  evidence, 
in  the  forms  of  the  tribunal,  and  in 
every  ilep  of  their  progrefs,  the  law¬ 
yers  had  endeavoured  to  throw  em* 
barraffments  in  their  way. 

As  however  the  length  of  the  im¬ 
peachment  had  been  made  an  ob- 

jedJion3  though  he  fcflemnly  pro- 
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tailed  that  the  committee  cduld 
prove  the  whole  of  the  articles,  yet 
the  objed:  of  theprefent  motion  was 
a  limitation  of  the  impeachment. 
In  the  fixed  and  unalterable  courfe 
of  human  affairs,  it  has  pleafed  God 
to  decree  that  injuftice  fliould  be 
rapid,  and  juftice  flow  :  he  therefore 
concluded  with  moving,  “  that,  in 
confideration  of  the  length  of  time 
which  has  already  elapfed  fince  car- 
rying  up  the  impeachment  now  de¬ 
pending  againft  Warren  Haflings, 
Efq.  it  appears  to  this  houfe  to  be 
proper,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
fuidtantial  juftice  with  as  little 
delay  as  pofftble,  to  proceed  to  no 
other  parts  of  the  faid  impeachment 
than  thofe  on  which' the  managers 
have  already  clofed  their  evidence, 
excepting  only  fuch  parts  as  relate 
to  contrails,  penlions,  and  allow¬ 
ances.” 

Mr.  Erfkine  fmcerely  commife- 
rated  the  condition  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
which  he  faid  was  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  even  parliamentary 
juftice.  Yet  as  the  houfe  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  continuance  of  the 
profecution,  he  fhould,  without 
meaning  any  difrcfpeil  to  the  houfe, 
decline  taking  any  fhare  in  the  de- 
cifion,  till  he  faw  by  the  judgment 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  that  the  pro¬ 
fecution  ft  ill  had  exiftence. 

Mr.  Baftard  faid  that  Mr.  Haf¬ 
tings  was  impeached  for  a  breach  of^ 
treaty,  and  that  lord  Cornwallis  and 
general  Meadows  had  precifely  done 
the  fame,  in  feizing  the  country  of 
the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  if  therefore 
certain  papers  relative  to  that  trani- 
adion  were  before  the  houfe,  he  was 
perfuaded  the  impeachment  would 
not  be  proceeded  in. 

In  reply  to  this  obfervation  of  Mr. 
Ballard’s,  Mr.  Fox  afferted,  that  if 
lord  Cornwallis  and  general  Mea¬ 
dows  had  violated  the  line  of  cou- 
dud  laid  down  for  them,  it  was 


the  ftrongeft  poftlble  reafon  t« 
perfevere  in  the  depending  impeach¬ 
ment. 

In  a  longand  able  fpeecb  Mr.  Wig- 
ley  contended  againft  the  impeach¬ 
ment  in  general.  He  faid,' that  before 
this  houfe  of  commons  took  up  an 
impeachment  voted  by  the  la  ft 
houfe,  they  fliould  examine  the 
grounds  and  evidence  on  which  the 
impeachment  had  been  voted ;  and 
on  the  evidence  he  could  find,  he 
could  not  make  up  his  mind  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  The  only  evidence  regularly 
before  the  houfe  were  the  articles 
and  charges  on  the  journals,  and  the 
anfwers  of  Mr.  Haftings.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  faid  that  he  might  re¬ 
fort  to  the  minutes  of  the  evidence 
before  the  houfe  of  lords.  Gentle¬ 
men  would  however  recollect,  that 
the  evidence  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  lords  only. 
It  might  again  be  faid,  that  he  might 
have  heard  the  evidence  at  the  trial. 
Fie  was  not  in  the  former  parliament 
till  near  the  clofe  of  it  ;  but  he  had 
frequently  attended,  and  had  heard 
no  evidence  to  convid  Mr.  Haftings, 
Evidence  irrelevant  to  the  articles  he 
often  heard  offered  ;  and  when  it 
was  rejected,  he  heard  the  managers 
complain  of  the  hardfhip  of  their 
fituation,  and  aftert,  that  if  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  was  not  received,  they  could 
not  proceed,  for  they  had  no  other 
to  offer.  He  might  perhaps  be  di¬ 
re  died  to  the  evidence  given  at  that 
bar.  It  was  not  reported  in  the 
journals,  but  was  in  a  book  publifhed 
without  authority,  and  containing 
nothing  but  hearfay  evidence,  or 
what  was  worfe,  the  evidence  of 
thofe  who  were  adnated  by  private 
malice  and  refentment  againft  Mr. 
Haftings,.  and  who  wreaked  their 
vengeance  on  him  under  the  made  of 
public  juftice.  Thofe  who  had  at¬ 
tended  the  trial  would  alfo  recoiled: 
how  little  of  the  evidence  given 
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the  bar,  where  no  oath  was  required, 
had  been  confirmed  on  oath  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  The 
charge  againft  Mr.  Haftings  ac- 
cufed  him  of  cruelty,  oppreffion,  &c. 
by  which  the  country  was  ruined 
and  depopulated  :  but  the  journals 
of  the  houfe  denied  the  fad,  and 
ftated  the  country  to  be  flourifhing. 
Not  a  fingle  complaint  from  that 
country  had  reached  the  houfe  :  on 
the  contrary,  reprefentations  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Haftings  had  been  lent 
from  every  pari  of  India  under  his 
government ;  and  thefe  might  be 
termed  addreffe^  or  petitions  to  the 
houfe  in  his  favour,  and  he  had  a 
right  to  appeal  to  them. 

With  refped  to  the  length  of  the 
trial — had  it  been  neceffarily  long, 
and  not  unneceffarily  delayed,  the 
length,  Mr.  Wigley  faid ,  would  be  of 
no  weight  in  his  mind  to  put  an  end 
to  it.  Xf  the  charges  againft  Mr. 
Haftings  required  a  long  trial,  it 
muft  be  fubmitted  to  :  but  this  had 
been  unneceffarily  protracted.  The 
right  hon.  mover  had  faid,  that  in 
former  impeachments  each  article 
had  contained  a  fingle  charge  ;  but 
in  this  each  article  was  fufficient  for 
an  impeachment,  for  each  contained 
feveral  diftind  accufations.  On  this 
very  ground  Mr.  Wigley  objected  to 
them.  It  was  an  unfair  way  of 
bringing  them  before  the  houfe. ,  If 
an  article  contained  a  fingle  fad,  a 
majority  of  the  houfe  muft  believe 
the  evidence  brought  to  prove  it,  or 
it  would  be  rejeded :  but  if  there 
were  one  hundred  members  prefect, 
and  an  article  containing  one  hun¬ 
dred  fads  ftiould  be  prefented,  if 
each  believed  but  one  fingle  fad,  and 
thought  Mr.  Haftings  ought  to  be 
impeached  on  that  feparately,  the 
impeachment  would  be  voted  unani- 
moufly;  when,  if  each  fad  was  voted 
feparately,  there  would  be  a  majo¬ 


rity  of  ninety-nine  to  one  againft 
the  impeachment. 

Mr.  Wigley  concluded  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  when  the  firft  abilities  in 
the  kingdom  had  been  employed 
ten  years  to  find  out  the  crimes  of 
Mr.  Haftings  without  effed  ;  when 
fo  much  time  had  been  fpent  on  the 
trial,  and  fo  little  had  been  done  ; 
when  he  found  fo  much  in  Mr. 
Haftings’s  condud  to  praife,  and  fo 
very  little,  if  any  thing,  to  difap- 
prove — he  could  not  vote  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  Wigley  had  no  fooner  con¬ 
cluded  than  Mr.  Ryder  rofe  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  fubmitting  to  the 
houfe  an  amendment,  the  objed  of 
which  was  ftill  more  to  fhorten  the 
proceedings.  He  faid  that  it  wa9 
five  years  fince  the  firft  charge  had 
been  brought  forward  againft  Mr. 
Haftings,  and  three  fince  the  trial 
commenced.  The  objed  was  to 
prove  to  opulent  guilt  and  fucceff- 
ful  oppreffion,  that  no  power  would 
be  able  to  evade  the  punifhment  due 
to  fueh  crimes.  Three  of  the 
charges  were  now  gone  through, 
and  thefe  three  were  ftated  to  con¬ 
tain  fifty  fads  :  furely  then  fufficient 
progrefs  had  been  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  example  j  and  the  having 
been  on  his  trial  for  three  years  was 

4 

of  itfelf  a  very  fevere  punifhment. 
He  recommended  therefore  to  ftop 
where  they  were,  and  to  call  for  im¬ 
mediate  judgment ;  and  moved,  that 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  motion  the 
exception  be  left  out. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ryder 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Dundas  and 
others,  chiefly  on  the  ground,  that 
the  managers  were  the  only  proper 
judges  of  what  was  neceffary  to  fub- 
ftantiate  the  main  objed  of  the  im¬ 
peachment.  Colonel  Phipps  faid  he 
had  originally  voted  for  the  im  • 
peachment,  and  expreffed  his  fatif- 
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fa&ion  that  the  houfe  had  afferted 
its  rights  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  abate¬ 
ment,  but  deprecated  the  proceed¬ 
ing  any  further  in  the  profecution 
than  merely  to  call  for  judgment. 

Mr.  Pitt  contended  that  the  houfe 
ought  to  proceed  to  the  charge  re- 
fpe&ing  contra&s,  &c.  becaufe  the 
evidence  on  that  charge  might  be 
intimately  connedled  with  the  for¬ 
mer  articles,  and  that  it  might  in¬ 
validate  the  plea  of  date  neceffity 
on  which  Mr.  Hadings  relied  his 
defence  on  the  charge  of  oppreffion, 
by  (hewing  that  the  treafures  of  the 
company  were  profufely  lavilhed. 
Mr.Stanley,  on  the  other  hand,  com¬ 
plained  that  the  original  motion  was 
too  complex  ;  and  wifhed  to  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  on  the  plain 
quedion  of  the  expediency  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  at  all  in  the  trial.  Mr. 
Stanley’s  obfervations  produced  a 
motion  from  Mr.  Jekyl,  to  infert 
after  the  words  Warren  Haflings, 
“  that  thefe  proceedings  be  conti¬ 
nued  no  longer  and  Mr.  Ryder’s 
motion  was  for  the  prefent  with¬ 
drawn  to  make  room  for  the  other. 

Major  Scott  complained  that  he 
rofe  under  confiderable  embarraff- 
ment,  as-he  had  conceived  the  quef¬ 
tion  this  day  would  limply  regard 
the  expediency  of  proceeding  or 
not.  He  complained  of  the  unfair 
manner  in  which  the  articles  had 
been  brought  forward,  particularly 
that  of  Benares.  Mr.  Burke  had 
faid  that  infamy  mull  rell  fome- 
where — if  the  charges  were  true, 
upon  Mr.  Haflings  ;  if  falfe,  elfe- 
where.  With  regard  to  many,  and 
all  that  were  material  of  the  articles, 
the  major  affirmed  they  were  falfe, 
notoripully  and  palpably  falfe.  If 
the  charges  were  true,  it  mud  be 
allowed  that  Mr.  Dundas  had  for 
four  years  fucceffively  prefented  falfe 
accounts  to  the  houfe,  as  it  appeared 
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evidently  from  them  that,  contrary 
to  the  aflertion  of  the  charges,  the 
country  was  in  a  mod  flouridiing 
fituation,  owing  to  the  fydem  efta- 
bliffied  by  Mr.  Hadings  ;  and  that 
this  fact  had  alfo  been  confirmed  by 
the  tedimony  of  Mr.  Shore,  and 
other  refpe&able  evidences.  Thefe 
contradictions  the  houfe  could  never 
have  been  induced  to  countenance, 
but  for  the  notorious  abfurdity  of 
palling  thirteen  of  twenty  articles, 
without  having  read  a  line  of  them. 
One  of  the  charges  againd  Mr. 
Hadings  was,  the  wanton  wade  of 
the  public  money  for  private  pur- 
pofes  :  whereas  if  the  prefent  peace 
edablilhment  of  Bengal,  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  controul, 
be  compared  with  that  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  under  impeachment,  it  wouldf 
be  found  to  exceed  Mr.  Haftings’s 
expenditure  in  the  enormous  fum  of 
one  million  derling  per  annum.  Even 
the  prefent  bullock  contract  was  1 5 
per  cent,  higher  than  that  of  Mr. 
Hadings,  which  had  been  fo  much, 
reprobated.  Mr,  Lulhington,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  India  company,  con¬ 
firmed  all  that  the  major  had  ad¬ 
vanced  concerning  the  fiourilhing 
date  of  Bengal  ;  but  on  dividing, 
the  numbers  appeared — For  Mr. 
Jekyl’s  amendment,  Ayes  26,  Noes 
231  ;  and  on  Mr.  Ryder’s  amend¬ 
ment,  Ayes  79,  Noes  161.  The 
original  quedion  was  then  put  and 
carried,  alfo  another  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  managers. 

In  order  to  give  a  connedled  view 
of  all  that  palfed  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  relative  to  the  impeach¬ 
ment,  we  fhall  tranfgrefs  a  little  the 
chronological  order  of  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedings,  and  carry  our 
readers  forward  at  once  to  a  motion 
which  was  made  on  the  27th  of 
May,  by  Mr.  Loveden,  on  this  fub- 
jedl. 


The 


BRITISH  AND* 


*54 

The  lion,  member  prefaced  his 
motion  by  remarking  the  unprece¬ 
dented  liardfthp  refulting  to  Mr. 
Mailings,  from  the  trial  being  con¬ 
tinued  from  parliament  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  from  prorogation  to  pro¬ 
rogation. — “  Ntiili  deferemus  judi¬ 
cium,”  was  one  of  the  facred  max¬ 
ims  of  magna  charta  ;  and  in  this 
in  dance  the  public  would  gain  very 
little  by  the  decifion,  that  impeach¬ 
ments  did  not  abate  upon  di Ablu¬ 
tion,  if  the  trial  was  to  continue 
for  another  fefiion  ;  as  Mr.  Mailings 
would  then  have  a  right  to  fay  that 
the  principles  of  the  con  dilution 
were  broken  to  opprefs  and  injure 
him.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Loveden 
was  in  fubilance,  u  That  his  ma¬ 
jesty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
continue  the  feilion  until  the  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  part  of  the  profecution 
has  been  clofed,  and  Mr.  Hail  mgs’ s 
defence  heard,  and  judgment  finally 
given.” 

Mr.  Dundas  oppofed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  its  effed  would 
he  to  abrogate  the  king’s  prerogative, 
an  eft  o  delegate  it  to  the  managers  of 
the  profecution.  He  added,  that  it 
fnch  were  to  be  the  decifion,  inilead 
of  the  caufe  being  tried  by  the  peers 
in  general,  there  would  be  very  few 
who  would  confent  to  ilay  in  town 
to  wait  the  ifiue  of  the  trial  The 
prefence  of  the  judges  alfo  he  con- 
iidered  as  efiential  to  the  trial,  and 
yet  it  was  abfolutely  necefiary  that 
the  adminifiration  of  jufiice  in  the 
country  ihould  not  be  negleded,  or 
the  judges  prevented  proceeding  on 
the  circuits. 

Major  Scott  infilled  that  every 
principle,  not  only  of  magna  charta, 
but  of  the  whole  cordlitution,  was 
violated  by  this  trial.  As  to  its  un¬ 
precedented  length,  he  affirmed  the 
principal  caufe  was  the  nature  of  the 
firticks  themfelves;  which  were  fuch 


a9  never  had  been  before  prefetitecb 
He  faid  it  was  an  ad  of  the  molt 
grievous  oppreffion  to  Mr.  Haftings, 
and  of  the  grofieft  injuftice  to  the 
country,  that  the  expences  amounted 
already  to  45,000b 

Mr.  Burke,  as  well  as  Mr.  Fox, 
declared  that,  the  conftitution  or  the 
conilitutional  prerogative  of  the 
crown  could  not  poffibly  be  violated 
by  the  honfe  of  commons  interpof- 
ing  its  advice  upon  great  or  import¬ 
ant  occafions  ;  and  the  latter  pro- 
pofed  an  amendment  to  the  motion, 
by  requefting  his  majefly  u  not  to 
prorogue  the  parliament  before  fucE 
further  progrefs  was  made  in  the 
trial,  as  fiiould  '  afford  feafonable 
grounds  of  expectation  that  it  might 
be  brought  to  a  conclufion  early  in 
the  next  fefiion.”  For  this  amend¬ 
ment  the  numbers  were  61,  againil 
it  144.  The  original  motion  was 
then  negatived  without  a  divilion. 

Though  the  houfe  of  commons 
had  fo  fpeedily  determined  the  ques¬ 
tion  relative  to  the  abatement  of  im-  , 
peachments  by  a  difiolution  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  lords  were  lefs  precipi¬ 
tate  in  their  proceedings.  In  fad 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
fearch  for  precedents,  and  to  frame 
a  report  upon  the  fubjed,  delayed 
the  confideration  of  the  impeach¬ 
ment  almoil  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
fefiion. 

On  the  1 6th  of  May  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  was  drawn  to  this  ob- 
jed  by  a  motion  of  lord  Portcheiler, 
u  That  a  meflage  be  fent  to  the 
commons,  to  inform  them,  that  they 
(the  lords)  were  ready  to  proceed 
on  the  trial  of  Warren  Railings, 
Eiq.” 

The  lord  chancellor  avowed  that 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fubjed, 
except  what  he  derived  from  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  that  report  was  fairly  and  hif- 
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torically  extra&ed,  it  would  amount, 
he  faid,  almoft  to  demonftration  that 
there  never  had  been  fuch  a  proceed¬ 
ing  as  the  continuance  of  an  im¬ 
peachment  after  a  diffolution.  The 
report  however  was  very  defective, 
and  particularly  with  regard  to  writs 
of  error.  His  lordfhip  concluded 
with  recommendingto  refer  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  a  committee,  and  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  come  to  certain  refo- 
lotions. 

Lord  Abipgdon  remarked  the 
fingularity  of  circumftances,  by 
which  he  favv  at  this*  time  a  man 
who  by  his  enterprife  and  exertions 
had  preferred  a  great  country  to  the 
Britifh  empire,  and  who  had  aded 
to  the  entire  fatisfadion  of  his  em¬ 
ployers,  made  the  object  of  impeach¬ 
ment  ;  and  another  man,  who,  by 
worfe  means,  it  was  faid,  than  the 
want  of  enterprife  and  exertion,  had 
lojl  a  great  country  to  the  Britifh 
empire,  coalefcing  with  his  own  ac- 
cufers,  and  becoming  an  accufer  of 
this  man,  in  whom  if  there  was 
guilt,  he  was  himfelf  particeps  cri- 
miniSy  by  continuing  him  in  power. 
The  inference  he  drew  from  this 
view  of  the  impeachment  was,  that 
it  was  a  proceeding  not  founded  in 
national  juftice  nor  in  national  ho¬ 
nour,  but  in  malice  and  revenge,  and 
kept  up  by  the  fuel  of  animofity  and 
inventive. 

Lord  M nigra  ve  and  lord  Radnor 
were  of  opinion, that  the  proceedings 
of  that  houie  were  not  to  be  guided 
fo  much  by  precedents,  as  by  their 
own  difcretion  ;  that  there  was  a 
wide  difference  between  that  houie 
and  the  courts  below  ;  that  the  in¬ 
ferior  courts  fhould  be  confined 
ftndfly  to  pofitive  rules  of  law ;  but 
that  this  reafoningoughtnot  to  apply 
to  that  court  which  was  formed  for 
great  and  extraordinary  occafions. 
Lord  Radnor  concluded  with  a  mo¬ 
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tion  for  referring  to  the  Judges  the 
following queftion  :  “  Whether, by 
his  recognizance,  Mr.  Haftings 
is  ftill  bound  to  appear  before  the 
lords  in  parliament  when  called  on 

m  Lord  Stormont,  on  the  contrary, 
did  not  agree  with  thofe  lords  who 
thought  that  little  or  no  ftrefs  was 
to  be  laid  on  precedents;  and  if  there 
were  only  one  feries  of  precedents, 
or  no  precedents  at  all,  he  faid,  he 
fhould  have  no  doubt  on  the  occa- 
fion.  On  the  whole,  however,  con- 
iidering  how  dangerous  it  was  to  in- 
veft  the  crown  with  a  power  of  abat¬ 
ing  an  impeachment  by  diffolving 
the  parliament,  he  was  difpofed  to 
vote  for  the  queftion. 

Lord  Loughborough  fupported 
the  dodrine,  that  the  commons  of 
England  were  a  permanent  body, 
though  the  houfe  of  commons  were 
not  fo.  The  impeachment,  he  faid, 
was  brought  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  all  the  people  of  England. 
He  warned  their  lordfhips  not  to  ad 
mcautioufly  with  regard  to  the  po¬ 
pular  part  of  the  conftitution — Let 
them  look  about  them,  and  be  warn¬ 
ed — let  them  not  deny  that  the 
people  were  fny  thing ,  left  they  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  think  they  wzrz  every 
thing.  He  went  through  the  prece¬ 
dents  in  point  in  nearly  the  fame 
manner  in  which  they  were  ftated  in 
the  commons.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech  he  pointed  out  the  fallacies  of 
hr  George  Jeffries  and  other  court 
fycophants,  and  refted  his  argument 
on  the  authority  of  Hale,  Claren¬ 
don,  Holt,  and  Fofter,  the  laft  of 
whom  was,  he  faid,  the  beft  con- 
ftitutional  lawyer  that  had  ever  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  fubjed,  and  from  whom 
he  read  an  extrad  in  confirmation 
of  his  pofition. 

Lord  Kenyon  took  the  oppofite 
ground.  The  whole  of  the  queflion, 
he  faid,  appeared  to  lie  between  two 
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refolutions,  that  of  1 678,  and  that  of 
1685.  One  of  thefe,  he  obferved, 
had  been  made  upon  the  fpur  of  the 
occafion,  which  was  a  bad  feature  ; 
and  what  was  worfe,  that  refolution 
was  meant,  as  it  afterwards  proved  to 
be  calculated,  to  countenance  the 
affaffination  of  an  individual  under 
the  colour  of  the  law.  The  trial  and 
convi&ion  of  lord  Stafford  he  called 
a  legal  murder .  He  faid  that  judge 
Fofter  in  one  part  of  his  writings 
had  fupported  the  abatement  on  a 
diffolution ;  and  he  was  fure  that 
learned  judge  never  would  counte¬ 
nance  fo  dangerous  an  idea,  as  that 
of  fuffering  it  to  be  infmuated  that 
f  they  were  to  confider  the  la'yv  as  it 
might  to  be,  and  not  as  it  was. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  point¬ 
ed  out  many  inftances  of  abfurdity 
in  our  laws,  fuch  as  that  of  landed 
property  always  defeending ,  and  per¬ 
sonal  property  afeending  ;  adding, 
that  this  fumifiied  no  argument  for 
our  departing  from  the  ftridt  tenor 
of  the  law  as  it  was ,  iince  that  was 
the  only  fafe  mode  of  proceeding, 
however  objedlionable  the  law  might 
be  in  fome  inftances.  The  autho¬ 
rity  of  lord  Nottingham  had  been 
appealed  to  on  this  occafion.  His 
lordfiiip  was  happy  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  produce  the  words  of  lord 
Nottingham  himfelf,  and  read  from 
ft  curious?  and  apparently  well  au¬ 
thenticated  manufeript,  a  part  of  a 
letter  written  by  lord  Nottingham 
on  the  earl  of  Danby’s  cafe  in  1683, 
the  year  before  his  death  ;  in  which 
that  great  lawyer  fays  of  the  refolu¬ 
tion  of  1678,  that  it  was  a  miftake 
to  fuppofe  that  an  impeachment 
went  on  from  parliament  to  parlia¬ 
ment;  it  could  not  be,  See. — and  de¬ 
claring  that  the  refolution  in  quef- 
tion  muff  be  revifed  and  corrected  ; 
and  what  his  lordfhip  predidlcd  ac¬ 
tually  happened,  for  the  refolution 
was  corrected  in  1685. 


Lord  Loughborough  faid,  he  had 
it  in  command  from  the  lord  prefi- 
dent  of  the  council,  to  do  that  for 
him  which  the  latenefs  of  the  hour 
did  not  permit  him  to  do  for  him¬ 
felf,  viz.  to  ftate  that  noble  lord’s 
opinion  as  coinciding  with  his  own  ; 
and  he  had  left  with  him  an  opinion 
of  Selden,  that  the  new  parliament, 
in  the  impeachment  of  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  did  hold,  that  they 
might,  if  they  had  chofen  it,  have 
called  upon  their  lordfhips  for  judg¬ 
ment  againft  the  duke.  Lord  Lough¬ 
borough  faid,  he  had  alfo  to  quote 
the  teftimony  of  a  learned  and  vene¬ 
rable  earl,  who  had  authorifed  him 
to  fay,  that  if  the  prefent  queftion 
was  carried,  it  would  be  perfectly 
conformable  to  the  law  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  confiftent  with  prece¬ 
dent. 

S  uch  were  the  principal  arguments 
and  opinions  urged  in  both  houfes 
on  this  important  queftion,  in  the 
ftating  of  which  we  are  not  con- 
feious  of  having  omitted  any  thing ' 
immediately  connedled  with  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  enquiry.  The  motion  for 
proceeding  in  the  impeachment  was 
carried  in  the  lords  by  a  majority  of 
48  ;  and  this  being  agreeable  to  the 
previous  decifion  of  the  commons, 
the  impeachment,  contrary  to  the 
expeditions  of  feveral  perfons,  who 
were  apprehenfive  of  a  difference  and 
difpute  between  the  two  houfes, 
proceeded.  As,  however,  the  lords 
decided  fo  late  in  the  feffion,  little 
progrefs  was  made  in  the  trial. 

On  a  candid  review  of  the  argu¬ 
ments,  we  cannot  help  obferving, 
that  it  would  have  been  dangerous, 
if  not  fatal  to  the  conftitution,  to 
admit  the  principle  that  an  impeach¬ 
ment  abates  by  a  diffolution  of  par¬ 
liament.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
arc  apprehenfive  that  the  balance  of 
precedent  was  really  in  favour  of 
that  fide  of  the  queftion.  In  that 
c  '  qafe 
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cafe  the  difficulty  would  perhaps 
have  been  avoided  in  a  more  confti- 
tutional  manner,  by  a  particular  adt 
of  parliament,  declaratory  of  the 
principle  that  impeachments  do  not 
abate. 

The  next  important  bufinefs  that 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Britifh 
legiflature,  was  the  Indian  War, 
the  caufes  and  circumftances  of 
which  we  have  already  noticed. 

Mr.  Cox  Hippefley,  member  for 
Sudbury  in  Suffolk,  a  gentleman 
whole  knowledge  of  India  politics 
qualified  him  in  a  peculiar  manner 
for  the  talk,  undertook  to  evince  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  the  injuftice 
and  evil  policy  of  a  meafure  which 
he  conceived  ruinous  to  the  finances, 
and  indeed  to  all  the  bell  interefts 
of  his  country. 

On  the  2 2d  of  December  Mr. 
Hippefley  rofe  to  propofe  a  preli¬ 
minary  motion,  the  objeft  of  which 
♦was  merely  to  defire  that  copies  of 
the  correfpondence  relative  to  the 
attack  of  Tippoo  Sultan  on  the  lines 
ef  T ravancore  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  Mr.  Hippefley  fupported  his 
motion  by  a  flatement  of  the  parti¬ 
culars  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
inform  himfelf  of  the  tranfadlion, 
and  infilled  principally  on  the  an¬ 
cient  feudal  claim  of  the  fultans  of 
Myfore  to  the  forts  of  Cranganore, 
&c.  ;  on  the  pacific  intentions  of 
Tippoo  ;  and  on  the  report  of  his 
offer  to  fubmit  the  difpute  to  an 
equitable  arbitration.  He  conli- 
dered  the  purchafe  of  the  fort  by 
the  rajah  of  Travancore  as  the 
effedl  only  of  an  unwarrantable 
ambition,  and  as  a  fair  caule  of 
uneafinefs  and  complaint  to  the 
neighbouring  powers.  Travancore 
he  allowed  to  be  the  ally  of  Great 
Britain,  who  had  certainly  guaran¬ 
tied  all  her  lawful  poffelfions  :  but 
he  afferted  that  it  was  a  moft  mif- 
chievous  principle,  that  we  were 
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bound  to  protect  her  in  every  am¬ 
bitious  fcheme  for  the  extenfion  of 
dominion,  whether  by  purchafe  or 
otherwife.  Such,  he  faid,  were  his 
doubts  as  to  the  juffice  of  the  war  5 
but  his  doubts  as  to  its  policy  were 
not  lefs  formidable. 

The  native  powers,  he  afferted, 
neither  were, .nor  could  be,  radically 
friendly  to  the  Englifh.  Little  de¬ 
pendence  was  to  be  placed  upon  the 
Nizam  or  the  Mahrattas  :  both, 
thefe  powers  were  notorious  for 
their  perfidy.  However  flourifhing 
our  force  in  India,,  there  was  reafoa 
to  believe  that  Tippoo  had  kept 
equal  pace  with  our  improvement* 
He  had  a  force  of  1 50,000  men,  a 
large  corps  of  Europeans  well  offi¬ 
cered,  an  admirable  artillery  well 
ferved.  He  had  a  revenue  of  five 
millions  fterling,  and  a  treafury  of 
eight  or  nine  millions.  To  thefe 
refources  we  had  to  oppofe  an  ex- 
haufted  treafury,  and  a  tottering  cre¬ 
dit.  Mr.  Hippefley  deprecated  a  war 
in  India,  and  entered  into  a  forcible 
detail  of  the  difficulties  and  miferies 
which  would  attend  it  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  declaring  himfelf  alto¬ 
gether  of  Mr.  Grey’s  opinion,  as 
given  on  another  occafion — 4<  that 
war  was  the  chief  of  political  evils  ; 
and  that  any  peace  which  was  con¬ 
fident  with  the  honour  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  was  better  than  the  moil  fuc- 
cefsful  wav.” 

Mr.  Francis  fupported  Mr.  Hip- 
pefley’s  reafoning,  by  fhewing  that 
it  had  been  confidered  by  all  good 
ilatefmen,  and  by  the  Britifh  legif- 
lature,  that  to  increafe  our  territories 
in  India  was  a  deltrudlive  policy  to 
this  country.  He  enforced  his  ar¬ 
gument  by  another  obfervation  of 
equal  authority — That  it  was  the. 
policy  of  this  nation  to  avoid  all  al¬ 
liances  with  the  native  powers  of 
India,  as  they  only  tended  to  lead 
us  into  dangerous  and  expenffve  con- 
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nedtions.  Between  the  Nizam  and 
Tippoo  there  fubfifted  a  mutual  jea¬ 
loufy,  by  means  of  which  they  might 
be  prevented  employing  their  power 
to  the  prejudice  of  our  fettlements. 
The  Mahrattas  again  were  the  molt 
formidable  power  in  India  ;  and  on 
this  account  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  extirpate  Tippoo,  even  were  it 
in  our  power,  as  he  ferved  particu¬ 
larly  to  maintain  the  balance  of  In¬ 
dia.  With  regard  to  the  charadter 
of  Tippoo,  it  was  by  no  means  un- 
ufualto  exaggerate  accounts  of  cha¬ 
racters  ;  and  even  if  thefe  accounts 
were  true,  it  remained  for  them  to 
conlider  whether  they  would  expofe 
their  fubjedts  and  allies  to  the  con- 
fequences  of  that  tyranny  and  cru¬ 
elty  which  had  been  depidted  in  fuch 
formidable  colours. 

Mr.  Dundas  alferted,  that  if  the 
rajah  had  jultice  on  his  fide,  it  was 
obvious  we  were  bound  to  fupport 
our  ally.  The  claim  of  Tippoo  Mul¬ 
tan  to  the  feudal  fovereignty  of  the 
forts  in  quellion  was  recent,  and 
founded  on  the  province  to  which 
they  belonged  having  been  over-run 
and  conquered  by  the  Myforean 
power  about  twenty  years  before. 
The  Dutch,  on  the  other  hand,  had 
held  them  by  right  of  conqueit  from 
the  Portuguefe  for  more  than  a  cen¬ 
tury.  But  there  were  proofs  of  a 
ftill  more  unequivocal  nature,  that 
Tippoo  had  engaged  in  the  difpute, 
not  from  any  notion  of  right,  i?ut 
from  motives  of  ambition.  In  1788 
he  had  advanced  with  a  formidable 
army  to  the  frontiers  of  Travancore, 
without  any  provocation  or  pre¬ 
tence.  The  rajah  applied  to  the 
government  of  Madras ;  and,  on  re¬ 
ceiving  an  intimation  from  fir  Archi¬ 
bald  Campbell,  that  he  would  con- 
fider  any  adt  of  hoftility  as  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war  againft  Great  Britain, 
he  withdrew.  If  Travancore  was 
to  fall  into  Tippoo’s  hands,  Mr. 


Dundas  alferted  that  the  whole  of 
our  territories  would  be  laid  open. 
It  was  therefore  neceftary  to  watch 
his  motions  with  a  jealous  eye.  If 
he  had  made  no  other  attempt,  his 
condudt  at  Tellicherry  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  proof  of  his  intentions.  At 
the  time  when  he  advanced  in  force 
to  attack  Travancore,  he  furrounded 
Tellicherry,  and  feized  a  boat  loaded 
with  provifions.  When  complaint 
was  made,  and  reftitution  demanded,** 
he  not  only  returned  the  letter  un¬ 
opened,  but  told  the  meftenger,  that 
if  any  other  was  fent,  the  bearer 
fhould  leave  his  head  with  it.  Mr. 
Dundas  added,  lie  had  fome  reafons 
for  disbelieving  the  report  that 
Tippoo  offered  to  fubmit  the  dif¬ 
pute  to  arbitration.  In  fpeaking 
of  our  refources,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  we 
had  as  fine  an  army  in  that  quarter, 
and  as  well  appointed,  as  ever  had 
appeared  in  India  ;  and  inftead  of 
having  a  war  to  fupport  againft  the 
French,  the  Dutch,  the  Mahrattas, 
and  all  the  European  and  native 
powers  of  India,  we  had  only  to 
contend  with  one  of  them.  He 
had  no  objection  to  producing  the 
papers. 

Mr.  Fox  conceived  that  we 
were  to  be  made  the  dupes  of  the 
Dutch  upon  this  oceafion,  and  were 
likely  to  be  led  into  a  war  unrfe- 
ceffarily,  if  not  unjuftly.  Itrwas  con- 
feffed  that  the  rajah  of  Travancore 
making  a  purchafe  of  Cranganore 
was  a  Subject  of  jealoufy  to  Tippoo 
Sultan.  Ought  it  not,  then,  to  have 
been  the  wifdom  of  government  to 
prevent  our  ally  from  making  a  pur¬ 
chafe  likely  to  ftir  up  the  jealoufy 
of  a  watchful  and  fuipicicus  neigh¬ 
bour  ?  By  fuch  loofenefs  of  condudt 
we  might  be  inceffantly  involved 
with  the  country  powers.  It  had 
been  further  allowed  by  the  oppo¬ 
site  fide,  that  Tippoo  manifefted  an 
indifpofition  to  the  transfer  of  thofe 

forts, 


Forts,  when  fil'd  proposed  in  1788  ; 
and  that  fir  Archibald  Campbell 
prudently  preventing  the  transfer, 
he  was  perfectly  fatisfied,  and  had 
remained  fo  till  the  transfer  was 
■actually  made  in  1 790.  A  war  for 
eonquejt,  he  hoped ,  never  vsjould  be  un¬ 
dertaken  by  England ,  either  in  India 
t>r  elfewhere .  The  extirpation  of 
Tippoo  would  not  be  a  politic  mea- 
fure  :  however  we  might  deted  his 
vices,  with  the  Myforean  country 
we  ought  to  be  friendly,  inafmuch 
as  it  was  a  drong  barrier  between 
the  mod  powerful  dates  of  India 
and  bur  fettlements. 

Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  D.  Scott,  and  co¬ 
lonel  Macleod,  fupported  the  necef- 
Iky  of  the  war,  and  reprefented 
Tippoo  as  a  mercilefs  tyrant.  The 
queftion  was  however  carried  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  production  of  the  pa¬ 
pers. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  Mr. 
Hippefiey  followed  up  his  former 
motion  on  the  Indian  war;  but  his  ill 
date  of  health  only  permitted  him 
to  move  the  reading  of  the  aCts  of 
parliament  and  refolutions  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  which  prohibit 
the  Britilh  governors  in  India  from 
entering  into  ojfcrfive  war.  The 
reading  of  thefe  was  followed  by 
that  of  feveral  extracts  from  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  government  and 
council  of  Fort  St.  George,  tending 
to  edablifh  the  ill  policy  of  fuch 
meafures,  and  particularly  with 
Tippoo  Sultan.  After  the  reading 
of  thefe  papers,  Mr.  Francis  rofe  at 
the  requed  of  Mr.  Hippefiey,  and 
in  a  very  able  fpeech  explained  the 
caufes  of  the  war,  which  he  entirely 
attributed  to  the  policy  of  the 
Dutch,  and  the  ambition  and  im¬ 
prudence  of  the  rajah  of  Travancore. 
He  faid  it  was  a  mi  bake  to  fuppofe 
that  a  war  in  India  did  not  affedt  the 
bed  intereds  of  Great  Britain  ;  for 
‘Xadi#  did  not  polfefs  the  means  of 


fupporting  the  war  for  a  fingle  hour, 
but  by  incurring  debts  which  mud 
be  paid  by  England.  Compared 
with  this,  he  added,  if  extended  to 
any  length,  a  war  with  Spain  would 
be  a  bleding ;  a  war  in  Germany, 
or  even  in  America,  would  hardly  be 
a  calamity.  He  urged  the  neceffity 
of  adhering  to  "  that  fydem  edar 
blilhed  by  law,  which  politively  for¬ 
bade  the  fervants  of  government,  or 
the  India  company,  engaging  in  of~ 
fenfive  wars.  He  cenfured  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  military  officer  over 
the  immenfe  civil  as  well  as  military 
government  of  Bengal,  obferving, 
that  the  prefervation  of  peace  could 
not  be  the  predominant  pafficn  of 
men  educated  in  a  camp.  From  a 
civil  to  a  military,  from  a  military  tp 
an  arbitrary  government,  the  grada¬ 
tions  are  eafy,  and  the  progress 
rapid.  The  fame  facts  which  conn- 
teradt  principles  to-day,  will  be 
precedents  to-morrow,  and  principles 
the  day  after. 

He  requebed  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  a  paper  on  the  table,  the 
treaty  of  alliance  ojfevfive  and  de¬ 
fen  five  concluded  lately  with  the 
Nizam.  That  war  and  conquelt 
ffiould  be  the  objedt  of  an  cjfcnjive 
alliance,  was  not  extraordinary;  but 
it  was  indeed  extraordinary,  after 
what  they  had  jub  heard  read  to 
them,  that  a  Britilh  governor  ffiould 
profefs  that  the  acquifitiou  of  terri¬ 
tory  was  his  objedt  in  making  war. 
that  he  Ihould  propofe  or  think  of 
making  a  new  partition  of  domi¬ 
nion,  or  even  accept  of  an  extenfion 
of  territory,  if  it  were  offered  him. 
Mr.  Francis  remarked  feme  other 
Angularities  in  the  treaty  ;  fuch  as, 
that  the  rajalFs  name  was  never 
mentioned  in  it ;  that  the  pay  of 
the  cavalry  was  not  fpecified,  &c. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  expences  ofithe 
war,  Mr.  Francis  produced  feveral 
authentic  documents,  to  prove  that 
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the  refources  of  India  were  utterly  in¬ 
adequate  to  them.  He  endeavoured 
to  fhew  that  the  rajah  was  the  a g- 
greffor,  in  making  what  Mr.  Francis 
termed  a  colluji-ve  purchafe  from  the 
Dutch :  the  aggreflbr,  he  faid,  fhould 
alone  be  anfwerable  for  his  aggref- 
fion  ;  and  as  to  the  forts  themfelves, 
they  were  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be 
of  no  ufe  or  importance,  and  ought 
in  fail  to  be  demolilhed.  In  the 
fingle  article  of  bullocks  we  incurred 
an  expence  of  above  700,000 1.  per 
annum  ;  and  general  Meadows  very 
freely  declares,  that  w  mufl  be  undone 
by  procrailination.  He  preffed  the 
necefiity  of  preferving  the  balance 
of  power  in  India,  by  keeping 
Tippoo  as  a  counterpoife  to  the 
Mahrattas;  and  quoted,  in  fupport  of 
bis  opinion,  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Dupre,  Mr.  H  airings,  lord  Clive, 
and  feveral  others.  Mr.  Francis  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  feries  of  motions,  the 
objedt  of  which  was  to  cenfure  the 
origin,  and  prevent  the  profecution 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  Dundas,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Francis,  admitted  that  the  war  in 
India  was  a  ferioufly  expenfive  war, 
but  contended  for  the  juftice  of  it. 
The  claims  of  Tippoo  on  the  forts 
of  Cranganore  and  Acottah,  he  faid, 
were  not  the  adtual  caufe  of  the 
war;  for  Tippoo  had  marched 
150,000  men  to  the  lines  of  Tra¬ 
vancore,  previous  to  any  complaint 
of  the  rajah’s  conduct.  The  forts 
lie  held  to  be  efiential  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Travancore,  as  they  were 
the  key  to  that  country  ;  and  his 
bargain  with  the  Dutch  was  a  legal 
contradl.  Tippoo’s  claim  to  the 
forts  relied  on  his  own  afifertion;  and 
he  could  have  no  object  in  obtaining 
them,  but  to  over-run  the  territory 
of  the  rajah.  The  Mahrattas  were 
no  longer  formidable,  as  they  were 
no  longer  a  united  body  :  Tippoo 
was  the  only  formidable  native 


power,  as  he  was  the  firft  both 
troops  and  in  revenue  :  and  with 
refpedl  to  the  amicable  intention  of 
that  prince,  Mr.  Dundas  obferved, 
that  he  had  three  times  attacked  the 
lines  of  Travancore,  while  he  was 
making  profeffions  of  peace. 

Major  Maitland  obferved,  that 
the  caufe  of  the  war  was  the  great 
objedt  of  enquiry,  becaufe  upon 
that  depended  every  confideration. 
The  war  had  been  occafioned,  he 
faid,  by  the  ambition  of  the  rajah, 
and  not  of  Tippoo  Sultan.  The 
alliances  which  we  had  formed  in 
India  he  ftyled  “  alliances  of  di- 
vifion,  and  treaties  of  ruin  1”  There 
were  four  great  powers  in  India, 
the  Britifh,  the  Mahratta,  the  My- 
forean,  and  the  Nizam.  It  was  our 
bufmefs  to  balance  thefe  powers. 
We  had  lefs  to  fear  from  Tippoo 
than  from  any  other,  as  he  could 
only  come  down  upon  us  through  fix 
narrow  palfes  eafy  to  defend  (the 
Ghauts)  :  whereas,  if  we  had  a 
quarrel  with  the  Mahrattas,  all  our 
frontier  would  be  expofed.  A  long 
and  a  fuccefsful  war,  he  faid,  was  a 
contradidtion  in  terms ;  for  vchat 
was  the  acquilition  of  a  dirty  pro¬ 
vince,  weighed  againft  the  expence 
of  three  or  four  millions? 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  lord 
Cornwallis  had  originally  taken  up 
the  matter  in  the  proper  point  of 
view  ;  he  had  condemned  the  pur¬ 
chafe  of  the  forts  in  the  llrongelt 
terms  ;  but  had  afterwards  unfor¬ 
tunately  altered  his  opinion — why  he 
could  not  conceive.  With  refpedl 
to  the  holtile  preparations  of  Tippoo, 
it  was  an  argument  that  fcarcely  de¬ 
forced  an  anfwer.  He  reprobated 
the  treaties  which  had  been  entered 
into  with  the  Nizam  and  the  Mah¬ 
rattas  for  the  extirpation  of  Tippoo : 
at  a  time  when  the  enlightened  po¬ 
licy  of  all  Europe  led  them  to  re¬ 
nounce  their  offenfive  alliances,  we 
1  were 
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Were  purfuirig '  that  difgraceful  fyf- 
tem  in  India.  The  rajah,  he  af- 
ferted,  was  the  aggreflor  even  to  us, 
by  purchasing  the  forts  contrary  to 
our  advice.  But  fnppofmg  Tippoo 
to  have  been  the  aggreffor,what  right 
had  we  to  afk  for  more  than  ade¬ 
quate  fatisfaSion  ?  We  cenfured 
Iris  conduct,  but  did  not  look  at  the 
injuflice  of  our  own.  He  profeffed 
to  have  a  claim  upon  Cranganore, 
and  aimed  at  recovering  his  right. — 
But  what  do  we?  We  carry  the 
war  into  the  centre  of  his  domi- 
•  nions,  extirpate  him,  and  divide  his 
territories. 

The  arguments'  of  Mr.  Dundas 
were  powerfully  fupported  by  Mr. 
i  Pitt  ;  but  he  advanced  little  new 
refpeCting  the  caufe  of  the  war. 
He  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox,  that 
any  propofal  of  .  amicable  adjuil- 
ment  was  preferable  to  war  ;  but 
afTerted,  that  while  we  had  named 
beynmiffioners  for.  the  termination 
of  the  difpute,  Tippoo  Sultan  had 
refufed  to  name  any  ;  but,  with  a 
view  of  placing  the  Briti/h  go¬ 
vernment  in  a  Hate  of  humiliation 
in  the  eyes  of  ail  India,  he  had 
infilled  ori  our  fending  an  ambaf- 
fador  to  his  court,  and*  even  while 
the  negotiation  was  pending,  had 
committed  an  a£t  of  hoftility;  Mr. 
Pitt  denied  that  the  treaties  with 
the  Nizam  and  theMahrattaS  were 
grounded  on  -any  finch  principles 


as  that  of  extirpating  Tippoo,  and 
dividing  his  dominions.  He  ridi¬ 
culed  the  idea  of  favouring  Tippoo, 
who  was  at  prefent  our  enemy, 
in  order  to  balance  him  againfl 
the  Mahrattas,  who  were  at  pre¬ 
fent  our  friends ;  and  profeffed 
that  this  was  a  fort  of  policy, 
which  he,  for  one,  did  not  under- 
fland. 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  .lord  Fielding, 
and  the  folicitor-genetal,  fupported 
the  conduit  of  adminiftration,  and 
•  Mr.  Francis’s  motions  were  nega¬ 
tived,  Not  fatisfiedy  however,  with 
this  triumph,  Mr.  Dundas,  on  the 
2d  of  March  following,  moved 
three  refolutions,  approving  of  the 
■  Indian  war  and  of  the  conduct 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  which  were  car¬ 
ried  without  a  divifion.  But  as 
the  fubjeit  was  fo  much  exhaufted 
in  the  two  preceding  debates,  it 
would  be  treading  beaten  ground  to 
report  the  arguments. 

The  expediency  of  the  war  was 
debated  upon  nearly  fimilar  prin¬ 
ciples  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the 
lith  of  April;  but  the  debate 
ended  only  in  the  triumph  of  mi- 
i) liters  as  lord  Grenville,  before 
t lie  houfe  broke  up,  moved  three 
refolutions,  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
bad  been  moved  in  the  commons, 
approving  of  the  conduct  of  jo.rd 
Cornwallis,  &c.  which  were  carried 
:  by  a  great  majority! 

r-  •  .  I  '  '  ri'' 1  '  <  . 
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markable,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
radical  freedom  of  our  conftitution, 
no  nation  in  Europe  has  been  more 
jealous  of  their  religious  eftabliffi- 
ment ;  and  fcarcely  have  the  Roman 
catholic  hates  themfelves  loaded 
with  a  more  oppreffive  weight  of 
civil  penalties  thofe  who  diflented 
in  religious  opinion.  It  has  for  al- 
moft  half  a  century  been  the  talk  of 
the  legiflature,  to  root  out,  gradually 
and  eautioufly,  from  the  code  of  our 
laws  thofe  disgraceful  ftatutes  which 
groundlefs  apprehenlion  in  many  in- 
ftances,  and  perhaps  adtual  neceffity 
in  a  few,  had  caufed  to  be  enabled  : 
they  are  not  yet  entirely  removed  ; 
but  in  proportion  as  the  peaceful  in¬ 
fluence  of  philofophy  fhall  extend 
over  the  minds  of  men,  we  have  lit¬ 
tle  doubt  but  all  parties  will  fee  the 
abfurdity  of  facriflcing  the  cardinal 
virtue  charity  at  the  ffirine  of  vain 
fpeculation  :  and  as  the  fears  and 
jealoufies  of  mankind  lhall  fubfide, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  every 
trace  of  perfecution  will  fade  away. 
As  the  Romifh  church  was  the 
grand  objedl  of  terror  in  the  firft 
-  ages  of  reformation,  it  was  fcarcely 
matter  of  fuarprife  that  our  ftatuie- 
book  fihould  be  loaded  with  the  moil 
rigorous  and  fanguinary  edidfs  di¬ 
rected  againfl  the  profeifors  of  that 
obnoxious  faith;  and  though  in  the 
year  1780  fome  of  thefe  were  re¬ 
moved,  yet  in  the  year  1791,  in  a 
well-known  book,  Burn’s  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Law,  not  lefs  than  feventy 
pages  were  to  be  found,  entirely  oc¬ 
cupied  with  the  bare  enumeration  of 
the  penal  ftatutes  in  force  againfl 
the  Roman  catholics.  Among-  thefe 
were  fome  of  tle  moft  fanguinary 
nature — It  was  high  treafon  and 
death  to  make  a  convert  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholic  faith — Severe  penalties 
were  enadled  on  papifts  for  hearing 
mafs,  by  fome  ftatutes;  and  by - 
©thers  they  were  compelled  to  .at¬ 


tend  the  eftablifhed  worfhlp,  how¬ 
ever  contrary  to  their  confluences. 
,That  fuch  laws  ffiould  have  been 
framed  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  in  times  when  the  church 
of  Rome  flouriflied  in  all  the  vigour 
of  temporal  power,  and  urged  her 
authority  by  all  the  rigours  of  per¬ 
fecution,  and  all  the  artifices  of  bi¬ 
gotry,  is  not  furprifing  ;  it  is  only 
furpriling  that  they  fhould  have  been 
fuffered  to  remain  in  force  for  cen¬ 
turies  of  peace  and  tranquillity", 
when  the  power  of  the  pope  is  an¬ 
nihilated  even  in  countries  pro- 
feffinghis  religion,  and  when  all  the 
obnoxious  principles  of  that  religion 
are  difavowed  by  its  profeifors.  A 
reform  in  the  penal  ftatutes  became 
the  more  neceftary,  fince,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1790,  a  large 
body  of  catholic  diftenters  had  for¬ 
mally  protefted  againfl  the  temporal 
power  of  the  pope,  againfl;  his  af- 
fumed  authority  of  reflating  men 
from  their  civil  obligations,  or 
difpenfing  with  the  facrednefs  of 
oaths. 

It  was  upon  thefe  principles,  and 
fupported  by  thefe  arguments,  that 
Mr.  Mitford  moved  on  the  z  ift 
of  February  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  .enable,  him  “to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  relieve,  upon  con¬ 
ditions  and  under  reftrfllions,  per- 
ions  called  protefting  catholic  dif- 
fenters,  from  certain  penalties  and 
difabilities,  to  which  papifts,  or 
per-fbns  profeffing  the  popilh  reli¬ 
gion,  are  by  law  fubjecl.”  This 
bill,  Mr.  Mitford  added,  would  be 
fimilar  to  that  which  had  pafled  in 
Ireland  fome  years  fince;  and  as  no 
ill  confequences  had  refulted  in  a 
country"  where  the  Roman  catholics 
were  fo  much  more  numerous  than 
in  this,  he  Ihould  hope  the  houfe 
would  fee  no  impropriety  in  the 
prDpofition. 

The  motion  was  A  corded  by  Mr. 

Wyndham. 
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Wyndham.  He  obferved,  that  there 
were  two  principles  upon  which  co¬ 
ercion  and  penalty,  with  refpedl  to 
religious  opinion,  were  fupported. 
The  one  was  the  ground,  that  the 
opinions  were  falfe,  and  of  ill  con- 
fequence  to  the  Cal  vat  ion  of  fuch  as 
profefied  them  ;  the  other  was,  that 
their  religious  principles  were  calcu¬ 
lated  to  make  them  bad  citizens, 
and  dangerous  fubjedts.  In  the  for¬ 
mer  of  thefe  cafes,  coercion,  he 
added,  might  properly  be  termed 
perfecution,  and,  as  fuch,  might  be 
confidered  as  totally  exploded.  Rea- 
foning  on  the  other  principle,  it  had 
been  long  the  language  that  Inch 
laws  were  neceflary  to  guard  againft 
the  dangerous  practices  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholics  for  the  fubverfion  of 
the  government  :  but  though  much 
had  been  faid  upon  this  fubjedt,  Mr. 
Wyndham  was  not  of  opinion  that 
the  truth  of  hiftory  would  fupport 
the  fadfc.  With  refpedl  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  religious  opinion,  ought 
not  to  exclude  men  from  civil  of¬ 
fices,  Mr.  Wyndham  remarked,  that 
he  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  thougnt 
it  no  part  of  the  duty  of  govern¬ 
ment  to  look  to  the  religious  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  fubjecl ;  but  he  thought 
that  no  more  could  be  jufliiied 
againft  the  Roman  catholics,  than 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate  absolutely  re¬ 
quired,  nor  did  he  fee  the  difference 
between  them  and  diffenterSof  other 
defcriptions.  They  did  not  afk  to 
be  admitted  to  places  of  power  ana 
truft,  but  to  live  in  a  free  and.  en¬ 
lightened  country,  exempted  from 
the  Cevere  penalties  impofed  by  the 
laws,  which  were  by  connivance 
evaded,  and  for  that  reafon  ought 
not  to  be  fuffeved  to  difgrace  the 
ftatute-hook.  Much  had  been  faid 
formerly  relative  to  the  power  of 
the  pope  to  grant  a  difpenlation 
from  oaths  ;  but  the  folly  and  fal¬ 
lacy  of  this  opinion  Mr.  Wyndham 


evinced,  from  the  cafe  of  a  Roman 
catholic  peer  omitting  to  take  his 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  becaufe 
he  would  not  take  the  oaths ;  and 
alfo  mentioned  fevcral  inftances  in 
which  a  Roman  catholic  was  be¬ 
lieved  upon  his  oath. 

Mr.  Stanley,  member  for  Lan- 
cafhire,  confirmed  the  good  report 
of  the  Roman  catholics,  as  good  and 
loyal  fubje&s:  and  Mr.  Fox  rofe  to 
ohjedt  to  the  propofed  bill,  not  for 
what  it  did  go  to,  but  for  what  it 
did  not  go  to  ;  for  in  his  opinion 
it  by  no  means  went  far  enough. 
He  afferted  his  opinion,  as  formerly 
ftated  to  the  houfe,  “  that  the  ftate 
had  no  right  to  enquire  into  the 
opinions  of  people,  either  political 
or  religious;  in  his  mind  they  had 
a  right  only  to  take  cognizance  of 
their  actions.”  Fie  urged  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  repealing  thofe  fa ngui nary- 
laws  which  had  been  mentioned,  not 
to  any  perfons  exclufively,  but  to' 
the  Roman  catholics  of  every  de- 
fcription,  let  them  proteft  or  not. 
He  entreated  that  the  bill  might  be 
made  general ;  fince  there  was  no 
fet  of  men  who,  on  account  of  their 
religious  principles,  ought  to  be 
tried  for  high  treafon,  and  to  incur 
the  penalty  of  death.  Mr.  Fox  men¬ 
tioned  the  extenfion  of  religious  li¬ 
berty  in  Pruffia,  Holland,  France, 
&c.  and  faid  he  fhould  move  to 
leave  the  word  protejllng  out  of  the 
title  of  the  bill,  when  it  came  to 
the  committee.  Mr.  Mitford’s  mo¬ 
tion  paf*.d  unanimoufly. 

On  the  1  ft  of  March,  agreeably  to 
the  orders  of  the  houfe,  which  re¬ 
quire  that  no  queilion  be  put  affe<R- 
ing  the  religion  of  the  country  be¬ 
fore  it  has  been  referred  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the  houfe 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  on 
Mr.  Mitford’s  propofal  relative  to 
the  Roman  catholics.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  no  further  difference  of  opi- 
'La  nioa 
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Hon  exided  than  that  which  we  al¬ 
ready  noticed.  Mr.  Fox,  in  renew¬ 
ing  his  objection  to  the  exclufive 
nature  of  the  bill,  adverted  to  his 
own  opinion  concerning  teds,  which, 
he  obferved,  was  too  well  known  to 
require  any  recapitulation.  Fie  had 
been  moft  drong  again  it  the  ted  and 
corporation  acts  ;  yet  he  admitted 
that  there  was  a  great  and  material 
difference  between  the  confidera- 
tions  that  ought  to  weigh  with  the 
legislature  on  that  occaiion,  and  the 
considerations  that  ought  to  weigh 
with  them  on  this.  Where  Roman 
catholics  did  not  folscit  an  admif- 
on  to  any  place  of  truft,  but  only 
aiked  leave  to  worfhip  God  in  their 
own  way,  they  ought  in  jufticc,  in 
reafon  and  humanity,  to  be  allowed 
this  liberty,  without  being  fubjebted 
to  the  operation  of  fanguinary  laws. 
Mr.  Fox  remarked  upon  the  good 
condudf  of  the  catholics  for  a  feries 
of  years,  and  infilled  upon  it  that, 
they  were  entitled  to  ample  relief, 
and  ample  relief  he  forefaw  muff  in 
a  few.  years  be  conceded  to  them. — . 
**  There  is,  faid  he,  but  one  plain 
road- to  purfue.  Keep  in,  if  you 
pleafe,  all  the  datutes  for  the  efta- 
blilhment ;  even  the  teft  and  corpo¬ 
ration  a 61s,  if  you  like  ;  but  let  the 
ffatute  book  be  looked  over,  and 
ftrikeopt  all  which,  attach  penalties 
to  mere  opinions.  ”  Impreffed  with 
thefe  fentiments,  Mr.  Fox  faid  he 
ffiould  move  his  amendment  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  benefit  of  the  a&  .to  all 
catholics;  but,  rather  thaq  impede 
the  prefent  meafure,  he  would  with¬ 
draw  it,  if  he  found,  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  not  likely  to  be  with  him. 

Mr.  Burke  faid  he  would  fecond 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  but  agreed 
that  it  would  not  be  wife  to  pertiff 
in  the  amendment  if  it  did  notap- 
pear  fatisfa&ory.  The  fureffc  way 
cf  remedying  grievances,  he  faid, 
was  to  proceed  moderately,  and  do 


away  a  little  at  a  time,  rathet  than 
attempt  to  cure  them  all  at  once. 
He  could  not  agree  with  his  right 
hon.  friend — “  That  the  date  had 
no  authority  over  opinions.’*  Opi¬ 
nions  influenced  the  paffions,  and 
the  paffions  governed  the  man  ;  and 
fo  long  as  fuch  was  the  cafe,  it  was 
the  duty  of  government  to  attend 
to,  them  ;  but  in  this  cafe  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  government  fhould  be 
guided  by  virtue  and  wifdom,  by 
candour  and  temperance.  Mr. 
Burke  remarked,  that  in  the  pream¬ 
ble  to  the  27th  of  Elizabeth,  the 
danger  of  the  date  was  the  plea 
made  uie  of ;  and,  indead  of  any  re¬ 
ligious  or  moral  purpofe  being  af- 
hgned  as  the  ground-work  of  the 
ftatute,  it  declared  that  the  a6t  was 
paffed  folely  for  the  fuppreffion  of  a 
dangerous  fadtion  in  the  date.  Were 
the  preamble  true,  and  the  plea 
founded,  he  faid,  he  diould  have 
voted  for  it,  as  the  date  mud  be 
preferved  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 
At  prefent,  he  added,  there  was  no 
danger  from  the  pope.  He  had  nei¬ 
ther  abfolved  the  Americans  from 
their  allegiance,  nor,  by  his  interfe¬ 
rence,  eauled  any  of  the  late  revolu¬ 
tions  in  Europe.  Such  laws  as 
thofe,  for  the  repeal  of  which  they 
were  now  pleading,  Mr.  Burke  ob- 
ferved,  enabled  men  to  opprels  their 
neighbours,  and  to  rob  them  of 
their  goods  :  they  were  calculated 
to  make  a  man  not  love  his  neigh¬ 
bour  ;  and  he  who  loved  not  his 
neighbour,  would  not  love  his  date, 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  government 
to  make  the  people  happy  ;  but 
luch  points  can  never  be  accom- 
plifhed,  when  every  judiee  of  the 
peace  is  made  an  inquiikor,  and  a 
man  who  wordiips  God  in  his  own 
way  condemned  for  high  treafon. 

Ehe  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
recommended  to  Mr.  Fox  to  with¬ 
draw  his  amendment,  dnee  it  might 
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be  more  properly  urged  at  a  fubfe- 
quent  ltage  of  the  bill,  if  that  fhould 
appear  mod  expedient,  or  the  relief 
might  be  produced  by  another  bill ; 
and  it  amounted  to  the  fame,  whe¬ 
ther  the  object  were  effected  bv  two 
bills  or  by  one.  Upon  this  recom¬ 
mendation  the  amendment  was  with¬ 
drawn  ,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  the  bill 
proceeded  through  its  feveral  ffages 
without  opposition. 

The  caufe  of  liberty  was  lefs  fuc- 
cefsful  in  another  inffance.  The 
rights  of  juries  had  been  long  in  an 
indefinite  and  indeterminate  date, 
particularly  in  the  cafe  of  libels  ; 
and  d'ifputes  dilgraceful  in  them- 
felves,  and  injurious  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juitice,  had  frequently 
arilen  between  the  court  and  the 
jury,  between  the  judges  and  the 
counfel  ;  even  among  the  profeffors 
of  the  law  a  difference  of  opinion 
had  long  exifted.  While  the  herd 
of  mere  technical  practitioners  ear- 
neffly  fupported  the  indefealible  au¬ 
thority  of  the  bench,  that  oracle  of 
conftkutional  jurifprudence,  lord 
Camden,  Mr.  Erfkine,  and  many 
others  of  the  greateft  eminence,  held 
the  rights  of  an  Englifh  jury  in  too 
facred  a  light  to  i'uffer  the  great 
conftitutional  principle  on  which 
that  inftitution  was  founded  to  be 
undermined  by  the  fallacious  doc¬ 
trine  of  precedents.  To  afcertain 
and  fettle  the  law  in  this  point,  and 
in  another  which  appeared  equally 
defective,  on  the  21ft  of  February 
Mr.  Fox  ^ave  notice,  that,  at  feme 
time  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  he 
would  move  for  a  grand  committee 
of  juitice  to  coniider  of  two  import¬ 
ant  law  queftions  ;  the  one  concern¬ 
ing  the  conduCt  of  the  court  of 
king’s  bench  in  matters  of  libel, 
and  the  other  relative  to  informa¬ 
tions  in  the  nature  of  quo  nvarrantos. 
As  Mr.  Fox  was  defirous  of  conci¬ 
liating  the  geruiemen  of  the  law  to 
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his  propofals,  and  as  a  number  of 
them  were  rieceffarily  abfent  upon 
the  circuits,  it  was  the  20th  of  May 
before  a  convenient  opportunity  pre- 
fented  i'tfelf  for  agitatingthe  fubjeCl 
in  the  houfe  of  commons.  *  Mr.  Fox 
prefaced  his  motion  by  declaring, 
that  .he  was  perfectly  convinced 
that  every  gentleman  who  heard 
him  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
duties  of  the  houfe,  and  its  peculiar 
funCtion  to  watch  with  care  every 
part  of  the  executive  government, 
that  it  was  unnecejffary  to  ufe  any 
words  to  fhew  that  he  was  not  bring¬ 
ing  under  the  coniideration  of  the 
houfe  any  thing  that  did  not  fall 
within  the  province  of  its  duty. 
The  molt  important  part  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  was  the  admini* 
ftration  of  juffice.  He  would  riot* 
he  laid,  engrofs  the  time  of  the  houfe 
by  declamations  011  the  fubjeCl  of 
the  prefs.  Whoever  faw  what  the 
world  was  now,  and  compared  it 
with  what  it  had  formerly  been, 
mull  be  fenfible  that  we  had  greatly 
improved  in  the  fcience  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  improvement  wars 
entirely  owing  to  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs.  Ifeven  the  j  u  ft  liberty  of  the 
prefs  were  tranfgreffed,  he  owned 

he  fhould  be  an  enemy  to  a  fevtre 
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punilhment  after  the  crime  was  com¬ 
mitted  ;  he  was  alfo  an  enemy  to  all 
previous  reffraints,  becaufe  fuch  have 
always  operated  only  to  reftrain  the 
jull  liberty  of  the  people,  and  not 
to  prevent  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
prefs.  He  acknowledged  the  abufes 
of  that  facred  engine  of  liberty  ;  but 
if  perfons  were  to  argue,  from  the 
circumftance  of  there  being  fo  muefy 
licence,  that  there  wasliberty  enough* 
in  his  apprehenfion  they  would  argue 
very  ineoncluiively.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  this  country  fo?  any 
tnan  to  libel  another  ;  but  no  man 
ought  to  libel  with  impunity,  and 
public  characters  ha,4  as  much  a 
L3  "  '  right 
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rigjit  to  be  defended  as  thofe  who 
never  engaged  in  public  affairs.  Any 
man  could  indeed  libel  with  impu¬ 
nity  any  character  public  or  private : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  much 
doubted  whether  any  r*un  could 
really  difcufs  the  actions  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  way  which  it  was  the 
right  of  every  man  to  difcufs  them, 
without  a  greater  rifk.  to  his  perfon 
and  property  than  prudent  men 
would  choole  to  hazard. 

As  an  inftance  of  what  he  now 
Hated,  gentlemen  would  recolledf 
that  in  the  courfe  of  laff  year,  when 
the  Spanifli  armament  was  railed, 
a  conliderable  degree  of  difcuffion 
had  taken  place  among  the  people 
with  regard  to  the  objects  of  the 
armament,  and  the  condutl  of  par¬ 
liament  in  granting  the  fupplics. 
On  that  occafion  there  had  appeared 
in  a  newfpaper  fome  flridlures  on 
the  conduct  of  the  miniiters  ;  and 
that  paper,  to  the  affonifliment  of 
moll  people,  was  profecuted.  The 
printer  pleaded  guilty,  or  buffered 
judgment  to  go  by  default,  and  a 
judgment  moll  inordinately  fevere 
was  given  againff  him.  He  could 
hardly  have  thought,  that  the  mere 
Hating,  «  that  the  oftenfible  purpofe 
of  the  armament  might  poffibly  not 
be  the  real  purpofe  ;  that  the  ob- 
je£t  of  Nootka  Sound  was  too  mi¬ 
nute  to  juftify  fo  great  a  hazard ; 
and  therefore  it  might  be  connected 
in  fome  way  with  our  Pruffian  al¬ 
liance” — he  could  hardly  have 
thought,  he  faid,  that  fuch  a  para¬ 
graph  would  have  been  attended 
with  a  fevere  punifhment  ;  for,  in 
his  humble  opinion,  it  was  no  libel 
at  all. 

Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  the  fill¬ 
ing  up  the  innuendoes  in  an  informa¬ 
tion  on  a  libel  was  entirely  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  jury.  He  fully  ac¬ 
quitted  the  king’s  bench  of  ading, 
in  the  cafe  alluded  from  any  mo*- 


tives  of  direct  corruption,  or  even 
from  party  motives  ;  what  they  had 
done  was  from  error,  and  from  the 
difficulty  of  their  fituation  as  the 
law  now  Hood  with  refped  to  li¬ 
bels. 

Mr.  Fox  mentioned  it  as  the  gene¬ 
ral  opinion  of  the  king’s  bench,  that 
in  cafes  of  libels  the  jury  were  to  find 
the  publication  and  the  innuendoes, 
and  that  the  queffion  of  intention 
was  afterwards  completely  *  left  to 
the  court  j  the  court  were  to  con- 
lider  it  in  the  nature  of  a  fpecial 
verdid.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  many  of  the  things 
Hated  were  not  matters  of  law,  but 
matters  of  fad  ;  but  whether  they 
were  matters  of  law  or  of  fad,  where 
the  general  iffue  was  joined,  the  jury 
muH  confider  fuch  general  iffue,  and 
give  a  verdid  compounded  of  fad 
and  of  law.  This  he  faid  was  not  a 
new  opinion,  and  inftanced  it  in  the 
trial  of  John  Lilburn  for  a  libel, 
fhortly  after  the  beheading  of 
Charles  I.  With  regard  to  hi$  ac¬ 
quittal  or  condemnation,  Lilburn 
declared  the  jury  were  every  thing, 
and  the  judges  mere  cyphers :  the 
reply  of  judge  Jermyn,  who  prefided 
on  that  occaiion,  was  a  curious  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  temper  and  manners  of 
thofe  times. — He  faid,  “  It  was  a 
damnable  and  bla.fphemous  herefy 
to  call  the  judges  cyphers.”  Lil-' 
burn  was  however  acquitted,  in  fpite 
of  the  anger  of  the  judge,  and  the 
influence  of  Cromwell.  For  a  long 
period  after  this,  Mr.  Fox  added, 
the  bufinefs  had  been  confidered  in 
the  way  he  confidered  it.  He  re¬ 
marked  further,  that  it  had  been  ad¬ 
mitted  by  almoH  every  judge,  by 
lord  Raymond,  Mr.  juffice  Lee,  lord 
Mansfield,  Mr.  juffice  Buller,  from 
many  of  whom  he  differed,  that  the 
jury  had  a  power  to  find  not  guilty. 

With  refpeil  to  the  pretended 

diffindion  between  law  and  fail, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  when  a  man 
was  accufed  of  murder,  a  crime  con¬ 
fiding  of  law  andfadl,  the  jury  every 
day  found  a  verdict  of  guilty ;  and 
this  was  alfo  the  cafe  in  felony,  high 
treafon,  and  every  other  criminal  in¬ 
dictment.  Libels  were  the  only 
exception,  the  fingle  anomaly.  He 
contended,  that  if  the  jury  had  no 
jurifdiftion  over  libels,  the  counfcl 
were  libellers  for  fpeaking  before  a 
tribunal  which  had  no  jurifdiction. 
When  a  jury  was  in  a  court  of 
juftice,  and  they  did  not  enquire 
into  the  criminality  at  all,  but  only 
into  the  fact  of  publication,  the 
counfel  addrefling  them  on  either 
fide  as  to  the  criminality  was  a  far- 
cafm.  There  was  another  part  of 
the  doctrine  of  libels  which  appeared 
unaccountable — It  was  admitted, 
that  if  a  part  of  the  writing  were 
libellous,  and  another  part  not  libel¬ 
lous,  they  had  a  right  to  bring  the 
whole  before  the  jury  in  evidence. 
Mr.  Fox  afked,  on  what  principle  the 
jury  were  to  look  at  the  whole,  but 
that  they  might  know  whether  the 
paper  was  libellous  or  not  ?  In  1731, 
in  the  time  of  lord  Raymond,  the 
prefent  dodlrine  of  libels  was  intro¬ 
duced  ;  but  he  hoped  that  no  man 
would  contend  that  it  ought  to  be 
law.  It  was  a  fyftem  fo  vicious  and 
untenable,  that  in  the  practice  of 
this  reign,  and  of  lord  Mansfield 
himfelf,  it  was  not  adhered  to.  In 
the  cafe  of  the  king  againll  Horne, 
lord  Mansfield  had  laid,  “  that  it 
was  a  matter  for  the  judgment  of  the 
jury,  and  that  they  were  to  decide 
on  the  criminality.” 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  had  hitherto 
confidered  the  fubjedt  as  relating  to 
libels,  and  to  libels  only.  He  meant 
to  Hate  it  with  regard  to  a  matter 
of  Hill  higher  importance,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  high  treafon.  He  believed 
it  was  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  a 
writing  might  be  an  overt  a6t  of 


treafon.  In  this  cafe,  if  the  court 
of  king’s  bench  were  to  fay  to  the 
jury — “  Coniider  only  whether  the 
criminal  publifhed  the  paper ;  do 
not  confider  the  nature  of  it ;  do 
not  confider  whether  it  be  treafon- 
able  or  not  would  Englifhmen 
endure  that  death  fhouldbe  infiidted 
without  a  jury  having  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  delivering  their  fentiments, 
whether  the  individual  was  or  was 
not  guilty  of  the  crime  with  which 
he  was  charged  ? — Mr.  Fox  wifhed 

o  \ 

to  know  whether  the  modern  doc¬ 
trine  of  libels  did  or  did  not  extend 
to  high  treafon  ?  Having  fliewn 
that  the  law  of  libels  was  contrary, 
to  the  original  principles  of  law, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  when  he  would  fug¬ 
ged;  a  remedy  for  thefe  evils,  he 
found  himfelf  incapable  of  doing  it 
without  the  affiltance  of  the  houfe. 
If  the  committee  were  clear  as  to 
the  law  on  the  fubjedl,  their  wife  ft. 
and  moil  proper  meafure  would  be 
to  enacft  a  declaratory  law  refpefting 
it  :  but  if  they  were  of  opinion  that 
high  authoiities  on  the  other  fide 
made  the  law  doubtful,  they  might 
fettle  the  law  for  the  future  without 
any  reference  to  what  it  had  been 
in  times  palb 

Having  finifhed  the  fubje6l  of  li¬ 
bels,  Mr.  Fox  wifhed  to  call  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houfe  to  another  fub- 
je£l  of  great  importance.  By  a 
ilatute  of  queen  Anne,  for  regulat¬ 
ing  proceedings  by  quo  warranto , 
every  corporator  might  inform  him¬ 
felf  of  the  corporate  iituation  of  any 
burgefsof  the  fame  borough.  Any  pri¬ 
vate  man  might  make  his  application; 
and,  according  to  a  late  opinion,  the 
court  has  a  difcretionary  power  of 
granting  or  refilling  it.  According 
to  another  opinion,  the  court  had 
no  Inch  difcretion  ;  but  the  former 
opinion  was  the  bell.  The  court 
of  king’s  bench  had  endeavoured  to 
frame  a  rule  to  guide  their  difcrc- 
L  4  tion, 
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tion,  and  lord  Mansfield  had  laid 
down  twenty  years  as  the  fpace  of 
time  after  which  no  application 
fnould  be  made  to  difturb  uvn  in 
their  franchifes  :•  but  about  two 
terms  ago  the  king’s  bench  had 
greatly  fhorcened  the  period  within 
which  people  might  apply  for  fuch 
informations,  and  determined  that 
after  fix  years  a  man  Ihould  never  be 
called  in  queftion  on  the  fubjeof. 

There  was,  however,  another  fe- 
rious  view  in  which  this  matter  might 
be  taken  into  conlideration.  The 
attorney-general  could  of  authority 
move  for  fuch  informations  ;  and 
though  private  perfons  were  confined 
within  fix  vears,  the  king’s  attorney- 
general  was  fubjebt  to  no  Inch  in¬ 
convenience,  being  Wholly  unlimited 
in  point  of  time.  It  always  hap¬ 
pened  that  the  king’s  minifters  were 
more  or  lefs  concerned  in  elections  ; 
and  confequently  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral  might  move  for  a  great  many 
informations  againft  thole  who  were 
not  friendly  to  him  or  his  afiociates. 
This,  Mr.  Fox  (aid,  was  an  immenfe 
additional  weight  to  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  crown,  and  might  prove 
extremely  dangerous  to  the  liberty 
of  the  people.  The  remedy  he 
meant  to  propofe  appeared  perfectly 
unexceptionable.  He  thought  there 
ought  to  be  a  ftatute  regulating  the 
conduct  of  the  king’s  bench  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  granting  of  inch  infor¬ 
mations,  and  giving  double  colts  in 
cafes  of  frivolous  applications. 

Reverting  to  the  cafe  of  libels, 
Mr.  Fox  faid  there  was  one  great  and 
popular  topic,  which  he  had  pur- 
pofely  omitted— -viz.  the  doblrine, 
“  that  truth  was  not  only  not  a  juf- 
tifi  cation,  but  a  libel  was  more  a 
libel  beCaufe  it  was  true.’”  With 
refpebl  to  this  queftion,  he  fhould  not 
meddle  with  it,  becaufe  he  conceived 
it  to  be  a  moil  difficult  queftion. 
To  fay  that  truth  was  not  fome- 


times  a  j  unification,  would  be  very* 
extraordinary  indeed  ;  and  yet  there 
were  fome  cafes  in  which  it  might 
be  even  an  aggravation.  Suppofe  a 
man,  for  inftance,  had  any  perfonal 
defect  or  misfortune,  any.  thing  dif- 
agreeable  about  his  body,  or  was 
unfortunate  in  any  of  his  relations, 
and  that  thele  evils  were  repeatedly 
brought  forward  with  the  malicious 
intent  of  expofing  him  to  the  ridi¬ 
cule  of  the  world— would  any  man 
tell  him  that  in  cafes  of  that  fort 
truth  was  nor  rather  an  aggravation  i 
On  the  other  hand,  in  queftions  re¬ 
lating  to  public  men,  verity  with 
refpebl  to  public  meafures  ought  to 
be  held  a  complete  ju(l ideation  of 
the  libel,  ii  a  libel  it  could  be  called 
in  that  fituation.  He  conceived, 
therefore,  that  the  bell  way  would 
be  to  permit  every  defendant  to 
prove  the  truth  of  a  libel,  if  he 
thought  proper  ;  and  then  to  conii- 
der  what  effiebl  it  ought  to  have, 
whether  it  amounted  to  a  justifica¬ 
tion  or  otherwife,  and  to  let  it  affebl 
the  judgment  either  way  and  in 
proportion. 

There  were  turn  or  three  great 
fprings,  Mr,  Fox  faid,  upon  which 
the  conftitution  turned.  Fie  thought 
he  faw,  among  many  minuter  pieces 
of  political  mechanifm,  1 119  two  mod 
important  or  main  fprings  of  the 
conftitution;  viz.  the  repreientation 
of  the  people  through  the  medium 
of  that  houfe,  and  the  juridical  power 
of  the  people  through  the  medium 
of  juries:  and  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  if  even  the  other  parts  of  the 
fyftem  fell  into  diforder,  yet  ifthefe 
main  fprings  were  preferved  in  full 
vigour,  the  reft  might  he  repaired  f 
but  if  thefe  gave  way,  all  the  reft 
mull  fall  completely  to  deftrublion. 
The  right  of  the  trial  by  jury  could 
not  be  complete,  unlefs,  in  every  cri¬ 
minal  cafe  where  the  lavb  and  fabl 
were  mixed,  the  jury  w^ere  to  be  the 
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Judges,  and  unlefs  the  intention  was 
to  be  decided  by  the  jury,  and  not 
by  men  who  could  only  judge  by 
means  of  books,  and  many  fubtleties 
and v  cfiffinitions,  but  could  never 
find  out  the  heart  of  man,  and  diftin- 
guifh  between  his  aitions. 

Such  were  the  molt  important  ge¬ 
neral  arguments  urged  by  Mr.  Fox 
upon  this  occafion  ;  and  they  were 
ably  feconded  by  Mr,  Edkine. 
Among  a  variety  of  legal  and  poli¬ 
tical  arguments  dated  by  this  gen¬ 
tleman,  he  divided  libels  into  three 
claffes — i  ll,  thofe  which  were  fub- 
jeits  of  civil  aition  ;  -as  thofe  which 
§ffeited  lives,  property,  or  liberty, 
or  which  occafioned  any  adtual  da¬ 
mage — 2dly,  thofe  which  were  pu- 
nilhable  by  indidtment,  which  in¬ 
cluded  all  that  might  in  any  way 
dilturb  the  public  peace — and,  3dly, 
thofe  which  had  a  tendency  to  fow 
{edition.  The  law  of  libels  by  civil 
adtions  was  as  ancient  as  the  law  it- 
felf — Reputation  ought  to  be  fe- 
curedbylaw.  The  conllitution,  he 
obferved,  had  made  a  difference  her 
tween  civil  and  criminal  cafes.  A 
learned  judge  had  afferted,  that  they 
yvere  to  apply  the  fame  rules  in  both 
cafes.  But  in  order  to  {hew  the 
power  that  was  given  to  the  judges 
in  a  civil  cafe,  it  was  entered  upon 
the  record;  and  they  afterwards  were 
entitled,  if  it  fhould  not  meet  with 
their  approbation,  to  fet  aflde  the 
yerdiit  of  the  jury.  But  in  a  cri¬ 
minal  cafe,  though  it  was  dated 
upon  the  record,  it  was  neceffary  to 
afk  leave  of  the  people  ;  and  the 
jury,  if  they  pleafed,  might  throw 
out  the  bilk  Law  and  fadt,  Mr. 
Erfkine  fa  id,  were  kept  as  much 
afunderby  our  conllitution,  as  night 
and  day  in  the  fyffem  of  nature  : 
matters  of  property  were  wilely 
deemed  too  intricate  for  the  decifion 
of  a  jury  ;  but  crimes,  whofe  guilt 
confided  in  tlieir  intention,  were  pe¬ 


culiarly  fitted  for  their  confideration, 
and  could  only  properly  be  afcer- 
tained  by  their  verdiit.  In  cafes  of 
property,  a  new  trial  might  be 
moved  for  ;  but  if  the  jury  fhould 
acquit  a  criminal,  not  even  the  king 
could  afterwards  attaint  him. 

Mr,  Erfkine  dated,  that  by  the 
prefent  iyilem  of  things,  by  merely 
entering  the  word  literatim  upon  the 
record,  a  man  might  be  hanged  by 
tire  attorney-general  for  high  trea- 
fon.  In  fuch  an  exertSfe  ot  autho¬ 
rity  as  this,  he  laid,  there  was  an 
end  of  the  prGteilion  of  juries.  In 
the  prefent  way  of  treating  libels, 
the  judge  fays  to  the  jury — “  If 
you  find,  the  publication,  you  are 
bound  to  find  him  guilty ;  if  we 
find  him  not  guilty  of  a  libel,  there 
may  then  be  an  arred  ot  judgment/9 
But  lhauld  he,  as  ccmnfel  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  move  an  ai  red  of  judgment, 
upon  the  plea  that- there  was  no  li¬ 
bel,  the  judges  would  anfwer,  “  that 
the  jury  had  already  found  the  ma¬ 
licious  intention/’ — In  an  enlight¬ 
ened  age,  the  ablurditv  of  the  cafe 
was  adonilhing.  In  the  indance- of 
a  duel,  where  the  alternative  was 
that  the  individual  diould  be  ba- 
nifhed  from  fociety,  or  expofe  him- 
feif  to  the  hazard  of  taking  away 
the  life  of  another,  at  an  equal  rifle 
of  his  own,  the  crime  was  murder  9 
yet,  during  the  courfe  ot  his  expe¬ 
rience,  in  fuch  an  indance,  murder 
had  never  been  found.  It  was  how¬ 
ever  in  the  power  of  the  attorney- 
general  to  render  it  murder,  by  put¬ 
ting  literatim  on  the  record.  If  the 
defendant  fhall  appear  guilty  of  all 
thofe  fails  by  the  verdict,  he  mud  be 
found  guilty  ;  but  if  there  fliall  be 
afterwards  diicovered  to  have  ex- 
ided  no  malicious  intention,  judg¬ 
ment  might  be  arretted. 

The  attorney-general  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  per- 
Lilly  coincided  with  the  principle 
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of  what  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Erfkine 
had  dated  ;  but  objected  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  juftice,  as  it  might  feem  to 
convey  an  undeferved  cenfure  on 
the  exifting  courts.  On  their  re¬ 
commendation,  therefore,  Mr.  Fox 
confented  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  to  fubftitute  in  its  place  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  leave  to  bring  in  two  bills, 
one  “  to  remote  all  doubts  refpeft- 
ing  the  right  and  funftions  of  juries 
in  criminal  cafes,”  and  the  other 
“  to  explain  and  amend  the  aft  of 
the  ninth  year  of  queen  Anne,  c.  20, 
relative  to  quo  warrantos 

On  the  25th  of  May,  Mr.  Fox 
introduced  his  bill  concerning  the 
rights  of  juries,  and,  with  a  flight 
oppofition  from  the  legal  profeffion, 
it  completed  its  progrefs  through 
the  houfe  of  commons,  with  the  lofs 
of  its  preamble.  In  the  houfe  of 
lords,  however,  where  the  influence 
of  the  law  is  more  predominant,  it 
experienced  a  very  different  recep¬ 
tion.  It  was  on  the  8th  of  June 
that  the  fecond  reading  was  moved 
for  in  that  houfe,  when  it  met  with 
a  warm  oppofition  from  the  lord 
chancellor,  who  alleged  that  the 
purpofe  of  thofe  who  had  introduced 
the  bill  was  not  anfwered  by  it  as 
fully  as  they  wifhed  ;  and  laid,  that, 
confidering  the  ftate  of  the  feffion, 
and  the  great  importance  of  the 
bill,  he  fhould  move  that  the  bill 
fhould  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  that 
day  month. 

So  extraordinary  a  motion,- unfup- 
ported  by  any  Angle  objection  againft 
the  bill,  excited  the  aftonifhment  of 
earl  Stanhope.  His  lordfhip  faid,  it 
was  incumbent  on  that  houfe  to  pro- 
left  the  people  of  this  country  from 
fuch  arrogance,  fuch  ufurpation  as 
had  been  frequently  exercifed  by 
judges  in  their  conduft  towards  ju¬ 
ries.  The  quell  ion,  he  added,  was 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  this — 
Whether  they  were  to  have  a  trial 


by  jury,  or  a  jurifdiftion  as  deteftable 
as  the  ftar-chamber  itfelf?  Four 
points,  he  faid,  ought  to  be  decided 
by  the  jury — iff,  the  faft  of  publi¬ 
cation — 2d,  the  fenfe  of  the  thing 
publifhed — 3d,  the  law  which  made 
it  criminal — and,  4th,  the  criminal 
intention.  Criminal  intention,  he 
obferved,  confifled  of  two  parts— 
1  ft,  the  intention  of  publifhing  a 
thing — and,  2dly,  the  criminality  of 
the  thing  publifhed  ;  and  it  appeared 
to  his  lordfhip,  that  the  leaving  thefe 
points  to  be  decided  by  a  jury,  was 
what  conftituted  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  this  country  now,  and  at  the 
period  when  it  was  governed  by  a 
ftar-chamber  ;  between  this  country 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  and  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  where  tyranny  was  exercifed, 
and  defpotifm  prevailed. 

Lord  Camden  defended  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  hill  with  a  noble  fund  of 
eonflitutional  doftrine.  He  faid, 
after  the  bill  wa&  paffed,  the  law  of 
the  land  would  ftand  juft  where  it 
did  before.  A  jury,  he  afterted,  had 
a  right,  in  deciding  on  a  libel,  to 
judge  whether  it  was  criminal  or  not ; 
and  juries  not  only  poffefted  that 
right,  but  had  exercifed  it  in  various 
inftances.  With  regard  to  thofe 
papers  called  feditious  libels,  there 
had  been  various  opinions  ;  but  he 
conceived  that  the  principal  caufe 
of  complaint  refpefting  libels  had 
been  owing  to  the  directions  of  feme 
judges,  who  had  told  the  jury  that 
u  they  had  nothing  to  try  but  the 
publication  and  the  innuendoes 
and  this,  he  laid,  he  had  always 
thought  contrary  to  the  law  of  the 
land.  If  their  lordfhips  meant  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  fay  that  the  cafe 
of  libels  fhould  not  reft  with  the 
jury,  they  ought  to  fpeak  out,  and 
declare  that  it  ought  to  reft  with 
the  judges.  It  muft,  remain  either 
with  the  judges  or  the  jury;  at  pre- 
ient  he  conceived  it  was.  the  province 
6  of 
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of  the  jury.  The  licentioufnefs  of 
the  prefs,  his  lordfhip  faid,  was  an 
abomination  ;  they  felt  it  daily,  aud 
could  not  reprefs  it ;  but  the  reafon 
was,  becaufe  the  law  was  not  well 
underflood. 

Lord  Loughborough  declared 
himfelf  alfo  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill ;  but,  for  the  fatisfadlion 
of  others,  was  willing  to  give  way  to 
the  propofed  poflponement  of  it  to 
another  feffion. 

Lord  Grenville  concurred  with 
lord  Loughborough,  in  what  he  had 
faid  relative  to  the  propriety  of  pofl- 
poning  the  bill;  but  protelled  againfl 
__  the  idea  going  forth  that  admini- 
flration  were  hoflile  to  it,  or  un¬ 
friendly  to  the  rights  of  juries. 

The  bill  was  defended  in  a  very 
able  manner  by  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
downe.  His  lordfhip  obferved,  that 
upwards  of  twenty  years  ago,  a  bill 
of  the  fame  nature  was  introduced, 
which  was  negatived,  merely  on  the 
ground  that  the  law  then  flood  ex- 
adlly  as  the  bill  meant  to  eftablifh  it, 
and  therefore  the  bill  was  unnecef- 
fary.  He  remembered,  he  faid,  a 
time  when  profecutions  of  the  prefs 
were  extremely  frequent,  and  yet 
public  animadverfion  had  never  en¬ 
joyed  a  fuller  fcope  than  at  that  pe¬ 
riod.  The  marquis  conceived  it 
highly  juftifiable  to  canvas,  in  every 
form,  public  meafures  and  public 
men  ;  but  confeffed  that  the  licen¬ 
tioufnefs  of  the  prefs  had  been  carried 
to  a  mofl  fcandalous  excefs  in  at¬ 
tacking  private  character.  To  his 
certain  knowledge  too,  public  nego- 
ciationshad  more  than  once  fuffered 
from  publications  meddling  with 
fubjedls  of  which  the  authors  were 
completely  ignorant ;  or,  what  was 
worfe,  were  fet  on  by  mercantile 
men,  for  mercantile  purpofts.  He 
himfelf,  he  faid,  had  never  conde- 
fcended  to  commence  a  profecution 
for  a  libel.  He  declared  he  never 
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wifhed  to  fee  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
curtailed,  but  only  its  licentioufnefs; 
and  on  this  principle  was  a  friend  to 
the  bill,  becaufe  it  would  give  them 
a  diftindl  trial  by  jury.  If  the  whole 
power  was  lodged  in  a  jury,  and  if 
the  profecutor  could  expedl  no  fa¬ 
vour  from  the  great  man  on  the 
bench,  a  profecution  for  a  libel,  in- 
Head  of  being  confidered  as  mean, 
would  be  accounted  honourable, 
when  the  greatell  and  firft  men  in 
the  country  fubmitted  themfelves  to 
the  judgment  of  a  jury.  It  is  almoffc 
unneceffary,  after  what  we  have 
premifed*to  add  that  the  lord  chan-* 
cellor’s  motion  was  carried,  and  the 
bill  confequently  poilponed  to  a  fu¬ 
ture  feffion. 

In  our  preceding  volume  we  no¬ 
ticed  the  progrefs  which  had  been 
made  in  the  important  queftion  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  abolition  of  the  have 
trade.  Early  in  the  feffion  of  1791, 
Mr.  Wilberforce  gave  notice  of  an 
intended  motion  for  appointing  a 
committee  for  receiving  and  ex¬ 
amining  evidence  on  that  fubjedl  ; 
and  on  the  4th  of  February  he  fub¬ 
mitted  a  motion  to  that  effedl, 
which  was  oppofed  by  colonel 
Tarleton  and  others,  on  the  frivo¬ 
lous  ground  that  there  were  many 
other  objedls  on  which  we  might 
exercife  our  philanthropy ;  and 
which  was  ably  fupported  by  Mr. 
Burke,  on  the  principle  that  the  ar¬ 
gument  was  abfurd  ;  that,  becaufe 
there  were  feveral  aAs  of  charity  to 
be  performed,  we  ought  to  negle£l 
the  one  in  hand  ;  and  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  bell  mode  of  getting 
through  the  afts  of  charity  neceffary 
to  be  performed,  was  to  bring  that 
lirft  to  an  end  which  was  begun. — - 
After  a  fhort  debate,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilberforce  for  a  committee 
above  flairs  was  put  and  carried. 

It  was  not  however  till  the  1 8th. 
of  April,  that  the  bufinefs  was  in 
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fuch  a  degree  of  forwardnefs  as  to 
enable  Mr.  Wilberforce  to  prefs  for 
the  abolition.  On  that  day  he 
opened  the  debate  with  a  moll  co¬ 
pious  difplay  of  the  leading  argu¬ 
ments  in  favour  of  that  meafure. 
The  firft  point  to  which  he  di reefed 
the  attention  of  the  committee,  was 
the  manner  in  which  Haves  were  ob¬ 
tained  on  the  coall  of  Africa.  This 
vaft  country,  he  obferved,  was  di¬ 
vided  into  diltrids  of  different  fixes, 
fome  governed  by  kings,  and  others, 
and  thofe  the  greater  part,  by  elders. 
J  he  hate  o&  civilization  was  in  ge¬ 
neral  very  imperfed,  their  notions 
of  morality  extremely,  rude.  It  was 
natural,  therefore,  that  when  the 
kings  or  chieftains  were  tempted  by 
the  preffing  felicitations  of  appetite 
to  ads  of  irtj uft ice  and  opprelfion, 
they  would  not  be  flow  m  the  com¬ 
mit  $on  of  them.  This  maxim, 
founded  on  the  pn'nciples  of  human 
nature,  accorded  with  the  moll  au¬ 
thentic  accounts.  To  begin  with 
the  river  Senegal  :  captain  Wilfon 
and  captain  Hills  of  the  navy,  and 
Mr.  Dafrymple  of  the  land  fervice, 
being  at  Goree,  had  an  opportunity 
of  making  obfervations  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Have  fhips, 
armed  parties  were  regularly  fent 
out  in  the  evening,  who  fcoured  the 
country,  and  brought  in  their  prey 
in  the  night :  thefe  wretched  victims 
were  to  be  feen,  bound  back  to  back, 
in  the  huts  on  the  fhore ;  whence 
they  were  conveyed,  tied  hand  and 
foot,  on  board  the  (lave  fhips.  The 
object  of  thefe  depredations  was  con¬ 
firmed,  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the 
fad,  that  when  the  Have  trade  was 
flopped,  thefe  expeditions  alfo  ceafcd. 
This  reprefentation,  he  obferved, 
was  confirmed  by  feveral  other  wit- 
neffes  ;  who  added,  that  thefe  ra¬ 
vages,  excited  by  prefents  of  brandy, 
gunpowder,  &c.  were  not  only  ear¬ 
ned  on  by  one  community  again# 
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another,  but  the  kings  were  ftimix-* 
lated  to  commit  them,  in  their  own 
territories,  on  their  own  fubjeds. 
Individuals  alfo  were  kidnapped 
whilft  in  their  fields  and  in  their 
gardens.  There  was  a  univerfal  fen- 
timent  or  diftruft  and  apprehenfion. 

On  tide  windward  coaff,  by  the 
evidence  of  lieutenant  Stoiy  and 
Mr.  33  rewman,  they  would  find  all 
the  fore-mentioned  evils  exifting,  if 
po  ruble,  in  a  fill  higher  degree. 
I  hey  would  fee  the  remains  of  vil¬ 
lages  which  had  been  burnt,  whilft 
the  fields  of  corn  were  Hill  Handing 
befide  them.  Here  an  agent  was 
fent  to  eltablifh  a  fettlcment  in  the 
interior  country ;  and  his  inftruclions 
from  bis  employers  were,  “  to  en¬ 
courage  the  chieftains,  by  brandy 
and  gunpowder,  to  go  to  war,  and 
make  Haves. ”  Mr.  How,  a  botanift 
in  the-  fervice  of  government,  gave 
in  evidence,  that,  on  the  arrival  of 
an  order  for  Haves  from  Cape  Coaft 
Caftle,  the  native  chief  immediately 
fent  forth  his  armed  parties,  who 
in  the  night  brought  in  a  fupply  of 
all  deferiptions.  When  captain 
Hills  was  in  the  river  Gambia,  hap¬ 
pening  to  mention  to  the  black  pilot 
that  he  wanted  a  cabin-boy,  the 
pilot  told  him  he  might  foon  obtain 
one  ;  and  accordingly,  fome  youths 
being  on  the  ftiore  with  vegetables  to 
fell,  he  beckoned  them  on  board, 
and  at  the  fame  time  intimated  that 
he  might  then  take  his  choice. 
When  captain  Hills  rejected  the 
propofal  with  indignation,  the  pilot 
feemed  perfectly  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  his  warmth,  and  dryly  obferved, 
that  Have  captains  would  not  have 
been  fo  fcrupulous.  When  general 
Rooke  commanded  at  Goree,  a 
number  of  the  natives,  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty,  men,  women,  and 
children,  came  to  pay  him  a  friendly 
vifit.  All  was  gaiety  and  merri¬ 
ments  It  was  a  feene  to  gladden 
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\he  fad  deft,  and  foften  the  hardeft 
heart.  But  a  (lave  captain  is  not 
fo  foot)  put  off  his  guard.  Three 
Englifh  barbarians  of  this  de- 
fcription  preferred  it  as  their  joint 
tequeft  to  general  Rooke,  to  feize 
the  whole  unfufpedling  multitude  ; 
alleging  the  precedent  of  a  former 
governor,  who  in  a  ftmilar  cafe  had 
con  fen  ted  I 

The  ufual  proportion  of  children, 
he  laid,  on  board  the  have  (hips,  was 
one  third  of  the  whole  cargo,  fcarcely 
ever  Ids  than  one  fourth.  The  only- 
legal  way  in  whicli  children  could  be 
brought  into  that  fituation,  was  by 
whole  families  being  fold,  when  the 
principals  were  condemned  for  witch¬ 
craft  :  but  this,  by  the  evidence  of 
their  opponents,  was  not  often  the 
cafe  ;  and,  confequently,  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  them  were  obtained  by  kid¬ 
napping,  which  was  indeed  con-' 
firmed  by  the  teftimony  of  refpedt- 
able  wjtneffcs.  On  the  llav£  coaft, 
even  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 
was  converted  into  an  engine  of  cru¬ 
elty.  Crimes  were  fabricated,  falfe 
accufations  reforted  to,  and  men 
employed  to  fednee  unwary  perfons 
into  the  comzniffion  of  crimes,  with 
t  view  to  the  convidion  and  fale  of 
the  culprit. 

Another  effed  of  this  trade  was, 
that  it  corrupted  the  moral  principle 
ff  thofe  who  carried  it  on.  Every 
poflible  fraud  was  employed  to  dt- 
eeive  the  ignorance  of  the  natives, 
t)y  falle  weights  and  meafures,  adul- 
terated  commodities,  &c.  Such  in¬ 
deed  was  the  opinion  the  natives  en- 
:crtained:  .of  the  flave  /hips,  that  it 
iad  been  given  in  evidence  by  many 
'efpedable  commanders  in  the  navy, 
hat  when  the  fhips  of  war  appeared 

the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  people  were 
0  apprehenfive  of  being  kidnapped, 
hat  they  could  not  be  perfuaded  to 
'ome  on  board,  till  they  were  con¬ 


vinced  that  the  veffels  were  not  of 
tiie  former  description.  • 

“  But/’  continued  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  “  let  us  withdraw  from  this 
disgraceful  feene,  and,  in  the  words 
of  an  emphatic&I  writer,  turn  our  eyes 
jor  r c It ej  to  feme  ordinary  rojickednefs . 
But,  alas !  no  fuch  relief  is  yet  to 
be  enjoyed-1 — a  ftill  more  dreadful 
feene  is  to  fncceed.  Let  us  repre- 
lent  to  ourfelves  a  veffel,  in  a  fultry 
climate,  heaped  to  the  very  brim 
with  thefe  unhappy  people,  ton? 
from  their  homes  in  the  manner  I 
have  deferibed,  and  ignorant  whither 
they  are  going.” — He  proceeded  to 
ftate,  that  even  in  the  year  1788, 
when  the  friends  of  humanity  were 
agitating  the  fubje&  with  in  .  thofe 
walls,  all  the  mi  fiery,  all  the  com¬ 
panion,  dl  the  defpair,  all  the  infa¬ 
ncy  which  on  a  former  oceaiion  he 
had  brought  into  their  view,  were 
a  (dually  going  forward  in  the  flave 
fhips  ;  and  it  appeared  upon  the 
evidence,  that  feveral  of  thefe 
wretches  voluntarily  threw  them- 
Rives  into  the  fea,  and,  before  they 
expired,  ffiewed  figns  of  exultation 
that  they  had  efcaped.  A  veffel  of 
a  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  com¬ 
manded  by  captain  Knox,  carried 
two  hundred  and  ninety  flaves,  and 
forty-three  other  perfons  :  the  flaves 
had  not  room  to  lie  on  their  backs, 
and  yet  captain  Knox  had  declared, 

“  they  ilept  tolerably  comfortable  !’* 
Another  veffel  of  'a  hundred  and 
eight  tons  carried  four  hundred  and 
fifty  flaves ;  and  a  third,  of  a  him- 
dred  and  fifty  tons,  fix  hundred, 
hie  next  adverted  to  the  inftance  of 
an  African  captain;  who,  on  a  flave 
refilling  to  eat,  had  ordered  Lot  cosh- 
to  beheld  to  his  mouth,  till  he  con¬ 
sented  to  take  food.  Mr*  Wilber- * 
force  fpoke  of  the  favourable  cha¬ 
racter  which  many  creditable  wit- 
neffes  had  given  of  the  natives  of 
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Africa  ;  of  their  ingenuity,  tra&a- 
hlenefs,  cheerfulnefs,  hofpitality,  and 
every  quality  that  evinced  them  to 
be  fitted  for  civilized  life.  To  fup- 
pofe  them  an  inferior  fpecies,  and 
the  peculiar  objedls  of  the  divine 
vengeance,  he  termed  a  grofs  and 
impious  blafpnemy. 

Confidering  the  trade  in  this  one 
light,  as  entailing  fuch  complicated 
mifery  on  the  continent  of  Africa,  no 
petty,  dubious  in  ter  eft  could  be 
ftated  as  a  fufficient  plea  to  refill  the 
abolition.  He  however  had  little 
doubt  but  he  fliould  be  able  to  prove, 
that,  inftead  of  being  ultimately  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  Weft  India  iflands, 
the  abolition  of  the  trade  would  in 
reality  be  beneficial  to  them.  He 
would  not  detain  the  committee 
with  arguing  againft  the  bringing 
of  new  lands  into  cultivation,  by 
ire  ill  importations  of  African  flaves, 
ft  nee,  apart  from  every  conhderation 
of  juftice  and  humanity,  the  impo¬ 
licy  of  the  meafure  was  fufficiently 
clear.  Jf  they  but  attended  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Woolrich,  and  con- 
fidered  the  dreadful  mortality  that 
attended  the  opening  of  new  lands, 
they  would  be  convinced  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  flow  but  fure 
progrefs  of  cultivation  carried  on 
in  the.  natural  way,  and  the  attempt 
to  force  improvements.  He  might 
even  appeal  to  the  enormous  fum, 
faid  by  the  Weft  Indians  themfelves 
to  amount  to  more  than  2G,ooo,oool. 
owing  to  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

The  grand  bafis  on  which  were 
refted  all  the  arguments  of  thofe  who 
apprehended  that  the  abolition  might 
prove  injurious  to  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  he  apprehended  to  be,  that 
the  (lock  of  flaves  now  in  the  iflands 
could  not  be  kept  up  by  propaga¬ 
tion.  In  diredl  refutation  of  this 
pofttion,  he  fhould  prove — -ift,  that, 


in  the  condition  and  treatment  of 
the  negroes,  there  were  caufes  fuf¬ 
ficient  to  afford  us  reafon  to  ex- 
ped  a  confiderable  decreafe — zdly, 
that  this  decreafe,  notwithftajiding 
the  difadvantages  alluded  to,  was 
not  fo  great  in  fad  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pedited  :  nay,  he  might  now  almoft 
venture  to  fay,  that  in  moft  parts  it 
had  actually  ceafed.  He  wifhed  to 
treat  the  gentlemen  of  the  Weft 
India  iflands  with  all  poffible  can¬ 
dour  :  but  there  were  fome  evils  ne- 
ceffarily  conneded  with  a  fyftem  of 
flavery.  Above  all,  the  ftate  of  de¬ 
gradation  to  which  they  were  re¬ 
duced,  deferved  to  be  noticed,  fmee 
it  produced  an  utter  inattention  to 
them  as  moral  agents.  They  were 
kept  to  work  under  the  whip  like 
cattle,  left  totally  ignorant  of  both 
religion  and  mobility,  without  any 
regular  fyftem  of  marriage  among 
them ;  and,  confequently,  promif- 
cuous  intercourfe,  early  preftitution, 
and  exceffive  drinking,  proved  ma¬ 
terial  caufes  of  their  decreafe. 

Whatever  might  have  been  faid 
to  the  contrary,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
obferved,  that  it  was  plain  from  th<* 
evidence  that  the  flaves  had  not  been 
under  the  protection  of  the  law. 
Colonial  ftatutes  had  indeed  been 
paffed,  but  they  were  a  mere  dead 
letter  ;  fince,  however  ill  treated, 
tne  flaves  had  not  been  coniidered 
as  having  a  right  to  any  redrefs. 
An  inftance  of  aftonifhing  cruelty 
appeared  in  the  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Rofs,  as  committed  by  a  Jew  ;  but, 
though  a  matter  of  notoriety,  it 
does  not  feem  to  have  entered  into 
the  contemplation  of  ^ny  perfon  to 
call  him  to  £  legal  account.  Some 
in  fiances  hac  indeed  occurred  very 
lately ,  of  convidions  ;  one  of  which 
was,  for  a  nailer  having  cut  the 
mouth  of  a  crild  from  ear  to  ear: 
when  the  verdd  of  the  jury  evinced,! 
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tuat  the  doClrine  of  calling  mailers 
to  account  was  entirely  fiovel,  as  it 

only  pronounced  him  “  Guilty _ 

fubjeCt  to  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
if  immoderate  correction  of  a  (lave 
by  his  mailer  be  a  crime  indict¬ 
able.”  The  court  determined  in 
the  affirmative  ;  and,  for  this  hor¬ 
rid  a&  of  cruelty,  the  mailer  was 
lined  twenty-five  Ihillings ! 

In  point  of  medical  care,  the 
ilaves  were  but  in  a  bad  fituation  ; 
and,  from  pofitive  evidence,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  they  were  in  general 
underfed.  They  were  ufually  fup- 
portea  partly  by  their  own  ground, 
partly  by  an  allowance'  from  their 
mailer  of  flour  or  grain.  In  one 
lfland,  where  provifion  ground  does 
not  anfwer  one  year  in  three,  the 
allowance  was  from  five  to  nine 
pints  of  grain  a  week  :  in  Domi¬ 
nica,  from  lix  to  feven  quarts :  and 
m  St.  Chriftopher’s,  where  there 
was  no  provifion  ground,  the  allow¬ 
ance  was  but  eleven  pints.  The  ca¬ 
pital  caufe  of  the  decreafe  of  the 
negroes  was,  however,  the  non-refi- 
dence  of  the  planters  :  fir  George 
Young,  and  many  others,  had  feen 
the  Haves  treated  in  Inch  a  manner 
as  they  were  lure  their  owners  would 
have  refented,  had  it  been  known 
to  them.  The  faCl  was,  that  ma¬ 
nagers  fought  to  eftabliffi  their 
ffiara&ers  by  producing  large 
-tops,  not  con fi during  how  far  the 
Slaves  might  fuller  from  ill  treat¬ 
ment  and  exceffive  labour.  He  ob¬ 
served,  that  in  fome  iflands  the  fine 
tor  the  wilful  murder  of  a  Have 
ftas  180I.  and  in  Barbadoes,  only 
*  5  !• 

Againll  the  argument,  that  the 
condition  of  flavcs  was  much  pre- 
erable  to  that  of  free  negroes,  in 
■he  Weft  Indies,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
mted  the  well-known  faCl,  that 
j  en.  a  have,  by  hard  labour,  and 
he  indulgence  of  a  kind  mailer, 
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had  faved  a  fum  of  money,  the  firft 
ufe  that  he  made  of  it  was,  to  pur- 
chafe  the  rele^fe  from  this  fituation 
of  fuperior  happinefs,  by  the  facri- 
fice  ol  his  laft  (hilling.  The  greatelt 
boon  too  with  which  a  mailer  re¬ 
warded  the  long  and  faithful  fervices 
of  a  Have,  was  freedom.  He  would, 
not  lb  calumniate  the  Weft  Indians, 
as  to  fuppofe  that  they  only  meant 
to  mock  thefe  poor  people  with  a 
real  evil,  for  an  imaginary  good. 
Captain  Wilfon,  he  remarked,  af- 
fures  us,  that  the  funerals,  which  in 
Africa  are  attended  with  lamenta¬ 
tions,  in  the  Weft  Indies  are  ac¬ 
companied  with  every  mark  of  ex¬ 
ultation  and  joy.  Thus,  he  milled, 
he  had  made  good  his  firft  propo- 
fition,  that  the  caufes  of  decreafe 
were  fo  many  and  fo  great,  that  a 
very  conliderable  decreale  might  be 
expedited. 

_  He  would  now  proceed  to  fulfil 
his  lecond  propofition,  and  bring 
forth  fiicli  faCts  as  would  ferve  to 
prove,  that  in  cafe  of  the  abolition, 
a  very  confiderable,  increafe  might 
be  expeCted.  The  teftimony  of  his 
opponents,,  he  faid,  furnifhed  him 
with  fufficient  examples  to  prove 
that  wherever  the  Haves  were  well 
treated,  there  was  uniformly  an  in- 
-creafe  in  numbers  :  this  he  inftanced 
by  referring  to  the  evidence  for  a 
number  of  faCts,  and  (hewed  that  in 
America,  in  Bencoolen,  in  St,  Vin¬ 
cent  and  Jamaica,  they  had  always 
very  rapidly  increafed  under  tolerably 
favourable  circumftances, 

Mr.  Wilberlotce  next  proceeded 
to  remark  on  the  apprehended  con- 
fcquences  of  the  abolition,  in  other 
views.  With  refpeCt  to  the  lofs  of 
feamen  which  the  nation  fuftained 
by  this  pernicious  trade — it  ap¬ 
peared,  by  the  Liverpool  and  Briftol 
m after- rolls,  that  in  350  Have  Hiips, 
having  on  board  12,263  perfons, 
2>£>43  wei“e  loft  in  twelve  months ; 

whereas. 
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whereas,  in  46  2  WeR-lndiamen, 
having  cn  board  7,' 40  peiions, 

1  1  g  only  were  loft..  He  remarked 
the  ill  effedls  of  the  Have  trade 
on  both  the  phyfical  and  moral  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  feamen,  who,  after  they 
had  ferved  on  board  a  Have  (hip, 
were  feldom  thought  fit  for  any 
other  ftrvice.  He  related  a  fadt 
of  a  veflel  ftranded  on  the  Moran  t 
Keys,  near  Jamaica — The  crew 
laved  themfelves  in  the  boats,  and 
left  the  unhappy  negroes  in  irons ; 
nay,  afterwards, when  the  poor  Haves 
had  freed  themfelves  from  their  fet¬ 
ters,  and  fwam  upon  raft3,  &c.  to 
the  ifland  where  the  whites  were, 
thefe  latter,  apprehensive  of  their 
' confirming  their  provifions,  &c. 
murdered  them  as  they  landed,  to 
the  number  of  four  hundred.  He 
noticed  alfo  the  well-known  account 
of  captain  Collingwood ;  and  the 
treatment  of  what  are  called  lefme 
Haves,  that  is,  thofe  who  were  lick, 
and  who  are  fometimes  fold  as  low 
as  a  dollar.  He  adverted  to  the 
numbers  who  loft  their  lives  on  the 
coalt  of  Africa,  in  the  molt  (hock¬ 
ing  manner  S  lo  that  in  one  year,' 
no  lefs'than  fix  fiiips  were  cut  off, 
and  the  crews  maflacred  by  the  na¬ 
tives  ;  and  concluded,  that  “  the 
hiitory  of  this  commerce  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  characters  of  blood.” 

With  refped  to  the  effeds  of  the 
abolition  on  the  commerce  of  cer¬ 
tain  places— he  remarked,  that  the 
Have  trade  conftituted  only  one 
thirtieth  of  the  commerce  of  Liver¬ 
pool ;  and  the  delegates  from  that 
'  place  had  declared  at  the  bar,  that 
they  could  not  carry  on  the  ttadc 
under  the  reffridions  or  the  late  bill 
•  proportioning  the  numbers  to  the 
'  tonnage.  Of  the  commerce  of  Bhf- 
,  to),  the  Have -trade  conftituted  a  ft  ill 
fmaller  proportion.  1  he  trade, ;  he 
'  faid,  was  a  lottery,  profitable  indeed 
to  feme  individuals,  but  a  lofing 


trade  on  the  whole.  The 
fadures  exported  to  Africa  amount* 
ed  annually  to  the  value  of  about 
400,000  1.  This  lofs  he  confiderel 
as  a  mere  trifle. 

The  abolition  of  the  Have  trade, 
he  proceeded  to  fhew,  was  the  only 
means  of  amending  the  treatment 
and  condition  of  flaves  in  the  colo¬ 
nies.  Any  mode  of  regulating  the 
treatment  by  pofttive  laws  in  favour 
of  the  Haves,  he  confidered  not  only 
as  inefficacious,  but  unfafe.  If  the 
negroes  were  once  raifed  to  the  rank 
of  moral  agents,  they  would  per¬ 
ceive  that  they  ha  &  rights*  To  give 
them  a  power  of  appealing  to  laws, 
would  awaken  them  to  a  fenfe  of 
the  dignity  of  their  nature  :  the 
firft  return  to  life,  after  a  fwoon,  is 
commonly  a  eonvuliion,  dangerous 
at  once  to  the  party  himfelf,  and  to 
all  around  him;  Sufcb,  in  the  cafe  of 
flaves,  he  feared  might  be  the  confe- 
qnence  of  the  fudden  communication 
of  the  coufcioufn'efs  of  civil  rights. 
It  was  therefore  bell  and  lafeft  to 
•  render  it  indifpenfiably  neceffary  to 
'  the  planters  to  take  care  of  theft 
Haves,  and  to  pfovide  lor  their  m- 
creafe  by  good  treatment. 

Mr.  Wilber  force  concluded  with 
rroticing  the  beneficial  effects  that 
might  refult  from  a  fair  and  oper 
commerce  with  Africa,-  Which  wan 


capable  of  producing  the  moft  de 
fintble  commodities.  The  Have  trad< 


did  not  deferve  the  name  of  com 
merce.  He  faid,  let  the  fate  of  hi 
motion  be  what  it  might,  he  was  fa 
tisfied  of  one  thing,  which  was 
that  u  the  public  had  already  abb 
liffied  the  Have  trade.”  Supports 
by  this  confideration,  he  ffioiff 
continue  to  perfevere,'  and  worn- 
never  abandon  the  objett  till  he  na 
accompliflied  it.  He  conclude 
with  moving- — “  That  the  chau 
man  be  inftru&ed  to  move  for  kav 

to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  t 

furtb 
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further  importation  of  African  ne¬ 
groes  into  the  Britifh  colonies,” 
Among  the  moil  able  oppofers  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  were 
fir  William  Young  and  lord  Shef¬ 
field.  It  was  alfo  refilled  by  colonel 
Tarleton,  alderman  Watfon,  Mr. 
Drake,  colonel  Phipps,  and  others. 
The  arguments  of  thefe  gentlemen 
chiefly  confilled  in  denying  or  de¬ 
preciating  the  evidence  which  had 
been  offered  in  favour  of  the  aboli¬ 
tion,  which  they  aflerted  was  in  part 
fallacious,  and  in  part  exaggerated. 
The  nations  of  Africa  they  repre- 
fented  as  in  a  Hate  of  barbarifm, 
and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the 
Have  trade  rather  prevented  than 
promoted  the  lofs  of  human  life, 
lince  thefe  nations  were  all  in  habits 
of  putting  to  death  their  prifoners 
of  war.  They  remarked  that  the 
ftrong  and  prevailing  principle  of 
ftif-intereft  bound  the  planters  to 
take  care  of  their  flaves.  They 
urged  the  faith  of  parliament  fo  fre  - 
piently  pledged  to  the  Well  India 
slanters  and  traders ;  pleaded  the 
mmenfity  of  their  debts,  and  the 
langer  that  a  precipitate  abolition 
night  draw  their  creditors  upon 
hem.  Many  fadls  and  ftatements 
vere  adduced,  to  prove  that  the  de- 
ireafe  of  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies 
vas  fuch  as  to  require  a  conllant 
iipply  from  the  coalt  of  Africa ;  and 
:ven  the  refolutions  propofed  by  Mr. 
Yilberforce  on  a  former  occafion 
k^ere  referred  to,  to  fhew  that  fuch 
iad  formerly  been  his  opinion.  The 
Save  trade,  it  was  urged,  employed 
number  of  feamen,  who  were  ready 
a  fupply  on  occafion  the  neceffities 
f  the  navy.  The  lofs  of  feamen  in 
uat  trade  feldom  exceeded  five  out 
f  a  hundred,  whereas  the  lofs  in 
"giments  lent  to  the  Weft  Indies 
ud  America  generally  amounted  to 
tore  than  ten  put  of  a  hundred, 
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The  exports  to  Africa  were  efti- 
mated  by  the  fupporters  of  the  trade 
at  8oo,oool.  per  annum  ;  and  to 
this  we  might  add  the  Weft  India 
trade,  which  they  aflerted  mufl  fuffer 
by  the  abolition,  the  exports  and 
imports  of  which  amounted  to  up¬ 
wards  of  fix  millions  per  annum. 
All  this  they  conceived  to  be  at  flake 
on  the  queltion  of  abolition ;  and  our 
Newfoundland  trade  mull  alfo  fuffer. 

It  was  aflerted,  that  if  the  vote  of 
that  evening  were  to  pafs,  we  fhould 
only  abandon  the  trade,  we  fhould 
not  abolifh  it.  Every  nation  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  even  the  Hates  of  America, 
were  endeavouring  to  force  a  trade 
with  Africa.  The  report  of  M. 
Barnave,  in  the  national  affembly  of 
France,  which  we  noticed  in  a  pre¬ 
ceding  chapter,  was  referred  to, 
and  was  confidered,  as  a  fandtion 
from  that  body  to  the  trade.  The 
opening  of  a  free  trade  with  Africa 
was  confidered  as  a  vifionary  project, 
and  never  likely  to  be  profitable. 

Even  the  right  of  Great  Britain 
to  bind  the  colonies  by  fuch  an  adt 
as  that  which  was  propofed  was 
doubted.  It  was  infinuated  that  we 
might  for  ever  offend,  and  perhaps 
alienate  the  Weft  India  iflands,  The 
leaft  confequences  that  could  be  ap¬ 
prehended  were  infurredlions  among 
the  negroes  in  the  iflands.  The 
ftigma  which  fuch  a  vote  would  fix 
on  the  traffic,  would,  it  was  aflerted, 
render  the  flaves  in  the  plantations 
diflatisfied  with  a  ftate  of  flavery  it- 
felf ;  and  a  late  infurredlion  in  Do¬ 
minica  was.  attributed  wholly  to  the 
agitation  of  the  queftion  in  England. 

The  meafure,  it  was  alleged,  was 
not  likely  to  anfwer  the  very  end 
which  was  propofed  by  the  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  abolition,  fince  the 
want  of  hands,  which  the  lloppage 
of  the  importation  would  occafion, 
would  be  an  inducement  to  the 
M  planter 
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planter  to  work  tliofe  who  remained 
proport ionably  harder  ;  and  this  la¬ 
bour  increafed  from  year  toyear 
mull  finally  prove  the  deftru&ion  of 
the  negroes,  and  confequently  of 
the  planter  himfelf. 

In  reply  to  thefe  arguments,  the 
caufe  of  the  abolition  was  very  ably 
fupported  by  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  W . 
Smith,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  Mr  Fox.  Several  well- 
authenticated  inllances  of  the  mod 
blocking  cruelties  were  Hated.  It 
was  evinced,  that  in  the  Weft  India 
iflands  there  was  no  law  to  the 
blacks  ;  that  the  punifhments  in- 
fiided  upon  them  were  of  the  moll 
horrid  kind,  fuch  as  flogging  to 
death,  and  gibbeting  alive  ;  but  that 
the  moft  atrocious  murders  by  the 
whites  efcaped  unpunilhed.  That 
fo  little  attention  was  paid  to  popu¬ 
lation,  that  even  when  children  were 
produced,  the  planters  would  rather 
give  them  away  than  be  at  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  rearing  them.  That  fo  little 
care  was  taken  of  infants,  that  the 
women  Haves  deemed  it  a  misfortune 
to  have  children  ;  and  that  it  was  a 
maxim  among  the  overfeers,  “  that 
it  was  cheaper  to  buy  African  flaves 
than  to  breed,  as  they  loft  fo  much 
of  the  mother’s  work  during  in¬ 
fancy.” 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  pre- 
fent  was  not  a  mere  queftion  of  ieel- 
Sng  ;  it  was  not  for  the  purpoie  of 
exercifing  humanity,  that  the  aboli¬ 
tion  was  prefled  upon  the  committee. 
The  main  argument  was,  that  the 
{lave  trade  was  founded  in  injuftice. 
4<  It  is  therefore,”  faid  he,  “  fuch  a 
trade  as  it  is  impoftible  for  me  to 
fupport,  unlefs  gentlemen  will  in  the 
firft  place  prove  that  there  are  no 
laws  of  morality  binding  upon  na¬ 
tions,  and  that  it  is  no  duty  of  a  le- 
g  ill  at  ure  to  reftrain  its  fubjedls  from 
invading  the  happinefs  of  other  coun¬ 


tries,  and  from  violating  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  juftice.,, 

He  took  a  very  ample  view  ofthq 
probable  confeauences  of  the  aboli¬ 
tion  to  the  Weft  India  iflands  ; — 
though  he  trufted  “  that  no  fmall 
or  temporary  difadvantage  to  the 
plantations,  no  flight  degree  of  ex¬ 
pediency,  no  trifling  balance  of  pro¬ 
fit,  would  determine  any  gentleman 
in  the  prefent  queftion.  The  Have 
trade  was  an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude, 
that  there  muft  be  one  common 
wifh  in  the  committee  at  once  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  if  there  was  no 
very  great  and  ferious  obftacle.” 

Taking  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  as 
the  ftandard  of  his  calculations,  as 
it  in  reality  contained  more  than 
half  of  the  flaves  in  the  whole  Weft 
Indies,  he  proceeded  to  fliew  that 
the  population  might  be  fufficiently 
fupported  without  frefh  importations 
from  Africa.  He  obferved,  that  in 
the  twenty  years  ending  in  1788, 
the  annual  lots  of  flaves  (that  is,  the 
excels  of  deaths  above  the  births) 
was  in  Jamaica  about  one  in  a  hun¬ 
dred.  In  preceding  periods  this  lofs 
was  greater,  and  had  gradually  di¬ 
minished.  A  peculiar  calamity  had 
during  that  period  fwept  away 
15,000  at  once  ;  and  of  the  morta¬ 
lity  which  now  took  place,  an  im- 
menfe  proportion  confifted  of  the 
new  negroes  who  died  in»feafoning. 
From  thefe  premifes  therefore  it  was 
fair  to  conclude,  as  the  decreafe 
every  year  grew  left  and  lefs,  that  in 
future,  fliould  the  abolition  take 
place,  it  would  be  very  trifling  in¬ 
deed.  Added  to  thefe  reafons,  it 
was  evident,  that  when  the  im*1 
portation  ceafed,  that  difproportion 
between  the  fexes  (the  males  im¬ 
ported  being  much  more  numerous 
than  the  females),  which  was  one  of 
the  chief  obftacles  to  population, 
would  be  removed  j  and  the  planters 
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Ending  fo  near  and  urgent  an  inte- 
rell  in  promoting  population,  every 
means  to  that  end  would  be  em¬ 
ployed,  and  a  new  fyftem  of  happi- 
nefs  and  profperity  would  be  efta* 
blilhed  in  the  iilands. 

After  thefe  remarks,  Mr  Pitt 
proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the 
other  Hands.  In  Barbadoes,  he 
faid,  the  population  appeared  rather 
on  the  increafe.  In  St.  Kitts  the 
decreafe  for  fourteen  years  had  not 
been  one  per  cent.  In  Antigua,  but 
for  a  particular  calamity,  the  de¬ 
creafe  would  have  been  almolt  no¬ 
thing.  In  Nevis  and  Montferrat 
there  was  little  or  no  difproportion 
of  fexes.  In  Dominica  there  was 
an  increafe  of  the  births  above  the 
deaths.  From  all  this  he  concluded, 
that  there  was  no  ferious  ground  of 
alarm  to  the  Weft  Indies  from  the 
immediate  abolition  of  the  trade. 

The  reafonings  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  were  flrongly-en- 
.  forced  by  the  energetic  eloquence 
of  Mr.  Fox.  He  faid,  that  having 
received  evidence,  having  had  the 
fadls  undeniably  eftabliftied,  know¬ 
ing  in  fhort  what  the  Have  trade 
was,  if  they  did  not  by  the  vote  of 
that  night  mark  their  abhorrence  of 
a  practice  fo  enormous,  fo  repug¬ 
nant  to  all  laws  human  and  divine, 
it  would  be  more  fcandalous  and  more 
defaming  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
than  any  vote  the  houfe  of  commons 
had  ever  given.  It  would  in  fa£t 
be  giving  a  parliamentary  fan&ion 
to  rapine,  robbery,  and  murder. 

If  the  population  of  the  iilands 
"was  not  on  the  increafe,  he  proved 
it  muft  entirely  arife  from  the  errors 
and  negligence  of  the  planters  them- 
felves.  The  climate  was  declared 
to  be  remarkably  congenial  to  the 
negroes,  fo  much  fo,  that  this  cir- 
Oumftance  had  been  actually  pleaded 
in  favour  of  the  Have  trade.  Why 
then  ftiould  they  not  breed  ?  It 
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was  merely  becaufe  the  Weft  India 
planters  thought  it  more  convenient, 
or  more  cheap,  to  buy  them.  What 
then  was  the  purpofe  for  which  this 
accurfed  and  horrid  trade  was  kept 
up  ?  The  purpofe  was  this — to 
give  the  planters  an  opportunity  of 
deftroying  the  negroes  on  their 
plantations  as  fall  as  they  pleafed. 

Mr.  Fox  adverted  to  the  means 
of  obtaining  Haves,  and  particularly 
that  mode  in  which  the  Have  dealers 
wilhed  us  to  believe  they  were  ufual- 
ly  obtained,  viz.  by  the  banilhment 
of  criminals*  The  Have  trade  in 
this  view,  he  obferved,  was  kept  up 
by  us  on  a  fort  of  friendly  princi¬ 
ple,  and  as  a  neceffary  part  of  the 
police  of  Africa.  The  chief  crimes 
which  produced  convictions  were 
alleged  to  be  adultery  and  witch¬ 
craft.  Was  adultery  then  a  crime, 
that  we  need  to  go  to  Africa  to 
punifh  ?  Or,  in  the  cafe  of  witch¬ 
craft,  was  it  the  part  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  nation,  inftead  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  difpel  the  ignorance  of 
thefe  poor  people,  to  lend  them- 
felves  to  their  fuperftition,  and  be¬ 
come  the  inftruments  of  their  blind 
vengeance  ? 

To  the  inftances  of  barbarity  nar¬ 
rated  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Fox  added 
two  others.  In  one  of  the  French 
iilands  a  poor  negro  had  run  away  ; 
to  prevent  his  repeating  the  offence, 
and  as  a  common  punilhment  for' 
fuch  offences,  the  planter  ordered 
the  furgeon  to  amputate  his  leg :  but 
the  furgeon,  who  had  more  huma¬ 
nity  than  his  mailer,  refilled.  “  You 
refufe,”  faid  the  planter  ;  6i  theij 
what  you  decline  as  an  act  of  friend- 
Ihip  to  me,  I  will  force  you  to  da 
as  an  a£l  of  duty,**  and  immediately 
broke  the  poor  wretch’s  kg  in  a 
barbarous  manner.  The  other  in- 
fiance  occurred  in  an  Englifh  Hand. 
As  one  of  the  evidences,  Mr.  Rofs, 
was  walking  along,  he  heard  the 
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moft  dreadful  fhrieks  proceeding 
from  a  barn  or  outhoufe.  On  look¬ 
ing  in,  he  perceived  a  young  female 
tied  up  to  a  beam  by  her  wrifts,  en¬ 
tirely  naked,  writhing  and  Twinging 
about,  while  the  author  of  her  tor¬ 
ture  was  applying  a  lighted  torch  to 
different  parts  of  her  body  as  it  ap¬ 
proached  him. 

Mr.  Fox  added,  that  it  was  one 
of  the  moil  glorious  triumphs  of  the 
chriflian  religion,  that  it  produced 
the  almoft  immediate  abolition  of 
domeftic  llavery,  and  this  it  did  by 
inculcating  this  important  truth — 
“  That  in  the  fight  of  heaven  all 
mankind  were  equal.” 

Such  was  the  impreffion  which 
the  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  the 
other  members  who  fupported  the 
abolition,  made  on  the  imderiiand- 
ing  and  the  feelings  of  their  hearers, 
that  Mr.  Stanley  declared  that  he 
had  come  to  the  houfe  for  the  ex- 
pi  efs  purpofe  of  voting  againft  the 
abolition,  but  what  he  had  heard 
had  convinced  him  that  the  entire 
abolition  of  the  Have  trade  was 
equally  called  for  by  found  policy 
and  juflice.  Mr.  Wilberforce’s  mo¬ 
tion  was  notwithflanding  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  75. 

To  thofe  who  have  perufed  with 
an  impartial  eye  the  evidence,  or 
even  the  debate,  on  the  flave  trade, 
it  may  appear  at  firft  extraordinary 
that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce 
fhould  not  at  once  have  met  with 
an  unanimous  concurrence.  We  are, 
however,  to  remember,  that  the  pro- 
pofal  had  many  prejudices  to  en¬ 
counter.  Man  is  by  nature  a  timid 
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animal,  and  is  with  difficulty  per- 
fuaded  to  enter  upon  any  innovation, 
the  direct  confluences  of  which 
are  not  exceedingly  clear.  In  this 
bufmefs,  the  intereits  of  two  confi- 
•derable  bodies  were  either  really >or 
apparently  involved,  the  Weft  India*, 
planters  and  merchants,  and  the  Have 


dealers  and  all  connected  with  ths 
trade.  To  the  former  defcription  of 
perfons  every  poffible  tendernefsand 
attention  from  the  Britifh  legiflature 
is  undoubtedly  due.  To  men  who 
have  embarked  their  capitals,  and 
expofed  their  perfons  in  a  tropical 
climate,  and  whofe  labours  all  ulti¬ 
mately  tend  to  the  enriching  of  the 
mother  country,  too  much  favour, 
as  far  as  is  confident  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juflice,  can  fcarcely  be 
ffiewn  ;  and  if  it  could  be  prove-' 
that  they  would  be  materially  in¬ 
jured  by  the  meafure,  then  Mr.  Pitt’s 
propofition  would  be  the  only  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  abolition,  and  the  flave 
trade  would  be  condemned  only  on 
account  of  the  grofs  and  manifeft  in- 
juftice  which  it  radically  involves, 
and  which  none  has  prefumed  to 
deny.  Many  of  the  Weft:  India 
planters  and  merchants  are  perfons 
of  the  highefl  refpe&abiiity,  and  on 
account  of  their  utility  to  the  ftate, 
as  the  fupporters  of  a  lucrative  and 
important  commerce,  have  a  further 
claim  on  the  attention  of  the  legifla¬ 
ture.  The  flave  dealers,  and  thofe 
immediately  concerned  in  that  trade, 
have  not  this  claim  upon  the  public. 
They  are  chiefly  defperate  adven¬ 
turers,  who  "have,  with  a  true  gam¬ 
bling  fpirit,  embarked  in  this  pre¬ 
carious,  but  fometimes  profitable 
traffic.  We  cannot  indeed  help 
fufpedhng,  that  the  gentlemen  who 
are  poflefled  of  Weft  India  eftates, 
or  are  engaged  in  that  trade,  have 
in  this  bufmefs  been  made  the  dupes 
of  the  flave  dealers  in  part,  and  in 
part  of  their  own  managers,  who  on 
many  accounts  are  interefted  in  the 
fupport  of  the  African  trade.  Upon 
the  broad  principles  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  it  is  impoffible  to  doubt  but 
that  with  proper  management  a  very 
confiderable  increafe  might  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  population  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  nor  can  we  hefttate  to  believe 
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that  tliis  would  be  the  molt  profita¬ 
ble  and  advantageous  mode  of  culti¬ 
vation  for  the  planters.  But  what¬ 
ever  their  motives,  as  friends  to  the 
Weft  Indians,  we  cannot  but  lament 
the  oppofition  which  they  have  given 
to  the  propofal  for  abolilhing  the 
Have  trade.  One  immediate  confe- 
quence,  which  mult  in  the  end  prove 
materially  injurious  to  the  interefts 
of  the  Weft  India  ifiands,  was  the 
cftablifhment  of  a  company  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  cultivating  Weft 
India  and  other  tropical  productions 
at  Sierra  Leona,  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  the  bill  for  chartering  whom 
was  introduced  on  the  28th  of 
March  by  Mr.  Thornton.  Another 
circumftance,  which,  trilling  as  it 
may  appear,  will  ultimately  prove 
not  to  be  in  their  favour,  is  the  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  whom  their  oppofi¬ 
tion  has  impelled  to  the  difufe  of 
fugar*  a  confiderable  majority  of 
whom  will  certainly  not  return  to 
the  ufe  of  it  in  every  mode.  Sup- 
pofing  even  for  a  moment,  that  the 
interefts  of  the  Weft  Indies  Ihould 
be  in  feme  degree  affedted  by  the 
abolition  ;  in  that  cafe,  had  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  connected  with  the  illands 
come  liberally  forward  on  the  firft 
agitation  of  the  queftion,  declared 
their  abhorrence  of  the  trade,  but 
pleaded  their  apprehenfions  from 
the  immediate  abolition,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  they  might  have  ob¬ 
tained  better  terms  than  they  are 
now  likely  to  obtain  ;  we  mean,  a 
more  diftant  period  might  have  been 
fixed  for  the  annihilation  of  the 
trade  than  is  now  likely  to  be  fixed  ; 
fince  the  truth  is,  that  the  more  the 
Have  trade  has  been  inveftigated, 
the  more  has  the  indignation  of  the 
public  been  excited  againft  it. 

It  has  been  already  intimated, 
that  one  of  the  main  objeCts  recom¬ 
mended  in  his  majefty’s  fpeech  was, 
that  the  heufe  would  confider  of 


fuch  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  province 
ihould  appear  to  require.  Early  in 
the  feifion  the  matter  was  brought 
more  in  detail  before  the  houfe,  by 
a  melfage  from  the  king,  importing 
that  it  appeared  to  his  majefty,  that 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  that  the 
fame  Ihould  be  divided  into  two  fe- 
parate  provinces,  to  be  called  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  He 
further  recommended  to  the  houfe 
to  confider  of  fuch  provifions  as 
might  enable  his  majefty  to  make  a 
permanent  appropriation  of  lands 
within  the  faid  provinces,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  proteftant  clergy 
within  the  fame,  &c. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  in  purfuance 
of  this  meftage,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  pro¬ 
vifions  of  the  fourteenth  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  refpeCting  the  government  of 
Canada,  and  to  make  fuch  further 
provifions,  & c, 

X.  7  # 

Mr.  Pitt  ftated,  that  the  divifion 
of  the  province  into  an  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  he  hoped,  would  put 
an  end  to  the  competition  between 
the  old  French  inhabitants,  and  the 
new  fettlers  from  Britain  and  the 
Britifh  colonies  :  this  divifion,  he 
trufted,  would  be  made  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  give  each  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  in  their  own  particular  part, 
although  it  could  not  be  expected 
to  draw  a  complete  line  oi  repara¬ 
tion.  Any  inconveniences,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  apprehended  from  an¬ 
cient  Canadians  being  included  in 
the  one,  or  Britifti  fettlers  in  the 
other,  would  be  averted  by  a  local 
legiflature  to  be  eftabliihed  in  each. 

In  imitation  of  the  conftitution 
of  the  mother  country,  he  Ihould 
propofe  a  council  and  jioufe  of  af- 
fembly  for  each  ;  the  aflembly  to 
M  3  be 
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be  conftituted  in  the  ufual  manner, 
and  the  members  of  the  council  to 
be  members  for  life  ;  reserving  power 
to  his  majefty  to  annex  to  certain 
honours  an  hereditary  right  oi  fit¬ 
ting  in  the  council.  All  laws  and  or¬ 
dinances  of  the  province  were  to  re¬ 
main  in  force  till  altered  by  the  new 
legiflature.  The  habeas  corpus  adt 
■was  already  law  by  an  ordinance  of 
the  province,  and  was  to  be  conti¬ 
nued  as  a  fundamental  principle  of 
the  conftitution. 

It  was  further  meant  to  make  a 
provifion  for  a  proteftant  clergy  in 
both  divifions,  by  an  allotment  of 
lands  in  proportion  to  thofe  already 
granted  ;  and  as  in  one  of  them  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  would  be 
catholics,  it  was  meant  to  provide, 
that  it  fhould  not  be  lawful  for  his 
majefty  to  affent  to  future  grants 
for  this  purpofe  without  firft  fub- 
mitting  them  to  the  confideration 
of  the  Britilh  parliament.  The  te¬ 
nures  were  to  be  fettled  in  Lower 
Canada  by  the  local  legiflature  ;  in 
Upper  Canada,  the  fettlers  being- 
clued y  Britilh,  the  tenures  were  to 
be  foccage  tenures.  To  prevent 
any  fuch  difputc  as  that  which  fepa- 
rated  the'f'thirteen  ftates  from  the 
mother  country,  it  was,  provided 
that  the  Britilh  parliament  fhould 
impofe  no  taxes  but  fuch  as  might 
be  neceffary  for  the  regulation  of 
trade  and  commerce  ;  and  to  guard 
againft  the  abufeeft  this  power,  inch 
taxes  were  to  be  levied  and  difpofed 
of  by  the  legiflature  of  each  divifion. 

In  its  p’-ogrels  through  the  houfe 
the  bill  was  warmly  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Huffey,  lord  Sheffield, 
and  fome  other  gentlemen.  They 
objedted  in  the  lirft  place  to  the 
divifion  of  the  province.  It  had 
been  urged,  Mr.  Fox  laid,  that  by 
fuch  means  we  could  feparate  the 
Englifh.  and  the  French  inhabitants  ; 
but,  was  this  to  be  defired?  Was 


it  agreeable  to  general  and  political 
expediency  ?  -The  mod  de Arable 
circumftance  was,  that  the  French 
and  Englifh  inhabitants  of  Canada 
fhould  coalefce  into  one  body,  and 
that  the  different  diftindtions  of  peo¬ 
ple  might  be  extinguifhed  for  ever. 
If  this  had  been  the  objedt  in 
view,  the  Englifh  laws  might  foon 
have  prevailed  univerfally  through¬ 
out  Canada — not  from  force,  but 
from  choice,  and  convidtion  of  their 
fuperiority. 

The  propofed  reprefentation  was 
alfo  a  ftrong-  ground  of  objedtion. 
The  great  objedl  (it  was  obferved 
by  the  fame  great  ftatefman)  of  all 
popular  affemblies  was,  that  the 
people  fhould  be  fully  and  fairly  re- 
prelented  ;  and  that  the  reptefenta- 
tive  body  fhould  have  all  the  virtues 
and  the  vices  incident  to  fuch  af¬ 
femblies  :  but'*  when  the  affembly  of 
one  province  was  to  coniift  of  only 
fixteen,  and  the  other  of  thirty  per- 
fons,  they  deluded  the  people  by  a 
mockery  of  reprefentation ;  they* 
feemed  to  give  them  a  free  confti¬ 
tution,  when  in  fa 61  they  withheld 
it :  and  it  was  on  the  whole  fo  great 
a  fallacy,  that  he  hoped  it  never 
would  be  faid  that  we  gave  Canada 
even  a  fketch  of  the  Britifh  confti¬ 
tution.  Such  an  affembly  might 
be  a  wife  affembly,  a  virtuous  af- 
fembly,  an  enterprifmg  affembly, 
but  it  never  could  be  called  a  popular 
affembly. 

The  period  of  eledtion  was  confi- 
dered  by  the  oppofition  as  equally 
inconfiftent  with  freedom.  In  Eng¬ 
land,  it  was  acknowledged,  we  had 
a  feptennial  bill,  but  the  goodnefs  of 
it  had  been  doubted  even  by  many  ' 
of  thofe  who  took  the  lead  in  the 
prefent  bill.  One  reafon  affigned 
for  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  bill  was, 
that  general  eledtions  in  this  coun¬ 
try  were  attended  with  great  and 
innumerable  inconveniences  5  but  in  a 
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eountry  To  differently  circumftanced 
as  Canada,  why  not  make  the  elections 
annual,  or  triennial  at  moil  ?  A  fep- 
tennial  bill  indeed  was  peculiarly  ill 
calculated  for  that  country,  where 
many  of  the  molt  refpedtable  per- 
fons  might  be  perfons  in  trade,  and, 
if  chofen  rcprefentatives  for  feven 
years,  might  not  be  in  a  fituation 
to  attend  during  the  whole  of  that 
period  ;  though  they  might  be  able 
to  give  their  attendance  for  one  or 
even  three  years,  without  danger  or 
inconvenience  to  their  commercial 
concerns :  and  thus,  by  a  feptennial 
bili,  the  country  of  Canada  might 
be  deprived  of  more  than  half  of  the 
few  sropiefentatives  which  were  al¬ 
lowed'  it  by  the  prefent  arrange¬ 
ment. 

The  legiflative  councils  were  con- 
fidered  as  peculiarly  liable  to  objec¬ 
tion.  In  the  iirll  place,  they  were 
unlimited  as  to  numbers  by  any 
thing  but  the  will  of  the  government. 
Inltead  of  being,  as  in  feme  of  the 
Welt  India  colonies,  hereditary 
councils,  or  councils  chofen  by  elec¬ 
tors,  they  weie  conpounded  of 
both.  As  to  the  points  of  heredi¬ 
tary  honours  and  hereditary  powers, 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  to  lay  that  they 
were  good,  or  they  were  not  good, 
as  a  general  propolition,  was  not 
eafy  to  decide  ;  but  he  faw  nothing 
fo  good  in  tlvem  as  to  warrant  their 
introduction  into  a  country  where 
they  were  not  known,  and  by  fuch 
means  to  diflinguifh  Canada  from  all 
the  colonies  in  the  Welt  Indies.  In 
countries  where  they  made  a  part  of 
the  conftitution,  he  did  not  think  it 
wife  to  deftroy  them  ;  but  to  create 
them  where  they  did  not  exift,  he 
conlidered  as  exceedingly  unwife. 
He  could  not  account  for  it,  unlefs 
it  was,  that  Canada  having  been 
formerly  a  French  colony,  there 
might  be  an  opportunity  of  reviving 
thole  titles  of  honour,  the  extinction 


I, S3 

of  which  fome  gentlemen  fo  much 
deplored,  and  to  revive  in  the  Weft 
that  fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  had 
fallen  into  fo  much  difgrace  in  a 
neighbouring  country. 

The  provifion  for  the  clergy  was 
confide  red  as  being  too  large,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  thofe  parts  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  alrnoft  all  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics.  The  bill  was  aifo  excep¬ 
tionable  fo  far  as  related  to  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  appeals  at  law.  Suitors 
.were  firlt  to  apply  to  the  corn  ts  in 
Canada,  thence  to  appeal  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council,  thence  to  the 
king  in  council,  and  laftly  to  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Now  if  the  iiouie 
of  lords  was  a  better  court  than  the 
king  in  council,  why  not  apply  to 
the  houfe  of  lords  at  once  ?  The 
trial  by  jury,  as  well  as  the  habeas 
corpus  act,  it  was  urged,  ought  to 
have  been  made  integrant  parts  of 
the  prefent  bill,  and  not  left  to  ail 
ordinance  of  the  province. 

'Flie  bill  was  defended  by  Mr. 
Pitt  on  the  principle  of  expediency. 
He  alleged  that  the  reprefentation 
bore  a  proportion  to  the  population 
of  the  country,  as  that  of  the  upper 
province  amounted  to  only  10,000 
inhabitants,  and  of  the  lower  to  not 
more  than  100,000.  The  affemblies 
undoubtedly  ought  to  extend  with, 
the  growing  population  of  Canada. 
A  feptennial  legiflature  appeared  the 
mofl  convenient  ;  but  if  found  to  be 
otherwife,  there  was  nothing  to  hin¬ 
der  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain 
from  correcting  at  a  future  period 
any  part  of  the  prefent  bill.  Mr. 
Pitt  defended  the  hereditary  part  of 
the  legiflative  council  by  faying, 
that  an  ariftocratical  principle  being 
one  part  of  our  mixed  government, 
he  thought  it  proper  there  fhould 
be  fuch  a  council  as  that  provided 
for  in  the  bill.  As  to  the  provision 
for  the  clergy,  one  tenth  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  was  evidently  a  much  greater 
M  4  pro- 
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provifion  than  one  feventh  of  the 
land.  Dividing  the  province  he 
confidered  as  the  bed  means  of  con¬ 
ciliating  the  French  inhabitants,  as 
they  would  by  this  meafure  be  made 
fenfible  that  there  was  no  intention 
to  force  the  Britifh  laws  upon  them. 
It  would  alfo,  in  elections,  prevent 
that  conteft  between  the  two  par¬ 
ties  which  would  be  likely  to  take 
place  if  there  were  but  one  houfe  of 
aflembly. 

During  the  difcufiion  of  this  bill, 
a  molt  extraordinary  difpute  took 
place  between  two  of  the  molt  dif- 
tinguilhed  members  of  the  oppofi- 
tion.  In  our  preceding  volume  we 
noticed  a  difference  between  Mr. 
Burke  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  limilar  to 
that  which  now  occurred  between 
the  former  of  thofe  gentlemen  and 
Mr.  Fox.  Though,  however,  the 
difcufiion  of  the  Quebec  bill  was 
the  apparent  occafion  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  clalh  of  fentiment,  yet 
there  is  much  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  feeds  of  difunion  had  long  ex- 
ilted.  The  well-known  irritability 
of  Mr.  Burke  upon  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  French  politics  had  eftranged 
from  him  in  fome  degree  his  former 
friends  who  differed  from  him  on 
that  fubjeCt  ;  and  even  in  the  de¬ 
bate  to  which  we  allude,  he  com¬ 
plained  that  Mr.  Fox’s  viiits  had 
been  lefs  frequent  than  they  had 
formerly  been.  Poffibly  the  allufion 
of  Mr.  Fox,  which  we  noticed  in 
the  preceding  page,  to  the  times 
of  chivalry,  might  ferve  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  to  irritate  Mr.  Burke,  and  to 
call  forth  his  animadverfion  on  the 
prefent  occafion.  But  as  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  the  difference  between 
thefe  illullrious  characters  may  be 
more  interefling  as  a  point  of  hif- 
tory  than  conjectures  concerning  its 
motives,  we  fhall  proceed  to  lay  a 
fhort  ftatemeiit  of  the  fads  before 
©nr  readers* 
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On  the  recommitment  of  the 
Quebec  bill,  on  the  6th  of  May,  as 
foon  as  the  chairman  had  [put  the 
queltion  “  that  the  claufes  of  the 
bill  be  read  paragraph  by  para¬ 
graph,”  Mr.  Burke  rofe,  he  faid, 
to  fpeak  to  the  general  principle  of 
the  bill.  He  enlarged  upon  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  aCt  which  they  were 
noy*  about  to  perform,  viz.  to  ap¬ 
point  a  legiflature  for  a  diftant  peo¬ 
ple.  The  firif  confideration  was  the 
competency  of  the  houfe  to  fuch  an 
aCt.  A  body  of  rights,  commonly 
called  the  rights  of  man ,  had  been 
lately  imported  from  a  neighbouring 
kingdom.  The  principle  of  this 
new  code  was,  “  That  all  men  are., 
by  nature  free,  and  equal  in  refpeCt 
to  rights,  &c.”  If  this  code  there¬ 
fore  were  admitted,  the  power  of 
the  houfe  could  extend  no  farther 
than  to  call  together  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada  to  choofe  a  conftitution 
for  themfelves.  Rejecting  this  code, 
however,  which  was  never  preached 
any  where  without  mifehief,  he 
would  aiTume  the  principle,  that  this 
country  had  acquired  the  right  of 
legislating  for  Canada  by  right  of 
conqueft.  The  next  queltion  then 
was,  what  model  was  to  be  followed 
in  inftituting  a  government  for  Ca¬ 
nada.  He  proceeded  to  notice  the 
three  great  modern  examples,  the 
conftitutions  of  America,  of  France, 
and  of  Great  Britain.  With  re¬ 
fpeCt  to  America,  as  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada 
had  emigrated  from  that  country, 
as  they  had  fled  from  the  blefiings 
of  American  government,  there  was 
no  danger  of  their  being  fo  much 
fhocked  with  the  introduction  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution  as  to  return. 
He  next  noticed  the  French  confti¬ 
tution,  which  he  condemned  in  the 
Itrongeft  terms.  He  faid  the  prac¬ 
tical  cffeCts  of  this  conftitution  might 
be  feen  in  St*  Domingo,  and  the 
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other  French  iflands  :  they  were 
flouri  filing  and  happy,  till  they  heard 
of  the  rights  of  man.  As  foon  as 
this  fyftem  arrived  among  them, 
Pandora’s  box,  replete  with  every 
mortal  evil,  feemed  to  fly  open ; 
hell  itfelf  to  yawn,  and  every  demon 
of  mifchief  to  overfpread  the  face  of 
the  country.  Ought  this  example 
to  induce  us  to  fend  to  our  colonies 
a  cargo  of  the  rights  of  man  ?  As 
foon  would  he  fend  them  a  bale  of 
infedted  cotton  from  Marfeilles. 
The  Hate  of  France,  in  confequence 
of  this  conftitution,  he  represented 
as  moil  deplorable — They  had  got  a 
king  who  was  every  thing  in  name, 
and  nothing  in  reality  ;  over  whom 
M.  la  Fayette,  the  chief  jailor  of 
Paris,  mounted  guard,  as  a  ftate 
prifoner  ;  and  who,  being  defirous 
of  a  little  frefli  air,  obtained  a  day 
rule  to  go  five  miles  from  Paris,  but 
was  flopped  by  one  of  his  faithful 
grenadiers  prefenting  a  bayonet  to 
his  breaft - 

At  this  part  of  his  fpeech,  Mr. 
Baker  called  Mr.  Burke  to  order ; 
and  a  long  altercation  enfued,  con¬ 
cerning  the  decency  and  propriety 
of  canvafiing  and  abufing  foreign 
governments,  when  the  queflion  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  merely  refpedted  the 
government  of  Quebec.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  difpute,  Mr.  Burke 
intimated  “  that  there  was  a  defign 
formed  in  this  country,  by  certain 
perfons,  againft.  the  conflitution.” 
At  length  lord  Sheffield  moved, 
“  that  differtations  on  the  French 
conflitution  are  not  regular  and  or¬ 
derly,  when  the  queflion  is,  that 
the  claufes  of  the  Quebec  bill  be 
read  a  fecond  time,  paragraph  by 
paragraph.” 

Mr.  Fox  feconded  the  motion. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  Mr. 
Fox  obferved,  that  if  Mr.  Burke’s 
intention  had  been  to  debate  the 
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Quebec  bill,  he  would  have  debated 
it,  claufe  by  claufe,  according  to 
the  eftabliflied  pradtice  of  the  houfe. 
If  his  objedt  had  been  to  prevent 
the  apprehended  danger  to  the 
Britifli  conftitution,  he  would  have 
given  notice  of  a  particular  day  for  , 
that  particular  purpofe  ;  or  would 
have  taken  any  other  occafion  for 
doing  it,  rather  than  this,  on  which 
his  neareft  and  deareft  friend  had 
been  mifreprefented  and  traduced — 
But  that  the  courfe  which  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  taken,  was 
fuch  as  feemfed  to  confirm  the  in- 
fin  uation  againft  him,  of  having 
maintained  republican  principles,  as 
applicable  to  the  Britifh  confti¬ 
tution,  in  a  former  debate  on  the 
bill.  He  defended  his  former  fenti- 
ments,  relative  to  the  French  revo¬ 
lution.  He  repeated  “  that  he 
thought  it,  on  the  whole,  one  of 
the  moft  glorious  events  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  mankind.”  In  this  aflertion, 
however,  he  fpoke  of  the  revolution , 
and  not  of  the  conflitution  ;  the  latter 
remained  to  be  improved  by  expe¬ 
rience,  and  accommodated  to  cir- 
cumftances.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  if 
the  committee  fhould  decide  that  his 
right  honourable  friend  fhould  pur- 
fue  his  argument  on  the  French 
conftitution,  he  would  leave  the 
houfe  till  it  was  finiftied.  He  faid, 
however,  that  on  a  proper  occafion 
he  fhould  have  no  objection  to  main¬ 
tain  his  fentiments  ;  and  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  prove,  that  the  rights  of 
man ,  which  his  right  honourable 
friend  had  ridiculed  as  vilionary, 
were  the  bafis  of  the  Britifli  confti¬ 
tution,  as  our  ftatute-book  evinced, 
in  recognizing  “  the  original  inhe¬ 
rent  rights  of  the  people  as  men, 
which  no  prefeription  could  fuper* 
fede,  no  accident  remove  or  obli¬ 
terate.”  If  fuch  principles  were 
dangerous  to  the  conflitution,  they 
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were  the  principles  of  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  from  whom  he  had 
learned  them.  His  right  honourable 
friend  had  faid,  with'  equal  energy 
and  emphafis,  “  that  he  could  not 
draw  a  bill  of  indictment  againft  a 
whole  people,”  Having  been  taught 
by  him  that  no  revolt  of  a  nation 
was  caufed  without  provocation,  he 
could  not  help  rejoicing  ever  fince 
the  French  conftitution  could  boaft 
the  fame  foundation  with  the  Bri- 
tifh,  the  rights  of  man.  Mr,  Fox 
declared  that  he  had  faid  more  than 
lie  intended ;  but  if  his  fentiments 
could  ferve  the  other  fide  of  the 
hoiife,  which  had  countenanced  the 
dlfcufiion  apparently  with  a  view  to 
get  at  them,  they  had  taken  unne- 
ceffary  pains.  They  might  be  fure 
of  him  and  his  fentiments  on  every 
fubjeCf,  without  forcing  any  thing 
like  a  difference  between  him  and 
Ids  right  honourable  friend- 

Mr.  Burke  began  his  reply  with 
reminding  the  houfe,  that  he  had 
calmly  heard  to  the  end  one  of  the 
moil  diforderly  fpeeches  ever  made 
in  that  affembly.  He  complained 
that  Mr.  Fox  had  treated  him  un¬ 
fairly  ;  and  had  made  a  direCt  per¬ 
sonal  attack  on  all  he  had  faid,  on 
all  he  had  written,  on  every  thing 
that  paffed  in  their  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  intercourfe.  He  faid,  Mr.  Fox 
was  no  flranger  to  his  fentiments  cn 
the  Quebec  bill ;  they  had  walked 
down  to  the  houfe  together,  talking 
all  the  way  upon  the  fuhjeCc.  He 
•afferted  again  that  dangerous  doc¬ 
trines  were  encouraged  in  this 
country.  It  was  become  the  prac¬ 
tice  to  extol,  in  the  higheft  ftrain, 
the  French  conftitution  ;  and  thofe 
who  difapproved  of  the  anarchy  and 
confufioii  which  prevailed  in  France, 
were  ftionnatized  as  the  enemies  of 
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liberty.  Fie  infilled,  that  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  Quebec  bill  was  a 


proper  opportunity  to  put  the 
country  on  its  guard  againft  thofe 
dangerous  doctrines ;  as  it  afforded 
an  occalion  of  entering  upon  a  true 
and  minute  comparifon  of  the  French 
conftitution  with  that  of  England. 
He  had  been  accufed,  he  faid,  of 
having  provoked  this  diicuflion,  to 
give  an  advantage  to  the  enemies 
of  Mr.  Fox  ;  a  principle  which  he 
utterly  difclaimed,and  never  thought 
that  any  fair  or  candid  man  could 
have  laid  to  his  charge.  He  could 
have  produced  unexceptionable  au¬ 
thorities  for  all  that  he  fhould  have 
advanced  concerning  France,  had  he 
been  permitted.  Fie  could  have 
fhewn  that  the  people  of  that  coun¬ 
try  had  gained  nothing  by  the  re¬ 
volution  ;  but  that,  comparing  evil 
with  evil,  with  refpedt  to  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjedt,  his  happinefs,  and 
the  prefervation  of  his  property, 
they  were  much  worfe  off  now  than 
under  the  old  government.  He 
charged  Mr.  Fox  with  having  j 
treated  him  not  only  with  harftr- 
nefs,  but  malignity ;  after  having 
haraffed  him  with  his  light  troops 
in  the  fkirmifties  of  order,  he 
brought  the  heavy  artillery  of  his 
own  great  abilities  to  bear  upon 
him.  Mr*  Burke  denied  the  charge 
of  inconfiftency,  and  faid  his  opi¬ 
nions  on  government  had  ever  been 
the  fame.  As  he  proceeded  to 
treat,  in  a  ludicrous  manner,  of  the 
difeipline  which  Mr.  Fox  main¬ 
tained  among  his  troops  in  that' 
houfe,  he  was  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Grey  ;  but  refufing  to  apolo¬ 
gize,  he  proceeded,  and  urged  his 
majefty’s  minifters  to  look  with  a 
vigilant  eye  to  the  plots  to  which 
he  had  alluded.  He  adverted  to  the 
riots  of  1780  :  had  he  at  that  time 
come  forward,  and  cautioned  the 
houfe  to  beware  of  the  proteftant 
affociatiorij  he  fuppofed  he  would 

luive 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


have  experienced  the  fame  treatment 
as  now.  He  obferved,  that  he  had 
differed  on  many  occalions  from  Mr. 
Fox,  but  there  had  been  no  lofs  of 
friendship  between  them  ;  but  there 
was  fomething  in  the  cur  fed  French 
constitution  that  envenomed  every 
thing.  Mr.  Fox  whifpered  that 
there  was  no  lofs  of  friendship.  Mr. 
Rurke  replied :  There  was — he 
knew  the  price  of  his  conduct :  he 
had  done  his  duty,  and  their  friend¬ 
ship  was  at  an  end.  Mr.  Burke 
earnestly  urged  the  right  honourable 
gentlemen,  who  were  the  great 
rivals  in  that  houfe,  that  whether 
they  Should  move  in  the  political 
hemifphere,  as  two  blazing  liars  in 
opposite  orbits,  or  walk  together  as 
brethren,  they  would  preferve  the 
British  constitution,  and  guard  it 
againft  innovation.  He  concluded 
with  moving  an  amendment  on  lord 
Sheffield’s  motion — That  the  words 
of  the  motion,  after  “  differtations 
on  the  French  conFitution,”  be 
omitted,  and  the  following  inferted 
in  their  room — “  tending  to  Shew 
that  examples  may  be  drawn  there¬ 
from  ;  and  to  prove  that  they  are 
infufficient  for  any  good  purpofes, 
and  that  they  may  lead  to  anarchy 
and  confulron,  and  are  confequently 
unlit  to  be  introduced  into  Schemes 
of  government,  are  improper  to  be 
referred  to,  (See.’* 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  reply  ;  but  the 
agitation  of  his  mind  was  fo  great, 
as  to  deprive  him  for  Some  time  of 
utterance. — He  Said,  however  events 
might  have  altered  the  mind  of  his 
right  honourable  friend,  Hill  he 
muff  fo  call  him  ;  becaufe,  grating 
as  it  was  to  any  man  to  be  unkindly 
treated  by  thofe  on  whom  he  had 
bellowed  obligations,  it  was  Fill 
more  •  grating  to  meet  with  fuch 
treatment  from  thofe  by  whom  he 
had  been  highly  obliged,  and  whom, 
RotwitMUnding  their  to'ffiaefs  tmd 
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Severity,  he  mull  Fill  love  and  eFeem, 
Almoll  from  a  boy  he  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  favours  from 
his  right  honourable  friend,  and  they 
had  lived  on  the  moF  intimate  terms 
for  twentydive  years.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  notwithFanding  wdiat 
had  happened,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  would  think  on  paft 
times  ;  and,  whatever  imprudent  or 
intemperate  expreffions  of  his  might 
have  offended  him,  would  at  lealt 
believe  that  fuch  was  not  his  inten¬ 
tion.  Fie  repeated  his  reafons  why 
Mr.  Burke’s  introducing  the  French 
revolution,  in  a  debate  on  which  he 
had  been  charged  with  republican 
principles,  appeared  to  be  done 
with  an  intention  to  injure  him. 
It  was  the  FrF  time,  he  faid,  that 
he  had  ever  heard  from  a  philo- 
fopher,  that  the  beF  way  of  prailing 
the  BritiFi  conFitution,  was  by 
abufmg  every  other.  For  his  part, 
he  had  ever  thought  that  the  Britilh 
conFitution,  in  theory,  was  imper¬ 
fect  and  defective ;  but  that  in 
praClice  it  was  exceilently  adapted 
to  this  country.  He  had  often  faid, 
that  becaufe  he  admired  the  Britifh. 
conFitution,  was  it  to  be  concluded 
that  there  was  no  other  part  of  the 
conFitution  of  other  countries  worth 
prailing,  or  that  the  BritiFi  conFi¬ 
tution  was  not  Fill  capable  of  im¬ 
provement  ?  As  a  proof  that  it  had 
not  been  thought  quite  perfcfl,  he 
reminded  the  houfe  of  the  two  late 
projeCls  of  reform  ;  that  propofed  by 
Mr.  Pitt  for  the  reform  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  that  of  his  right  honour¬ 
able  friend  for  the  reform  of  the 
civil  lilt.  Mr,  Fox  alluded  to  the 
expreffion  Mr.  Burke  had  made  ufe 
of,  difeiplined  troops ;  and  added, 
that  if  this  was  meant  to  convey  an 
infmuation  that  any  improper  influ¬ 
ence  was  exercifed  on  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  fuch  an  imputation  he 
utterly  difclaimed.  To  Fiew  further 
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that  the  Britifli  conftitution  was  not 
perfedl,  Mr.  Fox  mentioned  the 
vote  of  the  year  1780,  a  That  the 
influence  of  the  crown  had  increafed, 
was  increaflng,  and  ought  to  be  di- 
miniflied.”  To  this  vote  his  right 
honourable  friend  had  affented ;  and 
in  1783,  when  his  majefty,  on  the 
!ofs  of  America,  lamented  in  his 
fpeech  the  fate  of  the  provinces,  in 
being  deprived  of  the  advantages 
refulting  from  monarchy,  Mr.  Burke 
had  ridiculed  the  idea,  and  compared 
it  to  a  man’s  opening  the  door,  after 
he  had  left  the  room,  and  faying, 
“At  our  parting,  pray  let  me  recom¬ 
mend  a  monarchy  to  you.”  He 
faid,  if  we  did  not  wifli  a  monopoly 
of  that  liberty  which  we  prized  fo 
highly,  we  mu  ft  rejoice  in  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  France.  Feeling  the 
prefent  temper  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
mind,  he  faid,  he  fliould  keep  out  of 
his  way  till  time  and  reflection  had 
fitted  him  to  think  differently  of 
the  fubjeCt ;  and  then  if  their  friends 
did  not  endeavour  to  re-unite  them, 
they  would  not  aCt  as  he  had  a  right 
to  expeCt. 

The  conceflions  of  Mr.  Fox  made 
but  little  imprefiion  on  Mr.  Burke. 
— He  faid,  that  the  tendernefs  dif- 
played  in  the  beginning  and  end  of 
his  fpeech,  had  been  completely 
counterbalanced  by  what  occurred 
in  the  middle  of  it ;  and  complained 
loudly  of  Mr.  Fox  taking  advantage 
even  of  his  jokes  and  moll  carelefs 
expreffions,  to  prove  him  guilty  of 
inconliftency.  It  had  been  faid  that 
in  fome  points  the  Britifti  confti- 
tution  might  be  amended  ;  but  had 
he  ever  faid  that  that  or  any  other 
human  conftitution  might  not  ?  It 
had  been  faid,  that,  in  order  to 
praife  the  Britifli,  he  had  thought 
proper  to  abufe  every  other  confti¬ 
tution  ;  but  had  he  ever  difplayed 
any  fuch  fpirit  ?  He  would  not 
even  have  brought  forward  the 


French  conftitution,  had  not  at¬ 
tempts  been  made  to  introduce  the 
monfter  into  this  country.  Libels, 
he  faid,  had  Been  circulated  againft 
the  conftitution,  by  focieties  calling 
themfelves  conftitutional.  He  faid, 
when  he  law  the  new  French  confti¬ 
tution,  he  wept :  it  was  the  work 
of  Goths  and  Vandals,  where  every 
thing  was  out  of  place,  disjointed 
and  inverted.  He  mentioned  many 
of  the  enormities  which  were  com¬ 
mitted  in  France,  and  particularly 
the  religious  perfecution  to  which 
the  non-juring  clergy  had  been  fub- 
je&ed ;  and  which,  he  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  was  a  cruel  violation  of  the 
principles  of  toleration.  His  opinion 
of  the  American  revolution  did  not 
militate  againft  his  opinion  of  the 
French,  as  the  Americans  had  fome 
reafon  for  the  conduct  which  they 
had  purfued. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
explained  that  part  of  his  former 
fpeech,  which  Mr.  Fox  had  con- 
fidered  as  charging  him  with  repub¬ 
lican  principles.  He  faid,  that  when 
that  gentleman  propofed  an  elective 
inftead  of  an  hereditary  council,  he 
conceived  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  was 
inclined  to  think  that  a  larger  infu- 
fion  of  the  republican  principle  than 
at  prefent  fubiifted  in  the  Britifti 
conftitution,  was  beft  adapted  to 
the  new  government  of  Canada  ; 
but  that  this  was  a  fentiment  to 
which  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  could  not  pof- 
iibly  agree.  With  this  explanation 
Mr.  Fox  declared  himfelf  fatisfied  ; 
and  concluded  this  tumultuous  de¬ 
bate  with  intimating,  that  at  a  fu¬ 
ture  day  he  had  no  doubt  of  excul¬ 
pating  himfelf  from  every  charge  of 
republicanifm. 

The  debate  which  followed  on 
the  fame  bill,  on  the  nth  of  May, 
took  a  milder  and  more  temperate 
courfe.  Mr.  Fox  declared  himfelf 
an  advocate  for  the  Britifli  confti¬ 
tution. 
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tution,  and  for  hereditary  honours, 
fuch  as  exifted  in  this  country, 
which  were  frequently  incentives  to 
patriotifm  and  virtue  :  he  granted, 
however,  that  his  principles  were  fo 
far  republican,  that  he  wifhed  to 
give  the  crown  lefs  power,  and  the 
people  more,  in  every  government, 
old  or  new  ;  and  added,  that  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country  was  more 
liable  to  be  ruined  by  an  increafe  of 
the  power  of  the  crown  than  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Burke  denied  that  he 
had  ever  imputed  democratic  prin¬ 
ciples  to  Mr.  Fox,  with  a  view  to 
hurt  him  ;  and  if  he  had  pufhed  him 
to  a  declaration  of  his  principles, 
the  fpeech  which  they  had  juft 
heard  from  him  would  prove  how 
far  he  was  likely  to  have  attained  his 
end.  He  coniidered  himfelf  as  for- 
faken  by  his  party ;  but  he  had  done 
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his  duty  to  his  country,  in  warning 
it  againft  the  pernicious  French 
principles,  at  a  time  when  there  was 
not  merely  a  plot,  but  open  and 
avowed  attempts  to  fubvert  the  con- 
ftitution. 

Thus  concluded  an  altercation, 
which  has  produced  a  fchifm  ftill 
evident  in  the  politics  of  the  oppo- 
fition  party.  How  far  the  later  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  France  may  tend  to 
abate  the  ardour  of  contention, 
■which  the  French  revolution  firft  ex¬ 
cited  in  this  country,  it  is  difficult 
to  fay.  To  us  it  appears,  that  they 
are  too  likely  to  unite  all  fenfible 
and  well  difpofed  perfons  in  a  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  prefent  meafures 
of  the  popular  party  there,  how¬ 
ever  they  may  have  differed  as  to 
the  principle  of  the  Gallic  revolu¬ 
tion. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Meff age  from  his  Majefly.  D'fpute  with  Rujfia.  Armament  voted.  Delates 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation ,  and  on  the  Prolability  of  a  IVar  with  Ruffia . 
Debates  in  the  Lords  on  thefe  Subjects.  Committee  of  Finance.  Budget . 
Debate  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance.  Finances  of  India . 
Debate  on  the  Repeal  of  the  Tejl  Adi,  as  far  as  regards  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  Scottijh  Burghs .  Prorogation  of  Parliament.  Riots  at  Bir¬ 
mingham. 

1 

WHILE  feveral  of  the  topics 
which  we  have  juft  noticed 
remained  in  agitation  before  the 
Britifh  fenate,  the  attention  of  that 
body  was  called  to  another  object, 
not  lefs  important  to  the  interefts 
land  welfare  of  the  nation.  On  the 
28th  of  March  a  meffage  was  deli¬ 
vered  from  his  majefty,  importing 
that  the  endeavours  which  he  had 
ufed,  in  conjunction  with  his  allies, 
to  effect  a  pacification,  not  having 
proved  fuccefsful,  his  majefty  judged 


it  requifite,  in  order  to  add  weight 
to  his  reprefentations,  to  make  fome 
further  augmentation  of  his  naval 

o 

force. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Pitt  had  moved 
“  that  the  meffage  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  the  morrow,”  Mr. 
Fox  rofe,  and  deplored  the  circum- 
ftance  of  their  having  fallen  into  a 
lituation  fo  unfortunate  and  fo  un¬ 
expected.  Referving  himfelf  for  the 
confideration  of  the  meffage,  he 
alked  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
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quer,  whether  he  meant  only  to  move 
a  fimple  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  ma- 
jefty  for  the  communication,  or 
whether  he  meant  to  include  in  the 
vote  an  approbation  of  the  meafure  ? 
If  the  latter  were  to  be  the  cafe,  he 
trailed  the  dodtrine  of  confidence 
had  not  yet  proceeded  lo  far,  that 
they  would  haftily  profefs  themfelves 
ready  to  fupport  the  king’s  expences, 
without  having  before  them  any 
ground  of  information  whatever. 
Mr.  Pitt  anfwered,  that  it  had  not 
been  ufual  to  delay  the  confideration 
of  a  meffage  from  his  majefty  longer 
than  a  day;  and  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
there  were  many  reafons  why  the 
bufmefs  ought  not  to  be  deferred. 
He  intimated  alfo,  that  a  vote  of  flip- 
plies  would  be  included  in  the  anfwer 
to  the  meffage. 

The  debate  on  the  29th  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  lamented 
that  his  majefty’s  endeavours  to 
reftore  peace  to  Europe  had  proved 
ineffectual ;  yet  while  they  felt  the 
advantage  of  that  fyftem  of  de- 
fenfive  alliance,  which  had  been  fo 
generally  countenanced,  he  trufted 
they  would  admit  that  a  temporary 
expence  might  be  wifely  and  judi- 
cioufly  incurred,  to  prevent  any  al¬ 
teration  taking  place  in  the  relative 
condition  of  the  affairs  of  Europe. 
With  a  view  to  the  ftate  of  thefe 
affairs,  he  faid,  an  additional  force 
bad  been  kept  up  after  the  late  ar¬ 
mament  ;  and  a  further  addition 
was  now  neceffary.  He  ftated,  that 
if  defenfive  alliances  were  to  be 
maintained,  it  was  our  duty  to  ad¬ 
here  to  thofe  alliances.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  he  faid, 
was  of  great  effedl  in  the  general 
fcale  of  European  powers ;  and  its 
prefent  fttuation  was  fuch,  as  to 
afford  juft  caufe  of  apprehenfion  to 
all  the  other  powers,  whofe  interefts 
were  at  all  liable  to  be  affe&ed  by  a 


diminution  of  that  influence;  and 
to  Pruffia  in  particular  it  muft  be 
highly  injurious,  to  fufferthe  Turk¬ 
ifh  empire  to  be  diminifhed  in  force , 
and  confequence.  He  therefore 
moved  an  addrefs,  to  thank  his  ma¬ 
jefty  for  the  communication,  and  to 
afliire  him  that  the  houfe  would 
make  good  the  expences,  &c. 

Lord  Wycombe  obferved,  that, 
on  firft  hearing  this  report,  he  had 
met  it  with  a  pofftive  di (belief.  In  a 
commercial  view,  there  were  no 
benefits  to  be  hoped  for  from  the 
meafure,  in  any  degree  equivalent 
to  the  mifchief  attending  hoftilities. 
In  a  political  view,  he  could  not 
think  a  difpute  concerning  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Turkey  was  a  fufficient  mo¬ 
tive  to  engage  this  country  in  a  war. 
At  all  events,  he  fliould  refill  the 
meafure,  till  he  was  poffeffed  of  a 
more  adequate  fhare  of  information 
on  the  fubjedt. 

On  the  fame  grounds  the  motion 
was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Coke,  Mr. 
Lambton,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Vyner, 
and  others;  and  it  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Steele. 

Mr.  Fox  declare*!,  that  he  was 
not  againft  a  neceffary  fhare  of  con¬ 
fidence  in  miniftry;  but  he  obferved, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  necejfary  con¬ 
fidence  was  only  a  neceffary  evil;  and 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  always  the 
leaft  that  the  nature  of  things  would 
permit.  To  admit  limply  that  the 
king,  by  the  advice  of  his  minifters, 
had  ordered  an  armament,  and  that 
the  houfe  muft  pay  the  expence,  was 
not  in  all  the  gradations  of  rational 
confidence  ;  and  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  which  entertained  the  pro- 
pofition,  betrayed  its  duty  and  in- 
fulted  its  conftituents.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved 
the  addrefs  had  enveloped  himfelf 
in  myftery  and  importance,  but  ex¬ 
plained  nothing.  When  the  balance 
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of  power  was  mentioned  as  a  reafon 
for  arming,  it  ought  to  be  {hewn 
how  it  was  endangered.  When  fup- 
plies  are  called  for  to  prevent  the  ag- 
grandifement  of  Ruffia,  it  ought  to 
be  hated  whom  hie  meant  to  attack. 
He  mentioned  it  as  a  general  opi¬ 
nion,  that  Ruffia  was  attacked  by 
the  Porte,  at  the  inftigation  of 
Great  Britain  and  Pruffia.  If  this 
was  not  lo,  why  did  we  not  prevent 
the  war,  if  we  thought  we  had  any 
concern  in  its  iffue  ?  Would  fir  Ro¬ 
bert  Ainfiie  fay,  that  he  had  been 
inftru&ed  to  divert  the  Porte  from 
attacking  Ruffia  ?  In  all  his  ma- 
jefty’s  former  fpeeches,  he  had  re¬ 
gretted  the  war  on  principles  of 
humanity ;  but  always  added  an  af- 
furance,  that  no  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  from' it  to  us.  What 
then  had  fince  happened  to  involve 
us  ?  The  difpute  between  the  era- 
prefs  and  us  he  believed  to  be 
this :  She  offered  to  cede  all  her 
conquefis  between  the  Niefter  and 
the  Danube,  and  prepofed  to  retain 
only  thofe  between  the  Niefter  and 
the  Don  ;  while  we  infilled  that 
file  fhould  furrendef  all  her  con- 
quefts  without  exception.  Such 
was  the  propofition  which  we  held 
out  to  Ruffia  ;  while  in  India,  in 
our  own  cafe,  we  infilled  that,  Ihould 
we  be  fuccefsful  againft  Tippoo  Sul¬ 
tan,  he  fhould  not  only  make  repa¬ 
ration,  but  alfo  furrender  as  much 
as  we  could  conquer  of  his  terri¬ 
tories,  as  a  fine  for  having  made  the 
firft  attack.  Our  whole  ground  of 
quarrel  with  Ruffia  was,  therefore, 
the  tradf  of  territory  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  ;  unprofitable  and,  worthlefs 
to  any  power,  except  for  a  fingle 
place  contained  in  it,  and  this 
place  was  Oczakovv.  Now  had 
Oczakow  been  taken  in  the  prefent 
year,  it  might  have  been  faid  to 
have  produced  a  change  of°circum- 
ftmcesj  but  it  was  taken  in  .1788, 


and  in  1789  his  majefty  again  af- 
fured  parliament,  that  the  fkua- 
tion  of  affairs  was  Inch  as  pro 
mi  fed  us  a  continuance  of  peace. 

Whatever  confidence,  he  obfer- 
ved,  might  be  claimed  by  minifters* 
none  could  be  due  where  they  had 
betrayed  incapacity  ;  and  this  the 
prefent  minilters  had  done  in  their 
continental  connexions.  In  the 
negociations  at  Reichenbacfe,  when 
they  found  the  emperor  difpofed  to 
peace,  they  had  negledled  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  engaging  the  emprefs 
by  the  fame  arguments  which  indu¬ 
ced  him  to  confent,  and  which  were 
then  in  their  power.  They  had  fti- 
mulated  Sweden  to  attack  Ruffia ; 
prevented  Denmark  from  affifting 
her;  and  then  negle&ed  Sweden. 
If  the  armament  in  the  Spanifh  dif¬ 
pute  was  equipped  with  any  view 
to  Ruffia,  deceit  and  falfehood 
were  pradtifed  upon  the  houfe.  Af¬ 
ter  the  termination  of  the  difpute, 
why  did  we  difarm,  if  we  knew  that 
we  had  fhll  occaiion  for  an  arma¬ 
ment  ?  Accidental  caufes,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Hate  of  France,  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  our  profperity.  But 
how  rniferably  had  w.e  abufed  tbefia 
advantages  !  By  the  abfurd  pride  of 
interfering  in  the  affairs  of  every  fo¬ 
reign  Hate,  we  had  involved  our- 
felves  in  expence,  and  obtained  only 
the  hazard  of  war.  Neither  had  wc 
been  fuccefsful  in  any  but  the  in- 
ftance  of  Holland.  We  had  not 
lowered  Ruffia  ;  we  had  not  raifed 
Sweden  ;  and  between  the  emperor 
and  his  Belgic  fubjedts  our  interfe¬ 
rence  had  been  ridiculous.  The 
allied  powers  had  made  certain  ftipu- 
lations  with  the  emperor  in  behalf 
of  the  provinces  ;  and  when  marfiial 
Bender  was  about  to  enter  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  with  an  armed  force, 
their  minifters  at  the  Hague  wrote 
him,  that  he  muff  /top  till  certain  pre¬ 
liminaries  were  adjuited,  His  anfwer 
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was  a  peremptory  refufal.  They 
then  faid,  “  You  muft  take  the  con- 
fequence,  we  walh  our  hands  of  the 
buiinefs.”  If  our  allies  were  attacked, 
we  had  then  indeed  a  right  to  inter¬ 
fere  ;  but  we  had  no  alliance  with 
Turkey,  and  were  only  called  on  to 
gratify  the  pride  of  our  own  mini¬ 
fters,  and  fecond  the  ill-judged  po¬ 
licy  of  Pruffia.  How  far  minifters 
were  pledged  to  fupport  that  policy 
he  knew  not,  but  he  knew  the 
country  was  not  bound  to  fupport  it. 

Mr.  Pitt  in  reply  obferved,  that  as 
Mr.  Fox  had  admitted,  that  to  in¬ 
terfere  occalionally  in  the  politics  of 
the  continent  made  a  part  of  that 
defenfive  fyftem  which  he  had  always 
thought  it  right  to  fupport,  the 
prefent  queftion  was  limply,  “  whe¬ 
ther  the  prefent  was  an  occafion  on 
which  we  ought  to  interfere  ? 9i 
Now  if  it  were  true  that  Pruffia,  by 
the  aggrandifement  of  Ruffia,  mult 
be  endangered,  and  confequently 
our  defeniive  fyftem  impaired,  then 
the  circumftances  actually  called  for 
our  interference.  It  had  been  infinu- 
ated  that  minifters  were  bound  by 
engagements  to  Pruffia,  with  which 
the  country  had  nothing  to  do.  Fie 
begged  leave  to  allure  the  houfe 
that  the  infinuation  was  unfounded, 
and  that  minifters  were  bound  by  no 
engagements  to  Pruffia  but  fuch  as 
had  received  the  fandion  of  par¬ 
liament.  Admitting,  for  the  fake 
of  argument,  what  he  would  not 
admit  in  fad,  that  we  ought  to 
have  interpoied  fooner  on  the  pre¬ 
fent  occaiion,  that  was  no  reafon 
againft  interpofmg  now.  But 
bad  the  neceffity  been  fo  preffing  at 
any  former  period,  or  were  fuch 
confequences  to  be  apprehended 
without  a  fpeedy  interference  ?  It 
was  next  faid,  that  we  had  loft  the 
opportunity  of  bringing  Ruffia  to 
terms,  when  the  emperor  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  treat — But  when  the  em¬ 


peror  manifefted  a  favourable  difpofr-' 
tion,  would  it  hl^e  been  wife  to  fuf- 
pend  the  negociations  with  him,  at 
the  ride  of  their  being  broken  off, 
in  order  to  wait  for  the  concurrence 
of  Ruffia  ?  Pending  our  difpute 
with  Spain,  we  were  neither  fo 
free  to  ad  as  now,  nor  was  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  then  fo  urgent.  But  why, 
it  was  alked,  did  we  difmifs  our 
armament  after  that  difpute  was 
concluded  ?  We  had  not  difmiffed 
our  armament,  for  we  had  kept  up 
a  confiderable  addition  of  force  ; 
but  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  made 
it  impoffibleto  ad  forfeveralmonths, 
we  had  not  kept  up  a  force  of  fifty 
fhips  of  the  line,  becaufe  it  would 
have  been  to  no  purpofe,  and  the 
expence  would  have  exceeded  that 
of  the  prefent  armament. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  pre¬ 
dominance  of  Ruffia  would  proba¬ 
bly  effed  an  alteration  in  the  ftate 
of  Europe  in  other  refpeds  difad- 
vantageous  to  this  country,  with 
refped  to  Poland  in  particular.  We 
had  a  commercial  intereft  in  culti¬ 
vating  a  trade  with  Poland,  and 
preventing  Ruffia  from  obtaining 
fuch  a  decided  command  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  we  wanted,  as  to  give  or  with¬ 
hold  them  at  her  pleafure. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  as  it  might 
be  the  laft  time  that  he  ffiould  have 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  his  fen- 
timents  on  a  fimilar  queftion,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  a  few 
remarks  to  the  houfe.  He  faid,  it 
wras  extremely  novel,  and  contrary  to 
all  the  politics  with  which  he  was 
acquainted,  to  bring  the  Turkilh 
empire  into  the  confideration  of  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The 
queftion,  he  faid,  was  not,  whether 
the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  fhould  or 
ftiould  not  difmember  Turkey?  it 
was  limply,,,  whether  Ihe  Ihould  pof- 
fefs  Ocza'kovy  ,or  not  ?  When  the 
emprefs  had  made  thofe  facrifices, 

which 
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W  fitch  (he  feemed  willing  to  make, 
fhe  had  given  up  more  than  any 
Other  victorious  prince  would  have 
done  in  her  fituation.  To  carry  to 
this  length  the  Pruflian  alliance*  he 
contended,  was  in  fadt  eftablifhing  an 
anti-crufade ;  it  was  offending  the 
emprefs  without  art  adequate  caufe, 
who  might  at  fome  future  period  di¬ 
rect  her  vengeance  againft  us,  when 
anotherarmament  might  be  required 
to  avert  the  effedts  of  herrefentment. 
The  queftion  was  carried  in  favour 
of  the  addrefs  by  228  votes  againft 

*35- 

The  attention  of  the  houfe  was 
again  called  to  this  important  fub- 
jedfc  on  the  12th  of  April  by  Mr. 
Grey,  who  faid  that  he  had  intend¬ 
ed  to  introduce  a  motion  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Hate  of  the  nation  ; 
but  having  been  given  to  underftand 
from  high  authority,  that  an  objec¬ 
tion  would  be  taken  againft  fuch  a 
committee,  he  was  induced  to  wave 
that  objedt,  and  to  come  before 
the  houfe  diredtly  with  certain  pro¬ 
portions.  He  faid  there  were  cer¬ 
tain  principles  upon  which  mankind 
were  generally  agreed :  among  thefe 
might  be  reckoned  the  juft  caufes 
for  going  to  war ;  and  of  this  na¬ 
ture  alfo  were  thofe  maxims  of  po¬ 
licy  which  ought  to  govern  this 
country  with  refpedl  to  its  connec¬ 
tions  with  foreign  powers.  The 
only  juft  caufe  of  war  originated  in 
the  principle  of  felf-defence  ;  the 
cafes,  therefore,  where  a  war  was 
juft,  might  be  reduced  to  three 
heads  :  ill,  when  it  was  undertaken 
to  redeem  a  right  forcibly  withhol- 
den,  and  to  which  we  had  an  un¬ 
doubted  claim ;  2d,  in  providing  for 
future  fafety ;  and  the  laft,  a  right  of 
repelling  an  unjuft  attack,  under 
which  might  be  included  a  cafe  when 
an  ally  had  been  unjuftly  attacked. 
He  proceeded  to  (hew  that  not  one 
1791. 


m 

of  thefe  cafes  applied  to  the  prefent 
inftance.  The  Pruflian  treaty  enga¬ 
ged  us  no  further  than  that,  if  that 
country  fhould  be  attacked,  we  were 
bound  to  furnifh  them  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  troops,  or  a  certain 
fum  of  money.  Suppofe,  at  the  time 
when  the  Pruflian  treaty  was  laid 
before  the  houfe,  that  it  had  been  a 
condition  in  it,  that  whenever  Ruf- 
lia  fhould  poffefs  herfelf  of  Oczakow, 
Great  Britain  fhould  go  to  war 
with  Ruflia,  would  any  man  in  that 
houfe  have  affented  to  it  ?  Perhaps 
he  would  be  told,  that  he  had  admit¬ 
ted  that  a  country  was  bound,  for 
its  own  fafety,  to  guard  againft  the 
dangerous  aggrandifement  of  any¬ 
one  power.  This  was  certainly  true ; 
but  he  muft  be  underftood  tofuppofe 
that  that  aggrandifement  was  aim¬ 
ed  at  by  unjuft  and  violent  means  5 
and  that  the  danger  accruing  from 
it  was  not  remote,  but  near  and 
imminent  to  this  country.  He  con- 
fidered  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu¬ 
rope  as  an  objefl of  great  concern; 
and  if  they  could  fhevv  him  that  it 
was  in  the  leaft  danger,  he  fhould 
certainly  give  his  vote  to  refeue  it 
from  that  danger.  But  who  would 
undertake  to  prove  that  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  town  of  Oczakow  wa$ 
fuch  a  circumftance  as  could  mate¬ 
rially  affedt  the  intereft  of  this 
country,  and  would  endanger  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  ? 

Mr.  Grey  next  ftated  the  reafons 
why  the  poffeflion  of  that  fortrefs 
was  an  objedt  of  importance  to  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia,  though  it  could 
be  none  to  any  other  European 
power.  The  country  between  th% 
Bog  and  the  N  iefter  was  known  by 
the  name  of  defer t  plains,  apd  there¬ 
fore  of  no  value.  But  although  the 
country  was  barren,  it  afforded 
fhelter  to  fome  hordes  of  Tartars 
who  plundered  the  dominions  of  the 
N  emprefs, 
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emprefs,  and  fhe  therefore  wanted 
Oczakow  as  a  place  of  defence  for 
her  own  territory.  He  next  men¬ 
tioned  the  importance  of  our  trade 
with  Ruffia,  and  obferved  that  lord 
Chatham  had  refufed,  when  prelfed 
by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  to  fend  a 
fleet  into  the  Baltic,  for  fear  of  in¬ 
terrupting  that  commerce.  He  did 
not  wifli  to  alarm  the  country  with 
refpe&  to  its  refources  ;  but  he  was 
fure  that  every  additional  burthen, 
in  its  prefent  fituation,  muft  be  fe- 
yerely  felt.  Mr.  Grey  concluded 
his  remarks  with  propoling  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions ;  which  we  in- 
fert  at  large,  as  they  exhibit  the 
fpbftance  of  the  arguments  of  oppo- 
fition  on  the  Ruffian  armament  in 
a  peculiarly  clear  and  condenfed 
flate 

I.  44  That  it  is  at  all  times,  and 
44  particularly  under  the  prefent  cir- 
44  cumftances,  the  intereft  of  this 
“  country  to  preferve  peace.” 

II.  44  That  it  is  neither  reafon- 
44  able  or  juft  to  take  up  arms  for 
44  the  purpofe  of  dilating  terms  of 
44  peace  between  two  nations  en- 
44  gag£d  i*1  hoftilities,  without  any 
44  reference  either  to  the  caufe  of 
44  the  difputes,  or  the  circumftances 
44  of  the  war.” 

.  III.  44  That  the  refufal  of  an 
44  offer  of  mediation  ft  no  juft  caufe 
44  of  war.” 

IV.  44  That  during  the  progrefs 
44  of  the  war  between  Ruffia  and 
44  the  Porte,  and  fmee  the  taking 
44  of  Oczakow,  this  houfe  has  re- 
44  ceived  repeated  affurances  from 
44  the  throne,  that  the fituatign  of  af- 
44  fairs  continued  to  promife  to  this 
€i  country  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment 
44  of  the  biefjtngs  of  peace 

V.  44  That,  convinced  ©f  the 
14  truth  of  the  affurances  which  we 
64  have  received  from  the  throne, 
**  this  houfe  has  hitherto  eonfidered 


44  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  as 
4tnot  likely  to  be  affe&ed  by  the 
44  progrefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms  oa 
44  the  borders  of  the  Black  Sea.” 

VI.  “  That  we  are  not  bound 
44  by  any  treaty  to  furniffi  affift- 
44  ance  to  any  of  our  allies,  ex- 
44  cept  in  the  cafe  of  an  attack  upon 
44  them.” 

VII.  44  That  none  of  the  pof- 
44  feffions  of  this  country,  or  any  of 
44  its  allies,  appear  to  be  threatened 
44  with  an  hoftile  attack  from  any 
44  foreign  nation.” 

VIII.  44  That  the  expence  of 
44  an  armament  muft  be  burthen- 
44  fome  to  the  country,  and  is, 
44  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
44  as  far  as  this  houfe  is  informed, 
44  highly  inexpedient  and  unnecef- 
44  fary.” 

The  refolutions  of  Mr.  Grey  were 
oppofed  by  lord  Belgrave,  Mr.  Py- 
bus,  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  J.  T.  Stan¬ 
ley,  fir  William  Young,  and  Mr. 
Dundas ;  and  fupported  by  major 
Maitland,  lord  North,  Mr.  Powys, 
Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mr.  Sheridan. 
On  the  fide  of  the  miniftry  a  degree 
of  confidence  was  claimed,  not  on 
vague  or  indefinite  ground,  but  on 
the  unequivocal  and  fure  one  of 
their  former  merits.  Peace,  it  was 
faid,  was  certainly  preferable  to 
war  ;  but  even  war  was  preferable 
to  difhonourable  tranquillity.  Oc¬ 
zakow  was  reprefented  as  a  place  of" 
little  importance  ;  but  it  fhould  be 
remembered  that,  it  was  the  key  of 
Conftantinople,  and  thence  led  to 
the  acquifition  of  the  lower  Egypt 
and  Alexandria,  &c.  It  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  we  were  not  bound 
by  treaty  to  affift  Pruffia  on  the  pre¬ 
fent  occafion,  and  that  it  would  be 
even  imprudent  in  this  country  to 
promote  the  defigns  of  the  court 
of  Berlin  in  any  plan  of  national 
aggrandisement  or  couqueft.  But 

.  though.. 
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though  our  interference  might  not 
be  exprefsly  called  for  by  treaty, 
it  might  be  eflentially  neceffary  to 
the  welfare  of  Europe,  and  our  ©wn 
fafety  :  fuch  was  the  cafe  with  re - 
fpeCt  to  Holland,  where  we  were 
under  no  federal  neceffity  of  be¬ 
coming  parties  ;  but  the  balance  of 
power  required  that  that  country 
ihould  be  prevented  from  falling 
under  the  direction  of  France.  Set¬ 
ting  afide  every  idea  of  the  intrinfic 
importance  of  the  Turkifh  empire, 
the  unprecedented  aggrandifement 
of  Rufiia  was  a  mod  alarming  cir- 
cumftance.  If  (lie  were  differed  to' 
realize  her  obvious  fchemes  of  con- 
queft  and  dominion,  {he  would  cer¬ 
tainly  hereafter  do  us  more  harm 
than  her  friendfhip  could  do  us 
good.  Her  ambition  extended  to 
the  annihilation  of  all  the  powers  of 
the  north,  of  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Poland;  with  the  latter  of  which 
our  intereffs  were  materially  con¬ 
nected.  The  hemp  which  we  re¬ 
ceived  through  Rufiia,  was  chiefly 
the  growth  of  Poland  ;  and  if  it 
could  not  be  exported  through 
Riga,  there  were  other  ports  to 
which  our  merchantmen  could  have 
accefs — viz.  Memel,  Dantzick,  See. 
But  if  the  emprefs  was  differed  to 
proceed  in  her  fcheme  of  univerfal 
empire  in  the  north,  {he  would 
have  it  effectually  in  her  power  to 
withhold  our  naval  fupplies  when- 
i  ever  file  might  think  proper.  Cir- 
cuniltanced  as  {he  was  at  prefent,  it 
was  urged,  a  war  would  be  lefs 
difadvantageous  in  a  commercial 
view  to  us  than  to  her.  The  ba¬ 
lance  of  trade  in  favour  of  Rufiia 
was  ftated  to  be  1,500,000!.  The 
iniquitous  tranfaCtions  of  the  court 
of‘  Petetiburgh,  in  attempting  to 
unite  the  powers  of  the  Baltic 
again#  us  in  the  time  of  our  dif- 
trefs,  in  wrefting  the  Crimea  from 
the  Porte,  and  above  all,  in  dif- 
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membering  the  unhappy  kingdom 
of  Poland,  were  Hated  in  glowing 
colours.  Our  trade  with  Turkey 
was  noticed  as  being  far  from  con¬ 
temptible,  as  it  was  a  rifing  trade  ; 
and,  in  the  lait  year,  the  exports 
amounted  to  80c, 000 1. 

In  addition  to  the  former  argu¬ 
ments  of  oppofition,  it  was  now 
contended  that  minillers  had  pro- 
fefied  that  the  late  armament  Was 
to  enfure  permanent  tranquillity  to 
the  country.  It  was  further  faid, 
that  if  even  the  interefis  of  an  ally 
were  concerned,  that  was  no  reafon 
why  we  fiiould  not  attend  a  little 
to  our  own.  This  was  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  reducing  our  efla- 
bhfiiment,  and  turning  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  cultivation  of  peace- 
The  aggrandifement  of  Rufiia  was 
acknowledged  to  be  a  formidable 
circumftance  to  this  country ;  but 
how  could  it  be  proved  that  Ocza- 
kow  in  the  hands  of  the  czarina 
could  hurt  either  the  interefis  of 
Prufiia  or  this  country  ?  It  was  even 
fuggefted  that  Oczakow  was  held 
out  to  the  world  as  the  pretence  for 
this  armament,  when  in  faCt  its  ob- 
jeCt  was  the  aggrandifement  of  the 
king  of  Prufiia  ;  and  that  the-  ac¬ 
quisition  of  Thorn  and  Dantzick, 
which  were  guaranteed  to  Poland 
by  us,  was  the  objeCt  with  that  am¬ 
bitious  monarch. 

Mr.  Sheridan  in  particular,  in  a 
happy  vein  of  irony,  ridiculed  the 
filence  ol  miniftry,  the  doCtrine  of 
implicit  confidence,  the  devotion  of 
our  court  to  the  views  of  Prufiia, 
and  particularly  the  delufions  of  the 
minifier  with  refpeCt  to  the  fi¬ 
nances.  He  aiked  whether  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  recol¬ 
lected  the  very  different  profpeCts  to 
which  we  had  been  directed  to  turn 
our  eyes  in  this  year  ?  Did  he  re¬ 
collect  that  this  was  the  promifed 
millennium  ?  that  halcyon  year, 
N  2  /  in 
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in  which  we  were  not  only  to  have 
an  income  equal  to  our  expenditure, 
but  a  clear  million  a  year  furplus  to 
pay  towards  the  diminution  of  the 
national  debt,  and  a  permanent 
peace  eftablifhment !  Mr.  Sheridan 
contrafted  this  with  the  adtual  date 
of  the  moment,  the  immediate  pro- 
fpe<ft  of  another  war,  and  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  additional  taxes.  In  fpeak* 
ing  of  our  conduct  refpe&ing  Hol¬ 
land  in  1 7  ‘>7,  on  which  praife  had 
been  lavilhed  from  every  quarter, 
he  declared  that,  if  the  queftion  were 
put  to  him,  whether,  as  a  fingle 
tneafure,  he  rejoiced  at  it?  he  fhould 
without  heiitation  anfwer  that  he 
did  not ;  becaufe  he  never  could 
rejoice  at  feeing  the  ftock  of  liberty 
diminifhed;  and  by  our  interference, 
that  noble  republic  was  again  re¬ 
duced  to  the  miferable  Hate  of  vaf- 
falage  under  which  fhe  had  fo  long 
groaned.  He  admitted,  however, 
that  the  probability  which  then  ex¬ 
ited  of  that  country  becoming  a 
province  of  France,  excufed  an  in¬ 
terference  which  would  have  been 
©therwife  inexcufable.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  concluded  with  condemning, 
in  pointed  terms,  the  fyilem  of  our 
treaty  with  Pruflia.  It  was  a  fyf- 
tem,  he  faid,  of  ambition,  of  vain¬ 
glory,  and  of  intrigue  ;  and  fattened 
upon  11s  a  concern  (above  all  others 
moll  pernicious)  with  the  Germanic 
league. 

Mr.  Grey’s  refolutions  were  ne¬ 
gatived  by  a  majority  of  80. 

The  queftion  was  agitated  a  third 
time  on  the  15th  of  April,  on  two 
motions  being  made  by  Mr.  Baker  ; 
the  firft  exprefling  it  as  the  duty  of 
the  houfe,  before  they  proceed  to 
lay  additional  burthens  on  their  con- 
ttituents,  to  enquire  into  the  juflice 
and  necefiity  of  the  objects  ;  the 
fecond  ftating,  that  no  information 
had  been  given  to  the  houfe  on  the 
prefect  occafloa.  After  fo  full  an 


inveftigation,  however,  as  the  fubv 
je£t  had  previoufly  undergone,  it  ia 
obvious  that  fcarcely  any  thing  new 
could  be  advanced  ;  it  is  therefore 
fnfficient  to  fay  that  Mr,  Baker’* 

'  motions  were  both  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  92. 

The  laft  time  in  which,  during 
the  fefiion,  this  queftion  was  agi¬ 
tated  in  the  commons,  was  on  the 
25th  of  May,  when  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty  was  moved  by  Mr.  T. 
Grenville,  in  a  very  able  fpeech, 
which,  after  having  treated  the  fub- 
je£t  fo  largely,  it  is  unneceffary  to 
report.  On  two  or  three  confti- 
tutional  points,  however,  Mr.  Qren» 
ville  was  peculiarly  clear  and  pointed. 
He  faid,  no  man  was  more  ftrenu- 
oufly  difpofed  to  maintain  the  royal 
prerogatives  than  he  always  was — 
The  right  of  making  war  and  peace 
was  one  of  thefe  prerogatives— -As 
however  it  was,  perhaps,  above  all 
others,  the  moft  dangerous  to  exer- 
cife,  it  was  precifely  that  preroga¬ 
tive  which,  even  at  the  moft  defpotic 
periods  of  our  hiftory,  was  moft, 
meddled  with ;  and  the  reafon  was 
plain,  becaufe  the  means  of  making 
war  was  never  to  be  obtained  but 
by  the  confent  of  the  commons. 
Agreeably  to  this  fentiment,  he 
pointed  out  feveral  inftances,  one  fo 
early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
when  the  parliament  refufed  to  pay 
his  fitter’s  portion,  becaufe  that  al¬ 
liance  was  made  without  their  ad¬ 
vice.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
that  prince  was  obliged  to  call  ftx- 
teen  parliaments,  for  the  direct  pur- 
pofe  of  fubmitting  his  treaties  of 
war  and  peace,  &c.  to  their  advice. 
Similar  precedents  he  quoted  from 
almoft  all  the  fucceeding  reigns. 

Another  circumftance,  againft. 
which  Mr.  Grenville  entered  a  very 
forcible  proteft,  was  general  votes  of 
credit.  If  a  precife  fum  had  been 
voted,  he  obferved.  the  houfe  would, 

have^ 
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Wve  been  better  enabled  to  judge 
whether  that  futn  was  fuch  as  they 
could  have  juftified  themfelves  to 
their  conftituents  in  voting.  The 
expence  which  they  had  pledged 
themfelves  to  fupport  might  be  ei¬ 
ther  very  great  or  very  little.  He 
remarked,  that  it  was  true  that  a  ge¬ 
neral  vote  of  credit  paffed  in  March 
1717  ;  but  in  April  it  became  the 
fubjed  of  a  very  warm  and  import¬ 
ant  debate— it  being  held  unparlia¬ 
mentary  to  grant  any  fupply  before 
fome  eftimate  was  laid  before  the 
houfe — and  the  queftion  was  only 
carried  by  a  majority  of  153  to  149. 
In  1734  this  bad  practice  is  menti¬ 
oned  with  great  blame  and  reproach 
by  the  very  able  author  of  Precedents 
of  Parliament.  In  the  year  1739, 
and  afterwards  in  1 757,  abetter  prac¬ 
tice  took  place,  and  has  obtained 
ever  fince,  confining  the  credit  to  a 
precife  and  fpecific  fum. 

Mr.  Grenville  mentioned  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  king  of  Pruflia’s  defigns 
npon  Dantzick  and  Thorn  ;  a  ceffion 
which  we  could  not  countenance 
without  a  manifeli  breach  of  feveral 
facred  and  important  treaties. 

>  Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  allowed  that  the  houfe  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  interpofe  with 
its  advice  to  the  crown ;  but  obferv- 
ed,  that  was  not  the  queftion  at  pre- 
fent,  but  whether  it  was  expedient 
or  politic  to  make  ufe  of  that  right 
^vhile  an  important  negociation  was 
ftill  pending. 

Mr.  Pitt  denied  utterly  the  im¬ 
putation  of  a  delign  in  miniftrv  to 
procure  any  acquifition  to  Pruffia  by 
this  armament ;  and  with  refped  to 
the  vote  of  credit,  he  attempted  to 
j  /hew,  that  it  put  it  lefs  in  the  power 
i  of  miniftry  to  abufe  the  confidence 
i  of  parliament,  than  if  it  had  been 
a  vote  of  credit  for  a  million,  the 
ufual  vote  on  thefe  occafions.  Had 
fchat  been  the  vote,  minifters  would 
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have  had  the  million,  befides. all  that 
could  be  fpared  out  of  the  fupply 
of  ways  and  means,  at  their  com¬ 
mand  ;  whereas,  from  the  nature  of 
the  vote  which  they  had  palled, 
they  had  now  nothing  more  than 
what  could  be  fpared  from  the  fup¬ 
ply  of  ways  and  means. 

The  houfe  divided  on  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville’s  propofed  addrefs,  ayes  1 14; 
noes  208. 

The  queftion  concerning  the  poli¬ 
cy  and  expediency  of  the  armament 
againft  Ruflia  was  agitated  feveral 
times  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  in 
feveral  forms.  The  firft  debate  was 
on  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  in  re-‘ 
ply  to  his  majefty’s  mefl'age  on  the 
29th  of  March  ;  but  the  arguments 
are  fo  completely  amticipated  in  our 
account  of  what  paffed  in  the  com¬ 
mons,  that  it  would  anfwer  no  pur- 
pofe  to  detail  them. 

On  the  firft  of  April  the  fubjed 
was  again  brought  before  the  houfe, 
by  a  motion  of  earl  Fitzwilliam,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was,  to  affert  to 
the  public  that  we  were  bound  by 
no  article  of  the  Pruffian  treaty  to 
take  any  part  in  the  war  between 
Ruflia  and  the  Porte.  In  this  de¬ 
bate  much  diplomatic  knowledge 
was  difplayed  by  lord  Stormont, 
the  duke  of  Leeds,  and  others.  It 
was  contended  on  the  one  baud,  that 
if  the  Pruffian  treaty  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  either  the  remote  or  the 
immediate  caufe  of  the  prefent  ar¬ 
mament,  it  was  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  an  ojfevfive  treaty.  The 
treaty  itfelf  was  feverely  eenfured, 
as  calculated  only  to  ferve  the  am¬ 
bitious  purpofes  of  that  infatiable 
court,  and  to  anfwer  no  good  end  to 
Great  Britain.  On  the  other  hand 
it  was  alleged,  that  the  Pruffian 
treaty  was  entirely  out  of  the  quef¬ 
tion  on  this  occafion  ;  that  it  was 
altogether  a  queftion  of  expediency; 
that  the  extenfion  of  the  Ruffian 
.  N  3  power 
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power  threatened  to  be  fatal  to  Po¬ 
land  and  the  northern  ftates,  and 
was  formidable  to  all  Europe.  Lord 
FitzwillianPs  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  confiderable  majority. 

It  was  not  till  the  9th  of  May 
that  the  topic  was  renewed,  when 
the  hate  of  the  negociation  ap¬ 
peared  to  warrant  oppofition  in 
bringing  forward  a  motion  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  importance  of  the  Ruffian 
trade.  In  oppofition  to  their  argu¬ 
ments  on  the  occafion,  however,  it 
was  ftated  by  lord  Grenville,  “  that 
the  trade  was  infinitely  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  Ruffia  than  to  us  ;  and  if 
Britifh  commerce  had  been  carried 
to  any  extent  in  Ruffia,  it  was  not 
on  account  of  any  exclufive  pri¬ 
vileges  we  poffefled,  but  for  this 
rcafon-— becaufe  the  Ruffian  con- 
fumers  found  tfiemfelves  better  fup- 
plied  from  Great  Britain  than  from 
any  other  market  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Ruffian  merchant 
found  a  better  market  for  his  com¬ 
modities  in  Great  Britain  than  elfe- 
where.” 

Lord  Rawdon  obferved,  that  on 
a  former  day  it  had  been  ftated,  that 
Great  Britain  was  under  no  fpecific 
engagement  to  the  king  of  Pruffia 
to  enter  on  this  war,  but  that  expe¬ 
diency  had  dictated  the  meafure.  If, 
mftead  of  that  ground  which  had 
been  ftated  by  his  majefty’s  minif- 
ters,  they  had  ftated,  that  a  fecret 
treaty  had  been  entered  into  with 
Pruffia,  he  ffiould  have  commended 
them  for  their  prefent  conduct  in 
llanding  to  their  engagements. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  cor¬ 
roborated  much  of  what  had  fallen 
from  lord  Rawdon,  and  remarked, 
that  it  had  been  the  policy  of  for¬ 
mer  times  to  try  at  all  hazards  to 
keep  Dantzick  out  of  the  hands  of 
Pruffia  ;  and  we  were  now  endea¬ 
vouring  to  put  Pruffia  in  pofteffion 
of  that  place?  and  thereby  render 


our  trade  with  Poland  •  entirely  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  will  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  con¬ 
tended  by  lord  Mulgrav?  and  others, 
“  That  it  was  a  well-known  faff 
that  Ruffia,  ever  fince  Ihe  had 
emerged  from  barbarifm,  about  200 
years  ago,  had  been  purfuing  one 
regular  fchenie  of  ambition  to  ex¬ 
tend  her  conquefts  far  and  wide.  ” 
—-The  motion  was  negatived  by  96 
againft  29. 

A  feeble  attempt  was  made  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  feffion,  to  prevent  the  proro¬ 
gation  of  parliament  till  the  Ruffian 
difpute  ffiould  be  terminated  ;  but 
it  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
In  a  former  chapter  we  have  briefly 
ftated  in  what  manner  and  upon 
what  terms  the  peace  was  conclud¬ 
ed  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte. 
As  the  war  was  certainly  unpopular 
in  England,  it  is  probable  that  our 
miniftry  thought  it  prudent  to  abate 
of  their  demands.  As  a  concef- 
fton  to  popular  opinion,  every  friend 
to  liberty  will  rejoice  in  the  circum- 
ftance  ;  but  the  politician,  who 
looks  deep  into  the  defigns  of  courts, 
and  the  probable  caule  of  events, 
will  hefitate  before  he  absolutely 
condemns  adminiftration  for  their 
interference  on  that  occafion. 

Difapproving,  as  we  unreferved- 
ly  do,  of  the  Prufjian  alliance,  we 
cannot  help  thinking  that  every 
ftatefman  who  wifhes  well  to  the 
peace,  profperity,  and  liberties  of 
Europe  will  look  with  a  jealous  eye 
on  the  proceedings  of  Ruffia.  The 
rage  for  univerfal  dominion  is  a  rage 
which  will  in  general  only  poflefs 
the  mind  ©f  a  barbarian  ;  but  the 
evidence  of  hiftory  allures  us  that  it 
is  as  natural  to  man  in  a  certain  ftat.e 
of  fociety,  as  it  is  contrary  to  his 
feelings  in  a  ftate  of  high  cultiva- 
tion  and  luxurious  enjoyment.  Eu- 
-,*r‘  -  .«  ••  ;  .  -  •  •  ‘rope 
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rope  has  more  than  once  been  over¬ 
whelmed  by  hordes  of  favages  from 
the  frozen  regions  of  the  north ; 
nor  is  it  entirely  vifionary  to  fay* 
that  it  is  at  lead;  within  the  bounds 
of  poffibillly ,  that,  while  the  civilized 
dates  of  Europe  may  be  internally 
agitated  by  the  difficult  procefs  of 
meliorating  and  correcting  their 
forms  of  government,  they  may 
fall  a  prey  to  a  favage  defpot,  whofe 
refources  are  inexhaullible,  ami 
whofe  ambition,  avarice  and  cru¬ 
elty  are  relentlefs.  But  ffiould  no¬ 
thing  like  this  be  the  cafe  ;  fhould 
there  be  no  reafon  to  apprehend  the 
forcible  fubverfion  of  the  free  and 
civilized  Hates  of  Europe  ;  it  is  a 
matter  of  fome  moment  that  a  pow¬ 
er,  with  a  temper  and  difpolition 
fuch  asr  we  have  defcribed,  fhould 
be  able,  on  any  occaiional  caprice, 
to  plunge  all  Europe  into  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war.  The  arrangements 
too  which  fuch  a  power  may  eftablifh 
with  refpe£t  to  other  nations,  will 
probably  on  fome  occafion  be  found 
materially  to  affeCf  the  commerce 
and  the  other  external  intereds  of 
this  country.  If  therefore,  in 
conjunction  with  fuch  a  force  as 
that  of  Pruffia,  Great  Britain  had 
expended  a  few  millions  in  diminish¬ 
ing  the  enormous  power  of  that  for¬ 


midable  empire,  the  treafure  would 
perhaps  have  been  lefs  fruitlefsly 
expended  than  in  mod  of  the  wars 
in  which  this  nation  has  lately  en¬ 
gaged.  . 

As,  in  the  courfe  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  feffion,  a  confiderable  difference 
of  opinion  had  exided  relative  to 
the  fuppofed  date  of  the  national 
finances,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  on  the  8th  of  April,  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  feleCt  com¬ 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  date  of 
the  public  income  and  expenditure. 
To  this  he  added,  that  the  number 
of  the  faid  committee  be  nine,  and 
that  they  be  chofen  by  ballot.  On 
the  Monday  following  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  chofen  ;  and,  with  a  great 
degree  of  diligence  and  attention, 
they  produced  a  very  accurate  report 
fufficiently  early  in  the  feffion  to 
meet  the  opening  of  the  minifter’s 
budget  on  the  J  8th  of  May. 

In  dating  the  articles  of  expen¬ 
diture,  and  of  ways  and  means  for 
the  current  year,  Mr.  Pitt  defired 
to  keep  them  entirely  feparate  from 
the  expences  of  the  armament  on 
the  difpute  with  Spain,  which  had 
been  already  provided  for.  This 
being  the  cafe,  the  other  annual 
expences  of  the  nation  dood  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Navy  -  -  -  ^.2,131,000 

Army  -  1,853,000 

Ordnance  -  443,000 

Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  tax  400,000 
Deficiency -of  grants  -  -  207,000 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  -  -  694,000 

Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  -  5,728,000 


The  ways  and  means  for  railing  that  fupply  wrere  as  follows  : 

Dand  and  malt  -  -  £.  2,750,000 

Surplus  of  lad  year  -  -  303,221 

Lottery  .  -  -  306,250 

{Surplus  of  the  permanent  taxes,  deducting  the  intered  of 


the  public,  debt  and  the  civil  lilt 


2, 1 10,000 


Carried  over  5,469,471 

N  4  Out- 
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Brought  over 

Outftanding  balance  of  accounts 
Probable  increafe  of  receipts  on  tobacco,  land-tax,  arrears, 
hemp  duty,  &cf  -  ?  -  -  j 


5,469,47  r 
154,000 

120,000 


From  which  deduCt  £  of  a  year’s  annuity  due  to  the  duke 
of  Clarence  -  -  * 


£•  5. 743»47> 


} 


9,000 


Totals  qf  ways  and  means  £,  5,734,47 1 


Mr.  Pitt  declined  going  into  a 
general  difcuffion  of  the  ftate  of  the 
finances,  lince  it  had  been  fo  ably 
and  accurately  Hated  in  the  report 
of  the  feledt  committee,  which,  he 
faid,  he  hoped  every  gentleman 
would  attentively  examine  ;  and  he 
flattered  himfelf  that  110  one  could 
examine  it,  without  receiving  a 
great  degree  of  fatisfaction. 

Mr.  Sheridan  intimated,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  name  the  fiift 
vacant  day  for  the  difcuffion  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  there¬ 
fore  ffiould  not  enter  into  a  detail  of 
his  objections  at  prefent.  There 
were,  lie  faid,  certain  omiffions  on 
both  Tides  of  the  account ;  but  on 
the  whole  he  would  then  barely  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  report  coincided 
with  every  word  he  had  ever  trou¬ 
bled  the  houfe  with  upon  that  fub- 
je<ft. 

In  purfuance  of  this  converfation, 
on  the  23d  of  May  Mr.  Sheridan 
gave  notice,  that  onT uefday  the  3  ]  ft 
he  ffiould  bring  forward  fome  refo- 
lutions  on  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  finance,  and  that  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  ffiould  do  it  was,  by 
moving  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  to  take  the  fame  into  confi- 
deration. — It  was,  however,  Friday 
the  3d  of  June  before  Mr.  Sheridan 
was  able  to  come  forward  with  his 
refolutipns,  which  he  prefaced  with 
a  fpeech  of  fome  length.  He  com¬ 
plained  in  general  terms  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  attention  which  the  houfe  feem- 

-  7 
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ed  to  pay  to  objeCts  of  finance,  as 
revenue  bills,  he  remarked,  were  al- 
moft  confidered  as  out  of  the  cogni* 
zance  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  to  be  left  entirely  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafury.  He  had  never 
been  able  to  get  even  one  tax.-biil 
publiffied.  He  remarked  it  as  a  fub- 
jeCt  worthy  of  attention,  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  ffiould  be  appointed  in  179 1 
to  review  the  report  of  1 7 86  ;  and 
that  this  committee  fhould  report  a 
ftate  of  articles  of  revenue  and  ex¬ 
penditure,  fo  different  from  that  of 
the  committee  of  1786,  The  com¬ 
mittee  of  1786  confidently  afferted, 
that  14,400,000!.  was  perfeCUy 
fufficient  for  a  permanent  peace  eft 
tabliffiment  ;  whereas  in  1791  they 
had  not  commenced  their  peace  efta- 
bliffiment,  and  were  totally  and  entire¬ 
ly  without  any  profpeCt  of  commen¬ 
cing  it.  The  committee  of  1791  had 
given  a  new  eftimate,  adding  the  fum 
of  half  a  million  to  the  permanent  eft 
tabliffiment.  It  was  furprifing,  he 
faid,  that  in  proportion  as  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Great  Britain  vaniffied,  the 
country  had  increafed  its  taxes  and 
expences !  and  in  proportion  as 
France  had  disappeared  as  a  na¬ 
tional  enemy,  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  conceived  it  to  be  a  ne- 
ccffary  part  of  his  duty  to  find  out 
new  enemies  to  replace  the  old,  and 
to  increafe  our  eftabliffiments.  Be¬ 
fore  Chriftmas  he  had  taken  the  li¬ 
berty  of  declaring,  that  the  average 
of  the  receipt  of  the  whole  na¬ 
tional  income  did  not  amount  to  the 
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(ttm  at  which  it  was  Hated  in  the 
report  of  the  finance  committee  of 
1786.  He  had  been  contradicted 
in  this  affertion,  though  the  report 
of  the  committee  did  diftinCtly  bear 
him  out  in  it.  Mr.  Sheridan  next 
proceeded  to  compare  the  report  of 
1786  with  the  report  of  1791,  in 
order  to  (hew  that  the  expenditure 
exceeded  the  revenue.  He  faid,  fo 
long  as  they  raifed  money  by  a 
lottery,  he  could  never  believe  the 
country  to  be  in  a  flourilhinu- 
fete.  _ 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  with 
moving  the  following  40  refolutions, 
the  objedl  of  which  was  to  prove, 
that  the  permanent  addition  of 
434,000b  to  the  peace  efiablifii- 
ment,  as  Hated  by  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee,  ought  not  to  receive  the 
countenance  of  the  houfe. — That 
by  the  report  of  the  committee  our 
annual  income  exceeded  our  expen¬ 
diture  by  only  6i,io81.  ;  a  balance 
wholly  inadequate  to  provide  for 
thofe  extraordinary  expences  which 
were  actually  forefeen  and  admitted 
by  the  committee  ; — and  that  with 
refpedt  to  the  fum  appropriated  to 
the  gradual  liquidation  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  the  fail  was,  that  while 
an  annuity  of  in,o2ol.  had  been 
redeemed  by  the  commiflioners  in 
behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  form 
of  repurchafing  the  debt,  an  annuity 
of  four  times  that  amount  was  en¬ 
tailed  ou  the  public  by  the  increafed 
eflablifiiment. 

“  I.  Refolved,  That  it  appears 
that  the  feleCt  committee  of  1786 
‘  proceeded  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
the  annual  and  permanent  taxes  then 
fubfifling,  were  likely  to  produce 
annually  the  fum  of  1 5 >397^47  il.^ 

“  II.  Refolved,  That  the  feledt 
committee  of  1786  Hate,  that  a  far¬ 
ther  confiderable  increafe  in  the  then 
fubilHing  taxes  beyond  their  eHimate 
might  be  expe&ed,  ‘  if  the  dve  col- 


le&ion  thereof  could  be  fecured  by 
meafures  adequate  to  the  purpofe/ 
and  ‘  fuch  as  would  probably  afford 
an  ample  provifion  for  any  deficient 
cies  which  might,  at  any  time,  be 
found  in  certain  extraordinary  re- 
fources,*  before  enumerated  by  the 
faid  feledf  committee. 

“  III.  Refolved,  That  it  appear® 
by  the  report  of  the  feledt  committee 
of  1791,  that  the  produce  of  the 
faid  taxes  from  the  5th  of  January 
1786  to  the  5th  of  January  1787, 
amounted  only  to  the  fum  of 
14,405,702b  being  991,769b  lefs 
in  each  year  than  the  fum  effimated. 

*6  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes  upon  an  average  of  two  year* 
(viz.  1 786  and  1787)  amounted  only 
to  14,864,834b  being  5,32,637b 
lefs  in  each  year  than  the  fum  efii- 
mated. 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes  upon  an  average  of  three  years 
(viz.  1786,  1787,  and  1788)  a- 
mounted  only  to  15,037,263b  being 
360,208b  lefs  in  each  year  than  the 
committee  eHimated. 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes  upon  an  average  of  four  years 
(viz*  1786,  1787,  1788,  and  1789) 
amounted  only  to  I5,222,7c8bbeing 
1 74,763b  lefs  in  each  year  than  the 
committee  eHimated. 

“  That  the  produce  of  the  faid 
taxes  upon  an  average  of  five  years 
(viz.  1786,  1787,  1788,  1789,  and 
1790)  has  amounted  to  15,448,479b 
being  and  exceeding  51,008b  be¬ 
yond  the  eHimate  of  the  faid  fele& 
committee. 

“  IV.  Refolved, That  in  this  calcu¬ 
lation  the  feledl  committee  of  1791 
have  not  adverted  to  all  the  addi¬ 
tional  impofitions  which  ought  to 
have  been  deducted  from  their  eHi¬ 
mate. 

“  V.  Refolved,  That  the  total 
net  produce  of  the  public  income, 
upon  an  average  tof  the  laff  five 
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years,  viz.  from  6th  of  January  1786 
to  5th  of  January  1791  (both  in- 
clufive),  has  amounted  annually  to 
the  fum  of  15,618,775b 

“  VI.  Refolved,  That  the  ave¬ 
rage  expenditure  during  the  fame 
period,  including  the  fums  paid  to 
the  American  loyaliffs,  and  on  ac¬ 
count,  of  other  temporary  mifcella- 
neous  fervices,  and  the  fums  ifiued. 
to  the  commiffioners  for  difcharging 
the  national  debt,  and  adding  the 
efiimated  expence  of  the  militia  for 
the  years  1789  and  1790;  but  ex- 
clufive  of  the  expence  of  the  arma¬ 
ment  of  1790,  and  of  any  addition 
to  the  navy  debt  hnce  17 86,  has 
amounted  annually  to  the  fum  of 
56,855,109b 

VII.  Refolved,  That  the  ave¬ 
rage  excefs  of  expenditure,  beyond 
the  average  income,  during  the  above 
period,  has  amounted  annually  to 
2,236,334b 

“  Vill.  Refolved,  That  the  total 
produce  of  the  public  income,  upon 
an  average  of  the  laft  three  years, 
viz.  from  6th  January  1788  to  5th 
January-  1791  (both  inclufive),  has 
amounted  annually  to  the  fum  of 
16,030,286b 

“  IX.  Refolved,  That  the  ave¬ 
rage  expenditure,  during  the  fame 
period,  including  the  fums  paid  to 
the  American  loyalifts,  and  on  ac¬ 
count  of  other  temporary  mifcella- 
neous  fervices,  and  the  fums  iffued  to 
the  commiffioners  for  difcharging  the 
national  debt,  and  adding  the  efti- 
niated  expence  of  the  militia  for  the 
years  1789  and  1790  ;  but  exclufiye 
of  the  expence  of  the  armament  in 
1 790,  and  of  any  addition  to  the  navy 
debt  fince  1786,  has  amounted  an¬ 
nually  to  the  fum  of  16,978,073!. 

“  X.  Refolved,  That  the  average 
excefs  of  expenditure,  beyond  the 
average  income  during  the  above 
period,  has  amounted  annually  to 
94.7,7871. 
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S  H  AN  D 

“  XI.  Refolved,  That  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  armament  in  the  year 
1 790,  feparately  provided  for,  and 
not  included  in  the  above  account, 
has  amounted  to  a  fum  exceeding 
3, 000, cool. 

Cl  XII.  Refolved,  That  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  addition  to  the  navy 
debt,  fince  the  3 1  It  of  December 
.  1785,  is  eftimated  by  the  feledff 
.committee  at  437,950!.  and  that  by 
an  account  delivered  to  the  houfe 
lince  the  report  of  the  .  committee, 
this  debt  appears  to  have  been  far¬ 
ther  increafed. 

“  XIII.  Refolved,  That  the  to¬ 
tal  amount  of  the  exceeding  of  ex¬ 
penditure  in  the  five  years  before 
Hated,  exclufive  of  this  addition  to 
the  navy  debt,  and  of  the  expence 
of  the  armament  in  179c,  amounts 
to  the  fum  of  6,181,670b 

“  XIV.  Refolved,  That  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  refources,  by  which  this 
deficiency  has  been  fupplied  during 
the  above  period,  have  amounted  to 
the  fum  of  6,191,105b  and  have 
arifen  from  the  following  articles, 
viz. 

From  rcfpited  duties  £* 
paid  in  by  the  Eaft  India 
company  —  —  522,500 

From  arrears  of  land- 
tax  granted  prior  to 
1786  —  —  131,467 

Ditto  malt  — •  14,875 

From  fums  remaining 
in  the  exchequer  on  the 
5th  of  January  1786  1,172,119 

From  the  impreft  mo¬ 
neys  and  moneys  repaid  820,165 
From  money  repaid  on 
account  of  advance  for 
foreign  fecret  fervice  — -  34,000 

From  fale  of  French 
prizes  - —  —  ,  3,000 

From  army  favings, 
and  Chelfea  penlioners  1,091,147 
From  profit  on  the  an¬ 
nual  lottery  •—  1,212,692 

Railed, 
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Railed  by  way  of  ton¬ 
tine  —  —  1,002,14.0 

Ditto,  by  granting 
ihort annuities  — -  187,000 


£.6,191,10.5 

<e  XV.  Refolved,  That  from  the 
nature  of  the  articles  which  have 
compofed  thefe  extraordinary  aids, 
no  fimilar  afiifiance  can  be  expected 
in  future,  excepting  from  the  article 
of  a  lottery,  fhould  the  legiflature 
continue  to  think  it  right  to  avail 
itfelf  of  that  expedient. 

“  XVI.  Refolved,  That  the  fe- 
.  left  committee  appointed  in  1786, 
to  examine  and  Hate  the  accounts 
relating  to  the  public  income  and 
expenditure,  and  to  report  what 
might  be  expected  to  be  the  annual 
amount  of  the  faid  income  and  ex¬ 
penditure  in  future,  Hated  the  ex¬ 
pected  future  expenditure  upon  ,a 
permanent  peace  eHablifhment,  in¬ 
cluding  the  annual  million  to  be 
paid  by  the  commiflioners,  at  the 
fum  of  15,478,1811. 

“  XVII.  Refolved,  That  the  fe¬ 
ted!  committee  appointed  in  the 
prefent  year  1791,  to  examine  into 
{he  amount  of  the  public  income 
and  expenditure  during  the  laH  five 
years,  and  alfo  to  report  to  the  houfe 
what  may  be  expedited  to  be  the  an¬ 
nual  amount  in  future.  Hated  the 
expedted  expenditure  upon  a  per¬ 
manent  peace  eHablifhment,  includ¬ 
ing  the  annual  million  to  be  paid  to 
the  commifiioners,  at  the  fum  of 
15,969,178!.  a  fum  exceeding  the 
permanent  peace  eHablifhment,  as 
Hated  by  the  committee  of  1786, 
by  490,997!. 

'  «  XVIII.  Refolved,  That  in  the 
report  of  the  feleCt  committee  in 
17,86,  the  accounts  are  Hated  to 
Jjiave  been  prepared  on  a  calculation 
©fa  permanent  peace  eHablifhment 


taking  place  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  1790. 

u  XIX.  Refolved,  That  the  fe¬ 
leCt  committee  of  1791  Hate  no  time 
when  their  eHimate  of  a  permanent 
■  peace  eHablifhment  may  be  expeCted 
to  commence. 

“  XX.  Refolved,  That  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  prefent  year,  according 
to  the  fervices  already  voted,  and 
exclulive  of  any  extra  expence  for 
the  prefent  armament,  will  amount 
to  the  fum  of  16,833,920!.  or  more, 
exceeding  the  permanent  peace 
eHablifhment  of  the  feleCt  committee 
of  1786  by  the  fum  of  i>355>739l« 
and  the  enlarged  eHimate  of  the 
committee  of  1791  by  the  fum  of 
864,742b 

4<  XX  T.  Refolved,  That  the  fe- 
le&committee  of  1  786  calculated  th'e 
amount  of  the  permanent  peace  eHa¬ 
blifhment,  under  the  five  heads  of 
navy,  army,  ordnance,  militia,  and 
mifcellaneous  fervices,at  3,913,274b 

£• 

Navy  —  —  1,800,000 

Army  —  —  1,600,000 

Ordnance  —  348,000 

Militia  —  —  91,000 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  745274 


viz. 


£.3,9i3,274 


“  XXII.  Refolved,  That  the  fe- 
Ie£l  committee  of  1791  calculate 
the  amount  of  the  permanent  peace 
efiablifhment,  under  the  fame  five 
heads  of  navy,  army,  ordnance,  mi¬ 
litia,  and  mifcellaneous  fervices,  at 


4»347»S691*  ^iz* 

Navy  —  — 

Army\  —  — 

Ordnance  — — 

Militia  - - — 

Mifcellaneous  fervices 


£• 

2,000,000 

1,748,842 

375,000 

95  ’3 1  * 

128,416 


/•4»347.56S> 

exceeding 
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•xceeding  in  tliefe  five  articles  the 
eftimate  of  1786  by  the  fum  of 
434,295b 

“  XXIII.  Refolved,  That  the 
fele&  committee  of  1791  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  thought  it  within  their 
province,  to  enquire  into,  or  date 
any  ground  or  neceffity  for  fuch  in- 
crcsfc* 

“  XXIV.  Refolved,  That  the 
fums  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the 
prefent  year,  under  the  above  heads, 
but  including  no  provifion  for  the 
prefent  armament,  are  as  follow  : 

Navy  —  —  2,131,000 

Army  —  — <  1,853,000 

Ordnance  —  443,000 

Militia  —  — ■  93,311 

Mifcellaneous  fervices, 

Including  fums  to  the 
American  loyalifts  and 
othef  allowances  — -  690,000 

£.5,212,311 

exceeding  the  eftimate  of  1786,  by 
the  fum  of  1,299,037!.  and  the  efti¬ 
mate  of  1791,  by  864,742b  but  de¬ 
ducing  the  fum  of  306,000b  of  the 
fum  voted  to  the  loyalifts,  as  being  to 
be  defrayed  by  the  profits  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  then  exceeding  the  eftimate  of 
1786  by  the  fum  of  993,037b  and 
the  eftimate  of  1791  by  the  fum  of 
558,4721. 

€t  XXV.  Refolved,  That  the  fe- 
leC  committee,  eftimating  upon  an 
average  of  the  three  laft  years,  and 
adverting  to  the  additional  week’s 
Receipt  in  1 790,  have  calculated  the 
future  probable  annual  income  at 
the  fum  of  16,030,286b  exclufive 
of  the  profits  on  a  lottery. 

“  XXVI.  Refolved,  That  the 
receipt  of  each  of  the  two  laft  years 
appears  to  have  confiderably  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  fum. 

“  XXVII.  Refolved,  That  in  the 
receipt  of  the  latter  year,  the  great 


increafe  appears  to  have  arifen  under 
the  head  of  Excife,  and  that  in  the 
articles  of  fpirits,  and  fpirit  licences 
alone,  the  exceeding  in  the  receipt 
of  the  year  1790,  over  the  receipt 
of  the  year  1786,  amounts  to  the 
fum  of  509,355b 

“  XXlX.  Refolved,  That  for 
thefe  and  other  confiderations,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  highly  proper  in 
the  feledt  committee  to  calculate 
upon  an  average  of  three  years  at 
leaft,  the  future  expedted  income  ; 
at  the  fame  time  this  committee  ad¬ 
mits,  that  on  a  review  of  the  whole 
of  the  accounts,  the  future  income 
may  reafonably  be  expedted  to  a- 
mount  to  the  fum  eftimated  by  the 
feleC  committee. 

“  XXX.  Refolved,  That  upon 
this  eftimate  it  appears,  that  our  fu¬ 
ture  income  is  calculated  as  likely  to 
exceedour  expenditure  to  the  amount 
of  61, 108b  per  annum.  £. 

Income  — -  —  16,030,286 

Expenditure  —  15,969,178 

Balance  £.  61,108 

iC  XXXI.  Refolved,  That  this 
balance  is  wholly  inadequate  to  pro- 
vide  for  thofe  extraordinary  expences 
which  are  actually  forefeen  and  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  feledt  committee  ;  for 
though  the  feledl  committee  ftate 
that  they  do  not  conceive  that  it 
falls  within  their  province,  to  consi¬ 
der  what  other  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pences  not  included  in  any  eftimate 
before  them  may  occur  in  the  eourfe 
qf  years,  yet  they  farther  ftate, 

*  that  the  only  article  of  this  nature 
which  has  been  brought  diftin&ly 
under  their  view,  is  the  amount  of 
the  money  remaining  due  upon  the 
principal  and  intereft  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  and  Eaft  Florida  claims,  which 
has  been  directed  by  parliament  €0 
be  paid  by  inftalments.’  And  it 
farther  appears,  that  this  article,  fo 

diftin&fy’ 
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4iftin&ly  brought  to  the  view  of  the 
feledl  committee,  is  ftated  by  them 
to  have  amounted,  on  the  loth  of 
O&ober  1790,  to  1,546,0621.  ex- 
clufive  of  the  intereft  payable  on 
fuch  part  of  it  as  remains  undis¬ 
charged,  and  excluiiye  alfo  of  farther 
annual  payments  and  penfions  to 
American  loyalifts,  amounting  to 
54>2nh  per  annum. 

“  XXXII.  Refolved,  That  be- 
fides  this  article  fo  hated  by  the 
committee,  it  appears  from  the  ord¬ 
nance  eftimate,  inferted  in  their  Ap¬ 
pendix,  that  the  eftimate  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  annual  expence  of  that  office 
is  ‘exclufive  of  fuch  fums  as  are 
contained  in  the  eftimate  of  the 
board  of  land  and  fea  officers,  for  ad¬ 
ditional  works,  for  fecurity  of  his 
majefty’s  dock-yards,  and  of  any 
other  fortifications,  or  other  new 
works  to  be  carried  on  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  North  America,  or  elfe- 
where.* 

“  XXXIII.  Refolved,  That  to 
meet  thefe  heavy  articles  of  inevita¬ 
ble  extra  expence,  or  the  expence 
attending  the  prefent  armament,  as 
for  any  future  exceeding,  under  the 
head  ‘  of  Mifcellanies,,  beyond  the 
fum  eftimated,  the  feledt  committee 
refer  us  to  no  extra  refource  that 
can  be  relied  on,  but  that  of  a  lot¬ 
tery. 

/‘  XXXIV.  Refolved,  That  ad¬ 
mitting  the  future  income  to  meet 
the  eftimated  expenditure,  or  even 
fo  to  increafe,  as  with  the  aid  of 
a  lottery  to  fatisfy  the  above  certain 
extra  demands  in  the  courfe  of  the 
five  years  next  enfuing,  yet  will  the 
public  income  remain  wholly  une¬ 
qual  to  afford  the  fmalleftaid  to  any 
new  and  unforefeen  demand  that 
may  arife,  either  for  any  armament, 
or  any  other  unforefeen  contingency 
within  that  period,  or  to  fpare  the 
fmallell  furplus  towards  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  unfunded  debt,  already 


increafed  to  a  degree,  and  continued 
at  an  amount  wholly  unprecedented, 
in  the  time  of  peace,  in  the  annals 
of  this  country. 

“  XXXV.  Refolved,  That  the 
experience  of  the  three  laft  years, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  the  un ex¬ 
pected  and  heavy  expence  of  two 
armaments  has  been  incurred  and  fa- 
tisfied,  while  a  third  remains  to  be 
provided  for,  would  render  it  highly 
improvident  in  this  committee,  not 
to  advert  to  the  probability  of  fimi- 
lar  events  recurring. 

**  XXXVI.  Refolved,  that  the 
fum  ftated  by  the  feledt  committee, 
to  have  been  a&ually  applied  to  the 
difeharge  of  the  public  debt,  amounts 
to  4,750,oocl.  from  which  it  is  ad¬ 
mitted  that  there  ftiould  be  deducted 
the  tontine  million,  the  increafe  on 
the  navy  debt,  and  other  articles  of 
debt  contra&ed,  to  the  amount  of 
1  ,.602,5891.  leaving  a  balance  of 
3,147,411b 

i  “  XXXVII.  Refolved,  That  in 
the  account  of  the  debt  contrafted, 
no  allowance  is  made  for  fuch  part 
of  the  old  navy  debt  as  now  bears 
intereft,  and  which  mu  ft  be  conli- 
dered  as  additional  debt,  nor  are  the 
fliort  annuities  granted  in  1789  ad¬ 
mitted,  although  the  inftalment  re¬ 
paid,  inftead  of  being  paid  over  t<| 
the  commiffioners  for  reducing  the 
national  debt,  was  applied  to  the 
fervices  of  laft  year. 

<v  XXXVIII.  Refolved,  That 
the  annual  intereft  of  the  capital 
flock,  ftated  to  have  been  purchased 
by  the  commiffioners  for  reducing 
the  national  debt  up  to  the  ift  of 
February  1791,  amounts  to  the  fum 
of  203,170b  from  which  is  to  be 
dedufted  the  increafed  annual  charge 
for  the  intereft  of  the  tontine  loan, 
viz.  42,262b  leaving  the  fum  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  commiffioners  160,9081, 
and  if  from  this  fum  a  farther  re¬ 
duction  is  made  for  the  increafe'  of 

intereft 
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interefi  on  the  navy  debt,  Hated 
fince  the  report  of  the  fele£t  com¬ 
mittee  to  amount  to  49,8881.  that 
fum  will  be  reduced  to  1 1 1 ,02 ol. 

«  XXXIX.  Refolved,  That  the 
permanent  addition  to  the  peace 
eHablifiiment,  Hated  by  the  fele6t 
committee  of  1791,  as  to  remain  on 
the  five  articles  before  enumerated, 
amounts  to  434,2951.  So  that  while 
an  annuity  to  the  amount  of 
1 1  i,02ol.  has  been  redeemed  by 
the  commifiioners  in  behalf  of  the 
public,  in  the  form  of  re-purchafing 
debt,  an  a  muity  of  four  times  that 
amount  is  iropofed  to  be  entailed 
on  the  nation,  in  the  form  of  in- 
creafed  eHablifiiment. 

“  XL.  Refolved,  That  upon  a 
due  confideration  of  all  thefe  cir- 
cumHances  and*  accounts,  this  com¬ 
mittee  feel  it  to  be  their  indifpen- 
fable  duty  to  declare,  that  the  great 
increafe  propofed  to  the  permanent 
peace  eHablifiiment  in  the  report  of 
the  fele£t  committee  of  1791,  ought 
not  to  be  confidered  as  receiving 
countenance  or  approbation  from  the 
houfe  of  commons,  until  the  caufes 
of  the  fame  {hall  be  fully  explained, 
and  the  necefiity  of  them  made  ma* 
infeR.” 

Mr.  Pitt  profeffed  himfelf  willing 
to  go  into  the  detail  of  every  part  of 
the  fubjedt  at  any  future  day.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  read  fome  propo- 
fitions  to  the  committee,  founded 
on  the  fa£ts  contained  in  the  re¬ 
port,  and  Hated  according  to  the 
view  of  thofe  who  confidered  it  as 
he  did.  The  objedl  of  thefe,  the 
reader  will  perceive,  is  to  eftablilh 
the  point,  that  the  annual  revenue 
of  the  nation  has  exceeded  the  a- 
mount  expected  by  the  committee 
of  178 6,  that  it  was  progreffively  iu- 
creafing,  and  might  be  reafonably 
expected  to  amount  to  16,030,000!. 
The  propofitions  were  as  follow  : 

w  I,  That  the  average  produce, 


during  the  lafi  five  years,  of  the  taxes 
impoled  previous  to  the  year  1786, 
has  exceeded  the  amount  eXpedted 
by  the  committee  appointed  in  the 
year  1786  to  examine  the  public 
income  and  expenditure. 

“  II.  That  no  complete  account 
can  yet  be  given  of  the  produce  of 
the  land  and  malt  taxes  for  the  laft 
five  years. 

“  That  the  net  produce  of  the  land 
tax  appears  liable  to  no  material  va¬ 
riation  from  year  to  year,  and  may 
be  Hated  at  1,972,0001.  that  the 
net  produce  of  the  malt-tax  in  the 
years  1786,  1787,  and  1788,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  t^en  upon  an  average 
597>I7I1* 

“  If I.  That  the  total  amount  of 
the  intereH  and  charges  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt  and  of  the  fums  iflued  for 
the  redudlion  thereof,  of  the  charges 
on  the  aggregate  or  confolidated 
fund,  and  of  the  fums  granted  for 
the  fupplies,  during  the  lafi  five 
years,  except  the  fum  of  207,0001. 
which  remained  to  be  provided  for 
in  the  prefent  year  under  the  head1 
of  deficiency  of  grants,  has  been  de¬ 
frayed  by  the  produce  within  the 
faid  five  years  of  the  permanent 
taxes,  by  the  annual  aids  on  land  and 
malt,  and  by  the  fums  arifing  from 
extraordinary  refources,  with  the 
addition  of  a  loan  of  one  million 
railed  by  tontine,  and  of  187,0001. 
railed  by  fhort  annuities. 

“  IV’.  That  over  and  above  the 
fums  granted  for  the  fupplies,  there 
appears  to  have  been  an  increafe  of 
the  navy  debt  within  the  faid  pe¬ 
riod,  which  isfiated  at  457,95ol.and 
an  arrear  incurred  in  the  ordnance, 
under  the  head  of  unprovided,  to 
the  amount  0161,9091.  and  that  the 
deficiency  of  grants  of  the  year  1 790 
exceeds  that  of  the  year  1785  by 
the  fum  of  80,5901. 

“  V.  That  during  the  faid  five 
years  the  fum  of  5,424,592!.  in¬ 
cluding 


eluding  674,5921.  arifing  from  an¬ 
nuities  expired  or  unclaimed,  and 
from  dividends  or  dock  bought,  has 
been  applied  to  the  redu&ion  of  the 
national  debt,  and  that  the  annual 
intered  on  the  dock  bought,  and  the 
prefent  amount  of  the  annuities  ex^- 
pired  or  unclaimed,  appears  to  be 
254,8041.  in  addition  to  the  million 
annually  charged  on  the  confoli- 
dated  fund. 

“  VI.  That  the  amount  of  the 
future  annual  expenditure,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  edimates  laid  before  the 
committee  appointed  in  the  prefent 
fedlon,  together  with  the  fum  of 
one  million  to  be  iffued  annually  to¬ 
wards  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  is  dated  at  1,596,900!.  which 
is  exclufive  of  the  fum  of  12, cool, 
lince  charged  on  the  confolidated 
fund,  for  the  payment  of  an  annuity 
to  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Clarence. 

“  VII.  That  the  future  annual 
income  may  be  expe&ed  to  amount 
to  16,030,000!.  edimating  the  land- 
tax  at  1,972,000k  the  malt  duty  at 
586,000k  and  the  permanent  taxes 
an  the  average  of  the  lad  three 
pears  at  13,472,000k  that  during 
the  faid  years  the  revenue  appears 
to  have  been  progrelhvely  increaf- 
tng,  and  amounted  in  the  lad  year 
(exclufive  of  193,000!.  arifing  from 
the  produce  of  a  fifty-third  week¬ 
ly  payment)  to  the  fum  of 
]  6,437,0001.” 

On  the  Monday  following,  June 
6,  Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  for  the  pur- 
pofe  chiefly  of  controverting  the  fird 
propofition  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The  other 
refolutious,  he  obferved,  merely 
Hated,  that  all  the  expenditure  of 
the  lad  five  years  had  been  defrayed 
either  by  the  ordinary  or  extraordi¬ 
nary  income,  or  by  certain  fums 
which  had  been  borrowed,  which  no 
doubt  was  exacdly  the  method  by 
which  the  expenditure  in  all  parts 


of  the  world  mud  be  defrayed. 
Mr.  Sheridan  laid,  that  the-  predic¬ 
tions  of  the  committee  of  i  7H6  had 
completely  failed;  He  thought  it 
his  duty  to  fhew  that  the  average  of 
two,  three,  and  four  years  had  fallen 
greatly  fliort  of  the  fum  cilimated  ; 
and  that  the  extraordinary  refoureds 
of  lad  year  had  been  very  great,  and 
had  enabled  them  to  fay,  that  on  the 
average  of  the  lad  five  years  the  in¬ 
come,  did  exceed  the  expenditure  by 
about  51,000. 1. — -There  was  an¬ 
other  fa£t  worthy  of  obfervation* 
The  finance  committee  of  1786, 
with  great  confidence,.had  laid  down 
a  peace  edablifliment  to  commence 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1790;  the 
committee  of  1791  had  added  be¬ 
tween  4  and  500,000  k  to  that 
peace  edablifhment,  without  alle¬ 
ging  a  fingle  reafon  forfo  great  an  in- 
creafei  Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that 
if  the  committee  would  but  give 
him  his  lad  refolution,  he  was  ready 
to  give  up  all  the  red. 

Mr.  Pitt  objected  to  the.compro- 
mifepropofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan ;  for, fit 
far  frojn  feeling  any  difpofitien  to 
accede  to  the  lad  refolution,  he  was 
extremely  ready  and  defirous  to  dif- 
cufs  all  the  red.  In  defence  of  his 
own  refolutious,  he  obferved  that 
they  proved  one  great  point,  viz. 
that  all  the  expenditure  of  the  na¬ 
tion  within  the  lad  five  years  had 
been  defrayed  by  the  produce  of 
the  permanent  taxes,  the  land  and 
malt  tax,  &c.  with  the  addition  on¬ 
ly  of  one  million  raifed  by  tontine, 
and  187,0001.  raifed  by  (hort  an¬ 
nuities.  As  to  the  proportion  of  the 
income  and  expenditure,  the  t^uef. 
tion  fim ply  was, whether  in  the  courfe 
of  the  five  years  in  quedion  the  re¬ 
venue  and  expenditure  had  exceeded 
each  other,  and  in  what  degree.  With 
refp'eft  to  the  difference  between 
the  two  committees  concerning  the 
peace  effablilhment,  he  faid,  all  that 
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could  be  inferred,  was,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  1791  had  feen  feveral  parti¬ 
culars  of  expence  which  had  efcaped 
that  of  1786  ;  nor  was  this  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  the  committee  of 
1786  was  the  HrH  committee  ever 
appointed  in  this  country  to  afcettaiq 
the  whole  expences  of  the  peace  eila- 
bliihment. 

The  committee  made  no  further 
progrefs  in  Mr.  Sheridan’s  refolu- 
tions,  than  to  pafs  the  four  firlb  with 
amendments  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
.exchequer,  and  a  fifth  which  Mr. 
Pitt  himfelf  propofed  ;  and  the  fef~ 
fion  was  brought  to  a  conclufion 
before  any  further  progrefs  could  be 
made  in  them. 

The  review  of  the  finances  of  In¬ 
dia  was  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas  on  the 
24th  of  May  ;  and  from  the  papers 
which  he  produced,  it  appeared  that 
the  adlual  revenues  for  the  year 
1789-9°  were  as  follow: 

Bengal  £.  5,620,656 
Madras  1,255,808 
Bombay  167,319 

Total  revenues  7,043*783 

Actual  charges. 

Bengal  £.  3,120,149 
Madras  1,73^,015 
Bombay  557,110 

- - 5,416,274 


1,627,509 

Expences  of  Bencoolen 
and  Pinang  —  43  >944 

Net  revenues  £  1,583,565 
Add  the  amount  ofimpe  rt 

fatasand  of  certificates  263,940 

1,847,505 

Dedud!  interefl  on  debt  438,426 

Surplus  revenue  £.  1,409,079 

By  another  paper  it  appeared 
that  the  increafe  of  debt  ia  India 
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for  the  year  1789-90  amounted 
775,502 1. 

Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that  he  had 
b£en  accuHomed  on  former  occafions 
to  enter  into  fome  confiderations  hovr 
far  the  general  Hate  of  affairs  in  India 
was  likely  to  be  permanent.  The 
committee  could  certainly  not  ex- 
pedl  from  him  any  difcuffion  of  that 
kind  at  prefent,  becaufe  fuch  an  at¬ 
tempt  during  a  depending  war  Would 
be  very  idle  and  ufelefs.  Several 
gentlemen  had  attempted  to  make 
calculations  with  refpedt  to  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  war :  one  gentleman 
Had  Hated  them  at  three  millions, 
another  at  four,  others  at  fix,  and 
even  at  twelve  millions.  He  was  not 
abfurd  enough  to  enter  into  a  conteH 
with  thefe  calculators  :  all  wars  were 
in  their  nature  uncertain.  For 
his  own  part,  he  faw  nothing  gloomy 
in  the  profpedt,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  the  day  was  nearer  at  hand, 
when  the  refources  of  India  would 
furnijh  ajfiflance  to  this  country ,  than 
when  this  country  would  he  obliged  t0 
lend  her  aid  and  Jupport  to  India. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  a  fyHem 
of  evafion  had  eharadterifed  every 
fentence  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman’s  fpeech  that  day,  in  no 
one  part  of  which  he  had  made  a 
clear  unequivocal  declaration  but  in 
the  conclufion.  As  to  the  expences 
of  the  war,  though  no  perfon  would 
prefume  to  form  a  precife  calculation, 
yet  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ] 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  com¬ 
mon  news  of  the  world,  which  Hat¬ 
ed,  that  in  the  eHimation  of  thofe 
at  Madras,  the  expence  was  fix  lacks 
of  pagodas,  or  250,0001.  Herling 
a  month,  which  would  be  at  the  rate 
of  three  millions  a  year .  As  to  the  j 
finances  of  India,  Mr.  Fox  requeHed 
the  committee  to  recoiled!,  that  the  ;• 
India  clcht  now  amounts  to Jixteen  mil  v 
lions  Jlerling ,  to  which  we  have  to 
add  8qq.oqq  1.  ia  the  eHimate  be-J 
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fore  us.  Mr.  Fox  laid  he  would  be 
happy  to  clofe  with  the  right  honour- 
ible  gentleman,  and  to  bargain  with 
him  to  give  up  all  the  advantage 
and  alThtance  which  the  molt  {an¬ 
guine  friends  of  the  India  com¬ 
pany  could  expert  it  would  produce 
to  this  country,  provided  it  were 
well  guaranteed  that  the  Eaft  India 
company  would  never  again  require  , 
farther  affi llance  from  us. 

An  unfuceefsful  effort  was  made 
this  fefiion  by  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  to 
procure  for  the  members  of  the 
church  of  Scotland  an  exemption 
from  the  teji  ad.  The  general  ar¬ 
guments  employed  in  favour  of  the 
application  were  much  the  fame  as 
wc  hated  in  our  preceding  volume 
an  Mr.  Fox’s  motion  for  a  repeal  of 
hat  act  ;  and  it  was  added,  that  by 
the  treaty  of  union  the  fubjedts  of 
joth  countries  were  to  have  a  free 
communication  of  right  throughout 
the  whole  united  empire.  To  this 
t  was  replied,  That  it  was  cer- 
ainly  known  to  the  Scotch,  previous 
:o  the  treaty  of  union,  that  the  tell 
iff  exifted,  as  appears  by  their  own 
lebates  on  thefubjed.  This  being 
he  cafe,  being  full-y  aware  of  it,  and 
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voluntarily  agreeing  to  it,  any  at- 
empt  to  get  rid  of  it  at  prefent  was 
1  kind  of  chicane  which  would  ne¬ 
ver  be  countenanced  in  private  con- 
hid.  The  motion  was  rejeded  by 
i  majority  of  87, 

A  motion  was  alfo  made  on  the 
:7th  of  May  by  Mr.  Sheridan, 

‘  That  the  feveral  petitions,  &c.  pie- 
ented  in  the  laft  feffion  relative  to 
he  internal  government  of  the  royal 
turghs  of  Scotland  be  referred  to  a 
ommittee.”  After  fome  debate 
mwever,at  the  defire  of  jVIr.  Dundas, 

:  was  agreed  that  the  matter  of  the 
etitions  and  other  papers  on  that 
abjedfhould  be  taken  into  confidera- 
ion„early  in  the  fucceeding  feffion. 
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This  bufy  fefiion  of  parliament 
concluded  on  the  loth  of  June,  as 
ufual,  by  a  lpeech  from  the  throne  ; 
in  which  his  majefty  exprefied  his  ia- 
tisfadion  at  the  circumftance,  that 
a  mode  had  been  adopted  for  defray,-  . 
ing  the  expences  of  laft  year  without 
any  permanent  addition  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  burdens,  and  alfo  at  the  provi- 
lion  which  had  been  made  for  the 
government  of  Canada.  He  inti- 
mated  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  refultof  the 
negociation  for  peace  between  Ruf. 
lia  and  the  Porte,  thanked  the 
commons  for  the  fupplies,  and  pro¬ 
rogued  the  parliament  to  the  t6th 
of  Auguft. 

Soon  after  the  riling  of  the  par¬ 
liament,  the  nation  was  difgraced 
by  a  feries  of  outrages  and  violences, 
as  unprovoked  and  wanton  as  have 
ever  darkened  the  annals  of  a  civilized 
people,  and  which,  for  the  fpace  of 
forn-  days,  fpread  terror  and  alarm 
through  the  large  opulent  town  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  the  adjacent  country. 

We  have  already  had  too  much 
occafion  to  notice  the  difference  of 
ferftiment  which  prevailed  among 
the  higher  orders  of  fociety  in  this 
country  concerning  the  French  re¬ 
volution,  and  the  heat  and  ill  tem¬ 
per  which  that  difeufiion  appeared 

unnecefiarily  to  provoke. - The 

fame  caufe  of  difeord  was  found  to 
pervade  the  inferior  claflfes,  and  con- 
liderable  pains  were  taken  by  cer¬ 
tain  journalifls  to  excite  the  pafiions 
and  prejudices  of  the  populace  againll 
the  affertors  of  Gallic  liberty.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  coniiderable  body 
of  the  whig  party  in  Great  Britain 
rejoiced  in  the  emancipation  of  a 
neighbouring  nation,  and  flattered 
themfelves  that  they  faw  in  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  French  conftitu- 
tion,  not  only  the  annihilation  of 
defpotifm  in  that  country,  but  the 
O  com- 
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commencement  of  a  new  fyflem  of 
politics  in  Europe,  the  bafis  of 
which  was  peace,  happinefs,  and  mu¬ 
tual  concord. 

In  moll  of  the  larger  towns  in 
Great  Britain,  afTociations  were 
formed  for  the  celebration  of  that 
•vent  by  anniverfary  dinners  on  the 
14th  of  July  :  but  the  oppoiite  party 
were  not  indifferent  fpeftators  of 
thefe  proceedings. — The  populace 
were  inflamed  by  the  mofl  injurious 
infinuations  conveyed  in  newfpapers 
and  pamphlets :  the  friends  of  the 
French  revolution  were  (certainly 
fallely  as  to  the  majority )  lligma- 
tizedas  determined  republicans  ;  and 
the  aft  of  joining  in  a  convivial 
meeting  on  the  odious  14th  of  July 
was  reprefented  as  an  attempt  to 
overturn  the  Britifh  conllitution  in 
church  and  hate. 

Notwithllanding  the  pains  which 
had  been  taken  to  depreciate  thefe 
affociations,  the  meeting  in  London 
confided  of  not  lefs' than  1,500  re? 
fpeftable  gentlemen,  many  of  them 
literary  charafters  of  high  reputa¬ 
tion. — As,  however,  rumours  had 
been  fpread  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  meeting,  and  the  populace  ap¬ 
peared  to  colleft  in  a  tumultuous 
manner  round  the CroWn  and  Anchor 
tavern,  where  the  meeting  was  held, 
the  company  difperfed  at  an  early 
hour. 

At  Birmingham  the  caufes  of 
difcord  were  more  numerous  than 
even  in  London.  .  According  to 
Dr.  Prieltley’s  hatement,  a  violent 
animofity  had  fubfiffed  for  years 
between  the  high  church  party 
and  the  diffenters  of  that  place  ;  the  . 
caufe  of  which  the  doftor  candidly 
attributes  to  the  circumflance  of  the 
latter  being  poffeffed  cf  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  civil  power,  and  eonftandy  no¬ 
minating  to  the  civil  offices.  The 
religious  controverfies  whieh  took 

3 


H  AND 

place  between  Dr.  Prieflley  and  fome 
of  the  clergy  of  Birmingham  greatly 
contributed  to  increafe  this  ammo-? 
fity  ;  and  on  the  application  for  the 
repeal  of  the  tell  aft  fome  ferioua 
diffurbances  were  even  apprehended* 
in  fuch  circumflances,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  the  ignorant  part  of 
the  inhabitants  fliouid  confound  the 
caufe  of  the  French  revolution  with 
that  of  the  diffenters,  efpecially  fince 
the  majority  of  that  perfuafion  have 
from  the  revolution  in  1688  been 
firmly  attached  to  the  whig  fyftem^ 
and  fince  Dr.  Prieflley,  whom  the 
populace  confidered  as  at  the  head  of 
the  diffenters  there,  had  diflingtiifhed 
himfelf  by  oppofing  the  celebrated 
pamphlet  of  Mr.  Burke.  From  the 
publication  indeed  of  the  doftor’s 
pamphlet  on  that  fubjeft,  it  is  faid 
that  the  profane  habit  of  drinking 
“  damnation  and  confufion  to  the 
prefbyterians,”  at  the  convivial  en-r 
tertainments  in  the  town  was  vifibly 
increafed. 

A  feftive  meeting  in  commemo¬ 
ration  of  the  French  revolution  was 
projefted  at  Birmingham  on  Thurf- 
day  the  14th  of  July  ;  and  oit  the 
preceding  Monday  fix  copies  of  a 
mofl  inflammatory  and  feditious. 
handbill,  propofmg  the  French  re¬ 
volution  as  a  model  to  the  Englifh, 
and  exciting  them  to  rebellion,  were 
left  by  lome  perfon  unknown  in  a 
public  houfe.  As  the  contents  of 
tins  handbill  were  pretty  generally 
circulated,  they  caufed  fome  ferment 
in  the  town  :  the  magiflrates  thought 
it  proper  to  offer  a  reward  of  100 
guineas  for  difeovering  the  author, 
printer  or  publifher  of  the  obnoxious 
paper  ;  and  the  friends  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  intended  for  the  14th,  thought 
it  neceffary  at  the  fame  time  to  pub- 
lifh  an  advertifement  explicitly  de¬ 
nying  the  fentiments  and  doftrines 
of  the  feditious  handbill,  and  dif- 
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avowing  all  connexion  with  its  au¬ 
thor  or  publifhers. 

The  views  and  intentions  of  the 
meeting  having,  however,  been 
much  mifreprefented,  the  majority 
of  the  gentlemen  who  projected  it 
thought  it  advifable  to  relinquifh 
the  fcheme  ;  accordingly  notice  was 
given  to  that  effedl ;  but  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  Mr.  Ruffel,  as  it  is  faid,  the 
intention  was  revived,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  met  at  the  appointed  time  to 
the  number  of  between  eighty  and 
ninety.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Keir, 
well  known  for  his  great  attainments 
in  chemibry  and  other  branches  of 
philofophy,  and  a  member  of  the  ef- 
tablifhed  church,  was  placed  in  the 
chair. 

The  gentlemen  had  fcarcely  met 
before  the  houfe  was  furrounded  by 
a  tumultuous  crowd,  who  teflified 
their  difapprobation  by  hiffes  and 
groans,  and  by  the  (bout  of  u  church 
and  king,”  which  became  the  watch 
word  on  this  occafion.  At  live 
o’clock  the  company  difperfed;  and 
foon  afterwards  the  windows  in  the 
front  of  the  hotel  were  demolilhed, 
notwithftanding  the  appearance  and 
interference  of  the  magittrates.  The 
mob  infilled  further  on  fearching 
the  houfe  ;  and  four  or  five  of  their 
own  body  entered  and  examined  the 
apartments,  but  found  none  of  the 
guelts  remaining. 

Dr.  Prieftley  did  not  attend  the 
feftival,  but  dined  at  home  at  Fair- 
iiill  with  a  friend  from  London. 
After  fupper  they  were  alarmed 
with  the  intelligence  that  the  mob 
were  affembled  at  the  new  diffent- 
ing  meeting-houfe  (Dr.  Priedley’s), 
and  were  threatening  both  the  doc¬ 
tor  and  his  houfe.  The  rioters  foon 
fet  the  meeting  on  lire,  and  no¬ 
thing  remained  that  could  be  con- 
fumed. 

The  old  meeting-houfe  fhared  al- 
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mod  a  fimilar  fate  ;  but  it  was  con- 
lidered,  from  its  lituation,  as  danger¬ 
ous  to  be  fet  on  frre  :  it  was  therefore 
completely  emptied  of  its  pulpit, 
pews,  See.  which  were  burned  in  the 
adjoining  burying-ground,  and  the 
building  itfelf  nearly  levelled  to  the 
ground. 

About  half  pad  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  Mr.  Ryland,  one  of  Dr. 
Prieftley ’s  congregation,  came  with  a 
chaife  to  Fair-hill,  and  informed  the 
family  that  they  mull  lofe  no  time  in 
effedling  their  efcape.  With  nothing 
more  than  the  clothes  which  they 
had  on,  the  dodior  and  his  family- 
got  into  the  chaife,  and  proceeded 
a  mile  further  to  Mr.  Rulfel’s  ;  but 
here  they  were  informed  that  the 
mob  had  nearly  deilroyed  Dr.  Prieb- 
ley’s  houfe,  and  would  immediately 
proceed  to  that  in  which  they  then 
were.  They  therefore  got  into  the 
chaife  a  fecond  time,  and  drove  to 
Mr.  Hawke’s,  half  a  mile  further 
from  the  town.  From  this  ftation 
they  could  didindlly  hear  every 
fhoutof  the  mob,  and  the  blows  of 
the  indruments  which  were  em¬ 
ployed  to  break  down  the  doors. 
The  whole  of  the  doctor’s  library* 
his  valuable  philofophical  apparatus, 
his  manuferipts  and  papers,  were  de- 
jdroyed  by  the  mob.  It  has  been 
faid  indeed,  but  we  truft  without 
foundation,  that  fome  of  the  latter 
were  refeued  from  the  rioters,  and 
unhappily  fell  into  the  hands  of  per- 
fons  who  had  not  a  fufficient  fenfe  of 
honour  to  induce  them  to  rebore 
them.  Dr.  Prieftley,  before  he  left 
the  houfe,  had  the  precaution  to 
put  out  the  hres  ;  the  mob  therefore 
were  not  able  to  burn  the  fheli  of  the 
houfe  ;  they  attempted  in  vain  to 
draw  fire  enough  from  his  great  elec¬ 
trical  machine,  and  it  is  afferted  that 
they  even  offered  two  guineas  for  a 
lighted  candle. 
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The  day  broke  on  the  fucceeding 
morning,  only  to  ail  cover  the  ruins 
which  this  infatuated'  multitude  had 
made,  and  to  enable  them  to  conti¬ 
nue  their  depredations.  Early  in 
the  morning  they  were  met  by  a  par¬ 
ty  of  gentlemen,  who  perfuaded 
them  to  folk  w  them  into  the  Bull- 
ring,  and  prevailed  on  feveral  of 
them  to  ■  defiff,  and  even  afiiff  in 
their  endeavours  to  preferve  tran¬ 
quillity.  About  noon,  however,  a 
frefh  party  demob  fired  the  elegant 
man  lion  of  Mr,  Hyland,  formerly 
Mr..  Bafkerville’s,  at  Eafy-hill. — 
Here,  as  they  found  a  proluhon  of 
liquor,  a  dreadful  fcene  of  intoxica¬ 
tion  en fued  ;  and  feveral  of  the 
wretched  rioters  perished  in  the  cel¬ 
lars  by  fuffocation,  or  by  the  falling 
in  oi  thereof.  Six  terribly  bruited 
were  dug  out  of  the  ruins,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  hofpital  ;  ten  dead 
bodies  were  found  ;  and  one  man  re- 
-mained  alive  in  one  of  the  vaults  till 
the  Monday  following,  when  he 
worked  his  way  out  with  but  little 
'injury. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  raagif- 
trates  fwore  In  an  additional  number 
of  conffahles  ;  a  fevere  conflict  enfued 
between  them  and  the  meb  ;  feveral 
.perfons  were  feverely  wounded,  and 
the  civil  power  at  length  was  forced 
to  retire. 

Bordefley-hall,  the  country  refi- 
dence  of  John  Taylor,  Efq.  an  emi¬ 
nent  banker,  was  ibon  after  affailed. 
The  greater  part  of  the.  furniture 
was  plundered  and  carried  away,  and 
the  lioufe  and  out-ofhees  fet  on  fire. 
Every  effort  was  made  by  captain 
Carver  to  fave  this  elegant  manfion. 
•—Some  of  the  plate  and  valuables 
were  ranfomed  ;  but  on  captain 
Carver’s  offering  them  his  purfe  with 
100  guineas  to  fave  the  houfe,  they 
exclaimed  with  one  voice,  “  No 
bribery!”  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
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he  efcaped  with  his  life.  Several 
farm-houfes  alfo  belonging  to  Mr. 
Taylor  were  burned. 

On  the  night  of  Friday,  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Hutton  (the  ingeni¬ 
ous  hiftorian  of  Birmingham)  was 
completely  ffripped.  His  books 
and  papers  were  all  deflroyed.  Fire 
was  feveial  times  brought  by  women; 
but  fome  of  the  mob,  apprehend ve 
of  a  general  conflagration  in  the 
town,  had  the  virtue  to  prevent  its 
being  applied.  From  this  place 
they  proceeded  to  Mr.  Hutton’s 
country-houfe  at  Wafhwood-heath, 
which  they  prefently  reduced  to 
allies. 

On  the  Saturday  morning  they 
made  an  attack  on  Mr,  G.  Hum¬ 
phrey’s  elegant  houfe  at  Spark- 
brook.  They  were  at  firff  repulfed, 
and  one  man  was  killed.  In  afe- 
cond  attack  they  were  morefucceff- 
ful,  and  ffripped  the  houfe  of  the 
whole  of  its  furniture. 

Mr.  Ruffel’s  houfe  at  Showell- 
green  was  entirely  confirmed,  as 
well  as  Mofely-hill,  the,  relidence  of 
Jady  dowager  Carhamptpn,,  but  the 
property  of  Mr.  Taylor  ;  alfo  Mr. 
Harwood’s,  and  that  of  Mr.  Hob- 
fun,  a  di  lien  ting  miniffer.  Notice 
was  given  to  lady  Carhampton  03 
the  preceding  day  to  remove  her  d> 
Raffs,  as  no  part  of  their  vengeance 
was.  direbted  againff  her,  with  which 
notice  ffie  prudently  complied.  The 
houfe  of  Mr.  I .  Huwk.es  of  Mofely- 
.wake-green  was  on  the  fame  day 
ffripped  entirely  of  the  furniture.,- 

The  following  morning  the  rioter/s 
proceeded  to  Kingfwood,  feven  miles 
diffanti  In  their  way  they  com¬ 
mitted  feveral'  outrages,  and  extorted 
money  and  liquor  from  different 
perl  on  s.  At  lyingfwood  they  burned 
the  diffenting  meetiiag-houfe,  and 
the  houfe  of  the  miniffer  ;  and;  a.  li.tr 
tie  after  the  houfe,  &e,  of  Mr.  Cox, 

farmer* 


armer,  at  Wood  Sock,  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  extirpate  the  diftenters  from 
;he  whole  country.  Their  authority 
tnd  power  were,  however,  not  de¬ 
fined  to  be  of  long  duration.  The 
:own  of  Birmingham  was  relieved 
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From  their  depredations  on  the  Sun- 
lay  night,  by  the  arrival  of  three 
:roops  6f  the  fifteenth  of  light  dra¬ 
goons.  The  town  was  illuminated, 
md  all  was  acclamation  and  joy  ; 
and  the  following  morning  they  were 
reinforced  by  three  troops  of  the 
eleventh  regiment  of  dragoons,  un¬ 
der  colonel  de  Lancey.  During 
this  time  the  mob  was  parading 
about  the  country,  but  its  move¬ 
ments  were  too  rapid  and  uncertain 
to  diredt  any  fuccefsful  attack  again  it 
it.  '  On  the  Tuefday  feme  reports 
were  received  of  parties  of  rioters 
being feen  near  Hagley,  Halefowen, 
&c,  and  towards  evening  certain  in¬ 
telligence  was  received  that  they 
were  attacking  Mr.  Male’s  houfe  at 
Belle-vue.  A  party  of  light  dra¬ 
goons  was  immediately  difpatchcd 
in  purfuit  of  them  ;  but  their  num¬ 
bers  having  been  greatly  diminiihed 
by  defertion  and  other  different 
caufes,  the  rioters  were  overpowered 
by  the  people  before  the  arrival  of 
the  foldiers,  and  ten  of  them  con¬ 
fined  at  Halefowen. 

The  Wednefday  was  employed  by 
the  light  horfein  fcouring  the  coun¬ 
try  for  ten  miles  round  Birmingham, 
and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity  appeared  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  reftored.  In  the  courfe  of 
thele  tranfadfions  one  remarkable 
circumftance  was  obferved,  which 
iftill  remains  to  be  accounted  for ;  and 
this  was,  that  in  the  heat  of  the  riots 
there  were  certain  perfons  among  the 
mob,  confpicuons  equally  for  their  ap¬ 
pearance  and  their  adiivity,  who  di- 
refiledthe  rioters,  and  were  fometimes 
termed  their  leaders :  thefe  perfons 


evidently  were  not  of  the  loweft  clafa; 
but  what  is  moil  lingular  is,  that  they 
were  not  known  to  a  fingle  perfoa 
in  Birmingham  or  its  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  proper  Birmingham 
meb  were  often  perfuaded  to  del  ill 
from  their  attempts,  till  they  were 
joined  by  thefe  men,  .who  both  in¬ 
stigated  them  to  proceeds  and  di¬ 
rected  them  in  the  fhortell  and  moll 
effectual  mariner. 

Of  the  unfortunate  and  infatuated 
prifoners  who  were  taken  in  the  adi 
of  rioting,  five  were  tried  at  Wor¬ 
cester,  and  one  was  found  guilty  and 
executed.  At  W arwick  twelve  were 
tried,  but  onlv  four  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Francis  Field,  for  let¬ 
ting  fire  to  Mr.  Taylor’s  houfe ; 
John  Green  and  Bartholomew  Fifh- 
er,  for  demolishing  the  houfe  of  Dr. 
Prieltley  ;  and  William  Flands,  for 
deftroying  the  houfe  of  John  Ry- 
land,  Efq.  Upon  an  application 
from  the  magiftrat.es,  and  fome  other 
refpedtable  inhabitants,  Fiftier  was 
afterwards  reprieved. 

For  the  honour  of  our  country, 
we  indulge  the  earned  hope  that  the 
difgradeful  feenes  which  were  adted 
at  Birmingham  in  1791  will  never 
be  revived  ;  but  that  while  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  is  unhappily 
drenched  in  human  blood,  this  illand 
will  remain  as  confpicuous  for  its 
harmony,  order,  and  tranquillity,  as 
for  its  conftitutional  freedom  and 
national  profperity.  Dreadful  in¬ 
deed  are  the  proipedts  which  the 
blind  rage  of  democracy  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  infatiable  ambition  of 
tyrants  on  the  other,  open  to  our 
view.  In  confequence  of  this  ftate 
of  things,  we  cannot  help  foreseeing, 
we  cannot  help  regretting,  fhat  our 
talk  for  the  fucceeding  year,  inftead 
of  the  pleafing  employment  of  com¬ 
menting  upon  the  progrefs  of  civi¬ 
lization,  and  the  fuccelfive  improve¬ 
ments 
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ment&Jwhich  the  enjoyment  of  peace 
naturally  fuggelts,  will  probably  be 
only  to  narrate  the  crimes  and  re- 
gifter  the  calamities  of  mankind. 
Of  fuch  a  conflict  it  would  be  ufelefs 
further  to  anticipate  the  horrors  ; 
yet  the  friend  of  rational  liberty 
cannot  look  forward  to  the  fcene 
without  the  diltrefaful  appreheiriion# 


that  all  thcit  is  excellent  in.  huma?> 
nature,  all  that  is  eltimable  in  fo- 
ciety,  may  poffibly  be  involved  in  the 
common  ruin ;  and  indeed  whatever 
may  be  the  final  re  fait,  the  efulion 
of  blood  and  the  deftrudtion  of  hap-, 
pinefs  which  mult  necelfarily  enfue, 
are  evils  which  cannot  bo  fuhkient’j 
ly  deplored. 
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In  the  Year  1 79 1. 


JANUAR  Y. 

1*  T)ETWEEN  ten  and  eleven 
JL3  on  Tuefday  night,  the  28th 
ult.  Mr.  Burgefs,  farmer, ^at  Baw- 
burgh,  near  Norwich,  was  alarmed 
by  the  cry  of  4  Fire  !’  On  going  to 
his  door  he  had  the  melancholy  prof- 
pedt  of  his  hay-ricks,  {tables,  covv- 
houfe,  pigfive,  cartihed,  and  barns, 
all  on  fire  at  the  fame  time,  and  the 
flames  raging  with  fuch  rapidity  as 
excluded  all  hopes  of  faving  any 
part  of  his  property.  The  hay  and 
buildings  were  all  confumed,  with  a 
number  of  calves,  pigs,  and  poul¬ 
try,  a  cart,  waggon,  and  fix  very  ca¬ 
pital  horfes,  valued  at  30I.  each. 
The  diffance  of  the  outbuildings 
from  each  ether,  and  they  being  all 
I  on  fire  at  the  fame  time,  made  it  clear 
that  the  premifes  had  been  malici- 
oufly  fet  on  fire.  Mary  Adams,  who 
had  lived  with  Mr.  Burgefs  many 
years,  but  whom  about  three  weeks 
previous  to  this  unfortunate  affair, 
he  had  difeharged,  having  been 
heard  often  to  declare  at  her  lodgings 
in  Norwich,  that  file  would  be  re¬ 
venged  on  Mr.  Burgefs- the  firft  op¬ 
portunity,  was  fufpebted  of  being 
the  incendiary.  Several  perfons, 


therefore,  went  in  purfuit  of  her, 
and  overtook  her  in  company  with 
another  woman,  before  fhe  reached 
Norwich.  They  were  both  taken 
before  John  Paterfon  and  Robert 
Harvey,  efqrs.  when  it  appeared, 
that  the  companion  was  induced  to 
go  to  the  premifes  of  Mr.  Burgefs, 
not  knowing  of  the  wicked  intent  of 
the  other  prifoner.  When  file  fa  tv  the 
place  on  fire,  fhe  afked  the  incen¬ 
diary  what  file  had  been  doing?  She 
replied,  4  Nothing  that  would  hurt 
her;’  adding,  4  I  am  in  my  glory, 
nor  fhould  I  care  if  J  were  in  the 
middle  of  the  flames  with  a  fliift  of 
pitch  on,  as  I  have  got  my  mind.’ 

5 . Samu el  Hinch li ffe  was  tried  at  the 
Weftminfter  fefiions,  for  faudulent- 
ly  obtaining  from  Henry  Cowley, 
fervant  to  Danel  Delany,  efq.  two 
{hillings,  under  pretence  of  its  be¬ 
ing  for  the  carriage  of  a  .parcel  from 
Norwich,  the  prifoner  at  the  fame 
time  knowing  that  the  carriage  was 
paid. 

Henry  Cowley  faid,  that  the  pri¬ 
foner  brought  to  his  mailer’s  houfe 
a  parcel  directed  to  Daniel  Delany, 
efq.  He  told  the  witnefs  he  had 
brought  it  from  the  White-Horfe, 
Fetter-lane,  and  demanded  three 
(A  ?.)  {killings 
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fh  filing  for  the  carriage  and  porter¬ 
age.  The  witnefs  obferved  that  the 
carriage  fliould  have  been  paid,  and 
looking  at  the  direction,  he  difco- 
vered  part  of  it  torn  off,  and  three 
fhillings  wrote  over  it.  This  created 
a  fufpicion,  and  he  feveral  times  ad- 
vifed  the  prifoner  not  to  take  the 
two  {hillings  for  the  carriage,  as 
he  was  perfuaded  it  was  paid.  The 
prifoner,  however,  took  the  two 
fhillings  for  the  carriage,  and  one 
fhilling  for  the  porterage.  The 
witnefs  the  next  day  went  to  the 
White  Hoi  fe,  Fetter-lane,  and  found 
that  the  parcel  was  not  brought  from 
that  inn.  He  then  made  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Swan  with  Two  Necks, 
Lad-lane,  when  he  found  that  the 
parcel  had  come  by  the  Norwich 
coach  to  this  inn,  and  that  the  car¬ 
riage  had  been  paid  in  the  country. 

A  clerk  at  the  Swan  with  Two 
Necks  faid,  the  prifoner  was  an  afiifi- 
ant  porter  employed  to  deliver  par¬ 
cels.  Upon  examining  the  way- 
book  he  found  that  the  carriage  of 
the  parcel  had  been  paid,  and  that  the 
prifoner  had  only  accounted  for  one 
fhiliing  for  the  porterage. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  obferved,  that 
this  was  a  cafe  of  great  importance 
to  the  public,  who  were  daily  buf¬ 
fering  under  flmilar  impofitions. 
As  it  was  very  difficult  to  detedf 
thefe  forts  of  frauds,  it  was  neceffarv 
that  an  example  fhould  be  made  of 
thofe  offenders  againft  whom  the 
charge  was  brought  home,  Mr. 
Del  any,’  by  inhibiting  this  profe- 
cution,  merited  the  thanks  of  the 
public. 

The  prifoner  was  fentenced  to 
three  months  impriforiment,  and  to 
be  publicly  whipped  from  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  to  Charing-crofs,  and  thence 
to  Bridge- ffreet,  Parliament- fixeet. 

Gloucejier ,  Jan.  ic.  Mr.  .Daniel 
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Cox,  of  this  city,  from  whom  a 
brown  mare  was  lately  ftolen,  ill 
his  very  perfevering  endeavours  to 
recover  her,  has  received  certain 
information  of  a  fyffematic  barter 
carried  on  between  the  horfe- ffealers 
in  the  country,  and  the  fmugglers 
on  the  coah.  The  former  receive 
contraband  articles  in  exchange  fob 
horfes  ;  and  the  fmugglers,  by  con¬ 
veying  the  horfes  to  France,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  Flanders,  efcape  detec¬ 
tion,  and  make  a  very  profitable 
trade. 

14.  On  the  lah  day  of  the  late 
year  there  was  fo  thick  a  fog  at  Am- 
herdam,  that  the  people  could  not 
fee  their  way  along  the  hreets,  and 
ran  againh  each  other,  even- though 
they  had  lights  in  their  hands.  The 
accidents  it  has  occaffoned  are  very 
numerous,  but  the  moft  lamentable 
is,  the  number  of  people  who  have 
perifiied  from  falling  in  the  canals, 
where  they  were  drowned  before 
affiffance  could  be  given  them,, 
though  their  cries  were  diffindtly 
heard.  The  number  of  perfons 
who  have  perifiied  in  this  way  is  al¬ 
ready  known  to  amount  to  230. 

17.  At  the  feffions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  lord  Dungarvan,  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Cork,  was  tried  on  the  charge 
of  robbing  Elizabeth  Wheldon  of 
three  guineas  and  a  half.  The  cir- 
cumftances  {fated  by  the  profecutrix 
in  fupport  of  this  extraordinary 
charge,  were,  that,  being  feated  in 
one  of  the  front  boxes  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre,  a  gentleman  (lord 
D.)  addrdfed  her,  and  afked  leave 
to  accompany  her  home,  to  which 
file  contented  ,*  that,  on  quitting  the 
theatre,  a  linkman  called  a  coach, 
which  drew  up  at  the  end  frf  the 
Piazza,  when  his  lordfhip  got  in, 
and  the  followed  ;  that  he  put  one 
of  his  hands  near  her  pocket,  and 
the  other  round  her  waifl ;  that 

after- 
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afterward,  perceiving  him  fumbling 
about  his  waiftcoat- pocket,  fhe  be¬ 
gan  to  fufpeCt  he  had  robbed  her  ; 
that,  on  feeling  for  her  money,  fhe 
perceived  her  lofs,  which  was  not 
till  Hie  was  nearly  half,  way  home  ; 
that,  on  her  arrival  at  her  houfe  in 
Kathbone-place,  Hie  charged  him 
with  having  robbed  her  ;  that  on 
his  quitting  the  coach,  he  offered 
her  a  guinea,  but  Hie  refuting  to  ac¬ 
cept  it,  he  endeavoured  to  make 
his  efcape,  from  which  he  defifted, 
on  her  calling  out  4  Hop  thief that 
Hie  then  collared  him,  and  gave  him 
in  the  cuflody  of  the  watchman, 
who  conveyed  him  to  the  watch - 
houfe. 

Cii  her  crofs-examination  it  ap¬ 
peared  Hie  was  a  profiitute,  who,  in 
the  lafl  two  years,  had  afi urned  fe- 
veral  different  names,  and  lived  in 
various  places  and  capacities  ;  and 
a  great  variety  of  circumffanees 
came  out,  all  tending  to  deffroy  the 
credibility  of  her  evidence.  The 
evidence  for  the  profecution  being 
clofed,  lord  Dungarvan  read  the 
following  defence  : 

f  My  lord,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
jury, 

4  Whatever  fliame  I  ought  to  take, 
and  do  take, for  the  indiferetion  which 
led  me  into  the  company  of  the  perfon 
who  has  made,  and  endeavoured  to 
fupport,  by  perjury,  an  attack  upon 
my  life  and  honour,  I  cannot  fuffer 
myfelf  for  a  moment  to  fuppofe,  that 
any  credit  can  be  given  to  lb  ftrange 
and  improbable  an  accufation.  I 
am  charged  by  the  unconfirmed 
oath  of  a  common  profiitute,  with 
an  offence,  which  nothing  but  the 
loweff  and  worft  habits  of  life  and 
connections,  the  moH  abjeCt  bafe- 
nefs  of  mind,  .and  contempt  of  cha¬ 
racter,  urged  by  the  molt  extreme 
neceflity,  could  pofiiblv  prompt  any 
man  to  commit.  My  fitpatjon  hap- 
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pily  is  the  reverfe  of  this.  I  am 
not,  nor  have  been  in  any  diffrefs 
of  circumffanees,  or  want  of  credit. 
I  am  confcious  that  my  conduCt  in 

J 

life  has  ever  been  juft  and  honour¬ 
able  ;  and  that  no  aCtion  of  mine 
has  difg raced  mv  own  ftation,  or 
reflected  any  diferedit  upon  thofe 
to  whom  I  have  the  honour  of  be¬ 
ing  allied.  It  will  however  better 
become  me  to  refer  you,  gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  to  the  teftimony  of 
the  witnefles  who  will  be  called  to 
fpeak  of  my  conduCt  and  character, 
than  to  defire  you  to  receive  your 
information  from  my  own  report. 
Deeply  as  my  mind  feels  and  refents 
the  unmerited  difgrace  of  the  im- 
putations  attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  Die,  I  fubmit  cheerfully  to  a 
trial  by  the  laws  of  my  country  :  I 
know  that  thofe  laws  will  not  fuffer 
criminals  of  any  rank  to  elude  their 
juftice ;  but  I  alfo  know,  and  it  is 
now  my  confolation  and  fecurity  to 
know,  that  the  punifhments  they 
inflid  can  only  fall  upon  the  guilty- 
head  ;  and  that  innocence  is  fafe, 
protected  by  the  wifdom  and  inte¬ 
grity  of  an  Englifh  judge  and  jury. 
I  have  only  to  add  my  moft  folemn 
denial  to  the  charge ;  to  requeft 
your  attention  to  fuck  e\  idence  as 
the  learned  gentlemen  with  whole 
counfel  J.  am  affifted,  ftiall  think 
proper  to  lay  before  you  ;  and  to  de¬ 
clare  my  entire  confidence  in  the 
verdiCt  of  a  jury  of  my  country,  for 
the  vindication  of  mv  honour,  and 
the  protection  of  my  life,  againft  an 
attack  commenced  with  a  view  to 
extort  money  from  me,  and  conti¬ 
nued  by  malice  and  wicked nefs.’ 

From  the  evidence  of  the  link- 
man,  it  appeared,  that  if  the  pro- 
fecutrix  really  had  loft  any  money,  it 
muff:  have  been  previous  to  her  get¬ 
ting  into  the  coach  ;  but,  from  the 
depolition  of  the  coa'chman,  it  was 
evident,  that  his  lerdfhip  only  giv- 
(A  3)  Mg 
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ing  her  a  guinea,  and  refufing  to  go 
into  her  houfe,  (lie  had  trumped  up 
this  charge.  Her  depofition  before 
juflice  Reid,  and  that  before  the 
court,  were  likewife  grofsly  contra¬ 
dictory  ;  fo  that  the  jury,  without 
calling  any  of  the  noble  witnefles 
that  were  ready  to  fpeak  to  his  lord- 
Ihip’s  character,  honourably  acquit¬ 
ted  him  ;  and  the  judge  thus  addref- 
fed  his  lordfhip : 

1  My  lord  Dungarvan,  it  is  but 
juflice  to  you  to  fay,  that  it  is  im- 
poiTibie  you  can  go  away  from  this 
bar,  with  the  fmaileft  imputation  on 
your  character.  Of  your  impru¬ 
dence  in  thisbullnefs  you  feem  to  be 
already  very  fenfibled 

At  this  feffions  aifo  came  on  a  re¬ 
markable  trial  for  bigamy :  John 
Hornby  Moreland  was  indicted  for 
felonioufly  marrying  Mary  Sym- 
monds  on  the  25  th  of  September 
lalt,  he  being  before  married  to 
Anne  Chapman,  now  living.  The 
evidence  in  fupport  of  the  charge 
was  perfe  ily  fatisfaClory  ;  but  Mr. 
Garrow,  counfel  for  the  prifoner, 
took  two  excep.ions  upon  a  point  of 
law  to  the  evidence  of  the  two  mar¬ 
riages,  both  upon  the  fame  grounds 
— namely,  that  both  marriages 
being  by  licence,  the  female  being 
under  age,  and  no  confent  of  either 
parents  or  guardians  appearing,  they 
were  infbrmal,  and  of  courfe  void 
by  the  26  Geo.  II.  This  objection, 
with  refpeCI  to  the  prior  marriage, 
was  not  held  by  the  court  to  be  va¬ 
lid,  inafmuch  as  the  proof  of  the 
want  of  confent  lay  upon  the  de¬ 
fendant.  With  refpeCI  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  marriage,  it  was  admitted,  be- 
caufe  the  father  of  Mary  Sym- 
monds,  had  he  be?n  confulted, 
would  have  difapproved  of  it.  In 
confcq  ence  of  this,  the  prifoner 
was  acquitted  ;  but  was  remanded 
to  prifon,  to  take  his  trial,  at  another 
lace,  for  the  prior  marriage,  he 
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having  a  wife  living  at  the  time  of 
that  marriage. 

WTiiam  Smith  was  tried  for  be¬ 
ing  concerned  with  others  in  aflault- 
ing  Henry  Sharp  on  the  highway,  by 
threatening  to  charge  him  with  hav¬ 
ing  attempted  to  commit  a  detefla- 
able  crime,  and  thereby  extorting 
from  and  robbing  him  of  two  gui¬ 
neas,  half-a-guinea,  and  16s.  6cL 
When  Mr.  baron  Perryn  iummed 
up  the  evidence  on  the  trial  of  Smith, 
he  obferved  to  the  jury,  that  the 
judges  had  deliberated  on  the  fub- 
jecf  of  the  offence  Hated  in  the  in¬ 
dictment,  and  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion,  that  if  any  money  was  ob¬ 
tained  of  any  man  for  the  purpofe  of 
dropping,  concealing,  or  difcontinu- 
ing  any  charge  againfl  him  that  af- 
feCted  his  moral  character,  fuch  con¬ 
duct  came  within  the  definition  of 
taking  money  by  force,  and  was 
therefore  a  highway  robbery. 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  22.  It  appears 
by  the  advices  from  India,  brought 
by  the  Houghton,  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany's  fhips,  that  major  general  Me- 
dows  bad  taken  the  command  of  the 
army  which  had  been  collected  in  the 
Carnatic,  and  had  marched  into  the 
dominions  of  Tippoo  Sultan  ;  and 
that  Caroor,  Duraporam,  and  Coim- 

hetour  had  been  taken  bv  him  with- 

* 

out  refinance.  Major  Maitland, 
who  is  arrived  in  the  Houghton, 
alfo  brings  an  account  of  the  fur- 
render  of  Dindigul. 

The  letters  from  the  government 
of  Bengal  contain  the  information, 
that  treaties  of  alliance  had  been  fi¬ 
nally  concluded  by  that  government 
with  the  Mahrattas,  and  the  Nizam  ; 
and  that  lord  Cornwallis  had  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  comte  de  Conway,  go- 
verrnor-general  of  the  French  pof- 
fellions  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  the  moft  unequi¬ 
vocal  affurances  of  perteCl  neutral¬ 
ity. 

2  6.  The 
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2 6.  The  attorney-general  prayed 
the  judgment  of  the  court  of  king's 
bench  upon  John  Liixford,  former¬ 
ly  printer  of  a  newfpaper  called  the 
Herald,'  for  a  libel  refledling  upon 
the  conduct  of  adminiftration  pend 
ing  the  late  difputes  between  this 
country  and  the  cabinet  of  Spain. 
It  charged  adminiftration  with  pro¬ 
voking  an  unjuft  war  with  Spain, 
and  with  an  intention  to  employ 
the  late  armaments  againtt  the 
French  nation. — The  prifouer  was 
fentenced  to  a  year’s  imprifonment 
in  the  king’s  bench,  and  to  hand 
once  in  the  pillory  at  Charing-  crofs  ; 
at  the  expiration  of  his  imprifon- 
ment  to  find  fecurity  for  his  good 
behaviour,  himfelf  in  look  and  two 
fare  ties  in  5  cl.  each. 

28.  The  cafe  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  againft  the  corporation  of 
Lynn,  came  on  to  be  argued  in  the 
court  of  king’s  bench.  It  was  a 
writ  of  error  from  the  court  of  com¬ 
mon  pleas  where  a  trial  at  bar  was 
had  on  a  de  ejjindo  quiet nin  dc  tbeolonio 
(of  being  quit  or  toll)  brought  by 
the  city  of  London,  to  affert  the 
right  of  their  citizens  being  exempt¬ 
ed  from  a  toll  on  corn,  demanded 
by  the  corporation,  of  Lvnn.  A 
verdidt  had  been  given  for  the  city, 
and  the  errors  were  aftigned  on 
the  informality  of  the  declaration. 
After  much  argument  by  ferjeant 
Le  Blanc,  for  Lynn,  and  lerjeant 
Adair,  for  London,  the  court  re¬ 
velled  the  judgment ;  on  the  ground 
that  the  declaration  did  not  ft  ale 
that  the  city  of  London  had  receiv¬ 
ed  fuch  an  injury  on  which  an  ac¬ 
tion  could  be  maintained,  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  Lynn  having  demand¬ 
ed,  but  not  having  received,  or  di- 
ftrained,  for  the  toll  in  queftiom 

2  .  Lord  Kenyon  delivered  the 
Opinion  of  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  on  the  cafe  of  captain  Top- 
ham,  convicted  in  July  laft,  of  a 
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libel  on  the  late  earl  Cowper.  See 
V oL  XI.  p.  (25).  He  obferved,  that 
two  motions  had  been  made  by  the 
defendant’s  counfel ;  the  onp  *for  a 
new  trial,  and  the  other  in  arreft  of 
judgment.  The  principal  ground 
which  the  counfel  had  afked  for 
a  new  trial  was,  that  the  queftions 
which  the  learned  judge  who  tried 
the  indidtment  had  left  to  the  jury, 
were  not  the  only  queftions  which 
ought  to  have  been  fubmitted  to 
their  confideration ;  for  that  he 
ought  to  have  diredted  them  to  con- 
ftder,  whether  the  libel  was  publifti- 
ed  with  the  fpirit  of  a  biographer, 
or  with  a  malicious  intention  to 
calumniate,  arid  to  wound  the  peace: 
of  the  living,  through  the  medium 
of  the  dead  ? 

With  refpedl  to  this  ground,  the 
court  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  not  neceftary  to  put  that  quef- 
tioiii  Of  this  opinion  was  lord 
Mansfield,  in  the  ceafe  of  the  king 
vcr/us  Woocifall  for  a  libel.  It  was 
then  laid  down  to  be  the  law,  that 
when  the  fadl  committed  is  in  its 
own  nature  unlawful,-  the  proofs  of 
innocence  of  intention  lav  with  the 
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defendant  ;  and  if  he  failed  in  that 
proof,  the  law  would  prefume  the 
fadl  committed  was  the  effedl  of  a 
criminal  mind.  There  was  110 
ground,  therefore,  for  a  new  trial. 

With  refpedt  to  the  motion  in  ar¬ 
reft  of  judgment,  it  certainly  was  a 
cafe  of  feme  novelty.  The  two 

J 

queftions  for  confideration  upon  this 
motion  were,  ?ft,  “  Whether  there 
could  be  a  libel  upon  the  dead  ?” 
And  2d,  u  Whether  the  indictment 
again  ft  the  defendant  ought  not  to 
have  charged  him  with  an  intention 
to  calumniate,  to  briny  into  dif- 
grace,  and  thereby  ftir  up  the. living 
to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  inftead  of  al¬ 
leging  the  fadl,  to-be  merely  a  libel 
upon  the  dead?”  After  deliberating 
upon  the  firft  qu  eft  ton,  the  court  were 
(A  4;  @f 
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of  opinion,  that  there  might  be  a  libel 
upon  the  dead,  and  there  were  fe- 
veral  adjudged  cafes  in  fupport  of 
this  do&xine.  Lord  Coke  had  faid, 
that  defamation  of  the  dead  was  in¬ 
dictable,  becanfe  it  tended  to  ftir  up 
the  minds  of  the  living  to  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  by  provoking  the  friends 
of  the  deceafed  to  aits  of  violence, 
in  order  to  take  off  the  itigma  and 
difgrace  thrown  upon  them. 

Serjeant  Hawkins  obferved,  that 
the  chief  caufe  why  the  law  pu- 
nifhes  a  libeller  upon  the  dead  was, 
becanfe  the  public  jpeace  was  thereby 
broken. 

A  profecution  was  inffituted  for 
q  libel  upon  the  memory  of  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Third,  and  the  judges  con¬ 
fide  red  it  as  a  publication  intended  to 
afperfe  the  Revolution,  and,  of  con- 
fequence,  to  inflame  the  minds  o-  the 
people,  and  thereby  difturb  public 
tranquillity.  So  likewife  was  a  profe- 
cntion  againft  the  printer  of  a  paper, 
for  a  libel  upon  the  memory  of  a 
baronet  who  had  been  a  member  of 
parliament,  charging  him  with  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  the  honours  of  the  Bath 
by  vile  and  fcandalous  means ;  with 
being  an  enemy  to  his  country  ;  and 
with  improper  conduct  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  houfe  qf  commons. 

It  was  far  from  the  intention  of 
the  court  to  intimate,  that  a  man 
ought  not  to  be  a  biographer.  To 
deprive  any  perfon  of  the  power  of 
writing  the  lives,  and  prefenting 
to  the  public  the  Uanfadtions  of  de¬ 
ceafed  people,  were  to  fffut  out  a 
verv  ufeful  and  valuable  part  of 
hiftory.  This  would  deftroy  a 
firong  ftimulus  to  great  and  noble 
actions,  by  concealing  the  example 
of  good  men,  and  take  away  thole 
iieceffary  ldTons  of  caption  again!]: 
vice  which  the  hiftory  of  the  bad  af¬ 
fords  ;  but,  if  a  writer  of  any  period 
after  the  deceafe  of  a  perfon,  in- 
Read  of  giving  a  fair  hiftory  of  the 
character  he  profefTes  tq  portray 
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evidently  writes  with  a  malicious 
intention  to  calumniate,  he  is  cer- 
tainly  in  the  eye  of  the  law  a  libeL 
ler,  and  liable  to  be  indidted.  But 
as  the  principle  of  punilhing  a  li¬ 
beller  upon  deceafed  perfons  was  the 
tendency  filch  libels  had  to  a  breach 
of  the  public  peace,  fo  the  indict¬ 
ment  ought  not  to  charge  the  de¬ 
fendant  with  having  merely  pub- 
liftied  a  libel  upon  the  late  earl 
Cowper,  but  it  fhould  have  ftated, 
that  it  was  done  with  an  intention 
to  libel  and  bring  into  reproach, 
&c.  the  living.  The  court  had 
compared  the  indictment  in  queftion 
with  the  legal  form  in  which  they 
ought  to  be  drawn  for  libels  of  this 
fort,  and  inafmuch  as  it  was  merely 
confined  to  the  memory  of  a  dead 
man,  it  was  defective,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  judgment  ought  to  be  ar- 
refted. 

The  judgment  was  arrefted  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

FEBRUARY. 

2.  Yefterday  was  argued,  in  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  a  caufe, 
Brown  againft  Halliday,  in  which 
the  ftmple  queftion  was,  whether  the 
drawer  of  a  promiffory  note  was  by 
the  ftatute  3  and  4.  Anne,  c.  q,  in- 
titled  to  the  three  days  grace  in  the. 
payment  of  it,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  it  was  admitted  the  acceptor  of  a 
foreign  or  inland  bill  of  exchange  is, 
by  the  cuftom  of  merchants,  clear¬ 
ly  entitled  ;  when  the  court  deter¬ 
mined  it  in  the  affirmative. 

3.  Yefterday  afternoon  there  was 
the  higheft  flood-tide  that  has  been 
known  for  feveral  years.  Above 
Weftminfter-bridge  it  overflowed 
the  banks  of  the  river  on  both 
iides. 

Iq  Palace-yard  it  was  near,  two 
feet  deep  ;  it  alfo  ran  into  Weft- 
miufter-hall,  fa  as  to  prevent  people 

palling 


t79u]  O  C  C  U  R  R  E  N  C  E  S.  (9) 


palling  for  two  hours.  Boats  came 
through  the  paffage  of  Old  Palace- 
yard  from  the  Thames,  and  rowed 
.up  to  WeflminBer-hall  gate.  The 
inhabitants  in  Milbank-fireet 
were  obliged  to  pafs  to  and  from 
their  houfes  in  boats.  The  two 
Scotland  Yards,  and  Privy  Gardens, 
Whitehall,  were  entirely  under  wa¬ 
ter,  and  ma$y  parts  rendered  im- 
padable  for  two  hours.  People 
were  obliged,  in  thofe  places,  to  be 
taken  from  their  houfes  on  men’s ' 
backs,  and  feveral  poor  people  who 
keep  fmall  fhops  near  the  barracks 
in  Scotland-Yard,  had  four  feet  water 
in  their  fhops,  and  their  beds  float¬ 
ing  in  their  rooms. 

Weft  m  i  n  ft  er  -hall  has  fuffered 
much  •  the  water  ran  in  at  the  great 
door  for  upward  of  an  hour,  and 
was  up  to  the  fecond  flair  leading  to 
the  court  of  king’s  bench. 

The  damage  done  in  the  ware- 
houfes  on  the  wharfs,  on  both  fides 
the  river,  is  immenfe  :  they  were 
overflowed  almofl  without  excep¬ 
tion.  The  ground-floor  of  the  Al¬ 
bion  mill  was  covered,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  flour  wetted.  The  water 
overflowed  the  cuBom-houfe  quay, 
Tower- wharf,  Bankfide,  .  Queen- 
hithe,  great  part  of  Toolev-flreet, 
Wapping,  High-flreet,  Thames- 
ftreet,  & c.  and  filled  all  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  cellars  ;  and  mofl  of  the  gar¬ 
dens  and  fields  between  Black-friars 
road  and  WeBminBer-bridge  were 
overflowed. 

4.  YeBerday  the  cafe  of  Lefty 
and  Mills  was  determined  by  the 
court  of  king’s  bench.  The  quef- 
tion  uas,  4  whether  a  bill  of  ex- 
;  change  is  liable  to  a  protefl  if  not 
paid  within  banking  hours.’  The 
court  determined  that  it  cannot  be 
pretefled  till  the  dav  after  the  day  on 
which  it  is  due. — They  alfo  faid  that 
bills  payable  at  fo  many  days  after 
fight  are  not  fa  bj  eft  to  a  protefl  at 
fill  §  under  the  aft  of  Williarp  IIL 


and  that  in  no  cafe  ought  more  than 
6d.  to  be  paid  for  proteBing,  pur- 
fuant  to  that  aft. 

7.  On  Saturday,  in  the  court  of 
king’s  bench,  Batholomew  Quain, 
who  was  convifted  at  the  laft  affixes 
for  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  for  the  murder  of 
his  wife,  was  brought  from  the 
king’s  bench  prifon,  and  placed  at 
the  bar,  .vhen  Mr.  Plumtree,  coun- 
fel  for  the  crown,  Bated,  that  the 
jury,  under  the  direftion  of  the  judge, 
had  found  a  fpecial  verdift  in  order  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  court  of 
king’s  bench  upon  the  following 
queflion  ;  viz.  4  Whether  the  fafts 
found  by  the  jury  amounted  to 
murder,  or  only  to  manflaughter.’ 
The  circumflances  of  the  cafe  were 
thefe  : — The  prifoner  and  his  wife 
came  out  of  a  houfe  together.  They 
appeared  to  have  been  quarrelling. 
The  prifoner  had  one  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  in  his  arms.  His  wife  fat  her- 
felf  upon  the  ground,  and  then  rofe 
and  walked.  The  prifoner  follow¬ 
ed  her,  and  gave  her  two  or  three 
kicks  ;  upon  which  file  flirieked 
out,  and  ran  away ;  he  purfued, 
and  kicked  her  again  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  flie  fell  upon  the 
ground :  he  then  retired  a  few 
paces,  returned  to  her  again,  and, 
while  file  lay  on  the  ground  gave 
her  feveral  more  kicks  ;  then  fne 
got  up,  when  he  kicked  her  down 
again  ;  the  deceafed  then  faid, 

4  You  have  killed  me.’  A  woman, 
hearing  her  fhrieks,  remonflrated 
with  the  prifoner  againfr  his  con- 
duft  ;  upon  which  he  faid  he  would 
ferve  her  the  lame.  The  deceafed 
then  arofe,  Bruggled,  fell  down,  and 
died.  The  prifoner,  upon  finding 
file  was  dead,  expreffed  great  for- 
row.  It  appeared  that  her  fpleen 
had  burft,  and  the  indiftment  Bat¬ 
ed,  that  of  this  flie  died,  and  that  it 
was  oceaBoned  by  the  kicks  and 
blows  given  her  by  the  prifoner. 
The  whole  lalfed  near  half  an  hour. 

After 
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After  fonie  arguments,  the  court 
declared,  that  the  fadts  proved  a- 
mopnted  to  murder.  There  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  no  provocation  on  the  part 
of  the  deceafed,  and  no  man  had  a 
right  even  to  infill  chaftifement 
without  a  juft  provocation.  It  was 
not  necellary  to  prove  exprefs  malice 
to  conftitute  murder.  If  one  perfon 
provoked  another  to  chaftife  him,  it 
in  lift  be  done  with  moderation,  and 
with  a  proper  inftrument,  othefWife 
the  law  would  infer  malice.  The 
judges  were  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  a  murder  vvas  never  more  clear¬ 
ly  proved.  Mr.  juftice  Aftiurft  pro¬ 
nounced  fentence  of  death. — The 
court  of  king  s  bench  have  not,  for 
a  great  number  of  years  before,  pro¬ 
nounced  fentence  of  death. 

This  day  the  prifonerwas  execut¬ 
ed,  accordingly,  on  Keiinington 
Common. 

8.  Four  perfons  were  lately  con¬ 
victed,  before  the  high  court  of  ju  f 
ticiarv,  at  Edinburgh,  of  having 
feized  by  force,  carried  oft,  and  re¬ 
tained  in  captivity,  on  the  27  th  of 
June  Jail,  William  Walls,  rending 
in  Lochmaben,  and  connfi  llor  of  the 
laid  borough,  who  was  entitled  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  the  delegates 
from  the  faid  borough,  which  took 
place  on  the  8th  of  j  uly*  90,  with 
a  view  to  defeat  the  freedom  of  the 
laid  election  ;  that  they  had  carried 
him  to  different  places  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  from  Lochmaben  to  Carlifle, 
thence  to  London,  and  laftly  to  Lea- 
therhead  in  Surrev,  where  he  was 
refcued  by  Mr.  Williarnfon,  mefien- 
ger,  and,  by  a  warrant  from  the 
high  court  of  judiciary,  brought 
back  to  Dumfries.  They  received 
fentence  as  follows  :  John  Lindfay 
to  be  impi  ifoned  in  tile  Cannongate 
gaol  for  three  months,  to  pay  a  fine 
of  50I.  fterling,  and  to  be  afterward 
baniftied  Scotland  for  feven  years  ; 
John  Lockerby,  Peter  Foreft,  and 
James  Thornburn,  to  be  confined  in 
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the  Tol booth  of  Edinburgh  till 
Wednefday  the  23d  inftant ;  on  that 
day  to  be  whipped  through  the 
ftreets  of  that  city,  and  then  "bani  fti¬ 
ed  Scotland  for  feven  years; 

11.  James  Harris,  a  pilot,  was 
fentenced  to  be  impr ifoned  twelve 
months  in  the  king’s  bench  prifon* 
for  a  breach  of  quarantine. 

r2.  Mr.  Wray,  upwards  of  fifty 
years  clerk  in  the  banking-houfe  of 
Meftrs.  Hoare,  in  Fleet-ftreet,  died 
lately,  and  left  the  following  very 
extraordinary  claufe  in  his  will  :  “  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  the  right  liorn- 
William  Pitt,  if  living  at  the  time 
of  my  deceafe  (and  whether  in  his 
majefty’s  fervice  or  not),  in  truft, 
five  hundred  pounds  capital  ftock  in 
any  of  the  three  per  cent,  funds  I 
may  die  poftefted  of,  to  be  applied 
toward  reducing  the  national  debt, 
according  to  his  moft  laudable  plan. 
If  I  ftiould  furvive  the  faid  William 
Pirt,  then  I  bequeath  the  faid  funt 
of  five  hundred  pounds  to  the 
mailer  of  the  rolls  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  to  be  by  him  applied  to  the 
fame  laudable  purpofe  of  reducing 
the  national  debt.  And  this  I  do, 
in  full  perfuafion  that  many  confi- 
derate  teftators  will  think  of  pofte- 
ritv,  and  deign  to  follow  my  humble 
example.” 

15.  Yefterdav  came  on,  before 
the  houfe  of  lords,  the  hearing  of  an 
important  appeal,  refpedting  bills  of 
exchange  with  fidlitiou^  mdorfe- 
mcnts. 

An  action  had  been  brought  by 
the  defendants  in  error,  Meftrs.  Mi- 
net  and  Fe  or,asindorfees  of  a  bill  of 
exchange,  againft  the  plantiffs  in  er¬ 
ror,  Gibfon  and  Johnfon,  as  the. ac¬ 
ceptors  thereof. 

This  inftrument  was  in  the  words 
and  figures  following;. : 

Manchefter,  Feb.  10,  17 88. 

£  7 21  5s- 

Three  months  after  date,  pay  to 
Mr.  John  White,  or  order,  ft  veil 

hun- 
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iundred  twenty-one  pounds  five 
hillings,  value  received,  with  or 
vithout  advice. 

Lives v,  Hargrave,  and  Co. 
To  Meffrs.  Gibfon  and  Johnfon, 
Bankers,  London. 

The  caufe  was  tried  before  lord 
Cenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury,  at  Guild- 
lall,  London,  in  trinity  term  1789. 

Mr.  Bearcroft,  counfei  for  the 
lolders  of  the  bill,  Minet  and  Fec- 
or,  contended,  at  the  trial,  that 
bis  inftrument  was  to  be  corifidered 
s  a  bill  payable  to  bearer,  that  his 
lients  had  difcounted  it  for  a  man 
if  the  name  of  Stephen  Barber,  who 
vas  an  agent  of  Livefy,  Hargrave, 
nd  Co.  the  drawers,  and  that  confe- 
uenly  they  were  entitled  to  recover. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  for  the  defendants, 
ontended,  that  the  plaintiffs  could 
ot  recover,  through  a  forgery,  when 
ley  know  of  that  forgery,  or  might 
lave  known  of  it. 

The  jury  found  a  verdidt  for  the 
Saint iffs,  to  the  amount  of  the  bill. 
In  the  Michaelmas  term  following, 
ir.  Erfkine  moved  for  a  new  trial, 
nd  alfo  in  arreff  of  judgment. 

Lord  Kenyon  ordered  that  two 
lies  fliould  come  on  together,  the 
ne  for  a  new  trial,  and  the  other  in 
rreft  of  judgment. 

This  bufmefs  came  on  again  on 
londay,  Nov.  17,  and  after  Mr. 
■rfkine  had  difplayed  great  abilities 
1  fupport  of  his  two  rules,  it  was 
p'eed  by  the  counfei  on  both  fides, 

)  take  a  fpecial  verdidt.  And  as 
lere  was  no  difpute  about  the  facts, 
iey  thought  it  unneceffary  to  go 
ick  to  a  jury  to  afcertain  them. 

The  fadts  hated  in  the  fpecial  ver- 
ct  were, 4  That  Livefy,  Hargrave, 
id  Co.  at  the  time  of  making  the 
id  inftrument,  well  knew  that  no 
ich  perfon  as  John  White,  in  the 
id  inftrument  mentioneu,  exifted  ; 
lat  a  certain  indofement  in  writing 
as  made  by  the  faid  i  ivefy,  Har- 
'ave,  aud  Co.  upon  the  faid  inftru¬ 


ment,  purporting  to  be  the  indorfe- 
ment  of  John  White  named  therein, 
and  to  be  fubfcribed  with  his  hand 
and  name ;  and  that  the  faid  indcrfe- 
merit  purported  to  require  the  faid 
fum  of  money,  in  the  faid  inftfu- 
ment  contained,  to  be  paid  to  the 
faid  Livefy,  Hargrave,  and  Co.  or 
their  order.  The  faid  inftrument 
being  fo  indorfed,  they,  the  faid  Li¬ 
vefy,  Hargrave,  and  Co.  afterward, 
by  a  certain  indorfement  in  writing, 
made  upon  the  faid  inftrument,  and 
fubfcribed  with  the  hand  and  name 
of  one  Abfalom  Goodrich,  by  procu¬ 
ration  of  the  faid  Livefy,  Hargrave, 
and  Co.  appointed  the  faid  fum  of 
money,  in  the  faid  inftrument  con¬ 
tained,  to  be  pgid  to  the-  faid  Minet 
and  Fedtor,  and  delivered  the  fame 
fo  indorfed,  as  well  with  the  name  of 
the  faid  John  White  as  with  the  name 
of  the  faid  Abfalom  Goodrich  to  the 
faid  Minet  and  Fedtor,  for  a  full  and 
valuable  confideration  in  money, 
paid  by  the  faid  Minet  and  Fedtor, 
the  prefent  holders  of  the  bill,  to  the 
faid  Livefy,  Hargrave,  and  Cod 

The  fpecial  verdidt  farther  ftated, 

4  That  the  faid  inftrument  was  pre- 
fented  to  Gibfon  and  Johnfon  for 
their  acceptance  thereof ;  and  that 
the  faid  Gibfon  and  Johnfon  accept¬ 
ed  the  fame,  well  knowing*! hat  no 
fuch  perfon  as  John  White,,  in  the 
faid  inftrument  named, exifted;  and 
that  the  name  of  John  White,  fo  in- 
dorled,  was  not  the  hand-writing  of 
any  perfon  of  that  named 

1  he  fpecial  verdidt  farther  ftated, 
‘That  the  faid  Gibfon  and  Johnfon, 
at  the  time  of  accepting  the  faid  in- 
ftrument,  had  not,  nor  had  they  at 
any  time  fince,  any  money,  goods, 
or  effedts  whatever,  of  the  faid  Live¬ 
fy,  Hargrave,  and  Co.  or  of  the  faid 
Minet  and  Fedtor,  in  their  hands. 

This  fpecial  verdidt  came  on  to  be 
argued  in  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
and  the  court  gavejudgmei.it  for  the 
defendants  in  error. 

The 
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The  judgment  of  the  court  was 
given  only  on  the  cth  count  of  the 
declaration,  which  ftated  the  bill  as 
payable  to  bearer. 

Upon  this  judgment,  the  affair  was 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords ; 
and,  after  the  cafe  had  been  argued 
before  their  lordfhips,  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  propofed  three  queftions  to  the 
judges. 

The  hr  if  was,  whether  the  matter 
found  by  the  fpecial  verdift,  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  aft  done  by  the 
defendants,  Gibfon  and  Johnfon,  im¬ 
ported  an  utterance  of  the  bill, 
knowing  It  to  be  forced  ? 

The  fecond  was,  whether  the  mat¬ 
ter  contained  in  the  fpecial  verdift 
was  fufficient  to  fupport  the  fi'th 
count  of  the  declaration,  which  ha¬ 
ted  the  bill  as  payable  to  bearer? 

And  thirdly,  whether  the  matter 
in  the  fpecial  verdift  could  fuftain 
any  other  count  in  the  declaration  ? 

On  Thurfday  the  ^d  inff .  the 
judges  met  in  the  houfe  of  peers  to 
deliver  their  opinion 

The  chief  baron  and  Mr.  juftice 
Heath  delivered  their  fentiments  on 
that  occalion. 

As  to  the  firft  queftion,  whether 
this  inftrument  implicated  the  parties 
in  the  crime  of  forgery,  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  it  did  not,  becaufe  the 
fpecial  verdift  had  not  Hated  that  the 
inftrument  was  made  with  an  in¬ 
tent  to  defraud. 

As  to  the  fecond  and  third  quef¬ 
tion  they  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
matter  in  the  fpecial  verdift  was  not 
fufficient,  either  to  fuftain  the  fifth 
or  any  other  count  in  the  declara¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  therefore  the  plain¬ 
tiffs  were  not  entitled  to  recover.  If 
they  had  aright  to  recover,  they  muft 
derive  title  to  this  bill  though  John 
White,  which  was  impoffible,  as  no 
fuch  perfon  exifted.  They  were  of 
opinion,  therefore,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  king’s  bench  ought 
to  be  reverfed. 
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Barons  Thompfon,  Perry n,  and 
Hotham,  and  Mr.  juftice  Gould,  j 
next  delivered  their  fentiments. 

As  to  the  firft  queftion,  they  com 
curred  in  opinion  with  the  other , 
two  judges,  that  fince  the  fpecial  ver- j 
dift  had  difclofed  no  fraud,  they  were 
not  at  liberty  to  prefume  it.  It  muft : 
be  found  by  a  jury. 

As  to  the  fecond  queftion,  whether 
the  matter  in  the  fpecial  verdift  could! 
fuftain  the  fifth  count  of  the  declara¬ 
tion,  they  were  of  opinion  that  it 
could,  and  that  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  king’s  bench  ought  to  be 
affirmed. 

They  were  likewife  of  opinion,: 
that  the  matter  in  the  fpecial  verdift 
was  fufficient  to  fuftam  the  firft; 
count  in  the  declaration  whicn  de-‘ 
fcribed  this  inftrument  as  a  bill  pay¬ 
able  to  order. 

The  lord  chancellor  observed  that 
four  of  the  judges  had  given  it  as; 
their  opinion,  that  the  matter  in  the! 
fpecial  verdict  was  fufficient  to  fup-i 
port  both  the  firft  and  fifth  counts ofS 
the  declaration  ;  that  is,  they  were  ok 
opinion,  that  this  written  iiiftn  mentj 
might  be  confidered,  either  as  a  bill 
payable  to  order,  eras  a  bill  payable  to: 
bearer.  He  conceived  this  was  imp 
poffible.  There  was  an  eflential  difij 
ference  between  thefe  two  different] 
fpecies  of  bills;  and  if  this  inftni-i 
ment  were  a  bill  payable  to  order,  if 
could  not  be  a  bill  payable  to  bearer, 
and  vice  verfa .  It  would  be  proper,; 
therefore,  that  the  four  learned: 
judges  fhouldmake  aneleflion  ;  and 
for  that  purpofe  he  moved,  that  the! 
further  conftderation  of  this  bufmefil 
ftiould  be  poftponed  to  a  future  day! 

Yefterday,  the  fame  fubjeft  was! 
refumed. 

Lord  Kenyon  was  the  firft  who  de  l 
livered  his  opinion.  He  obfervl 
ed,  that  as  the  fpecial  verdift  haci 
found,  that  no  fuch  perfon  as  John 
White  exiftedj  the  plaintiffs  coukj 
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not  deduce  a  title  to  this  bill  conform¬ 
able  to  the  very  words  of  it.  But 
miferable  indeed  would  be  the  fitua- 
tkm  of  many  perfons,  if  there  were 
any  pofitive  rule  of  law,  which  faid 
that  no  inftrument  could  operate  at 
all,  except  it  operated  in  the  very 
terms  in  which  it  was  drawn.  It  had 
been  faid,  that  nothing  could  have 
any  effeCt  that  was  founded  in  forge¬ 
ry.  He  conceived,  that  very  far 
back  in  the  law  of  England,  bills, 
founded  in  forgery,  had  an  effeCt; 
and  there  were  feveral  late  cafes 
which  had  fully  recognized  this  doc¬ 
trine.  In  a  word,  he  was  hill  of  the 
fame  opinion  as  formerly,  that  this 
inftrument  might  be  fairly  confider- 
ed  as  a  bill  payable  to  bearer. 

The  lord  chancellor  faid,  that  the 
plantiffs  making  this  inftrument  pay¬ 
able  to  their  own  order,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  wrote  the  name  of 
John  White  upon  it,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
celerate  its  circulation,  muft  be 
deemed  fraud.  Some  of  them, 
pad  hinted,  that  if  forgery  had  been 
ftated  on  the  fpecial  verdiCt,  that 
might  have  altered  the  cafe;  but 
fince  nothing  of  this  laft  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  face  of  the  fpecial  ver- 
dift,  it  was  not  to  be  inferred. 
His  lordftiip  faid,  he  took  it  to 
be  for  the  fafety  of  mankind  that 
the  forms  of  law  ftiould  be  pro¬ 
perly  obferved,  and  that  nothing 
fhould  be  aftumed  beyond  what  was 
exprefsly  found  by  the  fpecial  verdiCL 
Though  the  evidence  were  ever  fo 
cogent,  a  court  of  law  could  not 
draw  the  conclufion.  It  muft  be 
done  by  a  jury.  The  jury  had 
found  it  was  not  made  with  an  in¬ 
tent  to  defraud.  This  was  a  melan¬ 
choly  cafe,  with  relpeCt  to  the  parties. 
For  whatever  became  of  this  bill,  it 
muft  come  in  the  very  next  bill  to  be 
decided  whether  this  was  or  was  not 
a  forgery  ?  Whether  the  putting  the 
name  of  John  White  on  this  bill 
done  by  the  drawer,  or  by  any 
k 


other  holder  ?  And  whether  a  man 
who  put  on  a  bill  of  exchange  a 
name  that  was  forged,  was  not  with¬ 
in  the  ftatute  ?  This  was  a  fa£t  which 
he  could  have  wifhed  had  been  fta¬ 
ted,  and  therefore  it  muft  be  found. 
It  muft  be  known  whether  it  was 
poflible  for  thofe  who  called  them- 
felves  merchants,  to  put  on  bills 
names  that  were  fictitious. 

His  lordftiip  next  confidered  whe¬ 
ther  this  were  a  good  bill,  on  the 
filth  count.  He  thought  it  a  con-, 
fiderable  ftretch  to  make  this  inftru¬ 
ment  payable  to  bearer.  He  had 
reduced  the  queftion  fairly  to  this 
ground,  was  it  the  avowed  policy  of 
law  that  the  contents  of  a  bill  of  ex¬ 
change  fhould  be  proved  by  anv 
thing  but  by  the  words  of  the  bill  ? 
He  contended,  that  no  bill  could 
have  a  fenfe  introduced  upon  it 
but  agreeably  to  the  words  of  the 
the  bill  :  and  the  having  deviated 
from  this  rule  was  the  caui'e  of  his 
having  found  fault  with  the  prefent 
judgment.  Upon  the  face  of  a  bill 
a  holder  knew  what  he  was  toexped, 
according  to  his  lordlhip's  rule  ;  but 
if  it  were  put  in  this  way,  that  this 
inftrument  was  payable  to  bearer, 
no  man  knew  what  might  happen.. 
The  court  of  king’s  bench  had  given 
a  judgment,  not  only  contrary  to 
every  notion  which  the  plantiffs  had, 
but  contrary  alfo  to  every  expecta¬ 
tion  which  they  had  when  they  took 
the  bill.  It  was  by  mere  accident 
they  came  at  laft  to  find,  that  it  was 
a  bill  payable  to  bearer.  This  was 
pr i  ter  fpcm  et  'voluntatem  eorunu 

Lord  Loughborough  faid,  that  the 
chancellor  had  very  properly  put  to 
the  judges  a  queftion,  antecedent  to 
the  difeuffion  of  the  queftions  on  the 
merits,  to  wit,  whether  the  matter 
found  by  this  fpecial  verdiCt  import¬ 
ed  an  utterance  of  the  bill  by  the 
parties  knowing  it  to  be  forged  ? 
The  anfwer  that  had  been  given  to 
this  queftion  was,  that  from  the  mat¬ 
ter 
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ter  found  in  the  fpecial  verdict  this 
was  impoffible.  The  general  opini¬ 
on  of  the  judges  was,  that  there  was 
no  forgery  in  the  bill. ,  The  ground 
on  which  they  gave  this  opinion  was 
inconteftible.  The  writing  the 
name  of  John  White  was  not  done 
with  an  intent  to  defraud  any  parti¬ 
cular  perfon  ;  and  it  appeared  to  his 
Jorddiip,  that  the  matter  found  in  the 
fpecial  verdict  was  diffident  to  fup- 
port  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 

He  next  obferved,  that  it  was 
found  by  the  fpecial  verdict,  that  this 
bill  was  indorfed  by  the  drawers. 
He  contended  that  from  this  moment 
it  was  no  longer  payable  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  White.  Therefore  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  this  indrurnent,  in  its 
proper  and  legal  operation,  and 
in  the  real  date  of  the  tranfa&ion 
between  the  parties,  was  a  bill  pay¬ 
able  to  bearer ;  that  Gibfon  and 
Johnfon,  by  accepting  this  bill,  un¬ 
dertook  to  pay  it  to  whomfoever 
ihould  produce  it  to  them  with  the 
indorfement  of  Livefy,  Hargrave, 
and  Co,  and  .who  had  paid  them, 
Livefy,  Hargrave,  and  Co.  a  valu¬ 
able  confideration  for  it.  He  next 
anfwered  an  objeftien  taken  by  the 
chief  baron,  that  the  plaintiffs  could 
not  recover,  becaufe  they  could 
not  derive  title  through  John  White. 
But  he  was  of  opinion,  that  as  this 
fictitious  name  was  put  on  the  bill 
with  the  knowledge  and  privity  of 
all  the  parties,  it  was  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  nothing,  and  the  hol¬ 
ders  of  the  bill  had  an  adion  gainft 
Livefy,  Hargrave,  and  Co.  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  the  name  of 
White  had  not  appeared  on  the 
bill.  In  fine,  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  king’s  bench  ought  to  be 
affirmed. 

Lord  Bdthurd  laid,  he  was  dag¬ 
gered  by  the  argument  of  the  chief 
oaron,  but  now  he  was  perfectly 
Satisfied,  that  the  judgment  of  the 
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court  of  king’s  bench  ought  to  be 
affirmed. 

The  lord  chancellor  then  put  the 
queftion,  ‘  that  this  judgment  be  re- 
verfed  ?’  frhen,  without  a  divifion, 
the  non-contents  had  it.  And  of 
cout  fe  the  judgment  of  the  court 
of  king’s  bench  is  affirmed,  which 
entitles  the  holders  of  thefe  bills 
to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  one 
million  fterling,  to  recover. 

1 6.  Lord  Grenville  has  returned 
an  anfwer  to  Monf.  de  la  Luzerne, 
the  French  amb.tflador,  refpeding 
the  application  made  by  the  French 
court  for  the  liberation  of  lord 
George  Gordon,  from  his  confine¬ 
ment  in  Newgate  ;  dating,  that  it 
was  not  thought  convenient  oi  pro¬ 
per  for  the  king  to  exert  the  royal 
prerogative  in  that  cafe  fpecified  ; 
and  the  ambalfador,  in  condquence, 
wrote  to  lord  George,  informing 
him  of  the  ill  fuccefs. 

21.  John  P^yall,  convided  of  ex¬ 
hibiting  to  public  view  and  fale  an 
obfcene  and  libellous  print,  was 
placed  at  the  inner  bar,  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  attoney-general 
prayed  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
in  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  expatiated 
upon  the  dedrudive  tendency  of  the 
crime  of  which  the  prifoner  dood 

i 

convided.  He  faid  the  foci  ety  of  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  dood  forth  to  bring  of¬ 
fenders  of  this  defcription  to  punidi- 
ment,  merited  the  thanks  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  It  was  impofiible  to  be  guilty 
of  an  offence  pregnant  with  more 
alarming  evils  to  the  community. 
The  men  who  exhibited  libels  ofthis 
defcription  were  the  mod  cowardly 
affaffins  of  juvenile  virtue,  becaufe 
thev  were  not  directed  to  -cold  rea- 
foil,  but  to  thofe  padions  which  the 
bed  of  men  found  it  difficult  to  refid. 
Convinced,  therefore,  oftheabfolute 
neceffity  of  fuppreding  all  obfcene 
prints,  he  would  never  compromife 
thefe  offences  in  his  chambers,  by  ac¬ 
cepting  of  any  kind  of  atonement 
'•  •’  *  -  or 


4 
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'  apology,  but  the  fentence  of  pu- 
fliment,  by  way  of  example,  fhould 
?  as  public  as  the  crime.  At  the 
me  time,  he  would  fay,  on  behalf 
the  prifoner,  that  he  had  made  an 
ridavit  of  a  furrender,  not  only  of 
1  print  in  queftion,  but  of  all  other 

If  if'  O  /  1  »■>  I’ t  »-»  ♦■n  /-V  i-  JZ _  1 
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»oks  and  prints  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
his  would,  no  doubt,  be  taken  into 
nfideration  as  a  circumftance  of 


1  j 

The  recorder  faid,  if  prints  like 
prefent,  were  to  be  exhibited  at 

windows  of  public  fhops  with  ina¬ 
nity,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  pa¬ 
ns,  with  anxious  folicitude,  to 
tch  the  the  morals  of  their  chil- 
:n:  their  paffions,  inflamed  by 
fe  nefarious  publications,  would 
eat  the  moft  laudable  endeavours, 
le  print  in  queffion  was  not  only 
ndaloufly  obfcene,  but  had  a  ten- 
icy  to  exhibit  to  public  ridi- 
e  the  greateft  charaders,  and  to 
>ofe  a  facred  profeflion  to  unmerit- 
reproach. 

The  recorder  then  defired  to  re- 
n  the  thanks  of  the  court  and  the 
>lic  to  the  fociety  of  gentlemen 
had  been  adive  in  bringing  to 
lifhment  the  authors  and  pub- 
ers  of  thofe  obfcene  prints.  It 
>  well,  he  faid,  for  the  prifoner, 
f  he  had  furrendered  up,  upon 
a,  all  other  prints  of  this  defcrip- 
1  in  his  poffeftion.  If  he  had  not 
e  this,  a  part  of  his  punifhment 
lid  have  been  to  ftand  in  the  pil¬ 
'd  and  had  this  fentence  been  ex- 
ted,  in  all  probability  it  would 
1  beyond  the  power  of  the  fhe- 

;>  witb  ali  their  exertions,  to  fave 
life. 1 

•  he  recorder  then  fentenced  him 
ay  afineof  fix  fliillings  and  eight- 
re,  and  to  be  imprifoned  inNew- 
?  for  twelve  months  ;  at  the  ex- 
tion  of  his  imprifonment  to  find 
Uty  for  his  good  behaviour  for 


three  years,  hlmfelf  in  10 cl.  and  two 
fu reties  in  ool.  each. 

Dublin ,  Feb.  17.  This  day  was 
tried  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  be¬ 
fore  the  lord  chief  baron,  an  adion 
brought  byjohn Travers, efq.  againft 
Dennis  McCarthy,  for  criminal  con- 
verfation  with  the  hon.  Grace  Tra¬ 
vers  (formerly  Lyfaght)  the  wi#  of 
the  plaintiff.  A  fiat  was  fome  time 
ago  granted  by  the  learned  judge, 
who  tried  this  adion,  whereon 
McCarthy  was  taken  into  cnftody. 
The  damages  laid  in  the  declaration 
were  5000J.  It  appeared  that  the 
defendant  was  poftillion  to  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  frequent  ads  of  criminal  in- 
tercourfe  were  proved.  The  jud^e 
felt  the  oitence  to  be  of  the  moll  ag¬ 
gravated  nature,  as  did  the  jury,  who 
gave  a  verdid  for  the  whole  of  the 
damages  in  the  declaration. 

Gloucefier ,  Feb .  21.  Bv  the  officer 
who  brought  home  the' difpatches 
from  Botany-bay  we  learn,  that 
Richard  Pugh  and  Elizabeth  Mor¬ 
gan,  two  convids  fent  from  our 
county  prifon  with  the  firft  fleet, 
and  who  married  before  they  era- 
baiked,  have  behaved  info  exempla¬ 
ry  a  manner,  that  they  are  effeemed 
among  the  moft  ufeful  and  induftri- 
ous  of  the  convids.  They  are  fta- 
tioned  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  Pugh  has 
difcovered  great  ingenuity  in  cover¬ 
ing  houfes  with  filing! es. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  having  caught  the  fmall- 
pox  from  the  Englifh,  have  died  fn 
great  numbers.  A  little  girl,  nam¬ 
ed  Abaroo,  almoft  eleven  years  of 
age,  was  brought  into  the  colony 
with  feveral  others,  who  were  in  a 
terrible  ftate  from  this  diforder. 
They  all  died  except  this  girl,  and  a 
boy  who  was  under  the  care  of  the 
furgeon-general.  The  governor  de¬ 
fired  the  clergyman  to  take  the  girl 
into  his  family,  and  bring  her  up  as 

a  fer- 
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a  fervant.  She  had  beer!  with  him, 
when  the  officer  failed,  eleven 
months;  and  (lie  had  fo  far  improv¬ 
ed  in  fpeakingEnglifti,  that  ihe  could 
Underftand  almoft  every  thingihe  was’ 

biden  to  do.  Her  mafter  has  taught 
her  aihort  prayer  or  two,  which  ihe 
Repeats  to  him  morning  and  even* 
ing  ?  and  if  he  ever  happens  to  for¬ 
get  to  hear  her,  Ihe  never  fails  to  re¬ 
mind  him  of  it.  He  has  alfo  taught 
her  the  letters,  and  Ihe  began  to 
make  fume  progi'efs  in  reading. 

2  2.Yefterday,  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  captain  Perry,  printer  of 
«  The  Argus,’  was  found  guilty  of 
publifhing  a  libel  on  adminiftration* 
charging  them  with  keeping  back 
from  the  public  the  intelligence  of 
the  declaration  and  counter-declara¬ 
tion  refpedling  the  late  difpute  with 
Spain,  for  the  purpofe  of  dock-job¬ 
bing,  &c. 

Mr.  Walter,  printer  of  4  The 
Times,’  was  found  guilty,  on  the 
fame  day,  of  a  libel  againft  a  Mr. 
King,  charging  him  with  fvvindling 
a  houie  in  Pall-mall  out  of  1800I. 
The  perfon  alluded  to  fwore,  that  no 
fuch  tranfadfion  had  taken  place ; 
but  that  Mr.  King,  who  had  bought 
goods  of  him,  to  a  great  amount, 
had  very  honourably  paid  for  them. 
It  further  appeared,  that  it  had  been 
declared,  that  the  oifenftve  paragraph 
was  handfomly  paid  for,  and  that 
on  the  fame  terms  only,  any  con¬ 
tradiction  of  it  could  be  inferted. 

2 1 .  By  letters  from  New- York.,  in 
the  Sandwich  packet,  dated  Jan.  ,;th, 
it  appears  that  the  American  detach¬ 
ment  fent  againft  the  Ohio  Indians, 
was  at  firft  fuccefsful.  The  Indian 
army  fied  from  pafs  to  pafs,  ten  or 
twelve  of  their  towns  were  burned, 
and  the  inhabitants  were  driven  into 
the  country  belonging  to  other  tribes. 
On  their  return,  they  were  furround- 
ed,  in  a  very  difadvantageous  fitua- 
tion,  by  feveral  large  bodies  of  Indi¬ 
ans, from  whom  they  fuffiereda  defeat. 
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Head  Quarters,  Fort  Waftlington,  j 
November  4,  1790. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
upon  the  expedition  againft  the! 
Miami  towns,  under  the  command- 
of  brigadier  general  Harmar  ; 
Killed  and  wounded  of  the  fedej 
ral  troops— One  major,  one  lieutet 
nant,  73,  rank  and  file  killed,  thre<, 
wounded* 

Killed  and  wmunded  of  the  milk 
tia — One  major,  three  captains,  tW< 
lieutenants,  four  enfigns,  98  ranij 
and  file,  killed  ;  two  lieutenants,  on 
enfign,  25  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Total  killed,  183  ;  wounded,  32* 
Philadelphia ,  DecL  3*  The  losj 
fugar  made  from  the  Maple  fugaij 
and  now  expofed  to  fale,  has  bee; 
pronounced  by  impartial  judges  t 
be  equal  to  any  loaf-fugar  oi  th 
fame  quality  that  ever  was  mad 
from  .the  Weft  India  fugar  cant 
We  hear  that  a  large  boiling-houi 
for  the  purpofe  of  refining  the  M;| 
pie  fugar  will  be  eredled  during  til 
prefent  winter  on  the  Sufquehannal 
near  Cooper’s  Town,  under  the  d$ 
redtion  of  William  Cooper,  efq.  t\\ 
father  of  the  late  noble  and  fuccef 
ful  enterprife  for  fupplying  the  Uni; 
ed  States  with  American  fugar. 

27*  A  new  method  of  bleachii 
appears  to  prove  very  fuccefsfi 
In  confequence  of  the  premiums  c 
fered  by  the  board  of  truftees 
Edinburgh,  two  pieces  of  cott< 
were  compleatly  bleached  in  fi 
hours  ;  one  piece  of  linen  in  foil 
hours  and  a  half,  and  another  in  fol 
ty-eight  hours  and  a  half,  all  col 
pletely  whitened  without  expofng 
to  the  fun  add  air.  The  judges  hajj 
declared  the  colour  tp  be  as  perfej 
as  can  be  given  to  goods  of  the  far! 
quality,-  and  that  the  ftrength  and  te 
ture  were  not  injured  or  weakens 
Several  other  experiments  are  ms 
ing  both  in  Ireland  and  Scotlai 
with  refpedt  to  this  important  d 
covery*  / 

A  in 
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'right,  at  Leeds,  has  invented  a  ma¬ 
rine  for  the  threfhing  of  corn,  that 
;  faid  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  of 
and-labour,  at  an  adequate  price  ; 

is  worked  by  two  horfes  to  ferve 
,  and  the  fame  number  to  keep  it 
i  motion,  and  fhake  off  the  ffraw. 
A  loom  has  been  invented  in  Ire- 
nd  to  weave  cotton  and  linen,  by 
hich  two  webs  can  be  woven  at  the 
me  time  by  one  weaver,  with  more 
tie  and  expedition,  and  (as  it  is  re¬ 
nted)  with  more  perfection  than 
le  web  can  be  woven  in  a  common 
om.  A  committee  of  the  Irifli 
wife  of  commons  have  made  a 
port  highly  in  its  favour. 

MARC  It 

2.  A  trial  came  on  before  lord 
enyon,  on  the  profecution  of  Mr. 
rowther,  attorney,  againft  Mn 
odfrey,  another  attorney,  for  a  li¬ 
lt  The  publication  and  inuendoes 
ing  proved,  Mr.  Godfrey  entered 

1  his  defence,  which  he  began  to 
ad  from  a  very  large  pile  of  papers ; 
it  as  fome  part  of  it  appeared  not 
levant  to  the  fubjedt,  the  court  in- 
■pofed,  and  he  proceeded  to  ftate 

2  evidence  by  which  he  intended 
prove  the  affertion  he  had  made 
the  pamphlet  true;  but  the  court 
forming  him,  that  as  this  was  an 
iieftment,  and  not  an  adtion,  the 
ith  of  the  libel  was  nojuftification, 

acknowledged  that  he  had  no 
ker  defence.  The  jury  confidered 
their  verdidf  from  three  o’clock  in 
2  afternoon  till  half  paft  eleven  at 
dtt,  and  then  found  the  defendant 
ilty  of  pubhfliing  only.  Eleven 
the  jurymen  were  o.f  opinion  that 
was  a  libel  ;  but  one  gentleman, 
r.  Jofiah  Dornford,  faid,  that  he 
-ild  not  in  his  confcience  find  a 
in  guilty  of  a  libel,  when  it  had 
t  been  fiated  in  the  indidment  to 
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be  fa//?. — The  verdict  was  mention-' 
ed  the  next  morning  to  lord  Kenyon* 
when  he  came  to  Guildhall.  His 
lordfhip  faid,  he  was  very  forry  he 
was  not  prefent  when  the  verdict: 
was  given.  It  was  incomplete,  and 
did  not  decide  the  bufinefs. 

3.  Yefterday  morning,  foon  after 
fix  o’clock  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
in  the  Albion-mills,  on  the  Surry 
fide  of  Blackfriars-bridge,  which  ra^ 
ged  with  fueh  fury,-  that  in  about 
half  an  hour  the  whole  of  that  ex- 
tentive  edifice,  together  with  avail 
quantity  of  flour  and  grain,  was  re¬ 
duced  to  afhes  ;  the  corner  wing, 
occupied  as  the  houfe;and  offices  of 
the  fuperifitendant,  only  efcaping 
the  calamity,  from  the  thicknefs  of 
the  party-wall.  It  was  low  water  at 
the  time  the  fire  was  difeovered,  and 
before  the  engines  were  collected, 
their  affiftance  was  ineffectual  ;<  for 
the  flames  burft  out  in  fo  many  dif¬ 
fered  directions,  and  with  fuch  in¬ 
tolerable  heat,  that  it  was  impoftible 
to  approach  on  any  fide  till  the  roof 
and  interior  part  of  the  building* 
tumbling  in,  completed  the  general 
conflagration  in  a  column  of  fire,  fo 
awfully  grand  as  to  illuminate  for  a 
whilethe  whole  horizon.  The  wind 
being  eafterly,  the  flames  were  blown 
acrofs  Albion  Place,  the  houfes  on 
the  weft  fide  of  which  were  Confider- 
ably  fcorched,  and  the  inhabitants 
greatly  alarmed.  In  the.  narrow 
lane  adjoining  the  mills,  four  or  five 
houfes  were  deftroved,  and  fome 
Others  much  injured.  Fortunately 
no  lives  have  been  loft. 

6.  A  caufe  was  tried  this  week ,  in 
the  court  of  king’s  bench,  in  which 
Mr.  Atwood,  a  tavlor,  was  plaintiff, 
and  a  young  gentleman  defendant. 

It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  had  fur- 
11  i filed  the  defendant  with  clothes, 
and  that  his  bill  amounted  to  the  furm 
of  1  14b  for  clothes  in  the  courfe  of 
feven  months!  That,  at  this  time, 
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the  defendant  was  under  age,  and 
clerk  to  an  attorney  !  The  defendant 
paid  into  court  5 oh  and  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  took  iffue  on  the  unreafbna- 
blenefs  of  the  bill.  ~  A  minor,  or 


nal  interference  of  lord  Charlemont 
and  Mr.  Tandy,  who  prevailed  on 
the  mob  to  difperfe. 

8.  The  nabob  of  Arcot  has  filed  a 
bill  in  our  court  of  chancery  againft 


his  guardian  paying  for  him,  is  in  law,  the  India'  company,  calling  them  to 
Accountable  only  for  neceffaries.  To  account  for  his  revenues  for  thefe 
this  young  gentleman,  for  this  length  ten  years  laft,  during  part  of  which 
of  time,  under  thefe  circumftarices,.  time  the  company  held  pofTelfion  of 
it  did  not  appear  that  ten  coats,  four-  his  territories  in  the  Carnatic,  and- 
teen  waiftcoats,  and  eighteen  pair  of  have  fince,  under  pretence  of  a  debt 
bree  hes  (for  thefe  were  the  articles  due  to  them,  feized  his  dominions. f 
fpecified)  were  to  be  all  confidered  The  bill  is  filed  by  his  highnefs’s  lavr 
as  neceffaries.  Lord  Kenyon obferv-  agents  Me  firs.  Wallis  and  TrowardJ 
ed,  that  this  was  the  moft  imprudent  This  is  a  proceeding  altogether  new 
action  he  ever  fa vv.  To  give  it  coun  -  in  this  country. 


tenance  in  a  court  of  juftice,  would 
x  be  to  deliver  the  youth  of  the  middle 
clafs  in  this  country  to  a  condition 
in  which  they  would  be  ruined,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  look  about  them.  — 
The  jury  agreeing  entirely  with  his 
lord  (hip  in  this  cafe,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  cch  paid  into  court  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  was  quite 


Falmouth  March  9,  Laft  night  ai 
defperate  engagement  took  place  off  : 
the  Lizard  between  the  Sprightly  re¬ 
venue  cutter  and  a  fmuggling  veffdj 
belonging  to  Guernfey.  The  fmiig-l 
gler  beat  off  the  Sprightly  with  the 


lofs 


of  three  men 
wounded. 


killed  and  five] 


jo.  His  majefty  having  on  Tuefday 
enough  for  all  the  clothes  that  could  granted  a  free  pardon  to  Mr.  Wal-j 
be  neceffary,  in  the  courfe  of  feven  ter,  printer  of  a  morning  paper  ca 
tfnonths,  for  an  attorney’s  clerk  under 


1 


age; 


and,  therefore,  immediately 
their  verdict  for  the  defen- 


gave 
tlant. 

DuUbn  March  5,  In  confequence 
of  the  annual  mafquerade,  at  the 


—  r .  ox  1 

kd  The  T '>ncs>  he  was  yefterday  li| 
berated  from  his  confinement  if 
Newgate.  See  Vol.  X.  p.  (25.)  and 
Fol.  Xf.p.  (6). 

1  2.  The  amount  of  the  Cornwal 
tin  exported  by  the  Eaft  India  com 


new  rooms  in  Rutland-Square,  on  pany  to  China  within  the  firft  thir 
Tuefday  night,  the  police  attended,  teen  months  after  the  recommenda 
armed  as  ufual  with  firelocks  and  tion  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  is  tw< 
fixed  bayonets.  About  ten  at  night  thoufand  tons,  valued  at  12c,  ool. 
an  amazing  crowd  affembled,  togra-  Aberdeen ,  March  10.  A  duel  wa 

tifr  their  curofity,  when  the  infolencc  this  day  fought  on  the  hill  of  Tyn 
of  the  police  foldiery  excited  a  moft  baggen,  near  this  city,  between  cap] 


alarming  riot.  After  a  regular  bat¬ 
tle,  which  lafted  for  near  an  hour, 
the  populace  became  victorious,  and 
five  of  the  police  were  f'ain  in  the 
conteft  three  others,  who  were  ta¬ 
ken  to  the  hoipitai,  died  the  next 


John  Grant,  of  the  late  North  Fenci 
ble  regiment,  and  Mr.  John  Ding 
wallffr  junior,  ho  fie r.  in  Ab.rdeer 
They  exchanged  three  fliots  cacH 
and  the  laft  from  rapt  Grar 
wounded  Mr.  Dingwall  in  thethigl 


dav,  and  in  a  fliort  time  it  is  fuppofed  lie  was  helped  into  his  chaife,  wherl 
that  the  whole  police  guard  would  a  furgeon  was  in  waiting,  and  b| 
have  been  cut  off,  had  it  not  been  wound  is  not  thought  dangerou 

for  the  humane  and  fpirited  pei'fo-  The  quarrel  originated  from  M 
,  *  Dingwal. 
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Dingwall’s  having  paid  his  ad- 
dreffes  to  Mils  Grant,  daughter  to 
the  captain,  and  afterwards  drawn 
back.  By  the  law  of  Scotland,  no 
damages  can  be  claimed  for  breach 
of  a  promife  of  marriage. 

1 7.  A  general  court  of  direHors 
was  held  at  the  bank  of  England, 
when  a  dividend  after  the  rate  of  7 
per  cent,  per  annum,  was  airedted 
to  be  declared. 

Canterbury ,  March  i  5.  As  fome 
labourers  were  digging  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  three  new  houfes  be¬ 
hind  the  charity-fchool,  Margate, 
about  two  feet  below  the  furface 
they  found  the  remains  of  feveral 
bodies,  which  were  interred  in 
graves  hewn  out  of  the  folid  chalk. 
Prom  a  medal  found  in  one  of  the 
graves,  it  is  fuppofed  they  have  lain 
there  upwards  of  1500  years.  It 
has  on  it  an  emperor’s  head,  crown¬ 
ed  with  a  radial  crown  ;  and  from 
the  legend,  though  every  letter  is 
not  diftinguifhable,  there  remains 
no  doubt  of  its  being  one  of  Pupie- 
nus's,  who  reigned  in  the  year  2^7. 
On  the  reverie  is  the  whole  length 
figure  of  a  man,  bearing  a  lance  in 
his  right  hand,  in  a  running  atti¬ 
tude  ;  a  very  bold  relievo  ;  the  in- 
fcription  is  not  legible.  At  the  fame 
time  were  found  the  remains  of  a 
fword  and  fcabbard,  though  much 
decayed.  The  bones,  when  found, 
were  very  entire  ;  but,  on  being 
expofed  to  the  air,  foon  crumbled 
into  duff, 

Dublin ,  March  22.  This  dav  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  a  grand  com¬ 
mittee  of  courts  of  juftice  fat,  when 
Mr.  Ponfonby,  after  an  #cordium,  in 
which  he  ftated  the  danger  of  in¬ 
vading  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the 
fubjedt,  moved,  ‘  That  it  is  theopi 
nion  of  this  committee,  that  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  king’s  bench,  in  order¬ 
ing  a  capias  ad  refpondcndum  to  iffue 
againft  John  Magee,  at  the  fuit  of 
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Richard  Daly,  marked  for  40c oh 
directing  the  file  riffs  to  take  exceff 
five  bail  from  the  defendant,  had 
adted  illegally.’ — The  attorney-ge¬ 
neral  declared  he  fhould  move  an 
amendment  to  include  the  three 
other  judges  in  the  refolution,  and 
then  negative  it ;  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  by  125  to  63. 

25.  A  proclamation  iflued  for 
encouraging  feamen  and  landmen  to 
enter  on  board  his  majefty’s  fhips  of 
war,  viz.  three  pounds  for  every 
able  feaman,  forty  {hillings  for  eve¬ 
ry  ordinary  feaman,  and  twenty 
fhillings  for  every  able  landman; 
prefs- warrants  fent  likewife  to  all 
the  fea- ports. 

3 1 .  The  following  centenaries  have 
died  «n  the  courfe  of  this  year,  viz. 

At  Dumfries,  in  Virginia,  aged 
104,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Martiel,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Hanover.  She  had  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  are  fall  liv¬ 
ing  ;  25  grand-children,  and  43 

great-grand-children,  one  of  whom 
died  the  fame  day  that  the  former 
was  interred. — At  Rochdale,  Frances 
Corfsly,  widow,  in  her  109th  yean 
Mrs.  Ann  Taylor,  of  Plopftone, 
Shropfhire,  aged  103  years.  She 
retained* her  faculties-  to  the  laft.— 
Ann  Green,  'a  pauper,  of  the  town- 
fhip  of  Sprotbrough,  aged  113 
years.  — In  St.  Luke’s  workhoufe^ 
Bridget  Player,  aged  102  years. 

A  P  R  I  L. 

t.  Laft  week  came  on  to  be  tri¬ 
ed  at  the  affizes  at  Exeter,  by  a  fpe- 
cial  jury,  an  atftion  brought  by  Mr. 
George  Hole,  of  Biddeford,  againft 
lieutenant  Henry  Fefting,  tor  a  tref- 
pafs  i&  the  dwell ing-houfe  of  the 
plaintiff  in  May  laft,  by  entering, 
with  aprefsgang  he  then  command¬ 
ed,  the  houfe  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
committing  great  outrages  therein. 
The  plaintiff,  at  the  requeft  of  his 
(B  2)  counfelg 
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counfel,  omitted  giving  evidence  as  to 
any  outrage  committed  in  the  houfe, 
and  confined  hirrR  If  only  to  the  en¬ 
try,  as  being  a  quellion  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  fubjedh  The  jury  found  a 
verctift  for  the  plaintiff,  damages 
4  forty  {hillings. 

2.  Mr.  Alexander  Bruce,  late 
merchant  in  Edinburgh,  laft  week 
rereived  a  gold  medal  from  the  em 
prefs  of  Ruiiia,  as  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  advantages  derived  from 
his  treatife  reflecting  the  plague. 

c .  The  difpat  hes  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  for  government, 
which  had  been  forwarded  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  and  which 
were  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Rattray, 
were  unfortunately  loft,  and  never 
heaVd  of  fince. 

The  men  who  were  faved  remain¬ 
ed  on  a  large  rock,  with  the  fea 
every  moment  waffling  over  them, 
from  twelve  o’clock  at  night  till 
eight  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Rattray  had  the  difpa'tches 
with  him  on  the  rock,  but  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  let  the  papers  go,  to  prelerve 
his  life. 

6.  At  the  quarter-felfions,  for 
Weftminfter,  a  chimney  fweeper, 
named  Gay,  was  tried,  on  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  parifh  of  Covent- 
Garden,  for  cruelty  to  his  apprentice. 
It  appeared,  that  the  boy  was  bound 
apprentice  to  the  defendant  by  the 
parifh  of  St.  Martin,  in  January 
1790.  Before  he  had  fefved  two 
months,  the  defendant  tied  his  hands 
and  legs  with  a  cord,  and  fixed  him 
to  a  ftaple ;  after  which  he  ftript 
him  almoft  naked,  and  beat  him 
violently  with  rods  and  a  thong 
whip.  'This  treatment  was  feveral 
times  repeated;  and  in  confequence 
of  it  the  bov  loft  the  life  of  his 
right  arm.  AG  one  time,  he  beat 
him  with  a  ftick,  and  tore  his  ears  in 


a  cruel  manner.  The  only  reafon 
ufliallv  alledged  by  the  defendant  for 
hisTeverity  was,  that  the  boy  did  hot 
do  work  enough  in  the  mornings. 

The  defendant  calledfeveral  witneffts, 
who  gave  him  a  good  character,  and 
fa  id  the  boy  was  obftinate  and  incor¬ 
rigible.  The  jury  found  him  guil¬ 
ty,  and  the  court  fentenced  him  to 
fix  months  imprifonment,  and  di¬ 
rected  the  apprentice  tobe  difehargede 

to.  Yefterday  two  men  were  con¬ 
victed  at  the  Old  Bailey,  viz.  Ed-, 
ward  Pritchard,  for  the  murder  of 
Martha  his  wife,  by  beating  her  on 
the  head,  and  divers  parts  of  her 
body,  with  a  ftick ;  and  Charles 
Taylor,  for  the  murder  of  Winifred 
his  wife,  by  cutting  her  in  the  belly, 
arms,  thighs,;  and  other  parts  of  her 
body,  with  a  razor.  Both  of  them 
received  judgment  to  be  hanged  on 
Monday,  aneEafterward  to  be  ana- 
tomifed. 

18.  Edward  Pritchard  and  Charles 
Taylor,  for  the  murder  of  their 
wives,  were  executed  according  to 
their  fentence. 

22.  On  Sunday  the  1  7th  inft.  dur¬ 
ing  divine  fervice,  a  fire  broke  out 
at  Burbage,  Wilts,  which  confumed 
a  farm  houfe,  barn,  liable,  carthoufe, 
and  nine  tenements  inhabited  by 
poor  people.  The  flames  were  fo 
rapid  that  the  whole  buildings  were 
deftroyed  before  the  engines  .  from 
Tottenham  Park,  the  feat  of  the  earl 
of  Aylelbury,  arrived.  By  this  dread¬ 
ful  accident  54  perions  are  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  reduced  to 
great  diftrefs.  T  wo  houfes  only  were 
infured.  The  lire  was  occafioned  by 
a  woman  cirelelsly  putting  burning 
allies  among  fome  ftraw,  which  im¬ 
mediately  caught  fire,  and  commu- 
nicated  to  the  thatch  buildings. 

23.  Advices  received  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  dated  Sept.  21,1  790,  fay,  that 
a  detachment  of  the  Britilh  army,  un¬ 
der 
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.der  col.  Floyd,  had  been  attacked 
on  the  icth  of  that  month,  near  the 
ri  verBovvam,  by  a  large  body  of  Ti  p- 
poo  Sultan’s  army,  whom  herepulied 
repeatedly;  that  it  was  judged  ex¬ 
pedient,  however,  to  retreat  to  the 
main  army,  under  general  Mea¬ 
dows,  in  effecting  which,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  among  the  gun -bullocks  was  fo 
great,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to 
leave  parted  his  artillery  behind  him  ; 
hut  that,  on  the  1 6th,  he  was  joined 
by  general  Meadows,  at  Vellady. 
This  brave  detachment  had  paffed 
three  days  without  eating;  and  their 
lofs  was  2  Europeans  killed  and  86 
wounded;  14  natives  killed,  and  104 
•wounded.  Among  the  officers  killed 
were  lieutenant-colonel  -Deane,  of 
the  Bengal  artillery  ;  captain  Hart¬ 
ley,  and  lieutenant  Armftrong  of  the 
3 1  th  regiment.  Captain  Thompfon 
£nd  lieut.  Vallancey  were  wounded. 

I  ' 

M.  A  Y. 

1.  The  duke  of  York  failed  this 
evening  from  Dover,  and,  after  a 
pleafant  paftage  of  four  hours  to  Ca¬ 
lais,  proceeded  on  his  route  to  Ber¬ 
lin. 

2.  Gn  Tburfday  the  imiverhtv  of 
Glafgow  conferred  the  honorary  de¬ 
gree  of  dodlor  in  laws  on  William 
W;  i lb er force,  efq.  as  a  mark  of  the 
efteem  which  that  univerfity  enter¬ 
tain  of  his  charadfer  and  abilities, 
and  of  their  high  approbation  of  his 
exertions  for  the  abolition  of  theAfri- 
can  flave  trade. 

6.  Yefterday,  John  Seaton,  efq. 
treafurer  of  the  Weft  Riding  of  the 
pounty  of  York,  gave  in  th^follow- 
ing  ftatement  of  the  woollen  manu- 
addory  for  that  diftridt  from  the  25  th 

March  1790,  to  the  25  th  of  March 
[ 7 9 1 ,  viz.  narrow  cloth,  144,373 
)ieces,  4,797,  594  yards;  increafed 
! 3,5 9 6b  pieces,  2 1 5,472  yards.  Broad 
Idth,  187,569  pieces,  5,815,079 


yards  ;  increafed  14,981  pieces. 
063,402  yards. 

An  immediate  remedy  for  the  bit*, 
of  a  mad  dog  is  faid  to  have  been  ac¬ 
cidentally  difeovered  at  Venice,  by 
adminiftering  vmegai*.  It  was  effedlu- 
ailv  tried  on  two  or  three  fubjedfs. 
who  drank  feveral  pints.  A  reme¬ 
dy  fo  fimple  and  uieful  cannot  be  too 
imiver  Tally  known. 

7.  William  Morton  Pitt,  efq.  hav¬ 
ing  lately  vacated  his  feat  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  county  of  Dorfet,  with 
a  view  to  afford  his  conftituents  an 
opportunity  of  in  veftigating  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  his  condudt  in  a  late  con- 
tradt  with  government,  was  yefterday 
unanimoufty  re-eledfed. 

9.  On  Friday,  was  held  a  general 
meeting  of  the  royal  academicians 
at  -bomerfet-Place,  for  theeledling  of 
two  painters,  two  fculptors,  and  two 
architedts,  to  form  a  committee,  for 
the  purpofe  of  determining  on  the 
propriety  of  fubjedfs  and  fituations, 
of  monuments  to  the  memory  of  il- 
luftrious  charadfers,  to  be  eredled  in 
St.  Paul’s  cathedral,  when  meffi  Weft, 
Hamilton,  Nollekins,  Banks,  Dance, 
and  fir  William  Chambers,  were 
eledted,  who,  with  the  prefident  of 
the  Royal  Academy,  are  invefted  by 
thejord  chancellor,  the  archbifftop 
of  Canterbury,  the  bifliop  of  London, 
and  the  dean  and  chapter,  with  the 
foie  power  of  adjudging  the  fitua- 
fions.  The  two  firft  to  be  eredled 
Mr.  Bacon  has  the  honour  of  execut¬ 
ing;  Mr.  Howard’s,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon’s. 

14.  Advices  received  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  by  the  Princefs  Royal 
Indiaman,  dated  Jan.  c,  1791,  .fay, 
-that  on  the  17th  of  December,  gene¬ 
ral  Abercomby  had  forced  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Tippoo  Sultan,  amounting 
to  5000  men,  to  furrender  ;  that  he 
had  taken  the  fortreffes  of  Caujia- 
nore,  Biliapatam,  and  Nunrarow  ; 
that  by  thele  fucceftes,  lie  had  taken 
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34  (land  of  colours,  68  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  and  near  cooo  (land  of  arms, 
b  elide  ammunition,  militaiy  (lores, 
and  grain  ;  and  that  lieutenant-colo- 
xiel  Hartley  had  taken  poffeflion  of  Fi- 
rickabad,  after  having  difperfed  the 
corps  oppofed  to  him  at  Firerugarry. 

Dublin ,  May  id.Wednefday  lad  the 
brig  Two  fillers,  of  Bourdeatix, 
capt  Renoult,  arrived  below  Water¬ 
ford,  with  a  cargo  of  wines,  &c.  On 
coming  to  her  birth  in  the  river  fne 
hoifled  the  new  national  dag,  and 
fired  1 3  guns,  which  were  anfwered 
by  every  veffel  that  carried  any  fwi- 
vels,  except  one  Londoner,  who  tho’ 
provided  with  eight  four-pounders, 
took  no  manner  of  notice.  The  new 
flag  is  exceedingly  elegant,  being  an 
alternate  mixture  of  blue,  red,  and 
white,  in  three  compartments,  inter- 
fperfed  with  gold  fleurs  de  lis,  on  a 
ground  of  rich  white  fatin.  At  the 
top  is  a  crown  incircled  by  a  wreath, 
round  which  are  the  words,  la  Na¬ 
tion,  la  Loi ,  le  Roi,  the  nation,  the 
law,  and  the  king.  This  is  the  firft 
fhip,  carrying  the  new  colours  of 
France,  that  has  arrived  at  any  Irifh 
port  (nice  the  revolution. 

Portsmouth  May  iq.  This  day,  a 
court-martial  was  held,  proforma, 
on  board  the  Royal  William,  for  the 
trial  of  lieutenant  Riou,  for  the  lofs 
of  the  Guardian  man  of  war,  when 
he  was  honourably  acquitted. 

•  J  l 

26.  After  a  litigation  of  eight 
years,  the  claimants  on  the  goodsfeiz- 
ed  by  lord  Rodney  and  general  V augh- 
an,  at  St.  Euftatjus,  in  the  j^ear 
1782,  were  pa  d  the  full  amount  of 
their  feveral  claims,  purfuant  to  a 
final  decifion  of  the  lords  of  the  pri¬ 
vy-council.  The  whole  came  to  a 
very  confiderable  futn. 

2  .  Yeflerday,  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral  moved  the  court  of  exchequer, 
in  the  long  depending  caufe  between 
the  crown  and  Mr.  Atkinfon,  re- 
fpedtipg  h}s  tranfa6tipns  vvit,h  the 
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victualling  board  ;  when  the  points 
aiding  from  the  laboured  invefti- 
galion  of  twelve  days  into  its 
merits  were  recapitulated.  The 
court  had  given  their  opinions  on 
the  former  occafion,  that  Mr.  Atkin¬ 
fon  had  executed  his  contract  much 
to  the  benefit  of  the  public  ;  and  if 
there  were  any  ground  to  call  upon 
him  to  refund  his  commiflion  upon 
a  part  of  his  fupplies,  it  arofe  from 
the  univerfal  pra6tice  of  the  trade* 
which  was  not  in  that  refpeCt  agree¬ 
able  to  law.  The  three  points  re? 
fe rved  for  the  attorney-general’s  con- 
fideration,  whether  he  would  go  in¬ 
to  any  account  upon  them,  were  dif- 
c ufied  ;  two  were  doubtful,  and  of 
little  confequence,  and  upon  thefe  no 
account  was  tho  ght  proper.  The 
third  involved  thequeftion,  whether 
Mr.  Atkinfon  a£ted  as  to  thofe  fup¬ 
plies  as  a  merchant  or  as  a  faCtor  ?  It 
was  contended  by  the  attorney-gene? 
ral,  that  Mr,  Atkinfon.  a&ed  as  a 
merchant  ;  but  upon  its  appearing 
to  his  farisfaCtion,  and  the  court  en¬ 
tirely  concurred  with  him,  that  up¬ 
on  that  footing  Mr.  Atkinfon  had 
claims  which  would  balance  any  de¬ 
mand,  the  caufe  was,  to  the  honour 
and  credit  of  Mr.  Atkinfon,  thereup¬ 
on  immediately  and  finally  conclud? 
ed  in  his  favour. 

28.  Yefterday,  a  cafe  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  money-lenders  and  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  army,  was  determined  in 
the  court  qf  King’s  Bench. — Thg 
plaintiff,  an  officer  on  half- pay,  was 
furnifhed  with  money  by  a  perfon, 
to  whom  he  gave  an  abfolute  affign- 
ment  of  his  half-pay,  which  affign- 
ment  was  notified,  as  had  been  ufual, 
for  a  long  courfe  of  years,  upon  thefe 
cccafions,  at  the  office  of  the  pay? 
mailers  of  the  army  When  two 
half  years  pay  became  due,  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  notwithstanding  this  alignment, 
made  a  demand  of  his  half-pay  from 
the  paymaflers  general,  who  refuted 
'  ‘  '  *9 
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to  pay  it,  on  account  of  the  align¬ 
ment  having  been  regiftered  in  the 
office  in  the  ufua]  courfe;  and,  up¬ 
on  this  refufal,  the  plaintiff  brought 
an  aCfion  on  the  cafe,  againft  the 
prefent  paymaflers  genera],  to  reco¬ 
ver  it. 

This  action  was  tried  before  lord 
Kenyon  at  the  fittings  of  iaft  Hilary 
term,  and  a  verdict  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  liberty  for  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  connfel  to  move  the  court  for 
a  ne  v  trial,  on  the  point  of  Jaw,  whe¬ 
ther  an  officer’s  half-pay  is  or  is  not 
affignabie. 

The  court  were  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  an  o dicer’s  half-pay  being  a 
choice  in  action,  was  not  affignable 
at  law,  and  that  it  being  allowed  by 
the  public  for  the  purpofe  of  main¬ 
taining  gentlemen  in  the  army  and 
navy,  till  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate 
required theirfervices, neither  equity, 
good  confcience,  or  policy,  would 
permit  them  to  fell,  or  to  afiign  it. 
The  rule  for  a  new  trial  was  there¬ 
fore  difcharged. 

30.  Letters  have  been  received  in 
town  from  New  South  Wales,  which 
contain  themoff:  favourable  accounts 
of  that  colony.  The  .rrival  of  the 
Scarborough,  Surprife,  Juftinian, 
Lady- Juliana,  and  Neptune  tranf- 
ports,  in  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
guft,  entirely  relieved  the  colony  from 
that  d  iff:  refs  it  laboured  under,  when 
lieutenant  King  left  it ;  and  enabled 
governor  Phillip  to  carry  into  ex¬ 
ecution  thofe  plans  he  had  before 
concerted  for  preventing  in  future 
any  inconvenience  arifing  from  a 
fcarcity  ofprovifions.  The  number 
of  additional  hands  he  at  the  fame 
time  received,  enabled  him  to  cut  fe 
veral  fmall  canals,  for  the  purpofe  of 
watering  the  grounds,  which  he  had 
cleared  to  a  great  extent,  and  had 
rendered,  by  proper  cultivation,  fo 
>  fertile,  that  the  little  corn,  &c  which 
fie  cqufd  afford  to  fow,  had  fucceed- 
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ed  beyond  his  moft  fangnine  expec¬ 
tations.  The  natives,  by  kind  treat¬ 
ment,  had  been  rendered  perfectly 
docile,  and  had,  in  a  great  meafure, 
been  incorporated  with  the  colony. 

3  1 .  Latt  night  tnere  was  an  alarm¬ 
ing  infurreCtion  in  the  King’s  Bench 
prilon;  an  attempt  being  made  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  prifoners  to  efcape. 
Much  mifchief  was  done  to  the  in¬ 
ner  part  of  the  prifon,  and  the  outer 
gate  would  have  been  forced,  had  not 
a  body  of  liorfe  and  foot  arrived  to 
reftore  order,  which  they  happily  ef¬ 
fected,  without  any  bloodffied,  before 
1  j  o’clock. 

The  following  are  {jome  of  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  riot  : — The  prifoners 
having  dined  together,  at  a  weekly 
club,  were  a  little  elevated  by  liquor, 
and  affembling  in  the  yard,  began  to 
murmur  at  the  delay  of  Mr.  Gray’s 
bill  refpeCtingdebtors.  Some  of  them 
even  threatened  to  effect  their  en«* 
Jargement  immediately,  and  they  de¬ 
puted  major  Pitcairn  to  wait  on  the 
marlhal,  and  requeft  that  colonel 
Harrington,  who  has  been  eight 
months  clofely  confined  for  having 
atempted  to  efcape,  might  be  as 
much  at  liberty  as  themfelves  ;  but 
inftead  of  their  defire  being  compli¬ 
ed  with,  major  Pitcairn  was  detained 
in  cuffody, 

This  circumffance  added  totheir 
difcontent,  and  they  became  more 
clamorous  and  defperate  ;  when  the 
marfhal,  with  fome  afiiffance,  went 
among  them,  and  1'eized  two  or  three 
of  the  ringleaders,  but  was  fo  rough¬ 
ly  handled  that  he  wa  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat  The  violence  of  the  prifi mers 
increafing,  the  marfhaf  and  all  his  of¬ 
ficers  armed,  and  going  into  the  area 
between  the  two  gates,  they  fired  two 
guns  into  the  air  with  a  defign  of  ter¬ 
rifying  the  malecontents,  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  p.  evoke  them,  andthijyy  a 
fhowerof  brickbats  over  the  wallf  by 
which  they  fractured  one  man  s  fkull 
B  4  very 


(24)  1  P  R  I  N  C 

very  dangeroufly,  wounded  feveral 
others,  and  obliged  the  whole  to  re¬ 
tire  to  the  top  of  the  keeper’s  houfe, 
where  they  could  fee  what  was 
doing,  without  diking  their  perfonal 
fafety. 

Mr.  Bowes  went  among  the  crowd 
and  harangued  them,  but  as  he  advif- 
ed  peace  and  good  order,  he  was  fo 
ill  received  that  he  found  it  prudent 
to  delift  ;  and  the  marfhal  feeing  the 
danger  thicken,  and  that  a  general 
sfta.uk  at  the  gates  might  probably 
be  made,  fent  a  cneftenger  to  juftice 
Hyde,  who  communicating  the  in¬ 
telligence  to  lore?  Amherft,  two  troops 
of  hode  were  difpatched,  and  in  about 
an  hour  afterward  they  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  party  of  the  foot-guards, 
who  went  within  the  walls,  and  drew 
up  before  the  prifon,  when  every  re- 
monftranceand  perfualion  beingufed 
to  pacify  the  rioters,  at  length  the 
majority  of  the  prifoners  retreated  to 
their  rooms,  and  the  riot  was  quelled 
before  eleven  o’clock.  A  giiard  of 
twelve  foot  foldiers  within,  and  a- 
bout  twenty  horfe 'without  the  pri¬ 
fon,  were  left,  however,  all  night, 

JUNE. 

i .  This  dav,  the  attorney-general 
applied  to  the  court  of  King’s  Bench, 
and  obtained  an  abfolute  rule  for 
the  immediate  removal  of  feveral  of 
the  rioters  at  the  Kind’s- Bench  pri¬ 
fon,  the  principals  to  Newgate,  and 
the  abettors  to  the  New  Gaol.  He 
ifat.d,  that  the  foldiory  were  yet  ob¬ 
liged  to  keep  guard  there  night  and 
dav. 

Yefterday,  the  lord-mayor  nomi¬ 
nated  the  following  gentlemen  fo 
ferve  the  office  of  (he riff  for  the  city 
of  London  and  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  viz.  Parker  Hatley,  efq.  fkinner  ; 
fir  Walter  Rav/limon,  knt.  grocer  ; 
Charles  De  St.  Leu,  efq.  fkinner  ; 

X  s 

Thomas  Cope,  efq.  p i aider er ;  John 
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Maddifon,  efq.  goldfmith ;  Edward 
Bowman,  efq.  plumber  ;  Edward 
Warner,  efq.  needlemaker  ;  Rich-* 
ard  Twopenny,  efq.  fkinner  ;  and 
Benjamin  Wood,  efq.  clothworker. 

3 .  At  the  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil,  the  town-clerk  laid  a  letter  be¬ 
fore  the  court,  which  he  had  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Philip  Stephens,  efq.  fecre- 
tary  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  ; 
wherein  their  lordfhips  ftate,  that 
they  are  advifed  that  freemen  and  i 
liverymen  of  London  are  not  ex¬ 
empted  by  law  from  being  impreff- 
ed.^—The  -  folicitor  informed  the 
court,  that  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
had  been  iftued,  and  that  the  two 
men  who  had  been  im  prefled  (and  in  ; 
whofe  behalf  thy  town-clerk  had  writ-  1 j 
ten  to  the  lecretary  of  the  admiralty) 
were  brought  from  on  board  the 
men  of  war  to  town,  and  that  their 
cafe  was  to  be  argued  in  the  '  court 
of  common  pleas. 

6.  This  day,  about  eleven  in  the  1 
forenoon,  a  fire  broke  out  at  the  iron 
foundery  of  Mr.  Saunders,  in  Cham- 
bers-ftreet,  near  Rofemarv-lane.  j 
The  flames  were  fo  rapid,  they  were 
almoft  inftantaneoufly  communicat¬ 
ed  to  a  timber  yard,  belonging  to  j 
Mr.  Mattocks,  which  was  nearly  con-  j 
fumed,  together  with  feven  houfe s  m 
Chambers-ftreet,  befide  the  damag¬ 
ing  of  fix  others  in  Abel’s-buildings. 
Happiiy  no  lives  were  loft,  but  a 
child  of  Mr.  Mattocks’  is  miffing* 
Owing  to  a  fcarcity  of  water  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fire,  the  en¬ 
gines  were  fupplied  with  beer  from  * 

a  large  ftorehoufe  upon  the  premi¬ 
ss*  The  damages  are  efti mated  at  I 
near  30,000k 

7.  \  efterday  the  court  of  com-  I 
mon-pleas  was  crowded,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  cafe'of  Jofeph  Randall 
and  John  French,  two  of  the  livery 

of  London,  being  appointed  to  be 
argued.  Thefe  men  had  been  both 
imprefted  ;  but  a  habeas  corpus  be- 
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ing  granted,  were,  in  obedience  to 
this  writ,  brought  into  court. 

Mr.  ferjeant  Hill  appeared  as 
counfel  on  behalf  of  the  admiralty. 
He  faid,  that  the  queftion,  which  it 
was  the  with  both  of  the  board  of 
admiralty  and  the  city  of  London  to 
have  decided,  was,  ‘Whether a man, 
being  a  liveryman  of  London,  but  a 
feaman,  and  fit  to  ferve  the  king, 
was  exempted  from  being  imprefted? 
The  learned  ferjeant  faid,  that  the 
admiralty  were  will  in  2;  to  have  this 

*  ^  o 

important  queftion  tried  by  a  jury 
upon  an  adtion  to  be  brought  by  the 
city  of  London  ;  or  they  would  con- 
fent  to  have  it  put  into  fuch  a  fhape 
as  to  be  folemnl  v  argued  and  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  court. 

Lord  Loughborough  faid,  the  quef¬ 
tion  was_.of  great  public  concern, 
and  therefore  every  cafe  that  bore  up¬ 
on  it  ought  to  be  examined.  His 
lordfhip  alked  the  counfel,  what  de- 
cilion  had  been  made  upon  the  cafe 
of  a  waterman  that  had  been  impref- 
ed,  who  was  a  freeman  of  London. 
Mr.  ferjeant  Adair  remembered  this 
cafe.  It  was  argued  before  lord  Mans¬ 
field,  when  that  learned  judge  dwelt 
for  fome  time  upon  the  pratftice  of 
imprefting,  which,  he  faid,  was  a 
Lght  at  common  law,  founded  upon 
public  policy  and  acknowledged  ne- 
ceffity.  It  was  the  opinion  of  lord 
Mansfield,  that  the  waterman  had 
pot,  by  the  affidavits  then  produced, 
proved  a  legal  exemption,  but  the 
main  queftion  had  never  been  decid¬ 
ed. 

Lord  Loughborough  was  of  opini¬ 
on,  that  Rand.all  and  French  fliould 
be  difcnarged  upon  their  own  recog¬ 
nizances,  to  appear  the  fecond  day 
of  next  term,  when  the  queftion 
fliould  be  either  argued  before  the 
court,  or  an  iffuedire&ed  to  be  tried 
by  a  jury. 

Tjie  counfel  on  both  ftdesconfent- 
ed,  anft  the  m.en  were  accQjdingiy 


difcharged  upon  their  own  recogni¬ 
zances  in  20I.  each,  to  appear  the  fe¬ 
cond  day  of  next  term. 

8.  This  day,  at  the  feflions-houfe, 
Clerkeny'dl,  William  Seymour, 
the  mafter  of  Stanes  work-houfe, 
was  tried  for  an  affault  on  a  pauper 
in  March  laft,  whom  he  had  treated 
with  ciicumftances  of  great  barbari¬ 
ty  ;  dragging  the  poor  wretch,  whem 
dying,  to  a  common,  where  he  left 
him,  by  way  of  ridding  the  parifh  of 
him.  -He  was,  however,  afterward 
brought  back  to  the  work-houfe,  but 
died  in  his  way  thither.  The  court 
fentenced  Seymour  to  twelve  months 
imprifonment. 

14-  Advices  received  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  by  the  Rodney  India- 
man,  fay,  that,  on  the  6th  of  No¬ 
vember,  earl  Cornwallis  embarked 
on  board  the  V.eftal  frigate  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  and  landed  on  the  13th  of 
December,  at  Fort  St.  George;  that 
his  lordfhip  had  determined,  inftead 
of  profecuting  the  plan  of  thefouth- 
ern  i ovation,  to  penetrare  into  the 
Myfore  country  by  the  pafies  that 
lead  from  the  centre  of  the  Carna¬ 
tic,  and  to  commence  his  operations 
by  the  fieges  of  O.uffore  and  Banga¬ 
lore  ;  that,  in  purfuance  of  this 
determination,  he  had  directed  oe- 
neral  Medows  to  march  his  whole 
army  from  Trichinopoly  to  Trino¬ 
male,  and  there  to  form  it  into  two 
divifions,  entering  the  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try  with  one  of  them  by  the  Chan- 
garna  pafs,  and  marching  with  the 
other  to  meet  his  lordfhip  at  Ameje. 
Tliefe  advices  add,  that  general 
Abercromby  and  colonel  Hartley- 
had,  by  their  late  brilliant  fucceftes, 
completely  cleared  the  Malabar 
coaft. 

1;.  So  great  a  change  of  weather 
feldom  happens  as  has  taken  place 
fince  Monday  fe'nnight.  On  that 
day  the  glafs  flood  at  75°,  and  peo¬ 
ple  knew  no  place  too  cool  to  fit  iji ; 

Sunday 
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Sunday  and  Monday  laft  the  glafs 
was  fo  low  as  50°,  and  fires  and 
great  coats  began  to  appear. 

The  hills  in  Kent  and  Suftex  pre- 
feuted  a  fpe&acle  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  quite  uncommon  to  the  feafon 
of  the  year,  their  fummits  being 
covered  with  hoar-fi  oft,  and  whiten¬ 
ed  with  fno\y.  Ice,  of  the  thicknefs 
of  a  {hilling,  was  been  in  many 
places.  The  tender  plants  have  been 
greatly  hurt. 

17.  The  fociety  for  the  encou-  ' 
ragemcnt  of  arts,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  have  given  a  reward  of 
twenty  guineas  to  Mr.  Lockett,  of 
Donnington,  near  Newbury,  for 
making  twenty-five  yards  of  cloth 
from  hop-ftalks. 

24.  A  common  hall  was  held  for 
the  annual  election  of  city  officers  ; 
when  Mr.  alderman  Anderfon  and 
Mr.  alderman  Combe  were  chofen 
file  riffs,  and  Mr.  alderman  Wilkes 
was  re  elected  chamberlain.  Mr. 
Cowley  attempted  an  oppofition  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  on  the  ground,  prin¬ 
cipally,  that  the  offices  of  alderman, 
and  chamberlain  were  incompatible ; 
but  the  livery  would  not  hear  him  ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  they  expref- 
fed  the  warmeft  approbation  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  declaration,  4  that  he  would 
live  and  die  an  alderman  of  Lon- 

;  ?r  v  »  '  t.  •  •  i 

dond 

JULY. 

1.  A  profecution  was  latelv  com¬ 

menced  in  the  general  afiembly  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  againft  Dr. 
M’Gilb  for  heiefv  ;  but  the  affembly 
difmiffid  the  caufe  by  a  majority  of 
93  to  .  .  ' 

2.  The  following  is  an  account  of 
$he  firft  trial  for  a  libel  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  In  Feburary  laft, 
Edmond  Freeman,  printer  of  the  Bof- 
tpn  Herald,  was  tried  before  tire  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  upon -a 
<gharge  of  publiftpng  a  libel  againft 


CJu!y. : 

John  Gardner,  when,  after  a  long, 
fair,  and  patient  inveftigation,  the  de- 
fendant  was  honourably  acquitted. 

The  lawyers  for  this  profecution 
endeavoured  to  eftablifh  the  uncon- 
ftitutional  doCtrines  of  truth  being  a 
l'bel,  and  rhdt  juries  were  not  com-  ! 
petent  to  judge  of  the  intention  ; 
but  thefe  ftavifh  dogmas  were  fpurn- 
ed  at  with  due  contempt,  and  the 
jury,  exercifing  the  rights  of  free-  i 
born  fubjeCts,  confidered  the  whole 
cafe,  and  pronounced  their  verdiCL 
upon  the  merits. 

The  American  judges,  upon  this 
important  queftion,  fat  in  fcarlet 
robes,  and  the  court  was  filled  and 
furrounded  bv  thoufands  of  citizens,; 
who  expreffed  their  joy  by  every 
mark  of  approbation. 

6.  Mary  Doran  was  brought  up 
in  the  court  of  kitig’s-bench,  to  re¬ 
ceive  feritence  for  fetting  her  houfe 
on  fire.  Hie  is  to  be  imprifoned  two 
years  in  Newgate,  and  afterward  to>. 
find  fecurity  lor  her  good  behaviour 
for  fivevenrs:  herfelf  in  100I.  and 

j  ' 

two  fureties  in  c.  1.  each. 

7.  The  fine  impofed  by  lord 
Loughborough,  on  the  county  of 
Eflex,  was  regularly  eftreated  into 
the  court  of  exchequer.  A  writ  of 
certiorari  was  moved  for  by  the 
county,  to  remove  the  record  of  the 
fine,  with  a  view  to  try  its  legality. 
The  at  torney  general  afterward  mov¬ 
ed  to  have  this  writ  quafhed,  as  hav-: 
ing  improvidently  and  unnecefl’arily 
iftlied ;  it  not  being  a  matter  of  juft  ice 
but  diferetion,  the  county  having  a 
right  to  plead  and  go  to  iffue  on  the 
eftreat.  This  point  has  be-en  foie  irm¬ 
ly  argued ;  and  yefterday  the  lore 
chief  baron  gave  judgment  that  the 
writ  fhould  be  quafhed  :  the  county 
are  consequently  left  to  plead  to  the 
eftreat  as  they  fball  be  advifed  ;  fo: 
which  they  obtained  the  leave  of  the 
court.  Sc-  Vol.  X.  page  (^3))  anc 
VqU  XL  page  (7)  an4  (  3  &  )  • 
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1 1.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Perry,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  f  The  Argus,’  was  fenten- 
jced  to  fix  months  Imprifonment,  for 
a  libel,  charging  John  Walter  an-d 
his  ion  with  having  made  a  newspa¬ 
per  oiled  The  Times,  the  vehicle 
of  fraud  and  opprefiion,  by  extorting 
money  from  individuals  under  falie 
representations- 

12.  Mr.  Perry  was  again  brought 
up  to  the  king’s-bench  to  receive  fen- 
tence  tor  having  pub  iflied  a  libel  on 
lady  Fitzgibbon,  the  lady  of  the  lord 
chancellor  of  Ireland,  (charging  her 
ladyfhip  with  criminal  converfation 
with  the  earl  of  Weftmorland)  when 
the  court  impofed  a  fine  of  ;’col.  and 
to  be  imprifoned  in  the  king’s-bench 
fix  months,  to  commence  from  the 
expiration  of  his  former  imprifon¬ 
ment. 

i  .  Yefterdav,  a  duel  was  fought 
pn  Blackheath,  between  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham,  an  eminent  fpecial  pleader  of 
LincolnVvnn,  and  Mr.  Julius,  a 
Undent  in  the  Temple  ;  when  the 
former  fell  by  a  IhOt,  which  palled 
almoft  through  the  lower  part  of  the 
belly.  He  was  brought  to  town  in 
a  poft-cha  fe,  and  expired  foon  after. 
The  quarrel  originated  in  a  difpute 
pn  a  religious  futyedt. 

1 4.  The  fexond  anniverfary  of  the 
French  revolution  \vas  celebrated  in 
London,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
favern,  in  the  Strand,  where  about 
900  gentlemen  dined  on  the  occa- 
-  fion.  George  Rous,  efq.  prefided 
as  chairman.  An  ode,  written  by 
Mr.  Merry,  was  p  rformed  ;  M 
Amand  de  Cornedie,  a  French  gen 
fleman,  delivered  an  animated  ^d- 
drefs,  in  Englifil  j  and,  alter  a  great 
many  toafls  had  been  drunk,  Mr, 
Rous  rofe  about  eight  o’clock,  and 
faid,  ‘  That,  confideriog  the  indufb  y 
with  which  the  intentions  of  the 
meeting  had  been  milreprefented,  it 
would  bell  confute  the  alfertions  of 
their  enemies,  if,  after  the  prefent 
temperate  repaft,  every  gentleman 


wTere  to  retire*  home.’  Mr.  Rous 
then  left  the  chair  ;  and,  alter  the 
health  of  the  Rewards  and  of  the  fo- 
ciety  at  Nantz  had  been  drunk,  the 
company  very  peaceably  /Separated. 

At  nine  o’clock  not  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany  remained  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor ;  but  a  mob,  collected,  no 
doubt,  by  the  expectation  fo  weakly, 
or  criminally,  promoted,  that  there 
would  be  a  riot,  appeared  aboyt  the 
doors  of  the  tavern,  where  indeed 
fome  perfonsjiad  continued  during 
the  whole  of  the  afternoon.  At  half 
pall  nine  their  numbers  had  greatly 
increafed,  and  a  few  among  them, 
probablv  pickpockets, or  perfons  with 
worfe  intentions,  began  to  call  for 
lights.  The  red  accompanied  them, 
as  no  tranfaflion  in  London  can  want 
fpedfators,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eaftern  parts  of  the  Strand  and  oi  the 
city  placed  lights  in  their  windows. 
Then  there  came  in  the  Strand,  ano¬ 
ther  mob  of  peace  makers ,  demand¬ 
ing  moll  vehemently  that  the  lights, 
fhould  be  put  out,  with  which  order 
the  inhabitants  relu&antly  complied, 
not  knowing  which  it  was  fafe  to 
obey.  At  eleven  o’clock  every  thing 
was  peaceable,  and  the  perfons  in  the 
ftreets  were  not  fo  many  as  on  a 
common  illumination  upon  a  birth* 
night.  The  windows  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  coffee  houfe,  and  of  a  filver- 
fmith  s  houfe  upon  Ludgate-hill, 
with  feveral  others,  were,  however, 
broken,  before  the  lights  could  be 
Ihewn.  G1  eat  praife  is  due  to  the 
lord  mayor,  fir  James  Sandeifon, 
and  Mr.  alderman  Watfon,for  their 
fpirited,  yet  temperate  conduit  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  a  difturhance. 

2 1  .The  anniverfaiy  of  the  French 
revolution,  on  the  1  ,th  infi.  which 
was  celebrated  without  any  difturh¬ 
ance,  at  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Glaf- 
gow,  Manchefter,  Liverpool,  Nor¬ 
wich,  &c.  was  productive  of  fatal 
confequencesat  Birmingham ;  where, 
in  confequence  of  an  advertifement. 
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tjhe  fame  day,  near  ninety  gentle¬ 
men  met,  at  the  hotel  in  Temple- 
Lane,  to  commemorate  this  anni- 
verfary.  It  is  previouffy  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  fix  copies,  of  a  feditious 
band-bill  had  been  left  early  in  the 
week,  in  a  public  houfe,  by  fome  per¬ 
son  unknown:  fordifcoverv of theau- 
fhor,  printer,  or  publifher  of  which, 
a  reward  of  ioo  guineas  was  offer¬ 
ed  by  the  m  agiflrat.es  ;  and  which, 
having  been  very  generally  copied, 
caufed  a  .great  ferment^  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  In  confequence,  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  a  considerable 
number  of  perfons  gathered  round 
the  hotel,  hiffing  at  the  gentlemen 
as  they  affernbled  ;  and,  fubfequent 
to  their  departure,  two  hours  after, 
every  window  in  the  front  was  de- 
rnolifhed,  potwithftanding  the  per- 
fonal  interference  of  the  magi¬ 
strates. 

The  mob  next  attacked  the  New 
meeting-houfe  (Dr.  Prieflley’s) ,  and, 
#fter  trying  in  vain  to  tear  up  the 
feats,  See.  they  fet  it  on  fire,  and  no¬ 
thing  remains  that  could  be.confum- 
ed. 

The  old  meeting-houfe  was  com¬ 
pletely  emptied  of  pulpit,  pews,  See. 
which  were  burnt  in  the  adjoining 
burying-ground,  and  afterward  the 
building  was  levelled  nearly  with  the 
ground  ;  it  being  copfidered  dange¬ 
rous  from  its  fituation  to  fet  it  on 
fire. 

Dr.  Prieflley’s  houfe  at  Fair-hill, 
(a  mile  and  a  half  from  Birmingham ) 
next  met  a  fimilar  fate,  with  the 
whole  of  his  valuable  library,  and 
.more  -valuable  colleflion  of  apparatus 
for  philofophical  experiments.  Here 
one  of  the  rioters  was  killed  by  the 
falling  of  a.cornice-ffone. 

On  Friday  morning  tlie  mob  con¬ 
tinued  their  depredations  ;Tpr  there 
was  no  armed  force,  and  the  civil 
power  was  not  fufficient  to  rep  refs 
them.  Armed  with  bludgeons,  4c. 
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and  vociferating  u  church  and  king!” 
they  fpread  terror  wherever  they- 
appeared. 

About  noon  they  attacked  and  de- 
moiifhed  the  elegant  manfionof  Mr, 
John  Ryland,  at  Eafy-hill  ;  where 
many  of  the  rioters,  who  were  drunk, 
perifhed  in  the  cellars,  either  by  the 
flames,  fuffocation,  or  by  the  falling 
in  of  the  roof.  Six  poor  wretches, 
terribly  bruifed,  were  got  out  alive,- 
and  fent  to  the  hofpital,  and  ten  dead 
bodies  have  fmee  been  dug  out  of  the 
ruins  ;  but  a  man,  who  had  remain¬ 
ed  immured  in  one  of  the  vaults 
from  the  preceding  Friday,  worked 
his  way  out  on  Monday,  with  little 
injury. 

In  the  afternoon  the  magiflrates 
attended  and  fwore  in  fome  bun-, 
dreds  as  additional  conflables,  who,* 
with  mop-ftaves  in  their  hands, 
marched  to  Mr.  Ryland’s  to  dilperfc 
the  mob,  who  at  firft  gave  way,  but 
rallying,  after  a  flout  conflict,  in 
which  many  were  feverely  wounded, 
the  pojfe  cotnitatus  were  obliged  to 
retire. 

The  country  refidence  of  John 
Taylor,  efq.  Bordefley-hall,  after 
the  greateft  part  of  its  fplendid  fur¬ 
niture  had  been  demolished  or  cai> 
ried  away,  was  fet  on  fire,  'together 
with  the  out-offices,  Rabies,  ricks  of 
hay,  &c.  Every  exertion  to  pre- 
ferve  this  elegant  feat  was  made  by 
captain  Carver,  but  in  vain.  On 
offering  them  his  purfe  with  ioo 
guineas  to  Have  the  houfe,  he  was 
huitled  amid  the  crowd,  with  a  cry 
of  “  No  bribery  !”  and  narrowly  el- 
caped  their  fury. 

In  the  night  of  Friday,  the  home 
of  Mr.  Hutton,  in  High-ftreet,  was 
completely  flripped  ;  his  large  flock 
of  paper,  valuable  library,  and  ail 
his  furniture  deflroyed  or  carried  a- 
way.  Fire  was  feveral  times  brought 
bv  a  woman  (women  and  boys  were 
particularly  adtjve  in  all  thedpppe- 

dations-), 
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itions),  but  the  majority  of  the  po- 
iilace,  in  tendernefs  to  the  town, 
ou'd  not  fuffer  it  to  he  applied. 
From  Mr.  Hutton’s  they  proceed- 
1  to  his  country  houfe  at  Wafh- 
ood-heath,  three  miles  from  town, 
hich,  with  its  offices,  they  reduced 
allies. 

On  Saturday,  the  rioters  made  an 
tack  on  Mr.-  Humphrey’s  elegant 
>ufe  at  Spark-brook,  but  were  re- 
ilfed,  and  one  man  killed.  The 
ob,  however,  on  a  fecond  attack, 
rried  their  point,  and  ranfackecl 
e  houfe  of  all  its  furniture. 

Mr.  William  Ruflel’s  houfe,  at 
ewell-green,  experienced  all  the 
)lence  of  fire  and  devaftation. 

The  houfe  of  Mr.  T.  Hawkes, 
afeley -wake  Green,  was  ftripped  of 
furniture. 

Mofeley-hall,  the  refidence  of  the 
wager  cotmtefs  of  Carhampton, 
t  the  property  of  John  Taylor, 

.  Mr.  Harwood’s,  and  Mr.  Hob- 
i’s,  a  diffenting  minifter,  were  all 
fire  at  once. 

Lady  Carhampton,  who  is  blind, 

1  notice,  the  preceding  day,  to  re¬ 
ive  her  effeefts,  as  their  vengeance 
s  not  directed  againfi  her  ;  the 
)d  old  lady  gave  directions  accord-* 
;ly,  and  fir  Robert  and  captain 
wley  immediately  attended  on 
ir  noble  relation,  whom  they  ac- 
npained  in  fafety  to  Can  well,  fir 
herbs  feat. 

The  whole  of  Saturday,  bufinefs 
>  at  a  fiand,  and  the  fiiops  moftly 
t  up,  notwithftanding  the  appear- 
e  of  the  magiftrate^,  and  feveral 
»ular  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
the  reports  were  fo  various  of 
ftrength  of  the  infurgents,  and 
ing  no  military,  no  force  could 
Tent  againfi  them.  In  the  after- 
'n  and  evening,  fmall  parties  of 
;e  or  five  levied  contribution,  of 
tt,  liquor,  and  money. 

Sunday  the  rioters  bent  their 
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courfe  toward  Kirtgfwo'od,  feven 
miles  off,  extorting  money  and  li¬ 
quors  bv  the  way.  There  the  diffent- 
ing  meeting-houfe,  and  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  their  minifter,  were  redu¬ 
ced  to  allies;  as  were  the  premifes  of 
Mr.  Cox,  at  Worftock,  the  fame  day. 

At  night,  foon  after  ten,  three 
troops  of  the  1  5th  light  dragoons  ar¬ 
rived  amid  the  acclamations  of  the 
inhabitants,  whofe  hopes  and  fears 
had  been  depifted  through  the  day 
in  every  countenance,  as  reports  of 
the  near  approach  of  the  foldiery 
were  ipread  or  contradicted.  The 
town  was  immediately  illuminated, 
and  before  morning  every  thins  was 
tolerably  quiet,  but  the  rioters  were 
ft  ill  continuing  their  depredations  in 
the  country.  They  exhaufted  the 
cellars  at  each  place,  and  received  va¬ 
rious  fums  of  money  to  pr  event  their 
proceeding  to  further  violence. 

They  were  in  great  force  at  the 
time  the  troops  arrived,  which  they 
no  fooner  had  intimation  of  than  they 
began  to  fiink  off  in  fmall  parties 2 
and  the  peafantary,  taking  courage, 
put  the  reft:  to  flight  in  various  di¬ 
rections. 

So  rapid  were  the  light  horfe  in 
their  route  for  the  relief  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  that  they  came  there  in  one 
day  from  Nottingham,  a  difiance  of 
56  miles. 

On  Monday,  the  town  appeared 
in  perfect  fecuntv,  but  as  much 
crowded  as  during  the  three  preced¬ 
ing  days,  in  viewing  the  military;  the 
mob  keeping  at.fuch  a  diftance  as  to 
render  all  accounts  of  them  dubious  ; 
at  one  time  laid  to  be  at.  Alcefter, 
the  next  hour  at'Bromfgrove,  &e. 

On  Tuefday,  there  were  flying 
rumours  of  depredations  near  Hag- 
ley,  Hales-owen,  &c.and  in  the  even-, 
ing  certain  information  was  received 
that  a  party  of  rioters  were  then  at¬ 
tacking  Mr.  Male’s,  of  Belie-vue.  A 
few  of  the  light  dragoons  immediate- 
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ly  went  to  his  affiffance;  but  the  rio¬ 
ters  had  been  previoufly  overpower¬ 
ed  by  a  body  of  people  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  i  o  of  them  were  con¬ 
fined  at  Hales-owen, 

On  Wednefday  morning,  the 
country  round,  for  10  miles,  was 
fcoured  by  the  light  horfe,  but  not 
one  rioter  to  be  met  with,  and  all 
the  manufactories  were  at  work,  as 
if  no  interruption  had  taken  place. 
Three  troops  of  the  i  ith  light  dra¬ 
goons  marched  in  this  morning,  and 
more  troops  were  expeCted. 

Among  the  articles  corifumed  at 
Mr.  Ryland’s  at  Birmingham,  was 
the  body  of  the  late  Mr.  Balkerville, 
who  by  will  ordered  he  fhould  be 
buried  in  his  own  houfe,  and  he  was 
accordingly  interred  there.  A  flone 
clofet  was  ereCfed  in  it,  where  he 
was  depofited  in  a  Handing  pofhire, 
The  houfe  was  afterward  fold  with 
this  exprefs  condition,  that  it  fhould 
remain  there. 

23.  From  a  narrative  publifhed 
by  Mr.  William  Ruffe!,  one  of  the 
fufFerers  by  the  riots,  it  appears,  that 
in  confequence  of  the  feditious  hand¬ 
bill  the  following  advertifement  was 
publifhed  in  the  Birmingham  Chro¬ 
nicle  of  the  14th  July,  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  intended  to  commemorate 
the  French  revolution,  who  likewife 
fent  hand-bills,  with  copies  of  this 
advert ifirient,  all  over  Birmingham ; 
both  to  prevent  any  bad  effefts  from 
this  feditious  paper,  and  to  refcue 
themfeives  from  the  calumny  of  be¬ 
ing  the  authors  of  it. 

11  Birmingham  commemoration 
of  the  French  Revolution. 

il  Several  hand-bills  havihg  been 
circulated  in  the  town,  which  can 
only  be  intended  to  create  diftruft 
concerning  the  intention  of  the 
meeting,  todiflurb  its  harmony,  and 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  the 
gentlemen  who  propofed  it,  think  it 


neceffary  to  declare  their  entire  dif 
approbation  of  all  fuch  hand-bills 
and  their  ignorance  of  the  authors 
— Senfible  themfeives  of  the  advanta 
ges  of  a  free  government,  they  rejoin 
in  the  extenfion  of  liberty  to  thei 
neighbours,  at  the  fame  time  avow 
ing,  in  the  moft  explicit  manner 
their  attachment  to  the  conftitutioi 
of  their  own  country,  as  veiled  ii 
the  three  eflates  of  the  king,  lords 
and  commons.-^  Surely,  no  free 
born  Engh'fhman  can  refrain  fronl 
exulting  in  this  addition  to  the  ge‘ 
neral  mafs  of  human  happinefs;  jj 
is  the  caufe  of  humanity,  it  is  th 
caufe  of  the  people. 

“  Birmingham,  July,  13,  1791.’ 

In  the  morning,  however,  afte 
this  was  publiflied,  many  rumours ( 
the  probability  of  a  riot  weij 
brought  to  the  friends  of  the  meej 
ing ;  and  as  there  was  too  mucj 
reafon  to  think  that  means  had  beejj 
ufed  to  promote  one,  they  detej 
mined  to  poilpone  the  intende 
dinner,  and  accordingly  agreed  I 
put  it  off,  and  prepare  a  hand-bl 
for  that  pu rpole,  of  which  the  fol 
lowing  is  a  copy  ; 


Intended  Commemoration  cj~ the  Freni 
Revolution, 

u  The  friends  of  the  intend] 
fefhvity,  finding  that  their  views  ai 
intention,  in  confequence  of  beii 
mifconceived  by  fome,  and  mifr 
prefented  by  others,  have  created  ;j 
alarm  in  the  minds  of  the  majoil 
ty  of  the  town,  and  it  is  thougl 
endangered  its  tranquillity,  infors 
their  neighbours  that  they  value  tj 
peace  of  the  town  far  beyond  t 
gratification  of  a  feftival,  and  thei 
fore  have  determined  to  give  up  the 
intentions  of  dining  at  the  hotel  11 
on  this  occafion  ;  and  they  ve 
gladly  improve  this  renewed  opp< 
tunity  of  declaring  that  they  are 
this  hour  entirely  ignorant  of  the  a| 
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thor,  printer,  or  pub li flier,  of  the  in¬ 
flammatory  hand-bill  circulated  on 
Monday.” 

This  was  fent  to  the  printer;  but 
before  hehad  compofed  it,  the  mailer 
of  the  hotel,  in  confluence  of  har¬ 
ing  the  dinner  countermanded,  re- 
prefented,  that  he  was  lure  there  was 
no  danger  of  any  tumult,  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  thedinner  might  be  had 
as  was  intended  ;  only  propolingthat 
the  gentlemen  fhould  take  care  to 
break  up  early,  and  then  all  danger 
would  be  avoided.  This  meafure 
was  then  adopted,  and  orders  given 
to  the  printer  to  fupprefs  the  hand¬ 
bill.  Accordingly  there  was  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  eighty-onegentlemen,  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town  and  neighbour¬ 
hood,  at  the  great  room  in  the  ho¬ 
tel,  where  they  dined  and  palled  the 
afternoon  with  temperate  feflivity. 

An  ingenious  artill  of  the  town 
decorated  the  room  upon  this  orca- 
lion  with  three  elegant  emblematic 
pieces  of  feu Ipt ure,  mixed  with  paint¬ 
ing,  in  a  new  ftyle  of  compoliiion. 
The  central  piece  was  a  finely  exe¬ 
cuted  medallionof  his  majeftv,  encir¬ 
cled  with  a  Glory,  on  each  fide  of 
which  was  an  alabafter  obelilk  ;  the 
one  exhibiting  Gallic  Liberty  break¬ 
ing  the  bands  of  defpotifm,  and  the 
other  reprefenting  Britifh  liberty  in 
its  prefent  enjoyment. 

James  Keir,  efq.  of  Weft  Brom¬ 
wich  (a  member  of  the  church  of 
England )  was  chairman  :  this  gentle¬ 
man  likewife  publiflied  a  letter  on  the 
occafion,  in  which  he  affects  (in  con- 
futationof  a  Life  and  malignant  after- 
tion  in  one  of  the  morning  prints, 
that  a  treajonabie  toaft  was  the  firft 
that  was  given)that  the  firft  toaft  was 
•*  1  he  king  andtheconftitution;’  and 
one  of  the  laft,  4  Peace  and  good  will 
to  mankind  9 

24.  The  Neptune,  Scarborough, 
and  Surprife  tranfports  arrived  at 
Botany-Bay  the  29th  of  June,  179c, 
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after  a  paffage  of  exactly  two  months 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The 
convi&s  were  very  fickly,  of  whom 
270  died  on  their  paffage,  and  100 
more  after  their  arrival.  I  he  navv 
agent,  Mr.  Shepcott,  died  alfo  on 
his  paflage  ;  but  of  the  New  South 
Wales  corps  only  one  foldier  died  on 
the  voyage,  and  one  after  they  arriv¬ 
ed.  They  found  the  colony  in  a  dif- 
trefled  ftate,  many  fick  and  fickening 
for  want  of  food,  of  which  they  were 
in  deplorable  need,  having  quite,  ex- 
haufted  their  ftores,  and  nearly  alL 
the  flock  of  animals  intended  for 
breeding.  They  were,  however, 
happily  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  the 
lliips. 

27.  A  proclamation  was  publiflied 
for  apprehending  the  author,  prin¬ 
ter,  or  publifher,  of  the  feditious 
paper,  which  excited  fo  much  dif- 
tur’bance  at  Birmingham. 

Alfo  another  proclamation,  offer¬ 
ing  a  reward  of  1  oc  1.  with  rhe  royal 
pardon,  as  ufual,  for  the  difeovery 
of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  late 
riots. 

28.  On  Saturday  came  on,  in  the 
court  of  chancery,  the  hearing  of  the 
cafe  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  againft  the 
India  company,  when  the  company’s 
plea,  t!.at  in  quality  of  fovereigns 
they  were  not  amenable,  was  fet  a- 
fide. 

AUGUST. 

3.  The  diflenters  of  Banbury  have 
accommodated  the  members  of  the 
eftabliflied  church  with  the  ufe  of 
their  meeting,  ftnee  the  taking  down 
of  the  church  ;  and  divine  fervice  is 
performed  there  alternately  every 
Sunday. 

4.  The  following  experiments 
were  lately  made,  on  board  a  Chip  in 
Portfmouth  harbour,  by  Mr.  Hill, 
carpenter  of  th.e  A6live,  and  inventor 
of  a  machine  for  drawing  bolts  out 

of 
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of  the  {hip’s  fides,  & c*  ih;  He  hop¬ 
ped  a  hiot-hole  on  the  outlide  of  the 
hiip,  four  feet  under  water,  in  the 
fpace  of  one  minute,  without  affih- 
ance  from  any  perfon  out  of  the  vef- 
fel.  2d.  He  hopped,  in  the  fame 
manner,  a  fpace  in  the  blip’s  fide, 
four  feet  undar  water,  of  four  feet  by 
four  inches,  in  two  minutes  and  a 
half.  During  the  time  of  effectually 
curing  both  leaks,  the  fbip  made  on¬ 
ly  ten  inches  water  in  the  well.  3d* 
An  experiment  on  the  chain-pump 
with  a  new-conhruCted  wheel  ot  Mr. 
Hill’s  invention,  which  acts  upon  in¬ 
finitely  better  principles  than  that  at 
prefent  in  ufe,  is  much  fafer,  lels  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  out  of  order,  and  will  be  a 
material  faving  to  government,  in 
chains  and  faucers* 

5.  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  late  Ameri¬ 
can  miniher  at  the  court  of  France, 
has  communicated  to  an  eminent 
houfe  in  the  city  a  difcovery,  which,, 
if  fanClioned  by  experience,  will  be 
of  the  utmoh  importance.  A  per¬ 
fon  near  Bohon,  who  was  a  fhip-buif- 
der,  has  folicited  a  patent  from  the 
United  States  for  a  mode  of  preferv- 
ing  {hip-timber  from  being  worm- 
eaten.  During  the  thirty  years  he 
has  been  a  bridge-builder,  he  has  al¬ 
ways  foaked  fuch  timbers  as  were  to 
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be  underwater  in  oil,  and  has  found 
this  method  to  prefer ve  them  ever 
iince  he  was  in  that  employment. 

6.  An  Englifh  Proteftant  church 
was  opened  at  Dunkirk,  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  worhiip  of  Chriftians  of  all  deno¬ 
minations.  The  number  of  Proteh- 
ants  at  Dunkirk  is  very  great ;  and 
the  Englifh  are  fo  numerous,  that 
the  church  loon  overflowed  and  ma- 
py  were  obliged  to  return  for  want 
of  room. 

7.  The  aCI  for  regulating  the  li¬ 
mited  number  of  negroes  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  in  the  have  fhips,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  tonnage,  has  been  pro¬ 


ductive  of  every  good  confequence5 
intended  by  its  benevolent  framers; 
for  the  Jah  Liverpool  hiip,  that  car¬ 
ried  the  largeh  freight,  loh  but  one 
have  out  of  5  !  5,  which  hie  exported 
from  the  coah  of  Africa  to  the  Weft 
India  Ihands. 

8.  The  United  States  of  America, 
in  order  to  alleviate  the  mifery  of 
havery,  have  lately  inftituted  feverai 
juft  and  philanthropic  laws  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  that  melancholy  hate  of  ex- 
ihence.  They  have,  in  particular, 
made  the  wilful  murder  of  a  have,? 
(which  before  was  a  mifdemeanour 
liable  to  fine  and  impiifonment !)  a 
capital  offence. 

12.  The  inhabitants  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  at  a  public  meeting,  voted  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  majehy  for 
his  paternal  care  m an ifefted  for  their 
ferurity  during  the  late  riots.  They 
alfo  voted  thanks  and  pieces  of  plate 
of  100  guineas  value  to  their  juhices  ; 
alfo  thanks  to  the  earls  of  Aylesford 
and  Plymouth,  hr  Robert  Lawley* 
the  hon.  capt.  Finch,  and  the  feverat 
other  gentlemen  who  exerted  them- 
felves  to  fupprefs  the  riots  ;  thanks 
and  elegant  drefs  fwords  to  capt.  Pol- 
hill,  cornets  Hilton  and  Seymour ; 
with  icOl.  to  the  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  15  th  dra¬ 
goons  for  their  great  vigikhce. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  16.  Miniherial 
notes  have  been  delivered  at  St.  Pe- 
terffiurgh  by  Mr.  Whitwoi  th,  and 
Mr.  Fawkener,  and  count  Goltze; 
on  the  part  ot  his  majehy  and  ol  the 
ki n g  of  Pr  uffia,  and  by cou  at  Oherma n 
on  the  part  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
relative  to  the  terms  of  pacification 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte. 

In  thefe  notes,  the  minihers  of  his 
majehy  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  agree; 
on  the  part  of  their  refpeClive  love- 
reigns,  that  their  majetiics  will  pro¬ 
pose  to  the  Porte  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  Ruffia,  on  the  terms  of  the  cef* 
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fion  of  the  diftriCt  of  Oczakow,  from 
the  bog  to  the  Dniefter  ;  her  imperial 
majefty  engaging  not  to  difturb  the 
free  navigation  of  the  latter  river, 
blit  to  favour  and  proteCt  it,  (to  which 
condition  the  Porte  is  to.be  equally 
and  reciprocally  bound)  and  her 
imperial  majefty  being  alfo  to  reftdre 
to  the  Porte  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  all  other  conquefts  whatever. 
The  minifter  of  her  imperial  majefty 
agrees,  on  the  part  of  hi  ,  fovereign, 
to  make  peace  on  thefe  terms  ;  and 
the  min  hirers  of  his  majefty  and  the 
king  of  Pruffia  agree,  on  the  part  of 
their  refpeClive  fovereigns,  that,  if 
:ue  Porte  fliould  decline  to  enter  into 
legociation  on  this  bafts,  their  maje- 
fiec  will  leave  the  termination  of  the 
Var  to  the  courfe  of  thofe  events  to 
■vhich  it  may  lead.  Lond.  Ga%. 

18.  Yefterday,  a  little  before  one 
fclock,  as  his  majefty  was  pafling  in 
lis  carriage  through  the  Park  to  St. 
'arnes’s,  a  gentleman drefledin  black, 
landing  in  the  Green  Park,  clofe  to 
he  rails,  within  a  few  yards  of  Mr. 
Mpley’s  pavilion,  juft  as  the  carriage 
:&me  opposite  where  he  flood ,  was 
>bferved  to  pull  a  paper  haftily  from 
lis  pocket,  which  he  fluck  on  the 
ail,  addrefted  to  the  king,  throw  off 
iis  hat,  difcharge  a  piftol  in  his  own 
>ofom,  and  inllantly  fall.  Though 
iirrounded  with  people  collected  to 
ee  the  king  pafs,  the  rafh  aCt  was  fo 
uddenly  perpetrated,  that  110  one  fuft 
>e£led  his  fatal purpofe  till  he  had  ac- 
ompliftied  it.  He  expired  :m- 
nediately.  In  his  left  hand  was  g 
etter,  addrefted  u  To  the  coroner 
ffio  fliall  take  an  inqueft  on  James 
Sutherland.” —  This  unfortunate 
;entleman,  James  Sutherland,  efq. 
tad  been  fufpended  from  his  office 
f  judge  advocate  of  Minorca,  on  the 
-cond  of  Auguft,  17S.0  ;  for  which,- 
tithe  23d  of  July  1 783,  he  brought 
n  aClion  againft  general  Murray, 
iie  govenor,  and  obtained  a  verdiCt 


with  rood,  damages.  Geheral  Mur" 
ray  was  indemnified  by  parliament  t 
and  the  failure  of  fome  application^ 
to  government  having,  at  a  fubfe" 
quent  period,  reduced  Mr.  Suther¬ 
land  to  great  diftrefs,  had  greatly  de¬ 
ranged  his  mind.  He  was  very  gen¬ 
teelly  drefted  ;  had  only  two  pence 
and  fome  letters  in  his  j  ockets.  The 
letters  were  carried  to  the  fecretary 
of  ftafe’s  officer  One  of  them  u  as 
addrefted  to  the  king..  The  coroner’s 
inqueft  brought  in  their  verdict  lu¬ 
nacy. 

bath^  Aug .  1 7.  An  aCtion  was  tried 
at  the  affixes  at  Salifbury,  brought  by 
Mr.  Phelps  againft  the  Hundred  df 
Bradford,  to  recover  the  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  him  from  a  riot  on  the 
14th  of  May,  by  which  his  houfeand 
furniture  were  in  part  demolifhedj 
and  a  machine  ufed  in  fcribbling  wool 
was  taken  from  his  workfhops  and 
burnt.  The  jury  gave  a  verdiCt  for 
the  full  damages* 

On  this  eccafion,  judge  Buller 
made  the  following  obfervations ; 
u  The  workmen  have  ftiown  their 
difapprobation  of  the  different  im¬ 
provements  that  have  taken  place  in 
other  manufactories  as  Well  as  this  ; 
but  deluded,  infatuated  people,  how 
have  they  miftaken  their  own  inte- 
reft  !  I  know  myfelf  the  advantage 
which  machines  have  been  to  the 
cotton  manufactory  in  Lancaftiire  ; 
for  there,  where  only  4000  people 
were  employed,  there  are  now 
40,000  ;  and  were  the  gentlemen 
concerned  in  that  bufmefs  to  give  up* 
their  machines,  it  would  occafion 
greater  jealoufies  and  difcontents  than 
were  caufed  by  their  firft  introduc¬ 
tion. 

“  This  country  has  long  been  fa¬ 
mous  for  making  fuperfine  cloth,-  in 
which  it  has  excelled,  and  fupplied 
not  only  this  country,  but  all  Eufope* 
with  the  article;  and  if  machines  are 
not  ufed  to  enable  the  manufacturer 
(C)  to 
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td>  fell  as  cheap  as  other  countries 
now  do,  they  will  be  underfold,  and 
find  their  goods  returned  on  their 
hands;  for  that  man  who  can  afford 
to  fell  his  commodity  the  cheapeft, 
will,  have  the  greafeft  faie,  and  the 
moll  expeditioufly  ihcreafe  his  con¬ 
cern  :  —  independent  of  this  confe- 
quence,  it  is  a  public  benefit.” 

22.'  At  the  affizes  at  York,  John 
Sennet  was  capitally  convifted  of 
fetting  fire  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Wil- 
kinfon,  a  magiffrate,  in  the  fate 
riots  at  Sheffield. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  23.  On  Saturday 
laft,  one  of  his  majefiy’s  menffengefs 
arrived  at  the  office  of  the  right  hon. 
loid  Grenville,  his  majefty’s  princi¬ 
pal  fecretary  of  ftate  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  with  difpatches  from  the  right 
lion,  fir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  K.  B. 
his  majefty’s  envoy -extraordinary 
and  minifter-plenipotentiary  to  tlie 
court  of  Vienna,  and  plenipoteniary 
to  the  congrefs  of  Siftova,  containing 
an  account  that  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  was  figned  on  the  4th  inftant, 
between  the  emperor  and  the  Otto¬ 
man  Forte,  under  the  joint  mediation 
of  his  majefty,  of  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
and  of  the  ftates- general  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces  ;  and  that  a  feparate 
convention  between  his  imperial 
majefty  and  the  Ottoman  Forte,  for 
fettling  the  limits  between  the  two 
empires,  was  afterward  figned  on  the 
fame  day.  Bond.  Gaz. 

Birmingham^  Aug.  25.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  Aug.  22,  baron  Perryn  opened 
the  proceedings  at  the  affizesat  War¬ 
wick,  by  an  addrefs  to  the  grand  ju¬ 
ry,  in  which  heobferved,  that  in  the 
calendar  were  the  names  of  many 
perfons  charged  with  tumultuous 
riots,,  in  open  defiance  of  all  law  ; 
by  which  the  places  of  public  wor¬ 
th  ip,  and  the  habitations  and  effects 
of  a  denomination  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjefts,  who  have  long,  legally 
enjoyed  toleration,  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed,  to  the  great  terror  and 


injury  of  the  individual  fufferers, 
and  to  the  alarm  of  the  whole  king¬ 
dom. 

In  Hating  what  he  thought  the 
law  on  this  fubjeft,  he  thus  proceed¬ 
ed  :  “  Infurreftions  for  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary  grievances,  of  a  public  andl 
general  nature,  and  pulling  down 
meeting-houfea,  iiicloffrres,  or  fuch 
like,  and  to  effeft  this  purpofe  by 
force  and  numbers,  are,  by  con  ft  ruc¬ 
tion  of  law,  confidered  high  treafon. 
Affemblies  or  multitudes  met,  from 
whatever  purpofe,  though  not  oil 
that  general  nature,  and  confequent-j 
ly  not  extending  to  high  treafon,  are! 
yet  of  the  mod  dangerous  tendency, 
and  generally  followed  with  themoff 
mifehievous  confec&iences.  Our  hif; 
tory  fiirnifhes  ih-ftances,  where  th«l 
perfon  of  the  king,  and  the  conftitiT-j 
tion  of  the  kingdom,  have  beer 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  hazard  by  in 
fti'rr  eft  ions  of  this  nature.  If  fuel 
infurreftions  are  not  prevented,  oij 
immediately  fuppreffed,  anarchy  ancj 
confufion  muff  follow  ;  and  the  hap  I 
pieft  conffitutfon  in  the  world,  th® 
beft  that  a  favoured  nation  was  ever 


bleffed  with,  muff  be  in  danger  o 
being  deftroyed.  in  order  to  prej 
vent  thefe  mifehiefs,  ah  aft  paffedU 
the  firft  year  of  George  I.  common  ' 
ly  called  the  Riot  Aft,  which  enadtsj 
‘"that  if  twelve  perfons,  or  more,  ad 
unlawfully  affembled  to  the  difturbl 
ance  of  the  peace,  and  any  one  jufj 
tice  of  the  peace,  lheriff,  under-ffiel 
riff,  or  mayor,  fliall  command  thenl 
by  proclamation  to  difperfe,  if  the; 
confemn  his  orders,  and  conthiue  to  I 
gether  for  one  hour  afterward,  furl 
contempt  fliall  be  felony  without  be! 
nefit  of  clergy.’  By  a  lubfequenl 
claufe  of  this  aft,  ‘  it  is  provided  I 
that  if  any  perfons,  foriotouffy  af| 
1  enabled,  begin,  even  before  proclai 
mation,  to  pull  down  any  church! 
chapel,  meeting  houfe,  dwelling! 
houfe,  or  out-houfe,  they  fliall  be  tea 

Ions  without  benefit  of  clergy-  I 

“  Geui 
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ii  Gentlemen,  I  conceive  it  is  upon 
this  laft  claufe  that  you  will  find  the 
bills  again  ft  the  prifoners  who  ftand 
charged  with  this  offence. 

•  “  The  wifdom  of  the  legiflature 
has  enjoined,  that  tumultuous  citings 
,  of  this  nature  fliould  be  immediate  - 
ly  fuppreffed.  Every  perfon  in  this 
kingdom  is,  entiled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  law  :  every,  perfon  is  obliged  to 
obey,  or  fuffcr  the  penalties  of  the 
Jaw.  It  is  your,  duty  to  inquire,  and 
trueprefentment  make  of  the  breach¬ 
es  of  this  ftatute,  that  the  law  may 
he  carried  into  execution,  for  the  fafe- 
.  ty  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeefs.  What¬ 
ever  were  the  motives  to  thefe  breach¬ 
es,  they  cannot  be  j unified.  When 
,the  mod:  fevere  laws  againft  the  Eo- 
man  catholics,  which  fo  long  difgrac- 
cd  our  ftatute-book,  have  been  repeal - 
,  ed  ;  when  every  reafonable  indul¬ 
gence  was  given  to  tender  confiden¬ 
ces,  which  was  confident  with  the 
fafety  of  the  Rate*  and  when  all  in¬ 
tolerance  feemed  to  be  done  away  ; 
itmufl  be  matterof great furprife, that 
fuch  a  feafon  fhould  be  chofen  for 
this  violence  ;  at  a  time  too  when 
the  bleffings  of  his  majefty’s  reign 
are  equally  extended  to  all  hisfub- 
jefts,  without  diftindtion  of  perfons, 
and  whofe  view  has  ever  been  to  u- 
nite  the  hearts  of  all  his  fubjedls,  and 
.to  render  them  as  well  affected  to 
each  other  as  the  v  ought  to  be  to  fuch 
a  fovereign.” — The  baron  conclud¬ 
ed,  by  expreffing  confidence,  that  the 
great  truft  repofed  in  them  by  the 
conftitution  would  be  difeharged  to 
their  own  honour,  and  in  a  manner 
that  would  contribute  to  the  peace 
.and  quiet  of  the  kingdom. 

The  trials  commenced  the  next 
■day,  when  Francis  Field,  alias  Rod¬ 
ney,  was  indidfed  for  fetting  fire  to 
the  houfe  of  John  Taylor,  efq.  of 
Afion,  near  Birmingham,  on  the 
15th  of  J  uly  laft. 

Mr.  Newnham,  the  leading  coun- 
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fel  for  the  crown,  opened  the  profe- 
cution,  by  Rating  to  the  jury  the 
dreadful  riots  which  had  taken 
place  at  and  near  Birmingham,  in 
the  middle  of  July.  “  Thefe  riots,” 
faid  he,  “  were  a  reproach  to  any 
well  regulated  government ;  and 
though  it  was  impoffible,  with  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  magiftrates,  and  the  af- 
fiifance  of  many  of  the  well-difpofed 
perfons  of  Birmingham,  to  withftand 
fuch  riots,  yet  they  did  as  much  as  in 
them  lay  to  prevent  the  dreadful  con- 
fequences  that  enfued ;  but  violence 
bore  down  the  weak  efforts  of  juftice. 
Thefe  riots  were  carried  to  fuch  an  ex- 
cefs,  that  his  majefty,  the  great  father 
of  his  people,  and  the  protestor  of 
the  peace  of  the  country,  has  thought 
fit  to  interfere,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  property  of  his  fubje&s,  and  by 
the  leffon  of  wholefome  profecution, 
has,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  ta¬ 
ken  this  lip  as  an  a£t  of  government. 
-  Although  I  may  pity  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  prifoner,  who,  in  a  frenzy  of 
deiufion,  thought  fit  to  fet  fire  to  and 
deftroy  one  of  the  bell  houles  in  this 
county,  belonging  to  a  man  in  his 
public  and  private  character  as  irre¬ 
proachable  as  any  in  the  kingdom, 
(a  character  given  him  by  all  his 
friends  and  neighbours)  yet  I  mult 
fay,  that  he  committed  this  excefs 
without  the  final  left  provocation, 
without  the  fmalleft  reafon, — being 
actuated  by  the  frenzy  of  deiu¬ 
fion. 

“  Gentlemen,  government  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  private  opinions 
entertained  bv  any  one  man,  or  fet 
of  men.  Vicilfitude  of  opinions  pro¬ 
duces  fometimes  t.ie  groffeft  infults 
upon  government.  We  all  recollect 
the  dreadful  confequences  of  the 
year  1780,  when  the  capital  was 
threatened  with  definition,  and  was 
almoft  lighted  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  with  the  fires  that  were  kin¬ 
dled  by  the  frenzy  of  opinion.  Gen- 
(C  2)  tleraen. 
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tlemen,  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Taylor  Hill 
fmokes  in  its  ruins :  that  prifoner 
Hands  charged  with  this.  What  c- 
pinion  he  may  entertain,  it  does  not 
concern  me  to  enquire  into,  or  you 
to  know  :  but  this  1  know,  and  this 
you  will  know  and  feel,  that  the  only 
fafe  anchor  of  theconffitution,  is  the 
law  :  that  is  the  protestor,  the  gene¬ 
ral  prote&or  of  our  property  and  of 
our  lives ;  and  without  that  hire  an¬ 
chor  of  protection  and  of  hope,  we 
ihould  be  all  fubjeCl  to  the  affumed 
affectation  of  opinion  of  a  tumultu¬ 
ous  rabble,  in  every  pait  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  dominions/’ 

Witneffes  were  then  called,  who 
clearly  proved,  that  the  prifoner  was 
feen  to  feed  the  fire  kindled;  in  the 
houfe,  huzzaing  all  the  time.  He 
called  no  witneffes  to  his  character  ; 
but  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Vvilles  his 
counfel,  fubvyitted  to  his  lordfhip, 
that  as  there  was  no  evidence  to  (hew 
that  the  prifoner  had  fet  fire  to  this 
houfe,  but  only  that  he  had  thrown 
fome  goods  into  the  fire  that  had 
been  kindled  by  fome  other  perfon, 
he  could  not  be  convicted  on  this  in¬ 
dictment,  which  charged  him  with 
fetting  fire  to  it.  • 

The  judge  fa  id,  that  if  a  perfon 
brought  a  quantity  of  fire  into  a 
houfe,  and  another  fed  it,  by  adding 
fuel  to  it,  he  was  as  much  the  origi¬ 
nal  burner  as  the  perfon  who  firft 
kindled  it. — Then,  in  an  excellent 
charge  to  the  jury,  he  obferved,  that 
this  indictment  was  founded  on  an 
aCt,  9  Geo.  I.  called  the  Black  Aft. 
He  conceived  the  indictment  would 
have  been  founded  on  the  Riot  ACt, 
1  Geo.  I.  c.  5.  By  i  he  Black  ACt  it  was 
provided,  that  whoever  iliould  wilful¬ 
ly  and  malicioufly  fet  fire  to  any  houle, 
barn,  or  outhoufe,  fhould  be  a  felon 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  Although 
the  prifoner  did  not  fet  this  houfe  on 
fire,  yet,  being  there,  and  acting  in 
the  manner  that  had  been  defcribed 
by  the  witneffes,  he  was  as  guilty  of 
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burning  down  the  houfes,  as  the  per 
fon  who  brought  the  firft  firebrand. 
The  prifoner  feemed  to  have  been 
one  of  the  moft  aCtive.  As  to  his  be-i 
ing  in  liquor,  that  was  no  excufe  at 
all,  but  rather  an  aggravation.  Com¬ 
mon  reafon  and  law,  faid,  that  a  man1 
who  had  been  guilty  of  one  crime,! 
iliould  not  be  excufed  becaufe  he  hac 
committed  another. 

The  jury  retired,  and,  after  ad 
hour’s  conffderation,  brought  in  theiij 
verdiCt,  Guilty . 

William  Rice  was  next  indicted, 
on  the  riot  aCt,  for  beginning  to  de- 
molifli  the  houfe  of  William  Hutton 
efq.  of  Afton.  Two  of  Mr.  Hutton’:] 
fervants  depofed,  that  the  prifoner 
faid,  that  they  would  be  damned,  il 
the  houfe  did  not  come  down,  aril 
accordingly  he  ftruck  a  kitchen  win¬ 
dow,  and,  aflifted  by  another  man, 
broke  it  to  pieces ;  and  that  he  faw 
him  likewife  deftrovino;  the  bannif 
ters  of  the  flairs,  and  throwing  them 
through  the  windows  into  the  gar¬ 
den.  On  the  other  hand,  two  othei 
witneffes  gave  evidence  importing* 
that  he  could  not  be  at  Mr.  Hutton’: 
houfe  at  the  time  the  mob  were  def 
ffroying  it  ;  and  one,  in  particular!] 
fwore,  that  the  prifoner  was  againfi, 
not  for  the  mob.  He  and  two  other 
witneffes  gave  the  prifoner  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  honed,  iober,  and  indufl 
trious  man. 

The  judge,  inhis  charge  to  the  jury  j 
directed  their  attention  to  the  fitua  j 
tion  of  the  two  witneffes  for  theprofe 
cmion,  who  flood  at  the  door  thJ 
whole  time,  and,  of  courfe,  had  an  op 
portunity  of  obferving  whatpaffed.  A 
they  were  placed  there  by  Mr,  Hut 
ton  for  that  very  purpofe,  to  prefervi 
their  mailer’s  property,  it  was  natu-1 
ral  for  them  to  obferve  every  tiling 
that  was  goingon ;  and  they  defcribec 
the  prifoner  to  be  one  of  the  mol 
aCtive  among  the  mob.  In  fliort,  ifthil 
jury  gave  credit  to  their  teflimony,  i* 
brought  the  cafe  home  to  the  prifon  * 
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er.  They  would  judge  whether  the 
evidence  which  had  been  adduced 
for  the  prifoner  would  make  any  al- 
teration  in  the  cafe.  His  lordfhip  al- 
fo  fummed'up  this  evidence,  and  gave 
the  prifoner  the  full  benefit  of  it.  The 
jury  were  judges  what  credit  was  to 
be  given  to  the  witneffes  on  each 
fide.  Their  verdidt  was — Not  Guilty . 

Robert  Whitehead  was  indidted 
for  the  fame  offence.  Mr.  Hutton’s 
two  fervants  fwore  to  his  activity  in 
demolifhing  the  houfe,  and  that  he 
had  fnatched  a  gun  from  one  of  the 
witnefles,  and  knocked  him  down 
with  the  but-end  of  it.  This  evidence 
was  confirmed  bvtwo  other  witnef- 

4 

fes  ;  but  was  flatly  contradidted  by 
another,  whofe  evidence  went  to 
prove,  that  the  prifoner,  fo  far  from 
being  a  rioter,  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  quell  the  riot  ;  and  four 
refpedtable  witnefles  fwore  that  he 
had  as  good  a  charadter  as  any  work¬ 
man  need  to  have. 

The  judge  obferved,  that  four  men 
mufl:  be  abfolutely  perjured,  if  the 
prifoner  had  not  committed  the  adts 
of  violence  they  had  enumerated. 

The  jury  brought  in  their  verdidt 
—hot  Guilty . 

On  Wednefday,  John  Green,  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Fifher,  and  John  Clifton, 
were  indidted  for  beginning  to  demo- 
lifli  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  PriefUey, 
LL.D.  at  Alton. 

Mr.  Coke,  M.  P.  for  Nottingham, 
addrefled  the  jury,  and  obferved,  that 
there  never  was  an  occaflon  in  this 
country  that  called  more  feriouflv  for 
their  attention.  There  never  was 
an  occaflon  when  government  had 
adted  more  honourably ;  for  they 
had  undertaken,  to  the  relief  of  the 
individual  fufferers,  the  expence  of 
thefe  profecutions.  If  juries  acquit- 
ed,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  govern¬ 
ment.  He  did  not  wifli  it  to  be  un- 
derftood  as  if  any  one  had  been  im¬ 
properly  acquitted  yefterday ;  he 


only  meant  to  fay,  that  government 
had  done  their  duty.  If  a  man  were 
to  be  perfecuted  becaufe  he  held  this 
or  that  religious,  or  this  or  that  poli¬ 
tical  opinion,  he  ought  to  leave  this 
country  :  it  did  not  deferve  the  name 
of  his  country.  Dr.  PriefUey,  both  in 
his  private  and  public  charadter,  was 
an  honour  to  focietv,  and  held  forth 
as  bl  ight  an  example  of  every  virtue 
as  any  man  in  the  country.  But  if  a 
man’s  property  were  to  be  deftroyed, 
and  his  life  put  in  imminent  danger, 
becaufe  he  held  certain  political  opi¬ 
nions,  or  becaufe  he  preached  certain 
dorirines,  he  ought  to  fell  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  leave  it  immediately.  He  did 
not  profefs  to  agree  with  Dr.  Prieflley 
either  in  his  religious  or  in  his  politi¬ 
cal  opinions ;  but  if  he  had  been  at 
Birmingham  when  the  riots  took 
place,  he  (hould  have  rifqued  his  life 
in  the  protedtion  of  his  houfe;- 
and  .the  more  fo,  becaufe  he  differed 
in  opinion  from  him.  By  perfecu- 
tion,  the  fmalleff  fed  in  the  country, 
fo  far  from  being  cruflied,  would 
thrive ;  and  as  he  was  not  a  diflenter 
himfelf,  but  a  church  of  England 
man,  he  lamented  extremely,  that 
this  would  tend  to  augment  the 
number  of  diflenters.  The  diflenters 
were  as  refpedtable  and  as  quiet  fub- 
jedts  as  anv  in  the  country  ;  and  un* 
lefs  the  jury  convidtea,  and  convidted 
with  great  attention,  thofe  who  had 
been  clearly  gu  i  Ity,  perfecution  would 
make  the  diflenters  increafe.  It 
was  manifefi:  that  they  had  been  late¬ 
ly  perfecuted  in  the  moft  infamous 
manner.  «  Gentlemen,”  he  continu¬ 
ed,  “  if  you  do  not  convidt  where  the 
cafe  calls  for  convidtion,  you  are  ene¬ 
mies  to  your  country.  Remember 
you  are  on  your  oaths  to  di  (charge 
your  duty*  I  have  told  you,  and 
you  know  the  fadl  to  be  fo,  that  doc¬ 
tor  PriefUey ’s  houfe  was  pulled  down, 
merely  becaufe  he  was  a  diflenter. 
You  know  that  this  is  no  reafon  at 
(C  3)  all* 
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all.  Dr. Prieftlev’s  life  is  irreproach¬ 
able  ;  and  I  believe  that  he  would 
not  have  efcaped  with  his  life,  if  he 
had  remained  half  an  hour  longer. 
Look  atthefe fellows,  (the  prifoners) ; 
if  vou  do  not  com  vic'd  on  this  occafion, 
another  1 4th  of  July  will  come,  and 
there  will  be  other  riots,  and  doctor 
Prieftley  himfelf  will  be  burned.  Re¬ 
member,  another  year  is  coming  ; 
and  next  year  there  may  be  as  much 
r.eafon  for  celebrating  the  French  re¬ 
volution  as  there  was  this  year.  I 
Iliould  not  choofe  to  be  prefent  at 
fuch  meetings,  and  I  difapprove  of 
them  as  much  as  any  man.  But  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country  have  a  right  to 
eat  and  drink  as  much  as  they  pleafe, 
to  get  drunk,  and  to  drink  bumper 
toafts.  If  you  do  not  convict  thefe 
vagabond  fellows,  doCtor  Prieftley 
himfelf  will  be  burned  ! 

“  Gentlemen,  you  have  Tons  and 
grandfons,  and  the  tables  will  be 
turned  on  you,  and  your  fons  and 
grandfons  will  be  thrown  into  the 
fire  in  the  next  century.  I  call  on 
you  as  Englifhmen,  and  friends  to 
the  conftitution,  to  attend  to  the 
evidence,  and  to  do  your  duty.  You 
fraud  in  a  very  confpicuous  fitua- 
tion.  There  are  no  twelve  men  in 
England,  on  whom  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  are  looking  with  fo  much  anx¬ 
iety  and  expectation  as  011  you.  X 
have  heard  it  faid,  that  they  (the 
jury)  will  not  convict  any  one  of 
them.  I  have  heard  in  the  ftreets” — 

Mr.  Clarke,  one  of  the  counfelfor 
the  prifoners,  faid,  Mr.  Coke  had 
no  right  to  ftate  what  he  had  heard 
in  the  ftreets. 

The  judge  faid,  that  Mr.  Coke 
had  opened  the  profecution  with 
great  propriety. 

The  foreman  of  the  jury  thought 
this  opening  exceedingly  improper. 
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and  difgraceful  to  the  jury,  as  it  infi- 
nuated,  that  they  had  not  faithfully 
difcharged  their  duty  ;  and  another 
juror  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  in  a  very 
difagreeable  fituation.  The  fore-  * 
man  added,  that  he  underftood  the 
nature  of  an  oath  as  well  as  the 
learned  ’counfel,  and  came  there 
confcientioufly  to  difchafge  his 
duty. 

Mr.  Coke  faid,  that  he  had  begun 
with  obferving,  that  he  did  not! 
mean  to  infinuate  that  any  prifoner 
had  been  improperly  acquitted.  Ho 
was  only  ftatingthe  reafons  why  the 
jury  ought  to  give  their  attention  to 
this  bufinefs ;  that  the  eves  of  the’ 
whole  country  were  upon  them. 
He  Was  going  to  inform  the  jury 
that  it  was  rumoured,  (he  durlt  fay 
the  report  was  unfounded)  that  they 
would  not  conviCt.  His  lordfhip 
had  approved  of  what  he  had  faid.s 
He  again  obferved  that  government 
had  done  their  duty  in  a  manner 
that  was  much  to  their  honour,  and 
he  tr lifted  that  the  jury  would  alfa 
perform  their  duty. 

When  the  evidence  for  the  profe¬ 
cution  was  clofed,  an  argument  took 
place  between  the  counfel,  on  the- 
conftruCtion  of  that  claufe  in  the  riot 
aCt  upon  which  this  indictment  was 
founded. 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoners  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  this  indictment  was,  for  j 
beginning  to  pull  down  and  demo- 
lifh  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Prieftlev;  it  was 
in  evidence,  that  before  anv  of  the 
prifoners  were  there,  the  deftruCtion 
ot  this  houfe  was  begun  ;  and  if  j] 
the  prifoners  were  not  concerned  in 
the  beginning  of  the  deftruCtion  of 
it,  they  were  not  within  the  aCt,  and 
could  not  be  convicted. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  ftated, 
that  this  aCt  created  two  diftinCt  of-  l 
fences.  1ft,  ‘  To  demolifh  and  pull  :■ 
V,  w  «  ■  down  y  1 
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down  P  and  2dlv,  *  Beginning  to 
demolifli  and  pull  down.’  The  in¬ 
dictment  was  founded  on  the  claufe 
that  enacted  penalties  againft  thofe 
who  began  to  demolifh.  And  if 
pone  could  be  convi&ed  as  a  begin¬ 
ner  to  demolifli,  but  thofe  -who  ac¬ 
tually  did  the  fh  ft  mifchief,  then  this 
confequence  mull:  enfue — Suppofe  a 
man  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  and  he  only  began  to  pull 
down  ordemolifh  any  building,  and 
then  the  twenty  thousand  oneasred 
fn  it,  but  did  not  complete  the  de¬ 
struction  of  it,  it  was  impoffible  that 
my  of  them  could  be  puni-fhed  but 
:heir  general.  This  was  fo  abfurd, 
that  it  was  unnecefTarv  to  enlarge 

•  .  o 

apon  it.  A  beginning  to  demolifli 
null  therefore  mean  a  partial  demo¬ 
lition.  And  fuppofe  a  man  begins 
:o  demolifli,  and  then  another  comes 
ip  and  afil-fls  him,  the  fecond  is  .as 
imch  a  beginner  todemolifh  as  the 
irft. 

The  judge  faid  hefhoukl  be  hap- 
ly  if  he  could  think  that  the  objec- 
fion  could  avail  the  prifoners.  But 
*e  conceived,  .that  if  the  conflrudlion 
hat  was  now  contended  for  was  put 
in  this  act,  it  would  be  contrary  to 
he  intention  of  the  legiflature  at  the 

tu  «  L  * 

•ime  it  was  made,  apd  y/.oukl  only 
•aider  it  a  dead  letter. 

After  fome  witneffes  in  fayour 
if  the  prifoners  had  been  Beard,  the 
edge  obferved,  that  the  evidence 
igainfl  Clifton  was  much  (lighter 
han  againfl  t  heather  two  prjfopers. 
The  excellent  characlpr  given  him 
iy  his  mailer,  who  had  known  him 
iianv  years,  ought  to  make  a  deep 
mpreffion  on  their  minds.  They 
rould  diftinguifh  his  cafe  from  that 
•'f  the  other  prifoners. 

The  jury  found  Fifherand  Green 
'uilty,  and  acquitted  Clifton. 

John  Stokes,  alias  ]ohn  Payne, 
r/as  then  indidled  for  beginning  to 
b-molifli  tjie  Old- Meeting,  in  Bir- 
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mingham.  But  the  indictment,  Bat¬ 
ing  that  this  Meeting-houle  was  in 
Old  Meeting-houfe  Lane,  whereas 
it  was  regiflered  (a  form  required 
•by  law)  as  in  Philip  Lane,  the  judge 
could  not  permit  the  trial  to  pro¬ 
ceed. 

_  "William  Shirker,  the  bellman  of 
Birmingham,  was  indicted  for  be¬ 
ginning  to  demolifli  the  houfe  of 
John  R-yland,  efq.  in  that  town. 
The  evidence  of  the  three  foil  wit- 
neffes  was  very  flrong  againfl  him.* 
But  their  teflimony  was  impeached 
by  feveral  other  witnefles.  Others 
gave  him  a  very  excellent  character, 
as  an  honeft,  inoffenfive  man, 
wpofe  only  fault  was,  that  he  lov¬ 
ed  a  drop  of  liquor.  The  jury, 
therefore,  in  -perfedl  concurrence 
with  the  opinion  of  the  judge, 
brought  in  their  verdidl — Net  guilty? 

Jofeph  Carelefs  was  if  id  idled  for 
the  fame  offence.  Mr.  Newnham, 
addrelfing  the  jury,  obferyed,  that 
thefe  prosecutions  were  not  carried 
on  for  the  vindictive  purpofes  of 
puniflimeiTt,  but  merely  for  the  fake 
of  public  j.uftice,  and  to  read  this 
wholefome  lefibn  to  all  his  mod 
gracious  majefty’s  peaceable  fub- 
jedls,; — a  That  the  government  of 
h;is  maj e-fly,  and  the  peace  of  all  his 
faithful  fubjedls  throughout  his  wide 
domains,  is  not  to  be  interrupted  by 
a  lawlefs  rabble,  and  tumultuous 
rioters;  that  his  majeftv  and  his 
miniflers  will  fia-nd  forth  as  the 
affertors  and  protestors  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  law.  That”,  continued  Mr. 
Newnham,  “  is  the  tenure,  and  the 
only  tenure,  by  which  you  and  I,  and 
£very  man  who  hears  me,  hold  eve¬ 
ry  thing  that  is  dear  to  us.  It  is  by 
that  fecurity  alone  we  live,  and  un¬ 
der  which  we  enjoy  our  liberty.  It 
is  not  at  the  capricious  will  of  a  tu¬ 
multuous  rabble  that  we  are  to  hold 
either  our  opinions  or  our  pro¬ 
perty.  It  is  not  becaufe  a  law- 
(C  4)  iefs 
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le(s  rabble  has  attacked  the  town  of 
Birmingham,  that  hitherto  peaceable 
feat  of  commerce,  that  men  are  to 
fit  quiet  under  the  difturbance  of 
their  houfes  and  families  ;  nor  are 
they  to  differ  becaufe  an  irrcfidible 
rnob  choofes  to  take  umbrage  at  this 
or  that  man,  and  to  pull  down  his 
houfe,  dedroy  his  property,  and 
reduce  him  to  beggary. 

44  Gentlemen,  this  is  one  of  thofe 
cafes  which  the  civil  magidrates 
could  not  quell ;  it  remained  for  the 
How,  but  irredftible  law  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  which  I  defire  to  live  under, 
and  which  I  know  every  man  that 
hears  me  reveres.  The  law,  though 
it  has  leaden  heels,  has  iron  hands, 
qnd  will  fooner  or  later  bring  to 
punifhment  the  perfons  concerned 
in  thefe  riots.  I  do  not  date  to  you 
the  general  confufion  and  the  gene- 
pal  dedrudfion  of  the  town  of  Bir¬ 
mingham  ;  I  do  not  date  to  you  the 
intenuption  of  that  commerce,  by 
which  it  has  grown  great  and  im- 
porta nt  in  Europe  ;  I  do  not  date 
to  you  the  precarious  tenure  by 
which  every  man,  from  the  nth  to 
the  1 6th  of  July  lad,  held  his  pro¬ 
perty,  at  the  caprice  of  the  mad  af- 
fembly  there  collected  ;  but  I  date 
this  to  you,  that  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  dands  here  to  acquit  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  vou,  the  only  conditutional  tri¬ 
bunal  of  the  country,  and  who- are  to 
decide  whether  he  is  or  is  not  guilty 
of  the  offence  with  which  he  dands 
charged. 

“  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  put  it  to 
your  feelings  ;  I  demand  nothing 
but  that  judice  which  the  law  of 
England  experts  from  juries.  When 
Once  a  jury  departs  from  that,  the 
.law  is  vague  and  uncertain.” 

Oo  ■ 

Two  witneffes  dvore  pofitively  to 
the  faff  charged  againd  the  prifoner. 
But  a  third  witnefs  dated,  that  the 
prifoner  had  endeavoured  to  pre. 
Jerye  fome  pigs  on  the  pre  miles. 
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The  judge  obferved,  that  one 
witnefs  had  been  called  to  fhew 
that  the  prifoner  did  not  come  there 
to  do  any  injury,  but  to  preferve 
the  property.  But  thefe  pigs  were 
not  in  the  room  where  the  bow 
window  was,  and  which  he  endea* 
voured  to  demoiifh  ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  whole  cpndndl  of  the  pri*.  • 
foner, — his  faying,  “  come  my  lads, 
we  will  foon  have  it  down,”  and  his 
taking  a  dick  and  actually  demo- 
lidiing  part  of  the  houfe  with  his 
own  hand  (which  had  appeared  in 
evidence)  did  not  furnifh  a  drong 
proof  that  he  can'ie  for  the  pur  pole 
of  fuppreffing  the  riot.  The  jury, 
however,  were  the  foie  judges.  If 
they  were  of  opinion,  that  this  man 
was  indrumental  in  the  demolition; 
of  Mr.  R viand’s  houfe,  and  was; 
really  one  of  the  mob,  calling  out1 
“Church  and  king!1’  they  would 
convidf  him;  but  if  they  were  of  aji 
different  opinion,  they  would  find 
him  not  guilty.  -The  jury  acquit-j 
ted  him. 

William  Hands,  was  indieded  for 
the  fame  offence;  when  Mr.  Newn-j 
ham  thus  addreffed  the  jury  : 

‘‘  Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 

“  I  rife  up,  under  the  mod  feri-j 
ous  impreflion,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  feeling,  but  to  difle  that  feeling 
as  far  as  it  is  confident  with  my 
duty,  and  with  the  utmod  defer! 
ence,  to  date  to  you,  under  the  cor-, 
reftion  of  the  court,  that  vour  onlji 
guide  upon  this  occafion,  is  the  foq 
lemn  oath  you  have  taken,  and  tht 
evidence  you  will  hear. 

“  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  thfjl 
charge  againd  the  prifoner,  that  he 4 
in  company  with  a  riotous  affembly 
of  perfons,  came  to  the  houfe  o 
Mr.  Ryland,  in  Birmingham;  tha. 
they,  and  the  priioner,  who  was  on<  j 
that  was  adtive  among  them,  withj 
out  lidening  to  any  intreaties,  begaii 
to  puii  down  his  houfe.  Gentle'; 
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men,  whatever  feelings  you  may 
have  about  you,  they  had  no  feel¬ 
ings  of  humanity  about  them,  but 
carried  into  execution  the  purpofe 
of  deftruCtion  for  which  they  were 
affembled.  if  you  think  this  oppo- 
fition  to  the  law,  which  is  our  p  o~ 
teClor;  if  you  think  this  oppofition 
to  evidence  can  be  fhewn  with  im¬ 
punity,  and  that  you  are  under  no 
obligation  to  call  God  to  witnefs  the 
truth  of  your  verdict  (I  do  not  call 
upon  you  to  protect  your  own  pro¬ 
perty,  becaufe  of  that  I  will  fay  no¬ 
thing  ;  but  I  call  on  you  as  a  fet  of 
jurymen,  to  decide  according  to 
evidence)  j  if  you  think  this  cafe, 
when  proved,  does  not  call  upon 
you  for  judgment,  I  wifhyou  to  deep 
quietly  in  your  beds.” 

Two  witnetTes  fvvore  pofitively  to 
the  faCt ;  and  the  jury  brought  in 
their  verdift — Guilty. 

James  Watkins  was  indiCted  for 
the  fame  offence  ;  but  nnlv  one  wit- 
nefs  appearing  againft  him,  he  was 
acquitted.  On. leaving  the  bar,  he 
quaintly  faid,  “  Your  fervant,  gen¬ 
tlemen.” 

Daniel  Rofe,  aged  1 6,  was  charg¬ 
ed  with  beginning  to  pull  down  the 
dwelling  houfe  of  John  Taylor,  efq. 
at  Afton,  when  Mr.  Ncwnham  thus 
addrefled  the  jury : 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 

u  Though  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
/lands  charged  with  riots  of  the  mod; 
dangerous  nature,  and  defir uctive  of 
that  elegant  manfion  belonging  to 
a  perfon  whole  family  has  almoft 
been  the  father  of  Birmingham  ; 
yet,  when  I  look  at  him,  and  com 
fider  his  youth,  that  he  is  not  above 
fixteen,  l  compaffionate  that  youth, 
and  will  not  call  evidence  againft 
him  ;  in  order  to  fhew  that  govern¬ 
ment,  on  every  proper  occafion,  is 
as  much  difpoled  to  fhew  lenity,  as 
any  one  of  you  of  the  jury.  He  was 
ctifeJiarged  of  courfe* 


Mr.  Clarke,  connfel  for  the  pri- 
foner,  obferved,  that  he  thought  it 
was  but  doing  juftice  to  Mr.  Newn- 
ham  to  fay,  that  he  had  conduced 
the  profecutions  with  the  utmoft 
candour,  and  with  the  greateft  ho¬ 
nour  to  government  and  himfelf. 

Mr.  Newnham  faid,  examples 
muft  be  made,  though  government 
had  not  the  leaft  inclination  to  feek 
after  blood 

The  bufinef  being  finidied  about 
ten  at  night,  the  rioters  who  had  been, 
convi&ed  were  put  to  the  bar,  when 
the  judge  faid,  that  the  offence  of 
which  they  had  been  found  guilty 
was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  none  of 
them  could  expe't  the  leaft  mercy, 
“  It  is  mercy  to  the  public,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  il  to  make  an  example  of 
peifons  who  have  been  guilty  of 
fuch  crimes,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
property  of  the  induftrious  and  in¬ 
nocent,  and  to  prevent  them  from 
depredations  by  fuch  perfons  as  yon 


are 


Hislordfhip,  after  exhorting  them 
to  a  proper  employment  of  the  fliort 
time  they  had  to  live,  palled  the  aw¬ 
ful  fentence  of  the  law. 

On  leaving  the  town,  he  ordered 
the  four  rioters,  Francis  Rodney, 
John  Green,  Bartholomew  Fifher, 
and  William  Hands,  with  Edward 
Brown,  for  highway  robbery,  and 
William  Millington,  for  horls-fteal- 
ing,  to  be  executed  on  the  8th  of 
September,  at  the  ufual  place  of  exe¬ 
cution,  nearWarwick.  Seepage  (43.) 

At  the  allizes  for  Worrefteriliire, 
Robert  Cook  was  capitally  convict¬ 
ed  of  fetting  fire  to  the  houfe  of 
William  Rufiel,  efq.  of  Showell’s- 
green,  and  has  ftnee  been  execut¬ 
ed. 

26.  Sir  Robert  Lawley,  bart.  and 
fir  George  A.  W.  Shuckburgh,  bart. 
attended  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  were  introduced  to  the 
king  at  St.  James’s,  when  ftr  Robert 

pre- 
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prefented  two  addrefles  ;  the  one 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Warwick,  and  the  other  from 
the  difTenters  of  Birmingham,  thank¬ 
ing  his  majeffy  for  the  care  which 
he  and  his  minifters  had  (hewn  in 
protedling  his  loyal  fubje&s  of  that 
town,  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
place  was  in  the  mofi  alarming  fi- 
toation-  Both,  addrefles  his  majefly 
received  mofi  gracioully. 

Whitehall ,  Aug.  30.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  lateedidf  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  government,  refpedling  foreign¬ 
ers,  the  principal  merchants  and 
other  Britifh  fubjedts  refiding  in 
Alicant,  were,  on  the  7th,  required 
by  the  governor  to  declare,  whether 
they  chofe  to  be  confidered  and  claf- 
fed  foreigners  Tranjeunies  or  Domi - 
ciliados.  On  their  preferring  the 
latter  clafs,  they  were  ordered  to 
leave  Alicant  within  fifteen  days, 
and  were  required  to  take  an  oath 
of  implicit  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
Spain  during  that  period.  MefT. 
Keith  and  Macdonald  having  de¬ 
clined  complying  with  this  order, 
they  were  confined  in  the  cafile  of 
Alicant. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence 
at  Madrid,  count  Florida  Blanca  im- 
mediatelv  afiured  lord  St.  Helen’s 
that  he  entirely  difapproved  of  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  the  governor’s  conduct ; 
that  orders  fhould  immediately  be 
fent  for  the  releafe  of  mefT.  Keith 
and  Macdonald,  without  a  moment’s 
delay  ;  and  that  the  governor  fhould 
be  called  upon  to  prove  any  charge 
he  might  have  made  againft  them, 
and,  on  his  failing  to  make  it  good, 
that  thofe  gentlemen  fhould  certaily 
receive  due  fatisfadlion.  Count 
Florida  Blanca  added,  that  he  had, 
the  preceding  evening,  fent  out  cir¬ 
cular  orders  on  this  fubjedt,  which 
would,  he  trailed,  fecure  his  majef- 
ty’s  fubjedts  fettled  at  Alicant  from 
any  further  mold.latiom 


Within  a  few  hours  after  this 
converfat ion,,  count  Florida  Blancqi 
fent  lord  St.  Helen’s  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  order  for  the  releafe  of  mefT. 
Keith  and  Macdonald,  which  his 
excellency  immediately  forwarded  tq 
AlicaqP — Lond.  Gaz. 


SEPTEMBER. 

ml 

Windfor ,  Sept.  3.  This  morning, 
foon  after  five,  their  majefties  and 
their  royal  highnefles  the  princefs 
royal,  princefs  Augufla,  and  prin¬ 
cefs  Elizabeth,  fet  out  for  Wey¬ 
mouth.  Lond.  Gaz . 

Whitehall,  Sept.  3.  Their  majes¬ 
ties,  and  the  three  princefies,  arrived 
fafely  at  Wevmouth,  a  little  after  fij£ 
o’clock,  on  Saturday  evening. 

6.  By  the  Hawke  Eafl:  Indiaman, 
advices  were  received,  that  earl 
Cornwallis  had  afcencled  the  Ghauts, 
by  the  Moglee  Pafs,  and  encamped 
on  the  Table  Land  of  Myfore,  on  ’ 
the  2 t fl  of  February.  Thiee  forts 
furrendered  fucceflively  to  him.  ip 
his  wav  to  Bangalore,  before  which 
fortrefs  he  encamped  on  the  5th  or 
March;  apd,  on  the  7th,  the  Pet- 
tah  was  carried  by  aflault.  The 
firfi  batteries  were  opened  againfl 
Bangalore  on  the  12th;  the  ap? 
proaches  were  carried  on,  with  1111- 
remitted  afliduity,  in  the  face  of 
Tippoo’s  whole  army  ;  and,  on  the 

2 1  fl,  at  night,  the  place  was  taken 
by  florm.  Our  lofs  was  very  in- 
confiderabfe.  After  this  important 
conqpeft,  earl  Cornwallis  "was  un¬ 
certain  whether  he  fhould  be  able  to 

* 

attempt  the  reduction  of  Seringa- 
patam  before  the  rains,  or  limit  hi§ 
views  to  OufTore,  and  an  eflablifli- 
ment  in  that  part  of  the  Myfore 
country. 

7.  Advices  have  been  received  by 
the  Lord  Thurlow  Ealt  Indiaman, 
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;ons,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
M’Cluer,  with  the  Endeavour,  of 
ixty  tons,  had  failed  from  Bombay, 
in  the  23d  of  Aug!  1790,  and  arriv¬ 
ed  fafely  at  the  Pelew  Iflands. 

On  their  arrival,  they  obferved 
wo  canoes,  which  made  toward  the 
fiore  inftead  of  coming  to  the  fhips, 
is  had  been  expected.  Thefe,  they 
uppofed,  were  going  to  give  on  ac- 
:ount  to  Abba  Thu  lie  of  their  ar- 
tval ;  and  in  this  conjecture  they 
vere  not  miflaken  ;  for  foon  after, 
hey  faw  a  number  of  canoes  coming 
)ff  to  them,  in  one  of  which  was  the 
rood  old  king. 

•  Immediately  on  his  coming  on 
loard,  he  went  up  to  the  captain,  tak- 
ng  him,  from  his  drefs,  to  be  his 
brmer  friend,  captain  Wilfon,  and 
immediately  felt  on  his  arm  for  the 
)one,  (a  mark  of  honour  he  confer- 
•ed  on  captain  Wilfon),  and  en¬ 
quired  what  was  become  of  it. 
hnding  his  miftake  in  the  perfon, 
ljid  being  informed  that  captain 
Wilfon  was  alive  and  well  in  Eng- 
and,  he  expreffed  great  fatisfaCtion. 
Captain  M’Cluer  then  gave  him  to 
inderftand  the  death  of  Lee  Boo, 
md  the  diforder  of  which  he  died, 
or  which  event  the  good  old  man 
'aid  that  he  had  prepared  his  mind ; 
:hatx  he  had  counted  up  to  fome 
'core  moons ;  but  the  time  being 
3aft,  he  had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing 
he  Englifh  more,  judging  that  they 
lad  either  perifhed  in  their  voyage 
:o  China,  or  did  not  intend  to  re¬ 
urn  again  to  vifit  his  iflands. 

He  was,  however,  perfectly  conT 
ident  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  Eng- 
ifli,  and  that  captain  Wilfon  would 
:ake  care  of  his  fon.  In  relating  the 
ieath  of  Blanchard  (the  feaman  who 
aad  been  left  there  by  his  defire)  he 
tfas  full  of  grief,  and  could  hardly 
Jtter  himfelf,  fo  much  did  he  feel  his 
iofs. 

>  Blanchard  was  mortally  wounded 
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in  an  engagement  with  the  people 
of  Pellilew,  and  died  foon  after,  as  did 
the  great  and  good  friends  of  captain 
Wilfon  and  his  crew,  RaaKook  and 
Arra  Cooker.  During  the  time  of 
captain  M’Cluer’sffay  at  the  iflands, 
which  was  near  a  month,  the  utmoft 
harmony  and  friendfhip  prevailed, 
and  the  good  old  king  liberally  fup- 
plied  them  with  fifli  and  yams  when 
the  canoes  came  in,  as  he  ufed  to  do 
to  his  former  friends. 

'  Captain  M’Cluer  has  taken  a  fon 
and  a  daughter  of  the  king’s  with 
him  to  China,  and  means  to  call  at 
the  iflands  again  in  his  paflage  to 
Bombay.  In  his  journal,  the  cap¬ 
tain  fays,  “  having  pitched  my  tent 
in  a  bay  oppofite  to  the  fliip,  I 
found  myfelf  in  a  perfect  paradife, 
and  could  have  been  happy  to  have 
continued  here  the  remainder  of  my 
days.” 

Captain  M’Cluer,  when  the  Lord 
Thurlow  left  China,  was  preparing 
his  courfe  to  Bougainville  Strait,  in 
order  tu  trace  the  fouth  coafl  of 
New  Guinea,  the  paffage  between 
Falfe  Cape  and  Aroo  iflands,  alfo 
weftward  between  Timor  and 
WefTel  iflands,  and  Timor  and  New 
Guinea. 

10.  It  is  a  fa£t  worthy  notice, 
that  no  rum  or  fpirits  of  any  kind 
were  ufed  on  board  the  fliip  Bro¬ 
thers,  captain  Jofiah,  in  his  late 
voyage  from  Philadelphia  to  Canton. 
His  men  were  uncommonly  healthy, 
and  not  a  life  was  loll  between  his 
leaving  the  Delaware,  and  his  return 
to  it.  The  conflant  drink  of  his 
failors  was  fpruce-beer. 

11.  Francis  Rodney  and  John 
Green  were  executed  at  Warwick 
on  Saturday.  Bartholomew  Fifher 
has  been  pardoned,  and  William 
Hands  reprieved. 

Dublin,  Sept .  6.  On  the  27th  ult. 
was  tryed  at  Cafllebar,  an  aftion 
brought  by  fir  Neal  O’Dounel,  bart. 

againft 
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again#  William  Bellingham  Swan, 
efq.  infpeCtor-general  of  Armagh, 
and  others,  revenue  officers,  for 
breaking  open  the  doors  of  his  houfe 
in  Newport  Pratt,  on  the  17th  of 
November  laft,  and  forcibly  and  il¬ 
legally  carrying  away  wines,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  plaintiff, and  this  at  a  time 
when  the  plaintiff  and  all  lvs  family 
were  in  Dublin — The  jury  brought 
in  a  verdidt  for  the  plaintiff  with 
1  cool,  damages  and  cofls. 

13.  On  Friday  the  magiffrates  of 
Glafgow,  committed  a  young  man 
to  Bridewell  for  habitual  drunken- 
nefs;  and,  on  the, application  of  a 
hufband  accufmg  his  wife  of  a  like 
condutft,  a  proof  was  taken,  and  the 
fa<ff  being  clearly  fuftantiated,  hie 
was  committed  to  Bridewell  for 
twelve  months. 

17.  On  Thurfday,  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  James  Hog- 
worth,  the  poft-boy,  carrying  the 
mail  from  Warrington  to  Manchef- 
ter,  was  murdered  about  a  mile  from 
Warrington :  the  mail  was  found 
open,  and  the  letters  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  bags  were  taken  out  and  carried 
2 wav,  viz.  the  bags  from  Chefler 
for  Man  chefler  and  Rochdale,  which 
contained  the  letters  of  the  10th 
from  Ireland  for  thofe  towns  and 
places  beyond  ;  and  the  bags  from 
Liverpool  and  Warrington  for  Roch¬ 
dale. 

"  2J*  The  fefiions  at  the  Old  Bailev, 
which  commenced  on  the  1  th,  end¬ 
ed  ;  when  fentence  of  death  was 
pahed  ^  upon  ten  capital  conviCts. 
After  this  a  pardon  was  then  read  to 
15  capital  convi&s,  (who  had  for¬ 
merly  been  refpited  duiing  pleafure) 
Upon  condition  of  their  beino-  trauf- 
ported  for  life  to  the  eaftern  coaft  of 
New  South  Wales;  and  they  were 
feve  rally  afked  if  they  were 
willing  to  accept  of  his  majefty’s 
Clemency,  upon  thofe  terms,  which 
was  readily  accepted  by  them  all,  ex¬ 
cept  Thomas  Chafeland,  who  pofi- 


tively  refnfed  the  fame,  whereupon 
he  was  orderc  d  to  be  clofely  confined 
in  a  feparate  cell  until  his  contuma¬ 
cy  fhall  be  reported  to  his  majefly  ; 
and  the  others  were  ordered  to  be 
tranfported  accordingly. 

22 .  Lord  Pet  re  hasprefented  a  very 
handfome  fet  of  communion  plate 
to  the  parifli  of  St.  Peter,  at  Thet- 
ford,  in  Norfolk,  by  the  hands  of 
W.  Robert  M ingay,  efq.  the  mayor. 
It  was  delivered  to  a  feled  veffiry,who 
returned  his  lordfhip  a  handfome 
letter  of  thanks  by  the  rev.  H.  C. 
Manning  : 

“  My  Lord, 

“  The  mayor  has  this  morning 
delivered  to  a  veftry  at  St.  Peter’s 
church,  your  lordfhip’s  moft  liberal 
donation  of  a  very  elegant  fet  of 
communion  plate;  a  donation  in¬ 
deed  fo  entirely  unconnected  with 
all  local  confiderations,  that  it  could 
originate  alone  in  the  pure#  and 
nob  left  motives.  There  needed  not, 
however,  this  recent  inftanceof  mu¬ 
nificence,  to  conv  ince  us  of  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  a  mind  fuperior  to  all 
prejudice,  or  partial  difti  nations  in 
the  profeflron  of  one  common  faith  ; 
and  alone  attentive  to  the  general 
ana  dignified  decency  of  its  rites  and 
ceremonies,  under  every  denomi¬ 
nation  of  chriftianitv.  '  The  pa- 
rifhioners  have  delegated  to  me  the 
honour  of  returning  your  lordfhip 
their  moft  grateful  and  fincere  ac¬ 
knowledgments  ;  and  with  extreme 
fatisfaclioii  is  it,  that  I  difcharge, 
the  truft  repofed  in  me  :  prefuming, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  teftify  the 
warmth  of  my  feelings,  on  an  occa- 
fion  fo  peculiarly  gratifying  to  your 
lordfhip  s  moft  humble  and  moft 
obedient  fervant, 

Sepuuf. T/91.  H'  C'  Manning. 

27.  Advices  received  from  the  Ha- 
vannah  mention,  that,  on  the  21ft  of 
June,  there  fell,  at  day-break,  a  very 

violent 


OCCURRENCES. 


*79T‘l 

violent  rain  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba  ; 
which  continued  till  the  next  day, 
at  half  pad  two  in  the  afternoon, 
with  fuch  force,  as  to  caufe  the 
greateft  flood  ever  known  in  that 
country. 

The  tobacco-mills  belonging  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  were  intirely  car¬ 
ried  away  by  the  waters,  and  the  vil¬ 
lage,  in  which  they  flood,  is  no 
more.  Two  hundred  and  fifty- 
feven  of  the  inhabitants  perifhed 
in  it. 

In  the  fpot  where  the  mills  flood, 
the  water,  and,  as  it  is  thought,  a 
flight  earthquake,  opened  the  ground 
to  the  depth  of  forty-five  feet,  and, 
in  one  of  the  openings,  a  river  ap¬ 
peared  of  the  purefl  water.  In  the 
fiteof  a  houfe,  occupied  by  the  count 
Baretto,  cavities  were  difcovered 
more  than  fixty-feet  deep,  from  one 
of  which  rofe  a  thick  fmoke. 

At  the  diflance  of  four  leagues 
from  thence,  the  torrent  was  fo 
great,  that  none  of  the  inhabitants 
efeaped,  and  all  the  upper  part  of 
the  foil,  in  which  corn,  or  fruits 
were  growing,  was  carried  away. 
The  number  of  deaths,  or  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  misfortune,  could  not 
be  immediately  afcertained ;  but  the 
calculation  was,  that  3000  perfons 
had  perifhed,  with  cattle  of  various 
kinds,  to  the  number  of  1 1,700. 

Weymouth ,  Sept,  28.  His  majeffy 
in  council  was  this  day  pleafed  to 
declare  his  confent  to  a  contract  of 
matrimony  between  his  royal  high- 
nefsthe  duke  of  York  and  her  royal 
highnefs  the  princefs  Frederique 
Charlotte  Ulrique  Catherine  of  Pru- 
lia,  cldefl  daughter  of  his  majeffy 
the  king  of  Prutfia;  which  confent 
his  majelly  has  alfo  caufed  to  be 
fignified  under  the  great  leal. 

Birmingham ,  Sept.  3c.  From 
fome  circum fiances  which  appeared 
from  the  evidence  againil  William 
Hands,  upon  his  trial,  fome  gentle- 
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men,  who  were  led  to  apprehend  that 
the  whole  truth  refpefting  his  con- 
daft  at  Mr.  Ryland’s  houfe,  during 
the  late  riots,  did  not  appear,  and 
th‘at  the  part  he  took  there  was  to 
preferve,  and  not  to  deflroy  Mr. 
Ryland’s  property,  humanefyunited 
in  obtaining  and  prefenting  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  his  majeffy  in  his  favour, 
upon  which  a  refpite  for  fourteen, 
days  was  granted  :  previous  to  the 
expiration  of  which,  Mr.  juflice 
Bond  was  fent  down  with  another 
refpite  for  feven  days  more,  and  to 
invefligate  the  allegation  dated  in 
the  petition  in  favour  of  the  pri- 
foner ;  and,  on  Sunday  fe’nnight, 
very  fatisfaftoiy  evidence  Was  ad¬ 
duced  before  the  magi  Prates  of  this 
town,  Mr,  juflice  Bond,  fir  Robert 
Lawley,  bart.  the  high  bailiff,  and 
many  of  the  mod  refpeftable  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  this  place,  in  fupport 
of  the  favourable  circumflances 
dated  on  behalf  of  the  prifoner, 
which  were  returned  to  the  fecreta- 
tarv  of  date  by  Mr.  Bond ;  the  re¬ 
fill  t  of  which  has  been,  the  arrival 
of  another  refpite  on  Saturday,  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  pleafure,  and  oa 
Tuefday,  of  a  free  pardon. 

OCTOBER. 

1.  Charles  Alexander  Cricket, 
efq.  M.  P.  for  Ipfwich,  and  fil'd 
partner  in  the  Bank  of  Cricket, 
Menifh,  and  Co.  Chelmsford,  is 
elected  treafurer  of  a  new  inlfitu- 
tion,  at  that  town,  on  Friday  lad, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  fchool- matters,  when 
a  number  of  gentlemen  of  that  pro  * 
feflion  attended  from  different  parts 
of  the  country.  After  the  neceflary 
regulations  had  been  agreed  upon, 
one  guinea  each  was  immediately 
fubfcribed  by  upward  of  fifty  per¬ 
fons  for  the  general  ufes  of  the  cha¬ 
rity. 

3.  A  very 
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3.  A  very  extraordinary  and  un¬ 
happy  affair  lately  happened .  on 
board  the  Earl  Fitz  william,  one  of  the 
Eaft  Indiamen  juft  arrived  :  a  gen¬ 
tleman  and  his  niece  were  paffengers 
in  the  {hip  from  Bengal,  having  part 
of  the  captain’s  cabin,  or  round- 
houfe,  affigned  to  themfelves  for  ac¬ 
commodation,  and  lived  at  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  table ;  the  gentleman,  a  wid¬ 
ower,  about  forty-five  years  of  age, 
and  his  niece  about  thirty. 

On  Wednefday  morning,  the  28th 
ult.  it  was  currently  reported  in  the 
{hip,  that  a  paffenger  had,  by  look¬ 
ing  through  the  key-hole  of  the  door 
of  their  apartment  on  Tuefday  af¬ 
ternoon,  difcovered  them  in  an  im¬ 
proper  fituation  ;  that  he  had  call¬ 
ed  another  perfon  to  be  witnefs  of 
the  fame  ;  that  they  alarmed  the 
parties  by  knocking  at  the  door,  and 
retired.  The  affair  being  univer- 
Tally  made  known,  a  referve  took 
place  at  table,-  during  dinner,  be¬ 
tween  the  gentlemen  and  the  parties, 
and  an  explanation  was  fo  far  gone 
into  as  to  convince  the  latter  that 
their  guilt  was  public.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  foon  retired  from  table, 
and  remained  that  day  and  Thurf- 
day  in  theii*  apartment. 

On  Friday  morning,  upon  a  fer- 
vant  knocking  at  the  door,  and  not 
being  able  to  obtain  admittance,  a 
fufpicion  arofe,  and  the  gunner  was 
defired  to  go  over  the  fnip’s  quarter, 
and  look  into  their  apartment,  on 
which  he  difcovered  that  they  had 
xleftroyed  themfelves...  The  gentle¬ 
man  was  found  fitting  in  the  quarter- 
gallery  with  a  fufee  and  a  piftol, 
with  the  latter  of  which  he  had  {hot 
himfelf  through  the  head ;  the  lady 
was  lying  in  the  balcony,  and  a  dif- 
charged  piftol  near  her,  witli  which 
'  {lie  had  {battered  her  head  in  a 
{hocking  manner.  They  had  been 
dead  for  fome  time,  and  it  was  about 
feven  in  the  morning  when  this  part 


of  the  melancholy  bufinefs  was  pub¬ 
licly  known  in  the  {hip.  Their 
bodies  were  committed  to  the  deep 
about  noon. 

5.  Advices  received  from  earl 
Cornwallis,  by  the  Warren  Haftings 
Indiaman,  dated  camp  at  Venket- 
tingharry,  April  2 1,  1791,  . that  in  the 
march  from  Velhout  on  the  5  th  of 
February,  he  had  taken  the  forts  of 
Colar  and  Oufcottah  ;  that  he  had 
arrived  before  Bangalore  on  the  5th 
of  March:  that  lieutenant-colonel 
Floyd  having  difcovered  the  rear  of 
Tippoo’s  line  of  march  apparently 
in  great  confufion,  had  fuffered  him¬ 
felf  to  be  tempted  to  attack  them 
contrary  to  orders  ;  that  his  fuccefs 
at  firft  was  great,  but  that  the  length 
and  ardour  of  the  purfuit  having 
thrown  his  fquadrons  into  confufion, 
they  were  charged  by  Tippoo’s  ca¬ 
valry,  and  being  out  of  all  reach  of 
fupport,  were  obliged  to  retire  with 
precipitation,  with  the  lofs  of  above, 
200  men  and  300  horfes  ;  colonel 
Floyd  himfelf  having  received  a  fe- 
vere  wound  in  the  face. 

His  lordfliip  adds,  that  on  the 
2 1  ft  he  took  Bangalore  by  ftorm, 
with  a  trifling  lofs  ;  but  that  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Moorhoufe,  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  capture  of  the  Pettah  on  the 
7th;  that  upward  of  100  pieces  of 
ordnance  (50  of  which  were  brafs) 
were  taken,  with  a  vaft  quantity  oi 
military  {lores  ;  thatTippoo,  though 
often  near  enough  to  cannonade  hi? 
camp,  had  ailed  with  fuch  caution 
that  he  had  found  it  imprailicabk 
to  bring  him  to  an  engagement 
that  to  his  repeated  overtures  o: 
peace  he  had  refilled  to  liften  but  ii 
concurrence  with  the  allies ;  anc 
that  the  fuccefs  at  Bangalore  hac 
tended  to  eftablifti,  in  the  genera 
opinion  of  the  natives,  the  fuperi ' 
ority  of  the  Britilh  arms,  and,  ip 
particular,  had  made  a  great  and  fa 

vourabk? 
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yourable  impreflion  upon  his  al¬ 
lies. 

Other  advices  mention,  that,  on 
the  5th  of  April,  the  foit  of  Dnr war 
had  furrendered  to  the  Englifti,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Mahrattas. 

9.  At  the  quarter  feflions  at  Sud¬ 
bury,  lately,  a  profecution  for  an  af- 
fault  was  tried,  and  the  jury  could 
not  agree  in  their  verdict ;  they  re¬ 
mained  together  from  noon  till  mid¬ 
night,  and  then,  compelled  by  hun¬ 
ger,  burft  open  the  door  of  the  room 
where  they  were  locked  up,  and  made 
off  to  their  own  houfes.  Next  morn¬ 
ing  they  re-affembled  ;  but  being 
then  no  longer  confidered  as  the 
fame  jury,  thev  were  difmifled  by 
the  court,  who  determined  to  apply 
to  the  attorney-general  for  his  ad¬ 
vice  in  this  curious  predicament. 

Glafgovj,  Oft.  12.  In  confe- 
quence  of  very  heavy  rains,  which 
we  had  for  the  two  preceding  days, 
the  river  Clyde  yeflerday,  overflow¬ 
ed  its  banks,  and  rofe  to  fuch  a 
height  as  to  lay  all  the  lower  part  of 
this  city  feveral  feet  under  water. 
The  furniture  and  goods  in  the 
houfes  which  the  water  reached  have 
been  very  milch  damaged  ;  and  as 
Hie  harvefl  is  not  yet  quite  got  in 
in  this  country,  great  quantities  of 
cut  corn  have  been  fweeped  away 
by  the  flood  from  the  lands  over¬ 
flowed  by  the  river.  The  water  rofe  fo 
high  as  to  reach  the  cells  of  the  mad- 
houfe.  The  inftanta  neons  effeCl 
which  the  dread  of  the  water  had 
upon  the  lunatics,  was  very  remark¬ 
able —  the  whole  of  them,  even  the 
mofl  furious,  were  rendered  quiet 
and  tradlable,  and  allowed  tliem- 
felves,  trembling  like  children,  to  be 
conduced  to  apartments  on  the  up¬ 
per  ftory,  where  they  remained  calm 
^.nd  peaceable,  as  long  as  the  court¬ 
yard  remained  covered  by  the  wa¬ 
ter. 


12.  On  Monday  Mary  Davis,  a 
girl,  only  13  years  of  age,  was 
brought  before  the  lord  Mayor,  up¬ 
on  a  charge  of  having  put  fome  cop¬ 
peras  into  fome  cold  tea,  with  intent 
to  poifon  an  infant  child  of  Mr. 
Wheelright,  her  mailer.  By  the 
teflimony  of  Mr.  Wheelright  and  his 
wife,  it  appeared,  that  the  prifoner 
was  bound  apprentice  to  him  by  the 
pari  Hi  of  Camberwell ;  foon  after 
which  her  conduct  betrayed  a  mi- 
ferable  depravity  of  mind.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  bufinefs,  Mr.  Wheel- 
right  ufed  copperas,  which  he  kept  in 
a  bottle,  and  particularly  cautioned 
the  prifoner  not  to  meddle  with  it ; 
notwithflanding  which  (lie  took  an 
opportunity  to  put  fome  of  it  into 
fome  cold  tea,  and  gave  it  to  her 
mailer’s  child,  who  lias  ever  lince 
been  extremely  ill.  The  prifoner, 
upon  being  clofely  taxed,  confeffed 
the  fa6l,  and  faid  her  intention  was 
to  kill  two  of  her  mailer’s  chil¬ 
dren.  She  was  committed  till  the  child 
recovers.  Being  brought  up,  on  a 
fubfequent  day,  and  the  child  pro¬ 
nounced  out  of  danger,  Die  was  feat 
to  Bridewell,  to  receive  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe. 

Windfor ,  Oil.  1 7.  Their  majef- 
ties  and  the  princefs  royal,  princefs' 
Augulla,  and  princefs  Elizabeth,  fet 
out  from  Gloucelier  Lodge,  Wey¬ 
mouth,  on  Saturday  morning  a  little 
before  fix  o’clock,  and  ar  rived  here 
at  fix  in  the  afternoon,  in  perfect 
health,  tend .  Gaz. 

Vienna,  Sept .  7.  The  ratifications 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  of  the 
convention  between  his  imperial 
majeffyand  the  Ottoman  Porte,  were 
exchanged  on  the  23d  ult.  at  Sifto- 
va,  by  the  Auftrian  and  Turkifh 
plenipotentiaries,  in  due  form.  And 
on  the  qth  of  his  month,  fir  Robert 
Murray  Keith,  his  Britannic  raa- 
jelly’s  plenipotentiary  at  the  above 

con* 
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congrefs,  returned  to  this  city.— . 

L>  fi  <  t  •  V-T  • 

24.  On  Saturday,  at  four  in  the 
morning,  the  watch  at  the  Bank  dif- 
covered  a  fire  in  that  part  of.  the 
buildings  which  is  lately  appropriat¬ 
ed  for  ovens  to  burn  the  ufelefs  pa¬ 
pers  ;  a  large  beam  which  ran  acrofs 
the  chimney  took  fire,  and  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  carpenters’  workfhops, 
which  in  an  hour  were  wholly  de- 
fl roved.  The  fire  was  then  got 
under,  and  no  farther  damage  enfu- 
cd.  Several  bank  directors,  attend¬ 
ed.  It  may  be  necdfary  to  add, 
that  this  fire  in  no  way  a'ffeCted,  or 
could  affeCt,  the  repositories  of  the 
public  accounts,  &c.  which  are  am¬ 
ply  fecured  againft  the  poflibility  of 
being  injured  by  fire. 

30.  A  young  African  prince  is 
come  over  under  the  protection  of 
Mi\  Falconbridge,  who  was  four  or 
five  years  ago  engaged  in  the  llave- 
trade  as  furgeon  of  a  Guineaman, 
but  left  that  employ  from  revolt  at 
the  fcenes  it  exhibits,  of  which  he 
gave  a  defcription  before  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  Sierra  Leone  com¬ 
pany,  finding  this  gentleman  a  man 
of  great  integrity  and  principle, 
made  choice  of  him  to  promote  their 
views  in  Africa,  where  they  have 
purchafed*  of  the  king  of  Robana, 
the  prince’s  father,  a  diftriCt  of 
about  20  miles  in  extent,  through 
which  the  river  Sierra  Leone  pafles, 
and  gives  it  a  name.  Mr.  Falcon- 
bridge  was  in  fuch  eftimation  with 
the  king  of  Robana,  that  it  was  in 
Vain  the  traders  in  {laves  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  diffuade  him  from  trufting 
his  fon  to  his  care  to  vifit  a  foreign 
country  fo  remote  as  Britain.  The 
flave-traders  might  naturally  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  oppofe  his  coming  to  Eng¬ 
land,  as  one  of  the  objeCts  of  it  is 
to  promo'te  a  growing  confidence 
between  the  two  countries,  by  pla¬ 
cing  the  prince  under  the  protection 
of  a  company  inftituted  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  undermining  the  flave  trade, 
by  giving  the  African  powers  an 
example  of  the  fuperior  advantages 
of  cultivating. their  own  country  to 
that  of  felling  their  people. 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  Yefterdav,  the  fefiions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  ended,  when  fentence  of 
death  was  paficd  on  eighteen  pn- 
foners  convicted  of  various  crimes. 

At  this  feflion,  a  yoijng  man  was 
conviCted  of  a  mifdemeanor,  in  writ* 
ing  and  fending  an  obfcene  and 
fcandalous  letter  to  a  lady  of  repu¬ 
tation  and  credit  in  the  vicinity  of 
8 pital fields,  and  received  fentence 
for  the  fame,  to  pay  a  fine  of  is.  and 
to  be  imprisoned  three  months  in 
Newgate. 

Thomas  Chafeland,  a  capital  con¬ 
vict,  refpited  during  his  majefty’s 
pleafure,  who  was  lad  fefiion  par¬ 
doned  on  condition  of  his  being 
tranfported  to  New  South  Wales 
for  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  andi 
having  then  ref u fed  to  comply  with 
the  faid  condition,  was  ordered  to 
remain,  but  having  this  fefiion  ac¬ 
cepted  the  fame,  he  was  y eft er day- 
ordered  to  be  tranfported  according* 
ly.  '  j 

Warfa<w,  Oci.  r.  His  majefty* 
the  king  of  Poland,  and  his 
lifters  have  flood  fponfors  to  the 
new-born  child  of  M.  d'Engeftroem* 
the  Swedifh  ambaffador.  Hiftory 
never  before  furnifhed  us  with  an 
example  of  a  king  of  Poland’s  ftand* 
ing  godfather  for  a  proteftant. 

2.  This  day,  the  lord  mayor* 

aldermen,  and  common-council  of 
the  city,  went  to  St.  James’s,  with 
an  addVefs  to  his  majefty  on  the 
marriage  of  the  duke  and  duchefs  of 
York.  _  ;  I 

3.  ML  Hippifley,  a$>  recorder  df  : 
Sudbury,  has  given  his  opinion  re-, 
IpeCting  the  jury  of  that  place  who  ' 

broke 
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Toke  out  of  the  room  where  they 
were  confined,  without  returning  a 
verdi<ft  on  the  cafe  with  which  they 
were  charged.  They  are  liable,  in 
udpmient,  to  attachment  or  indidt- 

'  O  *  t 

ment  for  the  mifdemdanor ;  lie  re¬ 
commends,  however,  that  the  cir- 
cumftance  may  be  palled  over* 
The  trial  muff  be  de  novo. 

Brijtoi ,  Nov.  7.  A  monfte.r  has 
itely  made  his  appearance  here,' 
charged  with  having  wounded  fe¬ 
deral  females* 

Stockholm ,  Off*,  ii.  A  Mr.  drAl- 
ktn,  a  phvfician  of  Orebo,  has  in¬ 
vented  a  powder,  which,  being  in- 
fufed  in  water.  Will  extinguilh  the 
moft  dreadful  fires.  A  number  of 
experiments  have  already  been  made 
with  great  fuccefs,  and  he  is  to  re- 
pent  them,  in  prefence  of  his  majefty, 
at  Drotningholm,  where  a  number 
of  houfes  have  alreadv  been  built 
for  that  piu  pofe. 

'  ii.  This  day  carhe  6n,  in  the 
court  of  king’s-behch,  a  long  depend¬ 
ing  catife  on  behalf  of  the  feamen  of 
the  late  commodore  Johnftone’s 
fquadron,  and  the  troops  on  board 
that  fquadfon,  under  the  command 
of  general  Medows.  The  queftion 
had  been  argued  fix  times.  It  ori¬ 
ginated  from  a  meditated  attack  up¬ 
on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the 
late  war,  and  the  capture  of  a  Dutch 
velfel  iil  Saldanha  [5 ay,  which  the 
lords  and  cbmmiffioners  of  appeal 
had  determined  to  be  4  good  and 
lawful  prize  to  the  king,’  and  which 
the  court  of  king’s-bench  affirmed. 

14.  Advices  having  been  received 
from  the  earl  of  Effingham,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Jamaica,  of  a  dreadful  in- 
fdrrdTion,  at  ot.  Domingo,  of  the 
French  negro'es,  who  had  deftroy- 
ed  upward  of  200  plantations,  maf- 
facred  many  of  the  white  people, 
and  threatened  the  extirpation  of 
the  whole  colony,  theWeft  India  mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  apprehensive  of 
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the  fame  fpirit  in  the  Britifli  Elands* 
applied  to  Mr.  Pitt,  requeuing  that 
a  reinforcement  of  troops  might  be 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies.  After  fe- 
veral  applications,  anfwers,  and  con- 
ftquerit  meetings  on  the  fubjeft,  they 
received,  on  Saturday,  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  from  lord  Grenville  : 

4  To  Richard  Neave,  Efq* 

4  Sir, 

4  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that,  in  coiifideration  of  the 
late  advices  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  the  application  of  the  planters 
and  merchants,  his  majefty  has  been 
pleafed,  for  the  prefent,  to  give  or- 
ders  for  fending  one  regiment  of 
foot  from  Barbadoes  to  Jamaica. 

I  am,  fir,  y Cur’s,  &rc. 

Grenville.’ 

After  fome  debates,  the  mer¬ 
chants,  (although  they  were  far 
from  thinking  this  letter  fatisfafto- 
ry)  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion 

44  That  the  meeting  mufi  approve 
of  any  meafures  which  his  majefty 
may  be  pleafed  to  diredt  for  the  fe- 
curiry  of  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  but 
cannot  think  it  advifeable  to  make  a 
permanent  detachment  of  force  Tom 
the  windward  iOands,  the  fttuatiotl 
of  them  being  fuch,  as  perhaps,  to 
require  an  augmentation  of  troops. ” 

Thi  s  refolution  was  ordered  to  be 
pfefented  to  lord  Grenville  by  the 
committee,  with  thanks  for  the  Com¬ 
munication  contained  in  his  lord- 
Blip’s  letter. 

16.  A  flidrt  time  ago,  a  patent 
paffed  the  great  feal  to  Mr.  Flare, 
breweR  of  Lime-houfe,  for  his  in¬ 
vention  of  an  apparatus  for  effedlu- 
ally  retaining  and  applying  to  ufe 
the  effential  oil  of  hops  during  the 
boiling  of  worts  for  beer,  which 
was  formerly  loft  in  the  air.  By  the 
fame  apparatus,  water  in  a  veiTei  of 
any  Bze  may  be  heated  to  boiling- 
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heat,  without  the  application  of  fire, 
quicker  than  it  could  be  heated  by 
afhial  fire. 

19.  On  Tuefday  a  cafe  of  confi- 
derable  importance  to  the  public, 
came  before  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  upon  a  fpecial  verdi 61.  The 
circum fiances  werethefe: — An  ac¬ 
tion  had  been  commenced  againft 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Smith,  as  the 
publifher  of  a  newfpaper  called  The 
World,  for  inferting  in  it,  on  the 
29th  of  January  1791?  an  advertife- 
rneiit,  purpoting  to  be  propofals  for 
the  houfe  of  Shergold  and  Co.  by 
way  of  fcheme  for  the  enfuing  lot¬ 
tery  ;  anti  another  advertifement,  to 
the  like  effedt,  for  meflrs.  Margray 
and  Co.  againfi  the  form  of  the  fta- 
fute,  and  by  which  the  defendant 
forfeited  the  fum  of  look — that  is 
to  fay,  two  penalties  of  50I.  each, 
ipecified  by  the  a6L 

Upon  this  ifille  was  taken  by  the 
parties,  and  the  came  was  tried  be¬ 
fore  lord  Kenyon. 

The  facts  being  proved,  the  jury 
gave  a  verdidt  for  the  plaintiff  for 
l.ool.  the  penalties  incurred. 

It  was  agreed  at  the  trial,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  court  fhould  be  ta¬ 
ken  on  this  cafe,  on  the  point  of  law 
arifing  out  of  it,  namely,  u  Whe¬ 
ther  the  publifher  of  a  newfpaper 
was  liable  to  the  payment  of  thofe 
penalties  for  the  infertion  of 
thefe  illegal  paragraphs  or  adver- 
tifements ;  or  whether  the  penalties 
applied  fokly  to  thofe  who  had  a  be¬ 
neficiary  infereft  in’thofe  lchemes  ?” 

After  eounfel  had  been  heard  on 
both  fades,  the  court  faid,  that  the 
defendant  was  unqueftionably  with¬ 
in  the  meaning  of  the  aft. — This 
was  not  the  firft  cafe  in  which  the 
dodf  rine  wasfaid  down,  that  printers 
and  publifhers  of  newfpaper  s  were  re - 
iponfible  for  the  publication  of  thofe 
articles,  whether  in  the.ihape  ofad- 
vcrtilements,  or  otherwise,  from 
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which  the  public  were  injured.  Public 
policy  required,  that  the  deluded 
multitude  fhould  not  be  ruined  by 
inadvertent  publications.  By  ad- 
vertifing  thofe  illegal  fchemes,  the 
poifon  was  widely  diffufed,  and 
crowds  of  ignorant  people  reforted 
to  the  fhops  of  plunder  and  defini¬ 
tion  ;  this  was  a  difgrace  even  to  the 
government  of  the  country.  It  was 
fcarcely  poflible  to  raife  a  doubt  as 
to  the  illegality  of  thefe  fchemes ; 
they  were  dire&ly  repugnant  to  the 
words  and  intent  of  the  ftatute. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  that  the  public  fhould  un¬ 
derhand,  that  the  diftribution  of 
any  hand-bills,  announcing  thefe 
fchemes,  was  equally  contrary  to 
the  fiatute.  The  other  judges  con-, 
curred  entirely  with  his  lordfhip. 

2 1 .  On  Saturday,  a  long  depen¬ 
ding  caufe  between  the  magifirates 
of  Surry  and  the  city  of  London, 
came  on  before  the  court  of  king’s- 
bench,  upon  a  fpecial  verdi 6t.  Mr.  ' 
Shepherd,  who  was  appointed  t© 
argue  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
fecution,  ftated  the  following  fadls :  1 
—  A  general  meeting,  in  purfuance 
of  the  a6t  26th  George  the  II.  was 
held  bythejuftices  of  Surry,  on  the 
4th  of  September,  for  the  purpofe 
of  granting  licences  to  publicans; 
that  the  magifirates  of  London  did 
not  attend  this  meeting,  but  met 
on  a  fubfequent  day,  and  grant-, 
ed  licences  to  certain  publicans, 
who  had  been  refufed  them  by  the 
juftices  of  Surry.  For  this  conduft 
the  magifirates  of  London  were  in-  ’ 
dieted. 

The  queftion  for  the  decifion  of 
the  court  was,  u  Whether  the  city  of 
London  had  an  exchifive  jurifdic-  . 
tion  to  grant  licences  in  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  or  polfefled  only  a 
concurrent  jurifdi&ion  with,  the  . 
jufiices  of  Surry  ?”  j 

After  the  cafe  had  been  argued, 

on  j 
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on  both  fides,  the  court  declared, 
that  the  qneftion  before  them 
was,  whether  the  magiftrates  of  Lon¬ 
don  had  acfted  with  decorum  ?  For 
no  man  could  doubt  but  that  it  was 
indecorous  to  run  a  race  in  order  to 
grant  licences.  The  true  queftion 
was,  whether  the  city  of  London 
had  an  exclufive,  or  onlv  a  con- 
current  jurifdidion  in  the  Borough  ? 
There  was  no  doubt  that  they  had 
not  an  exclufive,  but  only  a  concur¬ 
rent  jurifdidion,  and  therefore  they 
had  acfed  illegally ;  they  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  general  meeting, 
at  which  they  might  have  attended 
as,  co-ordinate  magiftrates.  As  to 
the  formal  objections,  the  city  of 
London,  ftiould  they  be  advifed, 
might  bring  them  in  argument  be¬ 
fore  the  court ;  but  there  appeared 
no  foundation  for  them. 

This  long-depending  cafe  is  there¬ 
fore  determined  againft  the  city  of 
London. 

Whitehall ,  No-v.  21.  On  Friday 
noon,  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  York 
landed  at  Dover,  and,  arrived  the 
day  following,  between  five  and  ft* 
in  the  afternoon,  at  York-houfe, 
in  perfeCt  health.  Loud .  Gaz. 

Her  royal  high nefs  was  pre- 
fented,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  at  the 
Queen’s  palace,  by  the  prince  of 
Wales.  On  going  to  kneel,  her 
royal  highnef§  was  affectionately 
prevented  by  his  majefty,  who  fa- 
luted  her,  and  then  prefented  her 
to  the  queen  and  the  fix  princefles. 
After  this,  their  majefties,  the  duke 
and  duchefs  of  York,  the  duke 
of  Clarence,  and  the  fix  princefles, 
dined  together. 

23.  Yefterday  evening,  at  a  quar¬ 
ter  before  eight,  the  duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence  went  to  York-houfe,  and 
was  followed  by  the  prince  of  Wales. 

At  ten  minutes  after  eight,  their 
majefties, accompanied  by  the  princefs 
voyal,  and  princefs  Augufta,  in  one 
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coach,  and  the  princefles  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Sophia,  and  Amelia,  attended 
by  lady  Charlotte  Finch,  in  another, 
came  to  the  greatdoor  of  York-houfe, 
where  they  were  received  by  the 
duke  and  duchefs  of  York,  the  prince 
of  W  ales,  and  the  duke  of  Clarence* 

After  reciprocal  falntations  in  the 
great  hall,  their  majefties,  &c.  were 
led  to  the  lower  apartment  fronting 
the  park,  where  tea  and  coffee,  and 
other  refreftiments,  were  prepared. 

At  a  quarter  after  ten,  their  ma¬ 
jefties  and  the  pi  incefles  returned  to 
the  queen’s  houfe,  the  prince  of 
Wales,  the  duke  and  duchefs  of 
York,  and  the  duke  of  Clarence  at¬ 
tending  their  illuftrious  parents  to 
their  carriage. 

After  the  departure  of  their  maje¬ 
fties  and  the  princefles,  the  prince  of 
Wales  and  the  duke  of  Clarence  re¬ 
turned  into  the  houfe,  and  flipped 
with  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  York. 

24.  At  feven  o’clock,  yefterday 
evening,  the  archbiftiop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  the 
biftiop  of  London,  came  to  the 
queen’s  houfe.  The  archbiftiop 
attended  by  two  pages  and  his  train- 
bearer  ;  and  the  lord  chancellor  in 
his  full  robes,  with  the  great  feal  of 
England  carried  before  him,  and  hi$ 
train  borhe. 

At  half  paft  eight  o’clock,  the 
prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  York,  and  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  entered  the  queen’s  houfe, 
and  were  immediately  conduded  to 
her  majefty’s  draiving-room. 

The  bifliops  and  the  chancellor 
were  in  a  feparate  room  for  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  preparing 
the  form  of  the  resnfter. 

At  nine  o’clock,  the  bifhops  and 
the  lord  chancellor  having  intimated 
that  they  were  ready,  they  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  her  majefty  s  drawing* 
room  ;  upon  which  the  proceffiqn, 
attended  by  the  officers  of  the  chapel 
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royal,  proceeded  to  the  grand  fa- 
loon.  Books  of  the  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  were  delivered  to  ail  tfye  royal 
family  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  archbifhop, 
a  t  able  was  dire  died  to  be  placed  in 
the  ialoon,  which  was  formed  as 
an  altar,  and  was  narrow  enough  for 
t;.e  archbifhop  to  reach  acrofs,  and 
join  the  hands  cf  the  royal  pair. 

At  half  paid  nine,  the  ceremony 
was  performed  by  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  a  (Tiffed  by  the  bifhop 
of  London  :  his  majefly  (landing  at 
one  end  of, the  altar,  and  her  ma¬ 
jefly  at  the  other  extremity;  the 
duke  and  duchcfs  of  York  in  the 
centre;  the  archbifhop  oppofite  to 
them,  and  the  lord  chancellor  (land¬ 
ing  behind  |ffim  *  the  prince  of 
Wales  next  to  the  duchefs  of  York, 
and  the  duke  of  Clarence  next  to 
the  duke  of  York.  The  princefles 
were  feared  cn  chairs  at  a  diftance 
from  the  altar,  in  the  fa  loon. 

As  Toon  as  the  ceremony  was  fi- 
ni filed,  the  duchefs  of  York  went  to 
his  majefly  and  attempt*  d  to  kneel, 
which  his  majefly  with  fume  diffi¬ 
culty  prevented ;  and,  raffing  her 
in  his  arms,  affectionately  embraced 
her. 

The  certificate  of  the  marriage 
was  then  figned  by  their  majeflies, 
the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  and  laffiy  by  the  lord 
chancellor.  After  which,  the  bi- 
fhops  and  the  lord  chancellor,  re¬ 
tired,  and  immediately  left  the 
queen’s  houfe. 

The  royal  family  returned  to  the 
queen’s  drawing-room  ;  and  at  a 
few  minutes  before  eleven  o’clock, 
the  duke  and  duchef  of  York  went 
to  York -ho iff  ;  where  they  were 
acoompanicd  by  the  prince  of  Wales 
and  the  duke  of  Clarence,  an  ele¬ 
gant  lupper  having  been  provid- 
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ed  bv  diredion  of  the  duke  of 
York. 

The  prince  of  Wales  gave  the 
duchefs  away. 

The  duchefs  was  dreffed  in  white 
fatin,  with  taffels,,  and  fringe  of  gold, 
and  a  number  of  diamonds;  in  her 
head  drefs  file  wore  feathers,  and 
three  brilliant  pins  prefented  to  her 
by  the  king  at  the  royal  vifit  on  Tuef- 
day.  The  duke  was  in  his  regi¬ 
mentals — the  prince  was  in  a  choco¬ 
late-coloured  dreffed  fuff,  and  the 
duke  of  Clarence  in  his  full  uni¬ 
form. 

Copenhagen,  Oil.  2  r .  In  the 
month  of  June  laft,  it  was  made 
known,  that  a  dangerous  Tonal  had 
been  dilcovered  in  the  Cattegat, 
between  the  ifland  of  Anholt  and 
the  town-  of  Warberg  in  Sweden. 
The  court  of  admiraltyhas  now  given 
orders  to  the  keeper  of  the  royal  re¬ 
cords  of  fea  charts,  that  the  fa, id 
flioal  (upon  which  is  found  only 
nineteen  feet  water,  with  a  lame 
fonv  or  rocky  bottom)  fhall  be  im¬ 
mediately  engraved  upon  the  plate 
of  the  furvey  of  the  Cattegat  for 
1790,  and  there  laid  down  exactly 
agreeable  to  the  report  of  his 
Danifli  majeflv’s  officers,  appointed 
this  bummer  to  furvey  thcfegroimds. 

It  is  further  found,  by  the  exa<51 
furveys  lately  made,  that  the  ifland 
of  Anholt  and  Anholt  Reef  are  fi- 
tua ted  near  one  and  one  third  of  an 
Engifh  league  more  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  in  the  fame  latitude,  than 
they  are  laid  down  in  the  aforefaid 
charts  of  179c.  1  his  error  will  be 

corrected  in  the  new  charts. 

It  is  alfo  faid,  that  the  flioal  in 
queftion  lies  E.  N.  E.  from  Anholt 
light  houfe,  and  at  about  twenty 
Englifli  miles  diflance  from  it  — 
LonrL  Ga%. 

2  c .  Yeflerday,  was  a  fplendid 
drawing-room  at  St.  James’s,  on  ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  the  prefenting  of  the  du- 
chefs  of  York  at  court.  The  duke 
and  duehefs  went  in  Hie  fame  coach, 
accompanied  by  lady  Anne  Fitzroy. 
Her  roval  highnefs  was  handed  from 
the  carriage  by  H.  Bunbury,  efq.  by 
whom  file  was  conducted  to  the  pri¬ 
vate  chamber,  where  (lie  was  met 
bv  lady  Sydnev,  lady  Mary  Howe, 
and  lady  Caroline  Waldegrave,  who 

J  O' 

led  her  into  the  drawing-room,  and 
p  efented  her  to  their  majefties  and 
the  princefles.  The  ceremony  ever, 
the  nobility  paid  their  refpedfs  to 
the  illuftrious  ftranger,  and  at  half 
paft  three  o’clock  her  highnefs  rre- 
turned  to  York-houfe.  The  duke 
did  not  leave  the  drawing-room  till 
near  five. 

28.  Yefterday,  William  Jolliffe, 
efq.  M.  P.  for  Petersfield,  who  had 
been  convifted  of  printing  and  pub- 
lifhing  a  libel,  pending  a  profecution 
againfl  him,  reflecting  upon  the  con- 
duff  of  Mr.  Fan  (haw,  the  profecutor, 
and  tending  to  influence  the  minds 
of  the  jury',  was  lentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  of  iocl.  and  to  be  imprifoned 
in  the  king’s  bench  for  fix  calendar 
months. 

Mr.  Jolliffe  addrefled  the  court, 
faying,  that  he  apprifed  their  iord- 
fhips  that  he  was  a  member  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  that' he  fhould  inform 
the  houfe  of  commons  of  his  being 
imprifoned. 

To  this  lord  Kenyon  made  this 
dignified  anfwer,  “  Let  him  be  com¬ 
mitted  in  execution  of  his  fen- 
tenceT 

The  fame  day,  Mr.  Perry,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  morning  paper  called 
the  Argus,  was  brought  from  the 
king’s-bench  prifon  into  court,  to 
deceive  judgment  for  a  libel,  reflect¬ 
ing  upon  hismajefty’s  minifters. 

The  prifoner  was  fentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  of  tool,  and  to  remain  in  pri¬ 
fon,  after  the  expiration  of  his  for¬ 


mer  fentenc.es  of  imprifonment,  till 
the  fine  is  paid. 

On  Saturday,  came  on  to  be  ar- 
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gued,  the  queftion  whether  the  fel¬ 
lers  of  Shergold’s  receipts  were  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  apprehended  and  commit¬ 
ted  as  vagrants  under  the  lottery 
aft.  1  he  court  determined,  that 
the  fellers  of  fuch  receipts  were  vag¬ 
rants  within  the  true  intent  of  the 
aft. 

Northampton ,  No-v.  26.  The  me¬ 
morable  Bow-bridge,  which  has  long 
been  vifited  by  every  curious  if  ran- 
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ger  who  has  paifed  through  Lei- 
cefter,  on  account  of  its  being  the 
accidental  monument  over  the  grave 
of  king  Richard  the  Third’s  bones, 
fell  on  Saturday  laid,  about  eleven, 
o’clock.  Its  foundation  has  been 
fome  time  vifibly  decaying  ;  and  the 
late  rains  having  fweiled  the  waters 
which  pafled  under  it,  probably 
took  away  its  principal  fupport  on 
that  end  toward  St.  Auftin’s  well, 
which  occafioned  its  deftruffion. 

30.  This  day,  John  Barnes  Hait 
was  taken  from  Newgate  to  Brent¬ 
ford,  where  he  flood  in  the  pillory 
from  twelve  till  two,  according  to  tf  e 
fentence  of  the  kirigV-bench,  for 
having  extorted  money  and  defraud¬ 
ed  feveral  tradefmen,  by  pretending 
to  compound  penalties  under  the 
damp  aft.  The  utmoft  care  was 
taken  to  preferve  the  peace  ;  and  by 
great  exertions  of  the  fheriffs  and 
oflicei's,  very  little  mifehief  happen¬ 
ed. 

D  ECEMBE,  R. 

1.  Yefterday,  advices  were  received 
bv  the  Leopard,  of  50  guns,  from  the 
Prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  da¬ 
ted  June  2i,  that,  on  the  15th  of 
Islay,  earl  Cornwallis  had  defeated 
Tippoo  Sultan,  ar.d  driven  him, 
with  his  whole  army,  under  the 
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walls  of  Seringapatam  ;  but  that  the 
want  of  forage,  provifion,  and  the  re¬ 
duced  Hate  of  the  cattle,  had  rendered 
it  neceffary  for  the  army  to  return 
immediately  to  Bangalore  ;  and  that 
his  lordfhip,  for  want  of  bullocks, 

had  been  under  the  necefiitv  of  de- 
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ftroying  the  batering  train  :  fo  that, 
for  the  prefent,  he  was  obliged  to 
give  up  all  thoughts  of  attacking 
Seringapatam,  before  the  fetting  in 
of  the  Monfoons. 

Thefe  advices  mention  farther, 
that  general  Abercromby  had 
marched  from  Periapatym,  on  the 
twenty-third  of  May,  and  was  pro¬ 
ceeding  toward  the  head  of  he 
Ghaut,  in  his  retreat,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  him  four  iron  eighteen  pound¬ 
ers  which  his  cattle  could  not  re¬ 
move. 

2.  Th  is  day,  was  tried  at  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  the  aflion  commenced 
by  the  city  of  London,  againft  the 
fheriff  of  Surry,  for  infringing  their 
privileges,  by  executing  writs  with¬ 
in  the  town  and  borough  of  South¬ 
wark  ;  when,  on  a  mere  objection 
in  point  of  form,  to  the  pleadings, 
and  upon  the  defendant’s  refufal  to 
wave  it,  the  city,  was  obliged  to  Sub¬ 
mit  to  a  nonftut. 

3.  The  late  unfortunate  Mr.  Su¬ 
therland’s  widow  and  two  daughters 
have'  received  ^col.  and  a  penfion 


of  1  coll  each,  from  the  crown  ;  and 
his  fon  a  gratuity  of  ioool. 

4 .  By  an  advertifement  from  the 
Bufti  tavern  committee  at  Briftol, 
who  offered  a  reward  for  apprehend- : 
ing  the  Monfter,  it  appears,  that  a 
report  which  had  been  circulated,  of 
his  being  known,  and  having  with 
their  connivance  abfconded,  is  with?, 
out  foundation.  They  declare,— 
that  neither  his  rank,  however,  ex* 
alted  ;  his  flation,  however  public ; 
his  property,  however  great ;  final! 
ever  influence  them  to  depart  from 
their  original  purfuit ;  and  that  the 
reward  of  100  guineas  for  his  ap- ; 
prehenfion  will  be  continued  for 
three  months. 

24.  On  Wednefday  morning,  at 
half  pa  ft  eight,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a 
young  lady’s  apartments,  on  thefe-! 
cond  floor  in  Richmond-houfe,  Pri-1 
vy- gardens;  which  was  occafioned 
by  a  fpark  having  ftiot  from  the  fire 
to  the  bed  furniture,  where  the 
young  lady  lay  afleep.  The  alarm] 
being  given,  fhe  was  with  difficulty! 
conducted  down  ftairs ;  the  flametj 
commynicated  to  the  roof,  which  I 
foon  after  fell  in,  and  by  four  o’clocl  I 
the  flames  were  got  under,  leaving 
the  houfe  reduced  almoft  to  a  {hell  | 
The  duke’s  valuable  mufeum  wa 
faved. 

■  •  • 
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BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  1 7  9 1 . 

January  i.  Lady  of  Thomas 
Boothby  Parkinfon,  efq.  M.  P.  a 
daughter. 

Feb .  1.  Countefs  of  Aylesford,  a 
daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  Richard  Carr  Glyn, 
a  fon. 

11.  Lady  of  Samuel  Thornton, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

14.  Lady  Apfley,  a  fon. 

15.  Lady  Mary  Palk,  wife  of 
Lawrence  Palk,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

— .  Lady  Elizabeth  Loftus,  a 
fon. 

— .  Lady  Deerhurfl,  a  fon. 

16.  Her  Catholic  majefty,  aprin- 
cefs,  baptifed  by  the  name  of  Maria 
Therefa  Philippa,  &c.  &c.  to  the 
number  of  iixty  names. 

March.  24,  Lady  of  William 
Adam,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

April.  5.  Lady  Leflie,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

17.  Marchionefs  of  Salilburv,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

— .  Lady  Catharine  Rodney,  a 
daughter. 

23.  Sir  James  Tylney  Long,  bart. 
a  daughter. 

— .  At  the  Hague,  Lady  Auck¬ 
land,  a  fon. 

24.  Countefs  of  Tankerville,  a 
daughter. 

May.  4.  Countefs  of  Cavan,  a 

fon. 

15.  Marchionefs  de  Choifeul,  a 
fon .  See  Vol.  X 1.  page  (52.) 

19.  Lady  of  Reginald  Pole  Ca- 
rew,  efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

21.  Lady  of  Dr.  Cleaver,  bifliop  of 
Chefter,  a  daughter. 

30.  Lady  of  Geo.  Finch  Hatton, 
efq.  a  fon  and  heir. 

31.  Lady  of  Gerard  Noel  Ed¬ 
wards,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

June.  3.  Duchefs  of  AJojitrofe^  a 
'  daughter. 
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8.  Lady  of  Richard  Jofeph  Sul¬ 
livan,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

1 4.  Lady  Cathcart,  a  daughter. 

26.  Lady  M.  Stuart,  a  daughter. 
Lately,  countefs  of  Lincoln,  a 
daughter. 

July  4.  Vifcountefs  Barham,  a 
daughter. 

25.  Lady  of  fir  William  Fou^ 
lis,  a  daughter. 

28.  VifcountefsValletort,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Aug.  3.  Lady  Charlotte  Lenox,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

4.  Lady  of  James  Lowther,  e£q. 
M.  P.  a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

— .  Lady  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Petre,  a 
daughter. 

10.  Lady  of  fir  Gregory  Page 
Turner,  bart.  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  la¬ 
dy  of  Bernard  Howard,  efq.  pre-> 
fumptive  heir  to  the  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  a  fon  and  heir. 

13.  Lady  of  lord  Brownlow,  a 
fon. 

21.  Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Sept.  13.  Duchefs  of  Northum* 
berland,  a  daughter, 

1  Ladv  of  Scrope  Bernard,  efq, 
M.  P.  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  of  the  hon.  colonel  Fox, 
a  Em. 

— ,  Countefs  of  Granard,  a  fon, 
29.  Lady  Kinnaird,  a  daughter. 
Ocl .  9.  Countefs  of  Lauderdale, 
a  daughter. 

I?.  Lady  Saltoun,  a  fon. 

16.  Hon.  Mrs.  Drummond,  of 
Perth,  a  fon. 

27.  Countefs  Spencer,  a  fon. 
AW.  4.  Lady  Sufannah  Thorpe, 
a  daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  hr  John  Sinclair,  bart. 
a  daughter 

13.  Vifcountefs  Stopford,  a  fon 

and  heir. 
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20.  Countefs  of  Harrington,  a 
daughter. 

21.  Lady  of  dr  William  Wake, 
bart.  a  fon  and  heir. 

24.  Vifcountefs  Falmouth,,  a 
daughter. 

27.  Lady  Balgonie,  a  fon. 

28.  Lady  of  fir  John  Frederick, 
bart,  a  fon. 

Dec.  1  •  Lady  of  fir  Cecil  Bilhopp, 
bart.  a  daughter, 

Lately,  countefs  Poulett,  a  fon. 
r  3.  Lady  of  the  hon.  col.  Rodnev, 
a  fon. 

14.  Lady  of  vifcount  Gage,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

20.  Lady  Comptan,  a  daughter. 

28.  Lady  of  the  lion.  Edw.  Fo¬ 
ley,  a  fm  and  heir, 

JVI AR  R I A G  E  S  in  the  Tear  1 79  j , 

Jan.  3.  Rt.  hon. John  Charles  Vil- 
1  iters,  to  Mils  Mary  Forb/es,  daughter 
of  the  hop.  admiral  F. 

6.  Earl  Fauconberg  to  Mifs  Che- 
fhyre,  daughter  of  the  late  John  C. 
efq.  of  Bennington,  Herts. 

1 8.  Lord  Ducie  to  Mrs.  Child.  » 
— .  Sir  John  R  ger  Palmer,  bait, 
to  Mbs  Ait  ham. 

24.  Sir  Henry  Tempeft,  bart.  to 
Mifs  S.  Pritchard  Lambert. 

29.  Vifcount  Stopford,  to  lady 
Mary  Montagu  Scott,  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Buccleugh. 

a 

Fd,  \  6.  Henry  Auguftus  L'eicef- 
ter,  elq,  brother  to  fir  John  Fleming 
Leirefter,  bart.  to  Mills  Letitia  So¬ 
phia  Smyth,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Owen  Smyth  Owen,  efq.  of  C011- 
dover,  Salop. 

— . .  JR awfon  Hart  Boddam,  efq. 
late  governor  of  Bombay,  to  Mifs 
Tudor,  of  St.  Jarpes’s-ftreet. 

2  2.  Benjamin  Bond  Hopkins,  efo. 
M.  P.  to  Mils  Knight,  lifter  of  Ro¬ 
bert, Knight,  efq.  of  Burrells,  in 
W  arwickfhire. 

74.  Marcus  Begesford,  efq.  fon  of 

t  ■*  i  :  ;  •  *  s  k 


the  right  hon.  John  Beresford,  to  lady 
Frances  Arabella  Leefon. 

Rev.  Miles  Beevor,  fon  of  fir 
Thomas  Beevor,  bart.  to  Mifs  Bee- 
vor,  daughter  of  James  Beevor,  efq. 
of  Norwich. 

March  2  r  .  Francis  Jphn  Browne, 
efq.  M.  P.  for  Dorfet,  to  Mifs  Bar¬ 
ing,  daughter  of  John  Baring,  efq.  . 

29.  John  Sutton,  efq.  captain  in 
the  navy,  to  Mifs  Hotham,  daughter* 
of  baron  Hotham. 

30.  William  Richardfon,  efq.  acr  1 
comptant-general  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  to  Elizabeth  countefs  do¬ 
wager  of  Winterton. 

April  4.  Lord  Strathaven,  to 
Mifs  Cope,  filler  to  the  duchefs  of  j 
Dorfet. 

16.  Lord  clii^f  baron  Eyre,  to  j 
Mifs  Southwell. 

2  5 .  Th o m  as  T ry  w hitt  Jon  cs,  e fq. 
M.  P.  to  Mifs  Harriet  Williams, 
daughter  of  Edward  Williams,  efq.  ■ 
of  Eaton,  Shropftiire. 

— .  George  James  earl  of  Chol- 
mondeley,  to  lady  Georgiana  Char-  f 
lotte  Bertie,  daughter  of  Peregrine, 
third  duke  of  Ancafter. 

26.  Vifcount  Fielding,  fon  to  the 
earl  of  Denbigh,  to  Mifs  Powys, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Powys,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Northamptonlhire. 

58  James  earl  of  Cardigan,  to 
lady  Elizabeth  Waldegrave,  daugh-  ‘ 
ter  of  John  third  earl  Wakie-  | 
grave. 

29.  Lionel  earl  of  Dy. fart,  to  Mifs 
Lewis,  lifter  of  Henry  Grefwold  j 
Lewis,  efq. 

May  6.  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  J 
Northcote,  bart.  to  Mifs  Baring,  j 
daughter  of  Charles  Baring,  efq. 

>6.  Henry  Charles,  marqnis  of 
W  orcefter,  to  lady  Charlotte  Le»'e-  | 
fon  Gower,  daughter  of  the  marquis 
of  Stafford. 

24.  Rev.  Edward  Hay  Drum-, 
mond,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Kin*  1 

noul,  J 
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soul,  to  Mifs  Auriol,  of  Portugal- 
Ireet,  Grofven,or*fquare. 

June  2.  Francis  Buller  Yarde, 
dq.  M.  P.  to  Mifs  Kallidav. 

— .  Sir  Thomas  Cave,  Bart,  to 
^ady  Lucy  Sherard. 

'4.  Chambrey  Brabazon  Ponfon- 
)y,  efq.  to  Lady  Harriot  Taylor. 

12.  Robert  Knight,  efq.  of  Bir¬ 
ds,  Warwickfiure,  to  the  hon.  Mifs 
?.  Dormer. 

16.  William  Farrington,  efq.  of 
ffiaw  Flail,  Lancafhire,  to  Mifs 
Vilbraham  Bootle,  daughter  of 
lichard  W'ilbraham  B.  efq. 

1 7.  Sir  James  Foulis,  bart.  to 
Vlifs  Dallas. 

2i  Thomas  Smith,  efq,  of  the 
inner  Temple,  to  the  hon.  Mifs 
Via rv  Hely  Hutch infoil,  daughter  of 
ord  Donoughmore. 

27.  William  Robert  Phi li more, 
:fq.  to  the  hon.  Mifs  Sarah  Henlev 
Dngley,  daughter  of  the  late  lord 
dngley. 

July  4.  Philip  lord  Sherard,  to 
Vlifs  Eleanor  Monckton,  daughter 
)f  the  hon.  John  Monckton. 

11.  Sir  Nelfon  Rycroft,  bart.  to 
Vlifs  Read,  daughter  of  the  late 
denry  Read,  efq.  of  Crowood, 
Wilts. 

13.  John  Chardin  Mufgrave, 
“fq.  elcieffc  fon  of  fir  Philip  Muf- 
>rave,  barf,  to  Mifs  Filmer,  daugh- 
er  of  the  rev.  EdwardTilmer,  rec¬ 
ur  of  Crandale,  Kent. 

2':.  Lord  William  Beauclerk,  to 
Mils  Carter  Thelwall. 

12.  Lord  Le  Defpencgr,  to  IMifs 
iliza  Eliot,  daughter  of  Samuel  E. 
Bq.  of  Antigua. 

21.  Sir  George  Wombwell,  bart. 
0  lady  Anne  Bellafyfe,  daughter  of 
he  earl  of  Fauconberg. 

31.  Hon.  Richard  Chetwynd,  el- 
kft  fon  of  vifconnt  Chetwynd,  to 
Vfifs  Charlotte  Cartwright,  daugh- 
er  of  the  late  Thomas  Cartwright, 
%  of  Aynho,  N orthamptonfiiire. 
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Auguft  1.  Charles  Milne,  efq.  of 
Prefton  hall,  Kent,  to  Mifs  Harriot 
Dyke,  daughter  of  fir  John  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart. 

4.  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald,  to  Mifs 
Boyle,  daughter  of  the  late  hon. 
captain  Robert  Boyle  Walfingham. 

9.  John  Trevalyan,  efq.  el  deft  Ion 
of  fir  John  Trevalyan,  bart.  to  Mifs 
Maria  Wilfon,  daughter  of  lieute¬ 
nant-general  iir  Thomas  Spencer 
Wilfon,  bart. 

15.  William  Plumer,  efq*  M.  P. 
to  Mifs  Jane  Hamilton,  daughter 
to  the  late  hon.  and  rev.  Dr.  George 
Hamilton. 

1  .  Colonel  Greville,  to  Mifs 
Graham,  fifter  to  fir  Bellingham 
Graham,  bart. 

19.  Earl  of  Darnley,  to  Mifs  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Brownlow,  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  William  Brownlow. 

24.  Hugh  Barlow,  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Pembroke,  to  Mifs  Crefpigny, 
daughter  of  Philip  Champion  Cref- 
pigny,  efq. 

25.  Captain  Paget  Bayly,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Uxbridge,  to  Mifs 
Colepeper. 

29.  Rev.  fir  Richard  Kaye,  bart. 
dean  of  Lincoln,  to  Mrs.  Mainwar- 

ing- 

Sept.  6.  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
K.  B.  to  Mifs  Harte. 

15.  Marquis  of  Blandford,  to  lady 

Su fan  Stewart,  daughter  of  the  earl 

of  Gallowav. 

* 

29.  The  duke  of  York,  to  the 
princefs  royal  of  Pruffia. 

Od.  i.  The  hereditary  prince  of 
Orange,  to  princefs  Frederica  Sophia 
Wilhelmina  of  Pruffia. 

Lately,  lord  Grantley,  to  Mifs 
Midglev,  daughter  of  the  late  Jo¬ 
nathan  Midgley,  efq.  of  Beverley. 

12.  Timothy  Shelly,  efq.  M.  P.  to 
Mifs  Pilfold,  of  Weft  Grinftead. 

1 3.  Rev.  William  Snevd,  to  Mrs. 
Emma  Vernon,  daughter  jof  the  late 
Thomas  Vernon,  elq.  of  Hambury, 

(  W  or- 
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Wofceflerfhire  and  late  wife  of 
Henry  Cecil,  efq. 

Nov.  30.  Margrave  of  Anfpach 
and  Bareith,  to  'Elizabeth  lady  Cra¬ 
ven. 

4.  George  William  Rickets,  efq. 
of  Bifhop’s  Sutton,  Hants,  to  Mifs 
•Letitia  SViildmay,  of  Twyford. 

12.  Earl  of  Mount  Cafhell,  to 
to  the  hon.  Mifs  King,  daughter  of 
lord  Kingfborough. 

Dec.  6.  Sir  George  Armytage, 
bart.  to  Mifs  Mary  Bowles,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Oldfield  Bowles,  efq.  of  North 
Allon,  Oxfordfhire. 

9.  Captain  J.  Smith,  of  the  royal 
navy,  to  vifcountefs  dowager  Dud¬ 
ley  and  Ward. 

12.  Col.  Charles  Gould,  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Dormer. 

DEATHS  in  the  Tear  1 79I. 

Jan.  6,  Lady  of  fir  William 
Young,  Bart. 

7.  Lady  Colquhoun,  aunt  to  the 
countefs  of  Sutherland. 

'  1 8.  Hon.  Mr.  Spencer,  fecond  fon 

of  earl  Spencer.' 

20.  Rev.  George  Carleton,  cou- 
fm  to  lord  Dorchefler, 

— .  Mary  countefs  ,Verney. 

25.  George  Auguftus  Selwyn,  efq. 
M.  P. 

26.  Rear  admiral  John  Houlton. 

29.  Lucy  Knightly,  efq.  late  M. 
P.  for  Northamptonshire. 

30.  James  earl  ofGlencairn.  - 

Feb.  1 .  The  lady  of  fir  Charles 

Rofs,  bart. 

5.  Lady  Mary  St.  John,  lady 
of  the  hon.  major  Frederick  St. 
John. 

10.  Erfkine  Douglas,  M.  D.  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  late  fir  John  Douglas,  of 
Kilhead,  bart. 

1 1.  Hon.  Mifs  Leflie,  daughter  of 
lord  Balgonie. 

14.  Mary  lady  Savile,  wife  of 
Charles  Morton,  M.  D.  and  mother 
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of  the  late  fir  George  Savile,  bart; 
and  of  the  countefs  dowager  of  Scar 
borough. 

Lately,  Lady  of  Rowland  Burden 
efq.  M.  P. 

28.  Alicia  countefs  dowager  0 
Tankerville. 

Lately,  lady  Jane  Clifton,  fiflel 
of  the  earl  of  Abingdon. 

28.  Mafter  William  John  Boui 
verie,  elded  fon  of  the  hon.  Williart 
Henry  Bouverie. 

March  4.  In  childbed,  Lady  Mar 
Palk. 

6.  Sir  Robert  Carr,  bart. 

lo.  William  earl  of  Strafford. 

20.  Lord  Spencer  Hamilton,  utf 
cle  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton. 

2c.  Lady  Barclay,  mother  of  ft 
James  Barclay,  bart.  captain  in  th 
navy. 

26.  Edward  Buller,  efq.  of  Poij 
Looe,  brother  to  judge  Buller. 

Lady  of  fir  William  Wheler,  ban 

30.  Anne,  dowager  of  Wafhing 
ton,  fifth  earl  Ferrers. 

3 1 .  Major-general  fir  Archibali 
Campbell,  K.  B. 

April  1.  Ralph  earl  Verney.  ; 

2.  Monfieur  (Jate  count)  de  M  l 
rabeau,  a  celebrated  orator  in  tfcjl 
French  National  Affembly. 

9.  Henrietta  vifcountefs  St.  A 
faph. 

Lately,  lady  of  Margaret  Stewar 
daughter  of  Charles,  fourth  earl  1 
Traquair. 

12.  Sir  Harry  Burrard,  bart. 

— .  Lady  Charlotte  Rich,  daugfj 
ter  of  Edward  Rich,  eighth  earl  <j 
Warwick,  and  fifth  earl  of  Hollam 
of  that  family. 

20.  John  vifcount  Arbuthnot. 

May  1.  Sir  William  Parfon 
bart.  M.  P.  for  King’s  Count 
Ireland. 

Lately,  at  Florence,  the  ho; 
Lou ifa  Beckford,  reli£t  of  Pet 
Beckford,  efq.  and  daughter  | 
George  lord  Rivers. 
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,  2.  Sir  Samuel  Bradftreet,  bart. 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
Icings -bench  in  Ireland. 

3.  Sir  William  Jones,  bart.  of 
Ramfbliiy  Manor,  Wiltfhire. 

7.  Lady  Dryden,  relift  of  fir  John 
D.  bart. 

10.  Lieutenant-general  Robert 
Watfon. 

.  11.  Lady  Grofvenor. 

— .  Sir  John  Mylne,  bart.  of  Barn- 
ton,  bjforth  Britain. 

21.  Jane,  dowager  of  George  fe* 
cond  lord  Carpenter,  grandmother 
of  the  earl  of  Tyrconnel,  and  mo¬ 
ther  of  the  countefs  dowager  of 
Egremont, 

23.  Sir  Gerard  Vanneck,  bart. 
of  Heveningham  Half,  in  Suffolk. 

— .  Lady  Egerton,  relift  of  fir 
Thomas  Egerton,  bart.  and  mother 
of  lord  Grey  de  Wilton, 

25.  Lady  Catharine  Drummond. 

26.  Lady  Emma  Elizabeth  Pro- 
bv,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Caryl- 
fort. 

27.  Dr.  Thomas Thurlow,  bifliop 
of  Durham. 

— .  John  vifcount  Kilmorey. 

'June  1 .  Hon.  J  ohn  Knox,  brother 
to  lord  Wells. 

17.  Selina  countefs  dowager  of 
Huntingdon. 

Lately,  fir  Frederick  Haldimand, 
K.  B.  late  governor  of  Canada. 

— .  Mrs.  Catharine  Macau  ley  Gra¬ 
ham,  filter  to  John  Sawbridge,  efq. 
and  author  of  A  Hiltory  of  England, 
*c. 

c  •  /■  . 

20.  Sir  Francis  Eliott,  bart.  of 
Stubbs. 

23.  Sir  David  Murray,  bart. 

'25.  Sir  Lionel  Lyde,  bart. 

26.  Lady  Anne  Hamilton,  relift 
of  lord  Anne  Hamilton,  fon  of 
James  fourth  duke  of  Hamilton. 

— Anne  countefs  dowager  of 
‘Aberdeen. 

28.  Sir  Edward  Manly  Pryce, 

F>rt.  -"*  * 
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July  2.  T  ady  of  fir  Thomas 
Champneys,  bart. 

6.  James  lord  Down,  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Moray. 

28.  Randal  marquis  of  Antrim. 

30.  Sir  William  Eitzherbert, 
bart. 

Aug.  2.  John  Byron,  efq.  fon  of  the 
late  hen.  admiral  John  Byron,  and 
hulband  of  the  late  Amelia  baronefs 
Corners.  ,  ' 

7.  Benjamin  Jennings,  efq.  huf- 
band  to  the  vilcountefs  dowager 
Dudley  and  Ward. 

10.  Sir  William  Thomas  FJani 
ham,  bart. 

13.  Lady  of  Jofeph  Smith,  efq, 
private  fecretary  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

16.  The  dowager  baronefs  Maf- 
fey. 

17.  Sir  Francis  Vincent,  bart. 
refident  for  the  court  of  London  at 
Venice. 

— .  Hon.  Ifabella  Sebtt,  widow 
of  the  late  hon.  John  Scott,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Deloraine. 

— .  Mrs.  Anne  Thurlow,  relift 
of  the  late  bifliop  of  Durham. 

22.  The  celebrated  profefTor  Mi- 
chaelis,  at  Gottingen. 

Sept .  4.  Sir  Brook  Bridges,  bart. 

Lately,  fir  George  Cayley,  bart. 

3.  Major-general  Humphry  Ste¬ 
vens. 

13.  Catharine  marchionefs  of 
Abercorn. 

14.  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  the  French 

ambafiador.  < 

— .  Honourable  lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral  George  Lane  Parker. 

— .  Sir  Francis  Gerrard,  bart, 

— .  Margaret  lady  Dunfany. 

13.  Lady  Elizabeth  Hay,  aunt 
to  the  earl  of  Kinnoul. 

16.  The  vifforious  Ruffian  gene¬ 
ral  prince  Potemkin. 

23.  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth,  bart. 

Oft,  1.  George  lord  Haddo,  by  a 

fall  from  his  horfe. 

2 .  William  lord  Craven. 

— .  Ia 
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— .  In  Canada,  fir  Williarh  Erf- 
kine,  bart. 

6.  Lieutenant-general  John  Mac¬ 
kenzie. 

9.  Elizabeth  countefs  dowager  of 
Glafgow. 

10.  Rear  admiral  Inglis. 

— .  William-EIali  vifcount  Gage. 

13.  Elizabeth  countefs  dowager 
of  Effingham,  wife  of  general  hr 
George  Howard,  K.  B. 

— .  Lady  of  Thomas  earl  of  Ef¬ 
fingham,  governor  of  Jamaica. 

15.  Rear  admiral  John  Harri- 
fon. 

20.  Lady  Georgiana  Beauclerk, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  St.  Alban’s. 

— .  Honourable  Thomas  Hen¬ 
ry  Coventry,  young  eft  fon  of  lord 
Deerhurft. 

3  >.  R«v.  Charles  Ifaac  Yorke,  fon 
of  the  bifhop  of  Ely. 

Lately,  lu*  Blaxton  Conyers,  bart. 

Aw.  1.  Barnber  Gafcoyne,  efq. 
receiver-general  of  the  cu  Horns. 

Lately,  Mrs.  Midgley,  mother  of 
lady  Grant  ley. 

8.  Mrs.  Harrifon,  relidt  of  the 
late  admiral  John  Harrifon. 

Lately,  fir  William  Ogilvie,  bart. 

9.  Thomas  Bathurfl,  elq.  nephefv 
of  the  late  earl  Bathurfl. 

10.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  bart. 

11.  Mifs  Jenkinfon,  fifler  to  lord 
Hawkefbury. 

12.  Lady  of  fir  Robert  Boyd, 
K.  B.  governor  of  Gi  jraitar. 

it;.  Sir  Williarh  Fagg,  bart. 

10.  Thomas  earl  of  Effingham. 

20.  Sir  Richard  A6I011,  bart. 

2 1 .  Lord  Chetwynd . 

—  •  Lady  of  fir  William  Wake, 
bait. 

Lately,  rev.  John  Shirley  Fermor, 
brother-in-law  to  vifcount  Conyng- 
ham. 

23.  Sir  John  Eaptifl  Flicks,  bart. 

27.  Sii'  Henry  George  Ravenf- 
worth  Liddell,  bart. 


30.  William  Dutton  Napper,  efq. 
brother  to  lord  Shireborne. 

Dec.  1.  Francis  Cockayne  Cuff, 
efq.,  Mf  P. 

4  Evan  Lloyd  Vaughan,  efq. 
M,  P.  for  Merionethfhire. 

c.  George  earl  of  Orford. 

Lately,  Henry  Flood,  efq.  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Irifli  orator. 

8.  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton, 
bart. 

9.  Sir  Edward  Winnington,  bart.’ 

1 1.  Sir  George  Riehardfon,  bart. 

13.  Flon.  Mrs.  Martin,  filler  to 

lord  Fairfax. 

18.  Filzabeth  Ormby  Rowley, 

vif'ountefs  Langford,  wife  of  the 
right  hon,  Hercules  Langford  Row- 
ley.  f 

19.  Lady  Mary  Campbell,  relidl 
of  Donga!  Campbell,  efq. 

Mary  lady  Knollys,  relidjt  of  fir 
Francis  K.  bart. 

30.  Hon,  Charles  Yorke,  fecond 
fon  of  the  earl  of  Hardwickt. 

— ,  Hon.  Charles  Hope  Weir, 
uncle  to  the  earl  of  Hopetown. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Ja/u  John  Hughes,  Horatio 
Spry,  William  Sou  ter,  Harrie  In- 
nis,  James  Francis  Perkins,  and 
Maurice  Wemyfs,  lieutenat  colonels 
oi  marines — Colonels  in  the  army. 

22.  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  knt. 
chief  iuftice  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature,  at  Fort  William,  in  Ben- 
gah 

— .  William  Dunkin,  efq.  one  of 
the  judges  of  that  court.  ' 

2  f .  Right  hon.  Alleyne  Fitz- 
herbert  -  Lord  St.  Helen’s  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

28.  Arthur  vifcount  Gosford — 
Governor  of  the  county  of  Ar¬ 
magh. 

Feb.  3.  James  earl  of  Cardigan, 
vtrnor  of  Windfor  Caflle. 

12,  Charles 
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12.  Charles  Warre  Mafet,  efq. 
Ident  at  Poonah  in  the  Eafl  In- 
>s, — a  baronet. 

— .  John  Kennavvay,  efq.  refident 
Hydrabad  in  the  Kail  Indies,  — a 
ronet. 

21.  Thomas  Lighton,  efq. — a  ba- 
wt  of  Ireland. 

Mar .  i.  Right  hon.  Dudley  Ry- 
•  and  Thomas  Steele,  efq. — Pay- 
ifler-general  of  the  forces. 

Hon.  Spencer  Percival,  clerk 
the  irons,  and  Purveyor  of  the 
Iting  houfes  in  the  Tower. 

— .  Rev,  Charles  Manners  Sut- 
i,— Dean  of  Peterborough. 

9*  Thomas  Steele,  efq. — a  privy- 
mfellor. 

if*  William  Dunkin,  efq.  one  of 
:  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  at 
ngal,  a  knight. 

28.  Lord  Charles  Henry  Somer- 
— Gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber 
the  prince  of  Wales. 

April  2.  /  Right  hon.  Thomas 
rley,  lord' lieutenant  of  Radnor- 
re. 

?.  Major-general  Charles  O’Ha- 
tolonel  of  the  74th  regiment  of 

it. 

— .  Stephen  Lufhington,  efq.  a 
*onet. 

16.  Barne  Barne,  efq. — Commif- 
rier  of  the  taxes. 

21.  George  vifconnt  Parker, 
nptroller  of  his  majefly’s  houlhold 
1  privy-counfellor. 

25.  Major-general  David  Dundas 
^olonel  of  the  zzd  regiment  of 
t. 

50.  Right  hon.  Thomas  Orde — 
vernor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and 
Cariforook  C  a  file 
nAay  1.  William  Wyndham,  lord 
enville,  right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
i  Henry  Dundas,  lord  Frederick 
Lupheli,  James  duke  of  Montrofe, 

1  the  right  hon.  Thomas  Steele 

-omnuhioners  of  the  affairs  for 

lia. 


June  8.  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
K.  B.  a  privy  coimfellor. 

— .  Right  hop.  Henry  Dundas, — 
one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of 
fhlte. 

10.  Right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
hon.  Edward  James  Eliot,  Richard 
earl  of  Mornington,  John  Jefferies 
vifcount  Bayham,  and  Richard  Hop¬ 
kins,  efq.  CommiHioners  of  the 
treafury. 

—  .  Dr.  Shute  Barrington,  bi- 
Ihop  of  Salilbury — Bilhop  of  Dur¬ 
ham. 

11.  Sir  James  Peachy,  bart.— 
Mailer  of  his  majefty’s  robes. 

21.  Walter  James  James,  efq.  of 
'Langley-ha.il,  Berks  ;  lieutenant- 
general  hr  William  Erlkine,  knt. 
Henry  Martin,  efq.  of  Lockinge, 
Berks  ;  Charles  William  Boughton 
Roule,  of  Roufe  Lench,  Worcelfer- 
Iliire  ;  Chriftopher  Hawkins,  efq. 
of  Trewithen,  Cornwall ;  John 
Call,  efq.  of  Whiteford,  Cornwall  ; 
George  Jackfon,  efq.  of  Hartham 
Houfe,  Wilts ;  Ralph  Woodford, 
efq.  late  envoy  extraordinary  at  Co¬ 
penhagen;  Charles1  Pole/ efq.  of 
Wolverton,  Plants  ;  Robert  Ho¬ 
well  Vaughan,  efq.  of  Nannau,  Me- 
rionethfhiie ;  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Rich,  (late  Bollock)  of  Rofe  Hall, 
Suffolk  ;  Charles  Grave  Plodfon, 
efq.  of  Wanlifh,  Leiceflerfhire  ; 
George  Ivifon  Tapps,  efq.  of  Hin¬ 
ton  Admiral,  Hants:  George  Chad, 
efq.  Thursford,  Norfolk  ;  and  Ber- 
ney  Brograve,  efq.  of  Worfted  Houfe 
in  the  fame  county— -Baronets. 

25.  John  earl  of  Chatham, 
Charles  George  lord  Arden,  Samuel 

K->  ' 

lord  flood,  hon.  John  Thomas 
T ownfhend,  Alan  Gardner,  john 
Smyth,  and  Charles  Small  Pvbus. 
Efqs. — Lords  of  the  admiralty. 

27.  Arthur  earl  of  Donegal  — 
Marquis  of  Donegal,  of  Ireland. 

— .  Charles  earl  of  Drogheda— 
marquis  of  Drogheda,  of  ditto. 

.  Thomas 


* 
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.  Thomas  lord  Welles— Vif-  — .  Major  J.  Doyle  -Secretan 
count  Northland,  of  ditto.  for  the  duchy  of  Cornwall. 

—  Arthur  lord  Harberton- Vif-  — .  Captain  j.  W.  Payne— hi 


count  Harberton,  of  ditto. 

28.  Robert  Boyd,  efq,— a  Juflice 
of  the  Kiirtg’s  bench  in  Ireland. 

30.  James  Allan  Park,  efq.-  Vice 
chancellor  of  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancafter. 

July  2.  Lord  Hervey,  envoy 
extraordinary  at  Florence— Minifter 
plenipotentiary  at  that  court. 

12.  Dr.  John  Douglas,  bifliop  of 
Carlifle — Bifliop  of  Salifburv. 

— .  Major  general  Alnred  Clarke 
—Colonel  of  the  60th  regiment  of 
foot. 

27.  Jofeph  Hewitt,  efq. —  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  court  of  king’s-bench  in 
Ireland. 

30.  George  earl  of  Morton — Ba-- 
ron  Douglas,  of  Lochleven. 

Aug.  13.  William  Woodley,  efq. 
— Governor  of  the  Leeward  Charib- 
bee  Blands. 

20.  Rev.  Edward  Venables  Ver¬ 
non,  LL.  D.  — Bifliop  of  Carlifle. 

— .  Dr.  James  Cornwallis,  bifliop 
of  Lichfield  and  Coventry — Dean  of 
Windfor  and  Wolverhampton,  and 
regifter  of  the  order  of  the  garter. 

.  061*  22.  Vifcountefs  Sydney,  lady, 
of  the  bed  chamber  to  the  queen. 

AW.  1 .  Morton  Eden,  efq. — En¬ 
voy  extraordinary  and  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Berlin. 

— .  Hon.  William  Eliot — Secre¬ 
tary  of  legation  to  the  faid  court. 

5.  Hugh  Eliot,  efq. — Envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and .  fninifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  cotfrt  of  Drefden. 

i — .  David  Gray,  efq.— Secretary 
ef  legation  at  the  faid  court. 

1 9.  Colonel  Samuel  Hulfe — Trea- 
furer  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

— .  J.  Kemys  Tynte,  efq. — Maf- 
ter  and  comptroller  of  hishoufehold. 

— .  Colonel  Charles  Leigh — 
Groom  of  his  bedchamber. 

— .  Hon.  major  George  Hanger 
—equerry. 


auditor  and  fecretary. 

— .  Rev.  Robert  Darley  Waddij 
love,  M.  A. — Dean  of  Rippon. 

26.  Francis  James  Jackfon,  efq,— J 
Secretary  of  legation  to  the  court  0 
Madrid. 

29.  Thomas  Stepney,  efq.-j 
Groom  of  the  bedchamber  to  th 
duchefs  of  York. 

— .  Honourable  lieutenant  colcj 
nel  Charles  Monfon— Equerry  to  ha 
royal  highnefs. 

— .  Lady  Anne  Fitzroy  and  ladl 
Elizabeth  Spencer — Ladies  of  he 
bedchamber. 

Dec .  3.  George  Martin  Leakj 
efq. — Chefter  herald. 

—  William  Lindfay,  efq. -Ref 
at  Venice. 

7.  Earl  of  Radnor — Lordlieutl 
nant  of  Berks. 

— .  Captain  John  W.  Payne-3 
Keeper  of  the  privy -feal,  and  prii  | 
cipal  fecretary  to  the  prince  \ 
Wales. 

10.  Hon.  Arthur  Paget  -  Secreta 
of  legation  at  the  court  of  Petei: 
burgh. 

—  .Rev.  Ifaac  Milner,  B.  D.J 
Dean  of  Carlifle. 

1 3 .  Lord  Grenville — R  anger  ail 
keeper  of  St.  James’s  and  Hy 
Parks.  '  [ 

16.  Morton  Eden,  efq.— K.  B.j 

24.  David  Hailes,  efq.  — Envcl 
extraordinary  at  Copenhagen. 

— .  William  Gardiner,  efq.—  M 
nifter  plenipotentiary  at  Vienna,  j 

SHERIFFS  appointed  for  17 91 

Timothy  Hare  Earl,  of  Swallo 

Field  Place. 

Bedfordfhire,  F.  Pym,  of  Haft 

Hall,efqs. 

Bucks,  ftr  Robert  Batefon  Harv 

of  Langley-Park,  bart. 

Cumberiai5< 


r  7 9 1  S  H  E  (R 

Cumberland,  Edmund  Lamplugh 
Irton,  of  Irton. 

Chefhire,  Charles  Watkin  John 
Shakerley,  of  Somerford. 
Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  George 
Thornhill,  of  Diddington,  efqs. 
Cornwalls,  fir  William  Molefworth, 
of  Pencarrow. 

)orfet,  fir  Stephen  Nafli,  of  Lewis¬ 
ton,  baronets. 

>evonfliire,  Walter  Palk,  of  Mar- 
,  leigh. 

)orfetfhire,  John  Calcraft,  of  Remp- 

)erbyfhire,  John  Broadhurff,  of' 
Fofton. 

-flex',  Donald  Cameron,  of  Great 
Ilford. 

fioucefterfhire,  Michael  Flicks 
Breach,  of  Williamfirip. 
ferts,  Mathew  Raper,  of  Afillyns 
Hall. 

[erefordfiiire,  Thomas  Stallard 
Pennoyre,  of  the  Moor. 

;ent,  James  Crake  Brockman,  of 
Beechborough. 

eicefterftiire,  John  Frewen,  of  Cold 
Overton. 

incolnfhire,  Robert  Mitchell  Ro- 
binfon,  of  Flanthorpe. 
I-onmouthfliire,  William  Harrifon, 
of  Ragland. 

forthumberland,  J.  Wood,  of  Bead- 
neli. 

lorthamptonflhire,  fir  William 
Wake,  of  Courteenhall,  bart. 
lOrfolk,  fir  John  Fenn,  of  Eafi  De- 
of  ham,  Knt. 

ottinghamlhire,  George  de  Ligne 
Gregory,  of  Lenton. 
xfordfiiire,  J.  P.  Auriel,  of  Wood- 
cpt. 

fcitlandfiiire,  Thomas  Woods,  the 
younger,  of  Brook. 
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Salop,  Thomas  Pardoe,  of  Faintree. 
Southampton,  county  of,  Charles 
Pole,  of  Wolverton. 

Somerfet,  William  Elton,  of  Win- 
ford. 

Staffordfliire,  Moreton  -  Walhoufe, 
of  Hatherton,  efqs. 

Suffolk,  fir  William  Rowley,  of 
Stoke,  bart. 

Surry,  Henry  Byne  of  Carfhalton. 
Sufliex,  John  Drew,  of  Chichefter. 
Warwick fli ire,  Charles  Palmer,  of 
Ladbrooke. 

Worcefterfhire,  Henry  Wakeman, 
of  Clalmes,  efq. 

Wilts  John  Awdry,  of  Norton,’ efqs, 
York fhi re,  fir  George  Armytage,- 
ofKirklees,  bart. 

WALES. 

Carmarthen,  George  Griffith  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Llywynywermood,  efq. 
Pembroke,  William  Wheeler  Bowen, 
of  Lampfton. 

Cardigan,  David  Hughes,  of  Vey- 
n°g. 

Glamorgan,  John  Richards,  of  Car¬ 
diff. 

Brecon,  Walter  Jeffreys,  of  Brecon, 
Radnor,  Thomas  Jones,  of  Penke- 

rigg- 

Anglefea,  Herbert  Jones,  of  Llyn- 
non. 

Carnarvonfhire,  Thomas  Lloyd,  of’ 
Hendre  Fenws. 

Merioneth,  Griffith  Roberts,  of  Bo¬ 
dy  nllvn. 

Montgomery,  JohnMoxon,  ofVay- 
nor. 

Denbigh fiii re,  Jones  Jones,  of  Cefn- 
coch. 

Flint,  G.  L.  Wardle,  of  Hattfheath, 
efqs. 


'  F  U  C- 
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PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


His  May  efyJs  Speech  lo  hath  Houfes  cf 
Parliament  ‘June  ip,  1 7 9 1  * 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

1 

IN  doling  the  prefent  feffion  of 
parliament,  I  cannot  omit  ex- 
prefling  my  fatjsfa&ion  in  that  zeal 
for  the  public'* interefts  with  which 
you  have  applied  yourfelvey'to  the 
coiifideration  of  the  different  ob¬ 
jects  which  I  recommended  to 
your  attention. 

The  meafurea  which  have  been 
adopted  for  defraying  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  expences  of  the  laft  year,  in 

fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  make  any 

* 

permanent  addition  to  the  public 
burthens,  and  the  provifions  which 
have  been  made  for  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  aud  profperity  of  my  fub- 
jedts  in  C  anada,  call  for  my  particular 
acknowledgments. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Ifoufe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the 
readinefs  with  which  you  have 
granted  the  fuppiies  necelfary  for 
the  public  fervice,  and  for  the-  proof 
of  your  affedionate  attachment,  in 
enabling  me  to  provide  for  a  part 
of  the  charges  of  the  younger 
branches  of  my  family,  out  of  the 
eonfolidated  fund. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

X  am  not  yet  enabled  to  inform 


: 

you  of  the  refult  of  the  heps  which 
I  have  taken  with  a  view  to  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  peace  between  Ruf- 
lici  arid  the  Eorte  :  it  is  my  earneft 
with,  that  this  important  objedt  may  | 
be  effedhuated  in  fuch  a  manner  as*, 
may  contribute  to  the  prefervationj 
ahd  maintenance  of  the  general 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  I  feel,  with 
the  greatefl  fatisfadfion,  the  confi-f 
deuce  which  you  have  repofed  in 
me  ;  and  my  confiant  dndeavours 
will  be  directed  to  the  purfuit  of, 
fuch  meafnres  as  may  appear  to  me 
beft  calculated  to  promote  the  in-j 
terefh  and  happinefs  of  my  people^: 
which  are  infeparable  from  my* 
own. 


Speech  of  the  Earl  cf  IV cf  morel  and, 
Lord  Lieutenant  cf  Ireland ,  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  January ; 
20. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  feme  pleafure  in  acquaint*, 
ingyou,  by  the  king’s  command,  tha 
the  differences  which  had  arifen  be 
tween  his  majefly  and  the  court  or 
Spain  have  happily  been  brought  tc. 
an  amicable  termination.  Copier 
of  ihe  declarations  exchanged  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty’s  ambaffador  ami 
the  mi nifler  of  the  Catholic  king! 
and  of  the  convention  which  ha’ 
been  finee  concluded,  will  be  laid  be:j 
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Had  the  honour  of  his  majefty’s 
crown,  and  the  protection  of  the 
rights  and  intereft  of  the  empire, 
involved  this  kingdom  in  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  the  zeal  manifefted 
by  all  his  fubjeds,  and  by  none 
more  than  his  loyal  people  "of  Ire¬ 
land,  had  left  him  no  doubt  of  the 
moft  vigorous  and  effectual  fupport. 
It  is  a  fource  of  peculiar  fatisfatf  ion 
to  his  majefty,  that  thofe  objedts 
have  been  accompliflied  without  any 
adual  interruption  of  the  bleffinas 
of  peace. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  officers 
to  lay  the  national  accounts  before 
you,  fully  relying  upon  your  accuf- 
tomed  zeal  to  provide  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  hate,  and  the  ho¬ 
nourable  fupport  of  his  majefty’s 
government. 

I  have  alfo  ordered  an  account  rtf 
.he  extraordinaryexpences  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  have  been  incurred  dur- 
ng  the  negociation  which  Spain,  to 
^  before  you  ;  and  I  truft  you 
svill  find  that  the  confidence  you  re¬ 
efed  in  me  has  not  been  mifpla- 
:ed. 

.  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  difpofition  to  facilitate  the 
bufinefs  of  commerce,  and  to  confult 
•he  eafe  of  the  merchants,  will  in¬ 
duce  you  to  confider,  and  if  poffible 
,°  accomplifli,  during  this  feffion, 
fuch  regulations  as  may  tend  to  fim- 
plify  the  collection  of  the  various  ar- 
■icles  of  the  public  revenue. 


The  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Wefmor- 
land,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland , 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  May 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

His  majefty  having  directed  an 
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augmentation  to  be  made  of  hi? 
naval  forces,  in  order  to  add  weight 
to  his  reprefentations  for  the  Te- 
eftablifhment  of  peace  between  Ruf- 
fia  and  the  Porte,  has  commanded 
me  , to  communicate  this  circum- 
ftai?ce  to  his  parliament  of  Ireland, 
on  whofe  zealous  and  affectionate 
attachment  to  the  interefts  of  his 
msjefty’s  crown  his  majefty  places 
the  firmefl  reliance. 

The  unremitted  application  you 
have  given  to  your  parliamentary 
duties,  enables  me  now  to  clofe  the 
feffion,  and  to  relieve  you  from  any 
further  attendance.  'And  I  have 
the  king’s  direction  to  exprefs  his 
perfet  fatisfation  in  the  zeal  and 
difpatch  with  whichyou  have  brought 
the  public  bufinefs  to  a  conclufion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

< 

His  majefty  directs  me  to  thank 
you  for  the  fupplies  which  you 
have  granted  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  eftablifhments,  and  the  honour¬ 
able  fupport  of  his  government. 
They  fhall  be  faithfully  applied  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
granted. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  obferved,  with  peculiar 
fatisfaction,  the  attention  you  have 
fhewn  to  the  interefts  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  by  facilitating  the  bufinefs  of 
the  merchants  in  the  payment  of 
duties,  by  providing  accommodations 
for  the  fhipping  and  trade  of  the 
metropolis,  and  by  extending  the 
operation  of  national  credit.  The 
falutarv  provifions  you  have  made 
to  c  heck  the  immoderate  ufe  offpiri- 
tuousliquors,affordtheftrongeftproof 
of  your  regard  for  the  public  wel¬ 
fare.  Succefs  in  this  defirable  mea- 
fure  can  alone  be  expected  from 
your  continued  and  well-directed 
efforts. 
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I  therefore  truft,  that  in  your  re- 
fpedtive  counties,  you  will  particu¬ 
larly  apply  yourftlves  to  give  effica¬ 
cy  to  the  regulations  you  have 
adopted  upon  this  fubjedf.  On  my 
part,  no  endeavours  (hall  be  wanted 
to  enforce  the  executioti-/)f  laws  fo' 
judicioufly  calculated  to  prefer ve  the 
healths  and  amend  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  to  advance  the  in- 
duftry  and  profperity  of  Ireland. 
To  thele  objedls  my  exertions  are 
-diredted  by  his  m  a  jelly’s  commands, 
and  by  every  impulfe  of  inclination 
and  duty* 


Addrcfs  of  the.  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen , 

and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 

London,  to  the  Duke  of  York,  Dec . 

5  9- 

May  it  plcafe  your  Royal  High- 
nefs, 

We,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons,  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  common-council  affembled, 
ever  firmly  attached  to  the  houfe  of 
’Brunfwick,  feel  the  moil  lively  fa- 
tisfaclion  in  approaching  your  royal 
jhighnefs  with  our  fincere  congratu¬ 
lations  on  your  marriage  with  the 
princefs  royal  of  the  auguft  houfe 
Pruffia. 

Zealous  as  we  are  on  every  oc- 
calion  to  fhevv  our  loyalty  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  your  illuflxious  family, 
we  feel  a  peculiar  fatisfadfion  in  the 
prefent  opportunity  to  teflify  our 
fence  re  joy  at  your  highnefs’s  union 
with  a  princefs  fo  truly  diftinguifli- 
ed. 

That  a  union  fo  aufpicious  may 
long  be  a  fource  of  uninterrupted 
felicity  to  your  highnefs  and  your 
royal  confort,  is  the  ardent  vvifn  of 
the  citizens  of  London. 

Signed  by  Order  of  Court, 
William  Rix. 


ANSWER. 

My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  retubn  you  my  moll  hearty 
thanks  for  thisAddrefs,  fo  full  of  fen-, 
timents  of  attachment; to  the  Houfe 
Brunfwick,  and  of  affeflion  to  me. 

Your  expreflions  of  joy  on  the 
occafion  of  my  marriage  give  me^ 
the  highefl  fatisfadtion,  and  the  city; 
of  London  may  rely  upon  my  un- 
abatingzeal  for  their  welfare  and  pro¬ 
fperity,  and  my  conftant  endeavours 
to  preferve  their  affedtion  and  regard.' 


Addrefs  from  the  fame  to  the  Duchefs 
of  York ,  Dec.  1 9. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Royal  High¬ 
nefs, 

We,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  common  council  affembled,] 
with  peculiar  fatisfadtion  embrace] 
the  earlieft  opportunity  to  greet 
your  royal  highnefs  on  your  fafe( 
arrival  in  this  kingdom,  and  to  offers 
our  warmefl  compliments  of  con¬ 
gratulation  on  your  aufpicious  nup¬ 
tials  with  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
of  York. 

Truly  happy  to  teflify  how  fin- 
cerely  we  participate  in  the  general 
joy,  on  your  royal  highnefs’s  union 
with  an  illuftrious  fon  of  our  be¬ 
loved  iovereign,  we  cannot  but  ex- 
prefs  our  ardent  wifh,  that  you  may] 
long  experience  every  degree  of  fe¬ 
licity  which  can  refult  from  fo  dL  < 
ftinguifhed  an  alliance. 

Signed  by  Order  of  Court, 

William  Rixj 

ANSWER. 

A 

My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemeit  \ 

I  thank-you  for  your  con gratu  ; 
ktions,  fo  expreffive  of  love  andf 
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public 

duty  to  the  king,  our  foverqign  ; 
and  of  affedion  to  the  duke  of  York 
and  myfelf.  They  make  a  great 
imprellion  on  my  mind ;  and  it 
Hiall  be  my  conftant  and  unremit¬ 
ting  ftudy,  to  continue  to  deferve 
the  efteem  of  the  city  of  London. 


Addrefs  to  his  Majeflyffrom  the  High 
Bailiff,  Clergy ,  and  other  principal 
Inhabitants  of  the  To-ivn  and  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Birmingham . 

May  it  pleale  your  Majefty, 

We,  your  majefty’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fuhjeds  the  high  bailiff, 
clergy,  and  other  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  to  a  n  and  neighbourhood 
of  Birmingham,  deeply  fenfible  of 
your  majefty’s  paternal  care  of  all 
your  fubjeds,  beg  leave  moft  hum¬ 
bly  to  approach  your  royal  throne, 
with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  for  the 
recent  inftance  of  that  care  which 
your  majefty  gracioufly  condefcend- 
ed  to  afford  us  during  the  late  riots 
in  this  place,  by  commanding  fuch 
particular  attention  to  be  paid  to 
our  fecurity,  and  direding  fuch 
ample  relief  for  our  neceflities. 

Rejoicing  alfo  in  every  opportu¬ 
nity  of  teftifying  our  loyalty  to  the 
beft  of  fovereigms,  and  our  firm  at- 
tachment  to  that  noble  fabric  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  the 
envy  of  all  other  nations,  as  it  is  the 
glory  of  our  own  ;  we  cannot  neg- 
led  this  occafion  of  pledging  our- 
felves  to  fupport  your  majefty’s  il- 
luftrious  houfe,  and  to  defend  that 
happy  conftitution  both  in  church 
and  ftate,  againft  every  attempt  at 
innovation,  at  the  rilk  of  every  thing 
dear  to  us. 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Protefant  DiJ- 
fenters  of  the  fame  To'-wn. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majefty’s  loyal  and  du- 
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tiful  fubjeds,  the  proteftant  diffent- 
ers  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  majefty  in  a 
moment  of  ferious  afflidion  and  con¬ 
cern,  arifing  not  only  from  our  re¬ 
cent  aggravated  fufferings,  but  from 
our  painful  apprehenfions  left  the 
calumnies  of  our  enemies  fhould  in¬ 
fluence  your  royal  mind,  and  infi¬ 
ll  u  ate  fufpicions  of  our  loyalty  and 
affedion. 

Affured  not  of  our  innocence 
alone,  but  of  our  unalterable  at¬ 
tachment  to  your  auguft  perfon,  anxd 
to  thefucceffion  of  your  royal  houfe, 
we  refpedfuily  claim  your  majefty’s 
continued  protedion  and  favour, 
and  beg  leave  moft  earneftly  to  af- 
fure  your  majefty,  we  have  no 
thoughts  of  difturbing  the  conftitu¬ 
tion.  We  are  the  defendants  of 
thofe  to  whom  (as  the  annals  of 
our  country  will  teftify)  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  which  fecured  to  your  illuftrious 
houfe  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
was  greatly  indebted.  The  civil 
conftitution  of  our  country  is  our 
glory  ;  which  we  have  been  taught 
from  our  infancy  to  revere,  and 
which  we  would  die  to  preferve. 
Indeed,  Sire,  though  deeply  afflid- 
ed  by  the  late  riotous  devaftations, 
and  by  the  want  of  energy  in  the 
civil  power,  yet  we  fpeak  from 
hearts  that  are  aduated  by  the  love 
of  law,  of  peace,  of  order,  and  good 
government.  Senfible  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  goodnefs,  in  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  have  been  adopted 
for  fuppreffmg  the  outrages,  which 
a  lawlefs  banditti  were  fpreading 
through  this  place  and  its  environs, 
we  offer  you  the  vvarmeft  tribute  of 
our  gratitude,  for  the  happy  deli¬ 
verance  we  have  experienced,  by  the 
wifdom  of  the  meafures  planned  by 
your  majefty’s  minifters,  and  by  the 
energy  and  promptitude  with  whicfy 
thev°were  fo  fuccefsfully  executed. 

We  feel  ourfeves  deeply  thank- 
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ful  to  your  majefty,  for  this  very 
beneficial  and  deciflve  inffance  of 
your  royal  attention  ;  and  likewife 
to  your  great  goodnefs,  in  the  mea- 
fures  which  have  fince  been  adopted 
for  difcovering  and'  bringing  to  ex¬ 
emplary  punifhment,  as  well  the  in- 
fiigators,  as  the  perpetrators  of  the 
late  atrocious  violences ;  and  we 
firmlv  and  dutifully  rely  upon  your 
majefty  for  the  continuance  of  it,  as 
well  as  for  the  exercife  of  that  can¬ 
dour  and  magnanimity,  which  will 
refill:  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies,, 
and  continue  to  us  that  protection, 
favour,  and  confidence,  to  which  we 
know  ourfelves  jitftly  entitled. 

That  your  majefly  may  long 
reign  in  peace  and  glory  ;  that  your 
royal  honours  may  for  ages  conti¬ 
nue  to  defcend  to  your  latefl  pofle- 
rity  ;  and  that  the  happinefs  of  Bri¬ 
tain  may  profper  and  improve  itfelf 
under  their  aufpicious  influence,  is 
the  honeft  wifh  and  fervent  prayer 
of,  Sire, 

Your  Majefly’s  mod  loyal  and  du¬ 
tiful  fubjefb, 

«  —  n  -m  .  ■■■  ■  ■■  «■■■■■  ■  ...  .  in  i  H'i 

Proclamation  for  the  Difco-very  of  the 
Puhlijbers  of  a  certain  f edit  ious  Pa¬ 
per,  circulated ,  on  the  wth  of  July , 
in  the  Po’ven  of  Birmingham  * 

George  R. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  re  preferred 
unto  us,  that  on  the  i  i  th  day  of 
this  inflant  July,  a  certain  fcanda- 
lous  and  (’editions  paper  was  printed 
and  publifhed  in  the  town  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  andpublifhed  in  the  parts 
thereunto  adjacent,  in  our  counties 
of  Warwick  and  Worcefter,  of  the 
following  tenor  :  44  My  count ry- 
u  men  !  the  fecond  year  of  Gal- 
4,4  lie  liberty  is  nearly  expired.  At 
44  the  commencement  of  the  third, 


44  on  the  14th  of  this  month,  it  is 
44  devoutly  to  be  wifbed  that  evrrv 
44  enemy  to  civ  1  and  religious  def* 
44  potifm  would  give  his  fanftion  to 
44  the  majeflic  common  caufe,  by  a 
44  public  celebration  of  the  anni- 
44  verfary.  Remember  that,  on 
44  the  14th  of  July,  the  Rafiile,  that 
44  high  altar  and  caftle  of  defpotifm, 
44  fell.  Remember  the  en-thufiafm 
44  peculiar  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
44  with  which  it  was  attacked.  Re- 
44  member  that  generous  humanity 
44  that  taught  the  oppreffed,  groan- 
44  ing  under  the  weight  of  infulted 
44  rights,  to  fave  the  lives  of  oppref- 
44  fors.  Extinguifh  the  mean  pre- 
44  judices  of  nations,  and  let  your 
44  numbers  be  collected,  and  fent  as 
44  a  free-will  offering  to  the  national 
44  affembly.  But  is  it  poflible  to  for- 
44  get  that  your  own  parliament  is 
44  venal  !  Your  minffters  hypocriti- 
44  cal !  Your  clergy  legal  oppreflors ! 
44  The  reigning  family  extravagant  l 
44  The  crown  of  a  certain  great  per- 
44  fonage  becoming  every  day  too 
44  weighty  for  the  head  that  wears 
44  it,  too  weighty  for  the  people  who 
44  gave  it !  Your  taxes  partial  and 
44  exceflive  —  Your  reprefentation  a 
44  cruel  infblt  upmi  the  facred  rights 
44  of  property,  religion,  and  free- 
44  dom.  But  on  the  14th  of  this 
44  month,  prove  to  the  political  fy- 
44  cophants  of  the  day  that  von  re- 
44  verence  the  olive  branch,  that  you 
44  will  facrifice  to  public  tranquil- 
44  ity,  till  the  majority  ftiall  exclaim, 
^  The  peace  of  flavery  is  worfe 
44  than  the  war  of  freedom.  Of 
44  that  moment  let  tyrants  beware  !” 
We,  therefore,  in  order  to  bring  to 
a  fpeedy  condign  punifhment  the 
publifhers  of  the  paper  aforefaid, 
and  that  practices  fo  highly  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  public  tranquility  and 
welfare  may  hereafter  be 'prevented, 
have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  our  council,  to  publifh 
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this  our  royal  proclamation,  hereby 
requiring  and  enjoining  all  juftices 
the  peace,  Sheriffs,  mayors,  bai¬ 
liffs,  coniiables,  and  all  other  our 
loving  fubjefts,  to  be  aiding  and  af- 
lifling  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
in  detecting,  apprehending  and 
wringing  to  juftice  the  publifliers  of 
:he  paper  aforefaid  :  and  for  the 
setter  detection  of  the  faid  publifh- 
?rs,  we  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
:>romife,  that  if  any  perfon  fliall  dif- 
x>ver  any  other  perfon  or  perfons 
toncerned  in  publishing  the  printed 
:>aper  aforefaid,  by  diftributing  the 
fame,  or  otherwife,  fo  as  the  perfons 
fifcovered  may  be  brought  to  juf¬ 
tice  for  the  fame,  ftich  difcoverers 
[hall  have  and  receive  as  a  reward, 
jpon  conviction  of  fuch  offender  or 
offenders,  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  for  each  and  every  fuch  of- 
ender,  and  alfo  our  gracious  par- 
ion,  in  cafe  the  perfon  making  fuch 
iifcoverv  fliall  himfelf  be  liable  to 

a 

)e  profecuted  for  the  fame,  except 
:he  perfon  or  perfons  fo  difcovering 
3e  the  author  or  authors  of  the  pa- 
#r  aforefaid  :  and  the  com  million¬ 
's  for  executing  the  office  of  trea- 
furer  of  our  exchequer  are  hereby 
required  to  make  payment  accord¬ 
ingly  of  the  faid  rewards. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James’s, 
the  27th  day  of  July  1791,  in 
the  thirty -firft  year  of  our 
reign. 

God  five  the  King. 


Letter  of  Infractions  from  M,  Mont- 
morin ,  M  infer  of  F ranee  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Afairs,  font ,  by  Order  of  the 
King,  to  all  his  M  infers  at  Foreign 
Courts ,  April  23. 

SIR, 

The  king  has  charged  me  to  in- 
iQrm  you  or  his  eanidl  defire,  that 
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you  make  known  his  fent'ments  re- 
fpeClingthe  revolution  and  theFrench 
constitution  to  the  court  at  which  you 
refide.  The  fame  orders  are  rranf* 
mitted  to  the  ambaffiadors  and  mi¬ 
nisters  of  France,  at  all  the  courts 
of  Europe,  to  the  end  that  no  doubt 
may  remain  with  regard  to  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  intentions,  his  free  accepta¬ 
tion  of  the  new  form  of  govern¬ 
ment, or  his  irrevocable  oath  to  main¬ 
tain  it.  His  majefty  convoked  the 
llates-general  of  his  kingdom,  and 
refolved  in  his  council,  that  ti  e  com¬ 
mons  fnould,  in  that  alfembly,  have 
a  number  of  deputies  equal  to  thofe 
of  the  two  other  orders  there  exitt- 
ing.  This  aCt  of  provisional  legi- 
flation,  which  the  circumftances  of 
the  times  did  not  allow  to  be  more 
favourable,  Sufficiently  announced 
his  majeftv’s  with  to  reftore  to  the 
nation  all  its  rights. 

The  ftates-general  met,  and  took 
£he  title  of  the  National  A.ffimbly  ; 
and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  a  con¬ 
stitution  fit  to  fecure  the  happinefs 
of  France,  and  of  the  monarch,  took 
place  of  the  ancient  order  of  things, 
under  which  the  apparent  power  of 
the  kingdom  onlv  Served  to  conceal 
the  real  power  of  the  abules  of  cer¬ 
tain  ariftocratic  bodies. 

The  national  affiembly,  the  form 
of  a  representative  government,  con¬ 
joined  with  an  hereditary  monarchy, 
the  legiflati ve  body,  was  declared  to 
be  permanent ;  the  choice  of  the 
ministers  of  pubric  worShip,  of  ma- 
giftrates,  and  judges,  was  given  to 
the  people  ;  the  executive  power 
was  conferred  on  the  king,  the  for¬ 
mation  of  laws  on  the  legiflative  bo¬ 
dy,  and  the  power  of  function  on  the 
monarch;  the  public  force,  both 
internal  and  external,  vfras  organized 
on  the  principles,  and  in  conformi¬ 
ty  to  the  fundamental  difti  nation  of 
powers :  fuch  is  the  new  constitution 
of  the  kingdom. 

(E  3) 
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That  which  is  called  a  revolution, 
is  no  more  than  the  abrogarion  of 
numerous  abuies,  that  have  been 
accumulating  for  ages,  through  the 
errors  of  the  people,  or  the  power  of 
the  minifters,  which  was  never  the 
power  of  the  king. Thofe  abufes  were 
no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  monarch 
than  to  the  nation.  Thofe  abufes,  au¬ 
thority,  under  happy  reigns,  had 
never  ceafed  to  attack,  but  without 
the  power  to  deftroy.  They  exift 
no  longer.  The  nation,  now  the 
fovereign,  has  no  citizens  but  fuch 
as  are  equal  in  rights;  no  defpot 
but  the  law  ;  no  minifters  but  pub¬ 
lic  minifters,  and  of  thofe  minifters 
the  king  is  the  chief.  Such  is  the 
French  revolution. 

This  revolution  muft  naturally 
have  for  its  enemies  all  thofe  who, 
in  the  firft  moment  of  error,  regret, 
on  account  of  their  private  intereft, 
the  abufes  of  the  ancient  govern¬ 
ment.  Hence  the  apparent  divifjon 
in  the  kingdom,  which  is  daily  be¬ 
coming  lefs;  hence  perhaps  fome 
fevere  laws  and  circumftances  which 
time  will  correct ;  but  the  king, 
whofe  true  power  can  never  be  di- 
ftindl  from  that  of  the  nation,  who 
has  no  aim  but  the  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  no  authority  but  that 
which  is  delegated  to  him  ;  the  king 
has  adopted,  without  hefitation,  a 
happy  conftitution,  which  will  at 
once  regenerate  his  authority,  the 
nation,  and  the  monarchy.  All  his 
powers  are  preferved  to  him,  except 
the  dreadful  power  of  making  laws. 
He  remains  charged  with  the  pow¬ 
er  of  negociating  with  foreign  pow¬ 
ers,  with  the  care  of  defending  the 
kingdom,  and  repelling  its  ene¬ 
mies  ;  but  the  French  nation  will 
in  future  haye  no  external  enemies 
bVjt  it§  aggreffors,  no  internal  enemies 
but  thofe  who,  Hill  flattering  them- 
felves  with  vain  hopes,  believe  that 
e  \vill  qf  twenty -four  millions  of 
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men,  reftored  to  their  natural 
rights,  after  having  organized  the 
kingdom  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
leave  only  the  memory  of  ancient 
form  and  abufes,  is  not  an  immove¬ 
able  and  irrevocable  conftitution. 

The  moft  dangerous  of  thofe  ene¬ 
mies  are  they  who  affedt  to  diflemi- 
nate  doubts  of  the  intentions  of  the 
monarch.  They  are  much  to 
blame,  or  much  deceived.  They 
fuppofe  themfelves  the  only  friends 
of  the  king,  and  they  are  the  only 
enemies  of  royalty.  They  would 
have  deprived  the  king  of  the  love 
and  the  confidence  of  a  great  na¬ 
tion,  if  his  principles  and  his  pro¬ 
bity  had  been  lets  known.  What 
has  the  king  not  done  to  fliew  that 
he  considered  both  the  revolution 
and  the  French  conftitution  as  his 
titles  to  glory  ?  After  having  ac^ 
cepted  and  fandtioned  all  the  laws, 
he  has  neglected  no  means  of  con- 
ling  them  to  be  executed.  Since  > 
the  month  of  February,  of  the  year 
preceding,  he  has  prom i fed  in  the 
midft  of  the  national  aflembly  ta» 
maintain  them.  Fie  has  taken  an 
oath  to  do  fo  in  the  midft  of  the 
general  federation  of  the  kingdom. 
Dignified  by  the  title  of  the  Reftorer 
of  French  Liberty,  he  will  tranfmit 
to  his  Ion  more  than  a  crown — he 
will  tranfmit  a  Conftitutional  Roy¬ 
alty. 

The  enemies  of  the  conftitution 
are  conftantly  repeating  that  the 
king  is  not  happy  ;  as  if  it  were 
pofiible  for  a  king  tp  enjoy  any 
happinefs  but  the  happinefs  of  hisj 
people.  They  fay  that  hfs  autho-! 
rity  is  leftened,  as  if  authority  found¬ 
ed  on  force,  were  not  lefs  powerful, 
and  more  precarious,  than  autho¬ 
rity  founded  on  law.  They  fay 
*  that  the  king  13  not  free  —  a  calumny 
atrocious,  if  they  fupppfe  that  his 
will  muft  be  conftrained  :  abfurd?. 

if  they  take  for  a  want  of  freedom 
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the  confent  repeatedly  exprefled  by 
his  majefty  to  remain  among  the 
citizens  of  Paris ;  a  confent  that 
was  due  to  their  patriotifm,  even  to 
their  fears,  but  above  all  to  their 
love. 

Thofe  calumnies,  however,  have 
reached  foreign  courts;  they  have 
been  repeated  there  by  Frenchmen, 
who  are  voluntary  exiles  from  their 
country,  inftead  of  fharing  its  glory, 
and  who,  if  they  were  not  enemies, 
have  deferted  their  ftation  as  citizens. 
The  king,  fir,  charges  you  to  defeat 
their  intrigues  and  their  p:  nje&s.The 
fame  calumnies,  while  they  fpread 
the  falfeft  ideas  refpedling  the  French 
revolution,  have  rendered  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  French  travellers  fiifpedfced 
by  feveral  nations ;  and  the  king 
exprefsly  orders  you  to  protect  and 
defend  them.  Reprefent  the  French 
Conftitutjon  in  the  fame  light  as 
that  in  which  the  king  views  it ;  and 
leave  no  doubt  of  his  intention  to 
maintain  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power.  By  fecuring  the  liberty  and 
the  equality  of  the  citizens,  that 
conftitution  founds  the  national 
profperity  on  the  moft  immoveable 
balls ;  it  confirms  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity  by  the  law  ;  it  prevents,  by  a 
glorious  revolution,  the  revolution 
which  the  abufes  of  the  old  govern¬ 
ment  would  probably  loon  have  ef¬ 
fected  by  a  difiolution  of  the  em¬ 
pire;  and  finally,  it  wifi  conftitute 
the  happinefs  of  the  king.  To 
juftify  it,  to  defend  it,  and  to  con- 
fider  it  as  the  rule  of  vour  conduct, 
ought  to  be  your  firft  and  moft  im¬ 
portant  duty. 

I  have  frequently  before  commu¬ 
nicated  to  you  his  majefty’s  fenti- 
ments  on  this  head  ;  but,  after  the 
information  be  has  received  of  the 
opinion  endeavoured  to  be  eftabli  fil¬ 
ed  in  foreign  courts  refpedting  what 
is  paffing  in  France,  he  has  ordered 
ipe  to  make  known  the  contents  of 


this  letter  to  the  court  at  which 
you  refide ;  and  that  it  may  be  Hill 
more  public,  his  majefty  has  ordered 
it  to  be  printed. 

(Signed)  Mont  morin  ft 

April  23,  1791. 


Fhe  King’s  Proclamation  on  his  Depart 
ture  from  Fans ,  'June  2C. 

While  the  king  could  hope  to  fee 
order  and  happinefs  reftored  by  the 
means  employed  by  the  national  af- 
fembly,  and  by  his  own  refidence 
near  that  aflembly,  he  fubmitted  to 
every  facrifice ;  he  was  even  con¬ 
tent  to  bear  the  lofs  of  his  liberty, 
of  which  he  has  been  deprived  fince 
the  month  of  October  1789  ;  but 
now,  when  the  refult  of  all  thefe 
obfervations  is  found  to  be  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  royalty,  the  violation 
of  property,  the  invafion  of  perfo- 
nal  fecurity,  the  eftablifiiment  of  a 
complete  anarchy  in  every  part  of 
the  empire,  without  any  appearance 
of  an  authority  fufficient  to  reftrain 
it  ;  the  king,  after  protefting  againft 
all  the  acts extorted  from  him  during 
his  captivity,  thinks  proper  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  eyes  of  Frenchmen  an  ac* 
count  of  his  conduit. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1789,  the 
king,  relying  on  his  own  integrity, 
came,  without  any  apprehenfion,  a- 
mong  the  Parifians.  In  the  month  of 
Odtober  of  the  fame  year,  fully  in¬ 
formed  of  the  intentions  of  the  fac¬ 
tious,  he  dreaded  left  a  handle  ftiould 
be  made  of  this  departure,  in  order 
to  foment  a  civil  war.  It  is  univer- 
Tally  known  with  what  impunity- 
crimes  were  then  committed. 

The  king  yielded  to  the  with  ex* 
prefted  by  the  army  of  Parifians  j 
came,  with  his  family,  to  refide  in 
the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries ;  no¬ 
thing  was  prepared  for  his  recep* 
(E  4)  tiQflJ 
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tion  ;  and  the  king,  far  from  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  accommodations  to 
which  in  ^his  other  palaces  he  was 
accuftomed,  did  not  even  pdffefs 
common  conveniencies.  In  fpite 
of  every  conftraint,  he  thought  pro¬ 
per,  the  day  after  his  arrival,  to  give 
the  provinces  afliirance  of  his  reft- 
dence  at  Paris.  A  more  painful  fa- 
crifice  was  ftill  exaCted  ;  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  remove  hjs  Gardes  du 
Corps,  of  whofe  fidelity  he  was  af- 
fured  ;  two  of  them  were  maffacred, 
and  feveral  wounded  in  executing’ 
the  orders,  which  they  had  received, 
not  to  fire.  All  the  art  of  the  faCti- 
ous  was  employed  to  reprefent,  in 
the  worft  light,  a  faithful  queen, 
whofe  conduct  had  been  uniformly 
unexceptionable  ;  it  is  even  evident 
that  all  thefe  machinations  were  di¬ 
rected  againft  the  king  himfelf.  It 
is  to  the  foldiers  of  the  French 
guards,  and  the  Parifian  national 
guard,  that  the  care  of  the  king’s 
perfon  has  been  committed  under 
command  of  the  municipality  of 
Paris,  from  whom  the  commander- 
general  derives  his  authority.  The 
king  has  thus  found  himfelf  a  pri- 
foner  in  his  own  ftate  ;  for  what  other 
name  can  be  given  to  him,  who  is 
forcibly  furrounded  by  perfons 
whom  he  fufpeCts  ?  It  is  not  in  or¬ 
der  to  criminate  the  Parifian  na¬ 
tional  guard  that  he  repeats  this 
detail,  but  in  order  to  ftate  the  real 
faffs ;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  ready 
to  do  juftice  to  their  attachment, 
when  not  under  the  influence  of  the 
faftious.  The  king  ordered  the 
convocation  of  the  ftates-general  ; 
to  the  third  eftate,  he  granted  the 
privilege  of  a  double  reprefentation. 
The  union  of  the  orders,  the  fa  ori¬ 
fices  of  the  23d  of  June,  all  have 
been  his  work  ;  but  his  efforts  have 
been  flighted  and  perverted.  When 
the  ftates-general  affumed  the  name 
of  the  national  aflembly,  they  revi-' 


ved  the  plots  of  the  faClious  in  fe¬ 
veral  provinces ;  they  revived  thofe  I 
attempts  that  had  been  made  to  re- 
verfe  the  inftruCtions  of  their  con-  I 
ftituents,  which  appointed  laws  to  be  I 
enaCted  in  concert  with  the  king.  | 
The  affembly  have  removed  the 
king  from  the  conftitution,  by  de«  ; 
nying  him  the  privilege  of  fanCtion- 
ing  conftitutional  aCts;  in  which  1 
clafs  they  ranked  whatever  aCts  they  1 
thought  proper,  reftriCting  to  the  1 
third  iegiflative  body  the  privilege  | 
of  refuting  its  fanCtion.  They  have  ! 
given  him  twenty-five  millions,  I 
which  are  entirely  abforbed  by  the  J 
neceflary  expences  of  his  houfehold.  \ 
They  have  left  him  the  profits  only  j 
of  certain  domains,  faddled  with  op- 
prefiive  forms  ;  and  have  deprived  1 
him  of  the  patrimony  of  his  ancef- 
tors  ;  they  took  care  not  to  com¬ 
prehend,  in  the  article  of  expence,  ! 
thofe  fervices  done  to  the  kin  g,  as  ^  I 
they  were  not  infeparable  from  thofe  j 
of  the  ftare.  Let  the  different  parts  ; 
of  the  adminiftratio'n  be  examined,  ■ 
it  will  be  found  that  the  king  has  1 
no  longer  a  fliare ;  he  has  no  part  I 
in  enaCting  laws  ;  he  cai  only  in¬ 
treat  the  aflembly  to  dire#  their  at-  ! 
tention  to  fuch  and  fuch  fubjeCts, '! 
In  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  no¬ 
thing  is  left  for  him,  but  to  difpatch 
the  commiflions  of  the  judges,  and 
to  name  the  commiffaries  of  the 
king,  whofe  functions  are  much  lefs 
confiderable  than  thofe  of  the  an¬ 
cient  procurators- general.  The  pub¬ 
lic  part  has  been  committed  to  new 
officers ;  and  one  perogative  ftiJi 
remaining,  the  raoft  valuable  of  all, 
that  of  pardoning  and  remitting 
punifhments,  has  been  taken  away 
from  the  king,  and  is  now  veiled  in 
jpries,  in  confequence  of  their  pri¬ 
vilege  of  explaining,  according  to 
their  pleafure,  the  fenfe  of  the  law. 
Thus  the  royal  majefty  is  impaired, 
to  which  the  people  formerly  had 
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recourfe,  as  to  the  common  centre 
of  goodnefs  and  beneficence.  The 
internal  adminiftration  of  the  de¬ 
partments  is  embarraffed  by  wheels 
which  obftruft  the  *  motion  of  the 
machine ;  and  the  fuperintendance 
of  minifters  is  reduced  to  nothing. 

The  focieties  of  friends  of  the 
conftitution  are  much  more  power¬ 
ful,  and  engrofs  every  pai  t  of  the 
a&ive  adminiftration.  The  king 
has  been  declared  fupreme  head  of 
the  army  ;  however,  every  thing 
has  been  done  by  the  committees  of 
the  national  affembly,  without  his 
participation  ;  they  have  granted  to 
the  king  the  nomination  of  fome 
places,  yet  the  choice  which  he  has 
made,  has  experienced  contradic¬ 
tions;  he  has  been  obliged  to  re- 
vife  the  operations  of  the  ceneral 
officers  of  the  army,  becaufe  their 
choice  difpleafed  clubs;  to  them 
only  are  to  be  attributed  the  greater 
number  of  the  revolts  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  :  when  an  army  no  longer 
refpe&s  its  officers,  it  becomes  the 
terror  and  firebrand  of  the  ffate  ; 
the  king  has  always  been  of  opinion 
that  officers  ought  to  be  punifhed  as 
foldiers,  and  that  the  road  to  pro¬ 
motion  ought  no  lefs  to  be  open  to 
the  latter,  according  to  their  defert. 
As  to  the  foreign  affairs,  they  have 
granted  to  the  king  the  nomination 
of  ambaffadors,  and  the  conduct  of 
negotiations  ;  but  they  have  taken 
from  him  the  right  of  making  war; 
they  ought  not  however  to  have  fuf- 
pe<ffed  that  he  would  ever  declare 
War  without  fpecial  reafon.  The 
right  of  making  peace  is  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  fort.  The  king  wifhes  only 
to  a£l  in  concert  with  the  nation  ; 
but  what  power  will  enter  into  ne- 
gociations,  when  the  right  of  revi- 
nng  them  fhall  belong  to  the  nation- 
si  affembly  ? 

Independently  of  the  neceffary 
If^recy,  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
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preferve  in  an  affembly  whofe  deli¬ 
berations  are  public,  who  would 
choofe  to  ffipulate  engagements,  ex¬ 
cept  the  perfons  with  whom  they 
were  formed  had  the  power  of  rati¬ 
fying  them  ?  With  refpeft  to  fi* 
nances,  the  king  has  recognized  be-, 
fore  the  ftates-general  the  right 
which  the  nation  has  of  granting 
fubfides,  and  in  this  refpedl  he  com¬ 
plied,  on  the  23d  of  June,  with  eve¬ 
ry  thing  that  had  been  demanded. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  the  king 
requefted  the  affembly  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ffate  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  ;  they  deferred  it  too  long  ; 
they  have  not  yet  a  juft  ffatement  of 
the  receipt  and  expenditure  ;  they 
allowed  themfelves  to  go  into  hypo¬ 
thetical  calculations;  the  ordinary 
taxes  are  in  arrear,  and  the  refource 
which  has  been  employed  of  the 
twelve  hundred  millions  of  affignats 
is  almoft  exhaufted  ;  they  have  left 
to  the  king  nothing  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  but  a  barren  nomination  ;  he 
knew  the  difficulty  of  this  part  of 
the  adminiftration  ;  and  if  it  were 
poftible  that  this  machine  could  have 
been  put  in  motion  without  his  di¬ 
rect  fuperintendance,  his  majefty 
would  only  have  regretted  that  there 
was  no  diminution  of  the  impofts  ; 
an  objedf  which  he  defired,  and  in 
which,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Ame¬ 
rican  w^ar,  he  fhould  moft  certainly 
have  fucceeded. 

The  king  has  been  declared  fu¬ 
preme  head  of  the  adminiftration  of 
the  kingdom,  and  he  has  been  able 
to  change  nothing  without  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  affembly.  The  chiefs 
of  the  prevailing  party  have  thrown 
out  filch  defiance  againft  the  agents 
of  the  king,  and  the  penalties  de¬ 
nounced  againft  prevarications  have 
occafioned  fo  much  alarm,  that  thete 
agents  have  remained  without  force. 
The  form  of  government  is  in  two 
refpedts  particularly  faulty  ;  the  af¬ 
fembly 


PAPERS. 


(74)  PUBLIC 

fembly  exceeds  the  limits  of  its  pow¬ 
er  in  interfering  in  judice  and  the 
internal  adminidration  :  by  its 
committee  of  refearches  it  exercifes 
the  moil  barbarous,  of  all  defpo- 
tifms.  It  has  edablifhed  affocia- 
tions,  known  by  the  name  of  friends 
of  the  conditution, which  prefent  cor¬ 
porations  infinitely  more  dangerous 
than  the  ancient ;  they  deliberate  on 
every  part  of  the  government,  and 
exercife  a  power  of  fuch  preponder¬ 
ance,  that  all  the  bodies,  and  even 
the  affembly  itfelf,  can  do  nothing 
except  by  their  order.  The  king 
'does  not" think  it  poffble  to  pre- 
ferve  fuch  a  government.  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  period  of  the  labours 
of  the  affembly  approaches,  the 
fages  of  vyhom  it  is  compofed  lofe 
their  credit.  The  new  regulations, 
indead  of  pouring  balm  upon  the 
wounds,  on  the  contrary  inflame 
their  malignity  ;  a  thoufand  jour¬ 
nals  and  libellous  pamphlets  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  diforder,  which  the  affem- 
bly  is  unable  to  remedy  :  their  la¬ 
bours  tend  only  to  a  government, 
metaphvfical  in  its  principles,  and 
impracticable  in  its  execution. 

Frenchmen  !  is  it  this  which  you 
intended  by  fending  your  reprefen- 
tatives  ?  Did  you  defire  that  the 
defpotifm  of  clubs  fliould  replace 
the  monarchy  under  which  the 
kingdom  hau  profpered  during  fotir- 
teen  hundred  years  ?  1  he  attach¬ 
ment  of  Frenchmen  to  their  mo¬ 
narch  is  ranked  among  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  virtues.  He  has  receiv¬ 
ed  marks  of  it  too  affedting  to  be 
ever  forgotten.  The  king  would 
not  bring  forward  the  following, 
were  it  not  to  reprefent  to  his  faith¬ 
ful  fubjedts  the  difpofltion  of  the 
factious.  The  people  kept  in  pay 
for  the  triumph  of  M.  Necker,  af¬ 
fected  not  to  pronounce  the  name  of 
king;  they,  at  this  period,  perfecu- 
ted  the  archbifhop  of  Faris  ;  a  cou¬ 


rier  of  the  king  was  (lopped,  fearch* 
ed,  and  the  letters  which  he  carried 
broke  open  ;  at  this  time  the  af¬ 
fembly  feem  to  infult  the  king ;  it 
was  determined  to  carry  to  Paris 
the  words  of  peace;  during  his 
journey,  they  (lopped,  in  order  to 
fupprefs  any  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi., 
They  even  made  a  motion  to  carry 
off,  and  to  put  the  queen  in  a  con-, 
vent ;  this  motion  was  applauded. 
On  the  nights  of  the  4  th  and  5  th, 
when  it  was  propofed  to  the  affem- 1 
bly  to  repair  to  the  king,  it  was  repli¬ 
ed  that,  confidently  with  its  dignity, 
it  could  not  remove  :  from  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  feenes  of  horror  were  re¬ 
newed.  On  the  arrival  of  the  king 
at  Paris,  an  innocent  perfon  was 
maffacred  almod  within  his  fight,, 
in  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries ; 
all  thofe  who  had  declared  againd 
religion  and  the  throne,  received 
the  honours  of  a  triumph.  At  the 
Fcederation,  upon  the  14th  of  July,] 
the  national  affembly  declared,  that 
the  king  was  the  chief,  by  which  it 
was  implied,  that  they  had  a  right, 
to  name  another.  His  family  was 
placed  in  a  dtuation  apart  from 
himlelf,  but  that  was,  notwithftand-j 
ing,  one  of  the  happied  moments 
they  have  paffed  dnee  their  day  in 
Paris. 

Afterward,  when,  on  account  of 
their  religion,  Mefdames,  the  king’s 
aunts,  wifhed  to  go  to  Rome,  their 
journey  was  oppofed,  in  contradict 
tion  to  the  declaration  of  rights; 
and  both  at  Bellevue  and  Arnay  le 
Due,  the  orders  of  the  affembly 
were  neceffary  to  releafe  them,  thofe, 
of  the  king  being  defpifed.  In  the  tu¬ 
mult  fadlioudy  excited  at  Vincennes, \ 
the  perfons  who  remained  ^about 
the  king  were  ill  treated,  and  theyl 
carried  their  audacity  fo  far  as  tel 
break  the  arms  of  thefe  perfons  in| 
the  prefence  of  his  majedy. 

Upon  the  king’s  recovery  from! 
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is  illncfs,  he  intended  to  go  to  St. 
floud,  and  was  detained.  In  vain 
.id  M.  de  la  Fayette  endeavour 
o  protect  his  departure  ;  the  faith- 
ul  fervants  who  furrounded  his 
najefty  were  torn  away  from  him, 
nd  he  was  taken  back  to  his  prifon. 
afterward  he  was  obliged  to  difmifs 
iis  confeffor,  to  approve  the  letter 
»f  the  minifter  to  the  foreign  pow- 
:rs,  and  to  attend  mafs  performed 
)y  the  new  recftor  of  St.  Germain 
\uxerrois.  Thus,  perceiving  the 
rnpoffibility  of  averting  any  public 
;vil,  by  his  influence,  it  is  natural 
hat  he"  fhould  feek  of  place  a  fafety 
or  himfelf. 

Frenchmen  !  and  you  the  good 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  diftruft  the 
uggeftions  of  the  factious ;  return 
o  your  king,  who  will  always  be 
irour  friend ;  your  holy  religion 
hall  be  refpe&ed  ;  your  government 
dared  upon  a  permanent  footing  ; 
md  liberty  exlabliHied  upon  a  ie- 
;ure  bads. 

Paris,  June  20,  1791. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

P.  S.  The  king  forbids  nis  mi- 
nifters  to  fign  any  order  in  his  name, 
until  they  fliall  have  received  his 
further  directions  ;  and  enjoins  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  to  fend  them  to 
hjm,  when  required,  on  his  behalf. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

Addrefs  on  the  fame  Subject,  from  the 

hational  Afemkly  to  the  French 

Nation, 

A  great  attempt  has  juft  been 
made.  The  national  aftembly 
was  near  the  conclufton  of  its 
long  labours  ;  the  conftitution 
Was  almoft  completed ;  the  tumults 
of  the  revolution  were  about  to 
peafe ;  and  the  enemies  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  welfare  were  eager,  therefore, 
fo  ftcrifice  the  whole  nation  to  their 
Vengeance.  The  king  and  the 
fqyal  family  were  carried  off  on  the 


(75) 

2cft  inft.  But  your  reprefentatives 
will  triumph  over  all  thefe  obftacles. 
They  eftimate  calmly  the  extent  of 
the  duties  impofed  upon  them. 
The  public  liberty  fliall  be  main¬ 
tained  ;  confpirators  and  flaves  fliall 
underftand  the  intrepidity  of  the 
French  nation,  and  we  make,  in 
the  name  of  the  nation,  a  folemn 
engagement  to  avenge  the  law,  or 
to  die. 

France  would  be  free,  and  (he 
fliall  be  fo.  It  is  intended  to  make 
the  revolution  recede,  but  it  recedes 
not.  It  is  the  effeCI  of  your  will, 
and  nothing  can  retard  its  progrefs. 
It  is  neceffary  to  accommodate  the 
law  to  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom. 
The  king,  in  the  conftitution,  exer- 
cifes  the  power  of  the  royal  famftion 
over  the  decrees  of  the  legiflative 
body  ;  he  is  the  head  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  am4,  in  that  capacity, 
caufes  the  laws  to  be  executed  by  hit 
minifter. 

If  he  quits  his  poft,  although 
carried  off  againft  his  will,  the  re¬ 
prefentatives  of  the  nation  have  the 
right  to  fupply  his  place.  The  na- 
rional  affembly  has  in  confequence 
decreed,  that  the  feal  of  ftate,  and 
the  fignature  of  the  minifters  of 
juftice,  fliall  be  added  to  all  its  de¬ 
crees  to  give  them  the  character  of 
laws.  As  no  order  of  the  king 
would  have  been  executed,  without 
being  counterfigned  by  the  refpon- 
ftble  minifter,  nothing  was  neceffary 
but  a  Ample  delegation  by  the  af¬ 
fembly  to  authorise  him  to  fign  the 
orders,  and  thofe  only  iffued  by 
them.  In  this  circumftance  they 
have  been  directed  by  the  conftitu- 
tional  law  relative  to  a  regency, 
which  authorifes  them  to  perform  the 
functions  of  the  executive  power, 
until  the  nomination  of  a  regent. 

By  thele  meafures  your  repre¬ 
fentatives  have  enfured  order  to  the 
interior  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and^ 
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to  repuKe  any  attack  from  without, 
they  acid  to  the  army  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  three  hundred  thoufand  na¬ 
tional  guards. 

The  citizens  then  have,  on  all 
fides,  the  means  of  fecurity.  Let 
them  not  be  overcome  by  their  fur- 
prife  ;  the  conftituent  sffembly  is 
upon  its  duty;  the  conftituted  pow¬ 
ers  are  in  adivity ;  the  citizens  of 
Paris,  the  national  guards,  whofe 
patriotifm  and  fidelity  are  above  all 
praife,  watch  round  your  repre¬ 
sentatives  ;  the  adive  citizens 
throughout  the  kingdom  are  in 
arms,  and  France  may  wait  for  its 
enemies. 

Are 'they  to  fear  the  confequences 
of  a  writing,  fc  reed  before  his  de¬ 
parture,  frem  a  feduced  king?  It  is 
difficult  to  conceive  the  ignorance 
and  blindnefs  that  have  didated 
this  writing,  which  may  deferve  to 
be  further  di  feu  fled  hereafter  ;  at 
prefent,  vour  reprefent  Fives  con¬ 
tent  thcmfelves  with  examining 
fome  pai  ocular  fentiments. 

The  national  afl'emblv  has  made 
a  folemn  proclamation  of  political 
truth,  and  of  rights,  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  which  will  one  day 
produce  the  happinefs  of  the  human 
race;  to  engage  them  to  renounce 
this  declaration  of  rights,  the  theory 
of  11a very  itfelf  has  been  prefented  to 
them. 

Frenchmen!  we  have  no  fear  in 
recalling  to  your  memories  the  fa¬ 
mous  day  of  the  23d  June  1789,  that 
day  on  which  the  chief  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  the  firft  public  func¬ 
tionary  of  the  nation,  dared  to  dic¬ 
tate  his  abfolute  will  to  your  repre- 
fentatives,  charged  by  your  orders  to 
form  a  conftitution.  The  national  af- 
fembly  lamented  the  diforders  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  cth  of  Odober,  and 
direded  the  profecutionof  theperfons 
guilty  cf  them  ;  but,  becaufe  it  was 
difficult  to  difeover  feme  rioters 


among  fuch  a  multitude  of  people, 
they  are  faid  to  have  approved  all 
their  crimes.  The  nation  is,  how¬ 
ever,  more  juft.  It  has  not  re¬ 
proached  Louis  XVI.  with  the  vio¬ 
lences  that  have  occurred  under  his 
reign  and  thofe  of  his  anceftors. 

They  are  not  afraid  to  call  to  your 
recoiledion  the  federation  of  July. 
What  are  the  ftatements  of  the  per- 
fons  who  have  didated  the  letter  of 
the  king,  with  refped  to  this  auguftj 
ad  ?  I  bat  the  firft  public  fundion-j 
ary  was  obliged  to  put  himfelf  atj 
the  head  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation,  in  the  midft  of  the  de¬ 
puties  of  all  the  kingdom.  Hej 
took  a  folemn  oath  to  maintain  the 
conftitntion.  If  the  king  does  notl 
hereafter  declare,  that  his  good  faith 
has  been  furprifed  by  feditious  per- 
fons,  he  has,  of  courfe,  announced 
his  own  perjury  to  the  whole  world  ! 
1$  it  neceffary  to  go  through  thet 
fatigue  of  an  five  ring  the  other  re- 

o  o 


proaches  of  this  letter  ? 

The  king  is  faid  to  have  experien-i 
ced  fome  inconveniences  in  his  refi«| 
dence  at  Paris,  and  not  to  haves 
found  the  fame  pleafures  as  former-1 
ly  ;  by  which  it  is  implied,  nc 
doubt,  that  a  nation  ought  to  rege-j 


nerate  itfelf  without  any  agitation, 


without  difturbing  for  an  inftant 
the  pleafures  and  the  indulgences 
of  courts.  As  to  the  add  relies  ol 
congratulation  and  adherence  to 
your  decrees,  thefe,  fay  they,  are  the 
work  of  the  fadious — Yes — no 
doubt,  of  twenty- fix  millions  of  the 
fadious  ! 

It  was  neceffary  to  reconftitute  all 
powers,  becaufe  all  the  powers  were 
corrupted,  and  becaufe  the  alarming 
debts  accumulated  by  the  defpotifm , 
and  the  diforders  of  government,' 
would  have  overwhelmed  the  na-c 
tion.  But  docs  not  royalty  exift| 
for  the  people  ?  And  if  a  great  na-: 


tion  obliges  itftjf  to  maintain  it 
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not  folely  becaufe  it  is  believed  to 
ufeful  ?  The  conftitution  has  left 
the  king  this  glorious  preroga- 
e,  and  has  confirmed  to  him  the 
ly  authority  which  he  fit  on  Id  de- 
e  to  exercife.  Would  not  vour 
arefentatives  have  been  culpable, 
they  had  facrificed  twenty  fix 
illions  to  the  intereft  of  one  man  ? 
The  labour  of  citizens  fupports 
2  power  of  the  ftate  ;  but  the 
ixim  of  abfolute  power  is  to  con- 
er  the  public  contributions  as  a 
bt  paid  to  defpotifm.  The  na- 
inal  aflembly  has  regulated  its  ex- 
nces  with  the  ftrifteft  juftice ; 
ey  thought  themfelves  bound, 
ten  afting  in  the  name  of  the  na- 
>n,  to  aft  munificently,  and  when 
ey  were  to  determine  what  part  of 
e  public  contributions  fhould  be 
owed  to  the  firft  funftionarv, 
irtv  millions  were  allotted  for 

J 

m  and  the  royal  family  ;  but  this 
reprefented  as  a  trifling  fufn  ! 

The  decrees  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
ace  and  war  have  taken  from  the 
ng  and  his  minifters  the  power  of 
crificing  the  people  to  the  caprices 
courts,  and  the  definitive  ratifi- 
tion  of  treaties  is  referved  to  the 
prefentatives  of  the  nation.  The 
fs  of  a  prerogative  is  complained 
.  What,  prerogative?  That  of 
>t  being  obliged  to  confult  the 
itional  will,  when  the  blood  and 
e  fortunes  of  citizens  were  to  be 
crificed.  Who  can  know  the  with 
id  the  interefts  of  the  nation  better 
an  the  legiflative  body  ?  It  is 
idled  to  make  war  with  impunity, 
it  have  we  not  had,  under  the  an- 
“nt  government,  fufficient  experi- 
ice  of  the  terrible  effects  produced 
1  the  ambition  of  minifters? 

We  are  accufed  of  having  def¬ 
iled  the  king,  in  forming  the  ju- 
cial  power,  as  if  he,  king  of  a  great 
ition,  ought  to  appear  in  the  ad- 
‘iniftration  of  juftice,  for  any  other 


purpofe  than  that  of  caufing  the  law 
to  be  obferved,  and  its  judgments 
executed?  It  is  wiftied  that  he 
fhould  have  the  right  of  granting 
pardons  and  changing  punifhments  ; 
but  does  not  all  the  world  know, 
how  fuch  a  right  would  be  exer- 
cifed,  and  upon  whom  the  benefit 
of  it  would  fall?  The  king  could 
not  exercife  it  by  himfelf,  and  after 
having  prohibited  royal  defpotifm, 
it  was  very  natural  to  prohibit  that 
of  the  minifters. 

The  neceflity  of  tircumftances 
has  fometimes  obliged  the  national 
aflembly  to  interfere  contrary  to  its 
inclination,  in  the  affairs  of  admt- 
niftration.  But  ought  it  not  to  aft, 
when  the  government  remained  in 
blameable  inertnefs  ?  Is  it,  there¬ 
fore,  necelTary  to  fay,  that  neither 
the  king,  nor  the  minifters,  have 
the  confidence  of  the  nation  ? 

7'he  focieties  of  friends  of  the 
conflitution  have  fupported  the  revo¬ 
lution  ;  they  are  more  neceflary 
than  ever  ;  and  fome  perfons  pre¬ 
fume  to  fay  that  they  govern  the 
adminiftrative  bodies  and  the  em¬ 
pire,  as  if  they  were  the  deliberating 
bodies ! 

Frenchmen  !  all  the  powers  are 
organized ;  all  the  public  func¬ 
tionaries  are  at  their  polls  ;  the  na¬ 
tional  aflemblv  watches  over  the 
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fafety  of  the  ftate  ;  may  you  be 
firm  and  tranquil  !  One  danger  a- 
lone  threatens  us.  You  have  to  guard 
againft  the  fufpenfion  of  your  la¬ 
bours  ;  againft  delay  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  duties  ;  againft  any  inflam¬ 
matory  meafures  which  commence 
in  anarchy,  and  end,  in  civil  war. 
It  is  to  thefe  dangers,  that  the  na¬ 
tional  aflembly  call  the  attention  of 
citizens.  In  this  crifis,  all  private 
animofities  and  private  interefts 
fhould  difappear. 

Thofe  who  would  preferve  their 
liberty  fhould  ftiew  that  tranquil 

firm- 
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firm  nets  which  appals  tyrants.  May 
the  factions,  who  hope  to  lee  every 
thing  overturned,  find  order  main¬ 
tained,  and  the  conftitution confirm¬ 
ed  and  rendered  more  dear  to 
Frenchmen,  by  the  attacks  made  up¬ 
on  it.  The  capital  may  be  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  reft  of  France.  The 
departure  of  the  king  excited  no 
d iforders  there,  but,  to  the  confu- 
fion  of  the  malevolent,  the  utmoft 
tranquility  prevails  in  it.  To  re¬ 
duce  the  territory  of  this  empire  to 
the  yoke,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
deftroy  the  whole  nation.  Defpo- 
tifm,  if  it  pleafes,  may  make  fuch  an 
attempt.  It  will  either  fail,  or  at 
the  conclufion  of  its  triumphs,  will 
find  only  ruins. 


*the  French  Conftitution ,  as  finally  fet¬ 
tled  by  the  National  Cenftituent  Aft 
ftembly ,  and  prejented  to  the  King 
the  3 d  Sept.,  1791 . 

Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 
and  of  the  Citizens, 

Thereprefentatives  of  the  French 
people,  formed  into  a  national  af- 
fembly,  confidering  that  ignorance, 
forgetfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the 
rights  of  men,  are  the  foie  caufes 
of  public  grievances,  and  of  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  government,  have  re- 
folved  to  exhibit,  in  a  folemn  de¬ 
claration,  the  natural,  unalienable, 
and  facred  rights  of  man,  in  order 
that  this  declaration,  ever  prefent  to 
all  the  members  of  the  focial  body, 
may  incefantly  remind  them  of 
their  rights  and  of  their  duties ; .  to 
the  end  that  the  a£ts  of  the  legiflative 
power,  and  thofe  of  the  executive 
power,  being  able  to  be  every  mo¬ 
ment  compared  with  the  end  of  all 
political  inftitutions,  may  acquire 
the  more  refpeft ;  in  order  alfo  that 
the  Temonftrances  of  the  citizens, 


founded  henceforward  on  firr 
and  inconteftable  principles,  r 
ever  tend  to  maintain  the  conftituti 
and  to  promote  the  general  gooc 

For  this  reafon,  the  national 
fernbly  recognizes,  and  declares j 
the  prefence,  and  under  the  aufp 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  follow] 
rights  of  men  and  of  citizens  :  ; 

/ 

ARTICLE  I. 

All  men  are  born,  and  rem; 
free  and  equal  in  rights :  focial  <| 
tindlions  cannot  be  founded  bub 
common  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  a 
ciations  is  the  prefervation  of 
natural  and  imprefcriptible  rig 
of  man:  thefe  rights  are  libei 
property,  fecurity,  and  refifta: 
againft  oppreffi'on. 

III.  The  principle  of  foveteiA 
refides  effentially  in- the  nation:) 
body  of  men,  no  individual ,  can  eft 
cifean  authority  that  does  not  fer 
nate  exprefsiy  from  that  fource. 

IV.  Liberty  confifts  in  the  po^ 
of  doing  every  thing  except  t 
which  is  hurtful  to  another  her] 
the  exercife  of  the  natural  right;) 
every  man,  has  no  other  bounds  tl 
thofe  that  are  neceflary  to  eni 
to  other  members  of  foc.iety  the  I 
joyment  of  the  fame  rights  :  thi 
bounds  to  be  determined  by  the  | 
only. 

V.  The  law  has  a  right  to  h 
bid  thofe  actions  alone,  that  3 
hurtful  to  fociety.  Whatever  is 
forbidden  by  the  law,  cannot  i 
hindered  ;  and  no  perfon  can  i 
conftrained  to  do  that  which  j 
law  ordaineth  not. 

VI.  The  law  is  the  expreflion: 
the  general  w;ll :  all  the  citizj! 
have  a  right  to  concur  perfonaj 
or  by  their  reprefentatives,  in  T 
formation  of  the  law :  it  ought]! 
be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it  p| 
ted,  or  whether  it  puntfh.  >  f 
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citizens  being  equal  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  are  equally  admillible  to 
public  honour,  places  and  offices, 
according  to  their  capacity,  and 
without  any  other  diftindlion  but 
that  of  their  virtue,  or  their  talents. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  accufed,  ar- 
refted,  or  detained,  except  in  cafes 
determined  by  the  law,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  forms  which  the  law  hath 
prefcribed.  Thofe  who  folicit,  dif- 
patch,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to 
bepuniffied;  but  every  citizen  that 
is  fum moned,  or  feized,  in  virtue  of 
the  law,  ought  to  obey  inftantly— 
he  becomes  culpable  by  refinance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  effiabliffi 
fuch  punifhments  only  as  are  ftridt- 
ly  and  evidently  neceffary  ;  and  no 
perfon  can  be  punifhed,  but  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  law  eftablifhed  and  promul¬ 
gated  prior  to  the  offence,  and  legal¬ 
ly  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefumed 
innocent  till  fuch  time  as  he  has 
been  declared  guilty,  if  it  lhall  be 
leemed  abfolutely  neceffary  to  arreft 
ft  man,  every  kind  of  rigour  employ- 
ed,  not  neceffary  to  fecure  his  per¬ 
fon,  ought  to  be  feverely  punifhed  by 
the  law. , 

X.  No  pei'fon  fhall  be  moleffed 
for  his  opinions,  even  fuch  as  are 
religious,  provided  that  the  mani- 
feftation  of  thofe  opinions  does  not 
ffifturb  the  public  order  effabliflied 
py  the  law. 

XI.  The  free  communication  of 
fought,  and  of  opinion,  is  one  of  the 
ptoft  precious  rights  of  man.  Eve¬ 
ry  citizen,  therefore,  may  freely 
"peak,  write,  and  publifli  his  fenti- 
toents ;  fubjecff,  however,  to  anfwer 
for  the  abufe  of  that  liberty,  in 
-afes  determined  by  the  law, 

XII.  The  guarantee  of  the  rights 
of  men  and  citizens  involves  a  ne- 
ceftity  of  public  force.  This  force 
&  then  inftituted  for  the  advantage 
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of  all,  and  not  for  the  particular 
utility  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  con¬ 
fided. 

XIII.  For  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  force,  and  for  the  es- 
pences  of  adminiffration,  a  common 
contribution  is  indifpenfably  necef¬ 
fary:  this  contribution  fhouid  be 
equally  divided  amongft  all  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  in  proportion  to  their  abili¬ 
ties. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right, 
by  liimfelf,  or  by  his  reprefentatives, 
to  decide  concerning  the  neceffity  of 
the  public  contribution  ;  to  confent 
to  it  freely;  to  look  after  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  it;  to  determine  the 
quantity,  the  diffribution,  the  col¬ 
lection,  and  duration. 

XV.  Society  has  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  from  every  public  agent,  an 
account  of  his  adminiffration. 

XVI.  That  fociety  in  which  the 
guai  antee  of  rights  is  not  affiired, 
nor  the  reparation  of  powers  deter¬ 
mined,  has  no  confitution. 

XVI L  Property  being  a  right 
inviolable  and  facred,  no  perfon  can 
be  deprived  of  it,  except  when  the 
public  neceffity,  legally  afcertained, 
fhall  evidently  require  it,  and  on 
condition  of  a  juft  previous  indem¬ 
nification. 

The  national  affembly,  defirous 
of  eftabliffiing  the  French  conffitu- 
tion  on  the  principles  which  it  has 
juft  now  recognifed  and  declared, 
abolilhes,  irrevocably,  thofe  inftitu- 
tions  which  are  injurious  to  liberty, 
and  equality  of  rights. 

There  is  no  longer  any  nobility* 
nor  peerage ,  nor  hereditary  difiinc - 
tions,  nor  difference  of  orders,  nor 
feudal  government,  nor  patrimonial 
jurfdidiion,  nor  any  of  the  titles ,  de¬ 
nominations  and,  prerogatives  which, 
are  derived  from  them ;  nor  any  of 
the  01  dei  s  oi  chivalry ,  corporations , 
or  decorations ,  for  which  proofs  of 
nobility  were  required ;  nor  any 

kind 
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kind  of  fuperiority,  but  that  of  public 
functionaries  in  the  exercife  of  their 
functions. 

No  public  office  is  henceforth 
hereditary  or  purchafeable . 

No  part  of  the  nation,  nor  any 
individual,  can  henceforth  poffefs 
any  privilege  or  exception  from  the 
common  rights  of  all  Frenchmen. 

There  are  no  more  warden/hips  or 
corporations ,  in  profeffions,  arts,  or 
trades. 

The  law  recognifes  no  longer 
any  religious  wows,  nor  any  other 
engagement  which  would  be  con¬ 
trary  to  natural  rights,  or  to  the 
conftitution, 

TITLE  I, 

Fundamental  Regulations  guaranteed 
by  the  Conjiitution . 

it 

The  conftitution  guarantees,  as 
natural  and  civil  rights, 

i.  That  all  the  citizens  are  ad- 
miffible  to  places  and  employments, 
without  any  other  dinftiClion  than 
that  of  virtue  and  talents . 

2  That  all  taxes  fhall  be  equally 
divided  among  all  the  citizens,  in 
proportion  to  their  abilities. 

3*  That  the  fame  crimes  fhall  be 
fubjeCt  to  [the  fame  punifliments, 
without  any  diltinCtion  of  perfons. 

The  conftitution  in  like  manner 
guarantees,  as  natural  and  civil 
rights,  liberty  to  every  man  to  go, 
ftay,  or  depart,  without  being  ar- 
refted,  or  detained,  except  according 
to  the  forms  determined  by  the  con¬ 
ftitution. 

Liberty  to  every  man  to  fpeak, 
write,  printand  publifh  his  thoughts, 
without  the  writings  being  fubjeCled 
to  cenfure  or  infpeCtion  before  their 
publication,  and  to  exercife  the  re¬ 
ligious  worfhip  to  which  he  is  at¬ 
tached. 

Liberty  to  the  citizens  to  aftem- 
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ble  peaceably,  and  without  arms, 
in  complying  with  the  laws  of  po 
lice. 

Liberty  to  addrefs  to  the  confti 
tuted  authorities,  petitions  fignec 
by  individuals. 

The  legislative  power  can  mak( 
no  law  which  would  attack,  or  im¬ 
pede  the  exercife  of  the  natural  anc 
civil  rights  expreffed  in  the  prelen 
title,  and  guaranteed  by  the  confti) 
tution ;  but  as  liberty  ionfifts  onh 
in  the  power  of  doing  whatever  net 
ther  injures  the  rights  of  another) 
nor  the  public  fafety,  the  law  maj 
eftablifh  penalties  ’  againft  afts 
which,  attacking  either  the  rights  o 
others,  or  the  public  fafety,  woul< 
be  injurious  to  fociety. 

The  conftitution  guarantees  thi 
inviolability  of  property,  or  a  |uf 
and  previous  indemnity  for  that,  o 
which,  public  neceffify,  legalh) 
proved,  fhall  require  the  facrifice.  1 

Property,  deftined  to  the  expeno 
of  worfhip,  and  to  all  fervices  o! 
public  utility,  belongs  to  the  naj 
tion,  and  fhall  at  all  times  be  at  it 
difpofal. 

The  conftitution  guarantees  al 
the  alienations  which  have  been,  o 
which  fhall  be  made  according  ft 
the  forms  eftablifhed  by  the  law. 

The  citizens  have  a  right  to  ele<5  j 
or  chufe  the  minifters  of  their  reli 
gions. 

There  fhall  be  created  and  organ  i 
led,  a  general  eftablifhment  of  pub 
lie  aid  for  the  education  of  defert 
ed  children,  to  relieve  the  infirm 
poor,  and  to  procure  work  for  th  j 
healthy  poor,  who  have  not  bee? 
able  to  find  it  for  themfelves. 

There  fhall  be  created  and  oi 
ganifed,  a  public  injlruttion ,  com! 
mon  to  all  citizens,  gratuitous  wit] 
regard  to  thofe  parts  of  tuition  in 
diipenfable  for  all  men,  and  of  whic*. 
the  eftablifhments  fhall  be  gradual!  ] 
diftribufed,  in  a  proportion  combin 
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cd  with  the  divifion  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

There  lliall  be  effabli  filed,  nation - 
alfejii'iials ,  to  preferve  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  French  revolution,  to 
keep  up  fraternal  affection  amongft 
the  citizens,  and  attachment  to  the 
eonftitution,  the  country,  and  the 
laws. 

There  fh  li1  be  drawn  up,  a  code 
of  civil  laws,  common  to  all  the 
kingdom. 

TITLE  II. 

Of  the  Divifon  of  the  Kingdom ,  and 
the  State  of  the  Citizens., 

I.  The  kingdom  is  one  and  in- 
di'-uifible  \  its  territory  is  divided 
into  eighty-three  departments;  every 
department  into  diftridts  ;  each  dif- 
triih  into  cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  Citizens , 

Who  are  born  in  France,  of  a 

French  father  ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  France, 
of  a  foreign  father,  have  fixed  their 
refidence  in  the  kingdom  ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  country,  of  a  French  father, 
have  returned  to  fettle  in  France, 
and  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

In  fine,  who  having  been  born  in 
a  foreign  country,  being  defcended, 
in  whatever  degree,  from  a  French¬ 
man  or  Frenchwoman  who  had  left 
their  country  from  religious  mo¬ 
tives,  come  to  refide  in  France,  and 
take  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Thofe  who  having  been  born 
out  of  the  kingdom,  of  foreign  pa¬ 
rents,  but  refide  in  France,  become 
french  citizens,  after  five  years  of 
continued  refidence  in  the  kingdom ; 
if,  befides,  they  have  acquired  im- 
rioveable  property,  or  married  a 
Frenchwoman,  or  formed  an  efla- 
nifhment  of  agriculture  or  commerce, 
md  if  they  have  taken  a  civic  oath. 

^  IV.  The  legifiative  power  may, 
trbm  important  confiderations,  na- 
uralize  a  foreigner,  upon  no  other 
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condition  than  that  of  fefiding  in 
France,  and  taking  the  civic  oath. 

V.  The  civic  oath  is,  “  I  fuse  at 
to  he  faithful  to  the  Nation ,  the  Lanv, 
and  the  King ;  and  to  maintain j  <z vith 
all  my  pozver^  the  ccnf  itution  of  the 
kingdom ,  decreed  by  the  National  Con* 
fiituent  Ajjembly ,  in  the  years  I/B9, 
1790,  and  17*91. 

VI.  The  quality  of  a  French  ci¬ 
tizen  is  loft : 

1  ft,  By  naturalization  in  a  foreign 
country  *  1 

2d,  By  being  condemned  to  penal¬ 
ties  which  involve  the  civic  degra¬ 
dation,  provided  the  perfon  con¬ 
demned  be  not  re-inflated ; 

3d,  By  a  fentence  of  contumacy, 
provided  the  fentence  be  not  an¬ 
nulled  ; 

4  th,  By  an  aftociation  with  any 
foreign  order  of  chivalry,  or  any 
foreign  body,  which  fhall  fuppofe 
either  proofs  of  nobility,  or  diftinc- 
tion  of  birth,  or  require  religious 
vows. 

VII.  The  law  regards  marriage 
folely  as  a  cihiil  contract.  Thelegif- 
Jative  power  fhall  eftablifh  for  all 
the  inhabitants,  without  diflinbtion, 
the  mode  by  which  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  fhall  be  afeerfained,  and 
fhall  appoint  the  public  officers,  who 
fhall  receive  and  preferve  the  cer¬ 
tificates  of  them. 

VI J I.  French  citizens,  confidered 
with  refpedt  to  thofe  local  relations 
which  ai  ife  out  of  their  afiociation 
in  cities,  and  in  certain  divifions  of 
territory  in  the  country,  form  the 
communities. 

The  legifiative  power  may  fix  the 
extent  and  boundary  of  each  com¬ 
munity.  - 

IX.  The  citizens  who  compofe 
each  community,  have  a  right  of 
choofing,  for  a  time,  according  to 
the  forms  prefer i bed  by'  the  law, 
thofe  among  them,  who,  under  the 
name  of  municipal  officers,  are 
charged  with  the  management  of 
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tilt  particular  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

J 

To  the  municipal  officers  may  be 
delegated,  certain  functions  relative 
to  the  general  intereftof  the  ftate. 

X.  The  rules  which  the  municipal 
officers  fhall  be  bound  to  follow  in 
the  exercife,  both  of  the  municipal 
functions,  and  of  thofe  which  fhall 
be  delegated  to  them  for  the  general 
Intereft,  fhall  be  fixed  by  the  laws. 

TITLE  III. 

Of  the  Public  Powers. 

f.  The  fovereignty  is  one,  indi- 
Vifible,  inalienable,  and  imprefcript- 
ible  ;  it  belongs  to  the  nation :  no 
fedt ion  of  the  people,  nor  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  can  allume  to  itfelf  the  ex¬ 
ercife  of  it. 

II.  The  nation,  from  which  alone 
flow  all  the  powers,  cannot  exercife 
them,  but  by  delegation. 

The  French  conftitution  is  repre - 
feni  at  in)  c  ;  there  prefentati  ves  are  the 
legiflative  body  and  the  king. 

HI.  The  legiflative  power  is  dele¬ 
gated  to  a  national  affemblv,  com- 
pofed  of  temporary  reprefen  tat  i  ves, 
freely  chofen  by  the  people,  to  be 
exercifed  by  this  aflembly,  with  the 
fandion  of  the  king,  in  manner  af¬ 
terwards  determined. 

IV.  The  government  is  monar¬ 
chical  ;  the  executive  power  is  dele¬ 
gated  to  the  king,  to  be  exercifed 
wider  his  authority,  by  minifters 
and  other  refponfible  agents,  in  man¬ 
ner  afterwards  determined. 

V.  1  he  judicial  power  is  delegdt- 
td  to  judges  chofen  for  a  time  by 
the  people. 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  "National  Legiflatime  Ajfembly  * 

I.  The  national  affembly,  form¬ 
ing  the  legiflative  body,  is  perma¬ 
nent,  and  confifts  of  one  chamber 
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II.  It  fliall  be  formed  by  new 
eledions  every  two  years. 

Each  period  of  two  years^  fliall 
form  one  legiflature. 

III.  The  difpofitions  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  articles  fliall  not  take  place 
with  refped  to  the  enfuing  legifla¬ 
tive  body,  whofe  powers  fliall  ceafe 
the  laid  day  of, April  1793. 

IV.  The  renewal  f  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body  fhall  be  matter  of  full 
right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  cannot 
be  diffolved  by  the  king. 

Section  I. 

Number  of  R eprefeniati<ves — Bafes  of 
Reprefentationl 

I.  The  number  of  reprefenta-i 
tatives  to  the  legiflative  body  is  feven 
hundred  and  forty-five,  on  account 
of  the  eighty-three  departments  of 
which  the  kingdom  is  compofed, 
and  independent  of  thofe  that  may 
be  granted  to  the  colonies. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  be 
diftributed  among  the  eighty-three 
departments,  according  to  the  three, 
proportions  of  territory,  of  popula¬ 
tion,  and  of  dired  contribution. 

III.  Of  the  745  reprefentatives,; 
247  are  attached  to  the  territory. 

Of.thefe  each  department  fhall] 
nominate  three,  except  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Paris,  which  fhall  only  no- 
ruinate  one. 

IV.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
reprefentatives  are  attributed  to  the 
population. 

The  total  mafs  of  the  adive  po«? 
pulation  of  the  kingdom  is  divided  ' 
into  249  parts,  and  each  depart-|| 
ment  nominates  as  many  of  the  de¬ 
puties  as  it  contains  parts  of  the! 
population. 

V.  Two  hundred  and  forty-ninCl 

reprefentatives  are  attached  to  the  ; 
dired  contribution.  j 

The  fum-total  of  the  dired  com* 
tribution  of  the  kingdom  is  likewifey 
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divided  into  249  parts;  and  each 
department  nominates  as  many  de¬ 
puties  as  it  pays  parts  of  the  contri¬ 
bution. 
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Primary  AJJemblies — Nomination  of 
El e  dors. 

I.  In  order  to  form  a  national 
iegiflative  afiemblv,  the  a<5Iive  citi¬ 
zens  fliall  meet  every  two  years,  in 
primary  afiemblies,  in  the  towns  and 
cantons. 

The  primary  afiemblies  {hall 
form  themfelves,  of  full  right,  the 
lecond  Sunday  of  March,  if  they 
have  not  been  convoked  fooner  by 
the  public  officers  elf ablilhed  by  law. 

II.  To,  be  an  active  citizen,  it  is 
neceftary, 

To  be  born,  or  to  have  become  a 
Frenchman ; 

To  be  twenty-five  years  of  age 
complete ; 

To  have  refided  in  the  city  or 
canton  during  the  time  determined 
by  the  law  ; 

To  pay,  in  any  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  a  diredt  contribution,  at  leaf! 
equal  to  the  value  of  three  days  la¬ 
bour,  and  to  produce  the  acquit¬ 
tance  ; 

Not  to  be  in  a  menial  capacity, 
namely,  that  of  a  fervant  receiving 
wages ; 

To  be  inferibed  in  the  munici¬ 
pality  of  the  place  of  his  refidence, 
in  the  lift  of  the  national  guards; 

To  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Every  fix  years  the  Iegiflative 
body  {hall  fix  the  minimum  and  the 
maximum  of  the  value  of  a  day’s  la¬ 
bour,  and  the  adminiftrators  of  the 
the  departments  ftiall  determine  the 
rate  for  every  diftriit. 

IV.  None  {hall  exercifethe  right 
of  an  a<ftive  citizen  in  more  than  one 
place,  nor  employ  another  as  his 
fjibftitutc. 


PAPERS.  (S3) 

V.  Thole  {hall  be  excluded  from 
the  rights  of  an  active  citizen, 

Who  are  in  a  ftate  of  accufation ; 

Who,  after  having  been  confti- 
tuted  in  a  ftate  of  failure,  or  infol- 
vency,  proved  bv  authentic  docu¬ 
ments,  fhall  not  produce  a  general 
difeharge  from  their  creditors. 

VI.  The  primary  afiemblies  ftiall 
name  eleftors  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  aftive  citizens  refiding 
in  the  town  or  canton. 

There  ftiall  be  named  one  elector 
for  a  hundred  active  citizens  prefent. 
or  not,  in  the  afiembly. 

There  ftiall  be  named  two  for 
131  to  250;  and  fo  on  in  this  pro¬ 
portion. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  named  elec* 
tor,  if  along  with  the  conditions  ne¬ 
ceftary  in  order  to  be  an  adftive  ci¬ 
tizen,  he  does  not  join  the  following : 
—  In  towns  of  more  than  6000  inha¬ 
bitants,  that  of  being  proprietor  or 
life-renter  of  a  property  valued  on 
the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  re¬ 
venue  equal  to  the  local  value  of 
200  days  labour  ;  or  of  renting  a 
houfe,  valued  on  the  fame  roils,  at 
a  revenue  equal  to  the  value  of  150 
days  labour. 

In  towns  below  6000  inhabitants, 
that  of  being  proprietor,  or  life-renter 
of  a  property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of 
contribution,  at  a  revenue  equal  to 
the  local  value  of  1 50  days  labour  ; 
or  of  renting  a  houfe,  valued  on  the 
fame  rolls,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the 
value  of  100  davs  labour. 

And,  in  the  country,  that  of  being 
proprietor  or  life-renter  of  a  pro¬ 
perty,  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contri¬ 
bution,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the 
local  value  of  150  days  labour;  or 
of  being  a  farmer  of  lands,  valued 
on  the  fame  rolls,  at  the  value  of  400 
days  labour. 

With  refpe<ft  to  thofe  who  Ihali 
be  at  the  fame  time  proprietors  or 
life-renters  on  one  hand,  and  tackf- 
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men  or  farmers  on  the  other,  their 
powers  on  thefe  different  accounts 
fhall  be  added  together,  to  eftablifh 
their  eligibility. 

Section  11 L 

Electoral  Affemblies-*— Nomination  of 
R  ep  refnt  at  i  ~ues . 

I.  The  electors  named  in  each  de¬ 
partment  fh.aH  convene  in  ofder  to 
chufe  that  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  whofe  nomination  fnaM  belong 
to  their  department,  and  a  number 
of  fubftitutes  equal  to  the  third  of 
the  reprefentatives. 

The  electoral  affemblies  fhall 
form  themfelves,  of  full  right,  the 
lad  Sunday  of  March,  if  they  have 
not  been  convoked  fooner  by  the 
public  officers  appointed  by  law. 

II.  The  representatives  and  fub¬ 
ftitutes  fhall  be  chofen  by  an  abfo- 
Iute  majority  of  votes,  and  cannot 
he  chofen  but  from  amongft  the 
adive  citizens  in  the  department. 

III.  All  the  adive  citizens,  what¬ 
ever  be  their  condition,  profeffion, 
or  contribution,  may  be  chofen  re¬ 
prefentatives  of  the  nation. 

IV.  Thofe,  however,  fhall  be 
obliged  to  decide  between  one  or 
other  fituation — Miniflers,  and  other 
agents  of  the  executive  power,  re- 
moveable  at  pleafure ;  Commidion- 
ers  of  the  national  treafury  ;  Col¬ 
led  ors  and  receivers  of  dired  con¬ 
tributions  ;  Superintendants  of  the 
colledion,  or  management  of  indi- 
red  contributions,  and  national  do¬ 
mains,  and  thofe  who,  under  any 
denomination  whatever,  are  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  employs  of  the  military  or 
civil  houftiold  of  the  king. 

The  adminiftrators,  fub-admi- 
niftrators,  municipal  officers,  and 
commandants  of  the  national  guards, 
fhall  alio  be  obliged  to  make  a 
choice. 

V.  The  exercife  of  judiciary 
fundions  fhall  be  incompatible  with 


thofe  of  a  reprefentative  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  during  all  the  continuance  of 
the  legiflature. 

The  judges  fhall  be  replaced  by 
their  fubftitutes,  and  the  king  fhall 
provide,  by  briefs  of  commifiion, 
for  the  replacing  of  his  commilfaries, 
at  the  tribunals. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legifla- 
tive  body  may  be  re-eleded  to  the 
next  legiflature;  but  not  afterwards, 
till  after  an  interval  of  one  legisla¬ 
ture. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  named 
in  the  departments,  {ball  not  be  re¬ 
prefentatives  of  a  particular  depart¬ 
ment,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  and 
no  mandate  can  be  given  them 

;  .  I 
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Section  IV*; 

SeJJion  and  Regulation  of  the  Primary 
and  Eledoral  Ajjsmbhes . 

I.  The  fundions  of  the  primary 
and  eledoral  affemblies  are  limited 
to  the  right  of  eleding  ;  and  as  footi 
as  the  eledions  are  over,  they  fhall 
feparate,  and  fhall  not  form  them-  t 
felves  anew,  but  when  they  dhall  be 
convoked  ;  if  it  be  not  in  the  cafe  of 
Sed  II.  Art.  I.  and  of  Sed.  III. 
Art.  I.  above. 

II.  No  adive  citizen-  can  enter  or 
vote  in  an  affembly,  if  he  is  armed. 

III.  Armed  force  cannot  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  meeting,  except  at 
the  exprefs  defire  of  the  affembly, 
unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  adual  violence, 
when  the  order  of  theprefident  fhal‘1 
be  diffident  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
public  force. 

IV.  Every  two  years,  there  fhall 
be  drawn  up  in  each  diffrid,  lifts' by 
cahtons  of  the  adive  citizens  ;  "And 
the  1  iff  of  each  canton  fhall  be  pub- 
lifhed  and  potted!  up  two  months  be-1 
fore  the  meeting  of  the  Primary 
Affembly.  The  proteffs  which  fliaft  ’ 
be  made  either  againff  the  right  of 
citizens,  named  in  the  lift,  or  on  the 
part  of  thofe  who  fhall  affirm  that  $ 
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they  are  unjnftly  omitted,  fhall  be 
carried  to  the  tribunals,  to  be  there 
fummarily  decided  upon. 

The  lift  Hi  all  fcrve  to  regulate  the 
admiflion  of  citizens  in  the  next 
Primary  Affembly,  in  every  point 
that  fhall  not  have  been  afcertained 
by  a  fentence  pronounced  before  the 
fitting  of  the  affembly. 

V.  The  Electoral  AfTemblieshave 
the  right  of  verifying  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  powers  of  thofe  who  fhall 
prefent  themfelves  there  ;  and  their 
decifions  luall  be  provifionally  exe¬ 
cuted,  with  a  refen  e  for  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  the  Iegiflative  body  at  the 
time  of  the  verification  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  deputies. 

VI.  In  no  cafe,  and  under  no  pre¬ 
text,  lliall  the.  king,  or  any  agents 
named  by  him,  interfere  in  ques¬ 
tions  relative  to  the  regularity  of 
the  convocations,  the  fitting  of  af- 
fem blits,  the  form  of  elections,  or 
the  political  rights  of  citi  zens.  With¬ 
out  prejudice,  however,  to  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  com.nifTaries  of  the  king, 
in  the  cafes  determined  bv  law, 
where  qu  eft  ions  relative  to  the  po¬ 
litical  rights  of  citizens  ought  to  be 
carried  to  the  tribunals. 

Section  V. 

Meeting  of  the  Representatives  in  the 

National  Legijlative  Ajfembly. 

I.  THE  reprefentatives  fhall  af- 
fembie  on  the  firft  Monday  of  May, 
in  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
laft  legislature. 

II.  Tney  fhall  form  themfelves, 
proviflondlly,  into  an  affembly, 
under  the  prefldence  of  the  eldeft, 
to  verify  the  powers  of  the  repre¬ 
fentatives  prefent. 

<  III.  As  foon  as  thefe  may  be  ve* 
rifled,  to  the  number  of  373  mem¬ 
bers,  they  fhall  conftitute  themfelves 
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under  the  title  of  the  National  Le- 
gijlative  Ajfembly ;  they  fhall  name 
a  prefident,  vice-preftdent,  and  fe- 
cretaries,  and  enter  upon  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  fun&ions. 

IV.  Du  ring;  the  whole  of  the 
month  of  May,  if  the  number  of  re¬ 
prefentatives  prefent  fall  fliort  of 
373’  Affembly  fhall  not  per¬ 
form  any  legillative  a<ft.  They  may 
iftue  an  arret,  enjoining  the  abfent 
members  to  attend  to  their  functions 
within  fifteen  days  at  fartheft,  under 
a  penaltj?  of  3000  livres,  if  they  do 
not  produce  an  excufe  which  fhall 
be  deemed  lawful  by  the  Iegiflative 
body. 

V .  On  the  laft  day  of  May,  what-, 
ever  be  the  number  .of  members 
prefent,  they  fhall  conftitute  them- 
felve  a  National  Legiflative  Affem-, 
bly. 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  pro¬ 
nounce  in  a  body,  in  the  name  of 
the  French  people,  the  oath,  “  to  live 

free  or  die  A 

They  ihall  then  individually  take 
the  oath,  10  maintain ,  with  all  their 
power y  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom , 
decreed  by  the  National  Conjl intent  Aj~. 
jemblyy  during  the  years  1789,  1790, 
and  1  7  9 1 ;  to  propojie  or  afjent  to  no¬ 
thing  in  the  courje  of  the  legijldture , 
which  may  at  all  tend  to  infringe  it ; 
and  to  bey  in  every  ref  petty  faithful 
to  the  Nation ,  the  Law ,  and  the  King. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation  are  inviolable ;  they  cannot 
be  examined,  accufed,  or  adjudged 
at  any  time  with  refpe<ft  to  what 
they  have  faid,  written,  or  done,  in 
the  exercife  of  their  fun£Hons  of  re¬ 
prefentatives. 

VIII.  They  may  for  a  crime  be 
ieized  in  the  a<ft,  or  in  virtue  of  an 
order  of  arreft  ;  but  notice  fhall  be 
given  of  it,  without  delay,  to  the  le¬ 
giflative  body  ;  and  the  proiecution 
fhall  not  be  continued,  till  after  the 
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Legiflative  body  Shall  have  decided 
that  there  is  ground  for  accufation. 

CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Royalty,  the  Regency ,  and  the 
Minijhrs. 

Section  I. 

V 

4a 

Of  the  Royalty  and  the  King . 

'  I.  The  Royalty  is  indivisible, 
and  delegated  hereditarily  to  the  race 
on  the  throne,  from  male  to  male, 
by  order  of  primogeniture,  to  the 
perpetual  exclufion.  of  women  and 
their  defcendants. 

Nothing  is  prejudged  refpedling 
the  effect  of  renunciations  in  the 
race  on  the  throne. 

II.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is  Sa¬ 
cred  and  inviolable  :  his  only  title  is 
King  of  ihe  French. 

II There  is  no  authority  in 
France  Superior  to  that  of  the  law. 
The  king  reigns  only  by  it,  and  it  is 
only  in  the  name  of  the  law  that  he 
can  require  obedience. 

IV.  The  king,  on  his  acceflion 
to  the  throne,  or  at  the  period  of 
his  majority,  Shall  take  to  the  nation, 

*  in  the  prefence  of  the  legislative 
body,  the  oath,  “Kobe faithful  to  the 
Nation ,  and  to  the  Law  ;  to  employ  all 
the  power  delegated  to  him,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Ccnjiitution  decreed  by  the 
National  Conjiituent  Jfembly  in  the 
years  1789,  1790,  and  1791  ;  and 
to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed 

If  the  legiflative  body  fhall  not  be 
affembled,  the  king  fhall  caufe  a 
proclamation  to  be  iffued,  in  which 
Shall  be  expreffed  this  oath,  and  a 
promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as  the 
legiflative  bodies  {hall  aflemble. 

V.  If,  one  month  after  an  invita¬ 
tion  by  the  legiflative  body,  the  king 
has  not  taken  this  oath,  or  if  after 
taking  it  he  dial  1  retrahf,  he  fhall  be 


deemed  to  have  abdicated  the  roy-* 
alty. 

VI.  If  the  king  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  and  diredt  the 
forces  of  it  againft  the  nation,  or  if 
ne  do  not  oppofe,  by  a  formal  adt, 
any  fuch  enterprize  undertaken  in 
his  name,  he  fhall  be  deemed  to 
have  abdicated. 

VII.  If  the  king,  having  gone 
out  of  the  kingdom,  do  not  return, 
on  the  invitation  of  the  legiflative 
body,  and  within  the  delay  fixed  by 
the  proclamation,  which  cannot  be 
lefs  than  two  months,  he  fhall  be 
deemed  to  have  abdicated. 

The  delay  fhall  commence  from 
the  day  when  the  proclamation, 
of  the  legiflative  body  fhall  have 
been  publifhed  in  the  place  of  its 
fitting  ;  and  the  miniffers  fhall  be 
obliged,  under  their  refponfibility, 
to  perform  all  the  adts  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power,  the  exercife  of  which 
flialt  be  fufpended  in  the  hands  of 
the  abfent  king. 

VII I.  After  abdication,  exprefs 
or  legal,  the  king  fhall  be  in  the  ciafs 
of  citizens,  and  may  be  accufed  and 
tried  like  them,  for  adts  pofterior  to 
his  abdication. 

IX.  The  particular  effedts  which 
the  king  poftefles  at  his  acceflion  to 
the  throne,  are  irrevocably  united 
to  the  domain  of  the  nation  ;  he  has 
the  difpofition  of  thole  which  he  ac¬ 
quires  on  his  own  private  account  ; 
if  he  has  not  difpofed  of  them,  they 
are  in  like  manner  united  at  the  end 
of  the  ieign. 

X.  The  nation  makes  provifion 
for  the  Splendour  of  the  throne  by  a 
civil  lift,  of  which  the  Legiflative 
body  fhall  fix  the  Turn  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  each  reign,  for  the 
whole  duration  of  that  reign. 

XI.  The  king  fhall  appoint  an 
admiriiftrator  of  the  civil  lift,  who. . 
fhall  commence  all  fuits.foj:  the  king, 
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and  againfl  whom  all  actions  for 
debts  of  the  king  dial!  be  carried  on, 
and  judgments  given  and  executed. 
Sentences  of  condemnation,  obtain¬ 
ed  by  the  creditor of  the  civil  lift, 
fhall  be  executed  againfl  the  admi- 
niflrator  perfonally  and  his  private 
fortune. 

XII.  The  king  fhall  have,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  honorary  guard 
which  fhall  be  furnifhed  him  by  the 
citizens,  national  guards  of  the  place 
of  his  refidence,  a  guard  paid  from 
the  funds  of  the  civil  lift.  It  fhall 
not  exceed  1200  foot,  and  600  horfe. 

The  degrees  and  rules  of  advance¬ 
ment  {hall  be  the  fame  in  it  as 
amongft  the  troops  of  the  line.  But 
thofe  who  compofe  the  king’s  guards, 
fhall  pafs  through  all  the  degrees 
exclufively  amongft  themlelves,  and 
cannot  obtain  any  in  the  army  of 
the  line. 

The  king  cannot  chufe  his  guards, 
but  among  thofe  who  are  at  prefent 
in  active  fervice  in  the  troops  of  the 
line,  or  amongft  the  citizens  who 
have  ferved  a  year  in  the  national 
guards,  provided  they  are  refidents 
in  the  kingdom,  and  that  they  have 
previoufly  taken  the  civic  oath. 

The  king’s  guards  cannot  be  or¬ 
dered  or  required  for  any  other  pub¬ 
lic  fervice. 

Section  II, 

Of  the  Regency, 

I.  The  king  is  a  minor  till  the 
age  of  eighteen  complete  ;  and  dur¬ 
ing  his  minority,  there  fhall  be  a 
regent  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  The  regency  belongs  to  the 
relation  of  the  king,  who  is  the  next 
m  degree  according  to  the  order  of 
fucceffion  to  the  throne,  and  who 
has  attained  the  age  of  twenty  five, 
prqvided  he  be  a  Frenchman  refidept 
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in  the  kingdom,  and  not  prefump- 
tive  heir  to  any  other  crown,  and 
have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

Women  are  excluded  from  the 
regency. 

ill.  If  a  minor  king  have  no  re¬ 
lations  who  unite  the  above  quali¬ 
ties,  the  regent  of  the  kingdom  'fhall 
be  elected  as  is  diredled  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article  : 

IV.  The  Legiflative  body  fhali 
not  eledt  the  regent. 

V.  The  eledlors  of  each  diftridf 
fhall  aftemble  in  the  chief  place  of 
their  diftridf,  after  a  proclamation, 
which  fhall  be  idued  in  the  firfl 
week  of  the  new  reign,  by  the  legif¬ 
lative  body  if  convened  ;  and  if  fe- 
parated,  the  minifter  of  juftice  fhall 
be  bound  to  make  that  proclamation 
in  the  fame  week. 

VI.  The  eledlors  fhall  name  in 
every  diftridf,  by  individual  fcrutiny, 
and  abfolute  plurality  of  votes,  a 
citizen  eligible,  and  refident  in  the 
diflridf,  to  whom  they  fhall  give  by 
the  proces-verbal  of  the  eledlion,  a 
fpecial  mandate,  limited  to  the  foie 
fundtion  ofeledfing  the  citizen  whom 
he  fhall  judge  in  his  heart  and  con- 
fcience  the  moff  worthy  of  being 
regent  of  the  kingdom. 

VIJ.  The  citizens  having  thefe 
mandates,  eledted  in  the  diftridfs, 
fhall  be  bound  to  affemble  jn  the 
town  where  the  legiflative  body  holds 
its  feat,  the  fortieth  day  at  fartheft, 
counting  from  that  of  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  minor  king  to  the 
throne;  and  they  fhall  form  there 
the  eledfocal  afTembly,  who  fhall 
proceed  to  the  nomination  of  the 
regent. 

VIII,  The  eledlion  of  the  regent 
fhall  be  made  by  individual  fcrutiny 
and  abfolute  plurality  of  votes, 

IX.  The  eledtoral  aftembly  cannot 
employ  itfelf,  but  relative  to  this  elec¬ 
tion,  and  fhall  feparate  as  fpon  as 
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the  eleftion  is  fmifhed — Every  other 
adt  which  it  fhall  attempt,  is  declar¬ 
ed  unconflitutio.nal  and  of  no  effedt. 

X.  The  electoral'  aflemblv  fhall 
make  its  prefident  prefent  the  pror 
ces-verbai  of  the  election  to  the  le¬ 
giflative  body,  who  after  having  ve¬ 
rified  the  regularity  of  the  election, 
fhall  make  it  public  over  all  the 
kingdom  by  a  proclamation. 

XI.  The  regent  exercifes,  till  the 
king’s  majority,  all  the  functions  of 
royalty,  and  is  not  perfonally  re- 
fponfible  for  the  ads  of  his  admipif- 
tration. 

XII.  The  regent  cannot  begin 
the  exercife  of  his  functions,  till  after 
taking  to  the  nation,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  legiflative  body,  an  oath,  “  To 
be  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and 
the  king ;  and  to  cm  fey  all  the  power 
delegated  to  the  king ,  and  oj-  which 
the  exercife  is  confuted  to  him  during 
the  yiinorily  of  the  king.,  to  maintain 
the  confitution  decreed  by  the  national 
conflituent  afembly,  in  the  years  1789, 
3790,  and  1791,  and  to  caufe  the 
laws  to  be  executed 

If  the  legiflative  body  is  not  a f? 
fembled,  the  regent  fhall  caufe  a 
proclamation  to  be  iffued,  in  which 
fhall  be  exprdled  this  oath,  and  a 
pComife  to  iepeat  it  as  foon  as  the 
legiflative  body  fhall  be  met. 

XIII.  As  lone  as  the  regent  is  not 
entered  on  the  exercife  of  his  func¬ 
tions,  the  fandion  of  the  laws  re¬ 
mains  fufpended  ;  the  minifters con¬ 
tinue  to  perform,  uridem their  re- 
fponfibility,  ail  the  ^eftspf  the  execu¬ 
tive  power. 

XiV,  As  foon  as  the  regent  fhalj 
take  the  path,  the  legiflative  body 
fhall  fix  his  allowance,  which  fhall 
pot  be  altered  during  his  regency. 

XV.  If  on  account  of  the  mino¬ 
rity  of  the  relation  called  to  the 
regency,  it  has  devolved  to  a  more 
difhn$,  relation,  pr  been  fettled  by 


eledion,  the  regent  who  fhall  have 
entered  on  the  exercife  of  it,  fhall 
continue  his  functions  till  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  king. 

XVI.  The  regency  of  the  king¬ 
dom  confers  no  right  over  the  per- 
fon  of  the  minor  king. 

XVil.  The  care  of  the  minor 
king  fhall  be  confided  to  his  mother ; 
and  if  he  has  no  mother,  or  if  fhe  be 
married  again  at  the  time  of  her 
foil’s  acceflion  to  the  throne,  or  if 
flie  marry  again  during  the  minority, 
the  care  of  him  fhall  be  delegated 
by  the  legiii  five  body. 

Neither  the  regent,  nor  his  de¬ 
fendants,  nor  a  woman,  can  be 
chofen  as  guardian  of  the  minor 
king,  j 

XVIII,  In  cafe  of  the  king’s  in-j 
fanitv,  notori, oufly  admitted,  legally 
proved,  and  declared  by  the  legifla¬ 
tive  body,  after  three  fucceflive  de¬ 
liberations  held  monthly,  there  fhalji 
be  a  regency,  as  long  as  fuch  inca-, 
pacity  continues, 

Section  III, 

Of  the  Royal  Family . 

I.  The  prefumptive  heir  fhall 
bear  the  name  of  Prince  Roya'.  He 
cannot  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  with¬ 
out  a  decree  of -the  legiflative  body, 
and  the  king’s  confent. 

If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  if, 
being  arrived  at  eighteen  years  of 
age,  he  do  not  return  to  France, 
after  being  required  by  a  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflative  body,  he  is 
held  to  have  abdicated  the  right  of 
fucceffion  to  the  throne, 

II.  If  the  prefumptive  heir  be  a 
minor,  the  relation  of  full  age,  and 
next  in  order  to  the  regency,  is  L 
bound  to  refide  within  the  kingdom. 
In  cafe  of  his  going  out  of  it,  and  not 
returning  on  the  requifition  of  thej 


\~  ft 


PUBLIC  PAPERS.  (89) 


legulative  body,  he  {hall  be  held  to 
have  abdicated  his  right  to  the  re¬ 
gency, 

III.  The  mother  of  the  minor 
king,  having  the  care  of  him,  orthe 
guardian  eledted,  if  they  go  out  of 
the  kingdom,  forfeit  their  charge. 

f  the  mother  of  the  prefumptive 
heir,  a  minor,  go  out  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  flic  cannot  even  after  her  re¬ 
turn,  have  the  care  of  her  minor  fon, 
become  king,  but  by  a  decree  of  the 
legiftative  body. 

IV.  A  law  111  all  be  made  to  regu¬ 
late  the  education  of  the  minor  king, 
and  that  of  the  minor  heir  pre¬ 
emptive. 

V.  The  members  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  called  to  the  eventual  fuccef- 
fion  to  che  throne  enjoy  the  rights 
of  an  adtive  citizen,  but  are  not 
eligible  to  any  places,  employs,  or 
functions,  in  the  nomination  .of  the 
people. 

Excepting  the  places  of  minifters, 
they  are  capable  ol  offices  and  em¬ 
ploys  in  the  nomination  of  the  king  ; 
however  they  cannot  be  cofnmanders 
in  chief  of  any  army  or  fleet,  nor 
fulfil  the  functions  of  ambaffiadors, 
without  the  confent  of  the  legiftative 
body,  granted  on  the  propotition  of 
the  king. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  royal 
family,  called  to  the  eventual  fuc- 
feiiion  to  the  throne,  fhall  add  the 
denomination  of  French  Prince ,  to 
the  name  which  {hall  have  been 
given  them  in  the  civil  adl,  hating 
their,  birth;  and  this  name  can 
neither  be  patronymic,  nor  formed 
of  any  of  the  qualifications  abohlhed 
by  the  prefent  conftitution. 

The  denomination  of  Prince  can¬ 
not  be  given  to  any  other  individual, 
and  {flail  convey  no  privilege,  nor 
any  exception,  to  the  common  rights 
of  ail  Frenchmen. 

VII.  The  adts  by  which  {hall  be 
| legally  hated  tfle  births,  marriages, 


and  deaths  of  the  French  princes, 
{hall  be  prefented  to  the  legiftative 
body,  who  {hall  command  the  d-e- 
pofit  of  them  in  their  archives. 

Vi  If.  No  real  apanage  (in  land) 
{hall  be  granted  to  the  members  of 
the  royal  family. 

The  younger  fons  of  the  king 
fhall  receive,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  or  on  their  marriage,  an  an¬ 
nuity,  the  amount  of  which  fhall 
be  fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  and 
which  fhall  terminate  with  the  ex- 
tindfion  of  their  male  heirs. 

Section  IV. 

Of  Minifers • 

I.  To  the  king  alone  belongs  the 
choice  and  revocation  of  minifters. 

T.  The  members  of  the, prefent 
national  afternbly,  and  fucceeding 
legiilatures,  the  members  of  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  annulment,  and  thofe  who 
{hall  ferve  in  the  high  jury,  cannot 
be  advanced  to  the  miniftry,  nor 
receive  any  offices,  gifts,  petitions, 
falaries,  or  comm iffions  from  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power,  or  its  agents,  during 
the  continuance  of  their  fundlions, 
nor  during  two  years  after  having 
Unifhed  the  exerciffi  of  them. 

The  fame  {hall  be  the  cafe  w  itb 
refpedl  to  thofe  who  {hall  be  m- 
feribed  in  the  lift  of  the  high  jury, 
during  all  the  time  that  their  in- 
feription  fhall  continue. 

III.  No  one  can  enter  upon  the 
exercife  of  any  employ,  either  in  the 
bureaux  of  minifters,  or  in  thofe  of 
the  adminiftrations  of  public  power, 
without  having  taken  the  civic 
oath,  and  having  verified  his  having 
taken  it. 

IV.  No  order  of  the  king  can  be 
executed,  if  it  be  not  figned  by  him, 
and  counterfigned  by  the  minifter  or 
comptroller  of  the  department. 

V.  The  minifters  are  refponfible 

for 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS.. 


(95) 

for  all  the  offences  committed  by 
them  again#  the  national  fafety  and 
the  conftitution  ; 

For  everv  attack  on  individual 
property  and  liberty  ; 

For  every  wafte  of  the  money 
allotted  for  the* expences  of  their  de¬ 
partment. 

Vi.  In  no  cafe  can  the  written  or 
verbal  order  of  a  king  fnelter  a 
minifter  from  refponfibility. 

VI  f.  The  minifters  are  bound  to 
prefent  every  year  to  the  legiflative 
body,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
the  ft  ate  of  the  expences  of  their  de¬ 
partment  ;  .to  give  an  account  of 
the  employment  of  the  fums  deftined 
for  that  purpofe,  and  to  mention  the 
abufes  which  may  have  crept  into 
the  different  parts  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

VIII.  No  minifter  in  or  out  of 
place,  can  be  criminally  profecuted 
for  any  tranfa£Hon  of  his  adminif- 
tration,  without  a  decree  of  the  le¬ 
giflative  body. 

CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Exercife  ef  the  Legiflative 
Power. 

Section  I. 

Powers  and  Fund  ions  of  the  National 
Legiflative  Ajjembly. 

I.  The  conftitution  delegates 
exclu lively  to  the  legiflative  body, 
the  powers  and  fun<ftions  following  : 

1.  To  propofe  and  decree  laws : 
the  king  can  only  invite  the  legif¬ 
lative  body-  to  take  an  object  into 
Confederation. 

a.  To  fix  the  public  expences. 

3p  "f°  eftablifh  the  public  contri¬ 
butions — to  determine  their  nature, 
quantity,  duration,  and  mode  of 
cohesion. 

4.  To  divide  the  diretft  contribu¬ 
tion  among#  the  departments  of  the 


kingdom— to  fuperintend  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  all  the  public  revenue,  and 
to  demand  an  account  of  it. 

5.  To  decree  the  creation  orfup- 
preffion  of  public  offices. 

6.  To  determine  the  quality, 
weight,  impreffion,  and  name  of  the 
coin. 

7.  To  permit  or  prohibit  the  in- 
tfoduFtion  of  foreign  troops  into  the 
French  territories,  and  of  foreign 
naval  forces  into  the  ports  of  the 
kingdom. 

8.  To  fix  annually,  after  the  pro- 
pofition  of  the  king,  the  number  of 
men  and  fhips  of  which  the  land  and 
naval  armies  fhall  be  compofed  }j 
the  pay  and  number  of  individuals! 
of  each  rank ;  the  rules  of  admif- 
fion  and  promotion  ;  the  forms  of 
inrolment  and  difcharge ;  the  *foi\; 
mation  of  naval  equipments  ;  the; 
ad  million  of  foreign  troops,  or  naval1 * * 4 
forces  into  the  fervice  of  France  ji 
and  the  pay  of  troops,  in  cafe  of  their 
being  difbanded. 

9.  To  regulate  the  adminiftrative* 
government,  and  the  alienation  of 
the  national  domains. 

10.  To  profecute  before  the  high 
national  court,  the  minifters  and 
principal  agents  of  the  executive 
power,  in  what  relates  to  their  re¬ 
fponfibility. 

To  accufe  and  profecute  before! 
the  fame  court,  thofe  who  fhall  be 
charged  with  any  attack  or  confpi-i 
racy  againft  the  general  fafety  of  the 
ftate,  or  againft  the  conftitution. 

11.  To  eftablifh  the  laws,  accord- 
ing  to  which  marks  of  honour  or 
decoration,  purely  perfonal,  fhall 
be-  granted  to  thofe  who  hgve  ren¬ 
dered  fervices  to  the  ftate, 

12.  The  legiflative  body  have  the! 
right  to  decree  public  honours  to, 
the  memory  of  great  men. 

II.  War  cannot  be  determined 
on,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  legilla-| 
live  body  paftcd  on  the  formal  and' 
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ceflary  proportion  of  the  king, 

,d  fanctioned  by  him. 

In  the  cafe  of  imminent  or  com- 
enced  hoftilities,  of  an  ally  to  be 
pported,  or  a  right  to  be  preferved 
force  of  arms,  the  king fhaUpiotify 
e  fame  without  delay  to  the  legif- 
:ive  body,  and  fliali  declare  the 
afons  of  it. 

If  the  legiflative  body  be  not  fit- 
ig,  the  king  fhall  aflemble  it  im- 
ediately. 

if  the  legiflative  body  decide  that 
ar  ought  not  to  be  made,  the  king 
all  immediately  take  meafures  to 

J 

)p  or  prevent  all  hoftilities,  the 
inifters  being  relponfible  for  delays. 
If  the  legiflative  body  find  that 
.e  hoftilities  commenced  are  a 
dpable  aggreflion  on  the  part  of 
inifters.  or  any  other  agent  of  the 
Lecutive  power,  the  author  of  the 
jgreffion  fhal'l  be  profecuted  cri- 
inally. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  war, 
e  legiflative  body  may  require  the 
ng  to  negociate  peace,  and  the 
ng  is  bound  to  yield  to  this  requi- 
:ion. 

On  the  immediate  conclnfion  of 

ar,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix. 

se  time  within  which  the  troops 

vied  above  the  peace  eftablifli- 

lent,  fhall  be  'difcharged,  and  the 

'ffiv  reduced  to  its  ordinary  ftate. 

*  • 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative 
ady  to  ratify  treaties  of  peace,  al- 
ince,  and  commerce,  and  no  treaty 
tall  have  effedl  but  by  this  ratifica- 
on. 

IV.  The  legiflative  body  has  the 
ght  of  determining  the  place  of  its  ^ 
tings,  of  continuing  them  as  long 

it  fhall  think  neceflary,  aad  of  ad- 
urning  ;  at  the  commencement  of 
tch  reign,  if  it  be  not  fitting,  it 
all  be  bound  to  meet  without 
lay. 


(90 

It  has  the  right  of  police  in  the 
place  of  its  fitting,  and  to  fuch  ex¬ 
tent  around  it  as  fliali  be  determined. 

It  has  the  right  of  difcipline  over 
its  members  ;  but  it  can  pronounce 
no  heavier  punifhment  than  cenfure, 
arreft  for  eight  days,  or  imprifon- 
menc  for  three. 

It  has  the  right  of  difpofing,  for 
its  fafety,  and  the  refpe&that  is  due 
to  it,  of  the'  forces  which  fliali  be 
placed,  by  its  confent,  in  the  city 
where  it  fliali  hold  its  fittings. 

V.  The  executive  power  cannot 
march,  or  quarter  or  {-ration  any 
troops  of  the  line  within  thirty 
thoufand  toifes  of  the  legiflative 
body,  except  on  its  requifition,  or 
by  its  authority. 

Section  II. 

Holding  of  the  Sittings ,  and  Form  of 
deliberating. 

I.  The  deliberations  of  the  le- 
giflative  body  fliali  be  public,  and 
the  proceedings  of  its  fittings  fliali 
be  printed. 

II.  The  legiflative  body,  may,  how¬ 
ever,  on  any  occafion,  form  itfelf 
into  a  general  committee. 

Fiftv  members  fliali  have  a  right 
to  demand  this. 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
general  committee,  the  afliftants  fliali 
retire,  the  chair  of  theprefident  fhall 
be  vacant,  and  order  fliali  be  main¬ 
tained  by  the  vice-prefident. 

III.  No  legiflative  a6f  can  be  de¬ 
bated  and  decreed,  except  in  the 
following  form  : 

IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  fhall  be 
read  thrice,  at  three  intervals,  the 
fliorteft  of  which  cannot  be  lefs  thai^ 
eight  days. 

V.  The  difcuflion  fhall  be  open 
after,  every  reading  ;  nevetherlefs, 

after 
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after  the  firU  or  fecond  reading,  the 
legiflative  body  may  declare  that 
there  is  reafon  for  adjournment,  or 
that  there  is- no  need  for  delibera¬ 
tion  ;  in  this  laft  cafe,  the  plan  of 
the  decree  may  be  introduced  again 
in  the  fame  feflion.  / 

Every  plan  of' a  decree  fliall  be 
printed  and  diftributed  before  the 
fecond  reading  of  it  can  be  com¬ 
menced. 

VI.  After  the  third  reading,  the 
prefident  fnail  be  bound  to  propofe 
It  to  deliberation  ;  and  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  decide,  whether  they  are 
qualified  to  pafs  a  definitive  decree, 
or  would  rather  chnfc  to  pod  pone 
their'  decifrbn,  in  order  to  gather 
mobe  ample" information  on  the  fuh- 
jea. 

VII.  The  legiflative  body  can¬ 
not  deliberate,  if  the  meeting  do  not 
confift  of  at  lea  ft  two  hundred 
members :  and  no  decree  Ilia  11  be 
made,  except  by  the  abfolute  major¬ 
ity'  of  votes. 

VltT.  No  plan  of  a  law,  which, 
after  having  been  fubmitted  to  dif- 
cuflion,  fhall  have  been  rejetled  af¬ 
ter  the  third-reading,  can  again  be 
introduced  the  fame  feffion. 

IX.  The  preamble  of  every  defi¬ 
nitive  decree  fhall  announce,  fil'd 
the  dates  of  thofe  fitting's  at  which 

O 

the  three  readings  of  the  plan  of  the 
decree  were  nude  j  fecond,., the  de¬ 
cree  by  which  it  fhall  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  after  the  third  reading,  to 
decide  definitely. 

X.  The  king  fhall  refufe  his 
fandfion  to  decrees  whole  preamble 
fhall  not  atteft  the  obfervrom  .oi  the 
above  forms  5  -if  any  of  thole  decrees 
be  ian&ioned,  the  minifters  fliall 
neither  put  to  it  the  feal,  nor  pro¬ 
mulgate  it,  and  their  refponfibility 
ii}  this  refpecb  dull  continue  fix 
years. 

:  ’  X  I.  Excepting  from  thefe  regu¬ 
lations,  decrees  recognized,  and  de¬ 


clared  urgent  by  a  previous  deli  be 
ration  of  the  legiflative  body  j  bu 
they  may  be  modified,  or  revoked 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  feffion. 

The  decree  by  which  a  matte 
fhall  have  been  declared  urgent 
fliall  announce  the  reafons  of  i 
and  there  fhall  be  mention  made 
this  previous  decree  in  the  preair 
ble  of  the  definitive  decree. 

Section  III. 

Of  the  Royal  Sanhlion. 


I.  The  decrees  of  the  legifh 
tive  body  are  presented  to  the  kinj 
who  may  refufe  his  aflent  to  them. 

II.  In  the  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  tb 
royal  aflent,  that  refufal  is  only  fu 
pen/we. 

When  the  two  following  legifh 
times  which  fliall  follow  that  1 
which  the  decree  was  prefente< 
fliall  fucceflively  reprefent  the  fair;! 
decree  in  the  fame  terms  in  whic 
it  was  originally  conceived,  the  kin 
fliall  be  deemed  to  have  given  h 
fanflion. 

I  I.  The  aflent  of  the  king  is  e;j 
prefled  to  each  decree,  by  the  fo 
folowihg  formula ,  figned  by  tn 
king  :  R  he  king  '  confnts3  and  ivii\ 
cauje  it  to  he  executed. 

The  fufpenfive  refufal  -is  thus  e; 
prefled  :  R he  king  will  examine. 

IV.  The  king  is  bound  to  expre 
his  aflent,  or  refufal,  to  each  decre* 
within  two  months  after  it  fhall  hav 
been  prefehted, 

V.  No  decree  to  which  the  kin] 

has  refilled  his  aflent,  can  be  pr 
fented  to  him  by  the  fame  legifb 
ture.  ‘  | 

VI.  The  decree  fanflioned  b| 
the  king,  and  thofe  which  havi 
been  prefented  to  him  by  three  fu<! 
cefilve  legiflatiires,  alone  have  thj 
force  of  a  law,  -and  bear  the  n&n 
and  title  of  laws* 

VII 


P  U  E  L  I  1  C 

VII.  There  fllall  be,  however, 
«ecuted  as  laws,  without  being  fob¬ 
bed  to  fandtion,  thofe  ails-  of  the 
giflative  body  which  relate  to  its 
)nftitution  as  a  deliberating  ailem- 

iy;  • 

Its  interior  police,  and  that 
bich  it  may  exercife  in  the  ex- 
rnal  fpace,  which  it  fhall  have  de¬ 
rm  In ed  ; 

The  verification  of  the  powers  of 
ic  members  prefent ; 

The  injundVions  to  abfent  mem- 
•fs  ;  .  ■  #  '  . 

The  convocation  of  the  orimarv 

■i.  4 

femblies  in  cafe  of  delay  ; 

The  exercife  of  conftitutional  fn- 
irintendance  over  the  adminidra- 
rs,  and  municipal  officers  ; 
Quedions  of  eligibility,  or  the 
lidity  of  elections. 

Exempting  like  wife  from  fanc- 
m,  acts  relative  to  the  refponfi- 
lity  of  m  finders,  and  all  decrees 
lporting  that  there  is  ground  of 
eufation. 

VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  legilla- 
e  body,  concerning  the  efbblifh- 
?nt,  prorogation,  and  collection 

public  contributions,  fhall  bear 
e  name  and  title  of  laws;  they 
all  be  promulgated  and  executed 
thout  being  fubje<ft  to  fanbtion, 
cept  with  refpect  to  thofe  difpo- 
ions,  which  fhoulci  eftablifii  other 
nalties  than  pecuniary  fines  and 
nflraints. 

Thefe  decrees  cannot  be  paiTed 
it  after  the  obfeivation  of  the 
rmalities  prefcribed  by  the  articles 
5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  of  fe£t.  II. 
the  prefent  chapter ;  and  the 
dilative  body  fhall  not  infert  in 
any  difpofitions  foreign  to  their 
je£t. 

Section  IV. 

nnedlicn  of  the  Le  jiaii<ve  Body 
<ujith  the  Ki  77 . 

I*  When  the  legidative  body  is 
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definitively  condituted,  it  fhall  fend 
a  deputation  to  inform  the  king. 
The  king  may  every  year  open  the 
feffion,  and  propofe  the  objects, 
which,  during  its  continuance,  he 
thinks  ought  to  be  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  this  form,  however,  is 
not  to  be  coniidered  as  ?iecefdry  to 
the  activity  of  the  legiflative  body. 

III.  When  the  legiflative  body 
wifiies  to  adjourn  longer  than  fif¬ 
teen  days,  it  is  bound  to  inform  the 
king,  by  a  deputation,  at  leaf!  eight 
days  previous. 

II.  A  week,  at  lead,  before  the 
end  of  each  feffion,  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  fend  a  deputation  to  the 
king,  to  announce  to  him  the  day 
on  which  it  propofes  to  terminate 
its  fittings.  The  king  may  come, 
in  order  to  clofe  the  feffion. 

IV.  If  the  king  find  it  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  welfare  of  the  date, 
that  the  feffion  be  continued,  or  that 
the  adjournment  be  put  off,  or  take 
place  only  for  a  fhorter  time,  he 
may  fend  a  meflage  to  this  effe<d,  on 
which  the  legiflative  body  is  bound 
to  deliberate. 

V.  The  king  fhall  convoke  the 
legiflative  body,  during  the  interval 
of  its  feffion,  at  all  times  when  the 
intereft  of  the  date  fhall  appear  to 
him  to  require  it,  as  well  as  in  thofe 
cafes  which  the  legiflative  body  fhall 
have  forefeen  and  determined,  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  adjournment. 

VI.  Whenever  the  king  fhall  vi- 
fit  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  legi¬ 
flative  body,  he  diall  be  received 
and  conduced  back  by  a  deputa¬ 
tion  ;  he  cannot  be  accompanied 
into  the  inner  part  of  the  hall  bv  any 
except  the  prince  royal  and  the 
ininiders. 

VII.  The  prefident  can  in  no 
cafe  form  part  of  a  deputation. 

VIII.  The  legiflative  body  fhall 
ceafe  to  be  a  deliberating  body 
whiift  the  king  fhall  be  prefent. 

IX .  The 
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IX.  The  adls  of  correfpondence 
of  the  king  with  the  legiflative  body, 
fliall  be  always  counted] gned  by  a 
mini  Her. 

X.  I  he  m-iniflers  of  the  king 
fliall  have  admiffion  into  the  na¬ 
tional  legiflative  aflembly ;  they 
lhali  have  a  Diace  affigned  to  them  ; 
they  fliall  be  heard  always  when 
they  demand  it  on  objedls  relative 
to  their  adminiftration,  or  when 
they  fhall  be  required  to  give  infor¬ 
mation.  They  fhall  alfo  be  heard 
on  objedls  foreign  to  their  admi¬ 
niftration,  when  the  national  aflem- 
bly  fliall  grant  them  liberty  to 
fpeak. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Exercife  of  the  Executive 
Power, 

I.  The  fupreme  executive  power 
refides  exclulively  in  the  hands  of 
the  king. 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of 
the  general  adminiftration  of  the 
kingdom  :  the  care  of  watching 
over  the  maintenance  of  public 
order  and  tranquillity  is  entrufted 
to  him. 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of 
the  land  and  fea  forces. 

To  the  king  is  delegated  the  care 
of  watching  over  the  exterior  fecu- 
rity  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  main¬ 
taining  its  rights  and  poffelfions. 

II.  The  king  names  ambafladors, 
and  the  other  agents  of  political  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

He  bellows  the  command  of  ar¬ 
mies  and  fleets,  and  the  ranks  of 
marfhal  of  France  and  admiral. 

He  names  two  thirds  of  the  rear- 
admirals,  one  half  of  the  lieutenant- 
generals,  camp  marflials,  captains  of 
fhips,  and  colonels  of  the  national 
gendarmerie. 

He  names  a  third  of  the  colonels 


and  lieutenant- colonels,  and  a  fixtij 
of  the  lieutenants  of  fhips — th 
whole  in  conformity  to  the  lav 
with  refpedl  to  promotion. 

He  appoints,  in  the  civil  ad  mini 
flration  of  the  marine,  the  dire&ors 
the  comptrollers,  the  treafurers  o 
the  arfenals,  the  mailers  of  th 
works,  the  under  mailers  of  civil 
buildings,  half  of  the  mailers  of  ad 
miniflration,  and  of  the  under-maf 
ters  of  conllrudion. 

He  appoints  the  commiffaries  cj 
the  tribunals. 

He  appoints  the  chief  fuperin 
tendants  of  the  adminillration  c 
indirect  contributions,  and  the  ad 
miniflration  of  national  domains.  ;j 

He  fuperintends  the  coinage  (j 
money,  and  appoints  the  officers  erl 
trufted  with  this  fuperintendance  i 
the  general  commiffion  and  th 
mints. 

The  effigy  of  the  king  is  ftrucj 
on  all  the  coinage  of  the  kingdom. 

III.  The  king  orders  letters  p;i 
tent,  brevets,  and  corrirniffions,  to  111 
delivered  to  ail  the  public  offic ' 
that  ought  to  receive  them. 

IV.  The  king  orders,  a  lift  j 
penfions  and  gratifications  to  1 
made  out,  for  the  purpole  of  ben 
prefented  to  the  legiflative  boc  ■ 
each  feffion,  and  decreed,  if  there  • 
reafon  for  it. 

'  1 1 

Section  I.  I 

Of  the  Promulgation  of  Laws,  j 

I.  The  executive  power  ! 
charged  with  ordering  the  leal  I 
Hate  to  be  put  to  laws,  and  caulki 
them  to  be  promulgated. 

-  It  is  equally  charged  with  ca 
ling  to  be  promulgated  and  exec 
ted,  thofe  adlsof  the  legiflative  bo< 
which  have  no  need  of  the  fan£li<j’ 
of  the  king. 

II.  Two  copies  of  each  Jaw  lb  > 
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>e  made,  both  figned  by  the  king, 
ounterdgned  by  the  minifter  of 
uftice,  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of 
rate.  The  one  (hall  be  depofited 
:i  the  archives  of  the  feal,  and  the 
ther  fhall  be  fent  to  the  archives 
f  the  legidative  body. 

III.  The  promulgation  of  laws 
tall  be  thus  expreded  : 

“  N.  (the  king’s  name)  by  the 
grace  of  God,  and  the  conditu- 
tional  law  of  the  date,  king  of  the 
French,  to  all  prefent  and  to 
come,  greeting.  The  national 
aflembly  has  decreed,  and  we 
will  and  ordain  as  follows : 

(Here  a  literal  copy  of  the  decree 
tall  be  infected,  without  any  varia- 
on.) 

“  We  command  and  ordain  to 
all  admin  iftrative  bodies  and 
courts  of  juflice,  to  caufe  thefe 
prefents  to  be  tranfcribed  on  their 
regifters,  read  and  publifhed,  and 
pofted  up  in  their  departments 
and  refpedtive  place  of  refort,  and 
executed  as  a  law  of  the  realm ; 
in  which  we  have  figned  thefe  pre¬ 
fents,  to  which  we  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  the  date  to  be  put.” 

IV.  If  the  king  be  a  minor,  laws, 
reclamations,  and  other  adts  pro- 
ceding  from  the  royal  authority 
uring  the  regency,  Hiall  be  con- 
sived  in  thefe  terms : 

“  N.  (the  name  of  the  regent) 
regent  of  the  kingdom,  in  the 
name  of  N.  (the  king's  name)  by 
the  grace  of  God  and  the  confti- 
tutional  law  of  the  date,  king  of 
the  French,  &c.” 

V.  The  executive  pou  er  is  bound 
>  fend  the  laws  to  the  adminidra- 
ve  bodies  and  courts  of  judice,  to 
-  certified  that  they  are  fo  fent, 
td  to  anfwer  for  it  to  the  legidative 
ody. 

VI.  The  excutive  power  cannot 
Lake  any  law,  not  even  provifional, 
-it  merely  proclamations,  conform¬ 
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able  to  the  laws,  to  ordain  or  en* 
force  the  execution. 

Section  II. 

Of  the  Interior  Adminif ration* 

t 

I.  There  is  in  each  department 
a  fuperior  adminidration,  and  in 
each  didridt  a  fubordinate  admini¬ 
dration. 

II.  The  adminidrators  have  no 
charadter  of  reprefentation. 

They  are  agents,  chofen  for  a  time 
by  the  people,  to  exercife,  under 
the  fuperintendance  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  king,  the  admin  idrative 
fundtions. 

III.  They  can  neither  interfere 
in  the  exercife  of  the  legidative 
power,  nor  fufpend  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  nor  afiiime  any  autho¬ 
rity  over  judicial  proceedings,  nor 
over  military  regulations  or  opera¬ 
tions. 

IV.  The  adminidrators  are  ef- 
fentially  charged  with  the  repartition, 
of  the  direct  taxes,  and  with  the 
fuperintendance  of  the  funds  arifing 
from  all  the  contributions  and  pub¬ 
lic  revenues  in  their  territory. 

It  belong  to  the  legidative  power 
to  determine  the  rules  and  mode  of 
their  fundtions,  both  with  refpedt  to 
the  objedts  above  mentioned,  as  well 
as  with  refpedt  to  all  the  ©ther  parts 
of  the  interior  adminidration. 

V.  The  kino  has  the  right  of  an- 
nulling  fuch  ads  of  the  adminidra¬ 
tors  of  department,  as  are  contrary 
to  the  law,  or  the  orders  he  has 
tranfmitted  to  them. 

He  may,  in  cafe  of  obdinate  dif- 
obedience,  or  of  their  endangering, 
by  their  adts,  the  fafetv  or  peace 
of  the  public,  fufpend  them  from 
their  functions. 

VI.  The  adminidrators  of  depart¬ 
ment  have  alfo  the  right  of  annul¬ 
ling  the  adts  of  the  fub -adminidra¬ 
tors. 
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tors'  of  diftridl,  contrary  to  the  laws 
or  to  the  arrets  of  adminiftrators 
of  department,  or  to  the  orders 
which  the  latter  fit  all  have  given  or 
iranfmitted. 

Thev  may  likewife,  in  cale  of 
an  obftinate  difobedienee  on  the  part 
of  the  fub-admimftrators,  or  if  the 
latter  endanger,  by  their  a&s,  the 
public  fafety  or  tranquillity,  fufpend 
them  from  their  functions,  with  the 
referve  of  informing  the  king,  who 
may  remove  or  confirm  the  iufpen- 
£011. 

VI  I.  The  king,  if  the  adm initia¬ 
tors  of  department  fhall  not  ufe  the 
power  which  is  delegated  to  them 
in  the  article  above,  may  directly 
annul  the  a£ts  of  fub-adminiftra- 
tors,  and  fufpend  them  in  the  fame 
cafes. 

VIII.  Whenever  the  king  fhall 
pronounce  or  confirm  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  adminiftrators,  or  fub-admi- 
niftrators,  he  fhall  inform  the  It  gif 
lative  body.  This  body  may  either 
remove  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion, 
or  even  diftolve  the  culpable  admi- 
niftration ;  and  if  there  be  ground, 
remit  all  the  adminiftrators,  orfome 
of  them,  to  the  criminal  tribunals, 
or  enforce  againft  them  the  decree 
of  accufation. 

Section  III. 

Of  Externa!  Connexions* 

I.  The  king  .alone  can  keep  up 
foreign  political  conrfedtions,  con¬ 
duct  negociations,  make  prepara¬ 
tions  of  war,  proportioned  to  thofe 
of  the  neighbouring  ftates  ;  diftri- 
bute  the  land  and  fea  forces,  as  he 
fhall  judge  moft  fuitable,  and  re¬ 
gulate  their  direction  in  cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war  fhall 
be  made  in  thefe  terms  ;  By  the 
king  of  the  French ,  in  the  name  of 
the  nation . 
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III.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  re- 
folve  and  ftgn  with  all  foreign  pow 
ers,  all  treaties  of  peace,  allianct 
and  commerce,  and  other  conven¬ 
tions,  which  he  fhall  judge  neceftan 
foi  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  with  s 
referve  for  the  ratification  of  the 
legislative  body. 

CHAP.  V.  j 

Of  the  'Judicial  Power, 

I.  The  judicial  power  can  ill 
no  cafe  be  exercifed,  either  by  the 
legiflative  body,  or  the  king. 

II.  Juftice  fliall  be  gratuitously 
rendered,  by  judges  chofen  for  <1 
time  by  the  people,  instituted  bj 
letters  patent  of  the  king,  who  can  j 
not  refufe  to  grant  them.  They 
cannot  be  depofed,  but  for  forfeiture] 
duly  judged  ;  nor  fufpended,  but  foil 
an  accufation  admitted. 

The  public  accufers  fhall  be  naj 
med  by  the  people. 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  eithe  j 
interfere  in  the  exercife  of  the  legifj 
lative  power,  or  fufpend  the  exer 
cution  of  the  laws,  or  undertake  th< 
adminiftrative  functions,  or  cite  be 
fore  them  the  adminiftrators,  oil 
account ‘of  their  functions. 

IV.  The  citizens  cannot  be  with  * 
drawn  from  the  judges  whom  thijj 
law  aifigns  to  them  by  any  com  ! 
million,  or  by  any  other  attribu  j 
tions  or  evocations  than  thofe  whicii 
are  determined  by  the  laws. 

V.  The  right  of  the  citizens  t<| 
terminate  definitively  their  difpute}| 
by  the  way  of  arbitration,  fhall  re  { 
ceive  no  infringement  from  the  a£t 
of  the  legiflative  power. 

VI.  The  ordinary  courts  of  juf 
tice  cannot  receive  any  civil  action! 
until  it  be  certified  to  them  that  thjj 
parties  have  appeared, or  that  thepuri 
fuer  has  cited  the.oppofite  party  ti| 
appear  before  mediatory  to  endeaJ 
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vour  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion. 

VII.  There  fhall  be  one  or  more 
juftlces  of  peace  in  the  canton  and  in 
the  towns.  The  number  of  them 
ihail  be  determined  by  the  legiflative 
power. 

VII T.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative 
power  to  regulate  the  number  and 
extent  of  jurisdiction  of  the  tri¬ 
bunals,  and  the  number  of  judges 
of  which  each  tribunal  fhall  be  com- 
pofed. 

IX.  In  criminal  matters,  no  ci¬ 
tizen  can  be  tried,  but  on  an  accufa- 
tion  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed 
by  the  legiflative  body,  in  the  cafes 
where  it  belongs  to  it  to  purfue  the 
accufation. 

After  the  admiflion  of  the  ac- 
cufation,  the  fa6t  fliall  be  recogni¬ 
sed  and  declared  by  a  jury. 

The  accufed  lhall  have- a  right 
to  refufe,  as  far  as  twenty  jurors, 
without  afligning  reafons. 

The  jury  which  declares  the  facft, 
cannot  be  of  fewer  than  twelve  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  application  of  the  law  fliall 
be  made  by  judges. 

The  inftruCtion  of  the  procefs 
fliall  be  public,  and  the  afliftance  of 
counfei  cannot  be  refufed  to  the  ac¬ 
cufed. 

No  man  acquitted  by  a  lawful 
jury,  can  be  retaken  or  accufed  on 
account  of  the  fame  fa<ft. 

X.  No  man  can  be  feized  upon, 
but  in  order  to  be  conducted  before 
an  officer  of  police  :  and  no  man 
can  be  ar refled  or  detained,  but  in 
virtue  of  a  mandate  of  the  officers 
of  police  ;  of  an  order  for  perfonal 
arreftation  by  a  tribunal ;  of  a  de¬ 
cree  of  accufation  of  the  legiflative 
body,  in  the  cafes  where  it  belongs 
to  it  to  pronounce ;  or  of  a  fentence 
of  imprifonment  or  detention  for 
the  fake  of  correction. 

XI.  Every  man  feized  upon  and 
1791. 
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conducted  before  an  officer  of  po¬ 
lice,  fliall  be  examined  immediate¬ 
ly,  or  at  lateft  in  twenty-four  hours 
‘  If  i,t  refult  from  the  examination, 
that-  there  be  no  ground  for  blame 
againft  him,  he  fliall  be  direCtly  fet 
at  liberty  ;  or  if  there  be  ground  to 
fend  him  to  a  houfe  of  arreft,  he 
fliall  be  conducted  there  with  the 
leaft  delay  poffible,  and  that  in  any 
cafe  cannot  exceed  three  days. 

XII.  No  man  arrefled  can  be 
detained  if  he  give  Sufficient  bail,  in 
all  cafes  where  the  law  permits  a 
man  to  remain  free  under  bail. 

XIII.  No  man,  in  the  cafes  when 
detention  is  authorifed  by  the  law, 
can  be  conducted  or  detained  any 
where,  but  in  thofe  places  legally 
and  publickly  marked  out  as  houfes 
of  arreft,  of  juft  ice,  or  prifons. 

XIV.  No  guard  nor  jailor  can 
receive  or  detain  any  man,  but  in 
virtue  of  a  mandate,  order  of  arreft, 
decree  of  accufation,  or  fentence, 
mentioned  in  the  tenth  article  above, 
nor  without  tranfcribing  them  in 
his  own  regifter. 

XV.  Every  guard  or  jailor  is 
bound,  and  no  order  can  releafe 
him  from  the  obligation,  to  produce 
the  perfon  detained  to  the  civil  of¬ 
ficer  who  fuperintends  the  police  of 
the  houfe  of  arreft,  as  often  as  it 
fliall  be  required  of  him. 

The  production  of  the  perfon 
detained,  cannot  alfo  be  refufed  to 
his  relations  and  friends,  who  bring 
an  order  from  a  civil  officer,  who 
fliall  be  bound  always  to  grant  it, 
unlefs  the  guard  or  jailor  produce 
an  order  form  a  judge,. tranfcribed 
in  his  regifter,  to  keep  the  perfon 
arrefted  l'ecret. 

XVI.  Every  man,  whatever  be  his 
place  or  occupation,  except  thofe  to 
whom  the  law  confides  the  right  of 
arreftation,  who  fliall  give,  fign, 
execute,  or  make  to  be  executed, 
an  order  to  arreft  a  citizen ;  or  who- 

(G)  ever, 
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ever,  even  in  the  cafes  of  arreftation 
authonfed  by  the  law,  fhall  conduct, 

; receive,  or  detain  a  citizen,  in  a  place 
of  detention  not  publicly  and  legal¬ 
ly  marked  out  ;  and  every  guard  or 
jailor  who  fliall  act  in  oppofition  to 
the  difpofltion  of  the  above  XIV. 
and  XV.  articles ;  fliall  be  culpable 
of  the  crime  of  arbitrary  detention. 

XVII.  No  man  can  be  taken  up, 
or  profecuted,  on  account  of  the 
writings  which  he  has  caufed  to  be 
printed  or  published,  whatever  be 
their  fubjedt,  if  he  has  riot  designedly 
provoked  difobedieyice  to  the  law, 
outrage  to  the  eftablifhed  powers, 
and  refinance  to  their  adts,  or  any 
of  the  adtions  declared  crimes  or  of¬ 
fences  by  the  law. 

The  cenfure  of  all  the.  adts  of  the 
eftablifhed  powers  is  permitted  ;  but 
voluntary  calumnies  againft  the 
probity  of  public  officers,  and  againft 
the  rectitude  of  their  intentions  in 
the  exercife  of  their  fundtions,  may 
be  profecuted  by  thofe  who  are  the 
fubjedf  of  them. 

Calumnies  or  injurious  fayings 
againft  any  kind  of  perfons,  relative 
to  the  adtions  of  their  private  life, 
fliall  be  punifhed  by  profecution. 

XVI 11.  No  man  can  be  judged, 
either  civilly  or  criminally,  for  adts 
of  writing,  printing  or  publifhing, 
except  it  has  been  recognifed  and 
delared  by  a  jury,  lit,  that  there  is 
an  offence  in  the  writing  denoun¬ 
ced  :  2d,  that  the  perfon  profe¬ 
cuted  is  guilty  of  it. 

XIX.  There  fliall  be,  for  the 
whole  kingdom,  one  only  tribunal 
of  annulment,  eftablifhed  near  the 
leffiflative  body.  Its  fundtions  fliall 

o  * 

be,  to  pronounce 

On  demands  of  annulment  of 
judgments  ygiven  in  the  laft  refort 
by  the  tribunals  ;  . 

On  demands  of  being  remitted 
from  one  tribunal  to  another,  for 
lawful  caufes  of  fufpicion  > 


On  regulations  refpedting  judges* 
and  fuits  againft:  a  whole  tribunal. 

XX.  In  queftions  of  annulment, 
the  tribunal  of  annulment  fliall 
never  take  cognizance  of  the  affair 
itfelf  5  but  after  having  annulled  the 
fentence  which  fhall  have  been  pro¬ 
nounced  in  a  procefs,  and  in  which 
the  forms  have  been  violated,  or 
which  fhall  contain  an  exprefs  con- 
tradidlion  to  the  law,  it  fliall  remit 
the  original  affair  ro  the  tribunal 
which  ought  to  decide  on  it. 

XXI.  When,  after  being  twice 
annulled,  a  fentence  pronounced  by 
a  third  tribunal  fliall  be  attacked  on 
the  fame  grounds  as  at  firft,  ^  the 
queftion  fliall  no  more  be  judged  by 
the  tribunal  of  annulment,  without 
having  been  fubmitted  to  the  legif- 
lative  body,  who  fhall  pafs  a  decree 
declarative  of  the  law,  to  which  the 
tribunal  of  annulment  fliall  be 
bound  to  conform. 

XXII.  Every  year,  the  tribunal 
of  annulment  fliall  be  bound  to  fend 
to  the  bar  of  the  legislative  body,  a 
deputation  of  eight  of  its  members,- 
to  prefent  a  flats  of  the  deciftons 
palled ;  on  the  margin  of  each  of 
which  fhall  be  placed  a  fliort  ac¬ 
count  of  the  affair,  and  the  text  of 
the  law  which  fliall  have  determined 
the  decifton. 

XXIII.  A  high  national  court, 
formed  of  the  ntembers  of  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  annulment,  and  of  high 
jurors,  fhall  take  cognizance  of  of¬ 
fences  committed  by  the  minifters 
and  principal  agents  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  of  thofe  crimes  which 
attack  the  general  fafety  of  the 
ftate,  after  the  legiflative  body  fhall 
have  palfed  a  decree  for  accufation* 

It  fliall  not  he  affembled  but  at 
the  proclamation  of  the  legiflative 
body,  and  at  the  diftance  of  thirty 
thoufand  toifes  at  leaf!  from  the 
place  where  the  legiflative  body 
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3tXIV.  The  orders  ifilied  for 
executing  the  judgments  of  the  tri¬ 
bunals,  iliall  be  conceived  in  thele 
terms  : 

“  N.  (the  name  of  the  king)  by 

the  grace  of  God,  and  by  the 
“  conftitutional  law  of  the  ftate, 
“  king  of  the  French,  to  all  prefent 
“  and  to  come,  greeting.  The  tri- 

u  bunal  of - has  pafted  the 

“  following  judgment  [Here 
fliall  following  a  copy  of  the  judg¬ 
ment,  in  which  fliall  be  mentioned 
the  names  of  the  judges.] 

“  We  charge  and  enjoin  all  of- 
“  ficers,  upon  the  prefent  demand, 
“  to  put  the  faid  judgment  into 
“  execution,  our  commiftaries  of 
“  the  tribunals  to  enforce  the  fame, 
“  and  all  the  commanders  and  of- 
“  iicers  of  the  public  force  to  be 
“  aflifting  with  their  force,  when 
“  it  fliall  be  legally  required  :  In 
“  witnefs  of  which,  the  prefent 
“  judgment  has  been  figned  by  the 
“  president  of  the  tribunal,  and  by 
“  the  regifter.” 

XXV.  The  funftions  of  the 
king’s  commiffaries  in  the  tribunals, 
fliall  be,  to  require  the  obfervance 
of  the  laws  in  the  judgments  to  be 
given,  and  to  caufe  them  to  be 
executed  after  they  are  paffed. 

•  They  fliall  not  be  public  accu- 
fers ;  but  they  fliall  be  heard  on  all 
accufations,  and  fliall  require,  dur¬ 
ing  procefs,  regularity  of  forms, 
and,  before  judgment,  application  of 
the  law. 

XXVI.  The  king’s  commiffaries 
in  the  tribunals  fliall  denounce  to 
the  direftor  of  the  jury,  either  of¬ 
ficially,  or  according  to  orders  given 
them  by  the  king ; 

Offences  againft  the  individual 
liberty  of  citizens,  againft  the  free 
circulation  of  provisions  and  other 
objects  ,of  commerce,  and  againft 
the  colleftion  of  contributions  : 

Offences  by  which  the  execution 
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of  orders  given  by  the  king,  in  the 
exercife  of  the  functions  delegated 
to  him,  fliall  be  difturbed  or  imped¬ 
ed  ; 

Infringements  on  the  laws  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  oppofition  to  the  execution, 
of  judgments  •  aiid  to  all  executive 
afts  proceeding  from  eftablifhed 
powers. . 

XXVII.  The  minifter  of  juftice 
fliall  denounce  to  the  tribunal  of  ap¬ 
peal,  by  means  of  the  king’s  com- 
miffary,  and  without  prejudice  to 
the  rights  of  the  parties  injerefted, 
the  afts  in  which  the  judges  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  bounds  of  their  power. 

The  tribunal  fliall  annul  thefe 
afts ;  and  if  they  give  ground  for 
forfeiture,  the  faft  fliall  be  repre- 
fented  to  the  legifiative  body,  which 
fliall  pafs  the  decree  of  accufation  if 
there  be  ground,  and  refer  the  par¬ 
ties  informed  againft  to  the  high 
national  court. 

T  I  T  L  E  IV. 

Of  the  Public  Force . 

I.  The  public  force  is  inflituted 
to  defend  the  ftate  againft  external 
enemies,  and  to  maintain  internal 
order  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  j  , 

I !.  It  is  compofed, 

Of  the  land  and  fira  armies  ; 

Of  the  troops  fpecially  deftined 
for  home  fervice ; 

And,  fubfidiariiy,  of  the  aftive 
citizens,  and  their  children  of  age 
to  bear  arms,  regiftered  in  the  roll 
of  national  guards. 

III.  The  national  guards  do  not 
form  a  military  bodv,  or  an  inftitu- 
tion  m  the  ftate,;  they  are  the  citi¬ 
zens  themfelves,  called  to  aftift  the 
public  force. 

IV.  The  citizens  can  never  em¬ 
body  themfeves,  or  aft  as  national 
guards,  but  by  virtue  of  a  legal  re- 
quifition  of  authority, 

(G  z)  V.  They 
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V.  They  are  fubjedl  in  this  qua¬ 
lity  to  an  organization,  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  law. 

They  fhall  be  diftinguifhed  in  the 
whole  kingdom,  by  only  one  form 
of  difcipline,  and  one  uniform. 

Diftinftions  of  rank  and  fubordi- 
nation,  fublift  only  relative  to  the 
fervice,  and  during  its  continuance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  for  a 
time,  and  cannot  again  be  chofen 
till  after  a  certain  interval  of  fervice 
as  foldiers. 

None  fhall  command  the  national 
guard  of  more  than  one  diftridt. 

VII.  All  the  parts  of  the  public 
force  employed  for  the  fafety 
of  the  flate  from  foreign  enemies, 
fhall  a£t  under  the  command  of  the 
king. 

VI If.  No  bodv  or  detachment  of 

j 

troops  of  the  line  can  adf  in  the 
internal  part  of  the  kingdom  with¬ 
out  a  legal  order. 

IX.  No  agent  of  the  public  force 
can  enter  the  houfe  of  a  citizen,  if  it 
be  not  on  purpofe  to  execute  the 
orders  of  police  and  of  juftice,  or 
in  cafes  formally  provided  for  by  the 
law. 

X.  The  requisition  of  the  public 
force,  in  the  internal  part  of  the 
kingdom,  belongs  to  the  civil  of¬ 
ficers,  according  to  the  regulations 
provided  by  the  legiflative  power. 

XI.  When  any  department  is 
throughout  in  a  hate  of  commo¬ 
tion,  the  king  fhall  iff ue,  under  the 
refporifibility  of  ministers,  the  ne- 
ceffary  orders  for  the  execution  of 
laws,  and  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
order ;  but  with  the  referve  of  in¬ 
forming  the  legiflative  body  if  it  be 
affernbled,  and  of  convoking  it  if  it 
be  not  fitting. 

XII.  The  public  force  is  ejjent tal¬ 
ly  obedient ;  no  armed  body  can  de¬ 
liberate. 

XIII.  The  .land  and  fea  armies, 
atnd  the  troops  deflined  to  preferve 


internal  fecurity,  are  fubjedled  to 
particular  laws,  both  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  difcipline,  and  for  the 
manner  of  judgments,  and  t^e  na¬ 
ture  of  punifhmfents,  on  occanon  ^ 
military  offences. 

T  l  T  L  £  V. 

Of  Public  Contributions . 

I.  Public  contributions  fhall  be 
debated  and  fixed  every  year  by  the 
legiflative  body,  and  cannot  conti¬ 
nue  in  force  longer  than  the  laft 
day  of  the  following  fellion,  if  they 
are  not  exprcfsly  renewed. 

II.  The  funds  neceflary  to  the 
difchai  ge  of  the  national  debt,  and 
the  payment  of  the  civil  lift,  can, 
under  no  pretext,  be  refufed  on  fuf- 
pended. 

The  falaries  of  the  minifters  of 
the  catholic  religion,  who  are  paid, 
prefer ved,  elected,  or  named  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  the  decrees  of  the  national 
conftituent  affembly,  form  a  part  of  • 
the  national  debt. 

The  legiflative  body  cannot,  iri 
any  cafe,  charge  the  nation  with  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual. 

III.  The  accounts  at  full  length 
of  the  minifterial  department,  fign- 
ed  and  certified  by  the  minifters  or 
commiffioners,  fhall  be  made  pub¬ 
lic,  by  being  printed  at]  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  feffion  of  each 
legiftature. 

So  fhall  alfo  the  flate  of  receipts 
of  the  different  taxes,  and  all  the 
public  revenues. 

The  flate  of  receipt  and  expendi-  1 
ture  fhall  be  diftinguifhed  according 
to  their  nature,  and  fhall  exprels 
the  furns  received  and  difburfed,  , 
year  by  year,  in  each  diftridt. 

The  private  expences  of  each  de¬ 
partment,  and  thofe  relative  to  the  » 
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tribunals,  the  adminiftrative  bodies 
and  other  eftabliftiments,  fliall  alfo 
be  made  public. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  of  depart¬ 
ment,  and  fub-adminiftrators,  can 
neither  eftablifh  any  public  contri¬ 
bution,  nor  make  anv  diftribution 
beyond  the  time  and  the  furns  fixed 
by  the  legiflative  body  ;  nor  delibe¬ 
rate,  or  permit,  without  being  au- 
thorifed  bv  it,  anv  local  loan  to  be 
charged  to  the  citizens  of  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

V.  The  executive  power  directs 
and  fuperintends  the  collediion  and 
paying  in  of  contributions,  and  gives 
all  the  neceflary  orders  to  this  effedt. 


TITLE  VI. 

Of  the  Connexion  of  the  French  Nation 
with  other  Nations , 

The  French  nation  renounces 
the  undertaking  of  any  war  with  a 
view  to  make  conquefts,  and  will 
never  employ  its  forces  againft  the 
liberty  of  any  people. 

The  conftitution  no  longer  admits 
the  Droit  d’Aubaine, 

Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in 
France  or  not,  inherit  the  property 
of  their  parents,  whether  foreigners 
or  Frenchmen. 

They  can  contradl,  acquire,  and 
receive,  property  fituated  in  France, 
and  difpofe  of  it  as  well  as  any 
French  citizen,  in  every  mode  author¬ 
ised  by  the  laws. 

Foreigners  in  France  are  fubjedt 
to  the  fame  criminal  laws  and  regm 
lations  of  police  as  French  citizens, 
with  a  referve  for  conventions  agreed 
on  with  foreign  powers.  Their 
perfons,  effsdts,'  induftry,  and  reli¬ 
gion,  are  equally  protected  by  the 
Lw, 
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TITLE  VII. 

Of  the  Rev  if  on  of  Confitutional  De¬ 
crees . 

I.  The  National  Conflituent 
Aflembly  declares,  that  the  nation 
has  an  imprefcriptible  right  to 
change  its  conftitution  ;  and  never- 
theiefs,  confidering  that  it  is  mod 
fuitable  to  the  national  intereft  to 
make  ufe,  only  by  means  appointed 
by  the  conftitution  itfelf,  of  the  right 
of  reforming  thofe  articles  which 
experience  fliall  demonftrate  the  in- 
venience  of,  decrees,  that  the  afiem- 
bly  of  revifton  fliall  proceed  in  the 
following  manner : 

II.  When  three  following  legiila- 
tures  fliall  have  declared  an  uniform 
wifli  for  the  change  of  any  conftitu- 
tional  article,  the  revifton  demanded 
fliall  take  place. 

III.  The  enfuinglegiflature  (that 
commencing  in  1791)  cannot  pro- 
pofe  the  reform  of  any  conftitution- 
al  article. 

IV.  Of  the  three  leoiflatures  who 
fliall  fuccefli vely  propofe  any  changes, 
the  firft  two  fliall  not  occupy  them- 
felves  relative  to  that  objedt,  but  in 
the  laft  two  months  of  their  laft 
felfion,  and  the  third  at  the  end  of 
its  firft  annual  feliion,  or  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  fecond. 

Then-deliberations  bn  that  matter 
fhall  be  fubjedfed  to  the  fame  forms 
as  the  legiflstive  adds  ;  but  the  de¬ 
crees  by  which  they  fliall  have  ex- 
preffed  their  defires,  fliall  not  be 
fubjedted  to  the  fandlion  of  the  king, 

V.  The  fourth  legifkiture,  aug¬ 
mented  bv  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  members  chofen  in  each  de¬ 
partment,  by  doubling  the  ordinary- 
number  which  it  furnifhes  for  its 
population,  fliall  conftitute  the  af- 
fembly  of  revifton. 

d,  (G  3),  j  '  T hm 
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Thefe  two  hundred  and  forty- 
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nine  members  fhall  be  elected  after 
the  nomination  of  reprefentatives  to 
the  legiflative  body  fhall  have  been 
terminated,  and  there'fliall  be  form¬ 
ed  a  feparate  proces-verbai  of  it. 

The  affembly  of  revifion  fliall  not 
be  compofed  of  more  than  one 
chamber. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  third  le- 
giflature,  who' fhall  have  demanded 
a  change,  cannot  be  elefted  in  the 
affembly  of  revifion. 

VII.  The  members  of  the  affem¬ 
bly  of  revifion,  after  having  pro¬ 
nounced  all  at  once  the  oath,  “  to 
live  free  or  dief  fhall  individually 
fvvear,  to  confine  themfe.lv es  to  decide 
on  the  objects  which fhall  have  been  fub~ 
mined  to  them  by  the  unanimous  vjifh  of 
three  preceding  legif at  ures  ;  and  to 
maintain ,  in  other  r effects ,  with  all 
their  power,  the  confiitution  of  the  king* * 
dom ,  decreed  by  the  National  Confiluent 
Affembly  in  the  years  1789,  1 790, 
and  1791-9  and.  to  be  in  all  faithful 
to  the  nation,  to  the  lavs,  and  to  the 
king. 

VIII.  The  affembly  of  revifion 
fhall  be  bound  to  occupy-itfeif  after¬ 
wards,  and  without  delay,  in  the  ob¬ 
jects  which  fliall  have  been  fubnht- 
ted  to  its  examination  ;  and  as  foon 
as  this  tafk  is  finifhed,  the  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-nine  new  members, 
named  over  and  above,  fliall  retire, 
without  taking  a  part  in  any  cafe  in 
the  legiflative  ati:. 

The  French  colonies  and  pc/ffef- 
fions  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America, 
although  they  make  a  part  of  the 
French  empire,  are  not  included  in 
the  prefent  confiitution. 

None  of  the  powers  inflituted  by 
the  confiitution  have  a  right  to  change 
It  in  its  whole,  or  in  its  parts,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  reforms  which  may  be 
made  in  it  by  the  mode  of  revifion, 
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conformably  to  the  regulations  of 
Title  VII.  above. 

The  National  Conftituent  Affem¬ 
bly  commits  the  depofit  of  it  to  the 
fidelity  of  the  legiflative  body,  of  the 
king,  and  of  the  judges,  to  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  fathers  of  families,  to  wives 
and  to  mothers,  to  the  attachment  of 
young  citizens,  to  the  courage  of  all  i 
Frenchmen. 

I 

The  decrees  pafled  by  the  national 
affembly,  which  are  not  included  in  ! 
the  aft  of  confiitution,  fliall  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  as  laws  ;  and  thofe  anterior 
laws  which  it  has  not  altered,  fhall 
alfo  be  obferved  fo  long  as  they  fliall 
not  be  revoked  or  modified  by  the 
legiflative  power. 


( Signed )  Ve  r  n  i  e  r  ,  Present. 

PoUGEA  R  D,  CouPPE,  ! 
JYIailly,  Chateau-  f 

yENARD,  C  HAIL  LON, 

Aubry,  (Bifhop  of 
the  Department  of  the  • 
Meufe)  Darche,  Se¬ 
cretaries. 


Sept.  3,  1791.  The  national  af¬ 
fembly  having  heard  the  confitional 
ati  above  read,  after  approving  of  it, 
declare,  that  the  confiitution  is  fi¬ 
nifhed,  and  that  it  can  make  no 
change  in  it.  There  fliall  be  named 
immediately,  a  deputation  of  fixty 
members,  to  offer,  the  fame  day, 
the  conflitutional  aft  to  the  king. 

(Signed  as  before) 


Letter  from  the  Kino-  to  the .  National  : 

*r  O  '  t  J 

Affembly,  announcing  his  Refolution  j! 
to  accept  the  Confiitution ,  Sett.  1 5.  • 

Gentlemen, 


I  Have  attentively  examined  the 
conftitutionail  add,  which  vou  have  3 


pre- 


PUBLIC 
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preferred  for  my  acceptance.  I  ac¬ 
cept  it,  and  I  will  caufe  it  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted.  At  another  time  this  de¬ 
claration  might  have  been  fufficie’nt ; 
at  prefent,  I  owe  to  the  interefts  of 
the  nation,  I  owe  to  myfelf,  to  make 
known  my  motives. 

I  have*  always,  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  my  reign,  defined  the 
reform  of  abufes,  and  in  all  a£ts  of 
government  wifhed  to  be  regulated 
by  the  public  opinion.  Different 
caufes,  among  the  number  of  which 
may  be  placed  the  fituation  of  the 
finances  at  my  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
and  the  immenle  expences  of  an  ho¬ 
nourable  war,  long  fupported  with¬ 
out  increafe  of  impofts,  had  efta- 
blifhed  a  confiderable  difproportion 
betwen  the  revenues  and  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  (fate. 

Impreffed  with  the  extent  of  the 
evil,  I  not  only  fought  the  means 
of  remedying  it ;  I  felt  the  neceflity 
of  preventing  its  return.  I  had 
formed  the  project  of  fecuring  the 
happinefs  of  the  people  upon  a  fixed 
bafis,  and  of  fubjecting  to  invariable 
rules,  even  that  authority  of  which 
I  was  the  depoficary.  I  called  on 
the  nation  to  execute  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  events  of  the 
revolution,  my  intentions  never 
varied.  When,  after  having  reform¬ 
ed  the  ancient  inflitutions,  you  be¬ 
gan  to  fubftitute  in  their  head  the 
firft  effays  of  your  work,  I  did  not 
delay  the  expreffion  of  my  Senti¬ 
ments  till  the  whole  conllitution 
fliould  be  known  to  me  ;  I  favour¬ 
ed  the  eftablifhment  of  its  parts, 
even  before  I  could  judge  of  the 
whole  :  and  if  the  diforders  which 
have  attended  almoft  all  the  periods 
of  the  revolution,  have  too  frequent¬ 
ly  affliaed  my  heart,  I  hoped  that 
the  law, would  refume  force  in  the 
hands  of  new  authority  ;  and  that, 
in  approaching  the  term  of  your  la¬ 
bours,  every  day  would  reftore  to  it 
that  refpcft,  without  which  the  peo- 
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pie  can  neither  enjoy  liberty  nor 
happinefs.  I  long  perfevered  in 
this  hope,  and  my  refolution  only 
changed  at  the  moment  when  it 
abandoned  me.  Let  every  one  re¬ 
collect  the  moment  at  which  I  quit¬ 
ted  Paris;  the  conftitution  was  al- 
moff  completed  ;  and,  nevirthelefs; 
the  authority  of  the  laws  feemed  to 
diminifh  every  day;  opinion, ’"far 
from  concentring  in  any  point,  was 
divided  into  a  number  of  parts. 
The  moft  violent  counfels  alone 
feemed  to  be  received  with  any  deT 
gree  of  favour  ;  the  licentioufuefsof 
the  prefs  wa<  at  its  height ;  no  pow¬ 
er  was  refpeCted. 

I  could  no  longer  perceive  the  ex¬ 
preffion  of  the  general  will  in  the 
laws  which  I  every  where  faw  with¬ 
out  force,  and  without  effect.  Then, 

I  am  bound  to  declare,  if  you  had 
prefented  to  me  the  cbnftitution,  I 
fliould  have  been  of  opinion  that  the 
intereff  of  the  people  (the  conftant 
and  uniform  rule  of  my  conduct) 
did  not  permit  me  to  accept  it.  I 
had  only  one  fentiment ;  1  formed 
only  one  projeCt ;  I  wifhed  to  get  "at 
a  diffance  from  all  parties,  and  learn 
what  was  the  real  wifli  of  thendti'bn. 

The  motives  by  which  I  was  then 
influenced  ho  longer  fubfift;  fince 
that  time,  the  inconveniences  and 
the  evils  of  which  I  complained 
have  ft  ruck  you  in  the  fame  light  as 
me ;  you  have  teffified  an  inclina¬ 
tion  to  re-effablifh  order  ^  you  have 
direct  your  attention  to  the  want 
of  difciplinein  the  army  ;  you  have 
perceived  the  neceflity  of  reftraini ng 
the  abufes  of  the  prefs.  The  revi-. 
fion  of  your  labour  has  placed  a- 
mong  the  number  of  laws 'of  regula¬ 
tion,  feveral  articles  which  had  been 
prefented  to  me  as  canttitutionaL 
You  have  eftablifhed  legal  forms5, 
for  the  revifion  of  thofe  which  you 
have  placed  in  the  conftitution .  In 
fine,  the  fentiment  of  the  people  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  no  longer  doubtful :  1 
^  (G  4),.  haves 
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have  feen  them  at  once  difplayed, 
both  bv  their  adherence  to  your 
"Work,  and  by  their  attachment  to 
the  fupport  of  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment. 

1  accept  then  the  conftitution ;  I 
engage  to  maintain  it  at  home,  to 
defend  it  againft  attacks  from  a- 
broad,  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  execut¬ 
ed  by  all  the  means  which  it  puts  in 
my  power. 

I  declare  that,  informed  of  the  ad¬ 
herence  of  the  g’  eat  body  of  the 
people  to  the  conftitution,  I  re¬ 
nounce  the  right  of  concurring, 
which  I  had  claimed  in  this  work, 
arid  being  refponfible  only  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  no  other,  while  I  renounce  it, 
can  have  a  right  to  complain. 

I  fhould,  however,  deviate  from 
truth,  if  1  affirmed  that  I  perceived 
in  the  means  of  execution  and  admi- 
niftration,  all  the  energy  neceflary  to 
give  motion  and  preferve  the  unitv 
in  all  the  parts  of  fo  vaft  an  empire"; 
but  ftnce  opinions  are  divided  upon 
thefe  fubjeds,  I  confent  that  the  e- 
cifion  fhould  be  left  to  the  teft  of 
experience  alone.  While  I  lliall 
have  faithfully  employed  all  the 
means  which  are  entrufted  to  me,  no 
reproach  can  be  laid  on  me;  and 
the  nation,  whofe  intereft  alone 
ought  to  be  the  fupreme  rule,  will 
explain  itfelf  by  thofe  means  which 
the  conftitution  hasreferved  to  it. 

But,  gentlemen,  for  the  fecurity 
of  liberty,  for  the  liability  of  the 
conftitution,  for  the  individual  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  Frenchmen,  there  are 
intereftsin  which  an  imperious  duty 
prefcribes  to  us  to  combine  all  our 
efforts :  thefe  interefts.  are,  refpeft 
for  the  laws,  the  re  eftablifhment  of 
order,  and  the  re-union  of  all  citizens. 
Now  that  the  conftitution  is  defini¬ 
tively  fettled,  Frenchmen  living 
under  the  fame  laws  ought  to  know 
iso  enemies  but  thofe  who  infringe 


them.  —  Difcord  and  Anarchy;  thele 
are  our  common  enemies. 

I  will  oppofe  them  with  all  my 
power :  it  is  neceflary  that  you  and 
your  fucceflbrs  fecond  me  with  ener-  } 
gy  ;  that  the  law,  without  attempt¬ 
ing  to  eftablilh  its  dominion  over 
the  mind,  may  equally  protect  all  j 
thofe  who  fubmit  their  condmft  to 
it ;  that  thofe,  whom  the  fears  of  ;; 
perfection  and  of  trouble  have 
driven  from  their  country,  be  af- 
fured  of  finding  at  their  return  fafe- 
ty  and  tranquillity.  And,  in  order 
to  extinguish  the  animofities,  to 
foften  the  -  evils  which  a  great  re¬ 
volution  always  brings  in  its  train;  f 
that  law  may,  from  this  day,  begin 
to  receive  a  full  execution,  let  us 
confent  to  an  oblivion  of  the  paft. 
Let  thofe  accufations  and  profecu- 
tions  which  originate  folelyfrom  the 
events  of  the  revolution,  be  for  ever 
extinguifhed  in  a  general  reconci¬ 
liation.  I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  who  j 
have  been  folely  influenced  by  their 
attachment  to  me-—- can  you  re¬ 
gard  them  as  criminals  As  to  thofe  j 
who  by  excefles,  in  which  I  can  per¬ 
ceive  perfonal  injuries  have  brought 
upon  them  the  profecution  of  the 
laws,  I  ftiall  prove  in  my  conduct  to 
them,  that  I  am  the  king  of  all  the 
French. 

(Signed)  LOUIS.  ;] 

P.  S.  I  was  of  opinion,  gentlemen,  'l 
that  I  ought  to  pronounce  my  t 
folemn  acceptance  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  in  the  very  place  in  which  it  1 
was  formed — of  confequence  I 
fhall  come  in  perfon  to-morrow 
at  noon  to  the  national  aflembly.  | 

The  King’s  Speech  to  the  NationJ 

Ajjembly  on  accepting  the  Conjiitu -  i 
tion ,  Sept.  14. 

Gentlemen, 

1  COME  to  confecrate,  in  this 
place,  folemnly,  the  acceptance 

which  J 
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hich  I  have  given  to  the  conftitu- 
mil  act:  in  confequence  of  which 
fwear  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation 
ui  the  law  ;  and  to  employ  all  the 
>wer  that  is  delegated  to  me,  to 
aintain  the  conftitution  decreed  by 
e  conftitudng  national  afTembly. 
fay  this  great  and  memorable 
>och  be  that  of  the  re-eflablifh- 
ent  of  peace  and  union,  and  be- 
rae  the  furety  of  the  happinefs  of 
e  people,  and  the  profperity  of  the 
npire. 

The  President’s  Answer. 

ABUSES  of  long  Banding,  which 
d  triumphed  over  the  good  inten- 
>ns  of  the  heft  of  kings,  and  had 
ceflantly  braved  the  authority  of 
e  throne,  oppreffed  France.  De~ 
fitary  of  the  wiflies,  rights,  and 
wer  of  the  people,  the  national 
etnbly  has  eftablifihed,  by  the  de- 
udtion  of  all  abufes,  the  folid  bafls 

public  profperity.  Sire,  what 
is  aflembly  has  decreed,  the  na- 
>nal  concurrence  has  ratified, 
ae  mod  complete  execution  of  its 
crees,  in  all  parts  of  the  empire, 
:efts  the  general  fentiment.  It 
ranges  the  weak  plans  of  thofe 
iom  difcontent  has  too  long  kept 
ind  to  their  own  interefts.  It 
omifes  to  your  majefty,  that  your 
fhes  for  the  welfare  of  the  French 
ill  no  longer  be  vain. 

The  national  afTembly  has  no- 
ing  more  to  dehre,  on  this  ever* 
emorable  day,  in  which  you  com- 
“te,  in  its  bofom,  by  the  mod  fo- 
nn  engagement,  the  acceptation  of 
nflitutional  royalty.  It  is  the  at- 
:hment  of  the  French,  it  is  their 
nfidence,  which  confers  upon  you 
it  pure  and  refpe&able  title  to  the 
oft  defirable  crown  in  the  uni- 
rfe ;  and  what  fecures  it  to  you, 
e?  is  the  unperifhable  authority  of 
conftitution  freely  decreed.  It  is 
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the  invincible  force  of  a  people  who 
feel  themfeives  worthy  of  liberty. 
It  is  the  neceffity  which  fo  great  a 
nation  will  ever  have  for  an  heredi¬ 
tary  monarchy. 

When  your  majefty,  waiting  from 
experience  the  lights  which  are  about 
to  be  fpread  by  the  practical  refult 
of  the  conftitution,  promifes  to 
maintain  it  at  home,  and  to  defend 
it  from  external  attack,  the  nation, 
trufting  to  the  juftice  of  its  rights, 
and  to  the  confcioufnefs  of  its  force 
and  courage,  as  well  as  to  the  loyalty 
of  your  co-operation ,  can  entertain  no 
apprehenfton  of  alarms  from  with¬ 
out,  and  is  about  to  contribute, 
by  its  tranquil  confidence,  to  the 
fpeedy  fuccefs  of  its  internal  govern¬ 
ment. 

What  ought  to  be  great  in  your 
eyes,  fire,  dear  to  our  hearts,  and 
what  will  appear  with  luftre  in  our 
hiftory,  is,  the  epoch  of  this  regene¬ 
ration  ;  which  gives  to  France,  ci¬ 
tizens — to  the  French,  a  country— 
to  you,  as  king,  a  new  title  of  gran¬ 
deur  and  of  glory — and  to  you  again, 
as  a  man,  a  new  fource  of  enjoy¬ 
ment,  and  new  fenfations  of  happi¬ 
nefs, 


The  King’s  Speech  fo  the  National 
Ajfemhly,  the  lajl  Day  of  their  Mat¬ 
ing,  Sept .  30. 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  have  terminated  your  la¬ 
bours:  the  conftitution'is  finifhed.  I 
have  promifed  to  maintain  it,  to 
caufe  it  to  be  executed :  it  is  pro¬ 
claimed  by  my  orders.  This  con¬ 
ftitution,  from  which  France  experts 
profperity,  this  fruit  of  your  cares 
and  watchings  will  be  your  recom- 
pence.  France,  made  happy  by 
your  labours,  will  communicate  her 
happinefs  to  you. 

Return  to  your  homes,  and  tell 

your 
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your  fellow-citizens,  that  the  hap-* 
pinefs  cf  the  French  ever  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  objedt  of  my 
wifhes ;  that  I  neither  have,  nor  can 
have,  any  intereft  but  the  general 
inter  eft  ;  that  my  profperity  confifts 
only  in  the  public  profperity  ;  that  1 
fhall  exert  all  the  powers  entrufted 
to  me  to  give  efficacy  to  the  new 
fyftem  ;  that  I  fhall  communicate  it 
to  foreign  courts  ;  and  fhall,  in  every 
thing,  prove  that  I  can  be  happy 
only  in  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
of  France. 

Tell  them  alfo,  that  the  revolu  - 
tion  has  reached  its  period,  and  that 
the  firmeft  fupport  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  now  the  re-eftabliftiment  of 
order.  You,  gentlemen,  in  your 
feveral  departments,  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  fecond  my  vigilance  and  care 
with  all  your  power  ;  you  will  give 
the  firft  example  of  fubmiffion  to  the 
laws  which  you  have  framed  ;  in 
the  capacity  of  private  citizens  you 
will  difplay  the  fame  charadter  as  in 
the  capacity  of  public  men  ;  and  the 
people,  feeing  their  legifl  tors  ex- 
ercife,  in  private  life,  thofe  virtues 
which  they  have  proclaimed  in  the 
national  alTembly,  will  imitate  them, 
difcharge  with  pleafure  the  obliga 
tions  which  the  public  intereft  im- 
pofes  on  them,  and  cheerfully  pay 
the  taxes  decree^  by  their  represen¬ 
tatives.  It  is  by  this  happy  union 
of  fentiments,  of  willies,  and  exer¬ 
tions,  that  the*  conftitution  wi  l.be 
confirmed,  and  that  the  nation  will 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  it 
guarantees. 

The  President^  Answer. 

Sire, 

THE  adherence  of  the  nation  rati¬ 
fies  the  conftitution  decreed  by  the 
alTembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation.  Y our  majefty  has  accepted 
it,  and  the  public  joy  is  a  fnfficient 
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teftimony  of  the  general  alfent;.  j 
promifes  that  your  majefty  will  ni 
longer  deftre  in  vain  the  happinefs  c 
the  French.  On  this  memorabl 
day,  the  national  alTembly  has  no 
thing  more  to  willi  ;  and  the  nation 
by  its  tranquil  confidence,  is  read 
to  co-operate  for  the  prompt  fucce: 
of  its  internal  government. 


His  Majefty’ s  Proclamation ,  Sept ,  3  c; 

Louis, 

By  the  grace  of  God,  and  by  t! 
conftitutional  law  of  the  flat 
king  of  the  French.  To  all  cl 
tizens — greeting : 

I  HAVE  accepted  the  c.onftiti 
tion  :  I  will  ufe  all  my  endeavor 
to  maintain  it,  and  caufe  it  to  1 
executed. 

The  revolution  is  completed, 
is  time  that  the  re-eftablilhment 
order  Ihould  give  to  the  conftitutk 
the  fupport  which  is  ft  ill  mod  n 
cefiary  ;  it  is  time  to  fix  the  opinie 
of  Europe  on  the  deftiny  of  Fran.1 
and  to  fhew  that  the  French  a 
worthy  to  be  free. 

But  my  vigilance  and  my  cai 
ought  ftill  to  befeconded  by  theco 
currence  of  all  the  friends  of  th«| 
country,  and  of  liberty.  It  is  t| 
fubmiffion  to  the  laws  ;  it  is  by  aj 
juring  the  fpirit  of  party,  and  all  rj 
paffions  which  accompany  it ;  it] 
by  a  happy  union  of  fentiments, 
willies,  and  of  endeavours,  that  t 
conftitution  will  be  confirmed,  a 
that  the  nation  will  enjoy  all  the  a 
vantages  which  it  fecures. 

Let  every  idea  of  intolerance  thl 
be  abandoned  for  ever  ;  let  the  rrl 
defire  of  independence  no  longer  fl 
confounded  with  the  love  of  liberti 
let  thofe  pernicious  terms  of 
proach,  with  which  it  has  been  y| 
tempted  to  inflame  the  people,  be 'I 
rgvocably  banilhed ;  let  religious  p|* 
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Ions  no  longer  be  a  fource  of  perfe- 
ition  and  animofity ;  let  all  who 
jferve  the  laws  be  at  liberty  to  adopt 
lat  form  of  worfhip  to  which  thev 
e  attached  ;  and  let  no  party  give 
Fence  to  thofe  who  may  follow 
unions  different  from  their  own 
om  motives  of  confcience.  But  it 
not  fufficient  to  fhun  thofe  exceffts 
>  which  you  might  be  carried  by  a 
irit  of  violence  ;  you  muff  likewife 
Ifil  the  obligations  which  are  im- 
fted  by  the  public  intereft.  One 
the  firft,  one  of  the  moft  effential, 
the  payment  of  the  contributions 
tablifhed  by  your  reprefen tatives. 
is  for  the  obfervance  of  engage- 
ents,  which  national  honour  has 
ndered  facred,  for  the  internal 
anquillity  of  the  ftate,  for  its  ex- 
rnal  fecuritv  :  it  is  for  the  ffabili- 
of  the  conftitution  itfelf  that  I  re- 
ind  you  of  this  indifpenfable  duty. 
Citizens,  armed  for  the  mainte- 
ince  of  the  law  ;  national  guards, 
wer  forget  that  it  is  to  protect  the 
fety  of  perfons  and  of  property, 
e  cohesion  of  public  contributions, 
ie  circulation  of  grain  and  provb 
:>ns,  that  the  arms  which  you  bear 
are  been  delivered  into  your  hands, 
belongs  to  you  to  feel  that  juftice 
id  mutual  utility  demand,  that,  be- 
veen  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame 
npire,  abundance  fhould  be  ap- 
lied  to  the  aid  of  indigence  ;  and 
lat  it  is  the  duty  of  public  force  to 
romote  the  advancement  of- com- 
lerce,  as  the  means  of  remedying 
ie  intemperance  of  feafons,  correct- 
tg  the  inequality  of  harveft,  unit¬ 
ig  together  all  the  parts  of  the 
ingdom,  and  eftablifhing  a  com- 
mnity  of  the  various  productions 
f their  foil  and  induftry. 

And  you,  whom  the  people  have 
lofen  to  watch  over  their  interefts  : 
ou  alfo,  on  whom  they  have  confer- 
*4  the  formidable  power  of  deter** 
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mining  on  the  property,  the  honour, 
and  the  life  of  citizens;  you  too 
whom  they  have  inftituted  to  adjuft 
their  differences,  members  of  the 
different  adminiftrative  bodies, 
judges  of  tribunals,  juftices  of  peace, 
I  recommend  to  you  to  be  impreffed 
with  the  importance  and  dignity  of 
your  functions.  Fulfil  them  with 
zeal,  with  courage,  with  impar¬ 
tiality.  Labour  with  me  to  reftore 
peace,  and  the  government  of  laws  ; 
and,  by  thus  fecuring  the  happinefs 
of  the  nation,  prepare  for  the  return 
of  thofe  whofe  abfence  has  only  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  fear  of  diforder  and 
violence. 

And  all  you,  who  from  diffe¬ 
rent  motives  have  quitted  your  coun¬ 
try,  your  king  invites  you  to  return 
to  your  fellow-citizens  ;  he  invites 
you  to  yield  to  the  public  wifli  and 
the  national  intereft.  Return  with 
confidence  under  the  fecurity  of  law' ; 
and  this  honourable  return,  at  the 
moment  when  the  conftitution  is  de¬ 
finitively  fettled,  will  render  more 
eafy,  and  more  expeditious,  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  order1  and  of  tran¬ 
quillity. 

And  you,  French  people,  a  nation 
illuftrious  for  fo  many  ages,  fliow 
yourfelves  magnanimous  and  gene¬ 
rous  at  the  moment  v'hen  your  li¬ 
berty  is  confirmed  ;  refume  your 
happy  character  ;  let  your  modera¬ 
tion  and  wifdom  revive  among  you 
the  fecurity  which  the  difturbances  of 
the  revolution  had  banifhed  ;  and 
let  your  king  henceforth  enjoy  with¬ 
out  inquietude,  and  without  molef- 
tation,  thofe  teftimonies  of  attach¬ 
ment  and  fidelity  which  can  alone 
fecurehis  happinefs. 

Done  at  Paris  the  zSth  Sept.  1791. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

(and underneath)  DeEbssart* 
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fits  M-ajefty  Speech  to  the  New  Na¬ 
tional  Jjjhnbiy,  Obi .  7. 

Gentlemen, 

ASSEMBLED  by  virtue  of  the 
conftitution  to  exercife  the  powers 
which  it  delegates  to  you,  you  will 
undoubtedly  confider  as  among  your 
iirft  duties,  to  facilitate  the  operations 
of  government  ;  to  confirm  public 
credit ;  to  add,  if  poffible,  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  engagements  of  the 
nation ;  to  ffiew  that  liberty  and 
peace  are  compatible  ;  and,  finally, 
to  attach  the  people  to  their  new 
jaws,  by  convincing  them  that  thofe 
Jaws  are  for  their  good. 

Tour  experience  of  the  effedls  of 
the  new  order  of  things,  in  the  feve- 
ral  departments  from  which  you 
come,  will  enable  you  to  judge  of 
what  may  be  yet  wanting  to  bring  it 
to  perfection  and  make  it  eafy  for 
you  to  devife  the  molt  proper  means 
of  giving  the  necefiary  force  and 
activity  to  the  adminiftration. 

For  my  own  pait,  called  by  the 
conftitution  to  examine,  as  firft  re- 
prefentative  of  the  people,  and  for 
their  intereft,  the  laws  prelented  for 
my  fandtion,  and  charged  with  caus¬ 
ing  them  to  be  executed,  it  is  alfo 
my  duty  to  propofe  to  you  fuch  ob¬ 
jects  as  I  think,  ought  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  in  the  courfe  of 
your  feffion. 

You  will  fee  the  propriety  of  fix¬ 
ing  your  immediate  attention  on  the 
ffate  of  the  finances,  and  you  will 
feel  the  importance  of  eftablifliing 
an  equilibrium  between  the  receipt 
and  the  expenditure,  of  accelerating 
the  afleftmenf  and  the  colledHon  of 
taxes,  of  introducing  an  invariable 
order  into  all  parts  of  this  vaft  ad- 
mini  fixation,  and  thus  providing  at 
once  for  the  fupport  of  the  fiate, 
and  the  relief  of  the  people. 

The  civil  laws  will  alfo  demand 
your  care,  which )  011  will  have  to 


render  conformable  to  the  principle 
of  the  conftitution.  You  will  al 
have  to  Amplify  the  mode  of  prc 
ceeding  in  the  counts  of  law,  ar.jj 
render  the  attainment  of  juftice  moh 
eafy  and  more  prompt. 

You  will  perceive  the  neceffity  < 
eftablifhing  a  fyftem  of  nation; 
education,  and  of  giving  a  folid  baf 
to  public  fpirit.  You  will  encourac 
commerce  and  indufiry,  the  progrel 
of  which  has  fo  great  an  influence  oj 
the  agriculture  and  the  wealth  < 

o  B  | 

the  kingdom ;  and  you  will  ei 
deavour  to  make  permanent  difpol 
tions  for  affording  work  and  relir 
to  the  indigent. 

I  fliall  make  known  my  firm  d 
fire  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  orch 
and  difcipline  in  the  army  ;  and 
fliall  negledt  no  means  that  maycoi 
tribute  to  reftore  confidence  amoi| 
all  who  compofe  it,  and  to  put  ) 
into  a  condition  to  fecure  the  dj 
fence  of  the  realm.  If  the  laws  i| 
this  refpedl  are  infufficient,  I  fhal 
make  known  to  you  the  meafuiy 
that  fcem  to  me  to  be  proper,  am 
you  will  decide  upon  them. 

I  fhall  in  the  fame  manner  coni 
municate  my  fentiments  refpedfirl 
the  navy,  that  important  part  of  tljl 
public  force,  deftined  toproteft  trat  | 
and  the  colonies. 

We  fliall  not,  I  hope,  be  troubkj 
with  any  attack  from  abroad.  j| 
have  taken  from  the  moment  that  ft 
accepted  the  conftitution,  and  I  ft? 
continue  to  take,  the  fleps  that  a| 
pear  to  me  the  moft  proper  to  fix  tm 
opinion  of  foreign  powers  in  our  ffj 
vour,  and  to  maintain  with  theil; 
the  good  intelligence  and  harmoril 
that  ought  to  fecure  to  us  the  coil 
tinuance  of  peace.  I  expedl  the  be 
effefts  from  them ;  but  this  expeJ 
tation  dees  not  prevent  me  £1*01*2 
purfuing,  with  activity,  thofe  meJ 
fures  of  precaution,  which  prudenrt 

ought  to  dictate.  i 

Ge  I 
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Gentlemen,  in  order  that  your 
tortant  labours  and  your  zeal 
7  produce  the  effe&s  expected 
n  them,  it  is  neceflary  that  con- 
t  harmony  and  unalterable  con- 
ace  fhould  reign  between  the  le- 
itive  body  and  the  king.  The 
nies  of  our  repofe  are  but  too 
ious  to  difunite  us :  the  love 
nr  country  muft  therefore  rally 
and  the  public  intereft  render  us 
parable.  Thus  the  public  force 
be  exerted  without  obftruCtion, 
adminiftrarion  will  not  be  ha¬ 
ft  by  vain  alarms,  the  property 
the  religion  of  every  man  will 
qually  prote&ed,  and  no  pretext 
be  left  for  any  perfon  to  Jive  at 
(lance  from  a  country  where  the 
;  are  in  vigour,  and  men’s  rights 
eCled. 

:  is  on  this  great  bafis  of  order 
the  liability  of  the  conllitution, 
fuccefs  of  your  labours,  the  fafety 
te  empire,  the  fource  of  all  kinds 
rofperity,  mull  depend.  It  is  to 
gentlemen,  that  we  all  ought 
im  our  thoughts  in  this  moment 
)  the  utmoft  poflible  vigour;  and 
is  the  objeCl  that  I  recommend 
moft  particularly  to  your  zeal, 
to  your  patriotifm. 

The  President’s  Answer. 
Sire, 

OUR  prefence  in  the  midft  of  us 
lew  engagement  which  you  take 
he  country.  A  conftitution  is 
>lifhed,  and  with  it  the  liberty 
renchmen.  You  are  to  cherifh 
!  a  citizen  ;  as  king  you  are  to 
ntain  and  to  defend  it.  Inftead 
iolating,it  afcertainsyour  power ; 
is  given  you,  as  friends,  all  thofe 
►  formerly  called  themfelves  only 
r  fubje&s.  ( Here  a  burji  of  ap- 
fe»)  You  have  reafon  to  be  be- 
dby  Frenchmen.  You  faid  fo, 
fome  days  ago,  in  this  temple  of 


the  country,  and  we  alfo  have  reafon 
to  love  you.  (cfhe  plaudits  are  rei¬ 
terated,)  The  conftitution  has  made 
you  the  firft  monarch  in  the  world. 
Your  love  for  it  places  your  m?jefty 
in  the  rank  of  the  molt  favoured 
kings,  and  the  welfare  of  the  people 
will  make  you  the  moft  happy. 
May  our  mutual  union  make  us 
fpeedily  feel  its  happy  influence,  pu¬ 
rify  legiftation,  re-confirm  public 
credit,  overthrow  anarchy.  Such  is 
our  duty,  fuch  are  our  wifties,  fuch 
are  your’s,  fire.  Such  are  our  hopes, 
and  the  benediction  of  Frenchmen 
will  be  our  reward. 


Mejfage  from  the  National  Jljfemhly  Ut. 

the  Kingy  Nov,  29. 

Sire, 

SCARCE  had  the  national  af- 
fembly  caft  their  eyes  on  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  kingdom,  when  they 
perceived  that  the  troubles  which 
ftill  agitate  it  have  their  fource  in 
the  criminal  preparations  of  the 
French  emigrants. 

Their  audacity  is  fupported  by 
German  princes  who  mifunderftaad 
the  treaties  figned  between  them 
and  France,  and  who  aftftCl  to  forget, 
that  to  the  empire  of  France,  they 
are  indebted  for  the  treaty  of  Wdf- 
phalia,  which  guarantees  their  rights 
and  their  fafety. 

Their  hoftile  preparations — their 
menaces  of  invafton  call  for  arma¬ 
ments  that  abforb  immenfe  fums 
which  the  nation  would  have  joyful¬ 
ly  paid  to  its  creditors. 

To  you,  Sire,  it  belongs  to  put  & 
flop  to  then} ;  to  hold  to  foreign 
powers  the  language  that  becomes 
the  king  of  the  french.  Tell  them 
that  wherever  /preparations  againil 
France  are  permitted,  France  can 
fee  only  enemies ;  that  we  will  reii- 
gioufly  obferve  the  oath  to  make  no 

coa- 
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conquefts ;  that  we  offer  them  the 
good  neighbourhood,  the  inviolable 
amity  of  a  free  and  powerful  people  ; 
that  we  will  refpeft  their  laws,  their 
cuftoms,  and  their  conftitutions  ; 
but  that  we  infift  upon  our  own 
being  refpe£led.  Tell  them,  that 
if  the  German  princes  continue  to 
favour  preparations  directed  againfl 
the  French,  we  will  carry  among 
them  not  fire  and  fword,  but  liberty. 
It  is  for  them  to  calculate  what  may 
be  the  confequences  of  the  alarm  of 
nations. 

For  two  years  that  French  patriots 
have  been  perfecuted  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  and  that  rebels  have  there 
found  fiiGCOur,  what  ambaffador  has 
fpoken  in  your  name  as  he  ought  ? 
Not  one. 

If  the  French  who  were  driven 
from  the  country  by  the  revocation 
of  the  edidt  of  Nantes  hadaffembled 
in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  if  thev 
had  been  protected  by  the  princes  of 
Germany,  Sire,  we  appeal  to  you, 
what  would  have  been  the  condudl 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  ?  Would  he 
have  buffered  fuch  affemblings  ? 
Would  he  have  permitted  fuccours 
given  by  princes  who,  under  the 
name  of  allies,  a£t  like  enemies  ? 
What  he  would  have  done  for  his 
authority,  let  your  majefly  do  for 
the  fafety  of  the  empire,  and  the 
maintaining  of  the  conuitution. 

Sire,  your  intereft,  your  dignity, 
the  infulted  greatnefs  of  the  nation, 
all  didtate  a  language  very  different 
from  that  of  your  ambaffadors. 
The  nation  experts  from  your  ener¬ 
getic  declaratipns  to  the  circles  of 
the  Upper  and  the  Lower  Rhine, 
the  electors  of  Treves  and  Mentz, 
and  the  bifhop  of  Spire. 

Let  them  be  fuch  as  that  the 
hordes  of  the  emigrants  may  be  in- 
jftantly  difperfed.  Prefcribe  an  early 
period  beyond  which  no  dilatory 


anfwer  fhall  be  received.  Let  p 
declaration  be  fupported  by  me 
ments  of  the  forces  entrufled  to  y 
and  let  the  nation  know  who  are 
friends  and  its  enemies.  In  ! 
fplendid  meafure  we  fhall  recogr; 
the  defender  of  the  conflitution. 

You  will  thus  allure  the  tranq' 
lity  of  the  empire,  infeparable  fr 
your  own ;  and  you  will  ha! 
thofe  days  of  national  profperity, 
which  peace  fhall  reflore  order  ; 
the  reign  of  the  laws,  in  which  yi 
happinefs  fhall  be  united  with  t| 
of  all  the  French. 

ANSWER.  | 

I  Will  take  the  meffage  of  ; 
national  affembly  into  the  moff 
rious  confideration.  You  krf 
that  I  have  omitted  nothing 
fecure  the  public  tranquillity! 
home,  to  maintain  the  conftitiltil 
and  to  make  it  refpe&ed  abroad] 


The  King's  Speech  to  the  Nat  ip 
AJjembiy ,  Dccejn .  14.  1 

Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  taken  your  menage* 1! 
the  29th  of  laff  month  into  deep  cell 
deration.  Tn  a  cafe  that  involves j 
honour  of  the  French  people,  I 
the  fafety  of  the  empire,  I  thoil 
in  my  duty  to  bfe  myfelf  the  be; 
of  my  anfwer.  The  nation  carl! 
but  applaud  thefe  communicati 
between  its  eledfed  and  its  herecl 
ry  reprefentative. 

You  have  invited  me  to  take  I 
cifive  meafures  to  effect  a  ceffa  j 
of  thofe  external  affemblages  wil 
keep  up  a  hateful  difquiet  and 
mentation  in  the  bofom  of  Fra  J 
render  neceffary  an  oppremve  a| 
mentation  of  expence,  and  ex]| 
liberty  to  greater  danger  than! 
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1  and  declared  war.  You  delire 
to  caufe  declarations  to  be  made 
he  neighbouring  princes,  who, 
rary  to  the  rules  of  good  neigh- 
rhood,  and  the  principles  of  the 
of  nations,  protedf  thefe  afle tri¬ 
es,  that  the  nation  can  no  long- 
iiffer  this  want  of  refpedt  and 

2  fources  .of  hoftility.  Finally, 
have  given  me  to  underhand, 
one  general  fenfation  is  felt  by 
nation,  and  that  the  cry  of  all 
French  is  for  war,  in  preference 
i  ruinous  and  degrading  pati- 

entlemen,  I  have  long  thought 
our  circumftances  required 
t  circumfpc Ction  in  our  mea- 
3 ;  that  having  fcarcely  yet  wea- 
ed  the  agitations  and  forms  of 
solution,  and  in  the  idrft  eflays 
n  infant  conftitution,  no  means 
at  to  be  negleCted  that  could 
erve  France  from  the  incalcula- 
evils  of  war.  Thefe  means  I 
?  always  employed.  On  the 
hand,  I  have  done  every  thing 
ecal  the  French  emigrants  to 
bofom  of  their  country,  and  in- 
;  them  to  fubmit  to  the  new 
which  a  great  majority  of  the 
an  has  adopted  ;  on  the  other,  I 
^employed  amicable  intimations; 
ve  caufed  formal  and  precife  re¬ 
gions  to  be  made,  to  divert  the 
hbouring  princes  from  giving 
a  a  fupport  calculated  to  flatter 
'  hopes,  and  encourage  them  in 
"  rafli  deiigns. 

'he  emperor  has  done  all  that 
to  be  expected  from  a  faithful 
i  by  forbidding  and  difperfing 
flemblages  within  his  ftates. 
ly  meafures.  at  the  courts  of 
r  princes,  have  not  been  equally 
“fsful.  Unaccommodating  an- 
s  have  been  given  to  my  requi- 
ns. 

befe  unjuft  refufals  call  for  re- 
dons  of  another  kind.  The  na« 
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tion  has  manifefted  its  wifties.  You 
have  colle&ed  them,  you  have 
weighed  the  confequences,  you  have 
exprefl’ed  them  to  me  by  your  mef- 
fage.  Gentlemen,  you  have  not 
anticipated  me.  As  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  people,  I  felt  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  injuries  ;  and  I  am  now  to  in¬ 
form  vou  of  the  refolution  I  have 
•> 

taken  to  purfue  demand  (repeated 
applaufes  and  fnouts  of  <vinje  le  rot). 

1  have  caufed  a  declaration  to  be. 
made  to  the  elector  of  Treves,  that  if, 
before  the  15th  of  January,  he  do 
not  put  a  ftop,  within  his  ftates,  to 
all  collecting  of  troops,  and  all  hof- 
tile  difpofitions  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  who  have  taken  refuge  in 
them,  I  final  1  no  longer  confider  him 
but  as  the  enemy  of  France.  (Shouts 
of  applaufe,  and  <vi<vc  le  roi .)  I 
fliall  caufe  fimilar  declarations  to 
be  made  to  all  who  favour  aftem- 
blages  contrary  to  the  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom ;  and,  by  fecuring 
to  foreigners  all  the  protection 
which  they  ought  to  expeCt  from 
our  laws,  I  fliall  have  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  a  fpeedy  and  complete  repa¬ 
ration  of  all  the  injuries  which 
Frenchmen  mav  have  received. 

I  have  written  to  the  emperor  to 
engage  him  to  continue  his  good 
offices,  and,  if  neceflary,  to  exert 
his  authority  as  head  of  the  empire, 
to  avert  the  evils  which  the  obftina- 
cy  of  certain  members  of  the  Ger¬ 
manic  body,  if  longer  perfifted  in, 
cannot  fail  to  occaflon.  Much  may 
undoubtedly  be  expeCled  from  his 
interposition,  fuppoi  ted  by  the  pow¬ 
erful  influence  of  his  example  ;  but 
I  am,  at  the  fame  time,  making  the 
moft  proper  military  arrangements 
to  render  thefe  declarations  refpeCt- 
ed. 

And  if  they  fliall  not  be  attended 
to,  then,  gentlemen,  it  will  only  re¬ 
main  for  the  me  to  propofe  war  ; 
war,  which  a  people,  who  have 

folemniy 
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folemnly  renounced  conquefl,  never 
make  without  neceffity;  but  which 
a  nation,  happy  and  free,  know 
how  to  undertake  when  their  fafety 
— when  honour  commands. 

But  in  courageoufty  abandoning 
ourfelves  to  this  resolution,  let  us 
haften  to  employ  the  only  means 
that  can  allure  its  fuccefs-.  Turn 
your  attention,  gentlemen,  to  the 
Bate  of  the  finances ;  confirm  the 
national  credit ;  watch  over  the  pub¬ 
lic  fortune.  Let  your  deliberations, 
ever  governed  by  conllitutional 
principles,  take  a  grand,  high-fpirit- 
ed,  and  authoritative  courfe,  the 
Only  one  that  befits  the  legiflators  of 
a  great  empire.  Let  the  conflituted 
powers  refpedt  themfelves  to  be  re- 
fpedled ;  let  them  give  mutual  aid 
inflead  of  mutual  impediment;  and 
finally,  let  it  appear  that  they  are 
diftind.,  but  not  enemies  ( applaud¬ 
ed ).  It  is  time  to  fhew  to  foreign 
nations  that  the  French  people,  their 
reprefentatives,  and  their  king,  are 
but  one  ( applauded ). 

It  is  to  this  union,  and  alfo,  let 
us  never  forget  it,  to  the  refped  we 
pay  to  ti  e  government  of  other 
Bates,  that  the  fafetv,  confequence, 
and  glory  of  the  empire  are  attached. 

For  my  part,  gentlemen,  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  andeavour  to  fur- 
round  with  difgufts  the  exercife  of 
the  authority  which  is  confided  to 
me.  In  the  face  of  all  France  I 
declare,  that  nothing  fliall  weary 
my  prefeverance,  or  relax  my  ef¬ 
forts.  It  fliall  not  be  owing  to  me 
that  the  law  does  not  become  the 
protection  of  the  citizen  and  the 
terror  of  the  difturber  (Ihouts  of 
<vi<ve  le  rot).  I  fhall  faithfully  pre- 
ferve  the  depofit  of  the  conflitution, 
and  no  coniideration  fhall  determine 
me  to  fuffer  it  to  be  infringed  (ap¬ 
plauded)  .  If  men,  who  only  with  for 
difeord,  and  trouble,  take  occafion 
from  this  firmnefs,  to  calumniate  my 
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intentions,  I  will  nofrdtoop  to  re. 
by  words  the  injurious  fufpicic 
they  may  choofe  to  circulate.  Thf 
who  watch  the  progrefs  of  gover 
ment  with  an  attentive,.- but  unp 
j  lid  iced  eye,  muff  fee  that  I  ne\ 
depart  from  the  conllitutional  lii 
and  that  I  feel  profoundly  how  g 
rious  it  is  to  be  the  king  of  a  fi 
people. 

The  President’s  Answer. 

The  afTembly  will  take  the  pt 
pofitions  you  have  made  into  cc 
fideration,  and  communicate  th 
determination  by  a  mefTage. 


Addrefs  from  the  National  AJJhn\ 
to  the  King,  Dec,  1 6, 

,  •*  t| 

Sire, 

IN  the  language  which  you  r 
jelly  held  to  them,  the  national  t 
fembly  recognize  the  king  of  ! 
French.  They  feel  more  than  ej 
how  truly  valuable  is  harmony  j> 
tween  the  two  branches  of  pow 
and  a  frank  communication,  wli 

m  *  I 

is  the  defire,  and  will  be  the  welfji 
of  the  empire. 

Sire,  the  afTembly  will  fix  all  tl: 
attention  on  the  decifive  meafi 
which  you  announce,  and  if 
order  of  events  fliall  make  tl 
meafures  necefTary,  they  promift 
your  majeBy  more  true  glory  fl 
was  ever  obtained  by  any  of  y 
anceflors. 

They  promife  to  Europe  the  i| 
fpe&acle  of  a  great  people,  outrai 
in  its  immutable  love  of  libel 
arming  the  hand  in  union  with  ■» 
heart. 

Every  where  the  French  ped 
will  oppofe  themfelves  with  vig| 
to  their  enemies,  from  the  RH 
to  the  Pyreenes,  from  the  Alp  ? 
the  Ocean.  All  French  fhalll 
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covered  by  the  regards  of  a  good 
king,  and  by  foldiers  intrepid  and 
faithful. 

Behold,  fire,  the  family  that  de- 
ferve  your  heart — thefe  are  your 
friends — thefe  will  never  abandon 
you; 

All  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
French  people — all  true  Frenchmen 
guarantee,  on  their  heads,  the  de¬ 
fence  of  a  conftitution  to  which  they 
have  fworn,  and  of  a  beloved  king 
whofe  throne  they  have  eftabliflied. 


The  Speech  of  George  ldrafolngton, 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  both  Houfes  of  Con~ 
grefij  Oftober  2  5,1791. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate,  and  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

I  MEET  you,  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  with  the  feelings  which 
are  naturally  infpired  by  a  ftrong 
impreffion  of  the  profperous  fitua- 
tion  of  our  common  country,  and 
by  a  perfuafion  equally  ftrong,  that 
the  labours  of  the  l’effion,  which 
has  juft  commenced,  will,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  fpirit  no  lefs  prudent 
than  patriotic,  iffue  in  meafures  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  liability  and  increafe 
of  national  property. 

Numerous  as  are  the  providen¬ 
tial  bleffings  which  demand  our 
grateful  acknowledgments,  the  a- 
bundance  with  which  another  year 
has  again  rewarded  the  induftry  of 
the  hulbandman  is  too  important  to 
efcape  recollection. 

Your  own  obfervations  in  your 
refpeCtive  fttuations  will  have  fatis- 
Bed  you  of  the  progreftive  ftate  of 
agriculture,  .  rnanufaCtures,  com¬ 
merce,  and  navigation.  In  tracing 
their  califes,  you  will  have  remarked 
frith  particular  pleafure  the  happy 
feffedts  of  that  revival  of  confidence* 
l79Ji 
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public,  as  well  as  private,  to  which 
the  conftitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  have  fo  eminently  con¬ 
tributed;  and  you  will  obferve* 
with  no  lefs  intereft,  new  and  deci- 
five  proofs  of  the  ihcreafing  reputa¬ 
tion  and  credit  of  the  nation.  But 
you,  nevertheless,  cannot  fail  to  de¬ 
rive  fatisfadtion  from  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  thefe  circumftances,  which 
will  be  difclofed  in  the  feveral  of¬ 
ficial  communications  that  will  be 
made  1 0  you  in  the  courfe  of  your 
deliberations. 

The  rapid  fubfcriptioris  to,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  which 
completed  the  fum  allowed  to  be 
fubfcribed  in  a  fingle  day,  is  among 
the  ftriking  and  pleafing  evidences 
which  prefent  themfelves,  not  only 
of  confidence  in  the  government, 
but  of  refo'urce  in  the  community. 

In  the  interval  of  your  recefs, 
due  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
execution  of  the  different  objedfs 
which  were  fpecially  provided  for 
by  the  laws  and  refolutions  of  the 
laft  feffion. 

Among  the  mod  important  of 
thefe  is  the  defence  and  fecurity  of 
the  weftern  frontiers.  To  accom- 
plifh  it  on  the  moft  humatne  prin¬ 
ciples,  vVas  a  primary  wifh. 

Accordingly,  at  the  fame  time 
that  treaties  have  been  provisionally 
concluded,  and  other  proper  means 
ufed  to  attach  the  wavering,  and  td 
confirm  in  their  friendfhip  the  well- 
difpofed  tribes  of  Indians — effe&ual 
meafures  have  been  adopted  to  make 
thofe  of  a  hoftile  defcription  fenfi- 
ble,  that  a  pacification  was  defired 
upon  terms  of  moderation  and  juf- 
tice. 

Thefe  meafures  having  proved 
unfuccefsful,  it  became  neceffarytd 
convince  the  refradfory  of  the  power 
of  the  United  States  to  punifli  their 
depredations  :  offenfive  operations 
hare  therefore  been  directed — to 

(H)  to 


(ii4)  PUBLIC 

be  conduced,  however,  as  confid¬ 
ently  as  podible  with  the  dilates 
of  humanity.  Some  of  thefe  have 
been  crowned  with  full  fuccefs,  and 
others  are  yet  depending.  The  ex¬ 
peditions  which  have  been  comple¬ 
ted  were  carried  on  under  the  autho¬ 
rity,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  by  the  militia  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  whofe  enterprise,  intrepidity, 
and  good  conduct,  are  entitled  to 
peculiar  commendation. 

Overtures  of  peace  are  dill  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  deluded  tribes,  and 
condderable  numbers  of  individuals 
belonging  to  them  have  lately  re¬ 
nounced  all  further  oppodtion,  remo¬ 
ved  from  their  former  (ituations,  and 
placed  themfelves  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  protection  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  fincerely  to  be  defired,  that 
all  need  of  coercion  in  future  may 
seafe,  and  that  an  intimate  inter- 
courfe  may  fucceed,  calculated  to 
advance  the  happinefs  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  to  attach  them  firmly  to 
the  United  States. 

In  order  to  this,  it  feems  necef- 
fary — ■ 

That  they  fhould  experience  the 
benefits  of  an  impartial  difpenfa- 
tion  of  judice. 

That  the  mode  of  alienating  their 
lands,  the  main  fource  of  difcon- 
tent  and  war,  fhould  be  fo  denned 
and  regulated  as  to  obviate  impo- 
fition,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  controverfy  concerning 
the  reality  and  extent  of  the  alie¬ 
nations  which  are  made. 

That  commerce  with  them  fhould 
be  permitted  under  regulations 
tending  to  fecure  an  equitable  de¬ 
portment  toward  them,  and  that 
fuch  rational  experiments  fhould 
be  made  for  imparting  to  them 
the  bleflings  of  civilization  as  may 
from  time  to  time  fuit  their  con¬ 
dition. 

That  the  exec  efjve  power  of  theUnit- 
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ed  States  dioitld  be  enabled  to  erb- 
ploy  the  means  to  which  the  In¬ 
dians  have  been  long  accuftomed, 
for  uniting  their  immediate  in- 
tereds  with  the  prefervation  ol 
peace.  And, 

That  effiacious  proviflon  fhould  be 
made  for  infliCIing  adequate  pe-i 
nalties  upon  all  thofe  who,  by 
violating  their  rights,  fhall  in¬ 
fringe  the  treaties,  and  endangei 
the  peace  of  the  union. 

A  fydem,  correfponding  wit! 
the  mild  principles  of  religion  anc 
philanthropy  toward  an  uneiightem 
ed  race  of  men,  whofe  happinef 
materially  depends  on  the  conduct 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  as  ho 
nourable  to  the  national  character 
as  conformable  to  the  dictates  o 
found  policy. 

The  powers  Specially  veded  ii 
me  by  the  aCt  laying  certain  dutie 
on  diddled  fpirits,  which  refpe£ 
the  fub-divifions  of  the  didri£ts  int 
furveys,  the  appointment  of  officer!- 
and  the  alignment  of  compenfaij 
tions,  have  likewife  been  carriers 
into  effe6t.  In  a  matter,  in  whic; 
both  mateF:als  and  experience  wer  i 
wanting  to  guide  the  calculation 
it  will  be  readily  conceived  thatthef: 
mud  have  been  difficulty  in  fuc 
an  adjudment  of  the  rates  of  con) 
penfation,  as  would  conciliate  a  re; 
fonable  competency,  with  a  prop 
regard  to  the  limits  preferibed  t 
the  law.  It  is  hoped,  that  the  ci ! 
cumfpe&ion  which  has  been  ufe<: 
will  be  found  in  the  refult  to  hav 
fecured  the  lad  of  the  two  obje£h| 
but  it  is  probable,  that  with  a  vie  • 
to  the  fird,  in  fome  indances,  a  rev ! 
don  of  the  provifion  will  be  foui'j 
ad  vi  fable.  | 

The  impreffions  with  which  tb 
law  has  been  received  by  the  con  j 
munity  have  been,  upon  the  who!  i 
fuch  as  were  to  be  expected  amoi  | 
enlightened  and  weli-difpofed  ci|! 
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Zens,  from  the  propriety  and  necef- 
iity  of  the  meafure.  The  novelty, 
however,  of  the  tax,  in  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
a  mifconception  of  fome  of  its  pro- 
vifions,  have  given  occafion,  in  par¬ 
ticular  places,  to  fome  degree  of  dif- 
content.  But  it  is  fatisfa&ory  to 
know,  that  this  difpofition  yields  to 
proper  explanations  and  more  juft 
apprehenfions  of  the  true  nature  of 
the  law.  And  I  entertain  a  full 
confidence  that  it  will,  in  all,  give 
way  to  motives  which  arife  out  of  a 
juft  fenfe  of  duty,  and  a  virtuous 
regard  to  the  public  welfare. 

If  there  are  any  circumftances  in 
the  law,  which,  conftftently  with  its 
main  defign,  may  be  fo  varied  as  to 
remove  any  well-intentioned  objec¬ 
tions  that  may  happen  to  exift,  it 
will  confift  with  a  wife  moderation 
to  make  the  proper  variations.  It 
is  defirable*  on  all  occafions,  to 
unite,  with  a  fteady  and  firm  ad¬ 
herence  to  conftitutional  and  necef- 
fary  a6ts  of  government,  the  fulleft 
evidence  of  a  difpofition,  as  far  as 
may  be  practicable,  to  confult  the 
wifhes  of  every  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  public  admin  iftx&tion  in  the 
affeCtions  of  the  people. 

Purfuant  to  the  authority  con¬ 
tained  in  the  feveral  a£ts  on  that 
fubjeCt,  adiftriCt  of  ten  miles  fquare, 
for  the  permanent  feat  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  fixed  and  announced  by  procla¬ 
mation  ;  which  diftrict  will  compre¬ 
hend  lands  on  both  fides  of  the 
river  Potowmac,  and  the  towns  of 
Alexandria  and  George-town.  A 
city  has  alfo  been  laid  out,  agree¬ 
able  to  a  plan  which  will  be  placed 
before  Congrefs :  and  as  there  is  a 
profpeCt,  favoured  by  the  rate  of 
tales  which  have  already  taken  place, 
of  ample  funds  for  carrying  on  the 
liecefTarv  buildings,  there  is  every 
expectation  of  their  due  progrefs. 


-  -  -  (”S) 

The  completion  of  the  cenfus  of 
the  inhabitants,  for  which  provifion 
was  made  by  law,  has  been  duly 
notified  (excepting  in  one  inftance* 
in  which  the  return  has  been 
informal)  and  another,  in  which  it 
has  been  omitted  or  mifearried)  ; 
and  the  returns  of  the  offi  en  who 
were  charged  with  this  duty,  which 
will  be  laid  before  you,  will  give  you 
the  pleafing  affurance,  that  the  pre- 
fent  population  of  the  United  States 
borders  on  four  millions  of  pe’r- 
fons. 

It  is  proper  alfo  to  inform  you* 
that  a  further  loan  of  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  florins  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  in  Holland,  the  terms  of 
which  are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  one 
laft:  announced,  except  as  to  a  fmall 
reduction  of  charges.  Another* 
on  like  terms,  for  fix  millions  of 
florins,  had  been  fet  on  foot,  under 
circumftances  that  allured  imme¬ 
diate  completion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

Tv/6  treaties,  which  have  been 
provifionally  concluded  with  the 
C  herokees,  and  fix  nation  of  In¬ 
dians,  will  be  laid  before  you  for 
your  confideratioii  and  ratification* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives, 

In  entering  upon  the  difeharge 
of  your  legislative  truft,  you  muft 
anticipate,  with  pleafure,  that  many 
of  the  difficulties,  nec<  ftarily  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  firft  arrangement  of  a 
new  government  for  an  extenfiVe 
country,  have  been  happily-  fur- 
mounted  by  the  zealous  and  judici- 
cious  exertions  of  your  predecef- 
fors,  in  co-operation  with  the  other 
branch  of  the  legiflature.  1  he  im¬ 
portant  objeCts  which  remain  to  be 
accompli fhed,  will,  I  am  perfuaded* 
be  conducted  upon  principles  equal¬ 
ly  comprehenfive,  and  equaly  well 
(Ha)  calculated 
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calculated  for  the  advancement  of 
the  general  weal. 

The  time  limited  for  receiving 
fubfcriptions  to  the  loans  propofed 
by  the  aft,  making  provifion  for  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,  having  ex¬ 
pired,  ftatements  from  the  proper 
department  will,  as  foon  as  poffible, 
apprife  you  of  the  exaft  refult. 
Enough,  however,  is  already  known, 
to  afford  an  a  flu  ranee  that  the  views 
of  that  aft  have  been  fubffantially 
fulfilled.  The  fubfcription  in  the 
domeffic  debt  of  the  United  States 
has  embraced  by  far  the  greateft 
proportion  of  that  debt  'r  affording, 
at  the  fame  time,,  proof  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  fatisfaftion  of  the  public 
creditors  with  the  fyftem  which  has 
been  propofed  to  their  acceptance, 
and  of  the  fpii  it  of  accommodation 
to  the  convenience  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  with  which  they  are  aftuated. 
The  fubfcriptions  in  the  debts  of  the 
refpeftive  States,  as  far  as  the  provi- 
lions  of  the  law  have  permitted, 
may  be  faid  to  be  yet  more  general. 
The  part  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  which  remains  unfubferibed 
will  naturally  engage  your  further 
deliberations. 

It  is  particularly  pleafing  to  me 
to  be  able  to  announce  to  you,  that 
the  revenues  which  have  been  eftab- 
lifhed  promife  to  be  adequate  to 
their  objefts,  and  may  be  permitted, 
if  no  unforefeen  exigency  occurs, 
to  fuperfede,  for  the  prefent,  the 
neceffity  of  any  new  burthens  upon 
our  conftituents. 

An  objeft  which  will  claim  your 
early  attention,  is  a  provifion  for 
the  current  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year,  together  with  fuch  afeertained 
demands  upon  the  treafury  as  re¬ 
quire  to  be  immediately  difeharged, 
and  fuch  cafualties  as  may  have  ari- 
fen  in  the  execution  of  the  public 
bufinefs,  for  which  no  fpecihc  ap¬ 
propriation  muy  have  vet  been 


made;  of  ad  which  a  proper  efth 
mate  will  be  laid  before  you. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 


I  fliall  content  myfelf  with  a  ge¬ 
neral  reference  to  former  com¬ 
munications  for  feveral  objefts, 
upon  which  the  urgency  of  other 
affairs  has  hitherto  poftponed  any 
definitive  refolution  :  — their  im¬ 
portance  will  recal  them  to  your  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  I  truff  that  the  pro- 
grefs  already  made  in  the  moft  ar¬ 
duous  arrangements  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  will  afford  you  leifure  to  re¬ 
fume  them  with  advantage. 

There  are,  however,  fome  of 
them,  of  which  I  cannot  forbear  a 
more  particular  mention-— thefe  are, 
the  militia— the  poft-oflice  and  poft- 
roads — the  mint — weights  and  mea* 
fures — a  provifion  for  the  fale  of 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  firft  is  certainly  an  objeft  of 
primary  importance,  whether  view¬ 
ed  in  reference  to  the  national  fe- 
curity,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
community,  or  to  the  preservation 
of  order.  In  connexion  with  this, 
the  eftablifliment  of  competent  ma¬ 
gazines  and  arfenals,  and  the  for¬ 
tification  of  fuch  places  as  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  important  and  vulnerable, 
naturally  prefent  themfelves  to  con- 
fideration.  The  fafety  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  under  divine  proteftion, 
ought  to  reft  on  the  bafis  of  fvfte- 
matte  and  folid  arrangement,  expof* 
ed  as  little  as  poffible  to  the  hazard* 
of  fortuitous  eircumftances. 

The  importance  of  the  poft-of- 
fice  and  poft-roads,  on  a  plan  fuf* 
ficiently  liberal  and  comprehenfive. 


as  they  refpeft  the  expedition,  fafe¬ 


ty,  and  facility  of  communication, 
is  increafed  by  the  inftru mentality 
in  diffufing  a  knowledge  of  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  which,  while  it  contri- 

ferves 
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bates  to  the  fecurity  of  the  people, 
ferves,  alfo,  to  guard  them  againd 
the  effe&s  of  mifreprefentation 
and  mifconception.  The  edablidir 
merit  of  additional  crofs-pods,  ef- 
pecially  to  fome  of  the  important 
points  in  the  Wedern  and  North¬ 
ern  parts  of  the  union,  cannot  fail 
to  be  of  material  utility. 

The  diforders  in  the  exiding  cur¬ 
rency,  and  efpecially  the  fcarcity  of 
fmall  change,  a  fcarcity  fo  peculiar¬ 
ly  didreding  to  the  poorer  clades, 
ftrongly  recommend  the  carrying 
into  immediate  effect  the  refolution 
ilready  entered  into  concerning  the 
dtablifhment  of  a  mint.  Meafures 
lave  been  taken  purfuant  to  that 
refolution  for  procuring  fome  of 
:he  mod  necedary  articles,  together 
►vith  the  requifite  apparatus. 

An  uniformity  in  the  weights  and 
neafures  of  the  country  is  among 
he  important  objecds  fubmitted  to 
/on  by  the  conditution  ;  and  if  it 
:an  be  derived  from  a  nandard  at 
>nce  invariable  and  univerfal,  mud: 
ie  no  lefs  honourable  to  the  public 
yuqcils  than  conducive  to  the  pub¬ 
ic  convenience. 

A  providon  for  the  fale  of  the 
/acant  lands  of  the  United  States  is 
larticularly  urged,  among  other 
'eafons,  by  the  important  confide- 
[ations — that  they  are  pledged  as  a 
hnd  for  reimburfing  the  public 
lebt  — that,  if  timely  and  judiciouf- 
v  applied,  they  may  fave  the  necef- 
ity  of  burdening  our  citizens  with 
iew  taxes  for  the  extinguidiment  of 
he  principal — and  that,  being  free 
o  difcharge  the  principal  but  in  a 
united  proportion,  no  opportunity 
>ught  to  be  lod  for  availing  the 
niblic  of  its  rights. 

G,  W ash  I NGTON, 


r*?ttcrs  from  A*  thur  Ph'llip ,  Ff quire , 
.  Governor  of  Ff  iv  South  lVaiisy  to 


(.M7) 

l.ord  Sydney,  laid  Ic  forc  jhe  Houfe 

of  Commons ,  March  2,  1 79 1. 

Number  I. 

Sydney  Cove,  Feb.  12,  1790. 

When  the  Supply  left  Norfolk. 
Idand,  the  people  were  all  very  heal¬ 
thy,  and  they  had  vegetables  in  the 
greated  abundance.  They  get  fidi, 
when  the  weather  permits  the  boat 
to  go  without  the  reef,  and,  at  times, 
in  fuch  quantities,  that  ddi  is  ferved 
to  the  people  in  lieu  of  fait  provi- 
lions.  They  make  their  lines  from 
the  flax  plant;  but,  unfortunately, 
we  have  not  any  perfon  who  under- 
da  nds  how  to  drefs  it. 

Half  a  pod  of  cotton  being  found 
on  the  idand  (fuppofed  to  be  brought 
there  by  a  bird)  and  a  cocoa  nut 
which  was  perfectly  found,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  but  a  diort  time 
in  the  water,  being  thrown  upon  the 
beach,  have  given  fome  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  both  thefe  articles  will 
be  found  in  fome  idand  at  no  great 
didance. 

Lord  Howe  Idand  has  been  exa¬ 
mined  ;  bur  no  frefh  water,  or  good 
anchorage,  being  found,  it  can  be 
of  no  other  advantage  to  this  fettlc- 
ment,  than  occadonally  fupplying  a 
few  turtle. 

I  had  the  honour  of  informing 
your  lordfhip,  that  a  lettlement  was 
intended  to  be  made  at  a  place  I  na¬ 
med  Rofe  Hill.  At  the  head  of 
this  harbour  there  is  a  creek,  whi,ch, 
at  half  dood,  has  water  tor  large 
boats  to  go  three  miles  up  ;  and  one 
mile  higher  the  water  is  frefh,  and 
the  foil  is  good.  A  very  indudrious 
man  whom  I  brought  from  England, 
is  employed  there  at  prefent,  and 
has  under/- his  dire<dion  one  hundred 
convi<ds,  who  are  employed  in  clear¬ 
ing  and  cultivating  the  ground.  A 
barn,  granary,  and  other  necedary 
buildings,  art:  erected  ;  and  twenty - 
(,11  3)  feven 
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feven  acres  in  corn  prornife  a  good 
crop.  The  foil  is  good ;  and  the 
country  for  twenty  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward,  as  far  as  I  have  examined  it* 
lies  well  for  cultivation :  but  then 
the  labour  of  clearing  the  ground  is 
very  great;  and  I  have  fcen  none 
that  can  be  cultivated  withoutcutting 
down  the  timber,  except  fome  few 
particular  fpots,  which,  from  their 
fttuation  (lying  at  a  diftance  from 
either  of  the  harbours)  can  be  of  no 
advantage  to  us  at  prefent :  and,  I 
prefume,  the  meadows  mentioned  in 
captain  Cook’s  voyage,  were  feen 
from  the  high  grounds,  about  Botany 
Bay,  and  from  whence  they  appear 
well  to  the  eye,  but,  when  examined, 
are  found  to  be  marfhes,  the  drain¬ 
ing  of  which  would  be  wafte  of  time, 
aud  not  to  be  attempted  by  the  firft; 
fettlers.  The  captain’s  guard,  which, 
until  lately  did  duty  at  Rofe  Hill,  is 
jiow  reduced  to  a  lieutenant  and 
twelve  privates,  aud  intended  merely 
as  a  guard  to  the  ftore  which  contains 
the  provifions,  and  which  is  the  re¬ 
doubt  ;  for  I  am  now  fenfible  there 
is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  natives;  and  the  little  attend¬ 
ance  which  had  been  defired  of  the 
officers,  more  than  what  was  imme¬ 
diately  garrifon  duty,  when  at  Rofe 
Hill,  is  now  no  longer  required, 

■  At  Sydney  Cove  all  the  officers 
are  in.  good  huts,  and  the  men  in 
barracks;  and,  although  many  un¬ 
foreseen  difficulties  have  been  met 
with,  I  believe  there  is  not  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  from  the  governor  to  the 
private  foldier,  whofe  fttuation  is 
not  more  eligible  at  this  time,  than 
he  had  any  reafon  to  expetft  it  could 
be  in  the  courfe  of  the  three  years 
Ration  ;  and  it  is  the  fame  with  the 
convidls ;  and  thofe  who  have  been 
anv  ways  induftrious,  have  vegeta¬ 
bles  in  plenty.  The  buildings  now 
carrying  on  are  of  brick  and  ftone. 
The  houfe  intended  for  myfelf  was 


to  con  lift  of  only  three  rooms;  but, 
having  a  good  foundation^  has  been’ 
enlarged,  contains  fix  rooms,  and  is 
fo  well  built,  that  I  prefume  it  | 
will  ftand  for  a  great  number  of  I 
years. 

Ttie  ftores  have  been  lately  over¬ 
run.  with  rats ;  and  they  are  equally  I 
numerous  in  the  gardens,  where  i 
they  do  confiderable  damage ;  and’  | 
as  the  lofs  in  the  ftorts  could  only  j 
be  known  by  removing  all  the  pro-  i 
vifidns,  that  was  ordered  to  be  done;  j 
and  many  calks  of  flour  and  rice  j 
were  found  to  be  damaged,  or  to-  j 
tally  deftroyed.  The  lofs,  in  thefe  , 
two  articles,  by  the  rats,  flnce  land¬ 
ing,  has  been  more  than  twelve 
thoufand  weight. 

Vegetables  and  provifions  having 
been  frequently  ftolen  in  the  night, 
from  convidfs,  and  others  ;  twelve  j 
convifts  were  chofen  as  a  night  watch,  j 
and  they  have  actually  anfwered  the  j 
end  propoied,  no  robbery  having  J 
been  committed  for  feveral  months;  j 
and  the  convidfs,  in  general,  have  J 
behaved  better  than  1  ever  expected,  i 
Only  two  convi&s  have  fuffered  j 
death  in  the  laft  year.  Four  were  \ 
executed  the  firft  year. 

As  near  two  years  have  now 
palled,  flnce  we  firft  landed  in  this  j 
country,  fome.  judgment  may  be  > 
formed  of  the  climate ;  and  I  believe' 
a  finer,  or  more  healthy  climate,  is 
not  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  Of  one  thoufand  and  thirty  ij 
people,  who  vvere  landed,  many  of 
whom  were  worn  out  by  old  age,  thej] 
fcurvy,  and  various  diforders,  onlyd 
feventy-two  have  died  in  twenty-one  ■; 
months :  and  by  the  furgeon’s  return! 
it  appears,  that  twenty-fix  of  thofe  | 
died  from  diforders  of  long  ftanding  ;|| 
and  which,  it  is  more  than  probable, | 
would  have  carried  them  off  much'  ! 
fooner  in  England.  Fifty-nine  j 
children  have  been  born  in  the  above  ! 
time*  Iii  December  the  corn  at}| 
■'."■-A  ‘.Vi  Rofe 
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Rofe  Hill  was  got  in.  The  corn  was 
exceedingly  good ;  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  bufhels  of  wheat,  and  fixty  of 
barley,  with  a  frnall  quantity  of 
flax,  Indian  corn,  and  oats;  all 
which  is  preferved  for  feed.  Here  I 
beg  leave  to  obferve  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  that,  if  fettlers  are  fent  out, 
and  theconvi£ls  divided  among  them, 
this  fettlement  will  very  fhortly 
maintain  itfelf ;  but  without  which, 
this  country  cannot  be  cultivated  to 
any  advantage.  At  prefent  I  have 
only  one  perfon  (who  has  about  one 
hundred  convi£ts  under  his  dirc&ion ) 
who  is  employed  in  cultivating  the 
ground  for  the  public  benefit,  and 
he  has  returned  the  quantity  of  corn 
above  mentioned  into  the  public  ftore. 
The  officers  have  not  railed  fufficient 
to  fuppoit  the  little  flock  they  have. 
Some  ground  I  have  had  m  cultiva 
tion,  will  return  about  forty  bufhels 
of  wheat  into  {lore ;  fo  that  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  labour  of  the  convidls 
employed  in  cultivation,  has  been 
yery  fliort  of  what  might  have  been 
expedited,  and  which  1  take  the  liberty 
of  pointing  out  to  your  lordfhip  in 
this  place ;  to  fliew  as  fully  as  poffi- 
ble,  the  {late  of  this  colony,  and  the 
neceffity  of  the  conv  dls  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  thofe  who  have  an  interefl 
in  their  labour.  The  giving  con- 
vi£ts  to  the  officers  has  been  hitherto 
necefiary,  but  it  is  attended  with 
many  inconveniences,  for  which  the 
advantages  arifing  to  the  officers  do 
not  make  amends  :  it  will  not  there¬ 
fore  be  continued  after  this  detach¬ 
ment  is  relieved,  unlefs  particularly 
directed.  The  numbers  employed  in 
Cultivation,  will,  of  courfe,  be  in- 
creafed,  as  the  necefiary  buildings 
are  finifhed,  but  which  will  be  a 
Work  of  time,  for  there  are  numbers 
in  this  fettlement  who  do  nothing  to¬ 
wards  their  own  fupport,  except 
thofe  employed  for  thepublic. 

In  November  the  Supply  failed 
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for  Norfolk  Ifland,  with  fome  con? 
vidls,  and  returned,  after  being  ab- 
fent  fix  weeks.  Ajl  the  people  in 
that  ifland  were  well;  and  their  crops?  . 
after  all  they  had  fuffered  from  rats* 
birds,  and  a  worm,  which  had  done 
them  confiderable  damage,  fo  good, 
that  they  had  grain  fufficient  for  fix 
months  (and  bread  for  every  one  up¬ 
on  the  ifland)  referving  fufficient  fop 
their  next  year’s  crops. 

Early  in  January,  (790,  thp  Sup¬ 
ply  again  failed  for  Norfolk  Ifland 
with  more  convifts;  and  in  her  paf- 
fage  left  a  fm all  party  on  Lord  Howe 
Hand,  to  hunt  turtle  ;  but  in  fifteen 
days  only  three  were  taken,  fo  that 
no  great  advantages  will  at  prefent 
accrue  from  thence.  The  ifland  has 
frefh  water,  but  no  good  anchoring 
ground. 

Since  the  deaths  mentioned  in  a 
former  part  of  this  letter,  one  wot 
man  has  fuffered  for  a  robbery ;  five 
children  have  died,  and  twenty-eighj 
children  have  been  born;  making  in 
all,  feventy-feven  deaths,  and  eighty- 
feven  births. 

Number  II. 

Sydney  Cove,  Feb.  15,  1790. 

In  order  to  get  a  knowledge  of 
the  country  round  the  fettlement, 
frequent  excurfions  have  been  made 
fince  the  fhips  failed  in  November, 
1788  ;  foon  after  which  I  went  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  the  five  days  fpent 
in  that  harbour  confirmed  me  in  the 
opinion  1  had  firfl  formed  of  it,  that 
it  afforded  no  eligible  fituation  for 
fixing  the  fettlement,  and  was  a  bad 
harbour,  not  affording  good  fecurity 
for  fhips  againft  the  eafterly  winds, 
which  frequently  Wow  very  hard  in 
the  winter;  and  which  has  been  fur¬ 
ther  proved  by  captain  Hunter,  and 
the  firfi  lieutenant  of  (fie  Sirius,  who 
went  there  to  furvey  the  Bay. 

After  having  been  feveral  times 
(H^)  with 
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with  the  boats  to  Broken  Bay,  in  or- 
<Jer  to  examine  the  different  branches 
in  that  harbour,  a  river  was  found  ; 
but  the  want  of  provisions  obliged 
lis  to  return  without  being  able  to 
trace  its  fource,  which  has  fince  been 
done ;  and  in  the  fixteen  days  we 
were  then  out,  all  thofe  branches, 
which  had  any  depth  of  water, 
were  traced  as  far  as  the  boats  could 
proceed. 

The  breadth  of  this  river,  named 
the  Hawkefbury,  is  from  three  hun¬ 
dred  to  eight  hundred  feet ;  and  it 
appears,  from  the  foundings  we  had, 
to  be  navigable,  for  the  largefi  mer¬ 
chant  fliips,  to  the  foot  of  Rich¬ 
mond  Hill ;  but  as  the  water,  near 
the  head  of  the  river,  fometimes 
rifes,  after  very  heavy  rains,  thirty 
feet  above  its  common  level,  it  would 
not  be  fafe  for  Blips  to  go  far  up  ; 
but  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  below 
Richmond  Hill  they  would  lie  in 
frefii  water,  and  perfectly  fafe,  I 
fpeak  of  Richmond  Hill  as  being  the 
head  of  the  river,  it  there  growing 
very  fhallow,  and  dividing  into  two 
branches. 

The  high  rocky  country  which 
forms  Broken  Bay,  is  loft  as  you 
proceed  up  the  Hawkefbury;  and 
the  banks  of  the  river  are  there  co¬ 
vered  with  timber  ;  the  foil  a  rich 
light  mould  ;  and,  judging  from  the 
little  we  faw  of  the  country,  I  fliould 
fuppofe  it  good  land  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  extent.  The  other  branches 
of  frefii  water  are  fiioal,  but  proba¬ 
bly  run  many  miles  further  into  the 
country  than  we  could  trace  them  in 
our  boats.  On  thefe  rivers  we  faw 
great  numbers  of  wild  ducks,  and 
fome  black  fwans  :  and  on  the  banks 
pf  the  Hawkefbury  fevferai  decoys 
were  fet  by  the  natives,  to  catch 
quails. 

Richmond  Hill  (near  the  foot  of 
which  a  fall  of  water  prevented  our 
proceeding  further  with  the  boats) 


is  the  foutliern  extremity  of  a  range 
of  hills,  which  running  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  molt  probably  join  the  moun¬ 
tains  that  lie  nearly  parallel  to  the 
coafi,  from  fifty  to  fixty  miles  in¬ 
land.  The  foil  of  Richmond  Hill  is 
good,  and  it  lies  well  for  cultivation. 
Our  profpeCt  from  the  hill  was  very 
extenfive  to  the  fouthward  and  east¬ 
ward  ;  the  country  appearing,  from 
the  height  on  which  we  were,  a  level 
covered  with  timber.  There  is  a 
flat  of  fix  or  feven  miles  between 
Richmond  Hill  and  a  break  in  the 
mountains,  which  feparates  Lanf- 
downand  Carmarthen  Hills;  and  in 
this  fiat  I  fuppofe  the  Hawkefbury 
continues  itscourfe,  but  which  could 
not  be  feen  for  the  timber,  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  covers 
the  country,  wherever  the  foil  is 
good. 

The  great  advantage  of  fo  noble 
a  river,  when  a  fettlement  can  be 
made  on  its  banks,  will  be  obvious 
to  vour  Lordfiiip. 

The  fettlement  made  at  Port 
Jackfon,  and  near  the  head  of  the 
harbour  (Rofe  Hill)  very  fully  an- 
fwers  my  expectations ;  the  foil  is 
exceedingly  good,  lies  well  for  culti¬ 
vation,  and  is  well  watered.  Six 
miles  to  the  fouthward  there  is  a  fmall 
frefii  river ;  and  twenty  to  the  foutlw 
ward  there  is  a  more  confiderable 
river,  the  fource  of  which  I  fuppofe 
to  be  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
The  banks  of  this  river,  which  moft 
probably  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Hawkefbury,  are  high,  the  foil  a 
good  light  mould,  and  covered  with 
trees.  The  wood  of  fome  of  the 
trees  is  very  light  :  they  are  about 
thefizeof  large  walnut-trees,  which 
they  referable :  they  Bled  their  leaves, 
and  bear  a  fmall  fruit,  which  is  Paid 
to  be  very  wholefome.  This  river 
likewife  rifes  thirty  feet  above  its 
common  level.  It  is,  as  far  as  I 
have  feen  it,  from  three  hundred  to 
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bur  hundred  feet  in  breadth.  I 
lamed  it  the  Nepean  ;  and  its  fource 
rill  be  traced  in  the  courfe  of  the 
vinter.  From  its  banks  I  hope  to 
each  the  mountains,  which  has  been 
ttempted  by  a  party,  who  eroded 
he  river;  but,  after  the  firft  day’s 
aurney,  they  met  with  fuch  a  con- 
lant  fuccelfion  of  deep  ravines,  the 
ides  of  which  were  frequently  inac- 
effible,  that  they  returned,  nor  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  proceed  above  fif- 
sen  miles  in  five  days.  When  they 
timed  back,  they  fuppofed  them- 
dves  to  be  twelve  miles  from  the 
Dot  of  the  mountains. 

As  the  land,  for  feveral  miles  to 
le  fouthward,  and  twenty  miles  to 
ie  eaftward,  of  Rofe  Hill,  (that  is 
)  the  banks  of  the  Nepean)  is  as 
ne  land  for  tillage  as  molt  in  Eng- 
tnd  (feme  few  fpots  excepted,  the 
>il  of  which  is  poor,  and  bears  a 
ery  fmall  proportion  to  the  good 
nd),  I  propole  that  trad!  of  land 
>r  thole  fettle rs  who  may  be  fent 
at and  though  they  will  be  placed 
:  fome  diftance  from  each  other, 
>r  the  convenience  of  water,  from 
fie  to  three  or  four  miles,  they  will 
ave  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
atives,  who  avoid  thole  parts  we 
loll  frequent,  and  always  retire  at 
ie  light  of  two  or  three  people  who 
'e  armed. 

As  the  labour  of  clearing  the 
'Qund  of  timber  will  be  great,  I 
link  each  fettler  fliould  not  have 
fs  than  twenty  men  on  his  own 
rm,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  from 
hundred  to  one  thoufand  acres, 
will  be  necelTary  to  give  that 
-imber  of  convidts  to  thofe  fettlers 
ho  come  out,  and  to  fupport  them 
r  two  years  from  the  public  (lores. 

1  that  time,  if  they  are  at  all  induf- 
ious,  they  will  be  in  a  fitiution  to 
pport  themfelves;  and  I  do  not 
ink  they  would  be  able  to  do  it  in 
is  time.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
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two  years,  they  may  return  half  the 
convidts  they  have  been  allowed, 
and  want  no  further  affiffiance  from 
government. 

Jt  may  be  necelTary  to  grant  lands 
to  officers  and  folaiers,  who,  becom¬ 
ing  fettlers,  will  of  courfe  be  en¬ 
titled  to  every  indulgence  :  but  few 
of  the  officers  now  here  have  reaped 
any  good  advantage  from  being  al¬ 
lowed  convidts;  and  it  is  attended 
with  unavoidable  inconveniences, 
from  the  convidts  being  left  To 
much  to  themfelves,  and  from  their 
mixing  with  the  foldiers.  It  may* 
be  found  more  to  the  advantage  of 
the  crown,  and  the  officers  likewife, 
ii  officers,  on  duty  in  this  fettlement, 
were  allowed  a  certain  quantity  of 
grain  to  fupport  their  live  Hock, 
until  they  have  a  market  to  go  to  ; 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that,  in 
the  third  year  from  the  time  fettlers 
arrive,  there  will  be  a  market,  well 
fupplied  with  grain,  poultry,  hogs, 
and  goats,  of  all  which  there  has 
been  a  great  increafe,  but  killed 
from  wanting  corn  to  fupport  them  : 
and  the  natives  fo  frequently  fetting 
fire  to  the  country,  which  they  do  to 
catch  the  opoffium,  flying  fquirrel, 
and  other  animals,  has  prevented 
.  fwinefrom  being  turned  out,  as  was 
intended. 

If  this  plan,  of  diftributing  among 
the  fettlers,  thofe  convidts  who  are 
not  imn.eJiately  neceffiary  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  public  works,  is  ap¬ 
proved  of,  and  which  I  fuppofe  will, 
as  appearing  to  me  molt  likely  to 
render  this  fettlement  independent 
for  the  neceffiaries  of  life  in  the 
fhorteffi  time  poffible,  there  are  many 
regulations  which  will  of  courfe  take 
place. 

Number  III. 

Sydney  Cove,  April  i  r,  1790. 

The  quantity  of  flour'  brought 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by 

the 
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She  Sirius,  was  lefs  than  I  expe&ed  ;  affifl  thofe  who  remained,  and  the 
four  months  flour  only  for  the  fetle-  fifh  which  might  be  caught  in  the 
ment,  and  a  year’s  provifions  for  the  winter  would  go  the  further.  At 
jhip’s  company :  and  it  was  necef-  the  fame  time,  thofe  fent  to  Nor-  1 
fary  to  give  the  fhipavery  confider-  folk  Ifland  would  have  refources  in 
able  repair  before  the  could  be  fent  the  great  abundance  of  vegetables 
to  fea  again,  which  was  not  com-  raifed  there,  and  in  fifh  and  birds, 
pleted  before  the  middle  of  January  ;  which  this  fettlement  could  not  af-  : 
when  I  had  reafon  to  expert  fliips  ford  them  ;  and  it  was  my  intention 
from  Fngland  in  the  courfe  of  a  feu  to  have  fent  more  convicts  to  that  i 

■s-  nn  i  r*  1  *  ,ri  •  r»  i  •  <-a  ,  •  r  i  .  ,  .  •  ,« 


weeks.  The  fending  to  the  iflands  ifland,  if  there  had  not  been  this ! 


would  have  anfwered,  as  far  as  pro-  neceffity. 


curing  live  flock  to  bleed  from,  but 
which  was  not  immediately  wanted ; 
and  what  the  Sirius  could  have 
brought  for  theconfumption  of  fu  h 
a  number  of  people,  would  haye  been 


The  provifions  fent,  with  what 
was  on  the  ifland,  and  the  wheat 
and  Indian  corn  raifed  there,  more 
than  would  be  neceflary  for  feed, 
was  calculated  to  laft  full  as  long  as 


at  beft  but  a  imall  relief.  Lord  the  provifions  in  this  place ;  and  at 
Howe  Ifland  has  been  tried  feveral  Norfolk  Ifland,  from  the  richnefs  of 
times,  and  only  a  very  few  turtle  the  foil,  a  man  may  fupply  himfelf 
procured.  with  little  afliftance  from  the  ftore, 

The  goodnefs  of  the  foil  in  Nor-  after  the  timber  is  cleared  away, 
folk  Ifland,  and  the  induftry  of  thofe  As  J  wifhed  to  fend  an  officer  to 
employed  there,  rendered  that  ifland  England,  who  could  give  fuch  inform-! 
a  refource,  and  the  only  one  that  of-  ation  as  cannot  be  conveyed  by  letters,! 
fered,  when,  from  the  time  which  and  the  detachment  was  now  divid- 
bad  pafled  fince  my  letters  might  be  ed,  I  replaced  tjie  officer  who  was  fu* 
fuppofed  to  have  been  received  in  perintendant  and  commandant  at* 
England,  there  was  reafon  to  fup-  Norfolk  Ifland,  by  major  Rofs.  The 
pofe  fame  accident  had  happened  to.  officer  I  have  recalled  having  beer  j 
the  ftore  -fhips  fent  out.  thefe  two  years  on  the  ifland,  is  very! 

I  therefore  ordered  two  companies  capable  of  pointing  out  the  advan- 
of  marines  to  be  ready  to  embark  tages  which  may  be  expected  from 
with  a  number  of  convi&s  by  the  it  ;  and  1  think  ic  promifes  to  anl 
fifth  of  March,  if  no  fhip  arrived  Ever  very  fully  the  end  propofed  bjfi 
before  that  time  ;  and  a  proportion  making  the  fettlement.  It  will  be<j 
of  what  provifions  and  ftores  re-  place  of  fecurity  for  the  convi<fls| 
iriainedin  this  fettlement,  being  put  where  they  will  foon.  fupport  them-; 
on  board  the  Supply  and  Sirius,  fefves,  and  where  they  may  be  ad 
fixty-five  officers  and  men,  with  five  vantageoufly  employed  in  cultivating; 
women  and  children,  from  the  de-  the  flax  plant, 
tachment  and  civil  department,  one 
hundred  and  fixteen  male,  andflxty- 
feven  female  convicts,  with  twenty - 
feven  children,  embarked,  and  failed 
the  flxth  of  March, 

The  advantage  I  expected  by  fend¬ 
ing  away  fuch  a  number  of  people, 

Was  from  the  little  garden  ground 


Extract  from  inftnnflions  given  b]i 
governor  Phillip  to  the  lieu 
tenant-governor,  during  his  corn 
rhand  at  Norfolk  Ifland,  date1 ; 
March  2,  1790. 

You  will  caufe  the  convi&s  to  b 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  th 


they  would  leave,  and  which  would  land,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  appea 
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o  you  the  bed  calculated  to  render 
hat  lettlement  independent,  as  far 
is  refpedts  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
)aying  fuch  attention  to  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  flax  plant  as  your  fi- 
uation  will  admit  of,  and  which  is 
o  be  the  principal  objedt,  when  the 
leceffaries  of  liie  are  fecured  to  the 
'ettlers. 

As,  from  the  great  increafe  of 
:orn,  and  other  vegetable  food, 
tvhich  may  be  e  xpedited  from  a  comV 
tnon  induftry,  and  in  fo  fertile  a  foil, 
after  a  certain  quantity  of  ground  is 
cleared  and  in  cultivation,  as  well  as 
from  the  natural  increafe  of  fwine 
and  other  animals,  it  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pedient  that  all  the  convidls  fhould 
be  employed  in  attending  only  to 
the  objedt  of  provifions  ;  you  are  to 
c^ufe  the  greateft  polfible  number  of 
thefe  people  to  be  employed  in  culti¬ 
vating  and  drefiing  the  flax  plant, 
as  a  means  of  acquiring  cloathiag 
for  themfelves,  and  other  perfons, 
who  raaj  become  fettlers,  as  well 
as  for  a  variety  of  maritime  pur- 
pofes*  and  for  which  its  fuperior  ex¬ 
cellence  renders  it  a  defir  able  object 
in  Europe. 

You  will,  at  every  opportunity, 
tranfmit  to  me  all  fuch  remarks,  or 
obfervations,  as  you  may  make,  re- 
fpedling  the  nature  of  the  foil  on  the 
ifland  ;  and  point  out  fuch  means  as 
may  appear  to  you  the  moff  likely 
to  anfwer  the  views  of  government, 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  flax  plant, 
and  in  remdering  that  ifland  inde¬ 
pendent  for  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
and  for  the  order  and  government 
of  the  fettlers  thereon,  that  fuch  in¬ 
formation  may  from  me  be  tranfl- 
jipitted  to  his  majefty’s  minifters. 

| Copy  of  a  paper  delivered  by  lieu* 
j  tenant-governor  King,  dated  the 

loth  of  January  179  ,  containing 
ft  defeription  of  Norfolk  Ifland. 

u  :  <  -  >  vJ  s ;  U  '  I  « v  ;  •  «.  *  -  * 
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Norfolk  Ifland  is  fituated  in  the 
latitude  of  29  degrees,  omin.  fouth; 
and  in  thc  long-tilde  of  degrees, 

o  min.  eaft  ts  form  is  nearly  ob¬ 
long,  and  contains  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  thoufand  acres. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  hilly, 
and  f  >me  of  the  vallies  are  tolerably 
large  for  the  fize  of  the  ifland  ;  many 
or  the  hills  are  very  fteep,  an "l  feme 
few  fo  very  perpendicular  that  they 
cannot  be  .cultivated ;  but  where 
fuch  Actuations  are,  they  will  do  very 
well  for  fuel;  on  the  tops  of  the 
hills  are  fome  very  extenflve  flats. 

Mount  Pitt  is  the  only  remarks 
able  high  hill  in  the  ifland,  and  is 
about  one  hundred  apd  fifty  fat h  ms 
high.  The  cliffs  which  fur  round 
the  ifland  are  about  fortv  fathoms 
highland  perpendicular;  t  \e  bafis 
,of  the  ifland  is  a  hard  firm  clay. 
The  whole  ifland  is  covered  with  a 
thick  wood,  choaked  up  with  a  thick 
underwood. 

The  ifland  is  well  fupplied  with 
many  ftreams  of  very  fine  water  ; 
many  of  which  are  fuflicient  to  tura 
any  number  of  mills.  Thefe  fprings 
are  full  of  very  large  eels.  From 
the  coaft  to  the  fummit  of  Mount 
Pitt,,  is  a  continuation  of  the  richefl 
and  deepeft  foil  in  the  world,  which 
varies  from  a  rich  black  mould  tq  a 
fat  red  earth.  Wet  have  dug  down, 
forty  feet,  and  found  the  fame  foil!. 

The  air  is  very  wholefome,  and 
the  climate  may  be  called  a  very 
healthy  one ;  there  has  been  no 
fleknefs*  fince  I  firft  landed  on  the 
ifland. 

There  are  five  kinds  of  trees  on 
the  ifland  which  are  good  timber,, 
viz.  the  pine,  live  oak,  or  yellow' 
wood,  a  hard  black  wood,  and  a 
kind  of  beech.  The  pine  trees  are 
of  a  large  fize,  many  of  whichrftrd 
from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  In 

height. 
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height,  and  from  fix  to  nine  feet  in 
diameter.  Thofe  trees  which  are 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  in  height,  are,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  found  :  from  the  root  to  the 
lower  branches,  there  are  from 
eighty  to  ninety  feet  of  found  timber : 
the  reft  is  too  hard  and  knotty  for 
life.  It  fometimes  happens,  that, 
after  cutting  off  twenty  feet  from 
the  butt,  it  becomes  rotten  or  fhaky ; 
for  which  reafon  no  dependence 
can  be  put  in  it  for  large  mafts  or 
yards.  The  timber  of  the  pine  is 
very  ufeful  in  buildings,  and  is  plen¬ 
tiful  along  the  coafts.  Its  difperfed 
fituation  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
.ifland,  is  well  calculated  for  erect¬ 
ing  fuch  buildings  as  may  be  necef- 
fary.  From  what  I  have  feen  of 
this  wood,  I  think  it  is  very  durable  ; 
two  boats  have  been  built  of  it,  and 
have  anfwered  the  purpofe  fully. 

The  live  oak,  yellow  wood,  black 
wood,  and  beech,  are  all  of  a  clofe 
grain,  and  are  a  durable  wood. 

The  flax  plant  of  New  Zealand 
grows  fpontaneoufly  in  many  parts 
of  the  ifland,  but  moftlv  abounds  on 
the  fea-coaft,  where  there  is  a  very 
great  quantity  of  it.  The  leaves  of 
the  flax,  when  fully  grown,  are  fix 
feet  long,  and  fix  inches  wide.  Each 
plant  contains  feven  of  thofe  leaves. 
A  ftrong  woody  ftalk  arifes  from  the 
center,  which  bears  the  flowers.  It 
feeds  annually;  and  the  old  leaves 
are  forced  out  by  young  ones  every 
year.  Every  method  has  been  tried 
to  work  it ;  but  I  much  fear,  that, 
until  a  native  of  New  Zealand  can 
be  carried  to  Norfolk  Ifland,  the 
method  of  dreffing  that  valuable 
commodity  will  not  be  known  ;  and, 
could  that  be  obtained,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  Norfolk  Ifland  would  very 
loon  cloath  the  inhabitants  of  New 
South  Wales. 

There  are  a  great  quantity  of 
pigeons,  parrots,  hawks,  and  other 


fmaller  birds,  which  are  now  in  a 
wild  ftate. 

The  ground  is  much  infefted  with 
different  kinds  of  the  grub  worm, 
which  are  very  deftruCtive  to  the 
growth  of  vegetables.  They  are 
moftly  troublefome  about  thefpring. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  when  more 
ground  is  cleared  away,  this  evil 
will  ceafe. 

There  is  no  quadruped  on  the 
ifland,  except  the  rat,  which  is  much 
fmaller  than  the  Norway  rat.  Thefe 
vermin  were  very  troublefome  when 
firft  we  landed ;  but  at  prefent  there 
are  but  very  few. 

The  coafts  of  the  ifland  abound 
with  very  fine  fifh.  No  opportu¬ 
nities  were  ever  loft  of  fending  the  t 
boat  out,  which  enabled  us  to  make 
a  faving  of  two  pounds  of  meat  each 
man  a  week. 

The  coafts  of  the  ifland  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  fteep;  and,  excepting  at  Syd¬ 
ney,  Anfon,  Ball,  and  Cafcade  Bays,  : 
they  are  inacceflible,  being  fur- 
rounded  by  fteep  perpendicular  cliffs, 
arifing  from  the  fea.  Some  rocks  1 
are  fcattered  about  clofe  to  the  fliore. 

Sydney  Bay,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ifland,  is  where  the  fettlement  is 
made.  Landing  at  this  place  entire¬ 
ly  depends  on  the  wind  and  the 
weather.  I  have  feen  as  good 
landing  as  in  the  Thames  for  a  fort¬ 
night  of  three  weeks  together ;  and 
I  have  often  feen  it  impra&icable  to 
land  for  ten  or  twelve  days  fuccef-  l 
fively  ;  but  it  is  much  oftener  good 
landing  than  bad. 

Anfon’s  Bay  is  a  fmall  bav,  with  | 
a  fandy  beach,  where  landing  is  in 
general  good,  with  an  off-fhore 
wind,  and  moderate  weather;  but, 
as  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland 
are  fo  difficult  of  accefs  from  thence, 
no  fliips  boats  have  ever  landed  > 
there. 

Ball  Bay  is  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  j 
of  the  ifland;  the  beech  is  of  large | 

loop;  i 
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loofe  done.  When  landing  is  bad 
in  Sydney  Bay,  it  is  very  good  here  ; 
as  it  alfo  is  in  Cafcade  Bay,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland. 

During  the  winter  months,  -viz. 
from  April  to  Augud,  the  general 
winds  are  the  fouth  and  fouth-wed, 
with  heavy  gales  at  times.  In  the 
fummer,  the  fouth-ead  wind  .blows 
almoft  condantly. 

The  fpring  is  vilible  in  Augufl; 
f>ut  the  native  trees, /and  many  plants 
m  the  ifland,  are  in  a  conflant  date 
jf  flowering.  The  dimmer  is  warm, 
wd  fometimes  the  droughts  are  very 
jreat.  All  the  grain  and  European 
flants  feeded  in  December.  From 
February  to  Augud  may  be  called 
he  rainy  feafon  ;  not  that  I  think 
here  are  any  dated  times  for  rains 
n  thefe  months,  as  it  is  fometimes 
ery  fine  weather  for  a  fortnight 
}gether ;  but  when  the  rain  does 
ill,  it  is  in  torrents.  I  do  not  re- 
lember  above  three  claps  of  thunder 
uring  the  tjme  I  was  on  the  ifland. 
'he  winter  is  very  pleafant,  and  it 
ever  freezes. 

The  proper  time  for  lowing  wheat 
id  barley  is  from  May  to  Augud, 
id  is  got  in  in  December,  That 
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which  has  been  fowed,  has  produced 
twenty-five  fold,  and  I  think  the  in- 
creafg  may  be  greater.  Two  bufliels 
of  barley,  fowed  in  1789,  produced 
twenty-four  bufhels  of  a  found  full 
grain. 

The  Indian  corn  produces  well; 
and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  bed 
grain  to  cultivate  in  any  quantity, 
on  account  of  the  little  trouble  at¬ 
tending  its  growth  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  for  eating. 

The  Rio  Janeiro  fugar  cane  grows 
very  well,  and  is  thriving. 

Vines  and  oranges  are  very  thriv¬ 
ing  ;  of  the  former  there  will  be  a 
great  quantity  in  a  fewyears. 

Potatoes  thrive  remarkably  well, 
and  yield  a  very  great  increafe.  I 
think  two  crops  a  year  of  that  arti¬ 
cle  may  be  got  with  great  eafe. 

Every  kind  of  garden  vegetable 
thrives  well,  and  comes  to  great  per¬ 
fection. 

The  quantity  of  ground  cleared, 
and  in  cultivation,  belonging  to  the 
public,  was,  on  the  13th  of  March, 

1 790,  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty- 
two  acres ;  and  about  eighteen 
cleared  by  free  people  and  conviCVs 
for  their  gardens* 
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Dec.  7,  1790. 

£•  s’ 

d 

TT'OR  24,000  men,  including  4,800  riiaWnes 

1,248,000  0 

c 

Jp  Dec.  iv 

Expences  of  the  late  armament  — — 

1,565,000  0 

c 

May  16, 1791. 

Ordinary,  of  the  navy  — — - 

689,395 13 

A 

506,010  0 

c 

£.  4,008,40;,  15  4 


ARMlf. 


t>EC.  I3,  I79O. 

Expences  of  the  late  armament 
Provifions  for  the  troops  in  the  E.  and  W.  Indies,  ? 
in  confequence  thereof  —  — >  ) 

Feb.  8,  1791. 

For  17,01  3  men,  as  guards  and  garrifons 

Forces  in  the  plantations  - 

Differen  e  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifh  eftablifhments 
Troops  in  the  Eaft  Indies 


Recruiting  land  forces  and  c  ntingencies 
Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers 
General  and  ftaff  officers 


Allowance  to  the  pay -matter-general,  Szc.  See . 

v  Mar.  29. 

Reduced  officers  of  land  rorces  and  marines 
Ditto  of  independent  companies  — 

Ditto  horfe- guards 


Ditto  officers  of  Brititti  American  forces 
Allowances  to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  ditto 
Officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  btates-general 
Wi,  ows  penfions  —  — 

Chelfea  penfioners  — -  — 

Scotch  roads  and  bridges  <■  -  ■  — 

Heffian  fubfidy  - — —  - 

Extraordinaries  ■■■  - 


£• 


64,pOO 


S»  & 

o  < 


41,000  o  < 


570,499  II 
329,544  10 
8,487  10 

64,500 

15* 551 

6,409 
63,276 


12 

o 


i< 


14 

8 


May  16. 

Augmentation  of  a  corps  of  foot  in  New  South  Wales 


i;;,287 

10,000 

21  Z 

55,092 

4*9°7 

9,710 

I74,i67  4 

5*9 1 1  4 
3*i°93  J5 
335*234  18 


5 

o 

H 

10 

10 
10  1 

4 


R 


2,754  5 


i?967*237  *5 

~Q& 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


0*7i 


ORDNANCE. 

Dec.  13,  iy^o. 


Expences  of  the  late  armament 

Feb.  8,  r-91. 

Ordnance,  previous  to  Dec.  31,  1783,  not  provided  for 

Ditto,  land  fervice  not  provided  for  in  1789  _ 

Ditto,  fea  fervice,  ditto  __ _ _ 

Bitto,  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1790 
ittofor  1791  - —  _ , 


£• 

151,000 


s . 
o 


3>857  5 

30,613  19 

25,278  12 
2,159  4 

381,769  18 


militia, 

Pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia  - 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
Dec.  7,  1790. 

For  paying  off  exchequer  bills 

April  18,  1791 

American  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers 

.  April  19* 

For  paying  off  exchequer  bills  _ 

Catwater  harbour  - - 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia 
Ditto  of  New  Brunfwick  — — 

Ditto  of  St.  John’s  ifland  .  — 

Ditto  of  Cape  Breton  —  .  . 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland  — 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  iflands 


3,5-00,000 

324,124 

3,000,000 


Chief  juftice  of  the  Bermuda  iflands  — . 

Ditto  of  Dominica  - —  - 

Civil  eftabliihment  of  New  South  Wales 

April  21. 

Somerfet  houfe  —  n  ,  - - - 

May  12. 

rrofecution  of  offenders  againfl  the  coin  laws 

Extraordinary  expences  of  the  mint  - — 

African  forts  — — . 

.  May  19. 

To  the  prince  of  Wales,  to  difcharge  a  debt  for  Rone- 

mafons  work  _ —  —  -  - 

To  Mr.  Cotton  for  American  fufferers  - - 

Ditto  to  pay  fees  for  receipts  of  money  for  compenfation 

to  the  loyalifts  of  Georgia  - 

3itto  to  pay  bills  of  exchange,  See.  — . — 

Purchafe  ol  hemp  feed  for  Canada  — — * 

Arrears  of  contingencies  due  from  the  auditors  office 

^fovifions  for  New  South  Wales  _ _ 

Convi&s  on  the  Thames  _ - 

Ditto  at  Plymouth 


J+ 

o 

1 

1 

o 

5 

3 


594,678  18  10 


95,311  o  o 


o  o 
6  1 

O  Q 


2,000 

6,376 

0 

0 

>7 

6 

4,40° 

0 

0 

1,840 

0 

0 

2^100 

0 

0 

1,182 

10 

0 

4,180 

0 

0 

580 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

4  >7S3 

6 

3} 

25,000 

0 

0 

1,5% 

0 

3 

12,016 

18 

7r 

13,000 

0 

0 

3>5°° 

0 

0 

3 1 ,000 

0 

0 

1,271 

17 

0 

775 

18 

H 

7  66  16 

6 

4? 2  37 

4 

1 

29,613 

1 

8 

4^716 

10 

7 

10,849 

1  6 

Addrefs 

(*28) 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


Addrefs  money 


Expences  of  Mr.  Haftings’s  profecution 
Secretary  of  commifiioners  for  regulating  the  fhipping  of 
flaves  — - —  - 


£.  s\  di 

67,948  12  IO 

l*hlS3  3  9 


Board  of  land  revenue 


Secretary  of  commifiioners  for  the  American  Ioyalifts 
Arreas  of  the  falary  of  Mr.  Johnfton,  formerly  governor 
of  North  Carolina 


500  o 
4,000  o 
3,600  o 


o 

o 

o 


Commifiioners  of  American  loyalifts 
Ditto  of  £aft  Florida  fufferers 


May  21. 

For  money  ifliied  out  of  the  civil  lift  for  the  duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence 


2,018  19 
24,000  o 
5,IOQ  o 


2 

o 

o 


To  difcharge  the  annuity  due  to  the  late  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland 


34*210'$  o 


A  claim  of  the  Tons  of  the  late  Bey  of  Algiers 


1,546  7  10 

6,762  19  o 


r.  7,191,294  16  41- 


Deficiency  of  grants  for  1790 


DEFICIENCY. 

Apr  ix,  19. 


207,728  3  x 


Navv 

j 

Army 

Ordnance 

Militia 


Mifcellaneous  fervices 
Deficiency  - 


4,008,405  13 

L967>237 

594,678  18  10 

95, 3U  o  6 
7,191,294  16  4f 
207,728  3  1 


14,064,656  6  gi 


Land  tax 


Exchequer  bills 


Ways  and  Means. 
Dec.  9,  1790. 

Dec.  16. 


2,000,000  o  © 


Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  on  April  5, 
Malt  duty  - 


April  18,  1791. 
Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  on  April  5, 

April  19. 

Part  of  intereft  on  foreign  fecret-fervice  money 

May  17. 

To  be  lent,  without  intereft,  by  the  bank 

May  19. 

Surplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  — — . 

Profit  in  50,000  lottery  tickets  at  1 61.  2s.  6d« 


1,833,000  o  o 
1,300,000  o  o 
750,000  o  o 


303,221  9  © 

4,026  6  Q 

500,000  o  b 


2,375,00°  o  o 
306,250  o  cl 


Exchequer  bills  - -  - 

Surplus  of  hemp  and  flax  bounty  money 


Excels  of  Ways  and  MeanS 


E  R  & 

5,500,000 

10,137 

14,881,634 

14,064,656 

£•  816,978 


(129) 

o  o 
4  o 

>9  o| 
6  9* 

t 2  3 


Principal  Public  APIs  faffed  in  the  fiirfi 
SeJJion  of  the  fiventeenth  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain . 

Dec*  29,  179c. 

Land  tax  ad. 

Malt  duty  aft. 

Ad  for  an  additional  duty  on 
lalt. 

Man  23,  179 1 • 

Mutiny  aft. 

Marine  mutiny  ad. 

April  11, 

Ad  for  an  additional  duty  on 
!gar; 

Militia  pay  and  cloathing  bill. 
June  6. 

A61  to  fettle  an  annuity  on  the 
uke  of  Clarence, 

.Ad  for  new  duties  on  receipts, 
ills  of  exchange,  &c. 

Ad  for  new  duties  on  game  cer- 
iicates.  6 

Ad  to  grant  a  compenfation  to 
ie  officers  of  the  wine  licence  office, 
,r  the  lofs  of  their  offices. 

Ad  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
k  crapes  and  tiffanies  of  Italy. 

Ad  for  new  duties  on  tanned 
>at  and  (beep  ikins. 

Ad  to  allow  the  importation  of 
J79i< 


feal  fkirfs,  cdred  with  foreign  fait, 
for  a  limitted  time,  free  of  duty. 

Ad  to  indemnify  all  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  carrying  into  execution  an 
order  of  council,  refpeding  the  im¬ 
portation  of  falt-petre,  &c. 

Ad  to  amend  an  ad  28  Geo.  III. 
for  regulating  the  trade  between  the 
Britifh  colonies  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Ad  for  the  bettef  regulation  and 
government  of  feamen  employed  in 
the  coaffing  trade. 

Ad  for  eftablifhing  a  court  of 
civil  judicature  in  Newfoundland. 

Ad  fdr  allowing  a  farther  bounty 
On  pilchards. 

Ad  to  render  pfcrfons  guilfy  of 
petty  larceny  competent  witneffes. 

Ad  refpeding  the  powers  of  the 
governor  general  of  Bengal. 

9 

June  10. 

Ad  for  regulating  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  cor n. 

Ad  to  make  farther  provifions 
fof  the  government  of  the  province 
of  Quebec. 

Ad  to  relieve  Roman  catholics 
from  certain  penalties  and  d labi¬ 
lities. 

Ad  to  amend  the  ad  regulating 
the  fhipping  of  fhves. 

Ad  to  proted  the  oyfier  fiflierieS. 

Ad  for  the  better  regulation  of 
gaols. 
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BIOGRAPH  ICAL 


ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS. 


MEMOIRS  of  TYCHO  BRAHE. 

[From  the  third  Volume  of  Coxe’s  Travels  into  Poland,  Russia, 

Sweden  and  Denmark.] 


«rT^Ycho  Brahe,  defcended  from 

J|  a  noble  and  illuftrious  Danifh 
family,  was  boril  in  r  ^  46  at  Knud- 
ftorp,  a  fmall  lordfhip  near  Hel- 
fingborg  in  Scania.  His  father, 
Otto  Brahe,  having  a  large  family, 
Tvcho  was  educated  under  the  care 
and  at  the  expence  of  his  unde 
George  Brahe,  who,  having  no 
children,  adopted  him  as  his  heir. 
Finding  his  nephew  a  boy  of  lively 
capacity,  and  though  only  feven 
years  of  age  ftrongly  inclined  to 
ftudy,  he  had  Tycho  inftru&ed  in 
the  Latin  tongue  unknown  to  his 
father,  who  confidered  literature  as 
inglorious,  and  was  defirous  that 
all  his  fons  fliould  follow  the  profel- 
fion  of  arms. 

«  In  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age, 
Tycho  was  removed  to  the  academy 
of  Copenhagen ;  and  his  mind, 
which  had  not  yet  taken  any  direc¬ 
tion,  wascafually  incited  to  the  ffudy 
of  aftronomy  by  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  which  happened  on  the  21ft  of 
Auguft,  1560.  He  had  for  fome 
time  examined  the  aftrological  dia¬ 
ries  or  almanacks,  which  pretended 
to  predidt  future  events  from  the  in- 
fpedtion  of  the  Oars  ;  but  when  he 
obferved  that  the  eclipfe  happened 
at  the  precife  time  at  which  it  was 
foretold,  his  admiration  was  loft  in 


aftonifhment  ;  and  he  confidered 
that  fcience  as  divine,  which  could 
thus  fo  thoroughly  underftand  the 
motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  as 
to  foretel  their  places  and  relative 
pofttions.  From  that  moment  he 
devoted  himfelf  to  aftronomy. 

“  In  1562  he  was  fent  to  Leipftc 
for  the  purpofe  of  ftudying  civil 
law  ;  but  he  gave  to  the  law  only 
thofe  hours  which  his  tutor’s  im¬ 
portunity  wrefted  from  him,  devot¬ 
ing  the  greateft  part  of  his  time  to 
his  favourite  fcience ;  and  as  his  tutor 
continually  remonftrated  againft 
thofe  ftudies  which  took  off  his  at¬ 
tention  from  the  law,  to  which  he 
was  deftined  by  his  uncle,  he  con¬ 
ceived  an  unconquerable  difguft  for 
that  profeflion,  and  more  afiiduouf- 
ly,  though  fecretly,  continued  his 
aftronomical  purfuits.  For  this 
purpofe  he  laid  out  all  the  money 
which  his  uncle  allowed  him^  for 
pocket  expences  in  the  purchafe  of 
aftronomical  books:  having  obtain¬ 
ed  a  fmall  celeftial  globe,  he  took 
the  opportunity,  while  his  preceptor 
was  in  bed,  of  examining  the  hea¬ 
venly  bodies,  and  before  a  month 
had  elapfed,  he  made  himfelf  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  ftars  which  at 
that  time  appeared  above  the  horizon. 

Infpired  with  the  fame  ardent 

A  z  zeal 


[43  MEMOIRS  of 

zeal  in  purfuit  of  his  favourite 
fcience,  he  learned  geometry  and 
mathematics  without  a  mailer,  and 
invented  a  radius,  and  feveral  ma¬ 
thematical  inftruments. 

“  Having  palled  three  years  at 
Leipfic,  he  was  preparing  to  purfue 
his  travels  though  Germany  ;  but 
the  death  of  his  uncle  obliged  him 
to  return  to  his  native  country,  in 
order  to  fuperintend  and  fettle 
his  eftates,  which  he  largely  inhe¬ 
rited.  InRead  of  finding  himfelf 
encouraged  and  effeemed  for  the 
wonderful  progrefs,  which  at  his 
.  early  age  he  had  made  in  the  fcience 
of  aftronomy  and  its  concomitant 
Rudies,  he  was  mortified  at  being 

O 

treated  with  contempt  by  his  rela¬ 
tions  and  acquaintance  for  following 
a  fcience  which  they  confidered  as 
degrading,  and  who  reproached  him 
for.  not  purfuiug  what  they  called 
the  more  noble  Rudy  of  the  law. 
DifguRed  at  their  behaviour  he  fet¬ 
tled  his  affairs,  and  haRened  his 
departure  from  a  country  wherein 
he  met  with  repeated  mortifications, 
and  before  a  year  had  elapfed  fet 
out  upon  his  travels.  He  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Wittenberg,  and  afterwards  to 
RoRoe,  where  an  accident  happen¬ 
ed  which  had  nearly  occafioned  his 
death. 

“  Being  invited  to  a  wedding 
feaR,  he  had  a  difpute  with  a  Danifli 
nobleman  relative  to  fome  fubjeft 
in  mathematics  ;  and  as  they  were 
both  of  choleric  difpofitions,  the 
difpute  ended  in  a  duel.  In  the  con¬ 
flict  part  of  Tycho’s  nofe  was  cut  off. 
In  order  to  remedy  this  defed, 
Tycho  contrived  a  fuppofititious 
nofe  made  of  gold  and  River,  which 
he  faRened  by  means  of  a  glue,  fo 
artfully  formed,  it  is  faid,  as  to  bear 
the  appearance  of  the  real  mem¬ 
ber,  and  to  deceive  many  who  were 
not  acquainted  with  his  loft. 
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# "  From  RoRoc  Tycho  continued 
his  travels,  and  profecuted  his  Ru¬ 
dies  in  the  principal  towns  of  Germa¬ 
ny  andltaly,and  particularly  atAuf- 
burgh,  were  he  formed  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  celebrated  Peter" 
Ramus,  Invented  and  improved  va¬ 
rious  mathematical  inRruments,  fu- 
perintended  the  building  of  an  ob-  * 
fervatory  at  the  expence  of  the  bur- 
gomaRer  Paul  Hainzell,  after  a  plan 
communicated  by  himfelf,  and  form¬ 
ed  a  feries  of  aRronomical  obfer- 
vations  and  difeoveries,  which  af- 
toniRied  and  furpaffied  all  who  had 
hitherto  been  conRdered  as  the 
greateR  proficients  in  that  fcience. 

“  On  his  return  to  Copenhagen, 
in  1570,  he  was  foon  difguRed  with 
the  neceffity  of  going  to  court ;  and, 
importuned  with  innumerable  vi*» 
fits  and  interruptions  of  his  Rudies, 
he  removed  to  Herritzvold,  near 
KnudRorp,  the  feat  of  his  maternal 
uncle,  Steno  Bille,  who  alone  of 
all  his  relations  encouraged  him 
to  prefevere  in  his  aRronomical 
labours.  Steno  configned  to  his 
nephew  a  commodious  apartment, 
and  a  convenient  place  for  the 
conRruftion  of  his  obfervatorv  and 
laboratory. 

u  During  his  refidence  with  hi$ 
uncle,  Tycho,  befides  his  aRrono¬ 
mical  researches,  feems  to  have 
followed  with  no  lefs  zeal  the  Rudy 
of  chymiRry,  or  rather  of  alchymy, 
from  the  chimerical  view  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  philofopher’s  Rone,  that 
he  might  amafs  fufficient  riches  to 
fettle  in  fome  foreign  country, 
where  he  might  not  be  under  the  ‘ 
neceffity  of  appearing  at  court, 
or  having  his  Rudies  interrupted 
by  receiving  and  paying  vifits. 

But  neither  his  philofophy,  or 
the  unwearied  zeal  with  which  he 
profecuted  his  Rudies,  could  ex¬ 
empt  him  from  the  paffion  of  love. 

Being 
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Being  a  great  admirer  of  the  fair  “  Offended  with  his  rela  iom’ 
fex,  he  conceived  a  violent  inclina-  and  difgufted  with  his  countrymen5 
tion  foi  Chriftina,  a  beautiful  coun-  he  had  long  determined  to  cjuit 
try  girl,  the  daughter  of  a  neigh-  Denmark,  and  [to  fettle  abroad  ; 
bouring  peafant,  and  alienated  his  and  after  travelling  through  Ger- 
family  by  marrying  a  perfon  of  fuch  many  and  Italy,  lie  at  length  fixed 
lovv  extraction.  .  Love  is  ever  in-  upon  Bali! ;  to  the  choice  of  which 
gemous  in  deviling  excufes.  Our  place  he  was  influenced  bv  the 
pmlofopher  juffified  the  choice  of  wholefomenefs  of  the  air,  the  cheap¬ 
ens  heart,  and  gave  many  whim-  nefs  of  the  living,  and  the  cele- 
ical  reafons  for  preferring  a  wo-  brity  of  the  univerfity ;  and  from 
nan  of  low  birth.  He  dreaded  a  whence  he  might  hold  a  regular 
vife  who  fhould  be  under  the  necef-  and  eafy  correfpondence  with  the 
ity  of  living  at  court,  a  life  to  him  alfronomers  of  France,  Germany 
he  moft  deteffable ;  he  therefore  and  Italy. 

^referred  one  whofe  fituation  ne-  “  On  his  return  to  Denmark  he 
:effarily  precluded  her  from  what  was  preparing  with  the  utmoft  fe¬ 
te  (files  a  painful  honour,  who,  crecy  to  tranfport  his  library  and 
Hateful  to  her  benefactor,  would  aftronomical apparatus,  but  was  pre- 
)e  dependent  on  himfelf  alone,  vented  carrying  his  defign  into  exe- 
vould  be  happy  to  accompany  him  cution  by  an  unexpected  fummons 
n  his  tiavels,  would  contider  a  fub-  from  the  king.  Frederic,  b e i ri c 
erviency  to  his  inclinations  as  a  fecretly  apprifed  of  his  intentions, 
uty,  and  would  not  object  to  his  was  unwilling  that  Denmark  fhould 
ontinued  application.  Whatever  be  deprived  of  io  great  an  orna- 
ffectthefe  reafons  might  have  in  ment,  kindly  embraced  him,  offered 
aducing  om  philofopher  to  marry,  his  protection  and  encouragement, 
et  it  may  be  imagined  they  had  prefented  him  with  the  illand  of 
one  on  a  proud  family,  who  con-  Huen  as  a  proper  retirement,  and 
eived  themfelves  difgraced  by  Ty-  promifed  to  erect,  at  his  expence, 
los  mil-alliance,  arid  refuted  to  whatever  buildings  and  apparatus 
old  any  pntercourfe  with  him,  un-  fhould  be  found  neceffarv  for  his 
1  Frederic  the  Second  commanded  aftronomical  purfuits.  He  fettled 
iem  to  be  reconciled.  Tycho  upon  him  a  penfion  of  1000  crowns 
=ver  feerris  to  have  repented  of  a  year,  and  gave  him  a  canonry  of 
s  choice;  but  ever  found  in  his  Rofchild  worth  not  lefs  than  zcoo 
doved  Chriftina  a  grateful  com-  crowns. 

mion  and  an  obedient  wife.  “  Tycho,  aftonifhed  and  tranf. 

About  this  period  of  his  life  he  ported  at  this  inftance  of  his  fove- 
appeared  as  a  public  teacher,  reign’s  liberality,  did  not  hefitate  ' 
d  read  lectures  on  aftronomy  at  accepting  the  king’s  offer!  He  im- 
e  exprefs  defire  of  the  king.  He  mediately  repaired  to  the  ifle  of 
plained  the  theory  of  the  planets,  Fluen,  and  on  the  eighth  of  An¬ 
ti  preceded  his  explanation  by  a  guff,  1^76,  was  prefent  at  the  lav- 
[Y  jearned  oration  concerning  ihg  of  the  firft  ftone  of  a  magnificent 
;  hiftory  and  excellency  of  aftro-  houfe,  which  he  afterwards  called 
'uy  and  its  fifter-fciences,  with  Uranienburgh,  or  the  Caftle  of  the 
ne  remarks  in  favour  of  judicial  Heavens. 

l°ipgy,  a  ftudy  as  congenial  to  “  This  caftle  was  a  fquare  build- 

times  as  to  the  inclinations  of  ing  of  flxty  feet,  containing,  a  large 

r  pmlofopher,  fuit  of  apartments,  an  obfervatory, 
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and  a  fubterraneous  laboratory ; 
and  although  the  king  fupplied 
100,000  rix-dollars,  Tycho  Brahe 
did  not  expend  lefs  than  the  fame 
fum.  He  afterwards  conftrudted  a 
detached  building,  which  he  called 
Stiernberg,  or  the  Mountain  of  the 
Stars.  » 

44  In  this  retreatTycho  Brahe  paf- 
fed  twenty  years,  and  greatly  im¬ 
proved  the  fcience  of  agronomy  by 
the  diligence  and  exadlnefs  of  his 
obfervations.  He  maintained  fe¬ 
deral  fcholars  in  his  houfe  for  the 
purpofe  of  inftrudting  them  in 
geometry  and  aftron  >my,  fome  of 
whom  were  fent  and  their  expences 
defrayed  by  the  king  ;  others,  who 
voluntarily  offered  themfelves,  he 
received  and  fupported  at  his  own 
expence. 

44  He  did  not,  however,  pafs  the 
life  of  an  anchorite  or  a  reclufe ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  lived  in  a  mo  ft 
fumptuous  manner,  kept  an  open 
houfe  with  unbounded  hofpitality, 
was  always  happy  to  entertain  and 
receive  all  perfons,  who  flocked  in 
crowds  to  viiit  the  iftand,  and  to 
pay  their  refpedts  to  a  perfon  of  his 
renown. 

44  During  his  refidence  in  the 
ifland  of  Huen,  he  received  nu¬ 
merous  vifits  from  perfons  of  the 
higheft  rank.  Among  thefe  muft 
be  particularly  mentioned  Ulric 
duke  of  Meckienburgh,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  daughter  Sophia 
queen  of  Denmark ;  William,  land¬ 
grave  of  Heffe  Caftel,  whofe  cor- 
refpondence  with  Brahe  on  aftro- 
nomical  fubjedts  has  been  given  to 
the  public,  and  who  had  fliewn 
himfelf  a  conftant  patron  to  the 
Danifti  aftronomer.  ^ 

“In  1590  Tycho  was  honoured 
with  a  yiftt  from  James  the  Firft, 
then  king  of  Scotland,  when  that 
monarch  repaired  to  the  court  of 
Copenhagen  to  conclude  his  mar¬ 


riage  with  the  princefs  Anne,  and 
was  fo  delighted  with  Brahe’s  ap¬ 
paratus  and  converfation,  that  he 
remained  eight  days  at  Uranien- 
burgh.  On  retiring  he  prefented 
Tycho  with  a  magnificent  prefent, 
and  afterwards  accompanied  his 
royal  licence  for  the  publication 
of  Tycho  Brahe’s  works  with  the 
following  flattering  teftimony  of 
his  abilities  and  learning  :  44  Nor 
44  am  I  acquainted  with  thefe  things 
44  from  the  relation  of  others,  or 
44  from  a  mere  perufal  of  your 
44  works,  Dut  I  have  feen  them  with 
44  my  own  eyes,  and  heard  them 
44  with  my  own  ears,  in  your  re- 
44  fidence  at  Uranienburg,  during 
44  the  various  learned  and  agreeable 
44  converfations  which  I  there  held 
44  with  you,  which  even  now  af- 
44  fed!  my  mind  to  fuch  a  degree, 
44  that  it  is  difficult  to  decide,  whe-; 
44  ther  I  recoiled!  them  with  greater 
44  pleafure  or  admiration ;  which 
4fe  I  now  willingly  teftify  by  this* 
44  licence  to  prefent  and  future  ge- 

nerations,  &c.” 

44  His  majefty  alfo,  at  his  particu- 5 
lar  requeft,  compofed,  in  honour  i 
of  tlie  Danifh  aftronomer,  foinc? 
Latin  verfes,  more  expreffive  in¬ 
deed  of  his  efteem  and  admiration 
than  remarkable  for  claffic  ele¬ 
gance. 

44  In  1592  he  was  honoured  with! 
a  viftt  from  his  own  fovereignJ 
Chriftian  the  Fourth,  then  in  the. 
fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  whci 
continued  fome  days  at  Uranien-  ?■ 
burgh.  That  promifing  youn^l 
prince  ftiewed  great  curiofity  ir - 
examining  the  aftronomical  ant 
chymical  apparatus,  exprefled  th(  | 
higheft  fatisfadtion  in  receiving  exjj 
planations  and  inftrudtions,  propof  i 
ed  various  queftions  on  fevera;  j 
points  of  mathematics  and  mecha  ; 
nics,  to  which  his  majefty  was  at* 
tachedj  and  particularly  on  th< 
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principles  of  fortification,  and  the 
conBruCtion  of  Blips.  He  was  alfo 
highly  delighted  with  a  gilt  tin 
globe  which  reprefented  the  face  of 
the  heavens,  and  fo  contrived,  that, 
being  turned  on  its  own  axis,  it 
lhewed  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the 
fun,  the  motions  of  the  planets 
and  heavenly  bodies ;  a  wonderful 
contrivance  for  that  age.  Tycho, 
obferving  the  delight  which  the 
young  king  lhewed  in  obferving 
thefe  phenomena,  prefented  it  to 
his  majeBy.  The  king  gracioufly 
accepted  it,  gave  him  in  return  a 
gold  chain,  and  allured  him  of 
bis  unalterable  protection  and  at¬ 
tachment. 

“  Notwithstanding  however  thefe 
alTu ranees,  the  king’s  youth  was 
tvoiked  upon  by  thofe  courtiers 
vho  were  envious  of  Tycho  Brahe’s 
nerit,  or  who  had  been  offended 
)y  the  violence  of  his  temper,  and 
he  feverity  of  his  fatire,  and  under 
[arious  pretences  prevailed  upon 
-hriftian  to  deprive  him  of  his 
>enfion,  and  the  canonry  of  Rof~ 
did. 

.u  Tycho  Brahe  being  thus  de- 
|>iived  of  the  means  to  fupport  the 
>veat  expences  of  his  eftablilhment 
t  Uranienburgh,  quitted  with 
hagrin  his  favourite  refidence,  and 
epaired  to  his  houfe  at  Copen- 
lageq,  where  he  waited  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  retire  from  his  na- 
*ve  country.  Having  tranfported 
'om  Uranienburgh  all  the  infiru- 
lents  and  apparatus  wjiich  could 
P  removed,  he  quitted  Copenhagen, 
cnbarked  with  his  wife  and  family, 
mded  at  Roftock,  and  remained 
year  at  W anlbeck  with  his  learned 
tend  Henry  Rantzau. 

“  Having  dedicated  a  treatife  on 
tronomy  to  the  emperor  Rho- 
0  ph  the  Second,  who  was  ex- 
emely  addicted  to  aftronomy,  chy- 
■  rY>  and  judicial  aftrology,  he 
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at  length  received  a  very  flattering 
invitation  from  that  monarch,  which 
he  accepted  without,  hefitation,  and 
repaired  to  Prague  in  1599.  The 
emperor  received  him  in  the  kindeB 
and  molt  honourable  manner,  built 
for  him  an  obfervatory  and  elabora- 
tory, fettled  on  him  an  ample’penfion, 
and  ti  eated  him  with  the  higheB 
marks  of  deference  and  relpeCt. 

“  In  the  fervice  of  Rhodolph  he 
pafled  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
but  did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  his 
protection.  He  had  enjoyed  a  good 
Hate  of  health  till  the  year  previous 
to  his  death,  when  his  conBitution, 
fomewhat  weakened  by  the  intenfe- 
nefs  of  his  application,  was  Bill 
farther  lhattered  by  the  chagrin  oc- 
cafioned  by  his  removal  from  Ura¬ 
nienburgh.  _  At  that  period  he  be¬ 
gan  to  experience  fymptoms  of  com- 
plaints.  which  announced  his  ap¬ 
proaching  difloliition,  but  which  he 
concealed  as  much  as  polfible  from 
his  friends.  He  was  reduced  how¬ 
ever  to  fo  lpw  a  Bate  as  to  be  affeCt- 
ed  with  the  moB  trifling  circu  na¬ 
il  ances,  which  he  conlidered  as  pro- 
digies,  and  would  frequently  inter¬ 
rupt  his  fallies  of  wit  with  Bidden 
reflections  on  death. 

“  The  immediate  caufe  of  his 
deceafe  was  a  Brangury,  which 
being  attended  with  the  moB  ex¬ 
cruciating  torments,  brought  on  a 
violent  fever,  and  a  temporary  de¬ 
lirium  ;  in  the  midB  of  which  he 
was  heard  repeatedly  to  cry  out, 

“  fruftra  vixifle  videar.”  His 
delirium  at  length  fubfiding  he  be¬ 
came  calm  and  compofed,  and  per¬ 
fectly  fenfible.  Being  extremely  de¬ 
bilitated  by  the  violence  of  his  dif- 
order,  he  perceived  that  he  had  not 
many  hours  to  live.  Accordingly  he 
gave  orders  with  the  utmoB&cool- 
nefs  and  refignation ;  even  amufed 
himfelf  with  compofing  an  extem¬ 
pore  copy  of  verles ;  lung  various 
4  4  hymns ; 
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hymns ;  offered  up  prayers  and  fup* 
plications  to  the  Supreme  Being  ; 
recommended  to  his  family  and 
friends  piety  and  refignation  to  the 
divine  will ;  exhorted  his  pupils  to 
prefevere  in  their  Rudies  ;  and  con¬ 
vened  with  Kepler  on  the  moft:  ab- 
ftrufe  parts  of  aftronomy.  Thus, 
amidft  prayers,  exhortations,  and  li¬ 
terary  converfation,  he  expired  fo 
peaceably,  that  he  was  neither  heard 
nor  feen,  by  any  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent,  to  breathe  his  I'affc.  He 
died  in  QCtober  1601,  in  the  fifty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age. 

“  It  is  remarkable,  that  fo  fenfi- 
ble  a  man,  and  fo  accurate  an  ob- 
ferver  as  Tycho  Brahe,  fhould  be  fo 
infeCted  with  the  rage  of  fyftem- 
making  as  to  rejeCt  the  fimple  and 
beautiful  fyfiem  of  Copernicus,  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  moft  incontrovertible 
proofs,  and  to  endeavour  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  bfurdities  of  the  Ptolemaic 
fyfiem.  Pie  was  indeed,  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  not  to  be  fenfible 
that  the  fun  was  the  centre  of  the 
fyfiem;  and  though  he  was  firuck 
with  the  fimplicity  and  harmony  of 
the  Pythagorean  fyfiem,  which  Co¬ 
pernicus  had  lately  revived,  yet  out 
of  refpeCf,  it  is  fa  id,  for  feveral  paf- 
fages  in  fcripture,  he  abfurdly  en» 
deavoured  to  reconcile  (what  were 
never  intended  to  be  reconciled 
his  learning  with  his  faith  :  he  re¬ 
jected  the  diurnal  rotation  of  the 
earth  on  its  own  axis  ;  fuppofed  that 
the  earth  was  quiefcent;  that  the 
fun,  with  all  the  planets,  was  car¬ 
ried  about  the  earth  in  the  fpace  of 
a  year ;  and  that  the  planets,  by 
their  proper  motions,  revolved  round 
the  fun  in  their  feveral  periods  ; 
thus  retaining  the  moft  abfurd  part 
pf  the  Ptolemaic  hypothefis,  which 
makes  the  whole  planetarv  fvftem 
yevolve  round  the  earth  in  the  fpace 
pf  ev^ry  twenty-four  hours. 


“  Tycho,  indeed,  \yas  fo  bigot- 
ted  to  his  own  hypothefis,  and  fiiew- 
ed,  even  in  his  laft  moments,  fuch 
an  attachment  to  his  own  fyfiem, 
as  to  defire  his  favourite  fcholar,  the 
great  Kepler,  to  follow  his  fyfiem 
rather  than  that  of  Copernicus. 

“  If  we  were  to  eftimate  the  me¬ 
rits  of  Tycho  Brahe  as  an  aftrono- 
mer,  we  fhould  compare  the  fcience 
as  he  left  it  with  the  Rate  in  which 
he  found  it.  His  great  merit  con- 
lifted  in  his  inventions  and  improve¬ 
ments  of  mathematical  inftruments, 
and  in  the  diligence  and  exaCtnefs 
with  which  he  made  aftronomical 
obfervations  for  a  long  feries  of 
years.  And  as  his  inftruments  were 
remarkably  good,  he  compofed  a 
catalogue  of  777  fixed  ftars,  all  ob- 
ferved  by  himfelf,  with  an  accuracy 
unknown  to  former  aftronomers. 
He  likewife  difcovered  the  refrac¬ 
tion  of  the  air  ;  demonftrated,  a- 
gainft  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
thofe  times,  that  the  comets  were 
higher  than  the  moon ;  and  from  j 
his  obfervations  on  the  moon  and 
the  other  planets,  the  theories  of 
their  motions  were  afterwards  cor¬ 
rected  and  improved.  He  was  alio 
the  firfi  aftronomer  who  compofed  a 
table  of  refractions,  and  (hewed  the 
life  to  be  made  of  them  in  aftrono¬ 
my.  Such  is  the  reputation  of  Ty¬ 
cho  Brahe,  for  his  great  proficiency 
in  that  fcience,  that  Coftard,  in  his; 
Hiftory  of  Aftronomy,  has  fixed  up-  j 
on  his  name  as  marking  the  begim 
ning  of  a  new  period. 

“  He  feerns  to  have  embraced  a 
large  circle  of  the  arts  and  fciences. ! 
He  cultivated  poetry,  and  wrote  La-] 
tin  verfes,  not  without  fome  degree  , 
of  claific  elegance.  He  drew  the  plan  ■ 
for  building  the  caftle  of  Cronborgd 
and  fketched  the  defign  for  the  no- 1 
ble  maufoleum  of  Federic  the  Se¬ 
cond,  which  was  executed  in  Italy..L 
and  is  ereCted  in,  the  cathedral  ou 
u  1  '  ‘  ‘  '  ■*  Rolls  iidJ 
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folkild.  He  dabbled  alfo  in  phy- 
ic.  He  was  fond  of  being  confult- 
d,  and  readily  gave  his  advice  and 
oedicines  gratis  to  thofe  who  con- 
alted  him.  He  invented  an  elixir, 
rhich  he  calls  an  infallible  cure  for 
pidemic  diforders,  of  which  he  has 
niblifhed  the  recipe  in  a  letter  to 
he  emperor  Rhodolph. 

“  He  was  a  good  mechanic.  He 
)oftei|ed  feveral  automates,  and  took 
rreat  delight  in  Blowing  them  to 
he  peafants,  and  was  always  pleaf- 
id  if  they  took  them  for  fpirits. 

44  He  was  no  lefs  fond  of  being 
onfulted  as  a  fortune-teller,  and 
vi^ingly  encouraged  an  opinion, 
hat  his  knowledge  of  the  heavenly 
)odies  enabled  him  to  obferve  ho- 
■ofcopes,  and  foretel  events.  Many 
raditional  fables  of  his  prediiftions 
lave  been  handed  down  to  pofterity, 
vhich  {hew  his  pronenefs  to  judicial 
iftrology,  and  the  weaknefs  of  thofe 
vho  believed  his  predictions. 

44  in  many  inftances  aftrological 
predictions,  by  alarming,  occafion 
he  event  which  they  foretel,  and 
aave  thus  gained  a  falfe  credit  from 
the  weak  or  the  unwary.  Thus 
Tycho  Brahe’s  aftrological  predic¬ 
tions  proved  fatal  to  the  emperor 
Rhodolph  the  Second  :  for,  being 
informed  by  Tycho,  that  a  ftar 
which  prefided  at  his  nativity  threat¬ 
ened  him  with  fome  finifter  defigns 
to  his  prejudice,  from  his  relations, 
he  was  thrown  into  fuch  a  panic, 
that  he  did  not  venture  to  quit  his 
palace,  or  appear  before  any  perfon  ; 
and,  as  the  conduCt  of  his  brother 
Matthias  confirmed  the  affrologer’s 
informations,  he  fell  at  laft  a  prey 
to  his  grief,  and  died  i  8th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  i Oi 2,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 

“  At  Uranienburgh  Tycho  Brahe 
had  feveral  contrivances  calculated 
to  deceive  and  aftonifh  thofe  who 
came  to  vifit  and  confult  him. 
Among  others,  feveral  bells,  com¬ 


municating  with  the  rooms  in  the 
upper  ftory,  inhabited  by  his  fcho- 
lars,  the  handles  of  which  were  con¬ 
cealed  in  his  own  apartments. 

44  Frequently,  when  company  was 
with  him,  he  would  pretend  to  want 
fomething,  and  having  fecretly  pul¬ 
led  the  bell,  would  cry  out  44  Come 
hither  Peter,  come  hither  Chi  iffian,’* 
and  pleafed  to  obferve  the  aftonifh - 
ment  of  the  company,  who  not  hear¬ 
ing  the  bells,  were  furprized  at  the 
appearance  of  the  perfon  who  was 
thus  fummoned. 

44  He  was  no  lefs  devoted  to  the 
ftudy  of  chymiftry  than  to  aftrono- 
my,  and  expended  as  much  on  the 
terrcftrial  aftronomy,  as  he  ftyles  it, 
as  on  the  celeftiah  He  left,  indeed, 
no  writings  upon  that  fcience,  al¬ 
though  it  feems  to  have  been  his  in¬ 
tention  to  have  given  to  the  public 
a  feledtipn  of  his  experiments,  which, 
he  had  made  with  fo  much  labour 
and  expence  ;  yet  he  adds,  in  the 
true  cant  of  alchymy,  44  On  confi- 
deration,  and  by  the  advice  of  the 
moft  illuftrious  as  well  as  the,  moft 
learned  men,  he  thought  it  impro¬ 
per  to  unfold  the  fecrets  of  the  art 
to  the  vulgar,  as  few  people  were 
capable  of  ufing  its  myfteries  to  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  without  detriment.” 

44  His  foibles  were  as  prominent 
as  his  virtue  and  capacity.  He  was 
of  a  morofe  and  unbending  difpoii-i 
tion,  indulged  himfelf  in  too  great 
freedom  of  fpeech,  but  while  he 
rallied  others  was  not  pleated  to  be 
rallied  himfelf. 

44  He  was  greatly  add  lifted  to  ju¬ 
dicial  aftrology,  and  prone  to  a  cre- 
dulityand  fuperftition  belowhis  learn- 
ning  and  judgment.  If  he  met  an  old 
woman  in  going  out  of  his  houfe,  he 
would  inftantly  return  home  ;  and 
conftdered  an  hare  as  an  ill  omen. 
While  he  lived  at  Uranienburgh  he 
had  a  fool,  whofe  name  was  Sep,  who 

wasaccuftomed  during  dinner  to  fit  at 
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his  feet,  and  whom  he  ufed  to  feed 
with  his  own  hand.  This  man  was 
continually  uttering  incoherent  ex-r 
preffions,  which  Tycho  obferved  and 
noted  down,  from  a  perfuafien  that 
the  mind,  in  a  ftate  of  emotion,  was 
capable  of  predicting  future  events  ; 
and  he  even  believed,  if  any  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  ifland  was  taken  ill,  that 
this  madman  could  predict  whether 
he  fhould  live  or  die.  He  maintain¬ 
ed,  that  the  cabala  and  magic,  if 


they  did  not  a to  the  offence  ci 
God  or  man,  could  lay  open  many 
abftrufe  things  by  figures,  images, 
atid  marks. 

“  But  to  turn  from  the  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  brighter  parts  of  his  cha¬ 
racter,  we  may  affent  to  the  truth  of 
the  following  eulogium  given  by  his 
panegyrift ;  that  to  him  his  ftudies* 
were  life;  meditation  his  delight; 
fcience  riches ;  virtue  nobility  ;  and! 
religion  his  conflant  direction 


*  Ipfi  vita  fludia  erar(t ;  delicise  vero  meditatio  ;  divitise  fcientise  ;  virtus  nobilitas  j 
religio  diredtio. — Oratio  Funebris. 
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(<  /CHARLES  William  Scheele, 
the  fon  of  a  tradeffnan,  was 
born  at  Stralfund,  in  December  1742. 
He  received  the  earlieft  rudiments 
of  education  at  a  private  fchool,  and 
afterwards  in  the  femimary  of  that 
town.  Having  at  a  very  early  age 
expreffed  a  ftrong  defire  to  follow 
the  profeffion  of  an  apothecary,  he 
was  bound  apprentice  to  Mr.  Bauch, 
of  Gotheborg,  with  whom  he  con¬ 
tinued  till  1765.  There  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  chymical  knowlege. 
He  was  remarkably  quiet  and  ferious, 
extremely  attentive  to  the  medical 
and  .chymical  preparations,  and  ufed 
afterwards  to  repeat  the  procefs  in 
his  own  apartments.  He  feems  to 
have  been  fir  ft  excited  to  the  fludy 
of  chymiflry,  by  the  perufal  of  Neu¬ 
man’s  chymiftry,  recommended  by 
Grunberg,  an  apprentice  in  the  fame 
fhop.  Fie  alfo  met  with  Lemerie  and 
Stahl’s  works,  and  Kenckell’s  Labo¬ 
ratory,  which  feems  to  have  been  his 
favourite  book. 

“In  1765,  he  departed  from 


Gotheborg,  and  ferved  different! 
apothecaries ;  firft,  Karlflroem,  of 
Malmoe  ;  fecondly,  Scharenberg,  of 
Stockholm  ;  and?  in  1773,  obtained* 
an  appointment  with  Loock  of  Up- 
fala. 

“  At  Upfala  he  increafed  his  know¬ 
ledge  by  forming  an  acquaintance 
with  the  learned  men  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  particularly  the  fixidteft 
friendfhip  with  profeffor  Bergmanf 
and  by  having  free  accefs  to  the 
public  laboratory. 

“  In  1775,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  medical  college  apothecary  at 
Kioping,  where  he  finifhed  his  days. 

“  The  reader  will  find,  in  Wells’s 
Chemifche  Annalen  for  1787,  a  lift 
of  the  works  and  principal  difco- 
veries  of  Scheele ;  alfo  iii  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Magazine  for  April,  1789. 

“His  character  as  a  chymiff,  is 
fufficiently  known  bv  his  great  and 
numerous  difcoveries  in  that  Li¬ 
enee. 

“Scheele  had  ffruggled  during 
his  whole  life  againft  narrow  circum- 

ilances  ^ 
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mces  ;  and  when  appointed  apo- 
ecary  of  Kioping,  he  involved 
mfelf  in  debt  in  order  to  pur- 
iafe  the  Hock  which  had  belonged 
his  predeceflor.  He  had  been  for 
me  time  engaged  to  marry  his 
•edeceflor’s  widow  ;  but  waited 
itil  he  had  difcharged  his  debts, 
id  had  colledted  a  moderate  pro- 
fion  for  her  in  cafe  of  his  death- 
[e  had  fcarcely  effiedfed  his  purpose, 
id  received  the  offer  of  an  annuity 
f  300I.  per  annum,  if  he  would 
:ttle  in  England,  which  would  have 
[forded  him  more  leifure,  and  a 
ifficient  income  to  purfue  his  chy- 
deal  difcoveries,  when  his  health 
eclined.  His  diforder  began  with 
a  inflammation  in  his  eyes,  arifing 
robably  from  the  intenfe  zeal  with 
/hich  he  carried  on  his  chymical 
xperiments,  and  ended  in  a  total 
ebility,  which  hurried  him  to  the 
rave  on  the  21ft  day  of  May,  1786, 

1  the  fifty -fifth  year  of  his  age. 
[wo  days  before  his  death,  he  was 
named  to  the  perfon  to  whom  he 
Lad  been  fo  long  betrothed,  and  left 
ler  the  little  money  he  had  been 
ible  to  fave. 

44  The  union  of  virtue  and  know- 
edge  is  doubly  meritorious ;  and  it 
s  a  pleafing  fatisfadfion  to  add,  that 
:he  morals  of  Scheele  were  ffridt, 
ind  his  condudf  as  irreproachable  as 
ais  morals  in  all  feafons  of  life. 

44  Scheele  had  neither  time  nor  in¬ 
dination  to  form  common  acquain¬ 
tances  ;  for  moft  of  the  hours  which 
he  could  fpare  from  his  fliop  and  the 
duties  of  his  office,  he  employed  in 
his  laboratory  and  library ;  but  he 
was  greatly  attached  to  a  few  conge¬ 
nial  friends,  and  fond  of  converfing 
y/ith  them  on  fubjedls  of  chymiftry. 
fie  vvas  to  them  extremely  open,  and 


of  a  communicative  difpofition,  never 
in  the  lead  defirous  of  withholding 
his  information,  or  concealing  his 
difcoveries. 

44  Before  he  adopted  any  opinion, 
he  was  particularly  cautious ;  but 
when  he  had  once  formed  it,  he  was 
decifive,  and  defended  it  with  firm- 
nefs,yet  without  heat.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  always  open  to  conviction  ; 
and  more  than  once  retraced  his 
opinion,  whenever  he  was  convinced 
by  argument  or  experiment. 

44  Scheele  undcrftood  no  other 
languages  but  the  Latin,  German, 
and  Swedifh ;  fo  that  he  had  not 
the  advantage  of  being  benefited  by 
the  early  intelligence  of  diicovenes 
made  by  foreigners,  and  was  forced 
to  wait  until  the  information  was 
conveyed  to  him  in  the  (low  and  un¬ 
certain  channel  of  tranflation.  Even 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Swedifh 
was  not  fufficient  to  write  the  trea- 
tifes  he  fent  to  the  Swedifh  academy 
of  fciences  in  that  tongue,  but  he 
was  accuftomed  to  compofe  them  in 
German,  from  whence  they  were 
tranflated  into  Swedifh. 

a  When  we  confider  the  number 
and  accuracy  of  Scheele's  experi¬ 
ments,  we  fliould  naturally  prefume 
that  his  chymical  apparatus  was  very 
complete,  and  his  laboratory  large. 
On  the  contrary,  his  laboratory  was 
extremely  confined,  and  his  appara¬ 
tus  extremely  inconvenient,  owing, 
probably,  to  the  fcantinefs  of  his  cir- 
cumftances. 

44  If  he  made  fuch  important  and 
accurate  difcoveries  with  a  fcanty 
and  inconvenient  apparatus,  and 
without  any  affiftance,  what  would 
he  have  done,  if  his  circumftances 
and  his  fituation  had  been  diffe¬ 
rent  ?’* 
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**  VT*  RNEST  John  Biron  was  de- 
fcended  from  a  family  of 
mean  extraction.  His  grandfather, 
whofe  name  was  Buren,  or  Bieren, 
was  head  groom  to  James  the  Third, 
'duke  of  Courland,  and  obtained 
from  his  matter  the  prefent  of  a 
fmall  eftate  in  land.  His  fon  ac¬ 
companied  prince  Alexander,  young- 
eft  fon  of  the  duke  of  Courland,  in 
a  campaign  into  Hungary  againft 
the  Turks,  in  quality  of  groom  of 
his  horfe,  and  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  Prince  Alexander  be¬ 
ing  killed  before  Buda,  in  *68 6,  Bi- 
ron  returned  into  Courland,  and 
was  appointed  matter  huntfman  to 
the  duke. 

44  Erneft  John,  his  fecond  fon, 
was  born  in  1687,  received  the  early 
part  of  this  education  in  Cour¬ 
land,  and  was  fent  to  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Konigfbergh  in  Pruffia, 
where  he  continued  until  fome 
youthful  imprudences  compelled 
him  to  retire. 

44  In  1714,  he  made  his  appear¬ 
ance  at  St.  Peterihurgh,  and  foli¬ 
ated  the  place  of  page  to  the 
princefs  Charlotte,  wife  of  the 
tzarovitch  Alexey;  but  being  con- 
temptuoufly  rejected  as  a  perfon 
of  mean  extraction,  retired  to 
Mittau,  and  chanced  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  Count  Beftuchef, 
matter  of  the  houfhold  to  Anne, 
widow  of  Frederic  William  duke 
of  Courland,  who  refided  at  Mit¬ 
tau.  .  Having  through  his  means 
obtained  the  office  of  gentleman 
of  the  chamber,  and  being  of  a 
handfome  figure  and  polite  addrefs, 
he  foon  gained  the  good-will  of  the 
dutchefsj  and  became  her  chief  fa- 
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vourite.  The  firtt  ufe  which  he 
made  of  his  favour,  was  to  obtain  the 
difgrace  and  removal  of  his  bene¬ 
factor  Beftuchef.  He  foon  gained 
fuch  an  entire  afcendency  over  the- 
affections  of  his  miftrefs,  that  his 
will  became  her’s ,  and  the  upftartl 
favourite  offended  bv  his  arrogance 
toe  whole  body  of  the  nobility  of. 
Courland. 

44  Having  efpoufed  Mademoi fellei 
de  Trenden,  a  lady  of  noble  family, 
and  maid  of  honour  to  the  dutchefs, 
he  endeavoured,  by  means  of  that 
alliance,  and  favour  of  his  miftrefs, 
to  be  admitted  into  the  body  of  the 
nobles ;  but  his  felicitations  were 
rejected  with  great  contempt.  ' 

44  His  afcendency  over  the  duch- 
efs,  his  fpirit  of  intrigue,  and  his 
extreme  arrogance, were  fo  notorious,1 
that  when  Anne  was  declared  fove- 
reign  of  Ruffia,  one  of  the  articles  pro- 
pofed  to  her  by  thf  council  of  ftate 
at  Mofcow,  exprefsly  ftipulated,  that 
fhe  fhould  not  bring  Biron  into  Ruf¬ 
fia.  She  confented,  but  inftantly 
broke  her  word ;  for  fhe  had  fcarce- 
ly  arrived  at  Mofcow,  before  he  made 
his  appearance  at  her  court. 

44  By  his  fecret  advice,  the  empref^ 
formed  a  ftrong  party  among  the 
Ruffian  nobility,  gained  the  guards, 
and  brought  about  the  revolution, 
which  reftored  to  the  crown  defpo- 
tic  authority. 

44  But  when  the  whole  plan  was 
ripe  for  execut  ion,  Anne  hefttated, 
and  was  alarmed,  till  Biron  took  her 
by  the  hand,  and  led  her  to  the  door 
of  the  apartment  in  which  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  ftate, fenate  andprincipal  nobili¬ 
ty  were  aftembled  ;  and  fhe  was  de¬ 
clared  abfolute  fovereign. 

«  With, 
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Within  the  fpace  of  a  few  the  ten  years  in  which  Biron’s  power 
lths,  Biron  w'as  appointed  gentle-  continued,  above  20,000  perfons 
1  of  the  bed  -  chamber,  knight  of  were  fent  to  Siberia,  of  whom  fcarce- 
order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  lord  ly  5,000  were  ever  more  heard  of.’* 
1  chamberlain,  and,  as  Mandein  “  The  violence  of  his  temper 
,  was  omnipotent  in  the  govern-  would  break  forth  in  a  manner  molt 
it ;  for,  during  the  whole  reign  difrefpe&ful  to  the  emprefs.  Once 
Lnne,  and  fome  weeks  after  her  in  particular,  while  the  duke  of  Be¬ 
lli,  he  ruled  with  defpotic  fway  vern  had  an  audience,  Biron  burft 
vaft  empire  of  Ruffia.  into  the  apartment  without  ceremo- 

On  the  death  of  Ferdinand  Ket-  ny,  theatening,  with  the  moft  horrid 
in  1737,  the  emprefs  difpatched  imprecations,  that  he  would  no  Ion- 
eral  Bifmarck,  governor  of  Riga,  ger  be  vexed  and  tormented  by  her 
dittau,  at  the  head  of  a  confide-  fervants,  but  would  retire  into  Corn  - 
ie  army.  The  nobles  having  af-  land.  Having  uttered  thefe  words, 
bled  in  the  cathedral,  Bifmarck  he  quitted  the  room,  and  fhut  the 
'ounded  the  church  with  troops,  door  with  great  violence  Theem- 
compelled  them  to  elech:  prefs,  in  the  higheft  confternation, 
their  fovereign  the  fame  Biron  lifted  up  her  hands  to  heaven,  then 
>m  they  had  refufed  to  admit  in-  clafped  them  together,  and  being 
heir  corps.  But  his  new  dignity  aimed  ready  to  faint,  die  opened  the 
not  prevent  him  from  keeping  window  for  frefli  air.  While  die 
pod  of  high  chamberlain,  and  continued  in  this  agitation,  the 
wife  that  of  firft  lady  of  the  bed-  dutchefs  of  Courland,  accompani- 
nber.  ed  with  her  children,  entered  the 

Biron  governed  Courland  with  room,  kneeled  down,  and  entreated 
fame  defpotic  fpiri't  with  which  the  emprefs  to  forget  and  forgive  the 
;overned  Ruffia  ;  and  the  nobles,  padionate  behaviour  of  her  hufband. 

1  had  been  accudomed  to  great  Anne  in  this,  as  in  every  other  jn- 
lom  of  debate  in  their  diets,  wrere  dance,  relented,  and  bore  with  his 
lenly  redrained.  Thofe  who  indolence". 

:ured  to  oppofe  his  will,  or  to  “  ITis  induence  over  his  imperial 
k  with  their  ufual  freedom,  were  midrefs  was  fuch,  that  during  the 
ately  feized  by  perfons  in  malks,  fitting  of  the  cabinet  council,  die^  ufed 
edinto  kibitkas,  and  conveyed  tQ  frequently  to  repair  to  an  adjoining 
ria*  room,  in  which  her  favourite  remain- 

I  a  violent  and  fangu  inary  tern-  ed,  to  receive  his  advice,  or  rather 
ron  ruled  Ruffia  with  the  knout  his  orders.  She  had  no  table  of  her 
and,  and  compelled  his  imperi-  own,  but  ufed  to  dine  with  his 
trefs,  who  was  naturally  of  a  family. 

nd  merciful  difpodtion,  to  or-  “  He  knew  only  two  languages,  the 
s  of  the  mod  atrocious  cruelty,  German,  and  his  native  jargon  fpo- 
idle  oftentimes  interceded,  but  ken  in  Courland;  fo  that  Be  go- 
1,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  for  verned  the  extend ve  empire  of  Ruf- 
happy  victims  of  his  fufpicion  da,  without  even  underdanding  its 
ngeance.  language.  He  even  piqued  himfelf 

lie  cruelties  exercifed  upon  on  his  ignorance  of  that  tongue, 
od  illudrious  perfons  of  the  having  once  laid  in  the  prefence  of 
y  almod  exceed  belief ;  and  the  emprefs  Anne,  that  he  would 
ein  conjedhires,  that  “  during  not  learn  the  Ruffian,  becaufe  he 

could 
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could  not  bear  to  read  before  her 
majefty  all  the  reports  and  memo¬ 
rials  which  were  daily  tranfmitted 
to  him. 

“  Biron  was  undoubtedly  a  man 
of  very  great  capacity ;  during  his 
whole  adminiftration,  the  external 
fplendour  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  and 
its  internal  tranquillity,  announced 
the  wifdom  of  his  meafures  ;  and  he 
Ihewed  his  judgment  in  employing 
fuch  a  ftatefman  as  Oflerman,  and 
fuch  a  general  as  Munich. 

“  He  was  a  fincere  friend  and  an 
implacable  enemy ;  and  it  was  juftly 
faid  of  him,  that  he  feldom  forgot  a 
benefit,  and  always  remembered  an 
injury. 

“  He  amaffed  an  enormous  for¬ 
tune  in  money  and  jewels  ;  and  on 
public  occafions  his  magnificence  far 
exceeded  the  magnificence  of  the 
emprefs. 

“  He  had  fo  long  dire&ed  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  a  great  empire,  that  he  could 
not  brook  retiring  into  Courland. 
He  accordingly  prevailed  upon  the 
emprefs,  on  her  death -bed,  to  ap¬ 
point  her  great  nephew  prince 
Ivan,  her  fucceffor,  and  himfelf  re¬ 
gent,  until  the  prince  had  attained 
the  age  of  feventeen  ;  and  he  mana¬ 
ged  this  whole  tranfa&ion  which  fo 
much  art,  that  he  feemed  only  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  regency  at  the  earnefl  re- 
queft  and  recommendation  of  Mu¬ 
nich,  the  chancellor  Ofter.man,  and 
the  principal  Ruffian  nobility,  as  it 
were  for  the  good  of  the  empire, 
and  not  to  fatisfy  his  own  ambition. 

“  Having  thus  fecured  the  regency, 
to  the  exclufion  of  Anne,  the  mother 
of  the  young  emperor,  the  firft  a6l 
of  hjs  power  in  that  capacity,  was  to 
obtain  for  himfelf  a  clear  revenue 
of  500,000  roubles  per  annum,  and 
the  title  of  Imperial  Highnefs. 

“  But  the  power  which  he  had 
thus  acquired  by  intrigue,  he  at- 
empted  to  fecure  by  repeated  a<5ts 
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of  arrogance,  perfecution,  and 
elty.  Piquets  were  placed  in 
ffreets  to  prevent  commotions, 
numerous  fpies  which  he  entert 
ed  brought  him  vague  account 
contemptuous  expreffions,  and 
formed  plots.  Such  numbers  t 
arrefted,  that  fcarcely  a  day  pi 
in  which  perfons  fufpe<Hed  \ 
not  imprifoned  and  tortured  in  o 
to  force  confeffion.  But  inftea 
difarming  the  envy  and  jealouf 
the  natives,  who  were  difaffe&ei 
being  governed  by  a  foreigner, 
increafed  his  own  unpopularity 
the  haughtinefs  of  his  demean< 
and  treated  even  the  parents  of 
fovereign  with  the  moft  extn 
brutality. 

ie  It  was  natural  that  prince  1 
thony  Ulric  and  the  princefs  An 
the  father  and  mother  of  the 
fant  emperor,  fhould  be  difaffe^ 
at  being  fet  afide,  and  a  foreig 
preferred  to  the  regency ;  and  A 
thony  Ulric,  who  was  a  prince 
great  fpirit,  even  expreffied  his  diij 
probation  in  the  Rrongeft  term:, 
the  regent  himfelf. 

“  The  duke  of  Courland,  fufp 
ing  that  the  prince  was  forming 
bals  againft  his  government,  ca 
on  him  early  one  morning  un 
peftedly,  and  without  being  anncjl 
ced;  “your  highnefs,”  he  faid,  “(if 
not  deal  fairly  with  me  ;  for  you  }l 
mifed  to  inform  me  if  any  difaffeJ 
perfons  caballed  againft  me,  and  i 
now  know  what  intrigues  are  '*■ 
rying  on  againft  me.”  u  I  ki  < 
not,”  replied  the  prince,  “  that  Jp 
thing  is  now  in  agitation  will 
will  be  detrimental  to  the  emp<|f 
and  the  country.”  u  I  will  » 
care,”  returned  Biron,  u  to  pip 
this  empire  in  fuch  a  fituationls 
no  other  perfon  is  capable  of 
ing  ;  for  1  am  neither  defidehjt 
knowledge  or  in  power.”  a  r 
nobles  muff  affift  you,”  faid  e 
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ince,  “  and  you  muft  all  be  ao 
untable  to  the  emperor.”  “  Am 
not  regent,”  replied  Biron,  “  with 
ifolute  authority  ?  Such  affer- 
>ns,  fir,  may  occafion  great  com¬ 
otions  ;  and  your  highnefs  mhft 
low,  that  whenever  factions  arife, 
e  emperor  and  the  country  are 
danger ;  and  what  muft  be  the 
evitable  confequence,  if  you  and 
thould  be  at  variance  ?”  “A  maf- 
cre !”  returned  the  prince  with 
eat  warmth,  and  putting  at  the 
rre  time  his  hand  upon  his 
rord. 

“  After  much  altercation,  the 
‘ince  accufed  Biron  of  having  for- 
:d  the  teftament  and  fignature  of 
e  emprefs;  and  the  duke  quitted 
e  apartment  with  thefe  words ; 
This  affair,  fir,  is  of  fuch  import- 
ice,  that  it  muft  be  laid  before  the 
incipal  nobility  of  the  realm.” 
epairing  inftantly  to  his  palace,  he 
mmoned  the  cabinet  council,  the 
nate,  and  the  principal  nobility, 
id  acquainted  them  with  the  con- 
rfation  which  had  pafted  between 
m  and  the  prince.  But  when 
e  imperial  minifter,  count  Key- 
rling,  who  was  prefent,  endeavouiv 
l  to  juftify  the  prince,  he  called 
ie  prince  a  liar,  who  had  mifrep re¬ 
nted  the  converfation ;  and  turn- 
ig  to  Keyferling,  faid,  “  we  want 
-re  no  advocates ;  and  no  lawyer’s 
tirks and  walking  pp  and  down 
ie  apartment  in  great  agitation,  ex- 
aimed,  “  am  I  a  poifoner !  or  do 
contend  for  the  throne  and  the 
eptre!” 

“  The  princefs  Anne,  who  had 
-en  informed  of  the  mifunderftand- 
ig,  now  arriving,  he  turned  to  her, 
id  explained  with  great  bitternefs 
hat  had  already  pafted.  Anne  was 
^ceedingly  affe&ed,  and  appeared 
blame  her  huiband’s  conduCf.  At 
ngth,  the  prince  himfelf  being 
aunoned,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
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attend,  and  foon  afterwards  made 
his  appearance.  Being  reprimand¬ 
ed  by  Biron,  and  by  feveral  who 
were  prefent,  in  the  groffeft  terms,  his 
highnefs  at  length  Submitted  to  de¬ 
mand  pardon,  the  tears  ltarting  front 
his  eyes  from  this  neceflary  but  de¬ 
grading  conceftion  ;  and  the  affair 
was  hufhed  up. 

“  Soon  afterwards,  the  regent  fent 
a  meftage  by  Marflial  Munich,  or¬ 
dering  the  prince  to  refign  his  mili¬ 
tary  employments,  and  not  to  ftir 
out  of  his  chamber.  But  this  ftate 
of  things  could  not  laft  loiig.  The 
regent,  at  variance  with  the  parents 
of  the  emperor,  fufpicious  of  the  plots 
forming  againft  him,  and  detefted  by 
the  nation  in  general,  became  agita¬ 
ted  and  uneafy,  felt  the  precariouf- 
iiefs  of  his  prefent  fituation,  paid  his 
court  with  great  afliduity  to  the 
princefs  Elizabeth,  and  feems  even  to 
have  formed  the  defign  of  marrying 
her  to  the  prince,  his  eldeft  fon,  and 
of  raifing  her,  or  her  nephew  the 
duke  of  Holftein,  to  the  throne  of 
Ruftia.  He  was  imprudent  enough 
to  declare  publicly,  that  if  the  prin¬ 
cefs  Anne  was  refractory,  he  would 
fend  her  and  her  hulband  into  Ger¬ 
many,  and  place  the  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  on  the  throne. 

<c  While  he  was  fluctuating  concer¬ 
ning  his  future  conduCt,  and  laying 
plans  to  remove  thofe  who  gave  him 
umbrage,  his  own  ruin  came  from  a 
powerful  quarter  which  he  did  not 
expeCt,  and  was  not  prepared  to  reft  ft. 
Marflial  Munich,  fecretly  difpleafed 
with  the  regent  at  not  being  appoint¬ 
ed  generaliflimo  of  the  Ruffian  for¬ 
ces,  fomented  the  difeontents,  awa¬ 
kened  the  fufpicions  of  the  princefs 
Anne,  and  prevailed  upon  her  to 
permit  him  to  arreft  the  duke  of 
Courland.  His  offer  being  accepted, 
he  fuCceeded  in  fecuring  the  perfon 
of  the  regent,  arrefted  him  on  the 
1 8th  of  December,  only  twenty  days 

after 
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after  life  had  been  appointed  to  the 
regency.  Lieutenaut  colonel  Man- 
Rein,  who  was  employed  by  Munich 
on  that  memorable  occafioil,  and 
who  has  related  the  tranfaftion  in 
his  Authentic  Memoirs,  penetrated, 
at  the  head  of  only  twenty  men,  into 
the  palace  inhabited  by  the  duke  of 
Courland,  though  guarded  by  forty 
foldiers,  who  were  placed  under  the 
windows  of  the  regent’s  bed-cham¬ 
ber,  and  by  numerous  centinels  poll¬ 
ed  in  the  feverai  apartments  through 
which  he  was  to  pafs.  Being  perfonal- 
ly  known  to  the  centinels,  they  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  pafs,  thinking  that  he 
had  an  affair  of  confequence  to  com¬ 
municate.  to  the  regent.  Having 
bur  ft  open  the  door  of  his  bed-cham¬ 
ber,  he  approached  the  bed,  in  which 
the  duke  and  dutchefs  were  fofaft  a- 
fleep,  that  the  noife  did  not  awaken 
them.  On  drawing  the  curtains, 
both  ftarted  up  in  furprife,  and  the 
duke  inftantly  got  out  of  bed  with  an 
intention  to  efcape,  but  was  prevent^ 
ed  by  Manftein,  who  threw  himfelf 
upon  him,  and  held  him  fall  till  the 
foldiers  came  to  his  affiftance.  In 
this  interval  the  duke  had  difengaged 
himfelf  from  Manftein,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  burft  from  the  foldiers 
who  had  laid  hold  of  his  arm,  receiv¬ 
ed  feverai  blows  from  the  butt-ends 
of  their  mulkets.  Being  at  length 
thrown  down  on  the  door,  his  mouth 
gagged  with  a  handkerchief,  and  his 
hands  tied  behind  him  with  an  offi¬ 
cer’s  fafh,  he  was  led  to  the  guard- 
room,  where  being  covered  with  a 
foldier’s  cloak,  he  was  conveyed  in  a 
carriage  to  the  winter  palace,  in 
which  the  princefs  Anne  relided. 
While  he  was  leading  away,  the  du- 
chefs  fprang  out  of  bed,  and  though 
only  in  her  Ihift,  ran  after  him, 
fcreaftiing,  in  an  agony  of  defpair, 
into  the  ftreet,  till  being  forced  away 
by  the  foldiers,  Ihe  dropped  down 
Upon  the  fnowj  and  would  have  pe¬ 


ri  ftied  with  cold,  if  the  captain  of  tlft 
guard  had  not  fent  for  fome  clothes 
to  cover  her,  and  re-Condufeled  her  tc 
her  apartment. 

<s  The  next  day  the  duke  and  his 
family  were  conveyed  to  the  fortrefs 
of  Schluffelburg  ;  and  in  June  were 
removed  to  Pelim,  a  fmall  town  in 
Siberia,  where  he  was  imprifoned  in 
a  wooden  houfe  under  the  ftriefteft 
confinement.  Fortunately  he  did 
iiot  long  occupy  this  dreary  prifon. 
Theemprefs  Elizabeth  had  no  foon- 
er  afeended  the  throne,  by  the  depofi- 
tion  of  Ivan,  than  file  recalled  Biron 
from  his  imprifonment ;  and  if  his 
misfortunes  had  not  foftened  his  vin- 
didtive  fpirit,  he  enjoyed  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  his  enemy,  Marfhal  Mu¬ 
nich,  occupy  that  prifon  which  he 
had  juft  quitted. 

“  Biron  was  transferred  to  Yaro- 
flaf,  where  he  had  a  comfortable 
manfion  afiigned  to  him  arid  his  fa¬ 
mily,  five  roubles  a  day,  and  theper- 
miffion  of  hunting  within  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  of  Yaroflaf.  In  this 
fituation,  wretched  when  ccntrafted 
with  his  former  dignified  ftation  as 
the  omnipotent  favourite  of  Anne, 
or  as  regent  of  Ruftia,  but  a  paradife 
when  compared  with  his  prifon  at 
Pelim,  lie  palled  his  days  during  the 
whole  reign  of‘EIizabeth. 

“  On  the  demife  of  Elizabeth, 
Peter  the  Third  recalled  Biron  to 
Peterfburgh,  but  did  not  reinftate 
him  in  the  dutchy  of  Courland.  Biron 
had  refufed,  during  his  confinement, 
to  refign  his  right  to  that  dutchy,  al-j 
though  he  was  offered  his  liberty, 
and  a  penfion  of  100,000  roubles  \ 
nor  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  b) 
Peter  the  Third  to  abdicate  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  duke  of  Holflein;  nobl) 
adding,  that  nothing  fliould  induce! 
him  to  do  fuch  an  injury  to  his  farm  0 
ly ;  but  that  he  would  perfer  even 
fecond  imprifonment. 

44  Catharine,  foon  after  the  revoj 

lutiofl 
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ution  which  placed  her  on  the 
hrone  of  Peter  the  Great,  took 
ompaffion  of  his  misfortunes,  and 
eftored  him  to  his  former  dignity. 

“  Biron  repaired  to  Mittau  in 
763,  twenty-eight  years  after  he 
ad  been  elefted  duke  of  Cour- 
md,  and  for  the  firft  time  fince  he 
ad  been  railed  to  the  dignity, 
'rince  Charles  of  Saxony,  although 
jpported  by  a  large  party  in  Cour- 
md,  yet  receiving  no  afliftance 
:om  his  father  Auguflus  the  Third, 


was  compelled  fo  retire  before  the 
Ruffian  forces  ;  and  Biron.  received 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fidelity 
from  the  whole  nation. 

“  In  i  64,  he  obtained  from  the 
king  and  republic  of  Poland  the  in- 
veffiture  of  Courland  for  his  eldeft 
fon  Peter,  the  prefent  duke  ;  1709, 
abdicated  in  his  favour;  and,  in 
1 7~  2,  clofed  at  Mittau,  in  the  eighty- 
third  year  of  his  age,  a  life  of  almoft 
unparalleled  vicillitude.” 


LIFE  and  CHARACTER  of  PHILIP  Earl  of  HARDWICKE, 
In  a  Letter  from  Jeremiah  Be  nth  am,  Efq. 


From  an  Essay  on-the  Life  and  Character  of  John  Lord  Somers, 

&c.  By  Richard  Cooksey,  Efq.] 


“SIR, 

IOGRAPPIY  in  general  af¬ 
fords  fo  much  inftruftion 
id  entertainment,  where  the  fub- 
fts  are  of  fufficient  importance  to 
y  claim  to  the  public  notice  and 
:gard,  that  I  cannot  help  looking 
pon  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  every 
ae  to  contribute  his  mite,  who  has 
at  all  in  his  power,  towards  en¬ 
ding  an  author,  that  is  induced  to 
igage  in  fuch  a  purpofe,  to  render 
is  work  as  complete  as  poffible. 
hance  having  therefore  led  me  to 
ffi  my  eye,  while  I  was  at  «...  hel- 
jnhgm,  upon  an  advertifement  in 
e  Gloucefter  Journal,  or  the  1  c,th 
llant  ;  wherein  vou  announce  an 
tention  of  pui.lifhing  an  Effav  on 
e  Life  and  Charafter  of  that  great 
wver,  the  late  Earl  of  ELu  dv/icke, 
lofe  inflexible  integrity  and  emi- 
nt.  abilities  gav  a  iuftre  10  many 
ars  to  the  courts  of  law  and  equi- 
1  wherein  he  praftiftd  at  the  bar, 
l79lr 


and  afterwards  prefided  in  Weft- 
minfler-hall ;  and  there  being  now 
but  very  few  living,  who  had  any 
relation  to  thefe  courts,  that  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  tracing  the  perfonal  know¬ 
ledge  and  remembrance  of  him,  fo 
far  back  as  my  Rif,  I  flatter  myfelf  it 
may  poffibly  not  be  unacceptable  to 
you  to  be  made  acquainted  with  a 
few  anecdotes  relative  to  the  late 
earl  of  Hardvvicke,  which  mav  not 
have  come  to  your  knowledge  from 
any  other  quarter  ;  and  which  is  my 
only  inducement  for  furnifliing  you 
with  the  following  particulars  : 

u  Mr.  Philip  Vo  eke  was  the  fon 
(and  I  believe  the  only  fon)  of  an 
eminent  attorney,  at  Dover,  in  Kent, 
who,  after  giving  him  a  proper  edu¬ 
cation,  and  intending  him  for  the 
bar,  very  judicioufly  placed  him 
with  a  Mr.  Salkeld,  a  law  agent,  in 
the  Temple  ;  at  that  time  a  man  of 
the  fuft  charafter  for  abilities  and 
bufinefs  of  any  in  his  projection  ; 
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and  net1  with  fergeant  Salkeld,  as 
inifreprefented  in  the  Riographia 
Britannica.  And  it  is  no  lefs  true, 
than  it  was  an  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  that  this  Mr.  Salkefd  had,  in 
his  office,  nearly  about  the  fame 
time,  for  the  like  purpofe,  Mr.  Jo¬ 
celyn,  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland  ; 
Mr.  Parker,  who  was  afterwards  fir 
Thomas  Parker,  and  lived  to  be 
many  years  lord  chief  baron  of  the 
court  of  exchequer;  as  aJfo  Mr. 
John  Strange,  afterwards  fir  John 
Strange,  who  died  m after  of  the 
Rolls. 

“  Mr.  Yorke,  by  his  uncommon 
affiduity  and  attention,  made  himfelf 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
grounds  and  principles  of  the  com¬ 
mon  law  ;  and  having  been  entered 
a  ftudent  in  the  Temple,,  he  regu¬ 
larly  attended  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
called  to  the  bar  ;  and  in  order 
thereto,  it  being  neceffary  for  him 
to  keep  commons,  by  dining  in  the 
Temple-hall,  he  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune,  by  that  means,  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Parker,  the  fon 
of  lord  Macclesfield,  then  chief-juf- 
tice,  who  was  at  that  time  a  {Indent 
alfo  at  the  Temple  :  fnch  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  foon  proved  a  very  fa¬ 
vourable  circumflance  to  Mr.  Yorke  ; 
for,  upon  the  chief-juflice  afkinghis 
fon,  Mr.  Parker,  whether  he  had 
made  any  and  what  acquaintance 
among  the  young  men  of  his  own 
Banding,  Mr.  Parker  took  occafion 
to  tell  his  father,  that  he  had  con- 
traded  an  intimacy  with  Mr.  Philip 
Yorke,  whom  he  represented  to  his 
father  to  be  not  only  a  very  agree¬ 
able  companion,  but  a  very  intelli¬ 
gent  young  man ;  upon  which  the 
chief-juflice,  being  naturally  pleafed 
with  his  fon’s  having  made  fo  good 
a  choice  of  a  companion,  told  him, 
lie  iliould  be  glad  to  fee  Mr.  Yorke, 
and  to  bring  him  to  dine  with  him, 


which  Mr.  Parker  foon  afterwards 
did.  So  fortunate  an  introduction', 
as  well  may  be  imagined,  foon  en¬ 
abled  a  young  man  of  Mr.  Yorke h 
prudence  arsd  abilities  to  recorm 
mend  himfelf  to  the  efleem  and  re¬ 
gard,  and  consequently  to  the  friend- 
ill  ip,  of  lord  Macclesfield,  which 
continued  without  interruption  fc 
long  as  his  lordffiip  lived ;  who  took 
every  occafion  that  offered  to  dif 
tinguifh  Mr.  Yorke  as  his  particular 
favourite,  as  veil  when  he  prefided 
in  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  as  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  court  of  chancery, 
when  he  became  lord  high  chancef 
lor  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  when  lore 
Macclesfield  was  fo  unfortunate  a: 
to  be  impeached  by  the  houfe  oi 
commons,  on  account  of  fome  mif 
demeanor  in  the  execution  of  hi; 
office,  Mr.  Yorke,  who  was  at  thai 
time  attorney-general,  and  knight 
ed,  was  fo  fenfible  of  his  obligation; 
to  his  lordfliip,  that  he  got  himfel; 
excufed,  though  not  without  form 
difficulty,  from  being  appointed  one 
of  the  managers  for  carrying  on  the 
profecution,  in  confequence  of  the 
impeachment. 

“  Mr.  Yorke,  by  means  of  hi 
own  merit,  and  the  countenance  h< 
was  known  fo  have  from  the  court 
made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  his  pro 
feffion,  that  he  had  foon  as  mucl 
bufmefs  as  he  could  well  go  througl 
with  ;  which  gave  occafion  to  judg 
Powis  to  make  him  a  compliment 
that,  in  the  manner  it  was  made 
terminated  more  to  MrYorke’s  cr'ed 
it,  as  a  young  man  of  ready  wit,  that 
to  the  judge’s  good  fenfe.  The  aftail 
was  this — Mr.  juflree  Powis,  whjj 
had  been  trying  caules  at  fome  onjj 
of  the  affizes,  in  the  circuit  he  wen 
being  at  dinner,  and  feverai  of  thj 
cotin fel  with  him,  amongft  whot 
was  Mr.  Yorke,  took  occafion  r 
make  Mr.  Yorke  fome  complimen; 
by  telling  him,  he  could  not  but  i| 
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greatly  furprifed  at  his  having  ac¬ 
quired  fo  great  a  fhare  of  bufinefs 
For  fo  young  a  man  ;  and  faid  to 
lim,  “  Mr.  Yorke,  I  cannot  well 
4  account  for  yotir  having  fo  much 
4  bufinefs,  confidering  how  fhort  a 
4  time  you  have  been  at  the  bar  : 
4  I  humbly  conceive”  (continued 
he  judge)  44  you  muft  have  pub- 
4  i iflied  fomebook,  or  are  about  pub- 
4  Jifhing  fomething;  for  look  you, 

4  do  you  fee,  there  is  fcuirely  a 
4  caufe  before  the  court  but  you 
4  are  employed  in  it,  on  one  fide 
!  or  other ;  I  fhould  therefore  be 

4  glad  to  Know,  Mr.  Yorke,  whe- 
;  ther  this  is  the  cafe.’’  Such  a 
urious  way  of  accounting  for  Mr. 
fo,  ke's  run  of  bufinefs  could  not  but 
arce  a  fmile  from  him  ;  and  it  de- 
-r mined  him  to  make  the  judge 
-ich  a  reply  as  might  put  an  end  to 
i  fulfome  a  compliment :  he  there- 
ire  told  the  judge,  he  had  indeed 
)me  thoughts  of  publifhing  a  book, 
ut  that  he  had  made  no  progrefs 
a  it  as  yet:  at  which  the  judge, 
leafing  himfelf  for  having  made  fo 
appv  a  difcovery,  became  impor- 
mate  with  Mr.  Yorke  to  let  him 
now  the  fubjecl  of  this  book ;  which 
at  him  upon  telling  the  judge,  that 

“ ilati  thoughts  of  publifliing  Coke 
pon  Littleton  in  verfe  ;  but  that 

5  llac!  g°ne  but  a  very  little  way  in 
:  ^ this  however  tickled  the  judge’s 
inofity  Rill  more  ;  and  telling  Mr. 

01  he,  that  it  was  fomething  fo 

and  muff  be  fo  entertaining, 

:  hegged  hyn  to  oblige  him  with 
|e  t'ccital  of  a  few  of  the  verfes  ; 
ien  Mr.  Yorke,  finding  the  judge 
^uld  not  drop  the  fubjed,  ■  be- 
°yght  himfelf  he  could  not  get  rid  . 
it  better  than  by  giving,  byway 
a  Specimen,  fomething  in  the 
ge  s  own  words,  and  introducing 
^phrafes  he  himfelf  v\  as  in  the 
.  of  making  life  of  upon  all  oc- 
10,ns’  the  fubjrd  be  what  it 
"Jld,  Therefore,  accompanying 


what  he  intended  to  fay,  with  feme 
excufes  for  complying  with  the 
judge’s  requeft,  Mr.  Yorke  began 
with  reciting,  as  he  pretended,  the 
following  verfes  ;  viz. 

44  He  that:  holdeth  his  lands  in  fee, 

“  Need  neither  to  quake  nor  to  fliiver  ; 
“  1  humbly  conceive, for  iock,  do  you  fee, 
“  I  hey  are  his  and  hisheirs  for  ever.” 

44  Such  a  fpecimen  as  this,  it  may 
eafily  be  conceived,  was  enough  to 
fatisfy  the  judge  ;  but  however  that 
might  be,  the  reft  of  the  company 
could  not  but  be  under  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  to- refrain  from  laughter:  and 
it  Serves  at  leaft  to  prove,  that  Mr. 
Yorke  had  a  ready  wit,  and  a  good 
deal  of  pleafantry  about  him. 

44  It  was  Powis’s  misfortune  to  be 
fo  addided  to  blunders,  that  the  late 
duke  of  Wharton,  who  was  the 
brighteft  genius  perhaps  of  the  age 
wherein  he  lived,  though,  unhappily 
for  himfelf  and  his  country,  he  was 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  profligate 
of  mankind,  took  occaflon  to  intro- 
duce  judge  Powis  into  a  lampoon  ; 
wherein  the  duke  was  verv  fevefeon. 
feveral  of  the  judges  of  that  time. 
He  was  however  not  wanting  in  do¬ 
ing  juftice  to  the  charader  of  fuch 
of  them  as  were  deferving. 

44  I  have  not  the  poem  by  me,  nor 
can  I  pretend  to  remember  the 
whole  of  it,  it  being  now  above  forty 
years  fince  I  read  or  have  feen  any 
thing  of  it ;  but  fome  of  the  verfes 
areftill  frefh  in  my  memory,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  what  related  to  judge  Powis, 
with  regard  to  whom  the  duke  favs , 

“  When  Powis  fums  up  a  caufe  without 
a  blunder, 

44  And  h  on  eft  Price  fhall  trim  and 
truckle  under  ; 

44  When  Eyre  his  haughtinefs  fhall  lav 
a  fide, 

44  And  Tracey’s  gen’rous  foul  ihallTvvell 
with  pride — ” 

!£  And,  as  I  remember, the  duke  con- 
*  &  2  eluded 
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eluded  the  whole  of  his  poem  with 
the  following  couplet  : 

«  Then  will  I  ceafe  my  charmer  to  adore, 

“  And  think  of  love  and  politics  no 
more.” 

«  Mr.  Yorke,  as  he  was  pofFef- 
fed  of  great  convivial  pleafantry,  to 
relieve  himftlf  under  the  preflu  re  of 
bufinefs  in  his  profeflion,  and  his 
engagements  in  public  affairs,  even 
when  he  became  firPhilipYorke,  and 
his  majefty’s  attorney-general,  would 
fometimes  enjoy  himfelf  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  men  of  genius,  like  himfelf; 
and  once,  upon  his  dining  with  Mr. 
Taylor,  (commonly  called  Joe  Tay¬ 
lor' of  Bridewell,  then  member  of 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  Pe- 
tersfield,  in  Hampfhire)  at  his  houfe 
at  Stanmore,  in  Middlefex,  where 
lord  Bolingbroke  made  one  of  the 
company,  his  lordfhip  took  occafion 
jocularly  to  afk  fir  Philip  Yorke, 
whether  he  was  never  a  rake  in  his 
younger  days.  Sir  Philip’s  reply 
was,  that  he  mull  confefs  he  never 
was  a  rake,  for  that  indeed  he  was 
fo  early  immerfed  in  bufinefs,  that 
he  never  had  any  time  to  be  one ; 
upon  which  lord  Bolingbroke  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  to  be  not  a  little 
pleafed  with  the  reafon  fir  Philip 
had  given  him  ;  for,  laid  his  lord¬ 
fhip,  he  was  perfuaded  no'  one  could 
ever  diftinguifh  himfelf,  and  make 
liis  way  in  life  in  the  manner  fir 
Philip  had  done,  unlefs  he  had  been 
a  rake,  or  at  leaft  had  the  feeds  of 
a  rake  in  him.  Such  a  compliment 
as  this,  however  lord  Bolingbroke 
might  apply  it  to  fir  Philip  Yorke, 
yet  the  reft  of  the  company  prefent 
could  not  but  underftand  it  with  a 
view  of  making  ftill  a  greater  com¬ 
pliment  upon  himfelf,  as  lhining 
abilities  and  rakery  were  fo  confpi- 
cuouily  united  in  lord  Bolingbroke’s 
own  character.  This  account  of  the 
converfation  that  pafled  between 


him  and  the  late  lord  Hardwicke 
had  from  Mr.  Taylor  himfelf,  ; 
whofe  houfe,  and  in  whole  compan 
it  happened. 

“  At  the  time  fir  Philip  York 
was  attorney-general,  Mr.  Talbc 
was  folicitor-general,  and  lord  Kin 
was  lord-chancellor,  who  had  bee 
advanced  to  that  high  office,  from  bt 
ingchief  juftice  of  the  common  plea 
and  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  fc 
having  been  not  onlv  a  very  abJ 
common  lawyer,  but  alfo  a  good  d 
vine  ;  he  became  however  fo  far  pc 
vanned  in  years,  when  he  held  tli 
feals,  as  chancellor,  that  he  ofte 
dozed  over  his  caufes,  when  upo 
the  bench  ;  a  circumftance  which 
mvfelf  well  remember  was  the  caie 
but  it  was  no  prejudice  to  the  fui 
ors ;  for  fir  Philip  Yorke  and  M 
Talbot  were  both  men  of  fuch  goc 
principles  and  ftridt  integrity,  ar 
had  always  fo  good  an  underftandir 
with  one  another,  that  although  the 
were  frequently  and  aim  oft  alwa; 
concerned  for  oppolite  parties  in  ti 
fame  caufe,  yet  the  merits  of  tl 
caufe  were  no  fooner  fully  ftated 
the  court  but  they  were  fen  Able  c 
which  fide  the  right  lay  ;x  and  a 
cordingly  the  one  or  the  other 
thofe  two  great  men  took  occafkj 
to  ftate  the  matter  briefly  to  his  Ion 
fhip,  and  inftruft  the  regifter 
what  manner  to  minute  the  heads 
the  decree,  fo  as  that  ftridt  juft i 
might  be  done  ;  and  fo  great  u 
the  friendfhip  fubfifting  betvve 
them,  that  when  it  happened  tl 
the  place  of  chief  juftice  cf  the  court; 
king’s  bench  became  vacant,  by  t 
death  of  lord  Raymond,  andlikevr 
that  of  lord  chancellor,  by  the  deatf 
lord  King,  although  fir  Philip  Yor 
then  attorney-general,  was  confide! 
as  fuch  to  be  entitled  to  the  feals, 
preference  to  Mr.  Talbot ;  yet,  * 
latter  having  confined  himfelf  v* 
early  to  the  practice  of  the  court 

chance 
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dhancery,  and  not  having  been  much 
converfant  in  the  practice  of  the  courts 
of  common  law,  he  thought  himfelfnot 
fufficiently  qualified  to  prefide  in  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  on  which  ac¬ 
count,  fir  Philip  Yorke  being  equal¬ 
ly  competent  to  prefide  either  in  that 
court  or  t  e  court  of  chancery,  it 
•was  agreed  between  them,  that  fir 
Philip  fhould  wave  his  pretenftons 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Talbot ;  and  the 
king  and  the  mini  {fry  fo  well  ap¬ 
proved  of  it,  that  it  was  fettled 
among  them,  that  fir  Philip  Yorke 
fhould  have  the  place  of  chief  juf- 
tice  of’ the  king's  bench,  and  fhould 
have  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
added  to  his  falary,  as  chief  juftice; 
which  however  fir  Philip,  to  his  ho¬ 
nour,  refufed  to  accept,  without  its 
being  made  permanent  to  the  office 
of  chief  juftice  of  that  court,  by  be¬ 
ing  fecured  to  his  fucceffors  ;  and 
upon  thefe  terms  the  feals  were  de,- 
livered  to  Mr.  Talbot.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  fir  Philip  Yorke 
was  created  lord  Hardwicke,  and 
Mr.  Talbot  lord  Talbot. 

“  Lord  Talbot  enjoying  his  high 
office  but  a  very  few  years,  which 
he  held  with  the  higheft  reputation 
till  h  is  death,  occafioned  by  a  poly¬ 
pus  at  his  heart,  all  men’s  eyes  were 
immediately  turned  towards  lord 
Kardwicke,  as  his  fucceffor  ;  to 
whom  the  king  thereupon  delivered 
!  the  feals  ;  and  to  do  the  greater  ho¬ 
nour  to  his  lordfhip,  fir  Rober  W  al- 
pole,  then  prime  minifter,  the  then 
lord  prefident  of  the  council,  and  fe¬ 
deral  others  of  the  greateff  officers  of 
the  ftate  attended  him  into  the  court 
of  chancery,  while  he  took  .his  oath 
or  office  and  his  feat  therein  ;  and  I 
well  remember  being  prefent  in 
Weftminfter-hall  upon  that  day,  and 
■feeing  his  lordfhip  afterwards  going 
out  of  the  court  of  chancery,  from' 
fitting  as  chancellor,  into  the  court 
king’s  bench,  where  he  fat  as 
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lord  chief  juftice  of  that  court,  to 
give  his  opinion  in  a  caufe  of  fome 
confequence,  which  had  been  argu¬ 
ed  before  him  there ;  fo  that  it  may 
very  truly  be  laid,  that  he  prefided 
on  one  and  the  fame  day  in  the 
two  higheft  courts’ of  law  and  equity 
in  Weft minfter -hall. 

“  Many  years  after  he  had  the 
feals,  lord  Hardwicke  was  advanced 
to  the  dignity  of  earl  Hardwicke  and 
vifcount  Royfton,  and  held  them 
for  near  twenty  years  with  the  high¬ 
eft  reputation  to  himfelf  and  'benefit 
of  his  country  ;  in  all  which  time 
■his  ftrength  and  judgment,  his  great 
knowledge  of  the  law,  his  eyemiefs 
of  temper,  which  was  never  known 
to  be  ruffled  or  difcompofed  ;  and 
his  affability,  condefcenfion,  and 
courtefy  to  all  about  him,  gained 
him  the  love  and  admiration  of  every 
one  that  had  occafton  to  attend  the 
court  wherein  he  prefided. 

“  At  length,  perceiving  or  imagin¬ 
ing  he  perceived  his  faculties  grow¬ 
ing  rather  impaired,  he  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  refign  the  feals  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  waited  upon  the  king,  and  de¬ 
livered  them  into  his  majefty’s  own 
hands. 

u  Upon  which  a  droll  circum- 
ftance  happened  the  firft  time  of  his 
lordfhip’s  going  to  court  on  a  levee 
day,  after  having  refigned  the  feals, 
when  advancing  near  the  perfon  of 
the  king,  and  converting  familiarly 
with  feveral  of  the  miniftrv  about 
him,  in  the  manner  he  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  do  ;  but  appearing  as  a 
private  gentleman,  without  his  gown 
and  the  purfe,  the  ufual  infignia  that 
had  accompanied  him  in  his  office  of 
chancellor,  the  k:ng  abfolutely  did 
not  know  him,  and  afked  the  lord 
then  in  waiting  who  that  gentleman 
was  :  upon  which,  being  told  it  was 
the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  his  majefty’s 
late  chancellor,  the  king  was  quite 
furprized  at  his  own  want  of  recol- 
B  3  ie,ctk# 
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leftion  of  one  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  attending  him  near  twenty 
years  together,  and  immediately  ac- 
cofted  his  lordfhip  with  a  fmile,  and 
made  him  a  very  obliging  apology 
upon  the  occafion  j  the  obfervation 
of  which  was  a  matter  of  pleafantiy 
to  all  the  company  then  in  the 
dra  wine-room. 

o 

u  As  the  late  lord  Hardwicke 
married  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Cocks,  efq  of  Worceflerfliire,  which 
lady  was  a  niece  of  lord  Somers,  I 
prefume  it  may  be  a  circumftance 
that  has  given  vou  occafion  to  con- 
nect  what  you  have  to  write  of  the 
lives  of  thofe  two  great  men  with 
your  intended  hiflory  of  that  coun¬ 
ty  ;  and  being  perfuaded  you  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  fevers! 
branches  of  the  late  earl  of  Hard- 
wicke’s  own  family,  I  have  faid  no¬ 
thing  relative  to  them,  although  fir 
Jofeph  Yorke,  his  third  fon,  now 
lord  Dover,  as  well  as  the  honour¬ 
able  Mr.  John  Yorke,  another  of  his 
fons,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  per- 
fonally  acquainted  with  ;  the  former 
had  been  above  thirty  years  refident 
ambdffador  at  the  Hague,  from  the 
Britifli  court  to  the  itates-general  ; 
and  under  many  critical  occurren¬ 


ces,  which,  dr  i  g  fo  long  a  feries, 
gave  him  frequent  occafion  to  exer- 
cife  his  judgment,  he  always  acquit¬ 
ted  himfelf  to  the  entire  fat  isf aft  ion 
of  his  fovereign,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  his  country.  Of  which  his  pre- 
fent  majefly  was  fo  fenfible,  that  the 
honour  of  peerage,  conferred  on  fir 
jofeph  Yorke,  proceeded  from  the 
king’s  own  mere  motion,  without  the 
ieaft  folicitation  from  any  one  what¬ 
ever.  A  circumftance  that  greatly 
enhanced  the  value  of  it,  as  it  could 
not  but  render  it  Hill  more  grateful 
to  his  lordfhip  to  receive,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  fo  diftinguifhed  a  mark  of 
approbation  arid  regard  from  a 
prince  who  has  been  ever  known  to 
take  pleafiye  in  rewarding  thofe  that 
have  been  peculiarly  deler.ving  of 
his  royal  favours. 

“  If  you  {hall  think  any  of  thefe 
particulars  I  have  mentioned  here¬ 
in,  worthy  to  be  introduced  into 
your  intended  publication,  you  will 
keep  this  letter ;  otherwife  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  return  it  to 

SIR, 

Your  mofl  obedient  fervant, 

Bath,  JER.  BENTHAM,” 

Sept.  30,  1728. 


PORTRAIT  of  Mr,  HOWARD. 

[From  Dr.  Aikin’s  View 'of  the  Character  and  public  Services 

of  that  great  Philanthropist.] 

a  HE  firft  thing  that  {truck  an  An  eye  lively  and  penetrating,  ftrong 
£  obferver  on  acquaintance  and  prominent  features,  quick  gait, 
with  Mr.  Howard,  was  a  ftamp  of  and  animated  geftures,  gave  promife 
extraordinaoy  vigour  and  energy  on  of  ardour  in  forming,  and  vivacityin 
all  his  movements  and  exprtftions.  executing  his  defigns  j.  At  no  time 

of 

i(f  f  Mr.  Howard,  though  frequently  requefted,  would  never  fit  for  his  pi&ure;  it 
is  therefore  no  wonder  that  the  portraits  of  him,  given  in  various  works,  fhould  be 
all  totally  unlike.  The  mo.l  refembjing  liken  els,  by  much,  is  a  head  Iketched  by  - 
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of  his  life,  1  believe,  was  he  without 
fome  objecft  of  warm  purfuit  ;  and 
isi  every  thing  he  purfued,  he  was  in¬ 
defatigable  in  aiming  at  perfection. 
Give  him  a  hint  of  any  thing  he  had 
left  fhort,  or  any  new  acquisition  to 
be  made,  and  while  you  might  fup- 
pofe  he  was  deliberating  about  it  you 
were  furprifed  with  finding  it  was 
done.  Not  Cae far  hi mfelf  could  bet¬ 
ter  exemplify  the  poet’s 

Nil  adtum  credens,  dum  quid  fuperefict 
agendum. 

“  I  remember  that,  having  acci¬ 
dentally  remarked  to  him  that  a- 
mongft  the  London  prifons  he  had 
omitted  the  ''hoover,  he  was  fo  Struck 
with  the  deficiency  (though  of  trif¬ 
ling  confequence,  lince  confinement 
there  is  fo  rare),  that  at  his  verv 
firft  leifure  he  ran  to  London,  and 
fupplied  it.  Nor  was  it  only  during  a 
fliort  period  of  ardour  that  his  exer¬ 
tions  were  thus  awakened.  He  had 
the  hill  rarer  quality  of  being  able, 
for  any  length  of  time,  to  bend  all 
the  powers  and  faculties  of  his  mind 
to  one  point,  unfeduced  by  every  al¬ 
lurement  which  curiofity  or  any  other 
affeCtion  might  throw  in  his  way, 
and  unfufceptible  of  that  fatiety  and 
difguft  which  are  fo  apt  to  heal  up¬ 
on  a  protracted  piirfuit.  Though 
by  his  early  travels  he  had  fliewn 
himfelf  not  indifferent  to  thofe  ob¬ 
jects  of  tafte  and  information  which 
Strike  the  cultivated  mind  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  country,  yet  in  the  tours  ex- 
prefsly  made  for  the  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
amining  prifons  and  hofpitals,  he 
appears  to  have  had  eyes  and  ears 


for  nothing  elfe  ;  at  leaf  he  buffered 
no  other  objeCt  to  detain  him  or  draw 
him  aiide  f.  Im prefled  with  the 
idea  of  the  importance  of  his  defigns, 
and  theunceitaintv  of  human  life,  he 
was  impatient  to  get  as  much  clone 
as  poffible  within  the  allotted  limits. 
And  in  this  difpofition  confifled  that. 
eutbuj-iafm by  which  the  pu  blic  fuppof- 
ed  him  actuated  ;  for  otherwife,  his 
cool  and  fteady  temper  gave  no  idea 
of  the  character  ufually  ciiftinguifh- 
ed  by  that  appellation.  He  follow¬ 
ed  his  plans,  indeed,  with  wonderful 
vigour  and  conftancv,  but  bv  no 
means  with  that  heat  and  eagernefs, 
that  inflamed  and -exalted  imagina¬ 
tion,  which  denote  the  enthufiaft. 
Hence,  he  was  not  liable  to  catch  at 
partial  re  pre  fen  tat  ions,  to  view  faCts 
through  fallacious  mediums,  and  to 
fall  into  thofe  miftakes  which  are  fo 
frequent  in  the  refearches  of  the  man 
of  fancy  and  warm  feeling.  Some 
perfons,  who  only  knew  him  by  his 
extraordinary  actions,  were  read v 
enough  to  bellow  upon  him  that 
fneer  of  contempt,  which  men  of 
cold  hearts  and  felfifli  difpofitions 
are  fo  apt  to  apply  to  whatever  has 
the  {hew  of  high  fenfibility.  While 
others,  who  had  a  flight  acquaintance 
with  him,  and  law  occafional  fea¬ 
tures  of  phlegm,  and  perhaps  harfli- 
ntfs,  were  difpofed  to  queftion  his 
feeling  altogether,  and  to  attribute 
his  extrtions  either  merely  to  a  fenfe 
of  duty,  or  to  habit  and  humour. 
But  both  thefe  were  erroneous  con¬ 
ditions.  He  felt  as  a  man  fhoiild 
feel ;  but  not  fo  as  to  miflead  him, 
either  in  the  eft i mate  he  formed  of 
objeCts  of  utility,  or  in  his  reafbnings 


an  artifl  in  London,  engraved  in  Dublin,  and  copied  for  this  work.  It  is  fomewhat 
of  a  caricature,  but  has  very  exactly  the  exprefiion  of  his  countenance  when  in  a  very 
ferious  attentive  mood.  Alter  his  death,  prince  Potemkin  had  two  plafter  calls  taken 
Irom  his  face,  one  for  himfelf,  the  other  for  the  fervant  of  Mr.  Howard.” 

“  f  He  mentioned  being  once  prevailed  upon,  in  Italy,  to  go  and  hear  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  fine  mufic  ;  but,  finding  his  thoughts  too  much  occupied  by  it,  he  would  never 
repeat  the  indn 

B  4 


CQil~ 


PORTRAIT  of  Mr.  HOWARD. 


[*+] 

concerning  the  means  by  which  they 
were  to  be  brought  into  effect.  The 
reformation  of  abufes,  and  the  relief 
of  mifery,  were  the  two  great  pur- 
pofes  which  he  kept  in  view  in  all 
his  undertakings  ;  and  I  hare  equal¬ 
ly  feen  the  tear  of  fenfibiiity  flart  in¬ 
to  his  eyes  on  recalling  fome  of  the 
diflrefsful  fcenes  to  which  he  had 
been  witnefs,  and  the  fpiritof  indig¬ 
nation  flafli  from  them  on  relating 
inftances  of  bafenefs  and  oppreffion. 
Still,  however,  his  conftancy  of  mind 
and  felf-colle£tion  never  deferted 
him.  He  was  never,  agitated,  never 
off  his  guard  ;  and  the  unfpeakable 
advantages  of  fuch  a  temper  in  the 
fcenes  in  which  he  was  engaged,  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon. 

ic  His  whole  courfe  of  adfion  was 
fuch  a  trial  of  intrepidity  and  forti¬ 
tude,  that  it  may  feem  altogether 
fuperfluous  to  fpeak  of  his  poffeffion 
of  thefe  qualities.  He  had  then),  in¬ 
deed,  both  from  nature  and  princi¬ 
ple.  His  nerves  were  firm  ;  and  his 
conviction  of  marching  in  the  path 
of  duty  made  him  fearlefs  of  confe- 
quences.  Nor  was  it  only  on  great 
occafions  that  this  flrength  of  mind 
was  fhown.  It  railed  him  above 
falfe  fhame,  and  that  awe  which 
makes  a  coward  of  many  a  brave 
man  in  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior. 
No  one  ever  lefs  “  feared  the  face  of 
man,”  than  he.  No  one  hefitated 
lefs  in  fpeaking  bold  truths,  or  avow¬ 
ing  obnoxious  opinions.  His  cou¬ 


rage  was  equally  paflive  and  affive. 
He  was  prepared  to  make  every  fa- 
crifice  that  a  regard  to  drift  veracity, 
or  rigorous  duty,  could  enjoin  ;  and 
it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  had  he 
lived  in  an  age  when  affecting  his  ci¬ 
vil  and  religious  rights  would  have 
fubjected  him  to  martyrdom,  not  a 
more  willing  martyr  would  ever 
have  afcended  the  fcaffold,  or  em¬ 
braced  the  flake. 

“  The  rcfolute  temper  of  Mr. 
Howard  difplayed  itfelf  in  a  certain 
peremptorinefs,  which,  when  he  had 
once  determined,  rendered  him  un¬ 
yielding  to  perfuafion  or  diffuafion, 
and  urged  him  on  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  his  purpofe,  regardlefs  of  ob- 
ftacles.  He  expected  prompt  obe¬ 
dience  in  thofe  from  whom  he  had 
a  right  to  require  it,  and  was  not  a 
man  to  be  treated  with  negligence 
and  inattention.  He  was,  however, 
extremely  considerate,  and  fuificient- 
iy  indulgent  to  human  frailties;  and 
a  good-will  to  pleafe  him  could 
fcarcely  fail  of  its  effech  That  his 
commands  were  reasonable,  and  his 
expectations  moderate,  may  be  infer¬ 
red  from  the  long  continuance  of 
mod:  of  his  fervants  with  him,  and 
his  Ready  attachment  to  many  of 
thofe  whom  he  employed.  His 
means  of  enforcing  compliance  were 
chiefly  rewards  ;  and  the  witholding 
them  was  his  method  of  fnowing  dif- 
pleafure  q. 

u  The  fnirit  of  independence  by 
v  .  which 


**  -j-  The  following  charadlcriflic  anecdote  was  communicated  to  me  by  a  gentleman 
who  travelled  in  a  chaife  with  him  from  Lancafhire  to  London  in  1777  :  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  obferved,  that  he  had  found  few  things  more  difficult  to  manage  than  poft-chaife 
drivers,  who  would  feldom  comply  with  his  wi-fhes  of  going  flow  or  faff,  till  he  adopt¬ 
ed  the  fol  owing  method.  At  the  end  of  a  flage,  when  the  driver  had  been  perverfe, 
he  defired  the  landlord  to  fend  for  fome  poor  induftrious  widow,  or  other  proper  oD- 
jedl  of  charity,  and  to  introduce  fuch  perfon  and  the.  driver  together.  He  then  paiy 
the  latter  his  tare,  and  cold  him,  that  as  he  had  not  thought  proper  to  attend  to  his 
repeated  requefts  as  to  the  manner  of  being  driven,  he  fhuuld  not  make  him  any  pre- 
fent ;  but,  t«  (how  him  that  he  did  not  withold  it  out  of  a  principle  of  parfimony, 
he  would  give  the  poor  perfon  prefent  double  the  fum  ufually  given  to  a  pofliiion. 
This  he  did,  and  difmiffgd  the  parties.  He  had  not  long  pradlifed  this  mode,  belaid, 

before  he  experienced  the  good  effects  of  it  on  all  the  roads  where  he  was  known.  ; 
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rhich  he  was  ever  diftinguifhed,  had 
1  him  the  only  foundation  to  Be  re¬ 
ed  on,  moderate  detires.  Perfectly 
ontented  with  the  competence 
/hich  Providenc  had  beflowed  on 
im,  he  never  had  a  thought  of  in- 
reafing it;  and, even  when  in  a  fltu- 
tion  to  expert  a  family,  he  made  it 
.  rule  with  himfelf  to  lay  up  no 
»art  of  his  annual  income,  hutto  ex- 
>end  in  fome  ufeful  or  benevolent 
cheme  the  fuperfluity  of  the  yea^x 
^eft  this  fhould  be  converted  into  a 
:harge  of  careleflhefs  in  providing 
or  his  own,  it  may  be  proper  to 
nention,  that  he  had  the  beft- 
rrounded  expedfations,  that  any  chil- 
Iren  he  might  have,  would  largely 
partake  of  the,  wealth  of  their  rela¬ 
tions.  Thus  he  preferved  his  heart 
Prom  that  contamination,  which  (tak¬ 
ing  in  the  whole  of  life)  is  perhaps 
the  difeafe  molt  frequently  attendant 
on  a  ffate  of  profperity, — the  luji  of 
proving  rich  ;  a  paflion,  which  is  too 
often  found  to  fwallow  up  liberality, 
public  fpirit-,  and,  at  laft,  that  inde¬ 
pendency,  which  it  is  the  beft  ufe  of 
wealth  tufecure.  By  this  temper  of 
mind  he  was  elevated  to  an  immea- 
furable  difiance  above  every  thing 
mean  and  fordid  ;  and  in  all  his 
tran factions  he  difplayed  a  fpirit  of 
honour  and  generofity,  that  might 
become  the  “  blood  of  ihe  Howards” 
when  flowing  in  its  noblelt  chan¬ 
nels. 

“  Had  Mr.  Howard  been  lefs 
provided  with  the  goods  of  fortune, 


his  independency  would  have  found 

arelource  in  the fewnrfs  of  his  wants  ; 

and  it  was  an  ineflimable  advantage 
*  ^ 

which  he  brought  to  his  great  work, 
an  advantage  perhaps  more  uncom¬ 
mon  in  this  country  than  any  of 
thofe  already  mentioned,  that  he 
pofleifed  a  command  over  all  corpo¬ 
real  appetites  and  habitudes,  not  lefs 
perfedf  than  that  of  any  ancient  phi¬ 
losopher,  or  modern  afcetic.  The 
ftridf  regimen  of  diet  which  he  had 
adopted  early  in  life  from  motives  of 
health,  he  afterwards  perfevered  in 
through  choice,  and  even  extended 
its  rigour,  fo  as  to  rejedf  all  thofe  in¬ 
dulgences  which  even  the  moft  tem¬ 
perate  conflder  as  neceflary  for  the 
prefer vation  of  their  flrength  and  vi¬ 
gour.  Animal  foods,  and  ferment¬ 
ed  and  fpirituous  drinks,  he  utterly 
difearded  from  his  diet.  W ater  and 
the  plained  vegetables  fufficed  him. 
Milk,  tea,  butter,  and  fruit,  were  his 
luxuries  ;  and  he  was  equally  fpar- 
ing  in  the  quantity  of  food,  and  in- 
diffeient  as  to  the  ftated  times  of 
taking  it.  Thus  he  found  his  wants 
fupplied  in  almoft  every  place  where 
man  exifted,  and  was  as  well  provid¬ 
ed  in  the  pofadas  of  Spain  and  cara- 
vanferas  of  Turkey,  as  in  the  inns 
and  hotels  of  England  and  France. 
W ater  was  one  of  his  principal 
neceflaries,  for  he  wras  a  very  Muf- 
fulman  in  his  ablutions ;  and  if 
nicety  or  delicacy  had  place  with  him 
in  any  refpedt,  it  was  in  the  perfect 
cleanlinefs  of  his  wholq  perfon.  He 


“  A  more  extraordinary  iriftance  of  his  dettrm  died  fpirit  has  been  related  to  me. 
Travelling  once  in  the  king  of  Prufiiaks  dominions,  he  came  to  a  very  narrow  piece  of 
road,  admitting  only  one  carriage,  where  it  was  enjoined  on  ail  poftilions  entering  at 
each  end,  to  blow  their  horns  by  way  of  notice.  He  did  fo  ;  but,  after  proceed  ng  a  good 
way,  they  met  a  courier  travelling  on  the  king’s  bulinefs,  who  had  negledied  this  pre¬ 
caution.  The  courier  ordered  Mr.  Howard’s poftilion  to  turn  back;  but  Mr.  Howard 
remonftrated  that  he  had  complied  with  the  rule,  while  the  other  had  violated  it ;  and 
therefore  that  he  ftioukd  infill  on  going  forwards.  The  courier,  relying  on  an  author¬ 
ity  to  which,  in  that  country,  every  thing  mu  f  give  way,  made  ufe  of  high  words, 
but  in  vain.  As  neither  was  difpo/ed  to  yield,  they  fat  Hill  a  long  time  in  their  re- 
fpedlive  carriages  ;  at  length  the  courier  gave  up  the  point  to  the  fiurdy  Englifhman, 
yvhp  would  on  no  account  renounce  hk  rights.'' 
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was  equally  tolerant  of  heart,  cold, 
and  all  the  viciffrtudes  of  climate  ; 
and,  what  is  more  wonderful,  not 
even  fieep  feemed  neceffary  to  him, 
at  leaf!  at  thofe  returns  and  in  thofe 
proportions  in  which  mankind  in  ge¬ 
neral  expert  it.  How  well  he  was 
capable  of  enduring  fatigue,  the  a- 
mazing  journies  he  took  by  all  modes 
of  conveyance,  without  any  intervals 
of  what  might  be  called  repofe  (fince 
his  only  baking  places  were  his  pro¬ 
per  fcenes  of  action),  abundantly  te¬ 
stify.  In  fliort,-  no  human  body  was 
probably  ever  more  perfectly  the 
fervant  of  the  mind  by  which  it  was 
actuated  ;  and  all  the  efforts  of  the 
ftrongeft  confutation,  not  inured  to 
habits  of  felf-denial,  and  moral  as 
well  as  corporeal  exercile,  would  have 
been  unequal  to  his  exertions  f. 

“  With  refpebt  to  the  character 
of  his  underftanding,  that,  too,  was 
as  happily  adapted  to  the  great  bufi- 
nefs  in  which  he  engaged.  He  had 
not,  in  a  high  degree,  that  extenfive 
eomprehenfion,  that  faculty  of  gene¬ 
ralizing,  which  is  faid  to  diftinguifh 
the  man  of  genius,  but  which,  with¬ 
out  a  previous  collcbtion  of  authen¬ 
tic  materials,  is  ever  apt  to  lead  into 


erroneous  fpeculations.  He  was  ra* 
ther  a  man  of  detail ;  of  laborious 
accuracy  and  minute  examination  ; 
and  therefore  he  had  the  proper  qua¬ 
lities  for  one  who  was  to  lead  the 
wav  in  refe arches  where  all  was  igno- 
ranee,  confufion,  and  local  cuftomj 
Who  but  fuch  a  man  could  have  col-: 
leHed  a  body  of  information,  which 
has  made  even  profeflional  men  acq 
quainted  with  interefting  fa£ts  that 
they  never  before  knew  ;  and  has 
given  the  Englifh  reader  a  more  ex* 
a£l  knowledge  of  practices  followed 
in  Ruffia  and  Spain,  than  he  before 
had  of  thole  in  his  own  country  ?• 
This  minutenefs  of  detail  was  what 
he  ever  regarded  as  his  peculiar  pro¬ 
vince.  As  he  was  of  all  men  the, 
moll  model!  eftimator  of  his  own 
abilities,  he  was  ufed  to  fay,  “  I  am 
the  plodder ,  who  goes  about  to  col- 
left  materials  for  men  of  genius  to, 
make  ufe  of.”  Let  thofe  who  look; 
with  faftidioufnefs  upon  long  tables: 
of  rules  and  orders,  and  meafure-i 
ments  of  cells  and  work-rooms,  givq; 
en  in  feet  and  inches,  confider,  that 
when  a  fcheme  is  brought  into  prac-i 
tice,  thefe  fmall  circumftances  mvji 
have  their  place  ;  and  that  the  moll! 


4‘  t  The  following  account  of  his  mode  of  travelling,  communicated  to  me  by  a 
gentleman  in  Dublin,  who  had  much  free  converfation  with  him,  and  the  fubftance  o| 
which  I  well  recoiled!  to  have  head  from  himfeif,  will,  I  doubt  not,  prove  interefting, f 
*  When  he  travelled  in  England  or  Ireland,  it  was  generally  on  horfeback,  and  he  rode] 
about  forty  Ettglifh  ra  les  a  day.  tie  was  never  at  a  lofs  for  an  inn.  When  in  Ire¬ 
land,  or  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  he  ufed  to  ftop  at  one  of  the  poor  cabins  that  flick  ’ 
up  a  rag  by  way  of  fign,  and  get  a  little  milk.  When  he  c  ame  to  the  town  he  was  to| 
fieep  at,  he  befpoke  a  lupptr,  with  wine  and  beer,  like  another  traveller,  but  made  his 
man  attend  him,  and  take  it  away,  whilft  he  was  preparing  his  bread  and  milk.  He 
always  paid  the  waiter  s,  poftilions,  &c.  liberally,  becaufe  he"  would  have  no  difeontent 
or  difpute,  nor  fuffer  his  fpirits  to  he  agitated  for  fuch  a  matter  ;  laying,  that  in  a 
journey  that  might  coft  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  addir 
tion  was  not  worth  wh inking  about.  When  he  travelled  on  the  continent,  he  ufualiy 
went  poll  in  his  own  thaife,  which  was  a  German  one  that  he  bought  for  the  purpofe. 
He  never  flopped  till  he  came  to  the  town  he  meant  to  vifit,  but  travelled  all  night, if 
necefTary  ;  and  from  habit  could  fieep  very  well  in  the  chaife  tor  fevera!  nights  together.! 
Irt  the  laft  tour  but  one  he  travelled  twenty  days  and  nights  together  without  going! 
to  bed,  and  found  no  inconvenience  from  it.  He  ufed  to  carry  with  him  a  fmall  tea-1' 
kettle,  fome  cup-,  a  little  pot  c  f  fvveet  neats,  and  a  few  loaves.  At  the  poft-houfe  he 
could  set  his  water  boiled,  fend  out  fa;  milk,  and  make  his  repaft,  while  his  man  went 
to  the  auberge.”  “ 

inge- 


PORTRAIT  of  Mr.  HOWARD. 


genious  plans  often  fail  in  their  ex- 
ution  for  want  of  adjuftment  in  the 
cer  parts.  Perhaps  even  the  great 
rederic  of  Pruflia  was  more  indebt- 
l  for  fuccefs  to  the  exaftnefs  of  his 
fpolitions  in  every  minute  particu- 
r  connected  with  praftice,  than  to 
:ep  and  fublime  views  of  general 
'inciple. 

“  From  a  limtlar  call  of  mind, 
[r.  Howard  was  a  friend  to  fubor- 
nation,  and  all  the  decorums  of  re- 
alar  fociety  ;  nor  did  he  diflike  vi- 
irous  exertions  of  civil  authority, 
hen  directed  to  laudable  purpofes. 
[e  interfered  little  in  difputes  rela¬ 
ve  to  the  theory  of  government ; 
at  was  contented  to  take  fyllems  of 
•vereignty  as  he  found  them  ella- 
lilhed  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
tisfied  with  prompting  fuch  an  ap- 
lication  of  their  powers  as  might 
romote  the  welfare  of  the  refpeftive 
immunities.  A  (late  of  imprifon- 
lent  being  that  in  which  the  rights 
f  men  are,  in  great  part,  at  leaft  fuf- 
ended,itwas  natural  that  his  thoughts 
lould  be  more  converfant  with  a 
eople  as  the  fubjefts,  than  as  the 
>urce,  of  authority.  Yet  he  well 
new,  and  properly  valued,  the  in- 
(limable  blefiings  of  political  free- 
om,  as  oppofed  to  defpotifm ;  and, 
mongthe  nations  of  Europe,  he  con- 
dered  the  Dutch  and  Swifsas  afford- , 
lg  the  bell  examples  of  a  llrift  and 
teady  police,  condufted  upon  prin- 
tplesof  equity  and  humanity.  To  the 
ha  rafter  of  the  Dutch  he  was,  bl¬ 
eed,  peculiarly  partial  ;  and  fre- 
uently  afferted,  that  he  fliould  pre- 
•r  Holland  for  his  place  of  refidence, 

)  any  other  foreign  country.  I  can 
dd,  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
Ir.  Howard  was  one  of  thole  who 
in  the  language  of  the  great  lord 
Chatham)  “  rejoiced  that  America 
ad  relifted,”  and  triumphed  in  her 
nal  fuccefs  ;  that  he  was  principal- 
J  attached  to  the  popular  part  of  our 
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conflitution  ;  and  that  in  his  own 
county  he  dillinguilhed  himfelf  him- 
felf  by  a  fpirited  oppofition  to  ariffo- 
cratical  influence. 

“  His  peculiar  habits  of  life,  and 
the  exclulive  attention  he  bellowed 
in  his  latter  years  on  a  few  objefts, 
caufed  him  to  appear  more  averfe  to 
fociety  than  I  think  he  really  was  ; 
and  it  has  been  mentioned  as  an  un¬ 
fortunate  circumflance,  that  his  Ihy- 
nefs  and  referve  frequently  kept  him 
out  of  the  way  of  perfons  from  whom 
he  might  have  derived  much  ufeful 
information.  But  it  is  vain  to  delire 
things  incompatible.  Mr.  Howard 
can  fcarcely  be  denied  to  have  cho- 
fen  the  bell  way,  upon  the  whole,  of 
condufting  his  enquiries  ;  and  if  he 
had  been  a  more  companionable  man, 
more  ready  to  indulge  his  own  curi- 
ofity,  and  gratify  that  of  others,  he 
would  no  longer  have  pofleffed  one 
of  the  chief  advantages  he  brought 
to  his  great  work.  Yet  while  he  af- 
liduoufly  Ihunned  all  engagements 
which  would  have  involved  him  in 
the  forms  and  diflipation  of  fociety, 
h'e  was  by  no  means  difinclined  to  en¬ 
ter  into  converfations  on  his  particu¬ 
lar  topics ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
often  extremely  communicative,  and 
would  enliven  a  fmall  circle  with  the 
moll  entertaining  relations  of  his  tra¬ 
vels  and  adventures. 

“  Mr.  Howard  had  in  a  high  de¬ 
gree  that  refpeftful  attention  to  the 
female  ft  x  which  fo  muchcharafteri- 
fes  the  gentleman.  Perhaps,  indeed, 
I  may  here  be  referring  to  rules  of 
politenefs  which  no  longer  ^xill.  But 
he  was  as  thoroughly  imprefled  with 
the  maxim  of  place  aux  dames  as  any 
Frenchman,  though  without  the 
Brain  of  light  and  complimentary 
gallantry  which  has  accompanied  it 
in  the  individuals  of  that  nation. 
Flis  was  a  more  ferious  fehtiment, 
connefted  with  the  uniform  practice 
of  giving  up  his  own  eafeand  acom- 

moda- 
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modatian,  for  the  fake  of  doing  a 
real  kindnefs  to  any  female  of  decent 
charadter.  It  is  excellently  illuftrat- 
ed  by  an  anecdote  related  in  a  maga¬ 
zine,  by  a  perfon,  who  chanced  to 
fail  with  him  in  the  packet  from 
Holyhead  to  Dublin,  when,  the  vef- 
fel  being  much  crowded,  Mr.  Howard 
refigned  his  bed.  to  a  fervant-maid, 
and  took  up  with  the  cabin  floor 
for  himfelf.  It  is  likewife  difplayed 
throughout  his  works,  by  the  warmth 
with  which  he  always  cenfures  the 
practice  of  putting  female  prifoners 
in  irons,  and  expofing  them  to  any 
harfh  and  indelicate  treatment.  He 
was  fond  of  nothing  fo  much  as  the 
converfation  of  women  of  education 
and  cultivated  manners,  and  ftudied 
to  attach  them  by  little  elegant  pre- 
fents,  and  other  marks  of  attention. 
Indeed,  his  foft  tones  of  voice,  and 
gentlenefs  of  demeanour,  might  be 
thought  to  approach  fomewhat  to  the 
effeminate,  and  would  furprife  thofe 
who  had  known  him  only  by  the  en¬ 
ergy  of  his  exertions.  In  his  judg¬ 
ment  of  female  character,  it  was  ma- 
nifeft  that  the  idea  of  his  loft  Harriet 
was  the  ftandard  of  excellence ;  and, 
if  ever  he  had  married  again,  a  re- 
femblance  to  her  would  have  been 
the  principal  motive  of  his  choice.  I 
recollect  to  this  purpofe  a  lingular 
anecdote,  which  he  related  to  us  on  his 
return  from  one  of  his  tours.  In  going 
from  one  town  in  Holland  to  another 
in  the  common  paffage  boat,  he  was 
_  placed  near  an  elderly  gentleman, 
who  had  in  company  a  young  lady 
of  a  moft  engaging  manner  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  very  ftrongly  re¬ 
minded  him  of  his  Harriet.  He  was 
fo  much  ftruck  with  her,  that,  on  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  place  of  deftination,  he 
eaufed hisfervant  to  follow  them.  It 
was  not  without  fome  difappointment 
that  he  learned,  that  the  old  gentle¬ 
man  was  an  eminent  merchant,  and 
the  young  lady, — bis  wife. 


Mr.  HOWARD. 

\ 

“  Mr.  Howard’s  predilection  fod 
female  fociety,  was  in  part  a  qonfe- 
quence  of  his  abhorrence  of  every 
thing  grofs  and  licentious.  His  own 
language  and  manners" were  invaria-j 
bly  pure  and  delicate  ;  and  the  free¬ 
doms  which  pafs  uncenfured  or  ever 
applauded  in  the  promifeuous  com¬ 
panies  of  men,  would  have  affedtec 
him  with  fenfations  of  difguft.  Foi 
a  perlon  poffeffed  of  fuch  feelings,  td 
have  brought  himfelf  to  fubmit  tc 
fuch  frequent  communication  with 
the  moft  abandoned  of  mankind 
was  perhaps  agreater  triumph  of  duh 
over  inclination  than  any  other  In- 
obtained  in  the  profecution  of  hi 
deflgns.  Yet  the  nature  of  his  er 
rand  to  prifons  probably  infpired  avvi, 
ana  refpedt  in  the  moft  diffolute 
and  I  think  he  has  recorded,  that  In 
never  met  with  a  fingle  infult  fronj 
the  prifoners  in  any  of  the  gaols  h 
vifited. 

u  As. Mr.  Howard  was  fo  eminent 
ly  a  religious  charadler,  it  may  b 
expedled  that  fomewhat  more  fhouF 
be  faid  of  the  peculiar  tenets  h 
adopted.  But,  beftdes  that  this  wa 
a  topic  which  did  not  enter  into  ou 
converfations,  I  confefs,  I  do  nc 
perceive  how  his  general  plan  of  con 
du 61  was  likely  to  be  influenced  b 
any  peculiarity  of  that  kind.  Th] 
principle  of  religious  duty,  which  i 
nearly  the  fame  in  all  fyftems,  an 
differs  rather  in  ftrength  than  in  kin 
in  different perfons,  is  furely  fufticiei| 
to  account  for  all  that  he  did  and  urj 
derwent  in  promoting  the  good  c 
mankind,  by  modes  which  Provi 
dence  feemed  to  place  before  him 
It  has  been  fuggefted,  that  he  waj 
much  under  the  influence  of  the  doc 
trine  of  predeftination  ;  and  I  kno\ 
not  what  of  Jlernnefs  has  been  attr 
buted  to  him  as  its  natural  confe 
quence.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  un¬ 
able  to  difeover  in  what  thofe  notion 
of  Providence,  general  and  partici ) 
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(ar,  which  make  part  of  the  profeffion 
of  all  religions,  differeffentinllv  from 
the  opinions  ot  the  predeftinarians  ; 
and,  from  manifold  obfervation,  I  ■ 
am  certain,  that  the  reception  of  the 
doctrine  of  predeftination,  as  an  ar¬ 
ticle  of  belief,  does  not  neceffarily 
imply  thofe  practical  confluences 
which  might  feem  deducible  from  it. 
The  language,  at  lead,  of  our  lower 
daffies  of  people  is  almoft  univerfally 
founded  upon  it  ;  but  when  one  of 
them  dies  of  an  infectious  difeafe, 
notwithstanding  the  by  handers  all 
fpeak  of  the  event  as  fated  and  ine¬ 
vitable,  yet  each,  for  himfelf,  does 
not  the  lefs  avoid  the  infection,  or 
thelefs  recur  to  medical  aid,  if  attack¬ 
ed  by  it.  With  refpeCt  to  Mr.  How¬ 
ard,  he  never  feemed  to  adopt  the 
idea  that  he  was  moved  by  an  irre- 
fiftible  impulfe  to  his  defigns  ;  tor 
they  were  the  fubjeCf  of  Inch  thought 
and  difcufiion  :  nor  did  he  confront 
dangers  becaufe  he  had  a  perfuafion 
that  he  thould  be  preferred  from 
their  natural  confequenc.es,  but  be¬ 
caufe  he  was  elevated  above  them. 
This  fentiment  he  has  himfelf  more 
than  once  expreffed  in  print ;  and 
furely  none  could  be  either  more  ra¬ 
tional,  or  more  adequate  to  the 
effeCts  produced.  “  Being  in  the 
way  of  my  duty  (fays  he),  I  fear 
no  evil.”  I  may  venture  to  affirm, 
that  thofe  of  the  medical  profeffion, 
whofe  fearleflnefs  is  not  merely  the 
refult  of  habit,  muff  reafon  uoon  the 
fame  principle,  when  they  calmly  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  fimilar  hazards. 
They,  for  the  moft  part,  ufe  no  pre- 
cautions'againft  contagion :  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  d  d ufe  fome  ;  though  their  effeCts 
were  probably  trifling  compared  with 
that  of  his  habitual  tempeiance  and 
cleanlinefs,  and  his  untroubled  fere- 
nity  of  mind.  On  the  whole,  his  re¬ 
ligious  confidence  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  of  a  nature  different  from 
that  of  other  pious-men  \  but  to  be 


fo  fteadily  and  uniformly  under  its 
influence,  and  to  be  elevated  by  it  to 
fuch  a  fuperiority  to  all  worldly  confi- 
derations,  can  be  the  lot  of  none  but 
thbfe  who  have  formed  early  habits 
of  referring  every  thing  to  the  divine 
will,  and  of  fixing  all  their  views  on 
futurity. 

“From  Mr.  Howard’s  connections 
with  thofe  feCts  who  have  ever  fhewn 
a  particular  abhorrence  of  the  frauds 
and  fu perditions  of  popery,  it  might 
be  fuppofed,  that  he  would  look  with 
a  prejudiced  eye  on  the  profeflors  and 
minifters  of  that  perfuafion.  But 
fuch  was  his  veneration  of  true  vital 
religion,  that  he  was  as  ready  to  pay 
it  honour  when  he  met  with  it  in  the 
habit  of  a  monk ,  as  under  the  garb 
of  a  teacher :  and  throughout  his 
works,  as  well  as  in  converfation,  he 
ever  dwelt  with  great  complacency 
on  the  pure  zeal  for  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  genuine  Chriftian  charity, 
which  he  frequently  difcovered  a* 
mong  the  Roman  catholic  clergy, 
both  regular  and  fecular.  He  was 
no  friend  to  that  hafty  diffolution  of 
convents  and  monafteries  which 
formed  part  of  the  multifarious  re¬ 
forms  of  the  late  emperor  of  Germa¬ 
ny.  He  pitied  the  aged  inmates, 
male  and  female,  of  thefe  quiet  a- 
bodes,  who  were  driven  from  their 
beloved  retreats  into  the  wide  world, 
with  a  very  (lender  and  often  ill  paid 
pittance  for  their  fupport.  “  Why 
might  not  they  (he  would  fay)  be 
buffered  gradually  to  die  away,  and 
be  tranfplanted  from  one  religious 
houfe  to  another  as  their  numbers 
lefficned  ?”  T hofe  orders  which  make 
it  the  great  duty  of  their  profeffion 
to  attend  with  the  kindeft  affiduitv 
upon  the  fick  and  imprifoned,  and 
who  therefore  came  continually  with¬ 
in  his  notice,  feemed  to  conciliate  his 
good-will  to  the  whole  fraternity;  and 
thevirtuesof  order,  decency,  fobrie- 
ty,  and  charity,  fo  much  akin  to  his 
6  own. 
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own,  naturally  inclined  him  to  a  kind 
of  fellowfhip  with  them.  He  rigo- 
roufly,  however,  abflained  from  any 
compliances  with  their  worfhip 
which  he  thought  unlawful  ;  and 
gave  them  his  efteem  as  men,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  difpofition  to  concur 
with  them  as  theologians. 

“  Such  were  the  great  lines  of 
Mr.  Howard’s  character  ; — lines 
Arongly  marked,  and  fufficient  to 
difcriminate  him  from  any  of  thofe 
who  have  appeared  in  a  part  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  his  own  on  the  thea¬ 
tre  of  the  world.  The  union  of 
qualities  which  fo  peculiarly  fitted 
him  for  the  poll  he  undertook,  is  not 
likely,  in  our  age,  again  to  take 
place ;  yet  different  combinations 


may  be  employed  to  effect  the  fame 
purpofes  ;  and,  with  refpedt  to  the; 
objedts  of  police  and  humanity  con¬ 
cerning  which  he  occupied  himfelf* 
the  information  he  has  collected  will 
render  the  repetition  of  labours  like 
his  unnecdTary.  To  propofe  as  a] 
model,  a  character  marked  with  fuch 
Angularities,  and,  no  doubt,  with 
fome  foibles,  would  be  equally  yain 
and  injudicious  ;  but  his  firm  attach-', 
ment  to  principle,  high  fenfe  of  ho¬ 
nour,  pure  benevolence,  unfnaken 
conftancy,  and  indefatigable  perfeve- 
ranee,  may  properly  be  held  up  to 
the  view  of  all  perfons  occupying 
important  Rations,  or  engaged  in 
ufeful  enterprises,  as  qualities  not 
lefs  to  be  imitated,  than  admired.’ ’ 
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[From  the  Memoirs  of  the  late  Reverend  John  Wesley.  With  a  Re¬ 
view  of  his  Life  and  Writings,  &c.  by  John  Hampson,  A.  B.J 


“  ^T'HE  figure  of  Mr.  Wefley  was 
Jf_  remark  able.  His  flat u re  was 
of  the  loweft  :  his  habit  of  body  in 
every  period  of  life,  the  reverie  of 
corpulent, v and  exprelfive  of  ftridl 
temperance,  and  continual  exercife ; 
and  notwithftanding  his  finall  fize,  his 
Rep  was  firm,  and  his  appearance,  tilt 
within  a  few  years  of  his  death,  vi¬ 
gorous  and  mufcular.  His  face,  for 
an  old  man,  was  one  of  the  finefl  we 
have  feen.  A  clear,  fmooth  fore¬ 
head,  an  aquiline  nofe,  an  eye  the 
brighteft  and  the  mod  piercing  that 
can  be  conceived,  and  a  frelhnefs  of 
completion,  fcarcely  ever  to  be  found 
at  his  years,  and  impreffive  of  the 
moll  perfet  health,  confpire  to  ren¬ 
der  him  a  venerable  and  interefting 
figure.  Few  have  feen  him,  with¬ 
out  being  {truck  with  his  appear¬ 


ance  :  and  many,  who  had  been 
greatly  prejudiced  againfl  him,  have 
been  known  to  change  their  opinion, 
the  moment  they  were  introduced  in¬ 
to  his  prefence.  In  his  countenance 
and  demeanour,  there  was  a  chear- 
fulnefs  mingled  with  gravity;  a 
fprightlinefs,  which  was  a  natural 
refult  of  an  unufual  flow  of  fpirits, 
and  was  yet  accompanied  with  every 
mark  of  the  mod  ferene  tranquility. 
His  afpedt  particularly  in  profile, 
had  a  ftrong  character  of  acutenefs 
and  penetration. 

“  In  drefs,  he  was  a  pattern  of 
neatnefs  and  fimplicity.  A  narrow, 
plaited  flock,  a  coat  with  a  Ymall 
upright  collar,  no  buckles  at  his 
knees,  no  iilk  or  velvet  in  any  part 
of  his  apparel,  and  a  head  as  white 
as  fnow,  gave  an  idea  of  fomething 

primi- 
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imitive  and  apoftolical  :  while  an 
r  of  neatnefs  and  cleanlinefs  was 
ffufed  over  his  whole  perfon. 

“  His  rank,  as  a  preacher,  is  pret- 
generally  underftood.  His  atti- 
de  in  the  pulpit  was  graceful  and 
fy  ;  his  acftion  calm  and  natural, 
t  pleating  and  expreflive:  his  voice 
)t  loud,  but  clear  and  manly  ;  his 
fit  neat,  fimple,  perfpicuous  :  and 
Imirably  adapted  to  the  capacity  of 
s  hearers. 

«  His  difcourfes,  in  point  of  com- 
>fition,  were  extremely  different, 

1  different  occafions.  When  he 
ive  himfelf  fufficient  time  for  ftu- 
ir,  he  fucceeded  ;  and  when  he  did 
3t,  he  frequently  failed.  A  clear 
:oof,  that  the  employments,  in 
hich  he  was  engaged,  were  too  nu- 
lerous,  and  the  oeconomy,  to  which 

2  gave  himfelf  up,  too  tedious  and 
linute,  for  a  man  who  generally  ap- 
sared  in  the  pulpit  twice  or  thrice 
•day.  We  have  frequently  heard 
im,  when  he  was  excellent  ;  acute 
ad  ingenious  in  his  obfervations, 
:curate  in  his  defcriptions,  and  clear 
ad  pointed  in  his  expolitions.  Not 
:!dom  however  have  we  found  him 
le  reverfe.  He  preached  too  fre- 
uently  ;  and  the  conlequence  was 
levitable.  On  fome  occafions,  the 


nan  of  fenfe  and  learning  was  total- 
mbfcured.  He  became  flat  and  in- 
pid.  His  obfervations  were  trite 
nd  common  ;  his  expolitions  of 
xipture  forced  and  unnatural,  and 
ie  whole  fubftance  of  his  fermons 
isjointed  and  out  of  courfe.  He  of 
-n  appeared  in  the  pulpit,  when  to- 
illy  exhaufted  with  labour  and  want 
f  reft:  for,  wherever  he  was,  he 
lade  it  a  point  to  preach,  if  he  could 
land  upon  his  legs.  Many,  have  re¬ 
parked,  that  when  he  fell  intoanec- 
ore  and  ftory-telling,  which  was  not 
detain,  his  difcourfes  were  little  to 
purpofe.  The  remark  is  true. 
Ve  have  fcarcely  ever  heard  from 


him  a  tolerable  fermon,  in  which  a 
ftory  was  introduced.  Whether  he 
obfervedthis  cuftom  in  his  youth,  we 
are  not  informed  ;  but  it  has  been 
generally  cOnlidered,  as  an  infirmity 
of  “  garrulous  old  age  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  familiar  with  the  facred, 
little  worthy  the  dignity  oi  the  pul¬ 
pit  ;  and  though  very  proper,  and 
perhaps  ufeful  in  common  life,  by  no 
means  fit  for  the  inftruftion  or  enter¬ 
tainment  of  a  judicious  audience. 

“  The  conftant  employment  of 
Mr.  Wefley,  in  writing  letters,  or 
compofing,or  viliting  the  lick, was  not 
the  only  reafon  he  fometimes  did  not 
fucceed  in  public.  He  feems  to  have 
thought  too  little  of  the  preparation, 
which,  in  an  extemporary  fpeaker,  is 
indifpenfibfy  neceffary.  He  regard¬ 
ed  the  general  difciplineand  cecono- 
my  of  the  focieties,  as  of  the  greateff 
moment  and  difficulty,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  exercife  of  his  mini  dry,  as  the  leaft 
arduous  part  of  his  office  :  and  he 
informs  us  in  one  place,  that  he  could 
“  preach  three  or  four  times  a  day, 
without  any  trouble  but  that  the 
care  of  the  focieties  was  a  burden  he 
could  “  fcarcely  bear.” 

“  Never  was  the  contrail  greater 
between  public  characters, _ than  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Wefiev  and  Mr. Whitfield, 
1  he  former,  when  he  was  himfelf, 
had  an  eafy  fluency  of  expreffion,  and 
an  addrefs  and  manner  particularly 
chafte  and  natural.  He  was  often 
logical  and  convincing,  and  fome¬ 
times  defer iptive  :  but  he  never  foar- 
ed  into  fublimity,  or  defeended  into 
the  pathetic.  His  ftyle  was  the  calm, 
equal  flow  of  a  placid  ft  ream,  gliding 
gentlv  within  it’s  bank?,  without  the 
leaft  ruffle  or  agitation  upon  its  fur- 
face.  The  eloquence  of  MrWVhite- 
fteld  was  was  oi  another  kind.  It 
was  more  various  ;  and  yet,  with  all 
its  variety,  in  him,  it  was  ftrictiy  na¬ 
tural.  He  was  a  preacher,  who  alter¬ 
nately  thundered  and  lightiied  upon 
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his  audience  :  now  Filin?  them  with 
terror,  and  now  touching  and  affect¬ 
ing  them  with  all  the  fofter  and  more 
pleating  emotions.  He  knew  how 
to  infpire  them  with  whatever  pallion 
he  was  defirous  to  call  forth  ;  and 
the  fmiles  or  tears  of  his  hearers  were 
equally  at  his  command.  Though 
not  fo  accurate  a  fpeaker  as  Mr. 
Wefley  ;  he  was  more  popular.  He 
had  a  louder  and  more  mu/ical  voice ; 
his  tones  were  more  varied  ;  his  ac¬ 
tion  much  more  diverfihed,  and  his 
whole  addrefs  in  public,  was  that  of 
a  matter  in  all  the  arts  of  populari¬ 
ty.  Mr.  Wefley  preached  to  the 
learned  ;  Mr.  Whitefreld  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  former  gave  more  fatisfac- 
tion  to  a  critical  hearer ;  but  the 
latter  was  a  greater  favorite  with  the 
public.  This  was  evident  in  their 
refpedtive  congregations.  Each  was 
accuftomed  to  the  largeft  affemblies 
in  the  nation :  but  the  difference  was 
confiderable.  Mr.  Whitefield’s  con¬ 
gregations  were  frequently  twenty 
or  thirty  thoufand  :  Mr.  Wefley ’s 
fcarcely  ever  amounted  to  one  third 
of  the  number. 

44  Many  have  reprefented  him  as 
a  man  of  flender  capacity  ;  but  cer¬ 
tainly  with  injuftice.  Of  the  futility 
of  fuch  representations,  his  writings, 
particularly  thofe  which  are  contro- 
verfial,  are  a  fufficient  proof.  To 
this  may  be  added,  the  office  he  fill¬ 
ed  with  fuch  diftindlion  at  Oxford, 
and  his  great  addrefs  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  people.  As  a  fcholar, 
he  was  certainly  refpeClable.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  Latin  and 
Greek  daffies ;  and  had  a  tolerable 
knowledge  of  the  Hebrew,  as  well  as 
of  French,  G  erman,  Spanifh,  and  Ita¬ 
lian.  He  had  ftudied  Euclid,  dur¬ 
ing  his  refidence  in  college,  and  had 
attended  with  a  good  deal  ofaffidui- 
ty  the  philofophic  le&ures.  In  phi- 
iofophy,  however,  he  was  a  fceptic. 
He  did  not  believe  in  any  fyftem. 


He  denied  the  calculations  of  th 
planetary  diftances,  and  the  pluralit 
of  worlds.  But  his  philofophic; 
knowledge  feems  to  have  been  rathe 
general,  than  profound  ;  and  in  hi 
anfwers  to  an  opponent  who  attack 
ed  him  in  the  papers  on  thefe  fub 
jedls,  we  difeover  no  deep  refearch 
no  acutenefs  ;  in  a  word,  nothin: 
that  can  incline  us  to  fuppofe,  h 
had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  ar 
guments,  for  or  againft  the  differen 
fyftems,  which  have  been  adduce: 
by  the  various  advocates,  or  that  h 
had  formed  any  new  arguments  c 
his  own. 

44  To  fuppofe  him  no  very  pro 
found  philofopher,  is  no  impreach 
ment  of  his  capacity.  We  have  ne 
ver  yet  found  a  man  who  excelled  ii 
every  thing  :  and  he  who  attempt 
every  thing,  muff  in  many  inftances 
be  fuperficial.  In  philofophical  en 
quiries,  a  minute  and  critical  atten 
tion,  frequent  repetition  of  experi 
ment  and  obfervation,  and  the  mof 
patient  fpiritof  inveftigation,  are  ab 
folutely  neceffary  to  diftinguifheij 
eminence  and  fuccefs  :  and  we  neei1 
not  fay,  that,  to  all  thefe,  the  geniu 
and  employments  of  Mr.  Welle; 
were  infuperably  averfe. 

44  As  a  writer,  he  certainly  polled 
ed  talents,  both  from  nature  and  edu; 
cation,  which  had  he  compofed  witli 
care,  and  allowed  himfelf  fufficien 
time,  could  fcarcely  fail  to  have  pro 
cured  him  a  confiderable  reputation 
But  writing,  as  he  did,  on  the  fpu 
of  particular  occafions,  he  often  dif 
miffed  his  pieces  in  a  crude,  impeded; 
ftate,  and  defedtive  in  accuracy  ant 
extent  of  information  ;  which,  in  th' 
prefent  ftate  of  knowledge,  canno 
be  difpenfed  with,  in  candidates  fo.j 
literary  fame. 

44  In  the  bloom  of  youth,  his  tali' 
feems  to  have  been  more  juft  and  dil . 
criminating  than  in  his  more  maturu 
aee  ;  whence  we  conclude,  that  ei 
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ter  the  company,  with  whom  he 
jnverfed,  or  the  books  which  he 
liefiy  read,  after  his  commencing 
inerant,  were  not  favourable  to  ele- 
mce  and  refinement.  We  have 
en  nothing  of  his,  equal  to  the 
anfhtions  of  Horace,  which  he 
rote  in  his  youth.  And  it  is  re- 
arkable,  that  his  EfTay  on  Tafle, 
id  his  Criticifms  on  Pope  and  Prior, 
lbliflied  in  the  Arminian  Maga- 
ne,  are  jejune,  trifling,  and  contra- 
dory. 

44  In  focial  life,  Mr.  Wefley  was 
rely  and  convertible  ;  and  of  ex- 
lifite  companionable  talents.  He 
id  been  much  accuftomed  to  focie- 
;  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
lies  of  good  breeding  ;  and,  in  ge- 
:ral,  perfectly  attentive  and  polite, 
he  abflradion  of  a  fcholar  did  not 
>pear  in  his  behaviour.  He  fpoke 
good  deal  in  company  :  and  as  he 
id  leen  much  of  the  world,  and,  in 
e  courfe  of  his  travels,  through  eve- 
corner  of  the  nation,  had  acquir- 
-  an  infinite  fund  of  anecdote  and 
Nervation,  he  was  not  fparing  in 
s  communications  ;  and  the  man- 
r  in  which  he  related  them,  was 
>  inconfiderable  addition  to  the  en- 
tainment  they  afforded. 

“  His  manner,  in  private  life, 
is  the  reverfe  of  cynical  or  forbid- 
ng.  It  was  fprightly  and  pkafant, 
the  lafl  degree  ;  and  prefented  a 
autiful  contrafl  to  the  auflere  de- 
rtment  of  many  of  his  preachers 
d  people,  who  feem  to  have  rank- 
laughter  among  the  mortal  fins, 
was  impoflible  to  be  long  in  his 
ppany,  without  partaking  his  hi- 
hy.  Neither  the  infirmities  of 
-?  nor  the  approach  of  death, 

1  any  apparent  influence'  on  his 
uners.  His  chearfulnefs  con¬ 
ned  to  the  lafl  ;  and  was  as  con- 

cuous  at  fourfcore,  as  at  one  and 
-nty. 

‘  A  remarkable  feature  in  Mr. 
1791, 


Wefley  *s  character,  was  his  placabi¬ 
lity.  His  temper  was  naturally 
warm  and  impetuous.  Religion  had, 
in  a  great  degree,  corrected  this  ; 
though  it  was  by  no  means  eradicat¬ 
ed.  Generally,  indeed,  he  preferved 
an  air  of  fedatenefs  and  tranquillity, 
which  formed  a  firiking  contrafl  to 
the  livelinefs,  fo  confpicuous  in  all 
his  aflions.  Perfecution  from  with¬ 
out,  he  bore  not  only  without  anger, 
but  without  the  leafl  apparent  emo¬ 
tion.  But  it  was  not  the  cafe  in  contefls 
of  another  kind.  Oppofition  from  his 
preachers  or  people  he  could  never 
brook.  His  authority  he  held  facred  ; 
and,  when  that  was  called  inqueflion, 
we  have  known  him  repeatedly  trauf- 
ported  into  a  high  degree  of  indigna¬ 
tion.  But  what  he  faid  of  himfelf 
was  flriftly  true.  He  had  a  great 
facility  in  forgiving  injuries.  Sub- 
miflion,  on  the  part  of  an  offender,- 
prefently  difarmed  his  refentment* 
and  he  would  treat  him  with  great 
kindnefs  and  cordiality.  If  he  ever 
deviated  from  this  amiable  conducT, 
we  afcribe  it  not  to  him.  It  was  fo¬ 
reign  to  himfe  f.  It  arofe  from  the 
mifreprefentations  of  fycophants,  by 
one  or  other  of  whom,  in  his  lat¬ 
ter  days,  he  was  perpetually  befieged. 

44  The  temperance  of  Mr.  Wefley 
was  extraordinary.  In  early  life* 
he  feems  to  have  carried  it  too  far. 
Whether  there  werefome  particular 
reafons,  in  his  cafe,  as  fome  have 
fuppofed,  from  warmth  of  conflitu- 
tion,  or  from  any  other  caufe,  which 
might  induce  him  to  think  it  necef- 
fary,  it  were  too  much,  without  pro¬ 
per  authority,  to  determine.  How¬ 
ever  this  may  be,  he  was  for  many 
years,  temperate  to  an  excefs.  Even 
Dryden’s  parifh  priefl  did  not  exceed 
him.  He  made  44  almofl  a  fin  ofab- 
flinence.” 

44  The  praflice  of  failing,  with 
other  inflances  of  felf-denial,  he  be¬ 
gan  at  college,  when  about  three  or 
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four  and  twenty.  And  as  old  men 
generally  retain  a  partiality  for  the 
tuftoms  of  youth,  fo  Mr.  WefLey, 
when  obliged,  for  the  fake  of  his 
health,  to  obferve  a  more  generous 
regimen,  did  not  fail  to  inculcate, 
both  in  public  and  private,  the  mod 
rigid  temperance.  An  ceconomy, 
Which  p.  llibly  might  fuit  fome  few 
tfonflitntions  ;  but,  to  the  majority 
of  mankind,  rouft  be  dangerous,  if 
not  fatal.  And  it  is  particularly  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  is  no  period  of  life, 
in  which  a  generous  diet  is  more  ne- 
eeflary,  than  when  the  body  is  ad¬ 
vancing  to  maturity. 

“  Among  other  things,  he  was 
particular  in  the  article  of  deep. 
One  of  his  maxims  was,  “  without 
fading  and  early  riling,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  grow  in  grace.”  With  furh 
views,  we  need  not  wonder,  that  he 
Was  fo  attentive  to  this  hiinfelf,  and 
fo  affiduous  and  peremptory  in  en¬ 
forcing  it  on  others.  His  notion  of 
deep  cannot  be  better  explained, 
than  in  his  own  words  : 

“  Healthy  men  require  a  little  a- 
bove  fix  hours,  deep;  healthy  wo¬ 
men  a  little  above  feven,  in  four  and 
twenty.  If  any  one  defires  to  know 
exactly  what  quantity  of  deep  his 
own  cortftitution  requires,  he  may 
Very  eafiiy  make  the  experiment 
which  I  made  about  lixty  rears  ago. 
I  then  waked  every  night  about 
twelve  or  one,  and  lay  awake  for 
Lome  time.  I  readily  concluded,  that 
this  arhfe  from  my  being  1'onger  in 
bed  than  nature  required.  To  be  fa- 
tisfied,  I  procured  an  alarum,  which 
waked  me  the  next  morning  at  feven 
(near  an  hour  earlier  than  I  rofe  the 
day  before)  yet  I  lay  awake  again 
at  night.  The  fecond  morning  I 
rofe  at  fix  ;  but'  notwithftanding 
this,  I  lay  awake  the  fecond  night. 
The  third  morning  I  i;ofe  at  five  ; 
out  neverthdeE,  1  lay  awake  the 
third  night.  The  fourth  morning 


I  rofe  at  four,  as,  by  the  grace 
God,  I  have  done  ever  knee.  A 
I  lay  awake  no  more.  And  I  do  : 
now  lie  awake,  taking  the  year  rou 
a  quaiter  of  an  hour  together  i 
month.  By  the  fame  experime 
riling  earlier  and  earlier  ev 
morning,  may'  any  one  find,  h 
much  deep  he  really  wants. ” 

11  Toward  the  clofe  of  life,  he 
laxed  a  little.  The  deep  he  1 
allowed  himfelf,  was  not  fufficiei 
fo  that  he  was  obliged,  after  dim 
to  take  a  nap  in  his  chair.  For  fo 
years  before  his  death,  he  lived, 
every  man  ought,  who  can  afford 
generoudy,  yet  temperately, 
took  two  or  three  gaffes  ofwineal 
dinner,  and  two  after  fupper  :  < 
eat  heartily,  and  with  a  good  ap 
tite.  We  much  doubt  whether 
ever  drank  a  pint  of  wine,  at  one 
ting,  in  his  whole  life:  and  this 
gularity  was  rewarded  with  fuel 
vigour  of  eonftitution,  as  fcarc 
any  one  has  known  but  himfelf.  i 
thirty-five  years  he  never  kept 
bed  one  day.  In  his  youth  indeed 
was  fnbjedl  to  the  tooth-ach,  and* 
his  iatteryears,tothecramp:  but, 
on  the  whole,  his  health  was  firm  j 
robuff,  to  the  utmoff  degree  that ; 
be  conceived.  Twice  or  thrict 
his  life,  in  conference.  of  fey 
colds,  and  excefiive  labour,  he 
luppofed  to  be  confumptive. 
had  aifo  two-  or  three  fevers ;  wljj 
however  feem  rather  to  havedrenj 
ened  than  impaired  his  conftituti 
By  a  violent  iliock  againfi:  the  pf 
mel  of  his  faddle,  he  contract* 
hydrocele,  for  which  he  under1, 
feveral  operations.  But,  in  Jf 
1775,  being  feized,  in  the  nort  * 
Ireland,  with  a  fevere  fever,  it  e  ; 
tually  cured  him  of  this  comply  0 

44  Perhaps  the  mpft  chart  j 
man  in  England,  was  Mr.  W® 
His  liberality  to  the  poor  kne  v 
bounds.  He  gave  away,  not  n  F 
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}y  a 'Certain  part  of  his  income,  but 
all  that  he  had.  His  own  neceffities 
provided  for,  he  devoted  all  the  reft 
to  the  neceffities  of  others.  This  is 
a  good  work,  in  which  he  engaged 
at  a  very  early  period.  In  the  fe- 
venth  volume  of  his  Sermons,  is  an 
account  of  the  charities  of  One  of 
the  firft  methodifts.  The  name  is 
not  mentioned  :  but  we  fuppofe  it 
to  be  fpoken  of  himfelf.  “  When 
he  had  thirty  pounds  a  year,  he  lived 
On  twenty-eight,  and  gave  away 
forty  fliillings.  The  next  year,  re¬ 
ceiving  fixty  pounds,  he  ftilJ  lived 
Oil  twenty-eight,  and  gave  away  two 
and  thirty.  The  third  year  he  re¬ 
ceived  ninety  pounds,  and  gave 
away  fixtv-two.  The  fourth  year, 
he  received  a  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds.  Still  he  lived  on  twenty- 
eight,  and  gave  to  the  poor  ninety- 
two.”  In  this  ratio  he  proceeded 
during  the  reft  of  his  lite  :  and  we 
are  perfuaded,  that,  upon  a  mode¬ 
rate  calculation,  he  gave  away,  in 
about  fifty  years,  twenty  or  thirty 
thoufand  pounds ;  which,  almoft 
any  other  than  himfelf,  would  have 
:aken  care  to  put  out  at  intereft, 
upon  good  fecurity.  Had  the  nio- 
ley  he  gave  away  fallen  into  the 
aands  of  fome  of  his  principal  fa¬ 
vourites,  and  were  they  to  live  as 
opg  as  he  did,  the  fum  would  cer- 
ainly  have  accumulated  to  lixty  or 
eventy  thoufand  pounds. 

“  Mr.  Wefley’s  charity  had  the 
ate,  in  fome  inftanc.es,  to  be  mifin- 
erpreted.  Some  years  ago,  appeared 
n  the  metropolis,  Erafmus,  biftiop 
»f  Crete.  His  epifcopal  character 
i  the  Greek  church,  was  authenti- 
ated  by  a  letter  from  the  patriarch 
f  Smyrna ;  who  added,  that  the 
-Urks  had  driven  him  from  his  fee, 

)r  baptizing  a  muffulman  into  the 
ffih  of  Chrift.  That  Mr.  Weiley’s 
flown  liberality  llioiild  induce  him 
>  be  kind  to  this  venerable  ftrsmger, 


it  is  eafy  to  conceive;  but  the  re¬ 
port,  circulated  in  the  Gofpel  Ma¬ 
gazine,  and  other  publications  of 
that  period,  that  forty  guineas  had 
been  offered  him  by  Mr.  Charles 
Wefley,  to  make  his  brother  a  bi- 
ftiop,  has  no  appearance  of  probabi¬ 
lity.  To  have  wifiled  for  fo  unfub- 
ftantial  a  thing  as  a  Greek  confecra- 
tion,  does  no  credit,  either  to  his 
head  or  his  heart ;  and  is  indeed  as 
little  likely,  as  the  affertion  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  reverend  gentleman,  that  no 
one  knew  “  whether  the  faid  biftiop 
“  was  a  pick-pocket,  or  a  wandering 
“  Jew,”  was  liberal  and  chriftian. 
But  fome  people  will  never  learn  to 
keep  within  the  bounds  of  decency* 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  feveral  of 
Mr.  Wefley ’s  preachers  were  ordain¬ 
ed  by  this  biftiop.  This  muft  have 
been  a  curious  ordination  :  and  when 
it  is  confidered,  that  neither  did  the 
bifhop  underhand  Englifh,  nor  his 
candidates  Greek,  we  may  prefume, 
that  the  examination,  and  the  reft  of 
the  ceremony,  on  that  occafion,  muft 
have  been  particularly  inftru&ive 
and  interfiling  1 

“  The  travels  of  Mr.  V/ efiey  were 
mediant ;  and  almoft  without  a  pi  e- 
cedent.  Brainerd,  the  miffionary  to 
the  American  Indians,  and  Xavier, 
the  apoftle  of  the  eaft,  feem  more 
nearly  to  have  refembled  him  in  this 

j 

inftance,  than  any  minifter  we  have 
heard  of,  in  ancient  or  modern 
times.  H  is  prodigious  labours,  with¬ 
out  great  piin&uality  and  care  in  the 
management  of  his  time,  had  been 
impoffible.  He  had  ftated  hours  for 
every  purpofe.  His  times  of  bufi- 
nef&and  relaxation,  were  not  fuffer- 
ed  to  interfere  with  each  other.  He 
retired  to  reft  between  nine  and  ten, 
and  rofe  feon  after  four :  and  no 
company,  no  converfation,  however 
pleafing ;  in  (hart,  nothing  hut  ftern 
neceffi ty  could  induce  him  to  relax. 
His  rules  were  like  the  laws  of  the 
Q  z  Medes 
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Medes  andPerfians,  abfolute  and  ir¬ 
revocable.  He  wrote,  he  travelled, 
he  vifited  the  tick,  he  did  every 
thing  in  certain  hours,  which  he  had 
prefcribed  for  himfelf :  and  thofe 
hours  were  inviolable. 

44  To  determine  the  precife  mea- 
fure  of  Mr.  W eflev’s  labours,  were 
too  much  to  attempt.  His  public  mi- 
nifti  ations  were  but  a  part  of  them  : 
but  from  thefe  we  may  form  fome 
conception  of  the  reft.  During  fifty- 
two  years,  he  generally  delivered 
two  fermons  a  day  ,*  very  frequently 
four  or  five.  Calculating  therefore, 
at  twice  a  day,  and  allowing  fifty  fer¬ 
mons  annually  for  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  which  is  the  loweft  computa¬ 
tion  that  can  be  made,  the  whole 
number,  in  fifty-two  years,  will  be 
forty  thoufand,  four  hundred  and 
fixty.  To  thefe  may  be  added  an 
infinite  number  of  exhortations  to 
the  focieties,  after  preaching,  and 


other  occafional  meetings  at  which 

O 


he  aflifted. 

44  In  his  younger  days,  he  travelled 
on  horfeback.  He  was  a  hard,  but 
tinlkilful  rider  ;  and  his  feat  was  as 
ungraceful,  as  it  appeared  uneafy. 
With  a  book  in  his  hand,  and  his 
hands  up  to  his  head,  he  frequently 
rode  from  fifty  to  fixty  or  feventy 
miles  a  day  :  and  from  a  ftrange  no¬ 
tion  he  had  taken  up,  of  riding  with 
the  bridle  on  his  horfe’s  neck,  marly 
were  the  tumbles  they  had  together. 
Of  h  is  travels,  the  lowed  calculation 
we  can  make,  is  four  thoufand  miles 
annually,  which,  in  fifty-two  years, 
will  give  two  hundred*  and  eight 
thoufand  miles.  An  almoft  incredi¬ 
ble  degree  of  labour  :  and  which  no¬ 
thing,  but  the  beft  conffitution,  in¬ 
formed  by  the  moil  active  fpirit, 
could  have  enabled  him  to  fupport ! 

44  Of  the  fatigue  of  writing  we  think 
not  fomuch.  In  origii  a!  compofi- 
tion,  there  is  a  pleafure,  which  none 
but  writers  know.  Had  he  indeed 


copied  the  books  he  abridged,  it 
Were  a  miferable  drudgery  1  But  he 
took  a  much  fhorter  method.  He 
juft  looked  over  his  author,  and 
drew  his  pen  acrofs  the  pafiages  he 
difapproved ;  and  this  with  fo  little 
accuracy,  that  he  frequently  left  fen- 
timents  diredtly  contrary  to  his'own 
principles. 

44  The  temper  of  Mr.  Wefley  was 
as  difinterefted,  fo  far  as  related  tc 
money,  as  it  was  charitable.  Every 
one  knows  the  apoftrophes  in  which, 
more  than  once,  he  addrefted  the 
public  on  this  fubjeCt  ,*  declaring, 
that  his  own  hands  fhould  be  his  ex'- 
ecu  tars  ;  that,  though  he  gained  af 
he  could  by  writing,  and  wafted  nol 
even  fo  much  as  a  fheet  of  paper; 
yet,  by  giving  all  he  could,  he  was 
effectually  preferved  from  laying  up 
44  treafures  upon  earth and  that, 
if  he  died  worth  above  ten  pounds, 
independent  of  his  books,  and  th< 
arrears  of  his  fellowfhip,  he  woulc 
give  the  world  leave  to  call  him  44 ; 


thief  and  a  robber.”  In  this,  as  al 

* 


who  knew  him  expedited,  he  ha, 
kept  his  word.  His  carriage  an 
horfes,  his  clothes,  and  a  few  trifle 
of  that  kind,  are  all,  his  books  ex 
cepted,  that  he  has  left.  The  valu 
of  the  books  may  be  eaftly  afcertair 
ed.  But  their  value  is  of  no  fort  ( 

'  confequence  ;  ft  nee  they  are  entire! 
left  to  the  conference ;  his  relatioi 
deriving  no  advantage  from  then 
except  a  rent  charge  of  eighty -fi 
pounds,  to  be  paid  to  his  brothei 
widow,  during  her  life.  If  he  ev( 
had  acquired  a  fortune  by  his  wi 
ings,,  we  fee  no  impropriety  .in 
As  things  are,  we  commend  his  d 
interefted  conduct.  Had’ they  be. 
otherwife,  we  ihould  hot  have  cc 
demned  him., 

44  Among  other  excellencies  of  IVj 
Wefley,  we  cannot  but  remark  (i 
’  general  moderation  of  his  controv 
fial  pieces.  Never  was  there  a  rno 

feu 
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currilous  race,  than  the  greater  part 
)f  his  antagonids.  Mr.  Church, 
md  a  Mr.  Thompfon,  with  perhaps 
me  or  two  more,  are  the  only  difpu- 
ants  he  engaged  with,  whopreferv- 
:d  the  temper  and  manners,  we  will 
lot  fay  of  chridians,  but  of  gentle- 
nen.  Confidering  the  illiberal  beha- 
riour  of  thefe  difciples  of  Zoilus, 
re  almofl  wonder  he  fhonld  have  ho- 
toured  them  with  a  reply.  The  lit- 
le  roughnefs  which  now  and  then 
ppears  in  his  writings,  wascertainly 
lothing,  in  comparifon  of  the  pro- 
ocation  ;  and,  for  the  mod  part, 
t’hen  he  “  fco urged  them  with 
rhips,  he  fliould  have  ladled  them 
vith  fcorpions.  ”  Whether  fond  of 
ontroverfy  or  not,  he  was  forced 
nto  it ;  and  what  he  faid  of  one, 
ras  tine  of  molt  of  his  opponents  : 

1  torquebis ,  ut  <vapules* ”  They 
sazed  him  into  debate;  and  he  ve- 
erally  difmifled  them  with  a  found 
rubbing. 

“  Mr.  Wefley  poffefled,  during  his 
/hole  life,  a  contempt  of  infidels 
nd  free-thinkers,  which  fome  may 
anceive,  bordered  aipon  afperity. 
nfidelity  was  frequently  the  fubjedt 
f  his  fatire.  In  converfation  and 
1  public,  he  delighted  to  attack  it; 
nd  many  of  his  remarks  were  lively 
nd  convincing.  But  his  oppofitiori, 
ow  and  then,  favoured  of  illibecal- 
y ;  nor  does  he  feem  to  have  had 
ift  conceptions  of  the  proper  anti- 
ote.  “  A  pert,  fliallow,  conceited 
lfidel,  two  degrees  below  Voltaire,” 

neither  proper  language,  nor  in 
iy  refpefl  defcriptive  of  the  ele- 
mt  and  ingenious  Rondeau.  We 
dike  his  infidelity  :  but  we  revere 
s  eloquence  and  his  genius.  '  The 
rculation  of  dories,  concerning 
itchcraft  and  apparitions,  which 
[ualiy  difgrace  the  journals  and  the 
agazines,  is  no  remedy  for  deifrn  . 
id  whatever  Mr.  Wefley  might 
ive  thought  of  their. cogency,  the 


deifts  will  fcarcely  accept  them  for 
argument.  Be  they  ever  fo  true 
they  are  not  that  mode  of  proof 
which  is  proper  in  this  cafe:  for  to 
thofe,  who  are  believers  in  revela¬ 
tion,  they  are  unnecedary ;  and 
thofe  who  deny  the  fcriptures,  are 
pre-determ ined  to  rejedt  them.  “  If 
they  believe  not  Moles  and  the  pro¬ 
phets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuad- 
ed,  though  one  1  ofe  from  the  dead.” 

“  Mr.  Wefley,  with  many  excel¬ 
lencies,  had  alfo  his  Angularities.  In 
this  clafs,  we  reckon  his  excedive  at¬ 
tachment  to  particular  opinions. 
Like  many  polemics,  who  contend 
for  victory,  rather  than  truth,  he 
paid  little  attention,  and  gave  little 
weight  to  arguments,  which  com¬ 
bated  his  peculiar  fentiments.  Fre¬ 
quently,  he  refufed  them  a  hearing. 
Hence,  when  any  thing  was  propos¬ 
ed,  which  he  difapproved,  or  any 
attempt  made  to  go  into  a  debate  on 
his  favourite  doctrines,  it  was  com¬ 
mon  with  him  to  begin  a  ftory,  or 
to  give  out  a  hymn,  and  put  an  end 
to  the  converfation.  It  is  faid,  every 
man  has  his  hobby-horfe.  Mr. 
Wedey’s  was  perfection :  and  he  rode 
i.t  diffidently.  For  many  years,  it 
was  the  Shibboleth  of  methodifm. 
tie  fbewed  the  mod;  marked  atten¬ 
tion  to  thofe  who  profeffed,  and  an 
equal  coldnefs  to  thofe  who  oppofed 
it.  Perfedtionids  and  anti-perfec¬ 
tion  ids  were  the  grand  divifions  of 
methodifm.  The  wags  laughed 
merrily  at  the  witnedes  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  Even  their  brethren,  in  the 
focieties,  u  eyed  them  afkance,”  and 
fet  a  mark  upon  them:  while  the 
Calvinian  methodids,  in  fongs  and 
madrigals,  and  heroics,  alternately 
vented  their  mirth  and  their  indig¬ 
nation. 

ii  A  considerable  defect  in  Mr. 
Wefley,  is  what  we  would  call  his 
fuperdition.  Of  this  fome  thing  has 
been  hinted  already.  Another  in- 
C  3  dance 
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fiance,  is  his  notion  of  drawing  lots. 
We  cannot  fupprefs  a  fmile,  at  his 
enumeration  of  the  good  effects  of 
his  voyage  to  America.  One  of 
tliefe,  is  the  life  of  the  lot.  This 
cuftom  he  borrowed  from  the  Mo¬ 
ravians,  and  in  dubious  cafes,  fre¬ 
quently  adopted  it.  This  is  one 
thing  in  which  Mr,  Whitefield  and 
he  differed  :  and  it  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  drawing  lots,  to  deter- 
minewhether  he  fhould  write  againft 
predefeination,  that  the  Calvinifts 
charged  him  with  drawing  lots  for 
his  creed. 

44  From  the  munificence  of  Mr, 
Wefley,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  much  foftnefs  and 
fenfibillty.  And  yet  this  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  the  cafe.  His 
charities  rather  feem  to  have  been 
the  refnlt  of  a  fenfe  of  duty,  than 
of  any  peculiar  tendernefs  of  na¬ 
ture.  He  had  no  attachments,  fo 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  difcover, 
that  partook  of  the  genius  of  friend- 
fliip.  His  regard  for  fome  indivi¬ 
duals,  proceeded  lefs  from  perfonai, 
than  public  ccnfiderations.  All  his 
views  were  of  this  kind.  His  fir  ft 
object,  was  the  fuccefs  of  method- 
ifm  :  and,  as  he  never  doubted,  that 
the  plans  he  had  formed,  were  the 
belt  that  could  be  devifed  ;  fo,  when 
any  of  the  preachers  were  of  a  difr 
ferent  opinion,  and  refufed  to  con¬ 
cur  in  his  meafures,  he  treated  them 
as  the  mariners  treated  Jonah.  He 
threw  them  overboard  with  the  mofl 
perfect  indifference  :  or,  to  borrow 
his  own  phrafeology,  he  44  com¬ 
mended  them  to  God.5’ 

44  This  difpofition,  whether  it  be 
called  apathy,  or  firmnefs,  or  by 
whatever  other  name,  was  not  pecu¬ 
liar  to  Mr.  Wefley.  Many  gfeat 
men,  efpecially  in  the  political 
world,  have  piqued  themfelves  upon 
it.  Perhaps  they  think  it  neceffary, 
f.hat  public  characters  fliould  be  fii- 


perior  to  the  fenfations  of  comment 
life.  Flow  far  this  may  be  true,  we 
fhall  not  attempt  to  determine:  but 
we  thank  God,  that  we  have  never 
had  any  temptation  to  adopt  the 
principle. 

44  Mr.  Wefley  was,  in  forqe  re- 
fpe£ts,  a  man  of  penetration.  In 
one,  he  certainly  was  not.  His 
choice  of  confidents  and  favourites, 
did  little  honour  to  his  fagacity, 
Whatever  knowledge  he  might  have 
had  of  the  general  motives  and  prim 
cipks  of  human  nature,  he  does  not 
feem  to  have  been  happy  in  pene¬ 


trating  into  the  views  and  characters 


of  individuals.  Like  other  fove- 
reigns,  he  was  furrounded  by  flat¬ 


terers;  and  like  them  too,  he  often 
miftook  the  incenfe  of  adulation, 
for  the  cordial  offering  of  fincerity 
and  truth.  Frequently  he  forgot, 
that,  wherever  power  is  lodged,  all 
who  have  any  thing  to  hope,  and 
are  not  too  fpirited  and  independent 
to  fear,  will  croud  the  levee.  Th< 
confequence,  in  his  cafe,  was  much 
the  fame  as  in  ail  others.  Wher' 
fuch  perfbns  infinuated  themfelve 
into  his  good  graces,  the  point  wa 
effectually  to  prejudice  him  ag3inf 
thofe  who  were  formidable,  by  thei  : 
wifdom  and  integrity  :  and  in  man; 
inftances,  they  fucceeded. 

44  We  now  come  to  the  laftfeaj 
ture  in  Mr.  Wefley’s  character  ;  hi  j 
love  of  power,  He  has  been  ofte  i 
charged  with-  this  propenfity^  an 
the  charge  is  not  yet  refuted.  W| 
will  fay  more.  We  challenge  an  j 
man  to  refute  it. 

4‘  Something  of  this  has  been  irl 
timated  before ;  hut  as  it  is  a  ma; 
ter  of  fomp  gohfequence,  and  a  a  I 
pital  blemifh  in  a  character,  in  othe 
refpeCts  eflimable,  it  is  neceffary  i 
eitablifh  it  by  a  candid  appeal  t 
facts.  It  is  eafy  to  accufe  ;  audit 
equally  fo  to  deny ;  but  a  feries  I 
plain  faCts,  are  fuch  decided  prooj 
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of  the  difpofition  of  the  agent,  that 
it  is  impoflible  to  miftake  them. 

“  The  power,  for  which  Mr. 
Wefley  contended,  was  abfolute.  It 
was  a  power  to  receive  or  exclude 
preachers  or  people;  to  call  a  con¬ 
ference,  to  appoint  the  preachers, 
who  fhould  attend  it,  and,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  to  do  what  he  pleafcd,  by  his 
own  proper  authority.  There  is  no 
trace  of  fuch  a  power  in  the  fkft  mi¬ 
nutes  of  conference,  in  1744.  By 
thofe  minutes,  equal  liberty  was 
eftablifhed,  as  a  fundamental  arti¬ 
cle  :  and,  in  a  fubfcquent  conference, 
Mr.  Wefley  and  the  preacheis  mu¬ 
tually  u  figned  an  agreement,  not 
to  adt  independently  of  each  other.” 
As  the  minute,  we  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  is  remarkable  for  it’s  good 
fenfe  and  liberality,  we  tranfcribe 
the  paftage. 

“  Queftion.  How  far  does  eadi 
agree  to  fubmit  to  the  judgment  of 
the  majority  ? 

“  Anfwer.  In  fpeculative  things, 
each  can  only  fubmit  fo  far  as  his 
judgment  fhall  be  convinced  :  in 
every  practical  point,  each  will  fub¬ 
mit  fo  far  as  he  can,  without  wound¬ 
ing  his  confcience. 

“  Queftion.  Can  a chriftian  fub¬ 
mit  any  farther  than  this,  to  any 
man,  or  number  of  men  upon 
earth  ? 

“  Anfwer.  It  is  plain  he  cannot, 
•either  to  biftiop,  or  convocation,  or 
general  council.  And  this  is  that 
grand  principle  of  private  judgment, 
on  which  all  the  reformers  proceed¬ 
ed  :  “  Every  man  muft  judge  for 
himfelf ;  becaufe  every  man  muft 
give  an  account  of  himfelf  unto 
God.” 

“  In  this  quotation,  which  we  call 
the  original  compact  between  the 
preachers  and  Mr.  Wefley,  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  firft  queftion  fup- 
pofes  the  fubmiffion  of  every 
preacher,  and  that  only  fo  far  as  is 


confift  nt  with  a  good  confcience, 
not  to  him  individually,  but  to  the 
majority.  Moft  of  the  ex  pcjt  jatfo 
laws,  which  he  eftablifned,  or  en¬ 
deavoured  to  eftablifli  in  the  fequel, 
were  fo  many  violations  of  this  com- 
padt.  it  was  violated  by  his  intro* 
duilion  of  his  notes  on  the  New 
Teftament  and  his  volumes  of  fer- 
mons  into  the  deeds  of  the  preach- 
ing-houfes,  as  the  teft  of  found  doc* 
trine,  and  the  rule,  on  their  con¬ 
formity  to  which,  fhould  depend  the 
admiffion  or  continuance  of  preach¬ 
ers  in  the  connexion.  It  was  vio¬ 
lated  by  the  requifition,  that  the 
preachers  fhould  promife  to  ferve 
him  “  as  Tons  in  the  gofpel,”  and 
that  they  fhould  read  fuch  books 
only  as  he  recommended  It  was 
ftill  farther  violated,  by  his  making 
it  a  rule,  that  they  fhould  print  110 
books  without  his  permifhon.:  and 
Jaftlv,  by  the  arbitrary  feledtion  of 
one  hundred  preachers  as  the  only 
members  of  conference,  and  by  the 
razure  of  the  compadt  itfelf,  from 
the  minutes  of  conference,  on  their 
republication  in  1780. 

“  Againft  this  laft  adt,  one  preach¬ 
er  having  remonftrated,  was  an- 
fwered  ;  “  I  have  not  made  fo  bad 
a  ufe  of  my  power,  as  to  render  this 
ciaufe  neceflary  to  which  it  was 
very  properly  returned,  “  I  had  ra* 
“  ther  hold  my  liberties  by  the  law, 
than  by  the  favour  of  any  man.”  A 
motion  was  made,  that  the  minute 
concerning  the  right  of  private  judg¬ 
ment  fhould  be  reinfected  in  its 
proper  place,  It  was  voted  in,  with¬ 
out  one  diftentient  voice;  but  he 
took  care  not  to  infert  it,  to  the  day 
of  his  death.  To  this  it  may  be 
added,  that,  at  the  conference  in 
1783,  Dr.  Coke  attempted,  in  his 
name,  to  introduce  a  minute,  figni- 
fying  the  concurrence  of  conference, 
to  Mr.  Wefley 's  giving  abfolute 
power  to  a  / elect  committee ,  to  con- 
r  '  C  4  4\i$ 
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du£t  the  affairs  of  the  focieties,  af¬ 
ter  his  deceafe  ;  and  another,  to  call 
for  the  deeds  of  thefeveralpreaching- 
honfes,  out  of  the  -hands  of  the 
truftees,  and  to  lodge  them  in  an 
iron  fafe,  under  the  New  Chapel, 
City  Road  ;  of  which  fafe,  the  doc¬ 
tor  kept  the  key  !  In  both  thefe,  he 
was  out-voted  by  a  very  large  ma¬ 
jority. 

“  Such  are  the  principles,  on  which 
we  ground  the  affertion,  that  Mr. 
Wefley  was  fond  of  power,  and  that 
his  temper  was  defpotic.  When 
any  man  attempts  the  fubverfion  of 
cufloms  and  regulations,  as  much 
diftmguifhed  by  their  excellence  as 
their  antiquity,  ii  is  a  natural  con- 
clufion,  that  he  is  fond  of  abfolute 
rule,  and  would  fubftitute  others  in- 
ffeadof  them,  lefs  excellent  and  un¬ 
exceptionable  ;  and  in  this  cafe, 
whoever  that  man  may  be,  he  ought 
to  be  oppofed  in  the  attempt.  In 
fuch  a  conteff,  he  may,  if  he  pleafes 
f>rand  eppofition  with  the  name  of 
Rebellion  :  but  we  fay,  it  is  virtue. 

“  On  the  authority  of  the  above 
fafts,  (and  if  more  were  necefiarv, 
we  can  eafily  produce  them)  as  well 
as  upon  the  fandlion  of  feme  perfonal 
knowledge  of  the  man,  we  muff  try. 


fiff,  that  Mr.  Wefley  was,  durir 
the  lall  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  h 
fupremacy,  the  molt  abfolute  of  m< 
narchs.  Elis  will  was  the  law. 
he  ever  receded  from  a  refolutioi 
or  refeinded  a  favourite  meafure, 

^7 

was  not  choice,  but  neceffity.  If  I 
retreated,  it  was  only  for  the  me 
ment.  He  never  thought  his  ar 
thority  fecure,  but  when  exerted  t 
the  utmofl  :  and  therefore,  if  eve 
furprifed  into  a  conceflion,  he  too 
the  firft  opportunity  of  meafurin 
his  flops  back  again  ;  and,  by  fre 
quently  returning  to  the  attach 
he  was  fnre,  fooner  or  later,  to  cam 
his  point.  In  a  word,  the  love  o 
power  was  the  chief  mifery  of  hi 
life;  the  fource  of  infinite  difguffs 
and  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  th 
defections  of  his  friends.  Elad  no 
his  virtues  been  fullied  by  this  anc 
fome  other  defers,  he  had  avoidec 
many  errors  and  inconfiftencies,  intc 
which  he  has  fallen  ;  and  we  fhoulc 
have  given  him,  without  dedu&ior 
or  referve,  the  praife,  to  which  his 
piety,  his  labours,  his  learning,  and 
his  general  ability  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  people,  had  fo  juftly  en* 
titled  him,” 


MAN- 
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IEMARKS  on  the  ISLAND  of  HINZUAN,  or  JOHAN- 
NA,  and  the  Customs  and  Manners  of  it’s  Inhabitants.  By 
Sir  Wil l i  am.  Jones. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  the  Asiatic  Researches.] 


HINZUAN,  (a  name,  which 
has  been  gradually  corrupt- 
d  into  Anzuame ,  An  wan ,  J nanny , 
nd  Johanna,  has  been  governed  a- 
out  two  centuries  by  a  colony  of 
Lrabs,  and  exhibits  a  curious  in- 
:ance  of  the  flow  approaches  toward 
ivilization,  which  are  made  by  a 
nail  community,  with  many  natural 
dvantages,  but  with  few  means  of 
nproving  them.  An  account  of  this 
drican  ifland,  in  which  we  hear 
ie  language  and  fee  the  manners 
f  Arabia,  may  neither  be  uninte- 
dting  in  itfelf,  nor  foreign  to  the 
bje&s  of  inquiry  propofed  at  the 
lftitution  of  our  Society. 

“  On  Monday  the  28th  of  July, 
783,  after  a  voyage,  in  the  Croco- 
ile,  of  ten  weeks  and  two  days,  from 
ie  rugged  iflands  of  Cape  Verd, 
•ir  eyes  were  delighted  with  a  prof- 
261  fo  beautiful  that  neither  a  pain- 
r  nor  a  poet  could  perfectly  reprefent 
,  and  fo  cheering  to  us,  that  it  can 
illy  be  conceived  by  fuch  only,  as 
tve  been  in  our  preceding  fltua- 
an.  It  was  the  fun  riling  in  full 
lendour  on  the  ifle  of  May  at  a  (as 
e  feamen  called  it)  which  we  had 
yfully  diftinguiflied  the  preceding 
ternoon  by  the  height  of  its  pe^k, 


and  which  now  appeared  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  windows  of 
our  cabin  ;  while  Hinzuan,  for  which 
we  had  fo  long  panted,  was  plainly 
difcernible  a-head,  where  its  high 
lands  prefented  themfelves  with  re¬ 
markable  boldnefs.  The  weather 
was  fair  ;  the  water  fmooth ;  and  a 
gentle  breeze  drove  us  ealily  before 
dinner-time  round  a  rock,  on  which 
the  Brilliant  ftruok  juft  a  year  before, 
into  a  commodious  road,  where  we 
dropped  our  anchor  early  in  the 
evening :  we  had  feen  Mohila,  an¬ 
other  After  ifland,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day.  /  , 

“  The  frigate  was  prefently  fur- 
rounded  with  canoes,  and  the  deck 
foon  crowded  with  natives  of  all 
ranks,  from  the  high  born  chief, 
who  waflied  linen,  to  the  half-naked 
Have,  who  only  paddled.  Moft  of 
them  had  letters  of  recommendation 
from  Englifhmen,  which  none  of 
them  were*  able  to  read,  though 
they  fpoke  Englifli  intelligibly  ;  and 
lome  appeared  vain  of  titles,  which 
our  countrymen  had  given  them  in 
play,  according  to  their  fuppofed 
ftations;  we  had  lords,  dukes,  and 
princes  on  board,  foliciting  our 
cuftom,  and  importuning  us  for  pre- 

fen  ts 
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fents.  In  fadt,  they  were  too  fenfi- 
b!e  to  be  proud  of  empty  founds, 
but  juflly  imagined,  that  thofe  ridi¬ 
culous  titles  would  ferve  as  marks 
of  difnVi-ft'ion,  and  by  attracting 
notice,  procure  for  them  fomething 
fubftantial.  The  only  men  of  real 
confequence  in  the  bland,  whom  we 
faw  before  we  landed,  were  the  go¬ 
vernor  Abdullah,  fecond  coufin  to 
the  king,  and  his  brother  Alwi,  with 
their  feveral  fons ;  all  of  whom  will 
again  be  particularly  mentioned : 
they  underftood  Arabic,  feemed  zea¬ 
lots  in  the  Mohammedan  faith,  and 
admired  my  copies  of  the  Alkoran  ; 
feme  verfes  of  which  they  read, 
whilft  Alwi  perufed  the  opening  of 
another  Arabian  manufeript,  and 
explained  it  in  Fnglifh  more  accu¬ 
rately  than  could  have  been  expect¬ 
ed. 


“  The  next  morning  fhowed  us 
the  iiland  in  all  its  beauty  ;  and  the 
feene  was  fo  diverfified,  that  a  di- 
ftinCt  view  of  it  could  hardly  have 
been  exhibited  by  the  belt  pencil  : 
you  muff,  therefore,  be  latisfied  with 
a  mere  defcription,  written  on  the 
very  fpot,  and  compared  attentively 
with  the  natural  landfcape.  We 
were  at  anchor  in  a  fine  bay,  and  be- 

-V  ' 

fere  us  was  a  v aft .  amphitheatre,  of 
which  you  may  form  a  general  no¬ 
tion,  by  picturing  in  your  minds  a 

multitude  of  hills  infinitely  varied 

* 

in  fize  and  figure,  and  then  fuppor 
fing  them  to  be  thrown  together, 
with  a  kind  of  artlefs  fyrnmetry,  in 
all  imaginable  petitions.  The  back 
ground  was  a  feries  of  mountains,  one 
of  which  is  pointed,  near  half  a  mile 
perpendicularly  high  from  the  level 
of  the  fea,  and  little  more  than 
three  from  the  fhore :  all  of  them 
were  richly  clothed  with  wood,  chief¬ 
ly  fruit-trees,  of  an  exquifite  ver¬ 
dure.  I  had  feen  many  a  moun¬ 
tain  of  a  fiupendous  height  in  Wales 
and  Swifierland,  but  never  faw  one 


before,  round  the  hofom  of  which  tb 
clouds  were  almofi  continually  roi 
ling,  while  its  green  fummit  roi 
fiourifhing  above  them,  and  receive* 
from  them  an  additional  brightnefi 
Next  to  this  diftant  range  of  hill 
was  another  tier,  part  of  which  ap 
peared  charmingly  verdant,  and  par 
rather  barren  ;  but  the  contraff  c 
colours  changed  even  this  naked 
nefs  into  a  beauty  :  nearer  Hill  wet- 
innumerable  mountains,  or  rathe 
cliffs,  which  brought  down  thei 
verdure  and  fertility  quite  to  th 
beach  ;  fo  that  every  fhade  of  greer 
the  fweetefl  of  colours,  was  difplay 
ed  at  one  view  by  land  and  by  wa 
ter.  But  nothing  conduced  mor 
to  the  variety  of  this  enchantin 
profpeCi,  than  the  many  rows  < 
palm-trees,  efpecially  the  tall  an 
graceful  areca’s,  on  the  fhores,  i 
the  valleys,  and  on  the  ridges  of  tf 
hills,  where  one  might  almofi:  fuppo: 
them  to  have  been  planted  regula, 
ly  by  d efi g n .  A  more  beau tiful  ajj 
pearance  can  fcarce  be  conceive' 
than  fuch  a  number  of  elega:, 
palms  in  fuch  a  fituation,  with  lu 
uriant  tops,  like  verdant  plume 
placed  at  juft  intervals,  and  fho\ 
ing  between  them  part  of  the  r 
moter  landfcape,  while  they  left  tl 
reft  to  be  fupplied  by  the  behol.de: 
imagination.  The  town  of  Ma 
fa  mu  do  lay  on  our  left,  remarkat; 
at  a  diftance  for  the  tower  of  t 
principal  mpfque,  which  was  bu 
by  Halimab,  a  queen  of  the  iflan: 
from  whom  the  prefent  king  is  d. 
feended  :  a  little  on  our  right  was! 
fmall  town,  called  Bantam.  N< 
ther  the  territory  of  Nice,  which  ■ 
olives,  date-trees,  a,nd  cypreffes,  id 
the  ifies  of  Hieres,  with  their  cjj 
lightful  orange  groves,  appeared  j 
charming,  to  me,  as  the  view  fre 
the  road  of  Hinzuan ;  which,  ij 
vertheiefs,  is  far  furpaffed,  as  t 
captain  of  the  Crocodile  affiu| 
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r;;,,  by  many  of  the  1  (lands  in  the 
on  them  ocean.  If  life  were  not 
00  (holt  for  the  complete  di (charge 
>f  all  our  refpeftive  duties,  publick 
md  private,  and  for  the  acquisition 
:ven  of  neceflary  knowledge  in  any 
legree  of  perfeft’on,  with  how 
nuch  pleafure  and  improvement 
right  a  great  part  of  it  be  Spent  in 
idmiring  the  beauties  of  this  wond¬ 
erful  01b,  and  contemplating  the 
mature  of  man  in  all  its  varieties  ! 

“  We  h aliened  to  tread  on  firm 
land,  to  which  we  had  been  fo  long 
difufed,  and  went  on  fliore,  after 
areajtfaft,  to  fee  the  town,  and  re¬ 
turn  the  governor's  vififi  As  we 
walked,  attended  by  a  crowd  of  na¬ 
tives,  I  Surprized  them  by  reading 
aloud  an  Arabic  infcription  over  the 
gate  of  a  mofque,  and  dill  'more, 
when  I  entered  it,  by  explaining 
four  Sentences,  which  .were  written 
very  diflinhly  on  the  wail,  fignify- 
Jng,  “  that  the  world  was  given  us 
for  our  own  edification,  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  railing  Sumptuous 
buildings  ;  life,  for  the  difcharge 
r  of  moral  and  religious  duties,  not 
14  for  pleafnrable  indulgences  ; 
f*  wealth,  to  be  liberally  bellowed, 
44  not  avaritioully  hoarded  ;  and 
*4  learning,  to  produce  good  aftions, 
44  not  emptv  difputes  ,s  We  could 
not  but  refpeft  the  temple  even  of 
a  falfe  prophet,  in  which  we  found 
Such  excellent  morality ;  we  Saw 
nothing  better  among  the  Romifli 
trumpery  in  the  church  at  Madera. 
When  we  came  to  Abdullah’s  houfe, 
we  were  conducted  through  a  Small 
pourt-yard  into  an  open  room,  on 
each  fide  of  which  was  a  large  and 
convenient  Sofa,  and  above  it  a  high 
bed-place  in  a  dark  recefs,  over 
which  a  chintz  counterpane  hung 
flown  from  the  ceiling:  this  is  the 
general  form  of  the  befl  rooms  in 
the  ifland  ;  and  moll  of  the  tolera- 
ho^fe^  hare  a  Similar  apartment 


on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  court, 
that  there  may  be  3t  all  hours  a 
place  in  the  (hade  for  dinner  or  for 
repofe.  We  were  entertained  with 
ripe  dates  from  Yemen,  and  the 
milk  of  cocoa-nuts ;  but  the  heat 
of  the  room,  which  Seemed  acceffible 
to  all,  who  chofe  to  enter  it,  and  the 
Scent  of  mufk  or  civet,  with  which 
it  was  perfumed,  Soon  made  us  de- 
firciis  of  breathing  a  purer  air  ;  nor 
could  I  be  d  tainedlong  by  the  Ara- 
birk  manufcripts,  which  the  go¬ 
vernor  produced,  but  which  appeared 
of  little  ufe,  and  confequently  of  no 
value,  except  to  Such  as  love  mere 
curiofities  :  one  of  them,  indeed, 
relating  to  the  penal  law  of  the 
Mohammedans,  I  would  gladly 
have  purch  a  fed  at  a  juft  price ; 
but  he  knew  not  what  to  afk ;  and 
I  knew  that  better  books  on  that 
Subject  might  be  procured  in  Ben¬ 
gal.  He  then  offered  me  a  black 
boy  for  one  of  my  A)  kora  ns,  and 
prefled  me  to  bai  ter  an  Indian  drefs, 
which  he  had  Seen  on  board  the  (hip, 
for  a  cow,  and  calf :  the  golden 
dippers  att rafted  him  mod,  finee  his 
wife,  he  faid,  would  like  to  wear 
them  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  I  made 
him  a  prefimt  of  them ;  but  had 
deftined  the  book  and  the  robe  for 
his  Superior.  No  high  opinion 
could  be  formed  of  Sayyad  Abdul¬ 
lah,  who  feemed  very  eager  for  gain, 
and  very  Servile  where  lie  expefted 
it. 

44  Our  next  vifit  was  to  Shaikh  Sa¬ 
lim,  the  king’s  eldeft  Son ;  and,  if 
we  had  Seen  him  fil’d,  the  date  of 
civilization  in  Hinzaan  would  have 
appeared  at  its  lowed  ebb :  the 
word  Englidi  hackney,  in  the 
word  liable,  is  better  lodged,  and 
looks  more  princely  than  this  heir 
apparent  ;  but,  though  his  mien 
and  apparel  were  extremely  favage, 
yet  allowance  fhould  have  been 
inside  for  his  illnefs ;  which,  as  we 

afterwards 
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afterwards  learned,  was  an  abfcefs 
in  the  fpleen,  a  diforder  not  uncom¬ 
mon  in  that  country,  and  frequently 
cored,  agreeably  to  the  Arabian 
practice,  by  the  adtual  cautery.  He 
was  inceffuntly  chewing  pieces  of  the 
areca-nut  with  fbiell-lime ;  a  cuf- 
tom  borrowed,  I  fuppofe,  from  the 
Indians,  who  greatly  improve  the 
compolition  with  fpkes  and  betel- 
leaves,  to  which  they  formerly  add¬ 
ed  camphor  ;  all  the  natives  of  rank 
chewed  it,  but  not,  I  think,  to  fo 
great  an  excels.  Prince  Salim  from 
time  to  time  gazed  at  himfelf  with 
complacency  in  a  piece  of  broken 
looking-glals,  which  was  glued  on  a 
fmall  board  ;  a  fpecimen  of  wretch- 
ednefs,  which  we  obferved  in  no 
other  houfej  but  many  drcum- 
ftances  convinced  us,  that  the 
apparently  low  condition  of  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs,  who  was  not  on  bad 
terms  hvitb  his  father,  and  feemed 
not  to  want  authority,  proceeded 
wholly  from  his  avarice.  His  bro¬ 
ther  Hamdullah,  who  generally  re- 
iides  in  the  town  of  Domdni,  lias  a 
very  different  character,  being  ef- 
teemed  a  man  of  worth,  good  fenle, 
and  learning  :  he  had  come,  the  day 
before,  to  Matfamudo,  on  hearing 
that  an  Englith  frigate  was  in  the 
road  ;  and  I,  having  gone  out  for  a 
few  minutes  to  read  an  Arabick  in- 
feription,  found  him,  on  my  return, 
devouring  a  manufcript,  which  I 
had  left  with  fome  of  the  company. 
He  is  a  Kadi,  or  Mohammedan 
judge;  and,  as  hefeemed  to  have  more 
knowledge  than  his  countrymen, 
I  was  extremely  concerned,  that  I 
had  fo  little  converfation  with  him. 
Q  he  king,  Shaikh  Ahmed,  has  a 
younger  fon,  named  Abdullah, 
whole  ufual  refidence  is  in  the  town 
of  Warn,  which  he  feklom  leaves, 
as  the  date  of  his  health  is  very  in¬ 
firm.  Since  the  fucctliion  to  the  ti¬ 
tle  and  authority  of  Sujtan  is  pot  un¬ 


alterably  fixed  in  one  line,  but  re¬ 
quires  confirmation  by  the  chiefs,  of 
the  ifland,  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
they  may  hereafter  be  conferred  oij 
prince  Hamdullah. 

“  A  little  beyond  the  hole,  in 
which  Salim  received  us,  was  his 
haram,  or  the  apartment  of  his  wo¬ 
men,  which  he  permitted  us  all  to 
fee,  not  through  politenefs  to  ftran- 
gers,  as  we  believed  at  firfl,  but,  as  I 
learned  afterwards  from  his  own 
lips,  in  expectation  of  a  prefent :  we 
faw  only  two  or  three  miferable  crea¬ 
tures  with  their  heads  covered,  while 
the  favourite,  as  we  fuppofed,  flood 
behind  a  coarfe  curtain,  and  fhowed 
her  ankles  under  it  loaded  with  fil- 
ver  rings  ;  which,  if  fhe  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  refieCKon,  die  mu  ft  have  con- 
ftdered  as  glittering  fetters  rather 
than  ornaments;  but  a  rational  be¬ 
ing  would  have  preferred  the  cdndi- 
tion  of  a  wild  beaft,  expofed  to  perils 
and  hunger  in  a  foreft,  to  the  fplen- 
did  mifery  of  being  wife  or  miftrefs 
to  Salim. 

u  Before  we  returned,  Aiwi  was 
deftrous  of  fhowing  me  his  books ; 
but  the  day  was  too  far  advanced* 
and  I  promifed  to  viilt  him  fome 
other  morning.  The  governor, 
however,  prevailed  on  us  to  fee  his 
place  in  the  country,  where  he  in¬ 
vited  us  to  dine  the  next  day  :  the 
walk  was  extremely  pleafant  from 
the  town  to  the  ftde  of  a  rivulet, 
which  formed  in  one  part  a  fmall 
pool  very  convenient  for  bathing, 
and  thence,  through  groves  and  al¬ 
leys,  to  the  foot  of  a  hill ;  but  the  din¬ 
ing-room  was  little  better  than  an 
open  barn,  and  was  recommended 
only  by  the  coolnefs  of  its  ftiade. 
Abdullah  would  accompany  us  on 
our  return  tothefhip,  together  with, 
two  Mufti’s,  who  fpoke  Arabick  in-  , 
differently,  and  feemed  eager  to  fee 
all  my  manufcripts ;  but  they  were  | 
very  moderately  learned,  and  gazed  j 
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ith  ftupid  wonder  on  a  §ne  copy 
:  the  Hamafah,  and  on  other  eol¬ 
ations  of  ancient  poetry. 

“  Early  the  next  morning  a  black 
leffenger,  with  a  tawny  lad  as  his 
iterpreter,  came  from  prince  Sa¬ 
na  ;  who,  having  broken  his  per- 
)e£tive-g!afs,  wifhed  to  procure  an¬ 
ther  by  purchafe  or  barter :  a  po- 
te  anfwer  was  returned,  and  fteps 
iken  to  gratify  his  willies.  As  we 
n  our  part  exprefTed  a  delire  to  vi- 
t  the  king  at  Dombni,  the  prince’s 
leffenger  told  us,  that  his  mailer 
rould,  no  doubt,  lend  us  palanquins 
for  there  was  not  a  horfe  in  the 
fland)and  order  a  fufficient  number 
>f  his  vaflals  to  carry  us,  whom  we 
night  pay  for  their  trouble,  as  we 
bought  juft:  we  commiftioned  him, 
herefore,  to  alk  that  favour,  and 
legged,  that  all  might  be  ready  for 
>ur  excurlion  before  funrife;  that 
ve  might  efcape  the  heat  of  the 
loon,  which,  though  it  was  the  mid- 
lie  of  winter,  we  had  found  excef- 
five.  The  boy,  whofe  name  was 
Combo  Madi,  flayed  with  us  longer 
than  his  companion :  there  was 
fomething  in  his  look  fo  ingenuous, 
and  in  his  broken  Engl  ifh  fo  limple, 
that  we  encouraged  him  to  continue 
his  innocent  prattle.  He  wrote  and 
read  Arabick  tolerably  well,  and  fet 
down  at  my  defire  the  names  of  fe- 
veral  towns  in  the  ifland,  which,  he 
firft  told  me,  was  properly  called 
Hinzuan.  The  fault  of  begging  for 
whatever  he  liked,  he  had  in  common 
with  the  governor  and  other  nobles  ; 
but  hardly  in  a  greater  degree  :  his 
firft  petition  for  fome  lavender-water 
was  readily  granted :  and  a  fmall 
bottle  of  it  was  fo  acceptable  to  him, 
that,  if  we  had  fuffered  him,  he 
would  have  kilfed  our  feet :  but  it 
was  not  for  himfelf  that  he  rejoiced 
fo  extra vagantlv  :  he  told  us  with 
tears  Halting  from  hi  eyes,  that  his 
mother  would  be  plea  ed  with  it,  and 


the  idea  of  her  pleafure  feerned  to 
fill  him  with  rapture :  never  did  I 
fee  filial  affe£tion  more  warmly  felt 
or  more  tenderly,  and,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  unaffectedly  expreffed  ;  yet  this 
bov  was  not  a  favourite  of  the  of¬ 
ficers,  who  thought  him  artful.  His 
mother’s  name,  he  faid,  was  Fati¬ 
ma  ;  and  he  importuned  us  to  vifit 
her  ;  conceiving,  I  fuppofe,  that  all 
mankind  mu  ft  love  and  admire  her  t 
we  promifed  to  gratify  him  ;  and, 
having  made  him  feveral  prefents, 
permitted  him  to  return.  As  he  re¬ 
minded  me  of  Aladdin  in  the  Ara¬ 
bian  tale,  I  defigned  to  give  him 
that  name  in  a  recommendatory- 
letter,  which  he  prefted  me  to  write, 
inftead  of  St.  Domingo,  as  fome 
European  vifitor  had  ridiculoufty 
called  him  ;  but,  fince  the  allufion 
would  not  have  been  generally- 
known,  and  ftnee  the  title  of  Alau’l- 
din,  or  Eminence  in  Faith,  might 
have  offended  his  fuperiors,  1  thought 
it  ad vi fable  for  him  to  keep  his  A- 
frican  name.  A  very  indifferent  din¬ 
ner  was  prepared  for  us  at  the  houfe 
of  the  governor,  whom  we  did  not 
fee  the  whole  day,  as  it  was  the  be¬ 
ginning;  of  Ramadan,  the  Mohamme- 
dan  Lent,  and  he  was  engaged  in  his 
devotions,  or  made  them  his  ex- 
cufe  ;  but  his  eldeft  fon  fat  by  us, 
while  we  dined,  together  with  Mu- 
fa,  who  was  employed,  jointly  with 
his  brother  Hufain,  as  purveyor  to 
the  captain  of  the  frigate. 

“  Elaving  obferved  a  very  elegant 

fhrub,  that  grew  about  fix  feet  high 

in  the  court-yard,  but  was  not  then 

in  flower,  I  learned  with  pleafure, 

that  it  was  hinna,  of  which  I  had 

read  fo  much  in  Arabian  poems, 

and  which  European  botanifts  have 

ridiculouflv  named  Lawfonia  :  Mu- 
•> 

fa  bruifed  fome  of  the  leaves,  and, 
having  moiftened  them  with  water, 
applied  them  to  our  nails,  and 
the  tips  of  our  fingers,  which  in 

a  Ihoit 
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a  fliort  time  became  of  a  dark 
orange-fcarlet.  I  had  before  con¬ 
ceived  a  different  idea  of  this  dye, 
and  imagined,  that  it  was  ufed  by 
the  Arabs  to  imitate  the  natural  red- 
nefs  .of  thofe  parts  in  young  and 
healthy  perfons,  which  in  all  coun¬ 
tries  muft  be  confidered  as  a  beauty  : 
perhaps  a  lefs  quantity  of  hinna,  or 
the  fame  differently  prepared,  might 
have  produced  that  effect.  The  old 
men  in  Arabia  ufed  the  fame  dve  to 
conceal  their  grey  hair,  while  their 
daughters  were  dying  their  lips  and 
gums  black,  to  fet  off  the  whitenefs 
of  their  teeth  ;  fo  univerfal  in  all 
nations  and  ages  are  perfonal  vani¬ 
ty,  and  a  love  of  difguiling  truth  ; 
though  in  all  cafes,  the  farther  our 
fpecies  recede  from  nature,  the 
farther  they  depart  from  true 
beauty ;  and  men  at  leaf!  fhould 
difdain  to  life  artifice  or  deceit 
for  any  purpofe,  or  on  any  occa- 
fion  :  if  the  women  of  rank  at  Paris, 
or  thofe  in  London  who  wifli  to 
imitate  them,  be  inclined  to  call  the 
Arabs  barbarians ;  let  them  view 
their  own  head-dreffes  and  cheeks 
in  a  glafs,  and,  if  they  have  left 
no  room  for  blufhes,  be  inward¬ 
ly  at  leafi  afhamed  of  their  cen- 
fure. 

In  the  afternoon  I  walked  a 
long  way  up  the  mountains  in  a 
winding  path,  amid  plants  and  trees 
no  lefs  new  than  beautiful,  and  re¬ 
gretted  exceedingly,  that  very  few  of 
them-  were  in  bloffom  ;  as  1  fhould 
then  have  had  leifure  to  examine 
them.  Curiofity  led  me  from  hill 
to.  hill ;  and  I  came  at  laft  to  the 
fou  rce  of  a  rivulet,  which  we  had 
paffed  near  the  fhore,  and  from 
which  the  {hip  was  to  be  fupplied 
with  excellent  water.  I  faw  no  birds 
on  the  mountains  but  Guinea-fowl, 
which  might  have  been  eaiily 
caught  ;  no  infedts  were  trouble- 
fome  to  me,  but  mofquitos ;  and  I 
had  no  fear  of  venomous  reptiles, hav¬ 
ing  tteea  affiu  ed,  that  the  ait  was  too 
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pure  for  any  to  exift  in  it;  but 
was  oftert  unwillingly  a  caufe  ( 
fear  to  the  gentle  and  harmlefs  1 
zard,  who  ran  among  the  flirub 
On  my  return  I  miffed  the  path,  b 
which  I  had  afcended  ;  but,  havin 
met  feme  blacks  laden  with  van 
and  plantains,  I  was  by  them  diced 
ed  to  another,  which  led  me  rounc 
through  a  charming  grove  of  cocos 
trees, to  the  governor’s  country  fea: 
where  our  entertainment  was  clofe 
by  a  fillabub,  which  the  Englifh  ha 
taught  the  Mufelmans  to  make  fo 
them. 

“  We  received  no  anfwer  fron 
Sal  m  ;  nor,  indeed,  expedled  one 
fince  we  took  for  granted,  that  h 
could  not  but  approve  our  inten 
tion  of  vifiting  his  father  ;  and  w 
went  on  fhore  before  funrife,  in  ful 
expectation  of  a  pleafant  excurfioi 
to  Domoni  :  but  we  were  happil 
difappointed.  The  fervants  at  th 
prince’s  door  told  us  coolly,  tha 
their  mafter  was  indifpofed,  and,  a 
they  believed,  afleep  ;  that  he  hai 
given  them  no  orders  concerning  hi 
palanquins,  and  that  they  durft  no 
diffurb  him.  Alwi  foon  came  t- 
pay  us  his  compliments ;  and  wa 
followed  by  bis  eldeft  fon,  Ahmed 
with  whom  we  walked  to  the  warden 

o 

of  the  two  princes  Salim  and  Ham 
duilah  :  the  (ituation  was  natural!1 
good,  but  wild  and  defolate  ;  and 
in  Salim’s  garden,  which  we  entereij 
through  a  miferable  hovel,  we  fav 
a  convenient  bathing-place,  wel 
built  with  ftone,  but  then  in  grea, 
diforder,  and  a  fhed,  by  way  of  fum 
mer-houfe,  like  that  under  whicl 
we  dined  at  the  governor's,  but  fmal 
ler  and  lefs  neat.  On  the  group<] 
lay  a  kind  of  cradle  about  fix  fee 
long,  and  little  more  than  one  foo 
in  breadth,  made  of  c@rds  twilled  iii 
a  fort  of  cluinfy  network,  with 
long  thick  bambu  fixed  to  each  lid* 
of  it :  this,  we  heard  with  furprize 
was  a  royal  palanquin,  and  one  o 
the  vehicles,  in  which  we  were  t< 
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have  been  rocked  on  men's  fhouiders 
over  the  mountains.  I  had  much 
converfation  with  Ahmed,  whom  L 
found  int  lligent  and  communica¬ 
tive  :  he  told  me,  that  feveral  of  his 
•countrymen  compofed  fongs  and 
tunes;"  that  he  was  himfelf  a  paflion- 
ate  lover  of  poetry  and  mu  tick  ; 
and  that,  if  we  would  dine  at  his 
houfe,  he  would  play  and  ling  to  11s. 
We  declined  his  invitation  to  dinner; 
as  we  had  made  aconditional  promife, 
if  ever  we  paffed  a  day  at  Matfamu- 
do,  to  eat  our  curry  with  B  nit  Gi- 
bu,  an  honeft  man,  of  whom  we  pur- 

•  chafed  eggs  and  vegetables,  and  to 
whom  forne  Engliflvmen  had  given 
the  title  of  lord,  which  made  him 
extremely  vain:  we  could,  there¬ 
fore,  make  Sayyad  Ahmed  only  a 
morning  vifit.  Fie  fung  a  hymn 
or  two  in  Arabick,  and  accompanied 
his  drawling,  though  pathetick,  pfal- 
modv,  with  a  kind  of  mandoline, 
which  he  touched  with  an  awkward 
quill :  the  inftrunient  was  very  im- 

•  perfect,  but  feemed  to  give  him  de¬ 
light.  The  names  of  the  firings 
were  written  on  it  in  Arabian  or 
Indian  figures,  fimple  and  com¬ 
pounded  ;  but  I  could  not  think 
them  worth  copying.  He  gave  cap¬ 
tain  Williamfon,  who  wifhed  to  pre- 
fent  fo.ne  literary  curiofities  to  the 
library  at  Dublin,  a  frnail  roll  con- 

‘  taining  a  hymn  in  Arabick  letters, 
but  in  the  language  of  Mombaza, 
which  was  mixed  with  Arabick  ;  but 
it  hardly  defer ved  examination,  fince 
the  ftudy  of  languages  has  little  in- 
trinfick  value,  and  is  only  ufeful  as 
the  inftrument  of  real  knowledge, 
which  we  can  fcarce  expe6t  from  the 
poets  of  the  Mozambique.  Ahmed 
would,  I  believe,  have  heard  our 
European  airs  (I  always  except 

•  French  melody)  with  rapture,  for 
his  favourite  tune  was  a  common 
Irifh  jig,  with  which  he  feemed 
Wonderfully  affe&ed.’* 


“  So  bad  an  account  had  been 
given  me  of  the  road  over  the 
mountains,  that  I  diffuaded  my 
companions  from  thinking  of  the 
journey,  to  which  the  captain  be¬ 
came  rather  diftnclined ;  but,  as  I 
wifhed  to  be  fully  acquainted  with 
a  country  which  I  might  never  fee 
again,  I  wrote  the  next  day  to  Sa¬ 
lim,  requefting  him  to  lend  me  one 
palanquin,  and  to  order  a  fuiftcient 
number  of  men :  he  lent  me  no 
written  anfwer  ;  which  I  afcribe  ra¬ 
ther  to  his  incapacity  than  to  rude- 
nefs :  but  the  governor,  with  Alvvi 
and  two  of  his  fons,  came  on  board 
in  the  evening,  and  faid  that  they 
had  feen  my  letter  ;  that  all  fhouki 
be  re  dy  ;  but  that  I  could  not  pay 
lefs  for  the  men  than  ten  dollars.  I 
faid  I  would  pay  more,  but  it  fhouki 
be  to  the  men  themfelves,  according 
to  their  behaviour.  Thev  returned 
fomewhat  diffatisfied, after  I  had  play¬ 
ed  at  chefs  with  Alwi’s  younger  fon, 
in  whofe  manner  and  addrefs  there 
was  fomething  remarkably  pleafing. 

“  Before  fun-rife  on  the  2d  of 
Auguft  I  went  alone  on  fhofe,  with, 
a  fmall  baket  of  fuch  provisions  as  I 
might  want  in  the  courfeof  the  day, 
and  with  fome  cufhions  to  make  the 
prince’s  palanquin  at  leaft  a  tolerable 
vehicle  ;  but  the  prince  was  refolv- 
ed  to  receive  the  dollars,  to  which 
his  men  were  entitled ;  and  he 
knew,  that  as  I  was  eager  for  the 
journey,  he  could  prefcnbe  his  own 
terms.  Old  Alwi  met  me  on  the 
beach,  and  brought  excufes  from 
Salim;  who,  he  faid,  was  indifpof- 
ed.  He  condudted  me  to  his  houfe, 
and  feemed  rather  defirous  of  per- 
fuading  me  to  abandon  my  deftgn  of 
vifiting  the  king ;  but  I  allured  him, 
that,  if  the  prince  would  not  fupply 
me  with  proper  attendants,  I  would 
walk  to  Domoni  with  my  own  fer- 
vants  and  a  guide.  4  Shaikh  Sulim, 
he  faid,  was  miferably  avaritious ; 

“  that 
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4(  that  he  was  afhamed  of  a  kinf- 
46  man  with  fuch  a  diipofttion;  but 
“  that  he  was  no  lefs  obftinate  than 
«•  covetous ;  and  that,  without  ten 
46  dollars  paid  in  hand,  it  would  be 
“  impoffible  to  procure  bearers.’’ 
I  then  gave  him  three  guineas, 
which  he  carried,  or  pretended,  to 
carry,  to  Salim,  but  returned  with¬ 
out  the  change,  alledging  that  he  had 
no  filver,  and  promising  to  give  me 
on  my  return  the  few  dollars  that 
remained.  In  about  an  hour  the  ri¬ 
diculous  vehicle  was  brought  by 
nine  fturdy  blacks,  who  could  not 
fpeak  a  word  of  Arabick  ;  fo  that  I 
expedted  no  information  concerning 
the  country  through  which  I  was  to 
travel  ;  but  Alwi  afiifted  me  in  a 
point  of  the  utmolt  confequence. 
46  You  cannot  go,  faid  he,  without 
46  an  interpreter  ;  for  the  king 
46  fpeaks  only  the  language  of  this 
«  ifland  ;  but  I  have  a  fervant, 
41  whofe  name  is  Tumuni,  a  fenfible 
4i  and  worthy  man,  who  underftands 
“  Englifh,  and  is  much  efteemed  by 
44  the  king  :  he  is  known  and  vaiu- 
44  ed  all  over  Hinzuan.  This  man 
44  {hall  attend  you  ;  and  you  will 
“  foon  be  fenfible  of  his  worth.” 

44  Tumuni  defired  to  carry  my 
bafket,  and  we  fet  out  with  a  prof- 
pedt  of  fine  weather,  but  fome  hours 
later  than  I  intended.  I  walked,  by 
the  gardens  of  the  two  princes,  to 
the  fkirts  of  the  town,  and  came  to 
a  little  village,  confifting  of  feveral 
very  neat  huts,  made  chiefly  with 
the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-tree  ;  but  the 
road  a  little  farther  was  fo  ftony  that 
I  fat  in  the  palanquin,  and  was  borne 
with  perfedt  fafety  over  fome  rocks: 
I  then  defired  my  guide  to  afliire  the 
men,  that  I  would  pay  them  liheral- 
’  ly  ;  but  the  poor  peafants,  who  had 
been  brought  from  their  farms  on 
the  hills,  were  not  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  ufe  of  money,  and 


treated  my  promife  with  indiffer¬ 
ence. 

u  About  five  miles  from  Matfa- 
mudolies  the  town  of  Warn,  where 
Shaikh  Abdullah,  who  has  already 
been  mentioned,  ufually' refides :  I 
faw  it  at  a  diflance,  and  it  feemed  to 
be  agreeably  fituated.  When  I  had 
paffed  the  rocky  part  of  the  road,  I 
came  to  a  ftony  beach,  where  the  fea 
appeared  to  have  loft  fome  ground, 
fince  there  was  a  fine  fand  to  the  left, 
and  beyond  it  a  beautiful  bay,  which 
refembled  that  of  Weymouth,  and 
feemed  equally  convenient  for  bath¬ 
ing  ;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  me, 
that  the  ftones,  over  which  I  was 
carried,  had  been  recently  covered 
with  water.  Here  I  faw  the  frigate, 
and,  taking  leave  of  it  for  two  days, 
turned  from  the  coaft  into  a  fine 
country  very  neatly  cultivated,  and 
confifting  partly  of  hillocks  exqui- 
fitely  green,  partly  of  plains,  which 
.  were  then  in  a  gaudy  drefs  of  rich 
yellow  blofloms  :  my  guide  informed 
me,  that  they  were  plantations  of  a 
kind  of  vetch,  which  was  eaten  bv 
the  natives.  Cottages  and  farms 
were  interfperfed  all  over  this  gay1 
champaign,  and  the  whole  fcene  was 
delightful :  but  it  was  loon  changed 
for  beauties  of  a  different  fort.  We 
defcended  into  a  cool  valley,  through 
which  ran  a  rivulet  of  perfedtly  clear 
water ;  and  there,  finding  my  ve¬ 
hicle  unealy,  though  from  the  laugh¬ 
ter  and  merriment  of  my  bearers  I 
concluded  them  to  be  quite  at  their 
eafe,  I  bade  them  fet  me  down,  and 
walked  before  them  all  the  reft  of 
the  way.  Mountains,  clothed  with 
fine  trees  and  flowering  fhrubs,  pre-f 
fented  themfelves  on  our  afcentfrom 
the  vale;  and  we  proceeded  for  half 
an  hour  through  pleafant  wood-walks., 
where  I  regretted  the  impoflibility  of 
loitering  a  while  to  examine  the  va¬ 
riety  of  new  blofloms,  which  fuc-- 

ceeded 
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~eeded  one  another  at  every  ftep,  and 
;he  virtues,  as  well  as  names,*  of 
which  feemed  familiar  to  Tumuni. 
At  length  we  defcended  into  a  valley 
)f  greater  extent  than  the  former  : 

1  river  or  large  wintry  torrent  ran 
hrougb  it,  and  fell  flown  a  lleep 
leclivity  at  the  end  of  it,  where  it 
eemed  to  be  loft  among  rocks.  Cat- 
le  were  grazing  on  the  banks  of  the 
iver,  and  the  huts  of  their  owners 
ppeared  on  the  hills  :  a  more  agree- 
ble  fpot  I  had  not  before  feen  even 
n  Switzerland  or  Merionethfliire  ; 
>ut  it  was  followed  by  an  afTemblage 
f  natural  beauties,  which  I  hardlv 
xpehled  to  find  in  a  little  ifland 
velve  degrees  to  the  fouth  of  the 
:ne.  I  was  not  fufficiently  pleafed 
nth  my  folitarv  journey  to  difcover 
harms,  which  had  no  adtual  exift- 
nce,  and  the  firft  effedt  of  the  con- 
raft  between  St.  Jago  and  Hinzuan 
ad  ceafed  ;  but,  without  any  difpo- 
tion  to  give  the  landfcape  a  high 
flouring,  I  may  truly  fay,  what  I 
lought  at. the  time,  that  the  whole 
)iintry,  which  next  prefented  itfelf, 
ifarfurpaffed  Ermenonville,  orBle  n- 
eim,  or  any  other  imitations  of  na- 
tre,  which  1  had  feen  in  France  or 
ngland,  as  the  fineft  bay  furpaftes 
1  artificial  piece  of  water.  Two 
-ry  high  mountains,  covered  to  the 
immit  with  the  richeft  verdure, 
ere  at  fome  diftance  on  my  right 
tnd,  and  feparated  from  me  by 
eadows  diverfified  with  outages 
id  herds,  or  by  vallies  refounding 
ith  torrents  and  waterfalls  :  on  my 
ft  was  the  fea,  to  which  there  were 
dutiful  openings  from  the  hills  and 
^ods  ;  and  the  road  was  a  fmooth 
th  naturally  winding  through  a 
"eft  of  fpicy  film bs,  fruit-trees, 
d  palms,  borne  high  trees  were 
angled  with  white  bloftbms  equal 
fragrance  to  orange  flowers:  my 
ide  called  them  monongo’s,  but 
'  day  was  declining  fo  fail,  that  it 
179I  t. 


was  impoflible  to  examine  them: 
the  variety  of  fruits,  flowers,  and 
birds,  of  which  I  had  a  tranfient 
view  in  this  magnificent  garden, 
would  have  luppiied  a  naturalifl 
with  amufement  for  a  month  ;  but 
I  faw  no  remarkable  infedl,  and  no 
reptile  of  any  kind.  The  woodland 
was  diverfified  by  a  few  pleafant 
glades,  and  new  profpedls  "were  con¬ 
tinually  opened  :  at  length  a  noble 
view  of  the  fea  bui  ft  upon  me  un¬ 
expectedly  ;  and,  having  pafled  a 
hill  or  two,  we  came  to  the  beach, 
beyond  which  were  feveral  hills  and 
cottages.  We  turned  from  the 
fhore;  and,  on  the  next  eminence, 

I  faw  the  town  of  Domoni  at  a  lit¬ 
tle  diftance  below  us:  I  was  met  by 
a  number  of  natives,  a  few  of  whom 
fpoke  Arabic,  and  thinking  it 
a  convenient  place  for.repofe,  I  fent 
my  guide  to  apprize  the  king  of  my 
intended  vifit.  Fie  returned  in  half 
an  hour  with  a  polite  me  fiage  ;  and 
I  walked  into  the  town,  which 
feemed  large  and  populous.  A 
great  croud  accompanied  me,  and  I 
was  conduced  to  a  houfe  built  on 
the  fame  plan  with  the  beft  houfes 
at  Matfamudo  :  in  the  middle  of  the 
court-yard  flood  a  large  monongo- 
tree,  which  perfumed  the  air;  the 
apartment  on  the  left  was  empty  ; 
and,  in  that  on  the  right,  fat  the 
king  on  afofa  or  bench  covered  with 
an  ordinary  carpet.  He  rofe  when 
I  entered,  and,  grafping  mv  hands, 
placed  me  near  him  on  the  right  ; 
but,  as  he  could  fpeak  only  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Hinzuan,  I  had  recourfe 
to  my  friend  Tumuni,  than  whom 
a  readier  or  more  accurate  inter¬ 
preter  could  not  have  been  found.  X 
prefented  the  king  with  avervhand- 
fome  Indian  drefs  of  blue  (ilk  with 
golden  flowers,  which  had  been  worn 
only  once  at  a  mafquerade,  and  with 
a  beautiful  copy  of  the  Koran,  from 
which  X  read  a  few  vetoes  tp  him : 

L)  he 
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he  took  them  with  great  compla-  fibly  troublefome,  yet  the  fatigue  c 
cency,  and  faid,  “  he  wifhed  X  had  the'  day  procured  me  very  comfort 
“  come  by  fea,  that  he  might  have  able  {lumber.  I  was.  waked  by  th 
“  loaded  one  of  my  boats  with  fruit  return  of  the  king  and  his  trair 
‘‘and  with  fome  of  his  fin  eft  cattle,  fome  of  whom  were  Arabs  ;  for 
«  He  had  leeii  me,  he  faid,  on  heard  oneof  diem  fav  bunva  rakid,  c 
“board  the  frigate,  where  he  had  he  is Jleeping  :  there  was  immediate  f 
“  been,  according  to  his  cuftom,  fence,  and  I  paftfed  tire  night  wit 
“  in  difguife,  and  had  heard  of  me'  little  disturbance,  except  from  tb 
“  from  his  foil  Shaikh  Hamdulkh.”  unwelcome  fongs  of  the  mofquito 
I  gave  him  an  account  .of  my  jour-  In  the  morning  all  was  equally  filer 
ney,  and  extolled  the  beauties  of  his  and  folitary  ;  the  houfe  appeared  ■ 
country  :  he  put  many  queftions  con-  be  defected  ;  and  I  began  to  wond« 
cerning  mine,  and  profefled  great  what  had  become  of  Tumuni :  1 
regard  for  our  nation.  “  But  1  hear,  came  at  length  with  concern  on  h 
“  faid  he,  that  you  are  a  magiftrate,,  countenance,  and  told  me,  that  tl 
“  and  confequently  prolefs  peace  :  bearers  had  run  away  in  the  night 
“  why  are  you  armed  with  a  broad  but  that  the  king,  who  wifhed  to  f 
“  fword  ?”  “  I  was  a  man,  I  faid,  me  in  another  of  his  houfes,  won, 

“  before  I  was  a  magiftrate  ;  aridy  lupply  me  with  bearers,  if  he  cou 
“  if  it  fliould  ever  happen,  that  law  not  prevail  om  me-  to  flay  till  a  bo 
“  could  not  protect  me,  l  muff  pro-  could  be  fent  for.  I  went-  immec 
“  tecbmyfelf.”  He feemed about fixty  ately  to  the  king,  whom  I  four 
years  old,  had  a  very  chearfui  coun-  fitting,  on  a  railed  lofa  in* a  lar 
tenance,  and  great  appearance  of  .room,  the  walls  of  which  we 
good  nature  mixed  with  a  certain  adorned  with  lentences-from  the K| 
dignity,  which  diftinguiflied  him  ran  in  very  legible  characters  :  abd 
.from  the  crowd  of  minifters  and  of-  fifty  of  his  fubjects  were  leated  j 
ficers  who  attended  him.  Our  con-  the  ground'  in  a  femtc-ircle  befc, 
verfat ion  was  interrupted  by  notice,  him;  and  my  interpreter  took  j 
that  it  was  the  time  for  evening  place  in  the  midft  of  them.  Tr 
prayers;  and,  when  he  rofe,  he  good  old  king  laughed  heartily,  wlj 
faid,  “  this  houfe  is  yours,  and  I  he  heard  the  adventure  of  the  nig 
“  will  viftt  vou  in  it,  after  vou  have'  .  and  faid,  “  you  will  now  be  ]j: 
“  taken  lome  refre  fitment.”  Soon  “  gue ft  for  a  week,  I  hope;  but | 
after,  his  fervants  brought  a  roaft  “  rioufly,  if  you  muft  return  foorl 
fowl,  a  rice- pudding,  and  fome  “  will  fend  into  the  country 
other  difhes,  with  papayas  and  very  “  fome  peafants  to* carry  you.” 
good  pomegranates:  my  own  baiket  then  apologized  for  the  behavior! 
Supplied  the  reft  of  my  fupper.  Shaikh  Salim,  which  he  had  he  j 
The  room  was  hung  with  old  red  from  Tumuni,  who  told  me  at 
cloth,  and  decorated  with  pieces  of  watds,,.  that  he  was  much  difph-i 
porcelain  and  feftoons  of  Engl i til  .  with  it,  and  would  not  fail  to  : 
bottles  ;  the  lamps  were  placed  on  prefs  his  difpleafure  :  he  conclm 
t.ife  ground  in  large  fea-fhells  ;  and  with  a  long  harangue  on  the  adv 
the  bed  place  was  a  recefs,  concealed  tage  which  the  Englifh  might 
by  a  chintz  hanging,  oppoftte  to  the  rive,  from  fending  a  (hip  every,  }| 
fofa,  on  which  we  had  been  fitting :  from  Bombay  to  trade  with  his  ij 
.  though  it  was  not  a  place  that  invited  jedts,  and  on  the  wonderful  chi 
repofe,  and  the  gnat  >  were  inexpreR  nefs  of  their  commodities,  efpecl 
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)f  their  cowries.  Ridiculous  as  this 
dea  might  feem,  it  fhowcd  an  en- 
argement  of  mind,  a  defire  of  pro¬ 
ving  the  inteieft  of  his  people^ 
nd  a  fenfe  of  the  benefits  arifing 
iom  trade,  which  could  hardly  have 
>een  expected  from  a  petty  African 
hief,  and  which,  if  he  had  been 
overeign  of  Yemen,  might  hafe 
»een  expanded  into  rational  projects 
iroportioned  to  the  extent  of  his  do- 
lintons.  I  anfwered,  that  I  vvas'jjti* 
erfeaiy  acquainted  with  the  com¬ 


merce  of  India;  but  that  I  would 


eport  the  fubftance  of  his  cbnvefifa- 
and  would  ever  bear  teftimony 

>  his  noble  zeal  for  the  good  of  his 
3  untry,  and  to  the  triildnefS'  with 
'hich  he  governed  it.  As  I  had  no 
lclination  to  pafs  a  feCond  night  in 
ie  ifiand,  I  requefted  leave  to  re- 
irn  without  waiting  for  beareis:  he 
:emed  very  fincere  in  preffing  me 

>  lengthen  my  vifit,  blit  had  tOo 
mch  Arabian  politeriefs  to  be  im- 
mrturiate.  We,  therefore,  parted  • 

at  the.requeft  of  Tumuni,  who 
Hired  me  that  little  time  would  be 
ft  in  fhowing  attention  to  one  of 
e  wdrthieft  men  in  Hirizuan,  I 
ade  a  Vifit  td  the  governor  of  the 
wn,  whofe  name  was  Mutekka  ; 


s  manners  were  verypleafing,  and 


ftiowed  me  fome  letters  from  the 
ficers  of  the  Brilliant,  which  ap- 
;ared  to  flow  warm  from  the  heart, 
id  contained  the  ftrongeft  eloge  of 
s cdurt efy  and  liberality.  He  in- 
fed  on  filling  my  baiket  with  fome 
the  fineft  pomegranates  I  had 
er  feen  ;  and  I  left  the  town,  im- 
efted  with  a  very  favourable  opi- 
00  of  the  king  and  his  governor, 
hen  1  re-afbended  the  hill,  at 
idea  by  many  of  the  natives,  one 
them  told  me  in  Arabic,  that  I 
fs  g0*3^  to  receive  the  high  eft 
^rk  of  diftindtioii,  'that  it  was  in 
king’s  power  to  foow  me ;  and 
'  had  fcarce  ended,  when  1  heard 


the  report  of  a  fiiwle  gun  :  Shaikh 
Ahmed  had  falutld  me  with  the 
whole  of  his  ordnhnce.  j  waved 
liiy  hat,  and  find,  «  Allah  aebar  :” 
the  people  fhouted,  and  1  continued 
my  journey,  not  without  fear  of  in¬ 
convenience  from  .excifhve  heat  and 
the  fatigue ’of  climbing  rocks.  The 
walk,  howeveiq  was  not  on  the  whole 
unpleafant :  I  fo  met  fines  reified  'in 
the  valleys  and  forded  all  the  rivu¬ 
lets,  which  refreshed  me  with  their 
coolr/efs,;  arid  fupplied  me  -  with  ex- 
qu’ifite  water  to  mix  With  the  juice  of 
nry  pomegranates,  and  occafiorially 
wu’th^  brandy.  We  were  overtaken 
by  fome.  peafants,  who  came  frdin 
the  hills  by  a  nearer  way,  and 
brought  the  king’s  prefent  of  a  cow 
with  her  calf,  and  a  flie-goat  with, 
two  kids:  they  had  apparently  been 
felefted  for  their  beauty,  arid  were 
brought  fafe  to  Bengal'.  The  pro- 
fpects,  which  had  fo greatly  delighted 
me  the  preceding  day,  had  not  pet 
loft:  their  charms,  though  they 
wanted  the-  recommendation  of  rio- 
'  velty ;  but  1 1  muff  confefs, !  that  the 
moll  delightful  objebt  in  that  dayV 
wTalk  of  near  ten  miles  Was  ■  the 
black  frigate,  which  I  difeerned  at 
funfet  from  a  rbfik  near  the  prince’s 
gai  dens.  Olofe  to  the  town  I  was 
met  by  a  native,  who,  perceiving 
me  to  be  weary,  opened  a  fine  cocoa- 
nut,  which  afforded  me  a  delicious 
draught:  he  informed  me,  that  one 
of  his  countrymen  had  been  punifned 
tfa«_  afternoon  for  a  theft  on  board 
the  Crocodile  ;'  and  added,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  ptmifhment  was  no? 
Ibfs  juft’  than  the  offence  was  dif- 
g race ful  tfi  his  country.  The  of¬ 
fender,  as  I  afterwards 'learned,  was 
a  youth  of  a  good  family,  who  had 
married  a  daughter  of  old '  Alwi, 
but,  being  left  alone  fra  moment 
in  the  cabin,  arid  feeing  a  pair  of 
blue  morocco  flippers,  could  not  re¬ 
fill  toe  temptation,  and  concealed 

&  3,  them 
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them  fo  ill  under  his  gown,  that  he 
was  detected  with  the  mainer.  This 
proves,  that  no  principle  of  honour 
is  inflilled  by  education  into  the 
gentry  of  this  ihand:  even  Alwi, 
when  he  hfid  obferved,  that,  “  in 
“  the  month  of  Ramadan,  it  was  not 
u  lawful  to  paint  with  liinna  or  to 
ii  tell  lies;”  and  wfienl  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  both  were  lawful  all  the  reft  of 
the  year,  anfwered,  that  u  lies  were 
6i  innocent,  if  no  man  was  injured 
by  them.’'  Tumuni  took  his 
leave,  as  well  Satisfied  as  myfelf  writh 
our  excurfion;  I  told  him,  before 
his  matter,  that  I  transferred  alfo  to 
him  the  dollars,  which  were  due  to 
j»e  out  of  the  three  guineas and 
if  ever  they  fhould  part,  I 
ttsotsid  be  very  glad  to  receive  him 
into  my  fervice  in  India.  Mr.  Ro¬ 
berts,  the  matter  of  the  fliip,  had 
patted  the  day  with.Sayyad  Ahmed, 
and  had  learned  from  him  a  few  cu¬ 
rious  eircumftances  concerning  the 
government  of  Hinzuan;  which  he 
found  to  be  a  monarchy  limited  by 
an  ariftocracy.  The  king,  he  was 
told,  had  no  power  of  making  war 
by  his  own  authority;,  but,  if  the 
nflembly  of  nobles,  who  were  from 
time  to  time  convened  by  him,  re- 
folved  on  a  war  with  any  of  the 
neighbouring. iflands,  they  defrayed 
the  charges  of  it  by  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions,  in  return  for  which  thev 
claimed  as  their  own  all  the  booty 
and  captives  that  might  be  taken. 
The  hope  of  gain  or  the  want  of 
Haves  is  ufually  the  real  motive  for 
fuch  enterprizes,  and  oftenfible  pre¬ 
texts  are  eafily  found  :  at  that  very 
time,  he  underftood,  they  meditated 
a  war,  becaufe  they  wanted  hands 
tor  the  following  harveft.  Their 
fleet  confifted  of  fixteenor  feventeen 
fmall  veflels,  which  they  manned 
with  about  two  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  illanders  armed  with  .mufkets 


and  cutlafles,  or  with  bows  and  at 
rows.  Near  two  years  before  the 
had  pottefled  themfelves  of  two  towr 
in  Mayata,  which  they  ftill  kept  an 
garrifoned.  The  ordinary  expend 
of  the  government  were  defrayed  b! 
a  tax  from  two  hundred  villages! 
but  the  three  principal  towns  wei, 
exempt  from  all  taxes,  except  th< 
they  paid  annually  to  the  chief  mufj 
a  fortieth  part  of  the  value  of  a 
their  moveable  property,  and  froi 
that  payment  neither  the  king  nd 
the  nobles  claimed  an  exemptioj 
The  kingly  authority,  by  the  prii 
ciples  of  their  conftitution,  was  coi 
fidered  as  elective,  though  the  lir 
of  fucceflion  had  not  in  fadt  bee 
altered  ttnce  the  firft  eledfion  of 
fultan.  He  was  informed,  that 
wandering  Arab,  who  had  fettled  i 
the  ifland,  had,  by  his  intrepidity  i 
feveral  wars,  acquired  the  rank  of 
chieftain,  and  afterwards  of  a  kip 
with  limited  powers;  and  that  Ijj 
was  the  grandfather  of  Shaikh  A!; 
med.  I  had  been  aflured  that  que(^ 
Halimah  was  his  grandmother,  ar‘ 
that  he  was  the  fixth  king  ;,  but 
muff  be  remarked,  that  the  wor 
jedd  and  jcddah  in  Arabick,  are  nf< 
for  a  male  and  female  ance.fior  ind 
finitely  ;  and,  without  a  correct  d 
digree  of  Ahmed’s  family,  which;; 
expedfed  to  procure,  but-  was  difa 
pointed,  it  would  fcarce  be  poffil 
to  ascertain  the  time  when  his  for 
father  obtained  the  highett  rank 
-the  government.  In  the  year  i6< 
captain  John  Davis,  who  wrote  ; 
account  of  his  voyage,  found  1V3 
yata  governed  by  a  king,  and  A; 
fuame,  or  Hinzuan,  by  a  qued 
who  fhowed  him  great  marks 
friendfliip:  he  anchored  before  t| 
town  cf  Demos  (does  he  mean  hi 
moni  ?)  which  was  as  large,  he  fa| 
as  PI  vmouth  ;  and  he  concludes  fi  t; 
the  ruins  around  it,  that  it  had  or 

tel 
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>een  a  place  of  ftrength  and  gran- 
leur.  i  can  only  fay,  that  I  ob- 
erved  no  fuch  ruins.  Fifteen  years 
ftei*,  captain  Peyton  and  fir  Thomas 
loe  touched  at  the  Comara  iflands, 
nd  from  their  feveral  accounts  it 
ppears,  that  an  old  fultariefs  then 
;hded  in  Hinzuan,  but  had  ado- 
linion  paramount  over  all  the  ifles, 
tree  of  her  fons  governing  Mohila 
1  her  naime:  if  this  be  true,  So- 
aili  and  the  fucceffors  of  Halima'h 
mft  have  loft  their  influence  over 
to  othei  iflands  ;  and,  by  renewing 
leir  dormant  claim  as  it  fuits  their 
mvenience,  they  may  always  be 
Fnifhed  with  a  pretence  for  hoftili- 
Five  generations  of  eldeft  fons 


!S. 


Quid  account  for  an  hundred  and 
renty  of  the  years,  which  have 
ipfed,  fince  Davis  and  Peyton 
und  Hinzuan  ruled  by  a  fiiltanefs  • 
td  Ahmed  was  of  fuch  an  age,  that 
3  reign  may  be  reckoned  equal  to 
generation.  It  is  probable,  on  the 
lole,  that  Halim  ah  was  the  widow 
the  firfi  Arabian  king,  and  that 
r  .Kiolque  has  been  continued  in 
)aii  by  his  dependants  j  fo  that 
:  may  reaionably  fuppofe  tvvo  cen- 
des  to  have  pafled,  fince  a  Angle 
ab  had  the  courage  and  add  refs  to 
ablifh  in  that  beautiful  ifland  a 
m  of  government,  which,  though 
i  enough  in  itfelf,  appears  to  have 
m  adminiftered  with  advantage  to 
‘  original  inhabitants.  We  have 
■ly  heard  of  civil  commotions  in 
uzuan,  which,  we  may  venture 
pronounce,  were  not  excited  by 
cruelty  or  violence  of  Ahmed, 

:  were  probably  occafioned  by 
inlolence  of  an  oligarchy,  na- 
flly  hoftile  to  king  and  peo- 
That  the  mountains  in  the 
aiara  iflands  contain  diamonds, 
the  precious  metals,  which  are 
lioufly  concealed  by  the  policy  of 
feveral  governments,  may  be 


true,  though  I  have  noreafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  it,  and  have  only  heard  it  af- 
ferted  without  evidence  ;  but  I  hope, 
that  neither  an  expectation  of  fuch 
treafures.  nor  of  any  other  advan- 
tage,  will  ever  induce  an  European 
power  to  violate  the  firft  principles 
of  juftice,  by  aflumingthe  fovereignty 
of  Hinzuan,  which  cannot  anfwer  a 
better  purpofe  than  that  Apply¬ 
ing  our  fleets  with  feafonable  refrefh- 
ment ;  and,  although  the  natives 
have  an  interefl  in  receiving  us  with 
apparent  cordiality,  yet,  if  we  wifli 
their  attachment  to  be  unfeigned  and 
their  dealings  juft,  we  muft  fet  them 
an  example  of  ftriCt  honefty  in  the 
performance  of  our  engagements. 
In  truth,  our  nation  is  not  cordially 
loved  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hinzuan, 
who,  as  it  commonly  happens,  form 
a  general  opinion  from  a  few  in- 
ftances  of  violence  or  breach  of  faith. 
Not  many  years  ago  an  European, 
who  had  been  hofpitably  received  ' 
and  liberally  fupported  at  Matfa- 
roudo,  behaved  rudely  to  a  young 
married  woman,  who,"  being  of  low 
degree,  was  walking  veiled  through 
a  ftreet  in  the  evening  :  her  hufband 
ran  to  proteCf  her,  and  relented  the 
rudenefs,  probably  with  menaces, 
polhbly  with  aCfual  force ;  and  the 
European  is  faid  to  have  given  him 
a  mortal  wound  with  a  knife  or  bay¬ 
onet,  which  he  brought,  after  the 
feuffle,  from  his  lodging.  This  foul 
murder,  which  the  law  of  nature 
would  have  juftified  the  magiftrate 
in  punilhing  with  death,  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  king,  who  told  the  goT 
vernor  (I  ufe  the  very  words  of 
Alwi)  that  “  it  would  be  wifer  to 
“  hufti  it  up.”  Alwi  mentioned  a 
civil  cafe  of  his  own,  which  ought 
not  to  be  concealed.  When  he  was 
on  die  coaft  of  Africa  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  a  very  favage  prince,  a 
fmall  European  velfel  was  wrecked  ; 
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and  the  prince  not  only  feized  all  that 
could  be  fkved  from  the  wreck,  but 
claimed  the  captain  and  the  crew  as 
hia  (Icives,  and  treated  them  with 
ferocious  infoience.  Alwi  affured 
me,  that,  when  he  heard  of  the 
accident,  he  haftened  to  the  prince, 
^ ell  proftrate  before  him,  and  by 
ears  and  importunity  prevailed  on 
him  to  give  the  Europeans  their  li¬ 
berty  ;  that  he  fupported  them  at 
his  own  expence,  enabled  them  to 
build  another  veffel,  in  which  they 
failed  to  Hinzuan,  and  departed 
thence  for  Europe  or  India :  he 
fhowed  rrse  the  captain’s  promiffory 
tiotes  for  fums,  which  to  an*African 
trader  muft  be  a  conliderablc  objedt, 
but  which  were  no  price  for  liberty, 
fafety,  and,  perhaps,  life,  which  his 
good,  though  difiinterefted,  offices 
had  procured.  I  lamented,  that,  in 


in  my  fituation,  it  was  wholly  out 
of  my  power  to  affift  Aiwj  in  ob¬ 
taining  juftice  ;  but  he  urged  me  to 
deliver  an  Arabip  letter  from  him, 
enclofing  the  notes,  to  the  governor- 
general,  who,  as  he  faidf  knew  him 
well ;  and  I  complied  with  his  re- 
queft.  Since  it  is  poffible,  that  a 
fubftantial  defence  may  be  made  by 
the  perfon  thus  accufed  of  injuft  ice, 
I  will  not  name  either  him  or  the 
veffel  which  he  had  commanded ; 
but,  if  he  be  living,  and  if  this  pa¬ 
per  Ihould  fall  into-  his  hands,  he 
may  be  induced  to  refledthow  highly 
it  imports  our  national  honour, 
that  a  people,  whom  we  call  favage, 
but  who  adminifter  to  our  conveni¬ 
ence,  may  have  no  juft  caufe  to  re¬ 
proach  us  with  a  violation  of  our 
contracts.”  '  V  ’  ’  s 


DESCRIPTION  of  CARNICOBAR  and  its  INHABITANTS, 

By  Mr.  G.  Ha  m  ilton. 

[  From  the  fame  Work.} 


‘  rpHE  ifiand,  of  which  I  pro- 
Jf_  pofe  to  give  a  fuccindt  ac¬ 
count,  is  the  northernmoft  of  that 
duffer  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  the  Nicobars. 
It  is  low,  of  a  round  figure,  about 
forty  miles  in  circumference,  and 
appears  at  a  diftance,  as  if  entirely 
covered  with  tree?:  however,  there 
are  feveral  well-cleared  and  delight¬ 
ful  fpot3  upon  it.  The  foil  is  ai 
black  kind  of  clav,  and  marfhy.  It 
produces  in  vgreat  abundance,  and 
with  little  care,  nioft  of  the  tropical 
fruits,  fuch.as  pine-apples,  plantains, 
papayas,  cocoa-nuts,  and  areca-nuts  ; 
alfq  excellent  yams,  and  a  root  cal¬ 


led  each  11.  The  only  four-footed 
animals  upon  the  ifiand  are  hogs, 
dogs,  large  rats,  and  an  animal  of 
the  lizard  kind,  but  large,  called  by 
the  natives  tolonqui  ;  thefe  fre¬ 
quently  carry  off  fowls  and  chickens. 
The  only  kind  of  poultry  are  hens, 
and  thofe  not  in  great  plenty. 
There  are  abundance  of  fnakes  of 
many  different  kinds,  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  frequently  die  of  their  bites. 
The  timber  upon  the  ifiand  is  of 
many  forts,  in  great  plenty,  and 
fome  of  it  remarkably  large,  afford¬ 
ing  excellent  materials  for  building 
or  repairing  fliips.' 

u  The  natives  are  low  in  ftature 
:  ‘ ;  .  but. 
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but  very  well  made,  and  furprizing- 
iy  a&ive  and  Prong  ;  they  are  cop¬ 
per-coloured,  and  their  features  have 
a' cap  of  the  Malay  ;  quite  the  re¬ 
verie  of  elegant.  The  women  in 
particluar  are  extremely  ugly.  The 
men  cut  their  hair  fhort,  and  the 
women  have  their  heads  fiiaved 
quite  bare,  and  wear  no  covering 
but  a  fhort  petticoat,  made  of  a  fort 
of  rufh-or  dry  grafs,  which  reaches 
lalf  way  down  the  thigh.  This 
vrafs  is  not  interwoven,  but  ’hangs 
round  the  perfon  fomething  like 
he  thatching  of  a  houfe.  Such  of 
hem  as  have  received  prefents  of 
rloth-petticoats  from  the  Ships,  com¬ 
monly  tie  them  round  immediately 
Jnder  the  arms.  The  men  wear 
totning  but  a  narrow  Prip  of  cloth 
ibout  the  middle,  in  which  they 
vrap  up  their  privities  To  tight  that 
here  hardly  is  any  appearance  of 
hem.  The  ears  of  both  fexes  are 
Merced  when  young,  and  by  fqueez- 
ng  into  the  holes  large  plugs  of 
vood,  or  hanging  heavy  weights  of 
hells,  they  contrive  to  render  them 
vide,  and  difagreeable  to  look  at. 
They  are  naturally  difpofed  to  be 
food  humoured  and  gav,  and  are 
reiy  fond  of  Pitting  at  table  with 
Europeans,  where  rthey  eat  every 
hing  that  is  fet  before  them ;  and 
hey  eat  mofi  enormoufly.  They 
lo  not  care  much  for  wine,  but  will 
Irink  bumpers  of  arak,  as  long  as 
hey  can  fee.  A  great  part  of  their 
ime  is  fpent  in  feaPing  and  dan- 
•ing.  When  a  feaP  is  held  at  any 
"illage,  every  one,  that  ehufes,  goes 
ininvited,  for  they  are  utter  ftran- 
;ers  to  ceremony.  At  thofe  feaPs 
hey  eat  immenfe  quantities  of  pork, 
vhich  is  their  favourite  food.  Their 
togs  are  remarkablv  fat,  being  fed 
ipon  the  cocoa-nut  kernel  and  fea 
vater ;  indeed  all  their  domePick 
uiimals,  fowls,  dogs,  &c.  are  fed 
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upon  the  fame.  They  have  like 
wife  plenty  of  fmall  fea  fifii  which 
they  Prike  very  dextroufly  with 
lances,  wading  into  the  fea  about 
knee  deep.  They  are  fure  of  kil¬ 
lings  very  fmall  ft  Pi  at  ten  or  twelve 
yards  diPance.  They  eat  the  pork 
almofi  raw,  giving  it  only  a  hafiy 
grill  over  a  quick  fire.  They  roaP 
a  fowl,  by  running  a  piece  of  wood 
through  it,  hy  way  of  fpit,  and  hold¬ 
ing  it  over  a  brifk  fire,  until  the 
feathers  are  burnt  off,  when  it  is 
•ready  'for  eating,  in  their  tape. 
They  never  drink  water  ;  only  co¬ 
coa-nut  milk  and  a  liquor  called  fou- 
ra,  which  oozes  from  the  cocoa-nut 
•tree  aftar  cutting  off  the  young 
Tprouts  or  flowers.  This  they  fuf- 
fer  to  ferment  before  it  is  ufed,  and 
•then  it  is  intoxicating,  to  which 
quality  they  add  much  by  their  me¬ 
thod  of  drinking  it,  by  fucking  it 
flowly  through  a  fmall  flraw.  Af- 
•ter  eating,  the  young  men  and 
women,  who  are  fancifully  dreff 
with  leaves,  go  to  dancing,  and  the 
old  people  furround  them  fmoaking 
tobacco  and  drinking  foura.  The 
dancers,  -while  performing,  Png 
fome  of  'their  tunes  which  are  far- 
from  wanting  'harmony,  and  to 
which  'they  keep  exad  time.  Of 
muflcal  inflruments  they  have  only 
one  kind,  and  that  the  fimpleft.  It 
is  a  hollowbamboo  about  z-  feet  long 
and  three  inches  in  diameter,  along 
the  outfide  of  which  there  is  Pretext¬ 
ed  from  end  to  end  a  Angle  firing 
made  of  the  threads  of  a  lplit  cane* 
,and  the  place  under  the  firing  is 
•hollowed  a  little  to  prevent  it ’from 
touching.  This  inPrumentis  play¬ 
ed  upon  in  the  fame  manner  as  a 
guitar.  It  is  capable  of  producing 
but  few  notes  ;  the  performer  how¬ 
ever  makes  it  fpeak  harmonioufly, 
and  generally  accompanies  it  with, 
the  voice. 

D  4  “  What 


[56]  DESCRIPTION  of 

“  What  they  know  of  phyfick 
is  fmall  and  fimple.  I  had  ©nee 
occafion  to  f.  e  an  operation  in  fur- 
gery  performed  on  the  toe  of  a 
young  girl,  who  had  been  flung  by 
a  fcorpion  or  centipee.  The  wound 
was  attended  with  a  confiderable 
fwelling,  and  the  little  patient  feem- 
ed  in  great  pain.  One  of  the  natives 
produced  the  under  jaw  of  a  fmall 
hfh,  which  was  long,  and  planted 
with  two  rows  of  teeth  as  fharp  as 
needles  ;  taking  this  in  one  hand, 
and  a  fmall  flick  by  way  of  hammer 
in  the  other,  he  ftuck  the  teeth  three 
or  four  times  into  the  fwelling,  and 
made  it  bleed  freely :  the  toe  was 
then  bound  up  with  certain  leaves, 
and  next  day  the  child  was  running 
about  perfectly  well.  i 

u  Their  houfes  are  generally 
built  upon  the  beach  in  villages  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  houfes  each;  and 
each  houfe  contains  a  family  of  twen¬ 
ty  perfons  and  upwards.  Thefe  habi¬ 
tations  are  raifed  upon  wooden  pil¬ 
lars  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground  ; 
they  are  round,  and,  having  no 
windows,  look  like  bee-hives,  co¬ 
vered  with  thatch.  The  entry  is 
through  a  trap  door  below,  where 
the  family  mount  by  a  ladder,  which 
is  drawn  up  at  night.  This  man¬ 
ner  of  building  is  intended  to  fecure 
the  houfes  from  being  infefted  with 
fnakes,  and  rats,  and  for  that  pur- 
pole  the  pillars  are  bound  round 
with  a  fmooth  kind  of  leaf,  which 
prevents  animals  from  being  able  to 
mount ;  bclides  which,  each  pillar 
has  a  broad  flat  piece  of  wood  near 
the  top  of  it,  the  projecting  of  which 
effeilually  prevents  the  further  pro- 
grefs  of  fuch  vermin  as  may  have 
paTed  the  leaf.  The  flooring  is 
made  with  thin  flrips  of  bamboos 
laid  at  fuch  diftances  from  one  an¬ 
other,  as  to  leave  free  admiffion  for 
light  and  aif,  and  the  infide  is  neat- 
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Jv  finifhed  and  decorated  with  fifh- 
ing  lances,  nets,  &<?. 

“  The  art  of  making  cloth  of  any 
kind  is  quite  unknown  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  ifland  ;  what  they 
have  is  got  from  the  blips  that 
come  to  trade  in  cocoa-nuts.  In  ; 
exchange  for  their  nuts  (which  are 
reckoned  the  finefl  in  this  part  of  j 
India)  they  will  accept  of  but  few 
articles ;  what  they  chiefly  wifh  for 
is  cloth  of  different  colours,  hatchets,  ; 
and  hanger  blades,  which  they  life, 
in  cutting  down  the  nuts.  Tobac*  \ 
co  and  arak  they  are  very  fond  of, 
but  expeel  thefe  in  prefents.  They 
have  no  money  of  their  own,  nor 
will  they  allow  any  value  to  the 
coin  of  other  countries,  further  than  I 
as  they  happen  to  fancy  them  for 
ornaments ;  the  young  women  forr.e- 
times  hanging  firings  of  dollars  1 
about  their  necks.  However  they  ; 
are  good  judges  of  gold  and  filver,  j 
and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  impof'e 
bafer  metals  upon  them,  as  fuch. 

“  They  purchafe  a  much  larger  1 
quantity  of  cloth,  than  is  confumed 
upon  their  own  ifland.  This  is 
intended  for  the  Chourv  market. 
Choury  it  a  fmall  ifland  to  the  fouth-  i 
ward  of  theirs,  to  which  a  large  fleet  i 
of  their  boats  fails  every  year  about  j 
the  month  of  November,  to  ex¬ 
change  cloth  for  canoes;  for  they  jj 
cannot  make  thefe  themfelves.  This  | 
voyage  they  perform  by  the  help  of.  j 
the  fun  and  liars,  for  they  know  no- 1 
thing  of  the  compafs. 

“  In  their  difpofition  there  are  two  .■ 
remarkable  qualities.  One  is  their  en-  | 
tire  negledl  of  compliment  and  cere*  | 
mony,  and  the  other,  their  averfiop  to 
difhonefty.  A  Carnicobarian  travel-  | 
ling  to  a  diflant  village  upon  bufT 
nefs  or  amufehient,  pafles  through  | 
many  towns  in  his  way  without  per-  j 
haps  fpeaking  to  any  one :  if  he  is 
hungry  or  tired,  he  goes  up  int0  j;| 
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the  neareft  houfe,  and  helps  himfelf 
to  what  he  wants,  and  fits  till  he  is 
relied,  without  taking  the  fmalleft 
notice  of  any  of  the  family,  unlefs  he 
has  bulinefs  or  news  to  communi¬ 
cate.  Theft  or  robbery  is  fo  very 
rare  among#  them,  that  a  man  go¬ 
ing  out  of  his  houfe,  never  takes 
away  his  ladder,  or  Ihuts  his  door, 
but  leaves  it  open  for  any  body  to 
enter  that  pleafes,  without  the  lea# 
apprehenfion  of  having  any  thing 
flolen  from  him. 

“  Their  intercourfe  with  flrangers 
isfo  frequent,  that  they  have  acquir¬ 
ed  in  general  the  barbarous  Portu- 
guefe,  fo  common  over  India  ;  their 
own  language  has  a  found  quite 
different  from  mo#  others,  their 
words  being  pronounced  with  a  kind 
of  flop,  or  catch  in  the  throat,  at 
every  fy liable. 

“  They  have  no  notion  of  a  God, 
but  they  believe  firmly  in  the  devil, 
and  worfliiphim  from  fear.  In  every 
village  there  isahighpoleeredtedwith 
long  firings  of  ground-rattans  hang¬ 
ing  from  it,  which,  it  is  faid,  has  the 
virtue  to  keep  him  at  a  diflance. 
When  they  fee  any  #gns  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  ftorm,  they  imagine  that 
the  devil  intends  them  a  viiit,  upon 
which  many  fuperftitious  ceremonies 
are  performed.  The  people  of  eve¬ 
ry  village  march  round  their  own 
boundaries,  and  fix  up  at  different 
diflances  fmall  flicks  fplit  at  the  top, 
into  which  fplit  they  put  a  piece  of 
cocoa  nut,  a  wilp  of  tobacco,  and 
the  leaf  of  a  certain  plant  :  whether 
this  is  meant  as  a  peace  offering  to 
the  devil,  or  a  fcarecrow  to  frighten 
him  away,  does  not  appear. 

“  When  a  man  dies,  all  his  live 
flock,  cloth,  hatchets,  fifhtng  lances, 
and  in  fhort  every  moveable  thing 
he  poffefled  is  buried  with  him,  and 
his  death  is  mourned  by  the  whole 
yiljage.  Iji  one  view  this  is  an  ex- 

5 


CARN  I  CO  BAR*  [57] 

cel  lent  cuflom,  feeing  it  prevents  all 
djfputes  about  the  property  of  the 
deceafed  among  his  relations.  His 
wife  mull  conform  to  cuflom  by 
bv  having  a  joint  cut  off  from  one 
of  her  fingers  ;  and,  if  {he  refufes 
this,  fhe  mufl  fubmit  to  have  a  deep 
notch  cut  in  one  of  the  pillars  of 
her  houfe. 

“  I  wras  once  prefent  at  the  fune¬ 
ral  of  an  old  woman.  When  we 
went  into  the  houfe,  which  had  be¬ 
longed  to  the  deceafed,  we  found  it 
full  of  her  female  relations;  fome 
of  them  were  employed  in  wrap¬ 
ping  up  the  corpfe  in  leaves  and 
cloth,  and  others  tearing  to  pieces 
all  the  cloth  which  had  belonged  to 
her.  In  another  houfe  hard  by, 
the  men  of  the  village,  with  a  great 
many  others  from  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  towns,  were  fitting  drinking  fou- 
ra  and  fmoaking  tobacco.  In  the 
mean  time  two  flout  young  fellows 
were  bufy  digging  a  grave  in  the 
fand  near  the  houfe.  When  the 
women  had  done  with  the  corpfe,1 
they  fet  up  a  mo#  hideous  howl, 
upon  which  the  people  began  to  af- 
femble  round  the  grave,  and  four 
men  went  up  into  the  houfe  to  bring 
down  the  body  ;  in  doing  this  they 
were  much  interrupted  by  a  young 
man,  fori  to  the  deceafed,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  with  all  his  might  to  pre¬ 
vent  them,  but  finding  it  in  vain, 
he  clung  round  the  body,  and  was 
carried  to  the  grave  along  with  it : 
there,  after  a  violent  flruggle,  he 
was  turned  away  and  conducted 
back  to  the  houfe.  The  corpfe  be¬ 
ing  now  put  into  the  grave,  and  the 
lafhings,  which  bound  the  legs  and 
arms  cut,  all  the  live  flock,  which 
had  been  the  property  of  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  confiding  of  about  half  a 
dozen  hogs,  and  as  many  fowls,  was 
killed,  and  flung  in  above  it ;  a  man 
then  approached  with  &  bunch  of 

leaves 
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tion  among  them,  that  feveral  ca- 
noes  came  from  Andaman  many 
years  ago,  and  that  the  crews  were’ 
ah  armed,  and  committed  great  de¬ 
predations,  and  killed  feveral  of  the  i 
Nicobarians.  It  appears  at  firft  re¬ 
markable,  that  there  Th ou Id  he  fuels 
a  wide  difference  between  the  man- 
ners  of  the  inhabitants  of  iflands  fo 
near  one  another ;  the  Andamans  j 
being  fava'ge  canibals,  and  the 
others,  the  moft  harmless  inoffenflve 
people  poftihle.  But  it  is  accounted 
for  by  the  following  hiftorieal  anec¬ 
dote,  which,  1  have  been  allured,  is 
matter  of  fad.  Shortly  after  the 
Portuguese  had  difcovered  the  paf- 
fage  to  India  round  the  Cape  of  ■ 
Good  Hope,  one  .of  their  fhips,  oh 
board  of  which  were  a  number  of 
Mozambique  negroes,  was  loft  on 
the  Andaman  iflands,  which  were 
till  then  uninhabited.  The  blacks 
remained  in  the  iiland  and  fettled 
it  :  the  Europeans  made  a  fmail 
Thai lop  in  which  they  failed  to  Pegu. 
:On  the  other  hand,  the  Nicoba:r 
iflands  were  peopled  from  the  op- 
pofite  main,  and  the  coaft  of  Pegu  .; 
in  .proof  of  which,  the  Nicobar  and 
Pegu  languages  are  faid,  by  thofe 
acquainted  with  the  latter,  to  hay# 
much  resemblance.” 


ACCOUNT  of  the  EMPIRE  of  BORNOU,  and  of  the  CUSTOMS? 
MANNERS,  and  GOVERNMENT  of  the  INH  -BIT ANTS. 

f  From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Aflbci&tion  for  promoting  the  Difcovery  of 

the  interior  Parts  of  Africa.] 

«TJORNOU,  the  name  which  fhe  pellatinn  of  Bernou  or  Bcrnoa,  a 
13  natives  give  to  the  county,  word  that  fignifies the  land  of  Noah, 

ssAiftinguiftied  in  Arabic  bv  the  ap-  for  the  Arabs  conceive  that,  on  the 
’•*  '  ■  7  •  ,  •  firft 
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•leaves  ftuck  upon  the  end  of  a  pole, 
which  he  fwept  two  or  three  times 
gently  along  the  corpfe,  and  then 
the  grave  was  filled  up.  During  'the 
ceremony,  the  women  continued  to 
make  the  moft  horrible  vocal  con¬ 
cert  imaginable:  the  men  faid  no¬ 
th  in  o-.  A  tew  days'  afterwards,  a 
fund  of  monument  was  erected  over 
the  grave,  with  a  pole  upon  it,  to 
which  long  fir  ips  of  doth  of  different 
colours  were  hung. 

•«  Polygamy  is  not  known  among 
them;  and  their  punifhment  of 
adultery  is  not  leFs  fevere  than  ef- 
fcftual  They  cut,  from  the  man’s 
offending  member,  a  piece  of  the 
forefkin  proportioned  to  the  fre¬ 
quent  commiilion  or  enormity  pf 
the  crime. 

“  There  Teems  to  fubfift  among 
them  a  perfect  equality.  A  few 
perfons,  from  their  age,  have  a  little 
more  refpeft  paid  to  them;  but 
there  is  no  appearance  of  authority 
one  over  another.  Their  fociety 
fe(  ms  bound  rather  by  mutual  ob¬ 
ligations  continually  conferred  and 
•received.;  the  limpleft  and  belt  of 
.all  ties. 

“  The  inhabitants  of  the  Anda¬ 
mans  are  faid  to  be  cannibals.  The 
people  of  Carni cobar  have  a  tradi- 
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rit  retiring  of  the  deluge,  its  moqn- 
iins  received  the  ark. 

“  The  climate,  as  may  naturally 
ie  expected  in  a  kingdom  which 
sems  to  be  bounded  by  the  1 6th  and 
he  26th  parallels  p,f  latitude,  is 
haraCterifed  by  excefljve,  though 
iot  by  uniform  heat.  Two  leafons, 
he  one  commencing  foon  after  the 
niddle  of  April,  the  other  at  the 
ame  period  of  October,  may  be 
aid  to  divide  the  year.  The  fil'd: 
s  introduced  by  violent  winds  that 
>ring  with  them,  from  the  fouth- 
:aft  and  fouth,  an  intenfe  heat, 
vith  a  deluge  of  fultry  rain,  and 
uch  tempeds  of  thunder  and  light- 
iing  as  dedroy  multitudes  of  the 
:attle,  and  many  of  the  people. 
During  the  rainy  period  (the  con- 
linuance  of  which  is  from  three  to 
nine  fucceffive  days,  with  diort  in¬ 
tervals,  from  the  occalional  chan¬ 
ges  of  the  wind  to  the  north  or 
wed)  the  inhabitants  confine  them- 
felves  ciofely  to  their  dwellings; 
but  the  red:  of  the  fird  feafon,  how¬ 
ever  fultry  and  however  occafion- 
ally  wet,  is  not  incompatible  with 
the  neceffary  labours  of  the  hufoand- 
man  and  the  fhepherd, 

“  At  the  commencement  of  the 
fecond  feafon  in  the  latter  part  of 
October,  the  ardent  heat  fubfides  ; 
the  air  becomes  foft  and  mild;  the 
weather  continues  perfectly  ferene ; 
and  as  the  year  declines,  an  unwel¬ 
come  coolnefs  precedes  the  rifing  of 
the  fun. 

“  The  inhabitants,  though  confid¬ 
ing  of  fuch  a  multitude  of  nations, 
that  thirty  languages  are  faid  to  be 
fpoken  in  the  empire,  are  alike  in 
their  complexion,  which  is  entirely 


black ;  but  they  are  not  of  the  Ne 
gro  cad. 

“  In  a  climate  fo  warm,  the  chief, 
recommendations  of  drefs  are  de¬ 
cency  and  ornament  :  among  the 
poored,  therefore,  by  whom  the 
fird  only  is  regarded,  a  kind  of 
cfirdle  for  the  waid  is  fometimes 

o  # 

the  only  covering  ;  but  in  general 
a  turban,  confiding,  as  in  Barbary, 
of  a  red  woollen  cap,  furro und- 
ed  by  folds  of  cotton,  together 
with  a  loofe  robe  of  coloured 
cotton  of  a  coarfer  kind,  are  alfo 
worn*. 

“  The  grain  that  conditutes  the 
principal  object  of  culture  in 
Bornou  is  Indian  corn,  of  two 
different  kinds,  which  are  di- 
dinguifhed  in  this  country,  by 
the  names  of  the  gaffob,  and  the 
gamphuly. 

u  The  gaffob,  which  in  its  general 
fliape  refembles  the  corpmon  reed,  is 
of  two  fpecies.  The  fird:  grows  with 
a  long  da lk  that  bears  an  ear,  which 
in  length  is  from  eight  to  twelve 
inches,  and  contains,  in  little  hulks 
or  cavities,  from  three  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  grains,  of  the  fize  of  fmall 
peafe.  The  fecond  fpecies,  which  is 
common  in  Tripoli,  differs  no  other- 
wife  from  the  fird  than  in  the  diorter 
fize  of  the  ear. 

“  The  gamphuly  is  didinguifhed 
from  the  gaffob,  by  the  bulk  of  the 
dalk  ;  for  that  of  the  gamphuly  is 
much  thicker,  by  the  number  of 
its  ears,  for  it  has  feveral  on  the 
fame  reed,  nd  bv  the  fize  of  the 
grain,  which  is  confiderably  larger. 
This  kind  -of  corn  is  frequently 
feen  in  Spain,  and  is  there  called 
maize. 


£t  *  The  drefs  of  the  greateft  part  of  tlie  people  is  compofed  of  fhirts  of  blue  cotton, 
which  is  manufactured  in  the  country  ;  of  a  red  cap,  which  is  imported  from  Tripoli  j 
and  of  a  white  muflin  turban,  which  is  brought  from  Cairo  by  the  pilgrims  who  return 
through  that  City  from  Mecca.  Nofe-rings  of  gold  are  worn  by  the  principal  people. 
Sis  a  mark  of  diftinclion,  Ben  Alii," 

“  Wheat 
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u  Wheat  and  barley  are  not  raifed 
in  Bornou  ;  but  the  horfe-bean  of 
Europe  and  the  common  kidney- 
bean  are  cultivated  with  great  afli- 
duity,  as  they  are  uied  for  food, 
both  by  the  flaves  and  by  the 
cattle  *. 

u  In  the  culture  of  thefe  different 
grains,  the  hoe  alone  is  employed, 
as  the  ufe  of  the  plough  is  dill  un¬ 
known  to  the  people.  The  women 
divide  with  the  men  the  labours  of 
their  husbandry  ;  for  while  the  latter, 
with  their  hoes,  open  the  ground, 
and  form  the  trenches  in  fhraight 
lines  parallel  to  each  other,  the  wo¬ 
men  follow  and  throw  in  the  feed  : 
nor  is  this  the  only  part  which  they 
take  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  field ;  for 
to  them,  as  foon  as  the  weeds  begin 
to  rife  on  the  ridges  of  the  lines  in 
which  the  grain  is  fowed,  the  hoe  is 
conftantly  transferred. 

u  I  he  lowing  feafon  commences 
at  the  end  of  the  periodical  rains  of 
April ;  and  fiich  in  that  climate  is 
the  rapid  vegetation,  that  on  the  9th 
of  July  the  gafiob  is  reaped  ;  but  the 
gamphuly,  a  grain  of  flower  growth, 
is  feldom  cut  till  the  month  of  A11- 
gyft  or  September. 

44  Such  are  the  feveral  fpecies  of 
corn  thar,  among  the  people  of  Bor- 
nou,  fupply  the  place  of  the  wheat, 
the  barley,  and  the  oats  of  Europe. 
Two  fpecies  of  roots  are  alfo  ufed  as 
wholdome  and  fubftantial  food  :  the 
one,  which  is  called  the  Dondoo, 
produces  a  low  plant,  with  branches 
that  fpi  ead  four  or  five  feet  upon  the 
ground,  and  leaves  that  refemble 
thofe  of  the  garden-bean.  At  the 
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end  of  five  months,  from  the  time 
of  its  being  planted,  the  leaves  fall 
off,  and  the  root  is  taken  from  the 
ground,  and  being  cut  into  fmali 
pieces,  is  dried  in  the  fun,  in  which 
Hate  it  may  he  kept  for  two  years. 
Its  farther  preparation  confifts  in 
reducing  it  to  a  fine  powder,  and 
mixing  it  with  palm  oil  till  it  aflumts 
the  conftftency  of  pafte. 

“  The  other  root  is  that  of  a  tree 
of  which  the  name  had  efcaped  the  ! 
Shereef ’s  recolledfion  :  boiling  is  the 
only  procefs  that  is  requifite  in  pre-  1 
paring  it  for  ufe. 

“  The  fame  charafter  of  fuffici-  I 
ency  which  marks  the  catalogue  of  1 
the  different  kinds  of  grain  in  Bor¬ 
nou,  belongs  alfo  to  the  lilt  of  its 
various  fruits ;  for  though  neither 
olives  nor  oranges  are  feen  in  the 
empire,  and  even  figs  are  rare  ;  and 
though  the  apples  and  plumbs  of  its 
growth  deferve  no  commendation, 
and  the  dates  are  as  indifferent  as 
they  are  fcarce,  yet  graphs,  and  apri¬ 
cots,  and  pomegranates,  together 
with  lemons  and  limes,  and  the  tyro  1 
fpecies  of  melons,  the  water  and  the 
mufk,  are  produced  in  large  abun¬ 
dance -j-.  But  one  of  the  m oft  valu¬ 
able  of  its  vegetable  ftores,  is  a  tree 
which  is  called  kedevnah,  that  in 
form  and  height  reft  rubles  the  olive, 
is  like  the  lemon  in  its  leaf,  and  bears 
a  nut,  of  which  the  kernel  and  the 
Ihell  are  both  in  great  eftimation, 
the  firft  as  a  fruit,  the  laft  on  account 
of  the  oil  which  it  furni flies  when* 
bruifed,  and  which  fuppiies  the 
lamps  of  the  people  of  Bornou  with 
a  fubftitute  for  the  oil  of  olives. 


rheiJ”*7  m  th,e  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Bornou  is  fertile  in  Indian  corn 
",Ct  f  b,arl7  fnd  wh««  the  quantity  raifed  is  fmali.  A  fpecies  of  bean,  which 
mote  coo  lh'.  horJb-bt'an  °f  E“r°P«.  th<™gh  larger,  and  of  a  darker  hue,  is  a  much 
^falfZZZ  r  Gut?-,re«7e  «Wnly  fettered.  Cotton,  hemp,  and  indigo 

are  alio  among  the  various  produce  of  its  foil.  Ben  AUi."  *  6 

J,.T^en^Unrr7uab°UnflS  1U  dlfCrcU  ffccics  o1'  fruit-trees,  but  that  which  produces 
me  date  1$  not  of  the  numb'.r.  Bin  ABB  1 


To 
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44  To  this  competent  provifion  of 
fuch  vegetables  as  are  reqijifite  to  the 
fupport,  or  grateful  to  the  appetite 
of  man,  muff  be  added  a  much 
morex ample  and  more  varied  fupply 
of  animal  food.  Innumerable  flocks  of 
iheep,  and  herds  of  goats  and  cows, 
(for  there  are  no  oxen)  together 
with  multitudes  of  hoi  fes,  buffaloes, 
and  camels,  ^the  flefli  of  which  is 
in  high  eftimation)  cover  the  vales 
or  pafture  on  the  mountains  of  Bor¬ 
nou*. 

“  The  common,  though  not  the 
Guinea  fowl,  is  alfo  reared  by  the 
inhabitants ;  and  their  hives  of 
bees  are  fo  extremely  numerous, 
that  the  wax  is  often  thrown  away 
as  an  article  of  no  value  in  the 
market. 

“  Their  game  confifts  of  the  hu- 
adde,  and  other  fpecies  of  antelopes, 
of  the  partridge,  the  wild-duck  and 
the  oftrirh,  the  flefli  of  which  they 
prize  above  every  other. 

44  Their  other  wild  animals  are, 
the  lion,  the  leopard,  the  civet-cat, 
the  fm all  wolf,  the  fox,  the  wild  dog 
that  hunts  the  antelope ;  the  ele¬ 
phant,  which  is  not  common,  and 
of  which  they  make  no  ufe ;  the 
crocodile,  the  hippopotamus,  which 
is  often  killed  on  the  banks  ot  the 
river  that  runs  from  the  Neel  Shem, 
(the  Nile  of  Egypt)  to  the  defert  of 
Bilma;  and  a  large  and  Angular  ani¬ 
mal,  which  is  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  zarapah,  which  isdefcribed  as 
refembling  the  camel  in  its  head  and 
body,  as  havinga  long  and  flender  neck 
like  the  oftrich,  as  being  much  taller 
at  the  fhouiders  than  the  haunches, 


and  as  defended  by  fo  tough  a  fkin 
as  to  furnifh  the  natives  with 
fliields  that  no  arrow  or  javelin  can 
pierce  f . 

44  Bornou,  like  other  countries 
that  approach  the  equinoctial,  is 
much  infeffed  with  different  kinds 
of  dangerous  or  difguffing  reptiles, 
efpecially  fnakes  and  feorpions,  cen¬ 
tipedes  and  toads. 

44  Of  its  beafts  of  burthen  the  va¬ 
riety  is  as  ample  as  the  numbers  are 
abundant;  for  the  camel,  the  horfe, 
the  afs,  and  the  mule,  are  common 
in  the  empire. 

“  The  dog,  with  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  purfue  their  game,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  their  only  domeffic  ani¬ 
mal.” 

44  Two  different  religions  divide 
the  fentiments,  without  diflurbing 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

44  The  ruling  people  profefs  the 
Mahometan  faith |  ;  and  though  the 
antient  Paganifm  of  the  dependent 
nations  does  not  appear  to  fubje<51 
them  to  any  inconvenience,  a  con- 
fiderable  part  are  converts  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  prophet. 

“  An  elective  monarchy  confli- 
tutes  the  government  of  Bornou  jjr 
and  like  the  fimilar  fyftem  of  Calh- 
n a,  endangers  the  happinefs,  while 
it  acknowledges  the  power  of  the 
people.  On  the  death  of  the  fove- 
reign,  the  privilege  of  chufing 
among  his  fons,  without  regard  to 
priority  of  birth,  a  fuceeflbr  to  his 
throne,  is  conferred  by  the  nation  on, 
three  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  men, 
whofe  age  and  character  for  wifdom 
are  denoted  by  their  title  of  elders  ; 


it  *  Horfes  and  horned  cattle,  goats  and  Iheep,  and  camels,  are  the  common  animals 
6f  the  country.  Ben  /llli.” 

“  f  Giralfa  is  the  name  by  which  the  Camelopardalis  is  called,  in  the  old  zoological 
hooks.  The  defcription  here  inferted,  feerps to  have  arifen  from  a  blended  recolledickp. 
of  that  animal,  and  of  the  hippopotamus,  whofe  hide  is  extremely  tough.” 

«  f  The  Sultan  and  hisfubjeds  are  Muffelmen.  Ben  Alii” 

«t  |  Bornou  is  governed  by  a  king,  who  takes  the  title  of  Sultan.  Ben  Alii” 

iiad 
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and  whofe  conduct  in  the  Rate  has  No  loorier  is  the  fovereign  inv'efted 
in  veiled  them  with  the  public  efteem.  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  than 
Bound  by  no  other  rule  as  to  their  fuch  of  his  brothers  as  have  reached 
judgment,  or  reftraint  as  to  their  the  age  of  manhood  proftrate  therm 
will,  than  that  which  ,  the  exprefled  felves  at  his  feet,  and  in  riling  prefs 
or  implied  inftrudtibn  of  electing  his  hands  to  their  lips — the  two  ce- 
the  mofl  worthy  may  form,  they  re-  rerdonies,  that  coilRitute  the  declara- 
tire  to  the  ap  minted  place  for  their  tion  of  allegiance, 
fecret  deliberation,  the  avenues  to  “  If  any  doubt  of  their  fincerity 
which  aie  carefully  guarded  by  the  fuggefts  it'felf  to  the  king,  or  to  the 
people:  and  while  the  contending  eiders,  death  or  perpetual  impriforY 
fuggeftions  of  private  infereR,  ora  ment  removes  the  fear ;  but  if  no 
feme  of  the  real  difficulty  of  chilling  fufpicion  afifes,  an  eftablilhment  of 
where  judgment  may  eafily  efr,  and  lands  and  cattle  from  the  poffeffions 
error  may  be  fatal  to  the  Rate,  keeps  of  their  father,  together  with  pre- 
them  in  fufpence,  the  princes  are  fents  of  Raves  from  the  reigning 
clofely  confined  in  feparate  chambers  riionarch,  are  liberally  bellowed  upbii 
of  the  palace.  Their  choice  being  them. 

made,  they  proceed  to  the  apartment  44  Often,  however,  the  moft  po¬ 
of  the  foven  ign  eledt,  and  conduct  pular,  or  the  moR  ambitious  of  the 
him,  in  filence,  to  the  gloomy  place  rejected  princes,  covering  his  defigns 
in  which  the  unburied  corpfe  of  his  with  clofe  diffimulation,  and  the 
father,  that  cannot  be  interred  till  zeal  of  feeming  attachment,  creates 
this  awful  ceremony  is  palled,  awaits  a  powerful  party ;  and  aRu red  of  fo¬ 
lds  arrival.  There  the  elders  point  reign  aid,  prepares}  in  fecret,  the 
out  to  him  the  feveral  virtues  and  means  of  fuccefsful  revolt.  But, 
the  feveral  defe&s  which  marked' the  Rained  with  fuch  kindred  blood, 
character  of  his&departed  parent ;  the  fceptre  of  the  victorious  rebel 
and  they  alio  forcibly  deferibe,  with  is  not  laftingly  fecure — one  reVoht- 
juft  panegyric,  or  fevere  condemna-  tion  invites  and  facilitates  another ; 
tion,  the  feveral  meafures  which  and  till  •  the  fla'lighter  of  the  field, 
raifed  or  depreffed  the  glory  of  his  the  fwofd  of  the  executioner,  or 
reign.  “  You  fee  before  you  the  the  knife  of  tffe  affaffm,  ‘have  left 
44  end  of  vour  mortal  career:  the  him  without  a  brother,  the  throne 
44  eternal,  which  fucreeds  to  it,  will  of  the  fovereign  is  feldom  firmly  ef* 
44  be  miferable  or  happy  in  proper-  tablifhed, 

44  tion  as  your' reign  lha!l  have  prov-  44  Such,  in  the  Mahometan  em- 

44  ed  a  curfe  or  a  bl  effing  to  your  pi  res  of  Bornou  abd  of  Cafhna,  is 
44  people.’’  the  rule  of  fucceffion  to  the  monar- 

44  From  this  dread  feene  of  inftruc-  chy  ;  but  the  Pagan  kingdoms  ad- 
tion,  the  new  fovereign,  amidft  the  joining,  with  obvioufty  lefs  wifdom, 
loud  acclamations  of  the  people,  is  permit  the  feveral  tons  of  the  late 
conducted  back  to  the  palace,  and  is  fovereign,  attended  by  their  refpec- 
there  invefted  by  the  electors  with  all  tive  partizans,  to  offer  themfelves  in 
the  fiaves,  and  writh  two  thirds  of  all  perfon,  to  the  choice  of  the  eledtofs* 
the  lands  and  cattle  of  his  father;  and  to  be  actually  prefent  at  the  de- 
the  remaining  third  being  always  cifion  ;  an  imprudence  that  often 
detained  as  a  pro vifion  for  the  other  brings  with  it  the  interference  of 
children  of  the  deceafed  monarch,  other  Ratesp  and  Unites  the  different 

.  •  cala- 
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calamities  of  foreign  and  inteftine  tion  of  natural  ufFe&iop,  the  joy  of 
war.  feeing  herfelf  the  fiippofed  parent  of 

“  Thofe'  of  the  royal  children  of  a  future  candidate  for  the  empire, 
Bornou,  who  are  too  young  to  take  fometimes  exchanges  her  female- 
a  ffiare  in  the  referved  part  of  their  child  for  the  male  offspring  of  ;a 
deceafed  father’s  pofieilions,  are  edu-  Rf  anger, 

eated  in  the  palace  till  the  age  of  ma-  “  Equally  fpiendid 'm  his  ftahle,. 
turity  arrives:  at  which  time  their  he  is  faid  to  have  500  horfes  for  hi-s 
refpe&ive  portions  of  lands  and  cat-  own  ufe,  and  for  that  pf  the numer- 
tle  are  affigned  them,  ous  fervants  of  his  hdufehold. 

«  To  the  four  lawful  wives  of  the  “  In  many  of  the  neighbouring 
late  fovereign,  a  f^parate  houfe,  with  kingdoms,  the  monarch  himfelf  is 
a  fui table  eRabliiliment,  is  granted  the  executioner  of  thofe  criminals 
by  the  reigning  monarch  and  fuch  on  whom  his  own  voice  has  pro¬ 
of  his  numerous  concubines  as  were  noniiced  fenttiice  of  death  :  but  the 
not  Raves,  are.  at  liberty  to  return  to  ..  fuftan  of  Bornou,  too  poliflied,  or 
their  feveral  friends  :  and,  together  too  humane,  to  pollute  his  hands 
with  leave  to  retain  thpir  cloaths,  and  with  the  blood  of  his  fubjecRs,  corn- 
all  their  ornaments,  lyhicfi  are  often  mits  the  care  of  the  eifecufiodto  the 
^valuable,  have  free  permiflion  to  cadi,  who  direfts  his  (laves  to  Rrike 
marry.  .  off  the1  head  of  the  prifoiter. 

; “  In. the  empire  of  Bornou,  as  m  “  The  military  force  of  the  fultin 
'all  the  Mahometan  Rates,  the  admi-  of  Bornou  confifts  in  the  multitude 
ni  fixation  of  the  provinces  is  com-  of  his  horfemen  ;  for  his  foot  fol- 
mitted  to  governors  appointed  by  the  cliers  are  few  in  number,  and  are 
crown;  and  the  expence3  of  the  fo-  fcarcely  conlidered  as  contributing 
vereign  are  partly  defrayed  by  his  to  tpe  firengthof  the'batrle'*.  The 
I  hereditary  lands,  and  partly  by  taxes  fibre,  the  lance,  the  pike,  and  the 
levied  on  the  people.  -  *  bow,  conffitute  their  weapons  of  of- 

j  “  The  pVefent  fultan,  whofe  fence;  and  a  Riield  of  hides  corn- 
name  is  AHi,  is  a  man  of  an  unof-  pofes  their  defenfive  armour.  Fire- 
tentatious  plain  appearance  ;  for  he  arms,  though  not  entirely  unknown 
'  feldoin  wears  any  other  drefs  than  to  them,  (for  thofe  with  which  the 
the,  common  blue  fhirt  of  cotton  or  merchants  of  Fezzan  occafionallv 
of  filk,  and  the  Rlk  or  muffin  travel,  are  fufficiWnt  to  give  them  fin 
flirban,  which  form  the  ufual  drefs  idea  of  their  importance  and  deci- 
of  the  country.  Such,  however,  is  five  effeeff)  are  neither  tiled  nor  pof- 
.the  magnificence  of  his  feraglio,  that  fefild  by  the  people  of  Bornou. 
the  ladies  who  inhabit  it  are  faid  to  “  When  the  fovereign  prepares 
be  five  hundred  in  number;  and  for  war,  and  levies  an  army  for  the 
he  himfelf  is  deferibed  as  the  reputed  purpofe,  he  is  faid  to  have  a  cuRom, 

’  fattier  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  (the  refult  of  idle  vanity  or  of  po- 
ehildren,  of  whom  three  hundred  litic  ofientation)  of  directing  a  date 
are  males  ;  a  difproportion  which  na-  tree  to  be  placed  as  a  threffiold  (to 
i.turally  fuggelts  the  idea,  that  the  one  of  the  gates  of  his  capital,  and 
'mother,  preferring  to  the  gratifies-  of  commanding  his  horfemen  to  en- 

.  v.  f  .  . 

“  *  The  fultan  of  Bornou  commands  a  army  of  horfemen,  and  is  a  much'  more 
|>©werfui  monarch  than  emperor  of  Morocco,  Bin  AM'' 

ter 
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ter  the  town  one  by  one,  that  the 
parting  of  the  tree  in  the  middle, 
when  "worn  through  by  the  tram¬ 
pling  of  the  horfes,  may  enable  him 
to  judge  of  the  fufficiency  of  their 
numbers,  and  operate  as  a  fignal 
that  his  levy  is  complete. 

“  In  their  manners,  the  people  of 
Bornou  are  Angularly  courteous  and 
humane.  They  will  not  pafs  a 
ft: ranger  on  the  road  till  they  have 
Hopped  and  faluted  him  :  the  molt 
violent  of  their  quarrels  are  only  con- 
tefts  of  words ;  and  though  a  part 
of  the  bufmefs  of  their  hufbandry 
is  afligned  to  the  women,  yet  as 
their  employment  is  confined  to  that 
of  dropping  the  feed  in  the  furrows, 
and  of  removing  the  wTeeds  with  a 
hoe,  it  has  more  of  the  amufement 
of  occafional  occupation,  than  of  the 
harfhnefs  of  continued  labour. 

«  Paflionately  attached  to  the  tu¬ 
multuous  gratifications  of  play,  yet 
unacquainted  with  any  game  but 
drafts,  they  often  fit  down  on  the 
ground,  and  forming  holes  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  fquares,  fupply  the 
place  of  men  with  dates,  or  the 
meaner  fubftitute  of  ftones,  or  of 
camel’s  dung.  On  their  fkill  in  the 
management  of  thefe  rude  inftru- 
ments  of  the  game,  they  ftake  their 
gold  dull,  their  brafs  money,  and 
even  their  very  clothes  ;  and  as  the 
bye-ftanders  on  thefe  occafions  con- 
fiantly  obtrude  their  advice,  and 
fometimes  make  the  moves  for  the 
perfon  whole  fuccefs  they  wifii,  their 
play  is  ufually  accompanied,  by  that 
confitdl  of  abufe,  and  vehemence  of 
fcolding,  which  mark  and  terminate 
the  fharpefl  of  their  quarrels. 

“  Such  is  the  amufement  of  the 
lower  claffes  of  the  people  :  thofe  of 
a  fuperior  rank  are  devpted  to  the 

“  *  At  Bornou  I  exchanged  for  gold  dull 
1  broug  ht  from  Tripoli.  Ben  Bill.  ’ , 


more  difficult  and  more  interefiing 
game  of  chefs,  in  which  they  are  emi¬ 
nently  fkilled. 

“  In  countries  that  afford  without 
cultivation,  or  that  give  in  return 
for  flight  exertions  of  labour,  the 
principal  requifites  of  life,  few  ar  ¬ 
ticles  of  export  are  likely  to  be  found. 
Thofe  of  the  Bornou  empire  confift 
of  gold  duff*,  flaves,  horfes,  offrich 
feathers,  fait,  and  civet. 

“  By  what  means  the  gold  duff, 
that  appears  to  be  a  principal  article 
of  trade,  is  procured  by  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  whether  from  mines  in  the 
country,  or  by  purchafe  from  other 
nations,  the  fliereef  has  not  ex¬ 
plained.  But  of  their  mode  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  flaves,  who  conftitute 
another  ex  ten  five  branch  of  their 
commerce,  he  gives  the_  following 
account  : 

“  South  eaft  of  Bornou,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  days  tra¬ 
velling,  and  feparated  from  it  by  fe-: 
veral  fmall  deferts,  is  fituated  an  ex- 
tenfive  kingdom,  of  the  name  of  Be- 
garmee,  the  inhabitants  of  which, 
are  rigid  Mahometans,  and  though 
perfectly  black  in  their  complexions, 
are  not  of  the  Negro  call.  Beyond 
this  kingdom  to  the  Eaft  are  feveral 
tribes  of  Negroes,  idolaters  in  their; 
religion,  favage  in  their  manners,! 
and  accuftomed,  it  is  faid,  to  fee*f 
on  human  flefh.  They  are  called 
the  Kaidee,  the  Serrowah,  the! 
Showva,  the  Battah,  and  Miil-j 
gui.  Thefe  nations  the  Began-; 
meefe,  who  fight  on  horfeback,  andi 
are  great  warriors,  annually  invade  ;  j 
and  when  they  have  taken  as  many 
prifoners  as  .  the  opportunity  affords,  ; 
or  their  purpofe  may  require,  they 
drive  the  captives,  like  cattle,  to 
Begarmee.  It  is  faid  that  if  any  of 

and  offrich  feathers  the  merchandize  which  . 

them* 

’  7 


Account  of  the  empire  of  bornou.  [e5] 


them,  weakened  by  age  or  exhaufted 
£>y, fatigue,  happen  to  linger  in  their 
pace,  one  of  the  horfemen  feizes 
on  the  oldeft,  and  cutting  off  his 
arm,  ufes  it  as  a  club  to  drive  on 
the  reft. 

.  “  From  Begarmee  they  are  fent 
to  Bornou*,  Where  thev  are  fold  at 
3.  low  price  ;  and  thence  many  of 
them  are  conveyed  to  Fezzan,  where 
they  generally  embrace  the  muffhb 
man  faith,  ,and  arfc  afterwards  ex¬ 
ported  by  the  way  of  Tripoli  to  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  Levant: 

“  Such  is  the  mode  of  obtaining 
the  greate'ft  part  of  the  haves  who 
are  annually  fold  in  Bornou  :  but  as 
jfeveral  of  the  provinces  of  the  em¬ 
pire  are  inhabited  by  Negroes,  their 
infurreCtions,  real  or  pretended,  af¬ 
ford  to  the  fovereign  an  opportunity 
of  increaftng  his  income  by  their 
fale. 

“  A  more  politic  and  more  effec¬ 
tual  mode  of  aiding  his  finances  is 
fruitlefsly  offered  by  the  fait  lakes  of 
the  province  of  Dombop :  for,  as 
the  great  empire  of  Cafhna  is  en¬ 
tirely  deftitute  of  fait,  and  none  is 
found  in  the  dominions  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes,  the  foie  polfehion  of  this  arti¬ 
cle  might  infure  to  the  king  of  Bor¬ 
nou  a  conftant  and  ample  revenue  of 
fhe  beft  kind,  a  revenue  colfe&ed 
from  the  fubjecfts  of  foreign  ftates. 
But  fuch  is  the  prevalency  of  anti- 
Cnt  cuftom  over  the  obvious  fuggef- 
iions  of  policy,  that  the  people  of 
Agadex,  a  .  province  of  the  Cafhna 
Empire,  are  annually  permitted  to 
load  their  immenfe  caravans  with 
the  fait  of  Bornou,  and  to  engrofs 


the  profits  of  this  invaluable  trade. 
The  fait  is  collected  on  the  fhores  of 
the  feveral  lakes  which  produce  it, 
and  the  only  acknowledgement  that 
the  merchants  of  Agadez  give  in  re¬ 
turn  for  the  article,  is  the  trifling 
price  which  they  pay  in.brafs  and 
copper  (the  currency  of  JBofnou) 
to  the  neighbouring  peafants. 

u  The  civet,'  which  forms  another 
article  of  the  export  trade  of  Bor-i 
non,  and  the  greateft  part  of  whidi 
is  fent  to  the  Negro  ftates  who  in¬ 
habit  far  to  the  louth,  is  obtained 
from  a  fpecies  of  wild  cat  that  is  com¬ 
mon  in  the  woods  of  Bornou  and  of 
Cafhna.  ,  .  .  . 

“  This  animal  is  taketi  alive  in  A 
trap  prepared  for  the.  purpofe,  is 
placed  in  a  cago,  and  is  ftrongly  ir¬ 
ritated  till  a  copious  perfpiration  is 
produced.  Its  fweat,  and  ffpecially 
the  moifture  that  appears  upon  the 
tail,  is  then  feraped  off,  is  preferved 
in  a  bladder,  and  conftitutes  the 
much  valued  perfume.  After  a  jfhort 
interval,  the  operation  is  renewed, 
and  is  repeated,  from  time  to  time, 
till  at  the  end  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
days  the  animal  dies  cf  the  fatigue 
and  continual  torment.  The  quan¬ 
tity  obtained  from  one  cat  is  gene¬ 
rally  about  half  an  ounce. 

s‘  Of  manufactures,  none  for  ex¬ 
portation  are  fu  mi  filed  by  the  people 
of  Bornou  ;  but  the  fliereef  remarks 
that,  for  their  own  confumption, 
they  fabricate  from  the  iron  ore  of 
their  country,  though  with  little  ikill, 
fuch  flight  tools  as  their  hufbandry 
requires^  *” 


.  *  The  Sultan  of  Bornou.  is  continually  at  war  with  the  vanous  idolatrotis  tribesTof 

Blacks  who  border  bn  his  dominions.  -  Tfiofe  who  are  taken  priforters  are  fold  to  the 
Arabs,  and  this  traffic  conftitutes  the  principal  commerce  of  the  country. 

Sla  ves  are  every  day  brought  to  hin'i ;  for  the  acquisition  of  this  fort  of  plunder  is  his 
icnftant  occupation  .  Ben  Alii. 

f  From  the  hemp  of  the  country,  a  coaffe  linen  is  trianufadlured  by  the  people  tii 
Bornou.  Their  cotton,  which  is  alfo  a  native  produce,  is  fpun  to  a  thread  of  remarka¬ 
ble  finenefSj,  arjd  is  then  converted  to  callicoeJ  and  muftim  of  about  nine  inches  in  breadth,- 
*79*  £  and 
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of  its  native  INHABITANTS. 

[From  the  firft  volume  of  Travels  roiihd  the  World,  by  M.  De  Pages.] 


44  rTT''HE  natives,  efpecially  fuch 
as  refide  on  the  fea  coad, 
were  formerly  Mahometans  ;  but 
the  miilionary  jefnits  having  con¬ 
verted  them  to  the  religion  and  al- 
1  giance  of  Spain,  now  exercife 
v.  /er  them  an  authority  al mod  un¬ 
limited.  For  the  molt  trivial  of¬ 
fences,  infants,  children,  men,  wo¬ 
men,  old  and  young,  without  dif- 
tindtion  of  rank,  age,  or  fex,  are 
fubjesfted  to  the  difcipllne  of  the 
whip;  and  the  afcendencv  acquired 
-by  the  clergy  over  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  their  refpcffive  pa i  idles  is 
fuch,  that  the  Indian,  having  received 
his  {tripes  with  the  mod  humbie 
fubmiffion,  thanks  the  jefuit  for  his 
.good  offices,  and  departs  fully  fatis- 
iied  of  the  neceffity  of  a  punidiment 
which  nothing  but  an  honed  zeal 
for  his  welfare  coyld  have  indu¬ 
ced  him  to  inflict.  The  cenfii're  of 
the  church  is  in  general  attended 
with  real  penitence  on  the  part  of 
the  offender;  who,  as  I  was  allur¬ 
ed,  is  rarely  known  to  relapfe  into 
the  fame  fault.  Punffhment  is  al¬ 
ways  executed  in  public  ;  and  each 
individual  being  aware  that  by  r sa¬ 
lon  of  human  frailty  he  is  equally 
.  liable  to  the  rod  of  difcipline  with 
his  neighbour,  it  damps  no  difgrace, 
in  the  edimatfon  of  others,  on  the 
character  of  the  delinquent.  The 
jefuits  are  at  great  pains  to  indraft 
them  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and 
'  hence,  befides  the  ordinary  fedivals 


of  the  church,  two  days  of  the  Wee^ 
are  fet  apart  for  divine  fervice,  in 
which  the  Indian  celebrates  the 
praifes  of  his  Creator  with  fuch  me¬ 
lody,  umftion,  and  ingenuous  {im¬ 
plicit}’,  as  bedow  real  fubllrnity  on 
the  exercifes  of  his  devotion,  I 
happened  to  be  prefent  at  the  paro¬ 
chial  fead,  which  vl  as  observed  with 
much  apparent  piety  by  the  Indians, 
though  in  a  manner  confottattt  to  the 
genius  of  the  Spaniards,  In  the 
morning  the  banners  of  the  Virgin, 
and  St.  Francis,  are  difplayed.from  the 
baftions  of  the  cadfe,  and  diluted  at 
the  riling  and  fet  ting  of  the  fun  by 
a  dif  Large  of  artillery.  On  this 
'occadoii  it  had  been  formerly  cuf- 
tomary  to  give  the  Indians  a  ball  in 
the  church,  but  this  religious  dance 
having  been  found  to  terminate 
fometimes  in  certain  irregularities, 
it  was  now  aboiillied.  — - 1  ret  uni  to 
the  character  of  the  parochial  cited-* 

gy-  .  .  ; 

“  The  jefuit,  by  means  of  con- 
feffion,  has  accefs  to  the  mod  fecret 
thoughts  #  of  the  Indian;  who  re¬ 
pairs,  in  the  liiWpficity  of  his  lieait, 
to  fubmit  not  only  his' offences,  but 
every  thing  that  is  either ‘the  object 
of  his  hope  or  fear,  to  the  ear  of  his 
paftor.  Advice  and  admonition  on 
the  part  of  the  pried,  is  always  ac¬ 
companied  with  fbme  fmall  prefent, 
confiding  in  wine,  medicine,  liquor 
or  animal  food  ;  and  thus,  by  min¬ 
gling  kindnefs  with  feverity,  and 


and  of  a  length  which  varies  from  fifteen  to  twenty  yards.  Such  of  thefe  cotton  manu¬ 
factures  as  are  enriched  with  the  blue  die  of  the  country,  which  from  the  fuperiority  o>t 
the  indigo,  is  preferable  to  that  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  are  valued  more  highly  than  filk. ; 
yet  their  only  lupply  ol  the  latter  is  that  which  the  merchants  of  Barbary  convey. 

They  alio,  fabricate  a  fpecies  of  carpet,  as  a  covering  for  their  horfes.  Tents,  from 
■wool  and  the  hair  of  goats  and  of  camels,  are  made  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  i 

1  he  little  (liver  they  have  is  converted  by  their  own  ar  tills  into  rings. 


rewards 
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eivards  with  punifliment,  the  na- 
ives  are  gradually  reclaimed  from 
heir  ignorance  and  mifcondudt. 
ftke  rood  children,  they  learn  to 
eg&rd  th:e  mlffionary  as  one  lent 
rom  heaven  to  conduct  them  by  the 
>ath  of  peace  and  innocence  to  tem- 
>oral  as  well  as  eternal  happinefs. 
de  acquires  in  their  minds  all  the 
ights  and  confequence  of  an  earth- 
y  parent,  whom  nature  authorizes 
o  ePablifli  the  principles  of  virtue 
nd  good  order  in  his  family, 
lence,  in  filiations  of  common 
aneer,  he  is  their  leader  bv  fea  and 

o  '  * 

and  ;  and,  on  account  of  his  fu- 
ierior  wifdom  and  courage,  is  look¬ 
ed  up  to  as  a  Prong  tower  againP 
he  invahon  and  inroads  of  the  Ma- 
ometans.  It  is  competent  to  each 
liflionary  in  his  own  parifli  to  if- 
-ie  orders  for  building  of  repairing 
he  fort,  for  providing  it  in  cannon 
nd  ammunition,  and  for  the  con- 
xudtion  of  wrar- canoes,  Which  he 
'cqueritly  commands  in  perfon.  He 
ppoints  ail  fubordinate  officers,  pre* 
des  over  the  difcipline  of  the  mi- 
tia,  regulates  the  number  of  the 
uards,  and  even  directs  the  fen¬ 
nel  to  his  proper  pofi.  In  fine, 
le  clergy  of  Samar  are  the  friends 
s  well  as  the  paPors,  the  temporal 
s  well  as  the  fpi ritual  leaders  of 
le  flock  ;  amon^P  whom  I  was  un- 
ble  to  difcover  either  the  imperious 
igot,  or  the  low  Levite  who  earns 
he  emoluments  of  his  profePioh  by 
Pudied  accommodation  of  his  life 
3  the  tape  and  humour  of  his  PipC- 
iors. 

“  I  am  no  friend  to  the  exorbit- 
nt  power  of  the  church ;  but  what- 
ver  be  the  ultimate  views  of  mo- 
aPic  policy,  good  perhaps  in  fome 
ffpedts,  and  bad  in  others,  I  mu  ft 
iy,  that  on  this  ifland  it  feems  to 
ave  a  happy  influence  on  the  real 
iterefis  of  the  people.  The  mak- 
"4s  of  the  jefuits  conduct  here  feem, 
viua'tters  both  of  a  civil  and  fpiritiiai 


nature,  much  to  re 'enable  thofe  ex- 
ercifecl  by  their  brethren  in  the  mif- 
fions  of  Paraguay  \  though  the  pro- 
dud!  of  the  people's  induftry  being 
permitted  to  remain  in  their  own 
hands,  and  at  their  Own  difpofal,  is 
a  circumftance  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  former.  I  cannot  conclude  the 
juft  encomium  of  thefe  men,  with¬ 
out  observing,  that  in  a  fituatiort 
where  the  extreme  attachment  of 
the  natives  to  their  paftors  might 
with  little  encouragement  have 
given  occaPon  to  all  the  evils  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  ihfurreftion,  1  faw  them 
meet  the  edidt  for  the  abolition  of 
their  order  with  the  deference  due 
to  civil  authority,  but  at  the  fame 
time  with  a  Prensth  and  firmnefs  of 

o  1 

mind  truly  manly  and  heroic; 
There  now  only  remain  in  the  do¬ 
minions  of  Spain  the  jefuits  of  the 
Marian  ifte's,  whom  we  had  no  au¬ 
thority  to  moled;  and  iii  America* 
thofe  of  California,  whom  the  na¬ 
tives,  under  different  pretences,  had 
hitherto  contrived  to  retain  in  the 
country.  As  to  fuch  as  were  for¬ 
merly  fcattered  over  the  other  parts 
of  New  Spain/  they  had  long  Pace 
taken  their  pail  age  for  Europe. 

“  In  this  iPand  the  foi  l  is  extremely 
fertile,  eafily  cultivated,  and  rewards 
the  induftry  of  the  labourer  with  at 
leap  forty  fold.  Keftdes  other  grain, 
the  Indians  low  a  cofifiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  rice,  but  which  is  wholly  in¬ 
tended  for  the  ufe  of  the  parochial 
clergy*  the  fett lenient  of  Manilla, 
and  the  governor  of  the  province. 
The  common  food  of  the  natives 
conffts  chiefly  in  a  fpecies  of  pota- 
toe,  yams*  and  a  root  named  gaby* 
Agreeably  to  the  example  of  the 
Indians,  \  lived  here  entirely  on 
roots,  whofe  fugary  tape  is  much 
more  pleafant  than  the  uniform  inp- 
pidity  of  boiled  rice.  At  fir  ft  they 
leemed  heavy  and  flatulent,  but  they 
foon  became  familiar  to  my  flomach  ; 
and  I  was  fathfied  in  the  end  that 

E  %  they 
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they  are  more  nutritious  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  as  well  as  more  relifhing 
to  the  tafte.  I  ate  likewife  a  good 
deal  of  pork,  which  is  lefs  in  fize, 
and  runs  more  in  filaments,  than 
ours.  This  flefh,  though  black, 
and  confifling  of  ftrong  fibres,  like 
thofe  of  the  ox,  is  much  Tweeter, 
and  by  no  means  difficult  of  digef- 
tion.  The  Indian  has  a  furprifirig 
dexterity  at  difcovering  the  tabon’s 
neft,  and  is  fometimes  fo  lucky 
as  to  light  upon  no  fewer  than 
forty  ill  one  hoard ;  but  from 
the  fhort  experience  I  had  of  this 
aliment,  I  thought  it  heavy  and  in- 
digefVible*  From  the  fap  of  the 
cocoa,  nipe,  and  cabonegro-trees, 
they  obtain  the  materials  for  ail  ex¬ 
cellent  fpecies  of  brandy.  The  laft 
of  thefe  owes  its  name  to  the  black 
colour  of  its  fibres,  which  are  manu¬ 
factured  by  the  natives  into  cables, 
and  different  kinds  of  cordage. 
Another  article  of  Indian  food,  is 
the  fubflarice  of  the  cocoa  hut,  which 
is  eaten  in  the  firff  flage  of  congela¬ 
tion  ;  for  after  it  becomes  folid,  and 
acquires,  in  fome  degree,  the  tafte 
of  a  frefh  almond,  it  ceafes  to  be 
equally  digeftible. 

“  The  only  lnftrument  ufed  by 
the  Indian,  either  for  the  purpofes 
of  war  or  induftry,  is  a  kind  of 
couteaii-de-chaffe,  nauled,  as  is  above 
mentioned,  cris,  Or  carp  pi  lan  $  an 
inftrument  which,  after  ferving  him 
again  ft  the  enemy,  enables  him  to 
(f'ut  down  the  largeft  tree  of  the 
wood,  to  be  formed  into  a  canoe, 
or  fplit  into  deals  for  more  ordinary 
ufes.  When  the  carhpilan  has  been 
fo  much  worn  as  to  be  of  little  fur¬ 
ther  fervice  to  him,  it  is  ftill  em¬ 
ployed  by  his  wife  to  grub  up  a 
light  foil,  in  which  flie  plants  yams, 
potatoes,  and  other  roots.  In  the 
(pace  of  two  months  they  are  dug 
up  in  a  flare  of  maturity,  and  of  a 
wonderful  fize,  infomuchthat  within 


the  compafs  of  eighty  yards,  the  In¬ 
dian  finds  his  annual  fupply  cl 
thefe  articles  for  the  maintenance  61 
a  numerous  family. 

“  The  fugar-cane,  cabbages,  gar¬ 
lic,  onions,  melons,  the  Chinefe- 
orange,  lemons,  vegetables,  and, 
though  in  frhall  quantity,  feveral 
other  kinds  of  fruit  little  known  in 
Europe,  are  cultivated  on  this  ifland.i 
It  abounds  in  figs,  of  which  I  rec¬ 
koned  no  fewer  than  thirteen  oi 
fourteen  different  fpecies,  with  a 
great  variety  of  perfumes.  The  na¬ 
tives  are  inftrudfed  to  give  particular 
attention  to  the  culture  of  the  cocoa- 
tree,  which  grows  here  to  an  un-' 
common  fize.  Their  woods  produce 
the  pamplcmous ,  a  fpecies  of  orange1 
near  five  inches  in  diameter,  pepper.: 
honey,  and  wax.  Indeed,  all  thefe 
iffands  are  eminently  diffinguifhec 
by  the  labours  of  the  bee ;  and 
hence,  I  have  feldom  made  an  ex- 
curfion  into  the  woods,  witlio’Ut  meek, 
ing  numbers  of  bee-hives,  fufpended 
iii  the  form  of  oblong  gourds  frorr 
the  branches  of  the  trees. 

u  The  bounty  of  nature  in  Samai 
is  no  lefs  vifible  in  the  variety  anc 
excellence  of  its  game.  The  wood: 
fwarm  with  birds  of  almoft  ever) 
defcription,  particularly  the  common 
fowl,  which  is  diftingulfhed,  how  j 
ever,  from  ours  by  the  fhortenecj 
proportions  o'f  her  body  and  legs  I 
The  colour  of  the  hen  is  grey,  with 
feathers  fpotted  like  a  partridge 
There  are  three  different  fpecies  o 
turtle-dove ;  the  firft  grey,  and  aJ 
large  as  a  pullet ;  the  fecond  feems;| 
however,  to  be  only  a  dwarfifh  breecjj 
of  the  fir  ft  ;  the  third  is  green,  anc 
when  prepared  for  the  table  afford 
delicate  eating.  I  met  with  a  kinc 
of  bird,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  theft! 
iflands,  named  calao,  as  large  as  ;| 
goofe,  and  agreeable  to  the  tafte* 
but  extremely  ftiy  and  difficult  of 
approach.  He  frequents  low  fenrijj 
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grounds,  perches  on  the  tailed  tree 
in  their  vicinity,  and  flits  through 
the  air  with  a  flight  Angularly  ra¬ 
id.  This  bird  may  be  diffinguiffied 
y  a  large  red  oblong  crown,  which 
fee  ms  to  be  of  the  fame  fubftance 
with,  and  indeed  only  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  his  bill.  This  ornament, 
added  to  his  fize,  gives  him  a  kind 
of  majeftic  air.  The  feathers  are 
black,  mixed  with  a  dufky  red.  i 
had  the  pood  fortune  to  obtain  a 
very  beautiful  head  of  the  calap, 
which  1  had  the  honour  to  prefent 
to  the  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris. 
The  parroquet,  cockatoo,  and  ano¬ 
ther  pretty  little  fpecies  of  the  fame 
genus,  no  larger  than  a  linnet,  are 
;  furprifmgly  common.  There  is  alfo 
found  here  a  very  fmall  bird,  of  the 
diminutive  fize  of  a  w.afp,  whpfe 
colours,  confiding  in  a  fl;ade  of  yel¬ 
low,  mixed  with  red  and  blue,  are 
peculiarly  vivid  and  beautiful.  Many 
kinds  of  monkies,  one  of  which  is 
remarkably  large,  roe-bucks,  wild 
I  buffaloes,  and  other  quadrupeds, 
abound  in  the  wood?.  1  was  told  a 
!  great  deal  concerning  the  difference 
of  fize,  and  peculiar  qualities,  of 
their  ferpents ;  but  I  confefs  I  faw 
none  either  fo  extremely  large,  or 
furprifmgly  fmall,  as  to  juffify  the 
reports  of  the  natives. 

u  In  thefe  favoured  ifles,  nature 
feems  to  have  been  providentially 
mindful  of  the  cloathing,  as  well  as 
of  the  fubfiffence  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  foot  of  a  tall  fpecies  of  the  fig- 
bunnan  confifts  in  numberlefs  folds  of 
bark,  which,  in  a  certain  period  ol  pu¬ 
trefaction,  are  feparable  without  art  or 
difficulty.  Thefe  pierced  together  af¬ 
ford  them  a  fpecies  of  fine  linen,  liarfii 
indeed,  and  difagreeable  to  the  fkin, 
in  its  natural  ftate,  but  which  they 
have  learned  to  render  fufficiently 
foft  and  pliable,  by  a  preparation  of 
lime.  Befides  ferving  them  as  the 
^lat^'ials  of  linen,  cloth,  it  is  like- 


wife  ufeful  to  them  for  the  purpof$$ 
of  cordage. 

“  Man,  in  fine,  is  fed,  cloatned, 
and  lodged,  in  Samar,  at  little  ex¬ 
pence  of  toil,  either  in  mind  or  bo¬ 
dy.  His  rivers  are  every  where 
fliaded  with  the  bamboo,  and  his 
woods  fupply  him  with  the  nipe  and 
routan,  two  Ill  rubs  which  are  made 
to  anfvver  all  the  purpofes  of  nails  ; 
and  Inch  is  the  dexterity  of  the  In¬ 
dians  in  uniting  the  different  pieces 
of  bamboo,  that  in  the  whole  com 
firuction  of  his  hut  neither  iron  or 
any  other  metal  is  to  be  found.  Tvvq 
months  indufiry  in  the  courfe  of  the 
ye  at'  fuffice  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  a  people,  whofe  innocent  and 
gentle  manners  are  to  me  the 
firorjgeft  proofs  of  the  read  happineff 
they  enjoy. 

The  deportment  of  the  men  is 
eafy,  open,  and  affable  ;  the  women 
gre  gay  and  lively,  and  poffefs  in 
fome  degree  the  flippancy  of  the 
coquette,  without,  however,  bein</ 
inclined  to  the  vice  of  proftitution. 
The  Indian  has  little  propenfitv  to 
labour,  but  he  cannot  be  accufed  of 
avoiding  it  when  any  emergency 
renders  it  expedient.  Vanity  and 
lying  are  the  only  immoralities,  I 
could  d  iff  over  among  them  ;  and, 
though  I  have  not  found  them  prone 
either  to  jealoufy  or  theft,  they 
feemed,  however,  confiderably  keen 
in  their  dealings  with  Europeans.  I 
am  difpofed  to  believe  th^t  fenfibility 
of  mind  in  the  Indian  is  particularly 
nice  and  delicate,  having  obferved 
in  the  exercife  of  his  friendfhips  a 
warmth  and  ppennefs  of  heart  which  ~ 
I  have  not  diffovered  in  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  in  any  other  people. 

“  A  falute,  the  common  token  of 
love  betwixt  the  fexes,  and  of  affec¬ 
tion  among  relations,  is  here  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  gentle  afpiration  of  in- 
cenfe  on  that  part  of  the  face  to 
which  the  lips  are  meant  to  be  ap-. 
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plied.  The  Bid  a  van  Indians  in  ge¬ 
neral  di (cover  a  natural  tafte  for 
tnufic,  and  a  propenfify  to  the  me¬ 
chanic  arts  ;  and  I  am  convinced 
nothing  but  want  of  experience  pre¬ 
vents  their*  attaining  a  very  high  de¬ 
gree  of  eminence  in  thefe  purfuits. 
The  flexibility  of  their  nerves  and 
tnufcles  may,  perhaps  fcarcely  be 
credited  :  but  the  faff  is,  that  they 
handle  fmall  objects  with  their  feet 
with  equal  eafe  and  dexterity  as  we 
do  with  our  hands;  and  can  exert  a 
force  in  pinching  with  thpir  toes, 
not  lefs  than  that  of  an  European 
when  he  pinches  with  his  fingers. 
With  the  a  (lift  an  ce  of  his  campilan 
alone  the  Indian  makes  his  fiddle  or 
guitar,  cuts  down  the  largeft  tree  in 
the  fore  ft,  and  fhapes  and  excavates 
it  into  the  form  of  a  canoe.  At  one 
time  it  is  ufed  to  carve  on  the  bam¬ 
boo,  defigns  of  no  mean  effect,  for 
the  ornament  of  his  houffe  ;  at  ano¬ 
ther,  it  is  turned  againft  the  enemy 
for  his  perfonal  defence.  This,  in 
fhort,  teems  to  be  the  only  ed^ed  tool 
known,  or  at  lead  in  ufe,  among 
the  Indians  of  Samar. 

“  Among  their  productions  of 
art,  the  Indian  mat  merits  particular 
notice,  which  is  a  fpecies  of  menu 
fadture  of  fuch  finenefs,  that  a  piece 
of  fix  feet  went  ealily  into  my 
pocket.  It  is  executed  in  various 
handfome  defigns,  and  painted  with 
very  lively  and  elegant  colours, 
which  they  have  the  art  of  extradUng 

^  o 

from  different  trees. 

Siik,  cotton,  and  the  fibres  of 
the  fig-bannan  above  mentioned, 
jWnifh  the  Indian  with  the  raw 
materials  of  his  belt  man  u  fa  flu  res 
in  cloth.  Ele  makes  a  kind  of  lace, 
and  embroiders  his  filk  fluffs  with 
furprifing  elegance  and  add  refs. 
Each  family  is  provided  in  a  loom, 
for  its  own  domeftic  purpofes.  At 
fea  you  find  the  Indian  a  fhip’s  car¬ 
penter,  fail-maker,  and  caulker  * 


on  land,  a  rope-maker,  and  fhip- 
builder  :  but  though  he  isxercifes  oc- 
cafionallv  almoft  all  the  mechanic 
arts  for  his  own  amufement  or  con¬ 
venience,  he  is  never  found  to  pro- 
fecute  any  one  of  them,  exclufively 
of  the  reft.  I  was  informed,  but 
with  what  degree  of  certainty  I  will 
not  pretend  to  fav,  that  even  the 
art  of  writing  with  a  kind  of  pencil 
on  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-tree,  once 
exifted  in  this  ifiand. 

“  They  have  a  cuftom,  implied 
in  the  word  majjarer ,  of  cracking 
the  joints,  and  pinching  thf  flefh  in 
different  parts  of  the  body,  which, 
as  they  conceive,  tends  to  promote 
the  free  circulation  of  the  blood  and 
humours.  That  of  rubbing  the 
children’s  limbs  with  oil  is  likewife 
common  ;  ufages  which,  as  they  are 
not  peculiar  to  them,  but  prevalent 
over  the  whole  continent  of  Afia, 
may  be  prefumed  to  have  long  been 
found  to  have  a  falutary  effetft.  In 
place  of  cupping  they  ufe  fevere 
pinchings  on  the  neck  and  fhoulders, 
which  they  continue  to  exercife  until 
they  are  fatisfied  they  have  attained 
their  end.  They  let  blood  by  means 
of  incifions  made  in  the  fkin ;  and 
as  to  phyfic,  they  are  wonderfully 
verfant  in  the  virtues  of  many 
flowers,  bairns,  and  plants,  the  ufe 
and  application  of  which  they  owe 
to  nature  and  their  own  experience 
alone. 

“  Large  breeches,  which  defeend 
below  the  calf  of  the  leg,  a  fhirt 
falling  over  them  to  the  middle  of 
the  thigh,  and  a  handkerchief  twifted 
round  the  head  in  the  manner  of  a 
turban,  .conftitute  their  ordinary 
drefs.  On  occafions  of  ceremony 
they  appear  in  their  round  hat,  and 
a  kind  of  bed-gown  confiding  of  filk 
and  cotton.  Thick  fhort  fingers, 
and  long  nails  on  the  middle  and  lit- 
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tie  ones,  are  efteemed  highly  becom¬ 
ing,  infomiich  that  I  have  obferved 
‘  •  them 
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them  on  different  perfons  full  two 
inches  in  length  The  women  wear 
a  kind  of  apron,  which,  after  paf- 
fing  feveral  times  round  the  waift, 
fails  down  to  the  toe;  and  fome  of 
them  a  petticoat  of  fo  very  fine  and 
transparent  a  texture,  that  a  fenfe 
of  modefly  obliges  them  to  tuck  up 
a  corner  of  it  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
girdle,  whereby  one  leg  is  jpom- 
pletely  expoffd.  Their  fliift  defands 
only  to  the  top  of  the  hip  ;  and  the 
head-drefs  differs  but  little  from  that 
of  the  men,  except  that  they  rod 
their  hair  high  on  the  head,  fo  as 
in  fome  degree  to  give  it  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  crown.  If  to  thefe  we 
add  a  gown  worn  only  on  extraor¬ 
dinary  cccaflons,  I  have  mentioned 
every  article  of  their  apparel. 

“  1  he  hair  of  both  fexes  is  re¬ 
markably  fine,  particularly  that  of 
the  women,  which  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  comb  with  great  care,  and 
to  anoint  frequently  with  oil  of  the 
cocoa  nut,  in  order  to  ftrengthen 
and  render  it  of  a  deep  black.  Their 
nofe  is  fhort  and  deprefled,  but  the' 
noftrils  are  by  no  means  dilated  like 
thofe  of  the  negro ;  nor,  indeed , 
have  I  often  obferved  an  ugly  or  ill- 
favoured  woman  on  thofe  iflands. 
The  features  are  final],  and  not  al¬ 
ways  regular;  but  they  have  beau¬ 
tiful  eyes,  and  faces  uncommonly 
interefting  and  exprefiive.  They 
pfe  pitchers  of  the  bamboo ;  and 
fome  of  them  have  a  light  fort  of 
leaf  hat,  fmilar  to  what  is  worn  by 
Indians  of  the  firft  diflinClion.  One 
of  the  moft  beautiful  objects,  in 
iny  opinion^  that  can  meet  the  eye 
of  a  painter,  is  a  fine  young  Indian 
on  her  way  to  fen  ’’  water  from  the 
well.  The  large  leaf  mat,  the  deli¬ 
cate  arrangement  of  ;he  thin  trapf- 
parent  petticoat,  and  a  light  bamboo- 
pitcher  in  each  hand,  beftow  a  fur- 
pnifing  grace  and  dignity  on  her  per- 
fpft.  In  the  remote  parts  of  the 


country,  and  efpecially  at  a  diffance 
from  the  miffionaries,  perfons  of 
both  fexes  appear  almoft  naked. 

4*  The  natives  of  Samar  have  fifli 
in  plenty  and  variety  from  their  ri¬ 
vers,  as  well  as  the  fea-coaff,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  fupplies  them  hkewife 
in  very  elegant  pearls;  and  their 
manner  of  fifhing,  from  its  fingu- 
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laritv,  merits  notice: — There  is  a 
certain  pea  of  an  intoxicating  qua¬ 
lity,  named  cocc,  found  in  the  ifland, 
which  being  reduced  to  a  powder,  is 
fcattered  by  the  Indian,  at  low  wa¬ 
ter,  all  oyer  the  fand.  Upon  the 
return  of  the  tide,  the  fifh  which 
have  eaten  the  bait,  appear  floating 
in  a  ftate  of  infenflbiiitv  on  the  fur- 
face  of.  the  water,  and  are  picked  up 
with  cafe  in  what  numbers  the  fifh- 
erman  judges  convenient. 

44  The  iron-tree,  ebony,  and  dy¬ 
ing-wood,  grow  in  every  part  of  the 
ifland;  and  gold  duff  is  found  in 
fome  quantity  in  its  more  interior 
regions;  but  the  monks,  in  their 
concern  for  the  morals  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  have  been  careful  to  get  this 
dangerous  branch  of  traffic  into  their 
own  hands  The  Spaniards  them- 
felves  are  forbidden  to  reflde  in  the 
Indian  villages,  under  the  pretext 
of  protecting  the  innocence  of  the 
natives  againfl:  the  corruption  of 
European  manners.  The  council 
at  Manilla,  however,  has  lately  re- 
ffxained,  by  various  regulations,  the 
exorbitant  power  aflumed  by  the 
clergy  in  thofe  iflands. 

44  It  would  require  the  elegant 
g.eniusof  a  Virgil  or  Theocritus,*  tq 
make  the  reader  conceive  the  natural 
advantages  of  Samar — the  country, 
of  al]  thofe  I  have  yet  feen,  or  that 
perhaps  exifl  in  this  planet,  the  moft 
eminently  beautiful.  How  often 
have  I  envied  the  Biffayans  (for,  ex¬ 
cept  the  natives  of  Luconia,  it  is 
thus  they  name  ail  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Philippine  iiles)  the  happy  re- 
E  4  tirement 
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jtirement  of  this  little  infular  para- 
dife!  If  in  the  province  of  Te'g'as, 
the  mind  of  the  traveller  is  con¬ 
stantly  ron fed  and  agitated  by  ob¬ 
jects  of  grandeur  and  magnificence, 
in  the  ifland  Samar,  he  is  foothed 
and  enchanted  with  an  elegant  and 
j’ich  difplay  of  iirrlple  beauty.  In 
the  former  the  eye  flits  in  fucceffiori 
over  nature’s  flupendous  works,  from 
the  noble 'bp t  gloomy  foreff  to  the 
■widely  extended  plain,  bounded  by 
the  diflant  horizon  f  and  thence  to 
rivers  and  lakes;  the  noife  and  Vail 
furface  of  whofe  waters- are  formed 
to  imprefs  the  mind  with  the  awful 
rnajefiy  of  the  Creator.  In  the 
latter  are  the  emanations  of  his 
goodnefs,  fprings,  fountains,  and 
rivulets;  landscapes  elegantly  com- 
pofed  by  various  blendings  of  woods 
and  lawns, (  curioufly  interfering 
each,  other  as  they  feeiii  to  float  over 
fhe  Varied  afpeft  of  the  foil.  Woods, 
it  is  true,  without  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  the  Tegan  fore  ft,  but 
which,  enlivened  by  the  bloffoms  of 
fpring,  or  loaded  with  their  autum¬ 
nal  fruits,  yield  balfam  for  "the 
wounds,  and  odours  for  the  ref  efh- 
xnent  of  the  natives.  The  wild  bee¬ 
hive  hanging  from  the  branches; 
the  air  highly  perfumed  with  a- very 
fragrant  fpecies  of  wild  jeffamy,  and 
the  fweet  rbfes  of  China;  every 
thing,  in  fine,  prefents  nature  in 
adolefcenfce,  fuch  as  fhe  exifls  before 
the  folly  and  caprice  of  man  have 
learned  to  disfigure  or  efface  her  na¬ 
tive  charms. 

•  H  Here  I  was  often  at  a  lofs  to  de¬ 
termine  which  had  the  mod  claim  to 
my  admiration,  the  beauty  of  the 
country,  or  the  gentle  and  imlocCnt 
manners  of  the  natives.  Having 
continued  my  travels  half  round  the 
globe,  I  had  become  lefs  addicted  to 
local  and  illiberal  partialities,  and  in 
{ome  meafure  fenlible  how  little  the 
jjiarrow  prejudices  of  education  ac¬ 


cord  with  the  fentiments  of  an  open 
and  candid  mind.  Hence,  if  I  en¬ 
vied  the'  Biflayan’s  country,  I  was 
Hill  more  covetous  of  his  Society,  of  1 
that  fincertty  vifible  in  the  whole  te- 
nour  of  his  cohdudk,  and  above  all 
of  that  calm  ferenity  of  mind  but 
little  exhibited  by  the  more  polifhed 
circles  in  modern  Europe.  I  fur- 
veyed  with  fat isfadtion  the  fmalleft  \ 
of  nature’s  works,  which  the  levity 
of  a  refined  imagination  has  in  no 
inftance  taught  the  Biffayan  either 
to  impair  or  deftroy.  M:y  heart 
was  enchanted  in  my  attendance  on 
their  religions  worfjiip,  which  is  ac-  ■ 
companied'  with  a  very  flmple  but 
interefiing  and  exprefitae  fpecies  of 
mufic.  Under  t|iefe  and  fimilar  im-  1 
preffions,  I  became  particularly  dif- 
pofed  to  acknowledge  the  goodnefs 
of  divine  providence,  which  had  led," 
me  as  it  were  by  the  hand  through 
all  my  wanderings;  and  my  j 
thoughts  being  turned  towards  reli¬ 
gion  in  general,  I  gave  more  atten-  ' 
tion  than  ufual  to  fhe  confideration  , 
of  rpy  ownf. 

44  The  language  of  chriffianity 
teaches  us  to  aferibe  to  the  divine 
mind  an  attribute  of  excellence  un¬ 
known  in  any  other  religious  fyftem. 

In  the  new  Teflament  he  is  repre- 
fented  equally  tranfcendi'ng  in 
meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  and  humility, 
as  in  power,  wifdom,  and  majefty ; 
and  not  lefs  great  and  adorable  for 
the  examples  of  his  condefcenfion, 
than  for  that  afloniftiing  grandeur 
difplayed  in  the  number  and  magni¬ 
tude  of  his  works.  By  other  reli¬ 
gions  he  has  been  pourtrayed  as  the 
objeft  of  awe  and  terror ;  by  this  he' 
is  revealed  in  the  amiable  character 
of  brother  and  friend,  as  well  as  of 
law-giver  and  judge,  '  Qualified, 
therefore,  to  quiet  the  fears,  to  en-  jj 
courage  the  hopes,  and  in  one  word 
to  conftitute  the  happinefs  of  all  who,  ^ 
Submit  to  its  precepts  in  the  fame*  J 

■•  i  ,  h  honefty 
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onefty  and  fimplicity  with  the  good  form  fpirit  and  tendency,  an  un. 
iiflayans,  the  elements  of  the  chril-  queftionable  claim  to  the  univerfai 
an  fcheme  eftablifli,  in  their  uni-  belief  and  acceptance  of  mankind.” 

Pi**  / 


IHARACTER  of  the  PEASANTRY  of  NORWAY,  with  a  SHORT 
ACC.OUN  F  of  the  PRESENT  STATE  of  that  COUNTRY. 

from  the  third  volume  of  Coxe’s  Travels  into  Poland,  Ruffia,  Sweden, 

and  Denmark.] 

THE  Norwegians,  being  the  clalTed  as  failors)  not  born  in  a  town, 
fame  race  with  the  Danes,  or  upon  fome  noble  eftate,  is  by 
id  fo  long  connected  with  them  in  birth  a  foldier,  and  enrolled  for  fer- 
ligion  and  government,  fpeak  the  vice  at  the  age  of  fixteen.  From 
me  language,  with  a  neceflary  mix-  that  year,  until  he  has  attained 
re  of  provincial  expreflions.  the  age  of  26,  he  is  claffed  in  the 
'life,  a  native  of  Norway,  informs  young  militia.  At  26  he  enters  in- 
,  that  the  gentry  and  inhabitants  to  the  old  militia,  and  continues  to 
the  principal  towns,  allowing  for  ferve  till  3  ,  at  which  period  he  re- 
few  provincial  expreflions,  fpeak  ceives  his  difcharge.  The  militia 
irer  Danifli  than  is  ufual  even  in  take  the  held  every  year  in  the  month, 
snmark,  noc  excepting  Copenha-  of  June,  and  remain  encamped 
n;  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  about  a  month, 
ftern  confines  bordering. on  Swe-  “  Norway  is  bJeffed  with  a  parti- 

n  naturally  blend  many  Swedifli  cular  code,  cailed  the  Norway  Law, 
>rds ;  that  throughout  the  whole  compiled  by  GrieffelfeJd,  at  the 
untry  the  general  accent  and  ca-  command  of  Chriftian  the  Fifth,  the 
nee  is  more  analogous  to  the  Swe-  great  legiflator  of  his  country.  By 
lh  than  to  the  Danifli  pronuncia-  this  law,  the  palladium  of  Norway, 
>n;  and  that  the  inhabitants  on  the  peafants  are  free,  a  few  only  ex- 
e  wefiern  coaffs,  who  have  a  more  cepted  on  certain  noble  eftatesnear 
nftant  communication  with  the  Frederickffadt.  But  the  virtue  of 
ines,  partake  lefs  of  this  peculi-  this  law  extends  itfelf  even  to  thofe 
Jty-  (  lerfs,  tor  no  proprietor  can  have 

“  The  Norwegians  maintain  thei|*  more  than  one  of  thefe  privileged 
/n  army,  which  confifis  of  24,000  eflates  ;  and  unlefs  he  pofieffes  a  title 
fan  try,  and  6,000  cavalry.  The  or  certain  rank,  and  refides  on  his 
l>ops  are  muefi  efteemed  for  their  eftate,  he  lofes  his  privilege,  and 
avery,  and,  like  the  Swifs  moun-  the  peafants  are  free, 
neers,  exceedingly  attached  to  their  44  The  benefits  of  the  Norway 
Jntry.  code  are  fo  vifible  in  its  general  ef- 

44  The  horfes  which  fupply  their  fe&s  on  the  happim-fs  and  in  the  ap- 
^alry  arefmall,  but  lirong,  aHive,  pearance  of  the  peafants,  that  a  tra- 
d  hardy.  .  ,  veller  muff  be  blind  who  does  not 

“  Every  peafant  (thofe  excepted,  inliantly  perceive  the  difference  be- 
f°  inhabit  the  coafts,  and  afe  tween  the  free  peafants  of  Norway 

"  ;  '  1  •’  1  ‘  and 
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and  the  enflaved  vaflals  of  Denmark, 
though  both  living  under  the  fame 
government. 

O 

“  Manv  of  the  peafants  pretend 
to  be  descended  from  the  antient 
nobles,  and  fome  even  from  the 
royal  line:  they  greatly  pride  them- 
felves  upon  this  fyppofed  defcent, 
and  are  careful  not  to  give  their 
children  in  marriage  but  to  their 

o 

equals  in  birth  and  blood. 

44  A  curious  cuflom  prevails  in 
Norway,  called  odels  right,  or  right 
of  inheritance,  by  which  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  certain  freehold  efrates 
may  re-purchafe  his  eftate,  which 
either  he  or  any  of  his  anceftors 
have  fold,  provided  he  can  prove 
the  title  of  his  family.  But  in  order 
to  enforce  this  claim,  his  anceftors; 
or  he,  mu  ft  have  declared  every 
tenth  year,  at  the  fefnons,  that  they 
lay  claim  to  the  eftate,  but  that  they 
want  money  to  redeem  it;  and  if 
he,  or  his  heirs  are  able  to  obtain  a 
fufpcient  fum,  then  the  poftefTor 
imift,  on  receiving  the  money,  give 
up  the  eftate  to  the  odels-man.  For 
this  reafon,  the  peafants  who  are 
freeholders,  keep  a  ftriftt  account  of 
their  pedigree.  This  cuflom  is  at¬ 
tended  with  advantages  and  difad- 
vantages.  As  to  the  advantages,  it 
Exes  the  affections  of  the  peafant  on 
his  native  place,  and  he  improves1 
with  pleafure  thofe  poileffons  which 
are  fo  ftrongly  fecured  to  him :  it 
mcreafes  the  confequence  and  excites 
the  induftry  of  bis  family.  On  the 
contrary,  the  eftate  lofes  its  value 
when  'fold  to  another  perfion,  be- 
catife,  as  he  pofieftes  only  a  precari¬ 
ous  eftate,  which  he  may  be  obliged 
to  refign,  he  is  not  inclined  to  im¬ 
prove  the  lands,  as  if  they  were  ir¬ 
recoverably  his  own. 

■  44  The  Norwegian  peafants  poftefs 
much  fpirit  and  tire  in  their  manner, 
are  frank,  open,  and  undaunted, 
yet  not  infolent;  never  fawning 


to  their  fuperiors,  yet  paying  pro 
per  refpedl  to  thofe  above  them. 

44  Their  principal  mode  of  faluti 
is  by  offering  their  hand  ;  and  wher 
we  gave  them  or  paid  them  a  trifle 
the  peafants,  inftead  of  return  in; 
thanks  by  words  or  by  a  bow,  fhool 
our  hands  with  great  franknefs  arc 
cordiality. 

“  The  peafants  of  Norway  ar 
well  clothed  and  well  lodged,  and 
appear  to  poftefs  more  comforts  an«] 
conveniencies  of  life  than  any  whicll 
I  have  feen  in  the  courfe  of  my  tra 
vels,  excepting  in  fome  parts  © 
Switzerland. 

44  They  weave  their  ordinary 
cloth  and  linen ;  they  make  alfo  ; 
kind  of  fluff  like  a  Scotch  plaid 
The  cloth  which  the  men  ufe  fo 
their  coats  is  principally  of  a  ftonl 
colour,  with  red  button  holes,  am 
white  metal  buttons. 

44  The  women,  while  employee! 
in  their  houfehold  affairs,  frequently! 
as  in  Sweden,  appear  only  with  ;jj 
petticoat  and  a  fhift,  with  a  collai 
reaching  to  the  throat,  and  a  blacl‘ 
fafti  tied  round  the  waift.  Then 
linen  is  remarkably  fine:  and  as  the; 
are  ufualiy  well  made,  this  mode  o 
drefs  fets  off  their  fhapes  to  th 
higheft  advantage. 

44  The  common  food  of  the  peafanj 
is  milk,  cheefe,  dried  or  falted  fifth; 
and  fometimes,  but  rarely,  flefli  q| 
dried  meat,  oat-bread  called  flacl! 
brod,  baked  in  fmall  cakes  aboir 
the  fize  and  thicknefs  of  a  pancake 
it  is  ufualiy  made  twice  a  year.  | 
obferved  a  woman  employed  in  pre; 
paring  it :  having  placed  over  th 
fire  a  round  iron  plate,  fhe  took  : 
handful  of  dough,  and  rolled  it  em 
with  a  rolling-pin  to  the  fize  of  th 
iron  plate  ;  fine  then  placed  it  or 
the  plate,  and  baked  it  on  one  fide 
then  turned  it  on  the  other  with  j 
fmall  ftick.  In  this  manner  fh| 
baked  an  aftoniihing  number  in  lei 
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han  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  I 
vas  informed  that  one  woman,  in 
me  day,  ran  bake  fufficient  for  the 
amily  during  a  whole  year.  The 
>eafants  alfo,  in  times  of  fcarcity, 
nix  the  bark  of  trees,  ufually  of  the 
ir  tree,  with  their  oatmeal ;  then 
iry  this  bark  before  the  fire,  grind 
t  to  powder,  mix  it  with  fome  oat- 
neal,  then  bake  it,  and  eat  it  like 
•read  :  it  is  bitterifh,  and  affords  but 
ttle  nourifhment. 

“  As  a  luxury,  the  peafants  eat 
harke,.  or  thin  Hires  of  meat, 
prinkled  with  fait,  and  dried  in  the 
find,  like  hung  beef;  alfo  a  foup 
nade  like  a  haffy -pudding,  of oatmeal 
r  barlev-meal,  and  in  order  to  ren- 
er  it  more  palatable,  they  put  in 
:  a  pickled  herring  or  falted  mac- 
erel. 

“  The  ufe  of  potatoes  has  been 
ately  introduced,  but  thofe  roots  do 
iot  grow  to  any  fize  in  a  country 
/here  the  fummer  is  fo  fliort. 

“  Fabricius  drongly  recommends, 
n  times  of  fcarcitv,  the  modes  and 
icherrs,  and  particularly  the  lichen 
tlandicus ,  which  yields  a  very  nou- 
ifhingfudenance,  and  is  commonly 
ifed  for  food  in  Iceland. 

“  According  to  a  feries  of  mete- 
irological  obfervations  taken  bv  Mr. 
Yilfe,  pafforof  Sydeborg,  it  fnows 
nod  in  December  and  in  the  middle 
>f  January.  It  rains  mod:  in  April, 
Dftober,  and  Augud.  The  cleared 
veather  is  from  the  middle  of  June 
o  the  middle  of  J uly,  and  during 
he  whole  month  of  March.  Winds 
ire  mod  violent  in  the  middle  and 
after  end  of  April,  May,  and  Oc- 
ober.  The  dilled  feafon  is  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  ;  from  the  tenth  of  June  to 
he  eleventh  of  July,  and  in  the 
niddle  of  Augud,  a  circumdance 
rery  profitable  to  the  oat-harved, 
vhich  of  all  corn  is  more  eafily  Alb¬ 
ert  to  cad  its  ripe  grain  in  windy 
-veather.  If  we  compare  the  cli¬ 


mate  of  Norway  with  the  climate  of 
London,  March  at  London  is  like 
April  and  the  beginning  of  May  in 
Norway  ;  and  the  March  of  Nor- 
way  is  our  January.  On  account  of 
the  frequent  fpring  frods,  feeds  ought 
not  to  be  fown  in  gardens  before  the 
twentieth  of  May,  and  the  frods  of 
the  latter  end  of  Augud  are  no  Ids 
detrimental. 

u  The  heat  and  cold  varies  fa 
much  in  Norway,  that  in  June  or 
July,  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer,  as  obferved  by  Mr. 
Wilfe  at  Sydeborg,  near  Frederick- 
diall,  not  unufually  rifes  to  88,  and 
on  the  fird  of  January  178?,  fell  to 
— 22,  or  54  degrees  below  the  freez¬ 
ing  point.  At  Eger,  according  to 
profeflbr  Stroem’s  obfervations,  it 
fell  on  that  fame  day  to — 36J-  ;  and 
at  Kongfberg  to — 40,  or  72  below 
freezing  point,  a  degree  of  cold  by 
which  quickdlver  is  congealed,  This 
extreme  rife  and  fall  of  the  quick- 
diver  makes  a  difference  of  1 10 
degrees  between  the  greated  heat  and 
greated  cold  at  the  fame  place ;  a 
difference  much  more  confiderable 
than  is  obferved  at  Upfala  or  Stock¬ 
holm,  which  lie  nearly  in  the  fame 
latitude  as  Sydeborg. 

“  In  fome  places  vegetation  is  fo 
quick,  that  the  corn  is  fown  and  cut 
in  fix  or  feven  weeks. 

“  Tillage  cannot  generally  be  very 
flouridling  in  a  country,  which  is 
in  many  parts  fo  rocky  as  to  defy  the 
plough  ;  where  the  climate  is  fo  fe- 
vere,  that  the  hoar-frods  begin  in 
September,  and  where  the  cold  in 
the  highlands  prevents  the  maturity 
of  the  corn.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
the  fmall  vallies,  and  the  intervals 
between  the  rocks,  are  ufually  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  fruitful  foil,  and  that 
the  indudry  of  the  peafants  covers 
the  naked  rocks,  and  the  fandy 
grounds  with  a  new  earth  ;  yet  the 
arable  grounds  are  few,  and  no  parts 
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Norway  vield  fnfficient  ccrn  for  in¬ 
terior  confumption,  the  diflriCts  of 
Hedemark,  Toten,  and  Ringerike, 
excepted. 

This  deficiency  is  occafioned  by 
the  nature  of  the  climate  and  foil. 
In  fpring,  and  in  the  firft  fummer 
months,  the  drought  and  heat  are 
frequently  fo  intolerable,  and  the 
vegetable  ■  mould  fo  thin,  that  the 
roots  of  the  corn  and  grafs  are  burned 
up,  if  a  few  days  of  funihine  fucceed 
each  other  without  rain.  Alfo  the 
greateft  part  of  the  foil  is  fo  much 
blended  with  fand,  that  top  much 
rain  cannot  fall  in  fpring  and  fum¬ 
mer.  In  autumn,  on  the  contrary, 
the  decreafed  warmth,  and  the  great 
quantity  pf  rain  prevents  the  corn 
from  ripening,  and  it  is  frequently 
cut  green.  Not  unufually,  when  a 
favourable  feafon  has  ripened  the 
corn,  the  frequent  and  violent  au¬ 
tumnal  rains  hinder  the  carrying  of 
it  in  until  it  is  almoft  fpoiled.  Alfo 
the  fmall  quantity  of  arable  land 
feldom  lies  fallow,  but  is  fowed 
every  year,  and  therefore  requires 
more  manure  than  can  be  eafilv  pro¬ 
cured. 

u  All  thefe  ci  r  cum  fiances  fo  much 
counteract  the  induftry  of  the  Nor¬ 
wegian  farmers,  that  even  in  the 
moft  favourable  feafons,  a  confidera- 
ble  importation  of  corn  is  annually 
necefiary  ;  and  in  unfavourable  har- 
vefh  theutmoft  dearth  is  experienced 
in  all  the  inland  parts,  as  the  tranf- 
port  of  the  corn  from  the  fea  coafls 
is  highly  expenEve. 

“  "in  order  to  dry  the  corn  expofed 
to  the  heavy  rains,  the  peafants  fix 
forked  poles,  about  ten  feet  high, 
place  rows  pf  other  poles  tranf- 
verfely,  on  which  they  file  the 
{heaves,  the  lavvermoft  row  hanging 
about  two  feet  from  the  ground. 
They  are  alfo  frequently  obliged  to 
bake  the  corn  in  wooden  flieds, 
kyated  by  means  of  ftoves, 


“  As  Norway,  therefore,  do. 
not  produce  fufficient  corn  for  its  ou 
confumption,  Denmark  enjoys  tl 
exclufive  privilege  of  fupplying  wit 
grain  that  part  called  Sudenfield 
comprehending  the  two  governmen 
of  Aggerhuus  and  Chriffianfant 
This  monopoly  frequently  occafior 
a  fcarcity  of  corn  ;  but  though  form 
times  attended  with  great  inconven: 
encies  and  occafional  diftrefs,  yet  wi 
not  be  abolished  without  great  diff 
culty,  becaufe  the  Danifh  noble; 
who  are  always  st  the  head  of  aj 
fairs,  find  their  intereft  in  its  con 
finuance. 

“  But  Norway,  however  deficien 
in  arable  land,  is  exceedingly  rich  it 
paflure,  and  confequently  produce 
much  cattle.  The  mode  of  keeping 
the  cows  is  fimilar  to  that  praCtifec 
in  the  mountains  of  Switzerland 
About  the  middle  of  May  they  an 
driven  to  the  meadows ;  towards  the 
middle  of  June  are  fent  to  paflure 
on  the  heights,  or  in  the  rpidft  qjj 
the  forelb,  where  they  continue  till 
autumn.  The  cows  are  ufuaily 
attended  by  a  woman,  who  inhabits  aj 
fmall  hut,  milks  them  twice  a  day, 
and  makes  batter  and  cheefe  on  the 
fpot.  On  their  return  the  cattle 
are  paflured  in  the  meadows,  until 
the  fnow  fets  in  about  the  middle  of 
October,  when  they  are  removed  to 
the  flables,  and  fed  during  winte^ 
with  four  fifths  of  flraw,  and  one- 
fifth  of  hay.  The  horfes  are  ufuaily 
foddered  with  hay  during  winter, 
and  are  feldom  paflured  before  the 
beginning  of  June.  In  fome  places 
the  cattle  are  fed  alfo  with  falted 

fifh. 

u  Agriculture  has  been  of  late 
years  greatly  improved  in  thefe  parts, 
and  the  landed  eftatesare  increafed 
within  thefe  laft  fifty  years  near  onsj 
third  in  their  value.  This  improve¬ 
ment  is  confiderably  owing  to  the  la¬ 
bours  and  encouragement  of  the  pa- 
' v .  triotic 
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riotic  fociety,  which  gives  premiums 
hr  the  bell:  improvements  and  in- 
kuCtions  in  every  part  of  farming. 

“  The  fiftieries,  particularly  on 
he  weftern  coaft,  furnifh  employ - 
nent  and  wealth  to  the  natives,  and 
re  the  means  of  fupplving  thefineft 
ailors  for  manning  the  Danifh  fleet 
n  times  of  war. 

“  The  principal  fifli,  which,  dried 
.nd  faked,  furnifh  fo  confiderable  an 
rticle  of  exportation,  are  the  cod, 
he  ling,  and  the  whiting :  their  li¬ 
ters,  befides,  yield  train  oil,  and 
he  fmalleft  are  given  as  winter  fod- 
ler  to  the  cattle. 

“  The  herring  fifhery  is  not  fo 
>rofitable  as  formerly,  as  thefe  fifh, 
vhich  ufed  to  frequent  the  coafts  of 
Morway,  in  their  progrefs  from  the 
lorth  pole,  now  keep  at  a  greater 
liftance  from  thefe  fhores,  and  firft 
ipproach  the  rocks  of  Marftrand 
ind  Stroemftrand,  which  has  trans- 
brred  to  the  Swedes  the  principal 
lerring-fifhery  in  thefe  parts,  though 
till  fufficient  profit  accrues  to  thofe 
mterprifing  fifhermen  who  venture 
further  from  the  coafts. 

“  The  falmon  are  taken  partly  in 
die  bays,  and  partR  in  the  rivers, 
:he  ftreams  of  which  they  afcend 
for  the  purpofe  of  fpawning  in 
fpringi  This  is  the  moil  coftly  fifli 
in  thefe  parts,  and  is  cured  by  faking 
and  fmoking. 

“  Mackerel  might  alfo  be  taken 
m  much  larger  quantities,  if  many 
of  the  Norwegians  were  not  preju¬ 
diced  againft  eating  them,  from  a 
ftrange  notion,  that  ftioals  of  mac¬ 
kerel  often  attack  and  devour  the 
human  fpecies,  when  bathing  in  the 
fea. 

u  The  extenfive  forefts  of  'Nor¬ 
way,  which  furnifh  riches  to  the 
proprietors,  and  fo  much  employ¬ 
ment  to  the  natives,  are  applied  to 
*he  following  purpofes  ; 


“  1.  Forfpars,  beams,  and  planks, 
which  are  exported  in  fuch  large 
quantities.  2.  For  charcoal,  which 
is  required  for  the  fmelting  of  the 
ores,  for  the  glafs  furnaces,  and 
other  manufactures.  The  wood 
ufed  for  this  purpofe  is  ufuallyof  an 
inferior  fort,  and  chiefly  in  the  in¬ 
ner  parts,  where  the  tranfport  of 
the  planks  is  too  expenfive.  3.  For 
buildings  the  greateft  pait  of  the 
houfes  in  Norway  being  conftruCted 
of  wood;  for  although  there  is 
plenty  of  ftone,  yet  the  tranfporting 
of  the  materials,  and  the  lime,  are 
too  expenfive  for  common  ufe.  4. 
For  the  roads,  which,  in  the  more 
northern  parts,  are  almoft  entirely 
formed  with  wood.  5.  Far  turpen¬ 
tine,  for  which  the  oldeft  trees  ar« 
moftly  ufed.  6.  For  fencing  and 
eiiclofing  the  fields,  quickfet  hedges 
being  almoft  unknown.  The  wood 
ufed  for  enclofures  is  chiefly  pine  or 
fir,  and  muftbe  renewed  every  three 
or  four  years.  7.  For  fuel.  8* 
For  manure,  by  the  fame  pfocefs  of 
burning  the  trees  and  manuring  the 
foil  with  the  allies,  which  is  prac- 
tii'ed  in  Sweden,  and  is  fo  destruc¬ 
tive  to  the  forefts. 

“  Befldes  thefe  general  ufes  derived 
from  the  forefts,  the  particular  trees 
are  beneficially  employed  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purpofes : 

“  The  bark  of  the  pine  or  fir, 
and  alfo  of  the  elm,  which  is  not 
common  in  Norway,  is  dried, 
ground,  and  mixed  among  meal, 
and  is  boiled  up  with  other  food, 
to  feed  fwine,  who  thrive  much  up¬ 
on  it. 

u  The  birch,  which  flourifhes  in 
thefe  northern  regions,  is  particu¬ 
larly  ufe ful  for  various  purpofes.  It 
is  more  generally  ufed  for  fuel  than 
any  other  wood.  The  outer  bark, 
or  the  white  rind,  on  account  of  its 
firmnefs  and  lap,  eafily  efcapes  pu¬ 
trefaction 
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trefa&ion  even  in  the  damped  places : 
and  for  this  reafon  is  employed  for 
covering  the  roofs  of  the  houfes,  in 
order  to  keep  out  the  rain. 

44  This  mode  of  roofing  occafions 
filch  a  large  confumption  of  the 
Outward  bark,  that  the  birch,  which 
are  felled,  would  not  fupply  a  diffi¬ 
dent  quantity  ;  it  is,  therefore,  not 
linufual  to  drip  off  the  outward 
bark  while  the  tree  is  danding,  and 
if  peeled  with  care,  it  always  grows 
again. 

44  The  inner  bark  of  the  birch  is 
applied  like  the  bark  of  oaks  for 
tanning  hides,  fidiingnets,  andfails, 
which  it  renders  more  durable. 

44  This  tree  alfo  fupplies  a  kind 
of  wine  by  the  following  procefs :  a 
hole  is  bored  in  the  trunk,  and  the 
wine  didils  into  a  flalk  placed  under 
it.  The  tree  differs  little  damage, 
if  the  hole  is  immediately  clofed  by 
a  wooden  peg.  The  twig?  of  the 
birch,  as  well  as  the  elder  and  afpen 


are  given  to  horfes  infcarcityof  fod¬ 
der.  4  decodion  of  oak  leaves  ini 
beer  is  ufed  by  the  peafants  as  a  cure 
for  the  rheumatifm,  by  applying  a 
cloth  dipped  in  the  decodion  to  the; 
part  affeded. 

44  The  general  exports  of  Norway 
are  tallow,  butter,  fait,  dried  fiffi,: 
timber  and  plank,  horfes  and  horned 
cattle,  diver,  allum,  Pruffian  blue,* 
copper,  of  which  the  celebrated! 
mine  of  Roras  yields  annually  to  the  I 
value  of  £.  67,  500 ;  and  iron,  of 
which  the  moff  produdive  mine  is: 
near  Arendal. 

44  Norway  abounds  in  lakes  and  I 
rivers,  more  than  any  country  I 
ever  vifited  excepting  Switzerland.!] 
It  is  remarkable  for  the  number  and;j 
beauty  of  the  bays  fringed  with  j 
wood.  Many  of  the  lakes  are  fo 
large,  that  they  appear  like  inlets  of 
the  fea :  and  the  bays  are  fo  fmall, 
that  they  appear  like  lakes :  but  I  i 
am  anticipating  my  journal.” 

!; 
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MOROCCO. 

[From  Lempriere’s  Tour  from  Gibraltar  to  Tangier,  Sallee,  Moggo- 

dore,  &c.] 


w  rmjTy  O  think  juftly  and  with  can- 
J.  dour  of  the  Mooriih  charac¬ 
ter,  we  muff  take  into  our  confider- 
ation  the  natural  effeds  of  a  total 
want  of  education,  a  moff  rigidly 
arbitrary  government,  and  a  climate 
calculated,  as  far  as  climate  has  in¬ 
fluence,  to  ftimulate  and  excite  the 
vicious  paffions,  as  well  as  by  its 
debilitating  and  relaxing  influence  to 
weaken  and  deprefs  the  nobler  ener¬ 
gies  of  the  mind,  To  thefe  we  may 
add  the  difadvantages  arifing  from 
the  want  of  a  free  intercourfe  with 
other  nations,  and  the  influence  of 


an  abfurd  and  uncharitable  re  If  ji 
gion. 

44  In  fuch  a  Rate  of  things  the  tra¬ 
veller  is  not  to  be  furprifed  if  he  ob-  ! 
ferves  moft  of  the  vices  of  favage  na¬ 
tions  grafte d  upon  thofeof  luxury  and 
indolence  ;  if  he  obfervesfuperflition^ 
avarice, sand  luff,  the  leading  features 
ofeharader,  with  their  natural  conco^ 
mitants,  deceit  andjealoufy  ;  he  isnot- 
to  be  furprifed  if  he  finds  but  little 
of  the  amiable  attachments  and  pro- 
penfities,  little  of  friendfh ip  or  foci al 
union  with  each  other,  fince  the  na~  | 
ture  of  the  government,  and  the  I 

habits 
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ibits  of  his  private  life,  are  calcu- 
ted  to  infpire  each  man  with  a 
ft ru ft  and  fufpicion  of  his  neigh- 
)ur. 

u  I  will  not  alfert,  however,  that 
is  character  will  univerfally  apply. 
-However  the  cuftrtms  and  govern- 
ent  o t  a  nation  may  militate  aeainft 
rtue  and  excellence,  there  are  aL- 
ays  fplendid  exceptions  to  the  pre- 
Llent  vices  of  every  fociety.  There 
e  certainly  among  the  Moors  many 
hofe  private  virtues  would  do  ho- 
>ur  to  any  civilized  nation  ;  but  I 
n  lorry  to  add,  that  thofe  charac- 
rs  are  not  numerous.  Groaning 
iderthe  fevereft  oppreftionsof  def- 
>tifm,  they  lofe  all  fpirit  for  in- 
iftry  and  improvement,  and  fuffer 
dolence  and  ignorance  to  reign 
irhout  controul.  Senftble  of  the 
icertainty  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
hour  and  ingenuity,  the  great  ma- 
rity  of  the  people  remain  content 
ifh  the  bare  neceftaries  of  life,  or 
hen  in  power,  endeavour  to  enrich 
emfelves  bythe  fame  means  which 
id  before  kept  them  in  a  ftate  of 
jverty. 

“  Arts  and  fciences  feem  to  be  al¬ 
oft  unknown  here,  or,  if  at  all 
iltivated,  it  is  only  by  the  Jews, 
ho  indeed  are  the  only  induftrious 
id  ingenious  people  in  the  country, 
he  Moors  in  general  may  be  con¬ 
cert'd  as  exifting  in  the  paftoral 
he,  following  only  a  few  mechan- 
al  trades,  and  leaving  every  thing 
at  requires  invention  to  the  Jews, 
ho  have  like  Wife  fife  principal  ma- 
igement  of  their  commercial  and 
Kuniary  matters;  and  even  thofe 
w  of  the  Moors  who  are  merchants, 
e  obliged  to  have  jew  agents  for 
e  purpofe  of  franfafting  their  bu- 
lefs, 

“  Fearful  of  having  it  difcovered 
at  they  are  rich,  fooner  than  part 
ith  money,  which,  under  fuch  cir- 
^nftances,  is  of  little  or  no  ufe  to 


them,  they  deprive  themfelves  of  the 
luxuries  and  even  comforts  of  life  ; 
they  hoard  up  and  conceal  their  trea- 
fures,  though  feldom  fo  artfully  but 
they  are  at  length  detefted,  and  con- 
fequently  plundered  by  the  balhaw, 
the  prince,  or  the  emperor.  To 
conceal  more  elfe&ually  their  riches* 
they  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
every  form  of  diflimulation  and  de¬ 
ceit;  and  being  exercifed  in  thefe 
qualities  during  the  early  paitof  life* 
at  a  more  advanced  period  they  be¬ 
come  an  eftabliflied  part  of  their 
character. 

“  The  Moors  are  naturally  of  a 
grave  and  penfive  difpofition,  fervid 
in  profeiftons  of  friendlliip,  butvety 
infincere  in  their  attachments.  Thev 
have  no  curiofttv,  no  ambition  of 
knowledge;  an  indolent  habit, 
united  to  the  want  of  mental  culti¬ 
vation  renders  them  perhaps  even 
more  callous  than  other  unenlight¬ 
ened  people  to  every  delicate  fenfa- 
tion,  and  they  require  more  than 
ordinary  excitement  to  render  them 
feuhble  of  pleafure  or  of  pain.  This 
languor  of  fentiment  is,  however, 
unaccompanied  with  the  fmalleft: 
fparkof  courage  Or  fortitude.  When 
in  adverftty,  they  manifeft  the  moft 
abjeft  fubmiflion  to  their  fuperiors, 
and  in  prosperity,  their  tyranny  and 
pride  is  infupportable.  They  fre¬ 
quently  fmile,  but  feldom  are  heard 
to  laugh  loud.  The  moft  infallible 
mark  of  internal  tranquillity  and 
enjoyment  is,  when  theyamiftethern- 
felves  with  ftroking  or  playing  with 
their  beard.  When  roufed  by  re- 
fentment,  their  difputes  rarely  pro¬ 
ceed  further  than  violently  to  abufe 
each  other  in  the  moft  opprobrious 
language.,  They  never  fight  or  box 
with  their  fills,  like  our  peasantry, 
but  when  a  quarrel  proceeds  to  great 
extremities,  they  collar  each  other, 
and  fornetimes  terminate  a  dilpute 
by  alTafftnatinn. 

“  It 
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Ci  It  Has  been  fomewhere  remark¬ 
ed,  that  whatever  debafes  the  human 
fpirit  corrupts  at  the  fame  time  and 
depraves  the  heart.  That  a  bj  eft  nets 
of  uifpofitioo,  which  a  flate  of  fla- 
very  induces,  eradicates  every  noble, 
every  generous  fentiment.  The 
Moors  are  difhonourable  and  unfair 
in  all  their  dealings;  nor  are  the 
treated:  among  them  exempt  from 
propensities  which  would  difgrace 
the  meaneft  of  the  civilized  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Europe.  When  the  late 
emperor’s  army  was  at  Tangier,  one 
of  the  confuls  invited  the  Moorifll 
general  and  his  particular  friend  to 
tea.  Soon  after  their  departure  the 
conful  miffed  one  of  his  tea-fpoons, 
and  knowing  the  difpofitions  of  the 
Moors,  ft  nt  to  the  general  for  it  ; 
who  immediately  returned  it,  and 
Pimply  apologized,  by  faying  he  had 
put  it  into  his  pocket  by  miftake. 

“  Wheii  we  treat  of  national  ge¬ 
nius  or  cb  af  after,  it  were  to  be  wifh- 
<ed  that  language  fup’plied  us  with 
fome  term  which  might  ferve  to  in- 
dicate  that  habit  Or  cuftom  is  the 
great  framer  of  the  characters  of  na¬ 
tions.  Of  this  truth  there  can  be 
ho  flronger  evidence  than  Morocco 
affords*  Torpid  and  infenfible  as  I 
have  reprefented  the  Moors  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  be,  this  chai'after  is  by  no 
means  applicable  to  them  in  early 
life.  In  the  flate  of  childhood  they 
poflefs  an  uncommon  fhare  of  viva¬ 
city  and  acutenefs,  but  they  fink 
gradually  into  indolence  and  ftupid- 
ity  as  they  advance  in  life.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  therefore,  that  to  the  want  of 
education  only  this  circumflance  is  to 
be  attributed.  While  at  fchool  they 
are  fcarcely  lefs  remarkable  for  at,-' 
tention  than  ability;  and  as  they 
commit  their  ltflbns  to  memory,  no 
fmall  fhare  of  application  is  required:-. 
This  collide  is,  however,  extremely 
limited,  and  continues  for  a  very 
fliort  period ;  it  confifls  at  moft  of 


being  inflrufted  in  certain  parts 
the  Koran,  and  perhaps  learning 
write.  After  this  all  attention 
learning  ceafes ;  and  though  the 
parents  never  indulge  them,  yet  thi 
are  rarely  chaftifed,  and  are  left 
themfelves  in  general  almofl  in 
flate  of  natute. 

u  A  late  eloquent  writer  has  r 
marked,  that  “  the  antients  did  nc 
u  like  Archimedes,  want  a  fpot  c 
“  which  to  fix  their  engines,  but  th< 
u  wanted  an  engine  to  move  the  m 
“  ral  world.  The  prefs  is  that  e; 
“  gine,” —  and  to  the  want  of 
may  fairly  be  attributed  the  ign 
ranee,  the  flupidity,  the  flavery 
the  African  nations.  The  art 
printing  is  entirely  prohibited  ai 
unknown  in  Barbary;  and,  fro 
fome  inexplicable  caufe,  moft  of  tl; 
manuferipts  which  were  pofiefled  t 
their  Saracen  anceflors  are  loll  tofl 
prefent  generation  of  Moors.  A  fe 
indeed  are  flill  in  being,  which  tre 
of  aflroriomy,  aflrology,  andphyfic 
but  thofe  on  aflrology  only  are 
prefent  If  udied* 

“  If  Uny  thing  cotrld  effeft  an  in 
portant  and  beneficial  change  in  the 
people,  it  would  be  the  example  ^ 
fome  great  and  magnanimous  m<; 
narch,  who  by  fome  lingular  revt 
lution  might  be  raifed  to  the  throi 
of  Morocco.  In  fo  defpotic  a  g( 
vernment,  where  religion  confpiij 
with  habit  in  teaching  the  fubjeft  i 
confider  his  prince  as  fomethir 
more  than  man,  much  more  niigl 
be  effefted  by  example,  than  in  i 
free  country,  where  the  fovereign 
merely  confidered  as  an  individu 
placed  on  the  throne  for  the  publ; 
good,  fubjeft  to  all  the  imperfeftiof 
and  frailties  incident  to  human  n; 
ture,  and  where  the  mind  by  heir 
allowed  a  free  fcope  for  refleftioi 
difdains  all  authority  but  that  of  re; 
fon  arid  truth.  < 

“  The  ,  plan  adopted,  howeve 

fe 
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for  the  education  of  the  princes  of  tal  excefles.  Thus  ill-qiiaJified  in  ge- 
Morocco,  fo  far  from  tending  to  the  neral  are  the  fovereicuis  of  Morocco 


improvement  of  their  minds,  or  the 
enlargement  of  their  ideas,  ferves, 
on  the  contrary,  too  frequently  to 
render  them  dill  more  remarkable 
for  vice  and  brutalitv  than  even  the 
word  of  their  fubje&s.  As  Toon  as 
they  become  of  an  age  that  renders 
it  imprudent  to  truft  them  any  longer 
ivithin  the  walls  of  jthe  harem,  they 
:hey  are  taken  out,  and  put  under 
:he  care  of  one  of  their  father’s  coil- 
idential  hegroes,  with  whom  they 
bon  form  a  clofe  intiniacv,  from 
.vhom  they  imbibe  all  the  bad  qual- 
ties  which  are  infeparabJe  from  a 
late  of  flavery,  and  by  whom  they 
ire  alfo  initiated  in  vices  of  every 
dnd,  in  debauchery,  cruelty,  and 
>ppreflion.  Their  education  extends 
10  further  than  to  read  and  write ; 
ind  their  knowledge  of  the  world  is 
:onfined  to  what  they  can  obferve 
ind  learn  in  the  courfe  of  a  pilgri- 
nage  to  Mecca.  They  are  totally 
inacquainted  with  the  political  hif- 
ory  of  every  foreign  power;  and 
heir  knowledge  of  their  own  go- 
ernment  is  confined  principally  to 
ts  word  parts.  To  acquaint  them- 
elves  with  the  refources  of  the  coun- 
ry,  and  the  improvements  which 
rom  its  fituation  it  would  admit  of, 

>r  to  direft  any  part  of  their  atten- 
ion  to  thofe  regulations  in  their  go- 
eminent  which  might  tend  to  the 
dvantage  and  eafe  of  their  fubjedds, 
f  to  their  own  real  aggrandizement, 

3  as  milch  out  of  the  line  of  their 
ducation,  as  the  Principia  of  New- 
an.  Thus  they  afcend  the  throne 
nth  all  the  prejudices  of  ignorance, 
nth  all  the  vices  of  barbarifm,  with 
pride  that  teaches  them  to  look 
pon  their  fellow  creatures  as  infe- 
ior  beings,  and  without  any  fenti- 
lents  of  tendernefs,  companion,  or 
*ue  policy,  to  reflrain  the  arm  of 
efpotilm  from  its  moll  cruel  and  fa- 


for  effedtina  a  reformation  in  the 
manners  and  charad'ter  of  their  peo- 

pie. 

“  The  ignorance  of  the  Moors  is, 
however,  no  bar  to  their  loquacitv„ 
They  lpeak  very  loud,  and  generally 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  as  thev  are 
not  verv  exadt  in  waiting  for  a  reply. 
Ufelefs  as  the  forms  of  politenefs 
may  appear  in  the  eye  of  the  philo* 
fopher,  there  are  fome  of  them 
which  probably  conduce  in  no  trifling 
degree  to  even  our  intelledlual  ex¬ 
cellence.  and  improvement. 

“  Perfonal  cleanlinefs  has  beeil 
pointed  out  by  modern  philofophers 
as  one  of  thofe  circumftances  which 
ferve  to  mark  and  determine  the  ci¬ 
vilization  of  a  people.  It  was  in 
vain  that  Mahomet  enjoined  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  ablution  as-a religious  duty 
to  the  Moors.  Their  drels,  which 
Ihould  be  white^  is  but  feldom  wafh-* 
ed,  and  their  whole  appearance 
evinces  that  they  perform  this  branch 
of  their  religious  ceremonies  in  but 
a  flovenly  manner.  With  this  de¬ 
gree  of  negligence  as  to  their  per- 
Tons,  we  may  be  judly  furprized  to 
find  united  a  moft  fcrupulous  nicety- 
in  their  habitations  and  apartments. 
They  enter  their  chambers  bare¬ 
footed,  and  cannot  bear  the  flighted: 
degree  of  contamination  near  the 
place  where  they  are  feated.  This 
delicacy  again  is  much  confined  to 
the  infides  of  their  houfes.  The 
dreefs  receive  the  whole  of  their 
rubbifli  and  filth,  and  by  thefe  means 
the  ground  is  fo  raifed  in  mod  parts 
of  the  city-  of  Morocco,  that  the  new 
buildings  always  dand  confiderably 
higher  than  the  old. 

“  The  perfoiis  of  the  Moorifb, 
men  are  fo  difguifed  by  their  drefs, 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  acquire  any 
good  idea  of  their  form  or  propor¬ 
tion.  In  height  they  are  commonly 

F  above 
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above  the  middle  fize,  and  they  are 
rather  meagre  than  fat.  Their  com¬ 
plexions  in  general  are  fallow  in  the 
northern  parts  of  the  empire,  but 
are  darker  in  proportion  to  their 
fituation  towards  the  fouth.  Their 
features  have  univerfalJy  a  great 
famenefs.  Their  eyes  are  black  and 
full,  they  have  an  aquiline  nofe,  and 
in  general  a  good  fet  of  teeth. 

ii  The  drefs  of  the  men  confifts  of 
a  fhort  linen  fliirt,  with  large  and 
loofe  fleeves  hanging  half-way  down 
to  the  ground.  A  pair  of  loofe 
linen  drawers,  reaching  almoft  to 
the  ankle ;  over  which  they,  wear 
another  loofe  pan",  made  of  woollen 
cloth.  Over  the  fliirt  they  wear  two 
or  three  woollen  cloth  waifkoats  of 
different  colours,  and  of  European 
manufacture ;  thefe  garments  ai  e 
made  full  as  loofe  as  our  great  coats : 
they  are  connected  before  by  very 
imall  buttons,  and  are  fattened  tight 
round  the  waift  by  a  filk  belt.  Over 
thefe  wailfcoats  they  throw  a  velvet 
cord,  which  croffes  the  right  fhoul- 
der,  and  fufpends  on  the  left  fide  a 
curved  dagger  or  knife,  fheathed  in 
a  brafs  cafe.  This  is  the  drefs  the 
Moors  wear  when  in  their  houfes ; 
but  when  they  go  abroad  they  cover 
it  with  the  haick,  a  part  of  drefs 
which  has  been  already  noticed.  It 
is  thrown  over  the  whole  of  their 
other  cloathing  in  a  carelefs  but  eafy 
manner,  fomething  fimilar  to  the 
Scotch  plaid. 

u  Thofe  Mcors  who  have  per¬ 
formed  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  are 
entitled  to  wear  a  turban,  and  are 
named  Ell-hatch.  They  are  always 
treated  with  peculiar  refpeCf .  Even 
thofe  neafts  of  burden  indeed  which 
have  performed  this  journey  are  held 
in  great  veneration,  and  upon  their 
return  are  exempted  from  labour. 
The  other  clafs  of  Moors  wear  only 
plain  red  caps.  The  Moors  in  ge¬ 
neral  fhave  their  heads  elofe,  leaving 
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on  the  upper  part  a  finglelock,  anC 
wear  their  beards  long.  They  ufe 
no  flockings  or  fhoes,  but  fubftitute 
in  the  place  of  the  latter  yellow  flip*, 
pers.  They  are  very  fond  of  beads 
of  which  the  better  order  alway 
carry  a  rofary  in  their  hands;  bu 
they  ufe  them  more  as  a  matter  o 
amufement  than  for  any  religion 
purpofe.  Many  alfowear  plain  gok 
rings  on  their  fingers ;  and  thofij 
whofe  circumftances  will  allow  then 
to  go  to  that  expence,  poffefs  like 
.wife  watches,  which,  like  the  rofary! 
they  confider  rather  as  an  ornamen 
than  an  article  from  which  any  grea 
utility  can  be  derived.  Very  few 
in  faft,  are  prope  rly  acquainted  wit) 
their  ufe. 

“  This  may  ferve  to  give  form 
idea  of  the  drefs  of  the  rich  ;  bu 
among  the  poorer  clafs  of  peopf 
fome  wear  the  linen  drawers,  fliirt 
and  one  woollen  waiffcoat,  and  ove 
it  the  haick  ;  and  others  have  merel; 
a  coarfe  woollen  frock,  belted  roumi| 
the  waift,  and  covered  with  th 
haick.  When  the  weather  is  cold  o, 
rainy  the  Moors  in  general  lay  afid 
the  ufe  of  the  haick,  and  fubflitut 
the  fulam,  a  loofe  cloak,  made  c 
white  or  blue  woollen  cloth  of  Eti 
ropean  manufacture,  which  reache 
down  to  their  feet,  and  has  a  hoo 
to  proteft  and  cover  the  head. 

“  The  houfes  in  moft  of  the  town 
in  this  empire  appear  at  a  little  dit, 
tance  like  vaulted  tombs  in  a  church 
yard  ;  and  the  entrance  into  thebef 
of  them  has  but  a  mean  appearand 
The  rooms  are  generally  on  .th 
ground  floor,  and  whitened  on  th 
outfide.  As  the  roofs  are  quite  flai 
they  ferve  as  verandos,  where  th 
Moorifh  women  commonly  fit  fo| 
the  benefit  of  the  air,  and  in  fom 
places  it  is  poflible  to  pafs  nearlj 
over  the  whole  town,  without  hav 
ing  occafion  to  defeend  into  th 
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tl  As  the  beft  apartments  are  all 
backwards,  a  ftable,  or  perhaps 
fomething  worfe,  is  the  place  to 
which  vifitors  are  fir  ft  introduced. 
Upon  entering  the  houfe,  the  ftran- 
ger  is  er  her  detained  in  this  place, 
or  in  the  ftreet,  till  all  the  women 
are  difpatched  out  of  the  way  ;  he  is 
then  allowed  to  enter  a  fquare court, 
into  which  four  narrow  and  long 
rooms  open  by  means  of  large  fold¬ 
ing  doors,  which,  as  they  have  no 
.windows,  ferve  iikewife  to  introduce 
light  into  the  apartments.  The 

court  has  generally  in  its  centre  a 
fountain,  and  if  it  is  the  houfe  or  a 
Moor  of  property,  it  is  floored  with 
blue  and  white  checquered  tiling. 
The  doors  areulually  painted  of  va¬ 
rious  colours  in  a  checquered  form, 
and  the  upper  parts  of  them  are  fre¬ 
quently  ornamented  with  very  curi¬ 
ous  carved  work.  None  of  the 

chambers  have  fire-places,  and  their 
victuals  are  always  drefted  in  the 
court-yard,  in  an  earthen  ftove, 

heated  with  charcoal. 

u  When  the  vifitor  enters  the 

room  where  he  is  received  by  the 
mafter  of  the  houfe,  he  finds  him 
fitting  crofs-legged  and  bare-footed 
on  a  mattreis,  covered  with  fine 
white  linen,  and  placed  on  the  floor, 
or  elfe  on  a  common  mat.  This, 
with  a  narrow  piece  of  carpeting,  is 
in  general  the  only  furniture  he  will 
neet  with  in  Moorifh  houfes ; 
:hough  they  are  not  deftitute  of  other 
ornaments.  In  feme,  for  inftance, 
ie  will  find  the  walls  decorated  with 
ooking-glafles  of  different  fizes.  In 
others,  watches  and  clocks  in  glafs 
•afes ;  and  in  fome  the  apartments 
U'e  hung  with  the  fkins  of  lions  or 
igers,  or  adorned  with  a  difplay  of 
nulkets  and  fabres.  In  the  houfes 
>f  thofe  who  live  in  the  very  firft 
fyle,  an  European  mahogany  bed- 
lead,  with  one  or  two  mattreffes,  co- 
rered  with  fine  white  linen,  is  fome- 
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times  placed  at  each  end  of  the  room. 
7  hefe,  however,  are  only  confidered 
as  ornaments,  as  the  Moors  always 
fleep  on  a  mattrefs,  or  a  mat  placed 
upon  the  floor,  and  covered  only 
with  their  haick,  or  perhaps  a 
quilt, 

“  As  the  law  of  Mahomet  ftridiy 
proferibes  the  ufe  of  pictures  of 
eveiy  defeription,  this  delightful  Spe¬ 
cies  of  orfiament  finds  no  place  in 
the  houfes  of  the  Mooi>„  I  was, 
however,  acquainted  w’ui  a  Moor  at 
Morocco,  whoph'j  to  exhibit  a  ra- 
ree-fhow  to  hfe  friends  and  acquaint- 
ac.cc,  ylJ  .'T  whori;  appeared  to  ex- 
prefs  inunite  furprize and  admiration 
at  his  exhibition.  This,  indeed, 
was  not  the  only  inftance  in  which 
he. was  guilty  of  violating  the  Ma¬ 
hometan  law.  He  fcrupled  not  to 
drink  very  freely  his  bottle  of  port 
or  claret,  which,  as  it  was  manu¬ 
factured  by  chriftians,  Was  from  that 
circumftunce  an  aggravated  offence. 
He  employed  me  to  procure  for  him 
from  Mogodore three  dozen  of  claret, 
which  appealed  to  adnftnifter  to  him 
infinite  comfort  and  fatisfadion. 
This  affection  indeed  for  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  Europe  made  him  per¬ 
haps  more  than  ufually  favourable 
to  its  natives.  However  this  may 
be,  he  was  the  only  man  who  fliewed 
me  much  attention  during,  mv  refi- 
dence  at  Morocco.  He  repeatedly 
took  me  to  his  houfe,  and  made  me 
little  prefents  of  various  kinds, 
which  at  that  place  proved  very  ac¬ 
ceptable. 

“  When  a  Moor  receives  his  guefts 
he  never  rifes  from  his  feat,  but 
fhakes  hands,  enquires  after  their 
health,  and  defires  them  to  fif  down, 
either  on  a  carpet  pr  a  culh ion  placed 
on  the  floor  for  that  purpofe.  What¬ 
ever  be  the  time  of  day,  tea  is  then 
brought  in  on  a  tea-board  with  fhort 
feet.  This  is  the  higheft  compli¬ 
ment  that  can  be  offered  by  a  Moor ; 

F  2,  for 
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for  tea  is  a  very  expenfive  and 
icarce  article  in  Barbary,  and  is  only 
drank  by  the  rich  and  luxurious. 
Their  manner  of  preparing  it  is  by 
putting  fome  green  tea,  a  fmall quan¬ 
tity  of  tanfey,  the  fame  portion  of 
mint,  and  a  large  proportion  of  fu- 
gar  (for  the  Moors  drink  their  tea 
very  Tweet)  into  the  tea-pot  at  the 
ian  time,  and  filling  it  up  with 
feoili’ih  water'..  W fieri  thefe  articles 
Tre  inriifM  a  proper  time,  the  fluid 
-is  then  poufed  uito  remarkably  fmall 
"cups  of  the  beft 'L’dia  china,  the 
fmaller  the  more  ge.Aeel,  without 
any  milk,  and,  accomptaJiea  witp 
fome  cakesi  or  fweetemeats,  it  is 
handed  round  to  the  company.  Frdrri 
the  great  efteem  in  which  this  beve¬ 
rage  is  held  by  the  Moors,  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  drank  bv  very  fmall  and  flow 
iips,  that  its  flavour  may  be  the  lon¬ 
ger  enjoyed  ;  and  as  they  ufually 
drink  a  considerable  quantity  when¬ 
ever  it  is  introduced,  this  entertain¬ 
ment  is  feklom  finifhed  in  lefs  time 
than  two  hours. 

“  The  other  luxuries  of  the 
Moors  are  fnuff, ,  of  which  they  are 
uncommonly  fond,  and  fmoaking 
tobacco,  for  which  the  greater  part 
life  wooden  pipes  about  four  feet  in 
length,  with  an  earthen  bowl ;  but 
the  princes  or  emperor  generally 
have  the  bowls  made  of  folid  gold. 
Iriftead  of  the  indulgence  of  opium, 
which,  from  the  heavy  duty  impofed 
upon  that  article  by  the  emperdr,  is 
too  expenfive  to  be  tifed  by  the 
Moors,  they  fubftitute  the  achicha, 
a  fpecies  of  flax.  This  they  powder 
and  infufe  in  water  in  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties.  The  Moors  aflert,  that  it  pro¬ 
duces  agreeable  ideas,  but  own  that 
when  it  is  taken  to  ekcefs  it  moft 
powerfully  intoxicates.  In  order  to 
produce  this  elf  eft,  they  likewife  mix 
with  their  tobacco  an  herb  named 
in  this  country,  khaf,  which  by 
■  fm.oaking  occafions  all  the  inebriat¬ 


ing  effedfs  of  the  achicha.  The  uf< 
of  fpirits  as  well  as  wine  is  ftridtlj 
forbidden  by  the  Koran  j  theH 
are,  however,  very  few  among 
the  Moors  who  do  not  joyfully  em  ¬ 
brace  every  private  opportunity  o’: 
drinking  both  to  excefs. 

“  With  refpedt  to  the  hours  foi 
eatings  the  people  of  this  countn 
are  remarkably  regular.  Very  foot 
after  day-break  they  take  their  break 
faff,  which  is  generally  a  compofitior 
of  flour  and  water  boiled  thin,  toge¬ 
ther  with  an  herb  which  gives  it ; 
v^llow  tinge.  The  male  part  of  thf 
family  eat  in  one  apartment,  and  th< 
female  in  another#  The  childrer 
are  not  permitted  to  eat  with  theii 
parents,  but  take  their  meals  after 
wards  with  the  fervants  ;  indeed  ii 
mofl  other  refpedfs  they  are  treate< 
exadfly  as  fervants  or  flaves  by  thei 
parents.  The  mefs  is  put  into  ai 
earthen  bowl,  and  brought  in  upo]| 
a  round  wooden  tray.  It  is  placet 
in  the  centre  of  the  guefts,  who  fl 
crofs-legged  either  on  a  mat  or  on  th 
floor,  and  who  form  a  circle  for  th 
purpofe.  Having  previoufly  waffle' 
themfelves,  a  ceremony  always  pei 
formed  before  and  after  meals,  eac 
perfon  With  his  fpoon  attacks  vigc 
rou fly  the  bowl,  while  they  diverfil 
the  entertainment  by  eating  with 
fruit  or  bread.  At  twelve  o’cloc 
they  dine,  performing  the  famed 
1  emoni.es  as  at  a  breakfafl.  For  dir 
Her,  from  the  emperor  down  to  tl 
peafant,  their  difh  is  univeffal 
cufcofoo,  the  mode  of  preparin 
which  has  been  already  defcribed.  j 
believe  I  have  intimated  more  tha 
once  that  neither  chairs,  table 
knives  or4  forks,  are  made  ufe  of  1 
this  country.  The  difh  is  therefo: 
brought  in  upon  a  round  tray  ail 
placed  on  the  floor,  round  which  tljj 
family  fit  as  at  breakfafl,  and  wil 
their  Angers  commit  a  violent  aflail 
on  its  contents  $  they  are  at  the  fan! 


CHARACTER  of  the  PEOPLE  of  MOROCCO. 


fcjime,  however,  attended  by  a  {lave 
or  domefiic,  who  prefents  them  with 
water  and  a  towel  occasionally  to  wafli 
their  hands.  From  the  want  of  the 
Simple  and  convenient  invention  of 
knives  and  forks,  it  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  in  this  country  to  fee  three  or 
four  people  pulling  to  pieces  the  fame 
piece  of  meat,  and  afterwards  with 
their  fingers  flirring  up  the  pafte  or 
cufcofoo,  of  which  they  often  take 
a  whole  handful  at  once  into  their 
mouth.  Their  manner  of  eating 
indeed  was  to  me  fo  difgufting,  that 
though  cufcofoo  is  in  reality  a  yery 
good  difh,  yet  it  required  fome  time 
to  get  rid  of  my  prejudice  fo  far  as 
to  be  induced  to  relifli  it.  At  fun- 
fet  they  fup  upon  the  fame  difii,  and 
indeed  fupper  is  their  principal 
meal. 

“  Such  is  the  general  mode  of 
living  among  the  principal  people  in 
towns.  There  are  confiderable  mul¬ 
titudes,  however,  who  do  not  fare 
fo  well,  but  are  obliged  to  content 
themfelves  with  a  little  bread  and 
fruit  infiead  of  animal  food,  and  to 
Sleep  in  the  open  ftreets.  This  kind 
of  exigence  feems  ill  calculated  to 
endure  even  ip  an  inactive  Rate  j  far 
more  Severe  muff  it  therefore  be  to 
thofe  who  exercife  the  laborious  em¬ 
ployment  of  couriers  in  this  country, 
who  travel  on  foot  a  journey  of  three 
or  four  hundred  miles,  at  the  rate 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  a 
day,  without  taking  any  other  nou- 
rifhment  than  a  little  bread,  a  few 
figs,  and  Some  water,  and  who  have 
no  better  {belter  at  night  than  a  tree. 
It  is  wonderful  with  what  alacrity 
and  perfeverance  thefe  people  per¬ 
form  the  molt  fatiguing  journies  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year.  There  is  a 
*  regular  company  of  them  in  every 
town,  who  are  ready  to  be  difpatched 
at  a  moment’s  warning  to  any  part 
of  the  country  their  employers  may 
have  occafion  to  fend  them.  They 


conftitute  in  this  empire  the  only 
mode  of  conveyance  for  all  public 
and  private  difpatches;  and  as  they 
are  well  known  in  the  place  to  which 
they  belong,  they  are  very  pundtual 
jn  delivering  every  thing  that  is  put 
into  their  hands.  From  their  Ready 
pace  in  travelling,  at  the  rate  of 
about  four  miles  an  hour,  and  from 
their  being  able  to  pafs  over  parts 
which  from  the  mountainous  Ra^e  of 
the  country,  and  from  the  want  of 
good  roads,  perfons  on  horftback 
would  find  inacceffible,  they  are  in- 
deed  by  far  the  moR  expeditious  mef- 
fengers  that  could  be  employed.  As 
a  proof  of  the  amazing  exertions  of 
which  they  are  capable,  I  need  only 
mention,  that  there  have  been  re¬ 
peated  inRances  of  a  courier  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  Morocco  to  Tangier, 
which  is  a  journey  of  about  three 
hundred  and  thirty  miles,  in  fix 
days. 

As  none  but  the  very  vulgar  go 
on  foot  in  this  country;  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  vifiting,  mules  are  conlidered 
as  more  genteel  than  horfes;  and 
the  greateR  pride  of  a  Moor  is  to 
have  fuch  as  walk  remarkably  faR, 
and  keep  his  footmen,  of  which  the 
number  is  proportionable  to  the  rank 
and  confequence  of  the  maRer,  on 
a  continued  run. 

“  As  the  Moors  are  not  fond  of 
admitting  men  into  their  houfes,  ex¬ 
cept  upon  particular  occafions,  if  the 
weather  is  fine  they  place  a  mat,  and 
lometirqes  a  carpet,  on  the  ground, 
before  their  door,  feat  themfelves 
upon  it  crofs-legged,  and  receive 
their  friends,  who  form  a  circle, 
fitting  in  the  fame  manner,  with 
their  attendants  on  the  outfide  of  the. 
groupe.  Upon  thefe  occafions  they 
either  drink  tea,  or  fmoke  and  con- 
verfe.  The  flreets  are  fometimes 
crowded  with  parties  of  this  kind  - 
fome  engaged  in  playing  at  an  infe¬ 
rior  kind  of  chefs  or  drafts,  at  which 

F  ^  ’  they 
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they  are  very  expert ;  but  the  majo- 
r  v  in  converfation.  The  people  of 
t  is  country,  indeed,  are  io  decid¬ 
edly  averfe  to  {landing  up,  or  walk¬ 
ing  about,  that  if  only  two  or  three 
people  meet,  they  fquat  themfelves 
do*wn  in  the  firft  clean  place  they  can 
find,  if  the  converfation  is  to  hold 
but  for  a  few  minutes.” 

“  The  manner  of  falutation 
amon§  the  Moors,  is,  when  two 
equals  meet,  by  a  quick  motion  they 
fhake  hands,  and  afterwards  kifs 
each  other’s  hand.  When  an  infe¬ 
rior  meets  a  fuperior,  fuch  as  an 
officer  of  rank,  a  judge,  or  a  go¬ 
vernor,  he  kiffes  that  part  of  his 
haick  which  covers  the  arm,  and 
fopnetimes,  as  a  higher  mark  of  re- 
fpect,  he  will  kifs  his  feet.  But  the 
compliment  due  to  the  emperor, ’or 
any  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  is 
*o  take  off  the  cap  or  turban,  and 
to  proftrate  the  head  to  the  ground. 
When  two  particular  friends  or  rela¬ 
tions  meet,  they  anxioufiy  embrace 
and  kifs  each  other’s  faces  and  beards 
for  a  few  minutes,  make  a  number 
of  enquiries  about  the  health  of 
each  party,  as  well  as  that  of  their 
families,  but  feldom  allow  time  for 
a  reply. 

u  The  common  topics  for  conver¬ 
fation  among  thefe  people,  are  the 
occurrences  of  the  place,  religion, 
their  women,  and  their  horfes.  As 
curioffiy  is  a  quality  which  naturally 
attaches  to  all  indolent  people,  it 
may  eafily  be  conje&nred  that  the 
Moors  are  not  deficient  in  this  re- 
fpe<ff.  It  is  incredible  with  what 
avidity  they  lay  hold  of  any  trifling 
circumffance  which  may  occur  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  what  pleafure 
and  what  pride  they  feem  to  take  in 
communicating  it  ;  nor  are  they  de¬ 
ficient  in  the  arts  of  magnifying^  or 
adorning  the  tale  with  every  addition 
which  may  ferve  to  render  it  more 


palatable,  or  give  it  a  greater  ap¬ 
pearance  of  plaufibility. 

44  Religion  is  alfo  a  favourite  to¬ 
pic  ;  but  this  fubjeft  is  confined  prin¬ 
cipally  to  thofe  focieties  whi-  h  are 
frequented  by  their  talbs,  or  men  of 
letters.  As  thefe  gentlemen,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  a  little  proud  of  their 
acquirements  in  reading  and  writing, 
they  do  not  fail  to  embrace  every  op-  j 
portunity  of  manifefting  their  fupe- 
riority  over  thofe  who  are  not  fo 
happy  as  to  be  diftinguifned  by  thofe 
accomplifliments. 

44  Decency  of  manners  and  deli¬ 
cacy  in  converfation  are  among  the 
molt  certain  marks  of  refinement 
and  civilization,  and  the  contrary  ! 
vices  are  equally  univerfal  charadte-  I 
rifiics  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm. 
The  converfation  of  the  Moors  con¬ 
cerning  their  women  is  of  the  moft 
trifling  and  difgufting  defeription,  , 
and  confifls  of  abfurd  and  vulgar  ob- : 
fervations,  equally  repugnant  to  de¬ 
cency  and  common  fenfe. 

44  The  fubjeft,  however,  on, 
which,  like  our  young  men  of  falhion 
in  England,  they  appear  moft  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fhine.,  is  their  horfes.  It 
would  indeed  be  truly  difgraceful 
not  to  be  accompliftied  upon  this  to¬ 
pic,  fince  it  appears  to  occupy,  both 
day  and  night,  by  far  the  greateft 
portion  of  their  attention.  I  have 
formerly  intimated  that  thefe  ani¬ 
mals  are  feldom  kept  in  ftables  in 
Morocco.  They  are  watered  and 
fed  only  once  a  day,  the  former  at 
one  o’clock  at  noon,  and  the  latter  j 
at  fun-fet ;  and  the  only  mode  which 
they  ufe  to  clean  them,  is  by  wafli- 
ing  them  all  over  in  a  river  two  or 
three  times  a  week,  and  fuffering 
them  to  dry  themfelves, 

44  Notwtthftanding  the  attach¬ 
ment  whieft  the  Moors  manifeft  to.' 
their  horfes,  they  mod  certainly  ufe 
them  with  great  cruelty.  Their, 
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jughed  pleadfre,  and  one  of  their 
firiP  accomplidiments,  is,  by  means 
of  long  and  fharp  fpurs  to  make  the 
horfe  go  full  ipeed,  and  then  to  flop 
him  inftantaheoufly ;  and  in  this 
they  certainly  manifeft  uncommon 
dexterity.  The  iron  work  of  their 
bridles  is  fo  condrucded  that  bv  its 
preflu  re  on  the  horfe’s  tongue  and 
lower  jaw,  with  the  lead  exertion  of 
the  rider,  it  fills  his  mouth  full  of 
blood,  and  if  not  ufed  with  the  ut- 
mofl  caution  throws  him  inevitably 
on  his  back.  The  bridle  has  only  a 
fingle  rein,  which  is  fo  very  long 
that  it  ferves  the  purpofe  of  both 
whip  and  bridle.  The  Moorifli 
faddle  is  in  fome  degree  fimilar  to 
the  Spanifli,  but  the  pummel  is  dill 
higher  and  more  peaked.  Their 
dirrups,  in  which  they  ride  very 
fliort,  are  fo  formed  as  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  foot.  They  either 
plate  or  gild  them,  according  to  the 
dignity,  opulence,  or  fancy  of  the 
poffcdor.  Their  faddles,  which  are 
!  covered  with  red  woollen  cloth,  or, 

;  if  belonging  to  a  perfon  of  confe- 
quence,  with  red  fatin  or  damalk, 
are  fadened  with  one  drong  girt 
round  the  body,  in  the  European 
flyle,  and  another  round  the  fhoul- 
ders. 

“  The  Moors  frequently  amufe 
themfelves  by  riding  with  the  utmod 
apparent-violence  againd  a  wall ;  and 
a  dranger  would  conceive  it  impofli- 
ble  for  them  to  avoid  being  dafhed 
to  pieces,  when  jud  as  the  horfe’s 
head  touches  the  wall,  they  dop  him 
with  the  utmod  accuracy.  To  dran- 
gers  on  horfeback  or  on  foot  it  is 
alfo  a  common  fpecies  of  compli¬ 
ment  to  ride  violently  up  to  them, 
as  if  intending  to  trample  them  to 
pieces,  and  then  to  dop  their  horfes 
ihort  and  fire  a  mufquet  in  their 
faces.  This  compliment  I  have 
expeviencedj  and  could  very  well 


have  difpenfed  with  their  polite* 
nefs. 

u  There  is  another  favourite 
amufcKnent,  which  difplays  perhaps 
fuperior  agility  : 

“  A  number  of  perfons  on  horfe¬ 
back  dart  at  the  fame  moment,  and 
accompanied  with  loud  ftiours,  gallop 
at  full  fpeed  to  an  appointed  fpot, 
when  they  dand  up  drait  in  the  dir* 
rups,  put  the  rein,  which  I  have 
jud  obferved  is  very  long,  in  their 
mouths,  level  their  pieces  and  fire 
them  off;  throw  their  firelocks  im¬ 
mediately  over  their  right  fhoulder^ 
and  dop  their  horfes  nearly  at  the 
lame  indant.  This  I  am  told  is 
their  manner  of  engaging  in  an  ac¬ 
tion. 

u  Though  I  am  willing  to  allow 
the  Moors  the  merit  of  fitting  a  horfe 
well,  and,  as  far  as  is  necefiary  for 
the  above-mentioned  exercife,  of 
having  a  great  command  over  him, 
yet  their  horfes  are  ill  bred,  and 
thev  entirely  ncgleft  to  teach  them 
thofe  paces  which  in  Europe  are 
confidered  as  the  mod  agreeable 
for  the  common  purpofes  of  riding. 
As  none  of  thefe  animals  in  Mo¬ 
rocco  are  geldings,  and  as  the  Moors 
are  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  the 
ring,  they  are  obliged  to  break  them 
in  when  very  young  by  taking  them 
long  and  fatiguing  journies,  particu¬ 
larly  over  the  mountainous  and  rorky 
part  of  the  country,  where  tbeyfoon 
reduce  their  fpirit ;  they  then  take 
the  opportunity  of  teaching  them  to 
rear  up,  dand  fire,  gallop,  and  dop 
diort  in  the  manner  already  related, 
and  having  accomplidited  this  they 
are  fatisfied  without  any  further  qua¬ 
lification.  For  this  reafon  a  Barbary 
horfe  feldom  can  perform  any  other 
pace  than  a  full  gallop  or  a  walk  ; 
and  from  being  broken  in  and 
worked  hard  before  they  have  ac¬ 
quired  their  full  ftrength,  thefe  horfes 
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In  a  very  few  years  become  unfit  for 
fervice. '  The  Moors  feldom  ride  the 
mares,  but  keep  them  in  the  country 
for  breeding  ;  and,  contrary  to  the 
general  opinion  in  Europe,  they  con- 
fider  them  fq  much  more  valuable 
than  horfes,  that  they  are  never  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  exported. 

“  Like  all  barbarous  nations,  the 
Moors  are  paffionately  fond  of  mufic, 
and  fome  few  have  a  tafte  for  poetry. 
Their  flow  airs,  for  want  of  that 
/  variety  which  is  introduced  when 
the  fcience  has  attained  a  degree  or 
perfection,  have  a  very  melancholy 
famenefs  j  but  fome  of  their  quick 
tunes  are  beautiful  and  Ample,  and 
partake  in  fome  degree  of  the  cha- 
radl-eriftic  n.elody  of  the  Scotch  airs. 
The  poetry  of  their  fongs,  the  con- 
flam  fubjeft  pf  which  is  love,  though 
there  are  few  nations  perhaps  who 
are  lefs  fenfible  of  that  paffion,  has 
Certainly  lefs  merit  than  the  mufic. 

•  «  Their  inftruments  are  a  kind  of 
hautboy,  which  differs  fpom  ours 
cnly  in  having  no  keys  ;  the  mando- 
Jine,  which  they  have  learnt  to  play 
upon  from  their  neighbours  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  another  inftrument,  bearing 
fome  refemblajice  to  a  violin,  and 
played  upon  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
but  with  only  two  firings  ;  the  large 
drum,  the  common  pipe,  and  the 
tabor.  Thefe  united  and  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  certain  number  of  voi¬ 
ces,  upon  many  occafions  form  a 
band,  though  folo  mufic  is  more 
common  in  this  unfocial  country.” 

“  The  Moors  marry  very  young, 
many  of  their  females  not  being 
more  than  twelve  years  of  age  at 
their  nuptials*  As  Mahometans,  it 
is  well  known  that  their  religion  ad¬ 
mits  of  polygamy  to  the  extent  of 
four  wives,  and  as  many  concubines 
as-  they  pleafe  ;  but  if  we  except  the 
very  opulent,  the  people  feldom  avail 
themfelves  of  this  indulgence,  fince 
ft  entails  on  them  a  vail  additional 
i!  •  a 


expence  in  houfe- keeping,  and  iq 
providing  for  a  large  family.  What¬ 
ever  inflitution  is  contrary  to  truths 
and  found  morality  will  in  pradticg 
refute  itfelf ;  nor  is  any  further  ar¬ 
gument  than  this  fingle  obfervation 
wanting  to  anfwer  all  the  abfurdities 
which  have  been  advanced  in  favoiit" 
of  a  plurality'  of  wives.  In  con¬ 
tracting  marriage  the  parents  of  botfl 
parties  are  the  only  agents,  and  the 
intended  bride  and  bridegroom  never 
fee  each  other  till  the  ceremony  is 
performed.  The  marriage  fettle- 
ments  are  made  before  the  Cadi,  an$  j 
then  the  friends  of  the  bride  produce  ! 
her  portion,  or  if  not,  the  hufband 
agrees  to  fettle  a  certain  fum  upon 
her,  in  cafe  he  fhould  die,  or  di-  < 
vorce  her  On  account  of  barrennefs, 
or  any  other  haufe.  The  children  of,  | 
the  wives  have  all  an  equal  claim  to 
the  effedts  of  the  father  and  mother,  j 
but  thofe  of  the  concubines  can  each  j 
only  claim  half  a  Chare. 

“  When  the  marriage  is  finally 
agreed  upon,  the  bride  is  kept  at  i 
home  eight  days,  to  receive  her  fe¬ 
male  friends,  \yho  pay  congratulatory 
vifits  every  day.  At  the  fame  time 
a  tal.b  attends  upqn  her,  to  converfe 
with  her  relative  to  the  folemn  en¬ 
gagement  on  which  fhe  is  about  to 
enter ;  on  thefe  occafions  he  com- 
monlv  accompanies  his  admonk^°os 
with  finging  a  pious  hymn,  which  is 
adapted  to  the  fplemnity.  The  bride 
alfo  with  ;  her  near  relations  go 
through  the  ceremony  of  being 
painted  afreih  ;  the  nature  of  which- 
cuflom  I  fliall  deferibe  >vhen  I  fpeak 
of  the  harem.  v :  • 

'  “  During  this  procefs  the  bride¬ 
groom  on  the  other  hand  receives 
vifits  from  his  male  friends  in  the 
morning,  and  in  the  evening  rides 
through  the  .town  accompanied  by 
them,  fome  playing  on  hautboys 
and  drums,  while  others  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  firing  vollies  of  mufquetry- 
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Jn  all  their  feftivals  the  difcharge'  of 
mufquetry  indeed  forms  a  principal 
jpart  of  the  entertainment.  Con¬ 
trary  to  the  European  mode,  which 
particularly  aims  at  firing  with  ex- 
a#nefs,  the  Moors  difcharge  their 
pieces  as  irregularly  as  poffible,  fo  as 
to  have  a  continual  fuccefiion  of  re- 

t 

ports  for  a  few  minutes. 

“  On  the  day  of  marriage,  the 
bride  in  the  evening  is  put  into  a 
fquare  or  octagonal  cage,  about 
twelve  feet  in  circumference,  which 
is  covered  with  fine  white  linen,  and 
fometimes  with  gauzes  and  filks  of 
various  colours.  In  this  vehicle, 
which  is  placed  on  a  mule,  fhe  is 
paraded  round  the  fireets,  accom¬ 
panied  by  her  relations  and  friend,s, 
lbine  carrying  lighted  torches,  ethers 
playing  on  the  hautboys,  and  a  third 
party  again  firing  vollies  of  muf- 
quetry. 

“  In  this  manner  fire  is  carried  to 
the  houfe  of  her  intended  hufband, 
who  returns  about  the  fame  time 
from  performing  fimilar  ceremonies. 
On  her  arrival  fhe  is  placed  in  an 
apartment  by  herfelf,  and  her  huf¬ 
band  is  introduced  to  her  alone  for 
the  firfl  time,  who  finds  her  fitting 
6n  a  filk  or  velvet  cufhion,  fuppofing 
her  to  be  a  perfon  of  confequence, 
with  a  fmall  table  before  her,  upon 
which  are  two  wax  candles  lighted. 
Her  fhift,  or  more  properly  fliirt, 
hangs  down  like  a  train  behind  her, 
and  over  it  is  a  filk  or  velvet  robe 
with  clofe  fleeves,  which  at  the  bread 
and  wrifls  is  embroidered  with  gold  ; 
this  drefs  reaches  fomething  lower 
than  the  calf  of  the  leg.  Round 
her  head  is  tied  a  black  filk  fcarf, 
Which  hangs  behind  as  low  as  the 
ground.  Thus  attired,  the  bride 
fits  with  her  hands  over  her  eyts, 
when  her  hufband  appears  and  re¬ 
ceives  her  as  his  wife,  without  any 
further  ceremony :  for  the  agreement 

made  by  the  friends  before  the  Cadi 
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is  the  only  fpecific  contra#  which  is 
thought  neceffary. 

“  If  the  hufband  fhould  have  any 
reafon  to  fiifpe#  that  his  wife  has 
not  been  ftri#ly  virtuous,  he  is  at 
liberty  to  divorce  her  and  take  ano¬ 
ther.  For  fome  time  after  marriage 
the  family  and  friends  are  engaged 
in  much  feafting  and  a  variety  of 
amufements,  which  laft  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  parties.  It  is  ufii- 
ally  cufiomary  for  the  man  to  remain 
at  home  eight  days  and  the  woman 
eight  months  after  they  are  firfb  mar¬ 
ried  ;  and  the  woman  is  at  liberty  to 
divorce  herfelf  from  her  hufband  if 
fhe  can  prove  that  he  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  her  with  a  proper  fubfiflence. 
If  he  curfes  her,  the  law  obliges  him 
to  pay  her,  for  the  firft  offence, 
eight  ducats;  for  the  fecond,  a  rich 
drefs  of  ftill  greater  value  ;  and  the 
third  time  file  may  leave  him  entirely. 
He  is  then  at  liberty  to  marry  again 
in  two  months. 

“  When  any  perfon  dies,  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  women  are  hired  for 
the  purpofe  of  lamentation,  in  the 
performance  of  which  nothing  can. 
be  more  grating  to  the  ear,  or  more 
unpleafant,  than  their  frightful 
moans  or  rather  howlings :  at  the 
fame  time  thefe  mercenary  mourners 
beat  their  heads  and  breafts,  and  tear 
tlieir.  cheeks  with  their  nails.  The 
bodies  are  ufually  buried  a  few  hours 
after  death.  Previous  to  interment 
the  corpfe  is  waflied  very  clean,  and 
fewed  up  in  a  fliroud,  with  the  right 
hand  under  the  head,  which  is 
pointed  towards  Mecca  ;  it  is  carried 
on  a  bier,  Tupported  upon  men’s  (boul¬ 
ders,  to  the  burying-place,  which  is 
always,  with  great  propriety,  on  the 
outfide  of  the  town,  for  they  never  bu¬ 
ry  their  dead  in  the  mofques,  or  within 
the  bounds  of  an  inhabited  place.  The 
bier  is  accompanied  by  numbers  of 
people,  tvifo  abreaft,  \yho  walk  very 
.  ,  •  fufh 
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fall,  calling  upbii  God  and  Maho¬ 
met,  and  finging  hymns  adapted  to 
£he  occaiion.  The  grave  is  made 
verv  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  nar- 
row  at  the  top,  and  the  body  is  de- 
polited  without  any  other  ceremony 
than  Tinging  and  praying  in  the 
fame  manner  as  on  their  way  to  the 
grave. 

“  They  have  no  tombs  in  this 
country,  but  long  and  plain  ftones  ; 
and  it  is  frequently  cuftomary  for  the 
female  friends  of  the  departed  to 
weep  over  their  graves  for  feveral 
days  after  their  funeral. 

“  When  a  woman  lofes  her  huf- 


band  file  mourns  four  months  and 
eight  days,  during  which  period  fhe 
is  to  wear  no  lilver  or  gold  ;  and  if 
file  happens  to  be  pregnant,  file  is 
to  mourn  till  file  is  brought  to  bed. 
For  the  above  time  the  relations  of  j 
her  late  hufband  are  obliged  to  fup- 
port  her.  I  could  not  learn  that  any  j 
mourning  was  due  from  the  hufband 
for  the  lofs  of  his  wife  :  but  it  is  ' 

*  i 

cuflomary,  particularly  among  the 
great  people,  for  a  fon  to  mourn  for 
his  father  by  not  {having  his  head  or 
any  part  of  his  beard,  and  by  not  j 
cutting  his  nails  for  a  certain  pe¬ 
riod,” 


ACCOUNT  of  a  CYPRIAN  HUNTING-MATCH. 

[From  the  firft  Volume  of  the  Abbe  Mariti’s  Travels  through  Cyprus* 

Syria,  and  Paleftme.] 


“IN  this  place  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  a  Cyprian  hunting-match, 
a  fpedlacle  very  common  in  the 
ifland ;  for,  as  I  have  already  re¬ 
marked,  the  Cypriots  are  remark¬ 
ably  fond  of  hunting.  A  fportf- 
man  here  feldom  goes  out  alone,  to 
purfue  a  feeble  animal,  with  his 
fufee  and  a  couple  of  dogs.  The 
Cypriots  love  exercife ;  but  they 
wifli  to  enliven  thefe  excurfions  with 
mirth  and  jollity:  they  therefore 
go  out  in  large  parties,  mounted  on 
forfts,  and  accompanied  by  whojp 
packs  of  dogs.  The  hunting-match 
at  which  I  was  prefent,  was  none  of 
the  leaf!  brilliant,  as  it  was  that  of 
the  governor.  Having  arrived  at  a 
fpacious  plain,  interfperled  with 
clumps  of  mulberry  trees,  forae 
ruins,  and  thick  bufhes,  the  fportf- 
jnen  began  to  form  a  ring,  in  order 
to  inclofe  the  enemy.  The  barrier 
confined  of  guards  on  horfe-back, 
with  dogs  placed  in  the  intervals. 


The  ladies  of  the  greateft  diflinc- 
tion  in  N.icolia,  with  a  multitude, 
of  other  people,  flood  upon  a  little 
hill,  which  I  afcended  alfo ;  and 
from  that  eminence  I  enjoyed  the 
amufement,  without  {haring  in  the 
fatigue.  The  governor  and  his 
fuite  were  polled  in  different  parts 
of  the  plain,  and,  as  foon  as  the  ap¬ 
pointed  moment  arrived,  the  hunt; 
was  opened  with  the  found  of  muli- 
cal  inflruments.  Part  of  the  dogs 
were  then  let  loofe  ;  which,  rang¬ 
ing  through  the  bullies  and  under¬ 
wood,  fprung  a  great  number  of 
rails,  partridges,  and  woodcocks. 
The  governor  began  the  fport,  by 
bringing  down  one  of  thefe  birds ; 
his  fuite  followed  his  example  ;  and 
the  winged  tribe,  into  whatever 
quarter  they  flew,  were  fure  of  meet¬ 
ing  with  inflant  death.  I  was 
ilruck  with  the  tranquility  of  the 
flationary  dogs ;  for,  notwithlland- 
ing  the  inftkWl  by  which  they  Were 
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fpurred  on,  not  one  of  them  quitted 
his  poft  :  but  the  reft  ran  about  in 
purfuit  of  the  game,  and  the  plain 
was  cleared  in  an  in  Pant.  The 
fcene  was  now  changed :  a  hare 
fiarted  up  from  a  bufh  ;  the  dogs 
purfued  ;  and  while  the  latter  made 
a  thoufand  turnings  in  order  to  ef* 
cape,  fhe  every  where  found  an 
enemy.  She  however  often  defeat¬ 
ed  the  greyhounds:  and  I  admired, 
in  fuch  cafes,  the  fagacity  of  thefe 
animals ;  which,  difdaining  the  af- 
fiftance  of  thofe  that  were  young 
and  inexperienced,  confequently  li¬ 
able  to  be  deceived, waited  until  fome 
of  the  cunning  old  ones  opened  the 
wav  for  them  :  and  then  the  whole 

j  * 

plain  was  foon  in  motion.  During 
this  fcene,  the  beauty  of  the  feafon, 
and  the  clwerfulnefs  by  which  was 
furrounded,  the  barking  of  the  dogs, 
repeated  a  thoufand  times  by  the 
echoes  of  the  hills,  the  cries  of  the 
hunters,  and  the  found  of  the  horns, 
cxaltpd  my  imagination  ;  and  kept 


me,  as  I  may  fay,  in  a  kind  pf  en¬ 
chantment.  When  the  poor  ani¬ 
mal  was  juft  ready  to  become  a  prey 
to  its  enemies,  the  governor  rufhed 
forwards ;  and  throwing  a  flick, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  before 
the  dogs,  they  all  flopped,  and  not 
one  of  them  ventured  to  pafs  this 
fignah  One  of  thofe  fwift  grey¬ 
hounds,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in 
the  fii  ft  chapter,  being  then  let 
loofe,  purfued  the  hare  ;  and  having 
come  up  with  it,  carried  it  back, 
and  jumping  up  on  the  neck  of  the 
governor’s  horfe,  placed  it  before 
him.  The  governor  took  it  in  his 
arms  ;  and,  delivering  it  to  oue  of 
his  officers,  gave  him  orders,  if  it 
continued  alive,  to  {hut  it  up  in  his 
park,  where  he  maintains  a  great 
many  prifoners  of  the  fame  kind.  I 
admired,  above  all,  the  difcipline  of 
the  dogs  and  the  humanity  of  the 
governor,  who  thought  it  his  duty 
to  preferve  an  animal  which  had  af¬ 
forded  himfo  much  pleafure.” 
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CHARACTER  of  the  TRAGEDIES  of  T.SCHYLUS. 

« 

[From  the  fixth  Volume  of  the  Travels  of  Anacharfis  the  younger  in 

Greece.] 


y  Us  continue  to  follpw  the 
1  j  immenfe  flrides  he  has  made 
in  the  dramatic  career,  and  examine 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  acquit¬ 
ted  himfelf  in  the  different  parts  of 
tragedy,  that  is  to  fay  in  the  fable, 
manners,  fentiments,  didtion,  deco¬ 
ration,  and  mulic. 

44  His  plots  are  extremely  fimple : 
he  difregarded  or  was  not  fufficient- 
ly  acquainted  with  the  art  of  avoid¬ 
ing  improbabilities,  complicating 
and  developing  an  adtion,  clofely 
connedting  its  different  parts,  and 
battening  or  retarding  it  by  difco- 
veries,  and  other  unforfeen  acci¬ 
dents.  He  fometimes  only  interefts 
■us  by  the  recital  of  fadts,  and  the 
vivacity  of  the  dialogue ;  and  at 
other  times  by  the  vigour  of  his 
ffyle,  and  the  terror  of  his  fcenes. 
He  appears  to  have  confidered  the 
unity  of  adtion  and  of  time  as  effen- 
tial,  but  that  of  place  as  lefs  necef- 
Jary.  The  chorus  with  him  is  no 
longer  confined  to  chanting  certain 
odes  or  fongs,  but  makes  a  part  of 
the  whole.  It  is  the  comforter  of 
the  wretched,  the  counfellor  of 
kings,  the  terror  of  tyrants,  and  the 
confidant  of  all.  Sometimes  it  par¬ 
ticipates  in  the  adtion  during  its 
whole  continuance.  This  is  what 

*  l.  ‘  \  i  %v  i *  \ 


the  fuccefTors  of  iEfchylus  ought  J 
more  frequently  to  have  pradtifed, 
and  what  he  has  not  always  pradtif- 
ed  himfelf. 

44  The  charadter  and  manners  of 
his  perfonages  are  fuitable,and  rarely  ; 
fail  in  confiffency.  He  ufually  chofe 
his  models  from  the  heroic  times,  and  ! 
fuftains  his  charadters  at  the  eleva* 
tion  to  which  Homer  had  raifed  his 
heroes.  He  delights  in  exhibiting  * 
vigorous  and  free  minds,  fuperior  to 
fear,  devoted  to  their  country,  ani¬ 
mated  by  an  infatiable  thiyfk  of  glo¬ 
ry  and  of  combats,  more  noble  than 
thofe  of  the  prefent  age,  and  fuch 
as  he  wifhed  to  form  for  the  de~  [ 
fence  of  Greece ;  for  he  wrote  in 
the  time  of  the  Perfian  war. 

44  As  he  inclines  more  to  excite 
terror  than  pity,  far  from  endea* 
vouring  to  foften  the  harfh  features 
of  certain  charadters,  he  feeks  only 
to  render  them  them  more  feroci¬ 
ous  j  but  without  injury  to  the  the-  f 
atrical  intereft.  Clytaemneftra,  af- 
ter  having  murdered  her  hufband 
relates  the  atrocious  deed  with 
bitter  derifion,  and  the  intrepidity 
of  remorfelefs  villany.  Her  crime  j 
would  be  horrible  if  it  were  not  an 
adt  ofjuflice  in  her  eyes,  if  it  werenot 
decreed  by  Fate,  and  if  it  were  not; 
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ircquifite,  according  to  the  received 
principles  of  the  heroic  ages,  that 
blood  unjuftly  fhed  fhould  be  wafhed 
away  by  blood.  Clytaemneftra  lets 
•us  fee  her  jealoufy  of  CafTandra,  and 
her  love  for  iEgifthuS;  but  mo¬ 
tives  fo  feeble  did  not  guide  her 
hand.  Nature  and  the  gods  have 
tompelled  her  to  take  vengeance; 
and  thus  file  add  relies  the  chorus  of 
Argives : 

I  tell  thee,  my  firm  foul  difdains  to  fear. 
Be  thou  difpofs’d  t’  applaud,  or  cehfure 
me,  ' 

I  reck  it  not  :  there  Agamemnon  lies ; 
My  huiband,  fkiughter’d  by  this  hand  : 

1  dare 

Avow  his  death,  and  jultify  the  deed. 

- - 1  ftruckhim  twice,  *:nd  twice 

He  groan’d,  then  died.  A  third  time, 
as  he  lay 

gored  him  with  a  wound,  a  grateful 
prefent 

To  the  ftern  god,  that  in  the  .realms 
•  ,  below 

Reigns  o’er  the  dead  :  there  let  him 
take  his  feat. 

He  lay ;  and  fpouting  from  his  wounds 
a  ftrearii 

Of  blood,  bedew’d  me  with  thefe  crim- 
fon  drops  ; 

I  glory  in  them  like  the  genial  earth. 
When  the  warm  Ihower’s  of  heaven  de- 
fcend,  and  wake 

The  fiowrets  to  unfold  their  vermeil 
leaves. 

— For  Iphigenia,  my  lamented  chi  d, 
Whom  he. unjuftly  flew,  he  juftly  died. 
—Thou  fay’ ft,,  and  fay ’ft  aloud  I  did 
this  deed  : 

Say  not  that  f,  that  Agamemnon’s  wife 
Did  it.  The  Fury  fatal  to  this  houfe, 

In  vengeance  for  Thyeftes’  horrid  feaft, 
All  urn ’d  this  form,  and,  with  her  ancient 
rage, 

Hath  for  the  children  facrificd  the  man. 

Potter. 

«  This  idea  will  become  more 
manifeft  from  the  following  reflec¬ 
tion.  Among  the  disorders  and 
mvfteries  of  nature  none  made  a 
more  forcible  impreffion  on  iEichy- 
lus  than  the  ftrange  deftiny  of  the 
human  race  j  with  refpeft  to  man, 


the  crimes  he  commits,  and  the  woes 
of  which  he  is  the  vi£tim  ;  and  with 
regard  to  the  powers  above  him, 
celeftial  vengeance  and  blind  fata¬ 
lity  ;  by  the  former  of  which  mor¬ 
tals  are  purfued  when  guilty,  and 
by  the  latter  impelled  when  unfor¬ 
tunate.  Such  is  the  do&rine  which 
he  had  derived  from  his  intercourfe 
with  the  fages,  which  he  has  incul¬ 
cated  in  almoft  all  his  dramas,  and 
which,  holding  the  minds  of  the 
audience  in  continual  terror,  incef- 
fantly  exhorted  them  not  to  draw 
on  them  the  anger  of  the  gods,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  ftrokes  of  fate. 
Hence  the  fovereign  contempt  which 
he  teftifies  for  the  illufive  goods  by 
which  we  are  dazzled,  and  that 
force  of  eloquence  with  which  he 
pourtrays  the  mifchiefs  of  fortun^. 
CafTandra  exclaims  with  indigna¬ 
tion  : 

This  is  the  ftate  of  mail :  in  profperous 
fortune, 

A  flaadow,  pafling  light,  throws  to  the 
ground 

Joy’s  bafelefs  fabr:c  :  in  adverflty, 

Comes  Malice  with  a  fpunge  moiftened 
in  gall, 

And  wipes  each  beauteous  chara&er 
away  : 

More  than  the  firft  this  melts  my  foul 
to  pity. 

Potter. 

«  In  his  time  no  other  ftyle  was 
known  for  heroic  compofition  but 
that  of  the  epopoeia  and  that  of  the 
dithyrambic.  As  they  fuited  the 
elevation  of  his  ideas  and  fentiments, 
ALfchylus,  without  enfeebling  them, 
transferred  them  to  tragedy.  Hur¬ 
ried  away  by  an  enthufiafm  which 
he  was  unable  to  govern,  he  lavifhes 
epithets,  metaphors,  every  figura¬ 
tive  expreflion  of  the  emotions  of 
the  foul,  and  whatever  may  give 
weight,  ftrength,  and  magnificence 
to  language,  or  animate  and  render, 
it  impallioned.  Beneath  his  vigor- 
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ous  pencil,  narative,  fentiments  and 
maxims  are  changed  into  images, 
which  are  finking  for  their  beauty 
or  their  Angularity.  In  that  tra¬ 
gedy,  which  may  with  propriety  be 
called  the  offspring  of  Mars,  the 
foldier  who  had  been  fent  by  Eteo- 
cles  to  reconoitre  the  army  of  the 
Argives,  thus  addreffes  his  fove- 
reign : 

Illuftrlcms  king  of  Thebes,  I  bring  thee 
tidings 

Of  firm  affurance  from  the  foe ;  thefe 
eyes 

Beheld  each  circumftance.  Seven  va¬ 
liant  chiefs 

Slew  on  the  black-crb’d  fhield  the  vic¬ 
tim  bull. 

And  dipping  in  the  gore  their  furious 
hands, 

In  folemn  oath  atteft  the  god  cf  war, 

Bellona,  and  the  carnage-loving  power 

Of  Terror,  fvvorn  from  $he»r  firm  bafe 
to  rend 

Thefe  walls,  and  lay  their  ramparts  in 
the  dull; 

Or,  dying,  with  their  warm  blood  deep 
this  earth.’ * 

Potter. 

<c  He  fays  of  a  man  of  confum- 
jrifite  prudence:  “  He  reaps  thofe 
44  fage  and  generous  refoJutions 
“  which.  fpring  in  the  deep  furrows 
**  ()f  his  foul  and  elfewhere ; 
<4  The  intelligence  by  which  I  am 
“  animated  has  defeended  from  hea- 
<c  ven  to  earth,  and  cries  to  me  in- 
“  Ceffantly  ;  Beftow  but  a  flight  re- 
44  gard  on  what  is  mortal.”  He 
thus  warns  a  free  people  early  to 
watch  over  the  condutf  of  a  citizen 
dangerous  from  his  abilities  and  his 
riches  :  “  Beware  how  you  nurfe 
44  UP  a  young  lion,  how  you  carefs 
>£  him  while  he  yet  fears  you,  or 
“  how  you  refill  him  when  he  is 
44  grown  a  flranger  to  fear.” 

“  Yet  thefe  ihining  paffages  are 
accompanied,  in  fome  of  his  works, 
by  an  obfeurity  which  arifes  not 
only  from  his  extreme  concifentfs 
aad  the  boidnefs  of  his  figures,  but 


alfo  from  new  words,  with  which 
he  affeded  to  enrich  hts  flyle.  | 
uEfchylus  conceived  that  his  heroes 
ought  not  to  exprefs  their  ideas  like 
the  crowd,  and  that  their  didion 
fhould  be  more  elevated  than  vul¬ 
gar  language  :  it  indeed  frequently 
rifes  above  all  known  language. 
To  give  it  vigour,  words  of  excef- 
five  length,  harfhly  conflruded  from 
the  fragments  of  fevera]  others,  a  rife 
in  the  midfl  of  a  fentenre,  like  thofe 
proud  towers,  to  uie  the  comparifon 
of  Ariflophanes,  which  overlook  the 
ramparts  of  a  city. 

“  The  eloquence  of  AHchylus  was  [ 
too  nervous  to  fubmit  to  the  refine-  I 
ments  of  elegance,  harmony,  and 
corrednefi,  ;  and  his  flights  too  j 
daring  not  to  expofe  him  to  frequent  j 
extravagance  and  failures.  His  flyle 
is  in  general  noble  and  fublime,  in 
certain  parts  grand  to  excefs,  and  1 
pompous  to  inflation  ;  but  fome- 
times  degraded  and  difgufling  by  j 
ignoble  comparifons,  a  puerile  play 
on  words,  and  other  defeds  which 
are  common  to  this  author  with  ail  1 
thofe  who  poffefs  more  genius  than 
tafle.  But  notwithstanding  his 
faults,  he  merits  a  diflinguifbed 
rank  among  the  moil  celebrated 
poets  of  Greece. 

u  It  was  not  fufficient  that  the  j 
noble  and  elevated  flyle  of  tragedy  i 
fliould  leave  in  the  minds  of  the 
auditors  a  flrong  impreflion  of  gran¬ 
deur;  to  captivate  the  multitude,  it 
was  requifite  that  every  part  of  the 
fpedacle  fhould  concur  to  produce 
the  fame  effed.  It  was  then  the  1 
general  opinion  that  Nature,  by 
bellowing  on  the  ancient  heroes  a 
more  lofty  flature,  had  impreffed  on 
their  perfons  a  majefly  which  pro¬ 
cured  them  as  much  refped  from 
the  people  as  the  enfigns  of  dignity 
by  which  they  were  attended.  JEf- 
chvlus  therefore  raifed  his  adors  on 
high  flilts  or  bufkins.  He  covered 
their  features,  which  were  fre- 
t  ,  quently 
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quently  difagreeable,  with  a  mafk 
that  concealed  their  irregularity. 
He  clothed  them  in  flowing  and 
magnificent  robes,  the  form  of 
which  was  fo  decent,  that  the  priefts 
of  Ceres  have  not  bluflied  to  adopt 
it.  The  inferior  actors  were  alfo 
provided  with  mafksand  drefles  fuit- 
ed  to  their  parts. 

44  In  Ac  ad  of  thofe  wretched  feaf- 
folds  which  were  formerly  erected 
in  hafle,  he  obtained  a  theatre  fur- 
niflttd  with  machines,  and  embel- 
liftied  with  decorations.  Here  tne 
found  of  the  trumpet  was  reverbe¬ 
rated,  incenfe  was  feen  to  burn  on 
the  altars,  the  fnades  of  the  dead 
to  arife  from  the  tomb,  and  the 
Furies  to  rufh  from  the  gulphs  of 
Tartarus.  In  one  of  his  pieces  thefe 
infernal  divinities  appeared,  for  the 
firft  time,  with  mafks  of  a  horrid 
palenefs,  torches  in  their  hands, 
ferpents  intertwined  in  their  hairs, 
and  followed  by  a  numerous  retinue 
of  dreadful  fpectres.  It' is  faid  that, 
at  the  fight  of  them,  and  the  found 
of  their  terrific  howlings,  terror 
feized  on  the  whole  aflembly,  wo¬ 
men  mifcarried,  and  children  ex¬ 
pired  with  fear  ;  and  that  the  ma- 
gifirates,  to  prevent  fimilar  accidents 
in  future,  commanded  that  the  cho¬ 
rus  flhould  confift  only  of  fifteen  ac¬ 
tors  infiead  of  fifty. 

44  The  effect  of  fo  many  new 
objects  could  not  but  afionifh  the 
fpectators ;  nor  were  they  lefs  iur- 
prifed  and  delighted  at  the  intel¬ 
ligence  difplayed  in  the  performance 
of  the  actors,  whom  ATchvlus  al- 
moft  always  exercifed  himfelf.  He 
regulated  their  Aeps,  and  taught 
them  to  give  additional  force  to  the 
action  by  new  and  exprelfive  ges¬ 
tures. 

44  He  inftructed  them  ftill  more 
effectually  by  his  example,  as  he 
performed  with  them  in  his  pieces. 
Sometimes  he  called  in  the  alii  Aa  nee 


of  an  able  maAer  of  the  chorufes, 
named  TeleAes,  who  had  brought 
the  art  of  geAure  to  perfection.  In 
the  reprefen tation  of  the  feven  chiefs 
before  Thebes,  he  performed  with 
fuch  truth  and  expreffion,  that  his 
action  might  have  fupplied  the  place 
of  the  words. 

44  We  have  already  faid  that  JE£- 
chylus  had  transferred  to  tragedy 
the  Ayle  of  the  epopceia  and  the  di- 
thyrambic ;  he  alfo  applied  to  it 
the  lofty  modulations  and  impetu¬ 
ous  rhythmus  of  certain  airs,  or 
nomi i  calculated  to  excite  courage  ; 
but  he  did  not  adopt  thofe  innova¬ 
tions  which  began  to  disfigure  the 
ancient  mufic.  His  choral  chant  is 
full  of  grandeur  and  decorum;  and 
confiantly  in  the  diatonic  genus, 
which  is  the  mo  A  Ample  and  natu¬ 
ral  of  all. 

44  Being  falfely  accufed  of  having 
revealed  in  one  of  his  dramas  the 
Eleufinian  myfieries,  he  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  fana¬ 
tic  multitude  :  yet  he  forgave  the 
Athenians  this  injufiice,  becaufe  his 
life  only  had  been  in  danger.  Bujt 
when  he  faw  the  pieces  of  his  rivals 
crowned  in  preference  to  his  own 
— 44  I  muA  leave  to  time,”  faid  he, 
44  to  reAore  mine  to  the  place  they 
merit;”  and  abandoning  his  coun¬ 
try,  went  to  refide  in  Sicily,  where 
king  Iiiero  loaded  him  with  bene¬ 
factions  and  honours.  He  died 
there  a  fhort  time  after,  aged  about 
feventy  years.  The  following  epi¬ 
taph,  which  he  compofed  himfelf, 

was  engraven  on  his'  tomb: - . 

44  Here  lies  Aifchylus,  the  fon  of 
44  E u ph orion,  born  in  Attica.  He 
44  died  in  the  fertile  country  of  Ge- 
44  la.  The  Perfians  and  the  woods  of 
44  Marathon  will  for  ever  atteA  his 
44  valour.” — At  the  time  when  he 
wrote  thefe  lines  he  was  doubtless 
difguAed  with  literary  fame,  and 
knew  no  glory  more.illuArious  $ lan 

that 
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that  of  arms.  The  Athenians  de¬ 
creed  honours  to  his  memory;  and 
authors  who  defign  to  dedicate  their 
genius  to  the  theatre,  have  more 
than  once  been  feen  to  go  to  make 
libations,  and  recite  their  works,  at 
his  tomb. 

«  I  have  fpoken  at  fome  length 


on  the  merit  of  this  poet,  becaufe 
almoft  all  the  novelties  he  introdu¬ 
ced  were  difcoveries ;  and  becaufe 
it  was  more  difficult,  with  the  mo¬ 
dels  which  he  had  before  his  eyes,, 
to  raife  tragedy  to  the  elevation  at 
which  he  left  it,  than,  after  him* 
to  bring  it  to  perfection.’ * 
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of  the  ANCIENT  TRAGEDY. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 


«  fTpHE  ancients  have  left  us  but 
little  light  on  this  fubjecl  ; 
and  modern  critics  have  been  di¬ 
vided  in  theiropinions,  when  they 
have  undertaken  to  elucidate  it.  It 
has  been  afferted  the  fcenes  were 
fiing;  and  it  has  been  affirmed  that 
they  were  only  declaimed,  or  re¬ 
cited.  Some  have  added,  the  decla¬ 
mation  was  noted.  I  fhall  give  in  a 
few  words  the  refult  of  my  enqui¬ 
ries. 

44  I .  The  a  Hors  declaimed  in  the 
fcenes.  Ariftole,  fpeaking  of  the 
means  employed  by  certain  kinds  of 
poetry  to  produce  imitation,  fays, 
that  the  dithyrambics,  the  nomi, 
tragedy,  and  comedy,  made  ufe  of 
rhythm,  melody,  and  verfe;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  dithyrambics 
and  the  nomi  employed  all  the  three 
together,  and  tragedy  and  comedy 
made  ufe  of  them  feparately :  and 
afterwards  he  fays  that,  in  the  fame 
piece,  tragedy  fometimes  employs 
metre  alone,  and  fometimes  metre 
accompanied  with  melody. 

44  It  is  well  known  that  the  fcenes, 
were  ufualiy  compofed  in  iambic 
verfe,  becaufe  this  kind  of  metre  is 
molt  proper  for  the  dialogue.  But 
Plutarch,  fpeaking  of  the  mufical 


execution  of  the  iambic  Verfes,  fays 
that,  in  tragedy,  fome  were  recited 
while  the  inftruments  played,  and 
that  others  were  fung.  Declamation 
was  then  admitted  in  the  fcenes. 

44  2.  The  attors  frequently  fang  in 
the  fcenes.  To  the  proof  afforded  by 
the  preceding  paffage  in  Plutarch,  jj 
I  fhall  add  the  following  others;  i 
Ariftotle  allures  us  that  the  hypo-  i 
dorian  and  hypophrygian  modes  or  t 
keys  were  ufed  in  the  fcenes,  though 
they  were  not  ill  the  chorufes. 

1“  When  Hecuba  and  Androma* 
che  fing  on  the  Page,”  fays  Lucian, 

44  we  may  pardon  them ;  but  fof 
44  Hercules  fo  far  to  forget  himfeif  as 
44  to  fing,  is  an  intolerable  abfurdity.” 
The  characters  of  a  piece,  therefore, 
fang  on  certain  occafions. 

44  4.  Declamation  was  never  ufed 
in  the  interludes ,  or  intervals  between 
the  aHs,  but  in  thefe  the  whole  chorus 
fang.  This  proportion  is  not  con- 
tefted. 

44  4.  The  chorus  fometimes  fang  in 
the  courfe  of  a  fcene .  This  is  proved 
from  the  paffage  in  Pollux  :  44  When, 

44  inftead  of  a  fourth  a£tor,  fome  one 
44  of  the  chorus  is  made  to  fing,”  &c. 
And  like  wife  by  the  precept  in 
Horace  ;  Let  the  chorus  fing  no* 

,  .  thing 


and  DECLAMATION  of 

thing  between  the  interludes  which 
is  not  clofelv  connected  with  the 
action:”  as  alfo.by  a  number  of 
examples.  It  will  be  futficient  to 
refer  to  the  Agamemnon  of  MS.  hy- 
us,  fromverfe  1099  to  ver^e  i  t  80  ; 
the  Hyppolytus  of  Euripides,  from 
v.  58  to  v.  72  ;  the  Qreftes  of  the 
fame  poet,  from  v.  140  to  v.  207,  &c. 
8cc. 

“  5.  The  chorus ,  or  rather  its  cory - 
thasuSy  feme  times  entered  into  dialogue 
with  the  actors,  and  this  dialogue  was 
inly  declaimed.  This  was  efpecially 
lone  when  the  chorus  was  afked  for 
my  explanations,  or  when  itfelf  re- 
juefted  them  from  one  of  the  per- 
ons  of  the  drama ;  in  a  word,  as 
)ften  as  it  immediately  participated 
n  the  a&ion.  See,  in  the  Medea  of 
Euripides,  verfe  81 1  ;  in  the  fup- 
plicants  of  the  fame  poet,  v.  6  74  ; 
n  the  Iphigenia  in  Aulis  of  the 
ame,  v.  917,  &c. 

“  The  firft  feenes  of  the  Ajax  of 
Sophocles  will  fuffice,  if  1  am  not 
niftaken,  to  fhew  the  manner  in 
vhich  declamation  and  finging  were 
an  ployed  fucceflively. 

u  Scene  the  firft,  Minerva  and 
Ulyjfes ;  feene  the  fcecond,  the  fame 
ind  Ajax  ;  feene  the  third,  Minerva 
md  Ulyffes .  Thefe  three  \  feenes 
brm  the  expofition  of  the  fubje<ft. 
Minerva  relates  to  Uiyfies  that  Ajnx, 
n  a  fit  of  frenzy,  had  killed  the 
hepherds  and  llaughtered  the  dorks, 
magining  that  he  had  fieri ficed  to 
lis  vengeance  the  chiefs  of  the 
irmy.  This  is  a  fa£f,  and  is  nai- 
’ated  in  iambic  v  rfes ;  whence  I 
-onclude  that  the  three  feenes  were 
leclaimed. 

“  Minerva  and  Uiyfies  go  off,  and 
he  chorus  enters  :  it  is  compofed  of 
>alaminians,  who  deplore  the  mif- 
ortune  of  their  lovereign,  of  whofe 
rantic  a&ions  they  have  been  in- 
ormed.  The  chorus  entertains 
loubts,  which  it  feeks  to  fatisiy.  It 
*?9 1- 


ancient  Tragedy.  [97] 

I  .  * 

does  not  employ  the  iambic  Verfe  ; 
its  ftyle  is  figurative.  It  is  alone  ; 
it  expeeffes  itfelf  in  a  ftrophe  and  an 
antiftrophe,  both  containing  the 
fame  number  of  verfes  of  the  fame 
metre.  This,  therefore,  is  what 
Ari  totle  calls  the  firft  fpeerh  of  the 
whole  chorus ;  and,  by  confequence, 
th j  firft  interlude,  which  wasalwavs 
fung  by  all  the  voices  of  the  chorus. 

“  Alter  the  interlude,  feene  the 
firft,  Tecmejfa  and  the  chorus.  This 
feene,  which  continues  from  verfe 
?  o  to  verfe  307,  is,  as  it  were,  di~ 

•  vided  into  two  parts.  fn  the  firft, 
which  contains  6  *  verfes,  Tecmefla 
confirms  the  accounts  of  the  frenzy 
of  Ajax  ;  her  lamentations  and  thofe 
of  the  chorus  follow.  The  verfes 
are  anapsefts.  In  the  part  of  the 
chorus  is  a  ftrophe,  with  its  corref- 
ponding  antiftrophe,  perfectly  re- 
fembling  it  in  the  number  and  nea- 
fure  of  the  verfes.  I  fuppofe  all 
this  to  have  been  fung.  The  fecond 
part  of  the  feene,  was  no  doubt,  de¬ 
claimed  ;  it  Only  confifts  of  iambic 
verfes.  The  chorus  interrogates 
Tecmefla,  who  enters  into  a  cirrum- 
ftantial  account  of  the  a6fion  of 
Ajax.  The  exclamations  of  Ajax 
are  heard,  the  door  of  his  tent  is 
opened,  and  he  appears. 

“  Scene  the' fecond,  Ajax ,  Tecmcf- 
fa,  and  the  chorus.  This  feene,  like 
the  preceding,  was  partly  fung  and 
partly  declaimed.  Ajax  (v.  3^8) 
fings  four  ftrophes,  with  their  cor- 
refponding  amiftrophes.  Tecmefla 
and  the  chorus  reply  by  two  or  three 
iambic  verfes,  which  muft  have  been 
fung,  as  I  fhall  prefently  fhew. 
After  the  kft  antiftrophe  and  the 
anfwer  of  the  <  horns,  begin,  at 
verfe  430,  the  iambics,  which  con¬ 
tinue  to  verfe  60  ,  or  rather  -9- . 
In  thefe  the  prince,  recovered  from 
his  delirium,  fignifies  to  Tecmefla 
and  the  chorus  his  refolution  to  put 
an  end  to  his  life  :  they  entreat  him 

tr  to 
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to  abandon  fuch  a  defign.  He  afks 
to  fee  his  Ton,  takes  him  in  his  arms, 
and  addreffes  to  him  an  affecting 
fpeech.  All  this  is  declaimed. 
Tecmefla  goes  out  with  her  child  ; 
Ajax  remains  on  the  ftage  ;  but  he 
obferves  a  profound  filence,  while 
the  chorus  executes  the  fecond  in¬ 
terlude. 

“  From  this  examination,  which  I 
might  carry  farther,  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  chorus  was  confidered  under 
two  different  points  of  view,  accord¬ 
ing  as  it  was  employed  in  either  of 
the  two  diflindl  functions  allotted  to 
it.  In  the  interludes,  or  intervals 
between  the  arts,  the  whole  chorus 
fang  together  ;  in  the  fcenes  in  which 
it  participated  in  the  adfion,  it  was 
reprefented  by  its  coryphaeus  ;  which 
explains  the  expreffion  of  Ariftotle 
and  Horace,  that  the  cho:us  fome- 
times  performed  the  part  of  an 
adtor. 

“  6-  By  what  marks  may  the 
parts  of  a  drama  which  were  Jung  he 
dijhnguijhed  from  thofe  which  were 
only  recited?  I  am  not  able  to  lay 
down  rules  for  this  diftindfion  which 
will  apply  in  every  cafe  ;  I  can  only 
fav  that  it  appears  to  me,  that  de¬ 
clamation  had  place  as  often  as  the 
interlocutors,  following  the  thread 
of  the  adhon,  without  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  chorus,  exprelTed  them- 
felves  in  a  long  feries  of  iambics, 
at  the  head  of  which  the  fcholiafts 
have  written  the  word  Iamboi.  I 
incline  to  believe,  but  I  will  not 
poffitively  affert,  that  all  the  other 
verfes  were  fun°\  We  may,  how* 
ever,  -  in  general,  affirm  that  the 
earlier  authors  applied  themfelves 
more  to  the  melopocia  than  their 


fuceefTors  :  the  reafon  of  which  i: 


evident.  The  dramatic  poemc 
deriving  their  origin  from  thofi 
companies  of  buffoons  who  t  raver  fee 
Attica,  it  was  natural  for  the  chan? 
or  {Ingin to  be  regarded  as  thi 
principal  part  of  tragedy  in  its  in 
fancy  ;  and  hence,  no  doubt,  it  f 
that  it  prevails  more  in  the  piece 
of  iEfchylus,  and  Phrynichus  hi 
contemporary,  than  in  thofe 
Euripides  and  Sophocles. 

“  I  have  faid  above,  on  the  author 
ity  of  Plutarch,  the  iambic  verfe 
were  fometirms  lung  when  the  cho 
rus  performed  the  part  of  an  adtor 
We  in  fadt  find  this  kind  of  verfe  ii, 
irregular  ftanzas  adapted  to  be  fungjj 


of 


xEfchylus  has  often  ufed  it  in  modul 


lated  fcenes  ;  as,  for  example,  tha 
of  the  king  of  A'gos  and  the  cho 
rus  in  the  fupplicants,  verfe  392 
the  chorus  hugs  ftrophes  and  thei 
correfponding  antiftrophes  ;  th 
king  replies  five  times,  and  eacs 
time  by  five  iambic  verfes  ;  a  proo' 
unlefs  I  am  miftaken,  that  all  thelj 
refponfes  were  to  the  fame  air.  Se 
fimilar  examples  in  the  pieces  of  th 
fame  author  ;  in  the  feven  chiefs,  x 
9  and  692  ;  in  the.  Perfians,  \ 


an: 

an 


256;  in  Agammenon,  v.  1099 
in  the  fupplicants,  v.  747 
883. 

u  7.  Was  the  declamajion  noted 
The  Abbe  Du  Bos  pretends  that 
was.  He  has  been  refuted  in  th 
memoirs  of  the  academy  of  Beli< 
Lettres ;  in  which  it  is  proved  th, 
the  inftrument  by  which  the  voice  <1 
the  adtor  was  accompanied,  was  on 
employed  to  fup port  the  voice  froij 
time  to  time,  and  prevent  it  froij 
riling  too  high  or  unking  too  low 
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On  the  PROPER  MODE  of  PRONOUNCING  the  GREEK  VOWELS. 

[From  an  Analytical  Eflay  on  the  Greek  Alphabet,  by  Richard  Payne 

Knight.] 


“  '  |  'HE  proper  mode  of  pro- 
1  nounci  ng  the  Greek  vowds 
has  been  a  fubje<ft  of  much  control 
verfy  ever  fince  the  revival  of  learn¬ 
ing  in  the  weft  ;  it  having  been 
foon  difcovered  that  the  Byzantine 
Greeks,  the  orfly  teachers  of  the 
language,  had  long  loft  the  art  of 
fpeaking  it,  though  they  continued 
to  write  it  with  purity,  and  even 
elegance.  Erafmus  firft  com  poked 
a  whimfical  dialogue  upon  the  fub- 
je6t  ;  and  foon  after  Cheke,  profef- 
for  of  Greek  in  the  Univerhty  of 
Cambridge,  undertook  to  examine 
it  ;  but  his  work  was  anticipated  by 
an  ediift,  publilhed  in  the  year  i^gz 
bv  Stephen  Gardener,  bifliop  of 
Winchefter,  and  chancellor  of  the 
Univerfity,  ftri&ly  commanding  that 
the  mode  of  pronunciation  eftab- 
liflied  by  the  modern  Greeks  ftiould 
be  continued  :  by  which  the  vowels 
H,  I,  and  Y,  were  confidered  mere¬ 
ly  as  different  fig  ns  for  one  found, 
the  dipthongs  OI  and  El  for  ano¬ 
ther,  and  A I  and  E  for  another. 
Cheke  and  his  friends  found  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  coufuting  thefe  abfurdities  ; 
but  neither  he,  nor  thofe  who  have 
followed  him  in  the  enquiry,  have 
afforded  us  much  real  information, 
■except  that  which  was  before  given 
by  Dionyfms  of  Halicaruaffus. 
44  The  A,”  fays  that  critic,  “  when 
extended,  is  the  molt  fonorous  of 
the  long  vowels,  it  is  pronounced 
by  the  mouth  being  very  much 
opened,  and  the  breath  forced  up¬ 
wards.  Next  is  the  long  E  ;  to 
pronounce  which  the  mouth  is  mo¬ 
derately  opened,  and  the  found,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  breath,  preffed  down 
about  the  root  of  the  tongue.  Then 


comes  the  long  O,  which  requires 
the  mouth  to  be  circular,  and  the 
lips  contracted  round,  againft  the 
outward  edges  of  which  fhe  breath 
muft  be  ftrongly  impelled.  The  Y 
is  lefs  fonorous  ;  for,  the  breath 
being  conftrained  by  a  confidera* 
ble  contraction  of  the  bps,  the 
found  produced  is  {lender.  In¬ 
ferior  to  all  is  the  I  ;  for,  the 
mouth  being  but  little  opened, 
there  is  a  collifion  of  the  breath 
with  the  teeth,  and  the  lips  are  not 
employed  in  elevating  the  found. 
This  paffage  intirely  fubVerts  the 
authority  of  the  Byzantine  Greeks, 
as  well  as  that  of  our  Own  fchools, 
none  of  which  teach  the  true  pro- 
nounc.iation  of  the  vowels,  except 
perhaps  the  Scotch.  The  critic  has 
confidered  the  long  ones  rather  than 
the  fliort  ones,  not  becaufe  there 
was  anv  difference  in  the  mode  of 
pronouncing  them,  but  becaufe 
tone  can  be  better  illuftrated  and 
afeertained  in  a  long  found  than  a 
lliort  one.  It  appears,  from  what  he 
fays,  that  the  A  was  pronounced'  as 
the  Italians  now  pronounce  it,  or  as 
we  pronounce  it  in  the  .words  ~oaJiy 
pajt ,  Sc.  The  E  was  aKo  as  the 
Italians  now  pronounce  it,  or  as  we 
pronounce  the  A  when  followed  by 
a  confonant  and  mute  vowel,  as  in 
trie  words  mate.,  plate,  &c.  The 
Italians  have  alfo  the  true  proiloun- 
ciation  of  the  (  ,  which  we  have 
milerably  corrupted,  except  when 
followed  by  a  confonant  and  mute 
vowels,  as  in  the  words  niccte,  t  oaey 
feV.  As  for  the  T,  I  am  in  doubt 
whether  any  modern  nation  pro¬ 
nounces  it  exactly  as  the  Greeks  did  : 
the  Italians  follow  the  Latins, 
(*  z  \\  hofe 
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whole  V  correfponded  to  the  OT  clip- 
thong  of  the  Greeks,  the  true  pro- 
nounciation  of  which  is  retained  by 
the  French  in  their  own  ou .  We 
pronounce  it  as  the  dipthong  ET  in 
Ibme  inftances  (as  in  b’ADP),  and 
in  others,  as  the  French,  pronounce 
the  fame  dipthong  (as  in  EY>),  a 
barbarous  found  unknown  to  anti¬ 
quity,  Perhaps  the  nearefl  letter  to 
it  in  modern  alphabets  is  the  French 
accented  U ;  the  found  of  which  is, 
indeed,  poor  and  {lender ;  but  fuch 
Dionyiius  informs  us  that  of  the 
Greek. T  was. 


u  The  vowels  have  varied  but 
little  in  their  forms,  except  that  the 
Upfilon  was  antiently  written  like 
the  Latin  V,  and  the  Iota  by  an  in¬ 
dented  line,  thus  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  the  Gamma,  which  was 
re  prefen  ted  by  the  ffraight  perpen¬ 
dicular  line.  The  confufion  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  forms  probably  pro¬ 
duced  the  /confonant ;  which  feems, 
in  the  Roman  alphabet,  to  have  had 
that  affinity  with  the  G  which  it  Hill 
retains  in  mod  modern  lan¬ 
guages.”  / 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  LANGUAGE  of  BOTANY,  by  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Thomas  Martyn,  B.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Profeffor  of  Botany  in 
the  Univerfitv  of  Cambridge,  and  Fellow  of  the  Linnean  Society.  In 
a  Letter  to  the  President. 

fFrom  the  firfl  Volume  of  the  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Linnean  Society.] 


“  S  I  R, 

HAVE  little  doubt  of  your 
agreeing  with  me  in  opinion, 
that  nothing  has  contributed  more  to 
the  rapid  progress  which  the  feience 
of  botany  has  made  within  the  laft 
thirty  or  forty  years,  than  the  excel¬ 
lent  language  which  Linneus  in¬ 
vented,  and  which  has  been  by  com¬ 
mon  confent  adopted,  not  only  by 
thofe  who  'ollow  the  fyllematic  ar- 
rangeme'nt  of  the  illuftrious  Swede, 
but  by  all  wlio  ftudv  botany  as  a 
fcienceh  Without  pretending  to 
any  peculiar  fo relight,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm,  that  the  Linnean  lan¬ 
guage  will  continue  to  be  in  ufe, 
even  though  his  fvftem  fliould  in  af¬ 
ter  ages  be  neglected  ;  and  that  it 
will  be  received  into  every  country 
where  the  fcience  of  botany  is  ftu- 
died,  with  certain  modifications 
adapting  it  refpe.&ively  to  cadi  ver¬ 
nacular  tongue. 


“  So  long  as  botany  was  confined 
to  the  learned  few,  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  ufing  the  terms  of  the 
Linnean  language^  exabtlv  as  the 
author  had  delivered  it  :  but  now 
that  it  is  become  a  general  purfuit, 
not  only  of  the  fcholar,  but  of  fuch 
as  have  not  had  what  is  called  a 
learned  education  ;  and  iince  the 
fair  fex  have  adopted  it  as  a  favourite 
amufement ;  it  is  become  neceffary 
to  have  a  language  that  fhatl  be  fuit- 
able  to  every  rank  and  condition,  a 
language  that  may  be  incorporated 
into  the  general  fund,  and  carry 
with  it  the  proper  marks  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  tongue,  into  which  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
ceived. 

4 i  In  order  to  attain  this  defirablc 
end,  iHjeg  leave,  fir,  to  fubmit  to 
your  confideration,  -and  to  that  of 
the  fociety  over  which  you  prefide, 
thefe  two  fundamental  principles  .* 
Firli,  that  we  fliould  adhere;  as 

clofely 
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clofely  as  poflible  to  the  Linnem 
language  itfeif ;  and  fecondly,  that 
we  fhould  adapt  the  terminations, 
plurals,  compounds  and  derivatives, 
to  the  ftru&ure  and  genius  of  our 
flerling  Englifli, 

“  That  we  ought  to  adopt  the 
Linnean  terms  themfelves,  is  fbfli- 
ciently  apparent  from  the  great 
advantage  refulting  from  the  ufe 
of  one  univerfal  language.  If  we 
change  or  tranflate  thefe  terms,  we 
jofe  all  this  advantage,  and  become 
unintelligible  to  botanifls  of  every 
other  nation,  without  any  benefit 
gained  on  the  other  hand:  for  thtfe 
new  terms  will  be  equally  difficult 
even  to  the  Englifli  flucient  ;  and 
will  require  as  much  explanation  as 
tile  na tin  or  Greek,  many  of  which 
have  prelcription  and  pofleffion  to 
plead  in  tiieii  de'ence  To  load 
the  fcience  and  our  Englifli  tongue 
With  a  ufelefs  addition  of  new  words, 
is  certainly  an  evil  to  be  avoided.  . 

u  Thus,  for  inflance,  in  the  pasts 
of  fructification,  if  \ve  adopt  the 
terms  empaiement ,  bloffom,  chive, 
i  bread,  t 1 p ,  pointc it,  feca^bud,  jba.pt , 
fummit,  thpy  require  explanation, 
in  their  appropriate  fenfe,  as  much 
as  calyx,  corolla,  Jlamen ,  jUamem, 
anther  a ,  pijiilltm  or  pijlil ,  germen  or 
germ,  Jlyle,  and  Jligma ,  which,  are 
already  familiar  to  the  ears  of  all 
who  have  ftudied  the  fcience  of  bo- 
tany,  even  though  they  have  little  or 
no  acquaintance  with  the  learned 
languages,  l  or  the  fame  reafons 
legume  is  to  be  preferred  to  jheu  or 
tod,  flu  qua  or  jiiique  to  pod,  Jilicie  to 
Pouch,  glume  to  httjh  or  ctjajj,  culm  to 
draw,  high  ate  tQ  jlngerea,  o  vate  to 
’■ggfd*  pinnaiijid  tQ  peat  her -cleft, 
u  Some  rew  Rnglifli  terms  it 
mufl  be  owned,  were  ufed  by  the 
earned  Grpw  j  fuch  as  empaiement. 


chive,  fimet  for  anther,  pointed, 
ovary  for  germ  and  knob  or  button 
for  jhgma  :  but  thefe  never  made 
their  way  into  the  world,  or  be  arne 
of  general  ufe.  It  is  not  ne.  effhry 
therefore  to  diicuE  the  comparative 
merits  of  thefe  terms  with  tbc  in- 
nean  •  fine?,  after  all,  we  muff  fiib- 
nir  to  the  fupreme  law  in  thefe 
matters,  general  confent  *  :  and 
when  o  Greek  or  Latin  term  has 
been  once  fanCfioned  by  ufe,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  ought 
to  be  prefer;  e.  even  to  a  te  m  ori¬ 
ginally  Englifli,  which  is  either  i it- 
tie  known,  or  is  applied  to  ano¬ 
ther  fignification. 

“  Items  therefore  upon  the 
whole  to  be  a  definable  object,  that 
all  who  talk  or  write  of  botany  in 
Englifli,  fliould  keep  as  clofe  as  pof¬ 
fible  to  the  Linnean  language  :  nor 
does  it  feem  liable  to  any  material 
objection,  if  we  proceed  with  dif- 
ci  etion  and  propriety,  without  vio¬ 
lating  the  rules  of  common  fenfe  or 
of  grammar. 

“  For  i n fiance,  when  there  is  a 
fignificant  Englifli  term,  which  has 
been  in  long  and  general  ufe,  it 
ought  to  be  preferred.  Thus  it 
would  be  abfurd  to  put  jemen  for 
feed,  or  j'onu-m  for  Lay  :  all  is  pre¬ 
ferable  to  tccii/ayi;  -.  ,  parth.cn  to 
cfepipient,  and  perhaps^,.  -vefel  to 
peiicarp .  Opinions  will  differ 
upon  the  extent  to  which  this  ex¬ 
ception  to  tiie  general  principle 
fliould  be  carried  ;  but  the  original 
terms  of  the  fcience  in  our  language 
are  fo  few,  that  it  rnav  very  well  be 
confined  within  a  (mall  compafs. 

“  There  are  however  cafes,  in 
which  it  feems  ad vi f cable  rather  to 
invent  a  new  Englifli  term,  than  to 
adopt  the  Linnean.  Thus  in  the 
cafe  of  very  long  words,  fuch  as 


Si  volet  ufus, 


i  Quern  penes  arbitrium  eft.  efc  jus,  et  norma  loquendb-* 


catnpa * 
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edge  of  a  leaf  refembling  the  teeth 

of  a  faw. 


camp  uniform ,  infundibuliform ,  hyfo- 
crater  form,  and  other  fefquipeda- 
lian  terms,  which  give  too  great  an 
air  of  pedantry  to  the  language,  it 
will  perhaps  be  thought  better  by 
moft  perfons  to  ufe  hell -jh aped ,  fun - 
nelfhaped,  and  fal-ver- fb aped  ;  or 
bell-form ,  funnel- form ,  and  Jal-ver - 
form  ;  our  Englifh  tongue  admit¬ 
ting  compounds  with  great  luccefs 
and  facility  ;  efpecially  flnce  thefe 
terms  convey  immediately  to  the 
Englifh  botanift  a  familiar  idea  of 
the  fevcral  forms  of  the  corolla, 
which  they  are  intended  to  ex- 
prefs. 

,  When  words  alfb  have  already 
an  appropriate  fenfe  in  Englifh,  it 
feems  better  to  tranflate  them  than 
to  ufe  the  originals  themfelves. 
Thus,  although  in  Latin  we  fay 
cauhs  jlritlus  or  exajperaius ,  and 
folium  exafperatum  ;  vet  it  has  <»n 
abfurd  found  in  Englifli  to  talk  of  a 
jlrtcl  or  exafp crated  flalk,  and  of 
leaves  being  exafperated.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  ftill  worfe, .although  it 
has  not  fo  ridiculous  a  found,  to  drop 
the  original  Latin  term,  in  order  to 
adopt  an  Englifh  one  before  appro¬ 
priated  to  another  fenfe,  and  there¬ 
fore  only  tending  to  create  confu- 
fion.  What  I  mean  may  be  exem¬ 
plified  in  t  e  terms  lanceolate  and 
ferrate ,  applied  to  leaves’:  thefe  are 
become  (Efficiently  familiar  by  ufe  ; 
but  if  not,  the  explanation  muff  be 
referred  to  ;  whereas,  if  we  ufe  the 
words  landed  and  Jawed,  a  novice 
might  eafilv  be  miffed  ;  for  having 
been  gccuftomed  to  the  ideas  of  a 


41  There  are  likewife  home  Latin 
words  which  do  not  perfectly  aflirni- 
late  to  our  language,  and  therefore 
are  better  tranflated.  Such  are  teres 
and  amphxicaulis ,  Now  we  cannot 
Wellifay  in  Englifli  tere  or  amplex'tcanl ; 
but  the  fir  ft  may  frequently  be  tran¬ 
flated  round :  this  however  will 
fometimes  create  a  confufion,  and 
columnar  gives  the  idea  of  teres  moft 
precifelv  ;  for  when  applied  to  a 
lfem,  or  any  of  its  fubdivifions,  it 
fignifies,  not  a  rylindric,  but  a  ta¬ 
pering  form,  like  the  (haft  of  a 
column.  The  fecond  of  thefe 
terms  may  be  rendered,  fignificantly 
enough,  embracing  or Jlevi  duffing* 

“  Thefe  and  other  exceptions, 
which  will  readily  prefent  themfeves 
to  any  one  who  confiders  the  fub- 
jedf,  being  admitted  ;  the  advantage 
of  the  fcience  will  be  moft  effectual-  | 
ly  confulted  by  retaining  the  Lin- 
nean  terms,  whenever  there  is  no  i 
cogent  reafon  to  the  contrary.  It  is  j 
frequently  even  dangerous  to  fubfti-  j 
tute  equivalent  terms;  or  at  leaf!  it  ! 
requires  the  u  moft  caution,  if  we 
would  avoid  confufion.  Thus, ! if  j 
we  tranflate  the  two  Ldnnean  terms 
deciditus  and  caducus  by  the  farrie 
Englifh  word  falling ,  two  diftin$ 
ideas  are  confounded  *  :  would  it 
not  therefore  be  better  to  ufe  the 
two  Latin  terms,  with  an  Englifli 
termination,  decidue?/j  and  caduc^z/i  l 
t'lumofus  is  rendered  feathery  ;  and 
pinnatus,  feathered :  but  is  not  this 
confounding  ideas  totally  diftind  ? 
and  are  not  therefore-  the  terms 
rather  plumofc ,  arid  pin.-  i 
nated  or  rather  pinnate ,  to  be  prc-l 
ferred  }  Dichotmus  may  be  tranflatecl 


lanced  gum  and  fa-wed  wood,  lie  will 
no*  readily  apply  the  former  to  the  plumous  or 
fhape  of  a  Ian  e’s  head  ;  or  the  lat¬ 
ter  to  the  filar p  notching  round  the 


0  *  Caducus  fignifies  a  more  quick  or  fuel  den  falling  off  than  dedduus.  The  calyx  of  th< 
PUPPY  dropping  before  the  corolla  is  unfoded,  is  fa  id  to  he  caducus .  In  h'crhris,  an< 
jnany  plants  of  the  clafs  d'etradyuamia,  it  falls  off ,  but  not  till  after  the  coralla  is  ex 
padded  ;  the  calyx  (u  this  cafe  is  Paid  to  be  dechlpus"* 

forked 
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forked :  but  this  Englifh  term  im¬ 
plying  no  more  than  one  divifion 
into  two  parts,  does  by  no  means 
full v  express  the  idea  of  a  ftem  con¬ 
tinually  and  regularly  dividing  in 
pairs  from  the  bottom  to  the  top. 
Surely  then  dichotomous  f  is  prefer¬ 
able  to  forked . 

n  But  where  fhall  we  find  Englifh 
words  to  exprefs  all  the  variations 
of  pubtfcence,  which  Linnaeus  has 
deferiminated  with  fo  much  nice¬ 
ty  t  ?  Some  of  them  indeed  may 
very  well  admit  of  truncation  *  ; 
but  many  will  not.  For  inftance, 
if  we  render  fcaber  by  the  Englifh 
Vaord  rough,  how  fhall  we  diftinguifh 
it  from  after,  which  has  the  fame 
Signification  ?  We  are  therefore  re¬ 
duced  to  the  necelVity  of  rendering 
efper,  rough  ;  and  of  retaining 
mod  of  the  other  Latin  terms  with 
Englifh  terminations,  as  fcabrous , 
kirjnte ,  hifpid ,  &c.  unlefs  we  would 
wantonly  load  the  feitnee  of  botany, 
and  our  Englifh  tongue,  with  terms 
newly  invented  or  applitd,  which 
are  not  either  more  figniftcant,  or 
more  eafy  to  be  under  flood,  than 
thofe  which,  we  are  already  in  pof- 
iellion  ot. 

“  As  to  the  fecond  general  prim 
ciple,  namely,  that  the  terminations 
and  plurals  of  our  words,  together 
with  their  compounds  and  deriva¬ 
tives,  (hould  be  adapted  to  the  h.ruc- 
ture  and  genius  of  the  Engliih  lan¬ 
guage  ;  it  will  not  perhaps  by  ma¬ 


ny  be  thought  of  equal  importance 
with  the  firiL  There  is  perhaps  no 
language  that  is  more  irregular 
than  ours,  or  that  admits  of  more' 
licence  in  many  refpefts. 

“  This  however  is  noreafon  why, 
in  the  formation  of  new  terms,  we' 
fhouki  not  follow  fuch  fundamental 
rules  as  we  have,  avoid  irregularities 
as  much  as  polhble,  and  add  no 
frefh  barbariffns  to  thofe  which  al¬ 
ready  difgrace  us.  The  well  known 
Horatian  rule  jj  muff  be  our  con- 
ftant  guide  in  the  formation  of  our 
terminations  and  plurals  ;  and  ana*> 
logy  m  11ft  be  attended  to  in  the  ftruc* 
tore  of  our  compounds  and  deriva¬ 
tives.  Thus  mil  ary  may  be  ufed  for 
■nectar turn ,  pijtil  for  pijiillum,  Jlyle  for 
Jtylus, pericarp  for pericarpium, rccept a^ 
cle  for  rccept  aculum,capfu!e  {or  capful  a, 
glume  for  gluma ,  culm  for  culnius,  &Q 
Some  of  thefe  words  as  ne Barium y 
and  pericarpium ,  are  become  fo  fa* 
miliar  to  learned  botanifts,  that  they 
will  perhaps  hardly  be  perfuaded  to 
giveup  the  Latin  termination.  The 
final  in  a  may  be  admitted  more 
readily  ;  and  corolla  having ufe  on  its 
fide?  will  doubtlefs  be  preferred  by 
many  to  corol,  which  has  not  fo  me? 
lodious  a  found.  Naruralifts  talk 
familiarly  of  a  butterfly’s  antenna  ; 
and  cupola ,  which  in  the  laft  century 
was  confidered  as  a  ftranger,  is  iit 
this  admitted  to  be  a  denizen.  I 
mud  obferve,  however,  that  by 
changing  the  hnai  a  into  c,  fome 


“  f  If  the  jus  et  norma  loquendi  would  permit,  I  fhould  be  for  rendering  all  Latin  adjec¬ 
tives  ending  in  us,  by  the  Englifh  termination  ous  :  and  all  filch  as  end  ill  <fus,  by  tne 
termination  ofe." 

“  |  As  feabriliesy  lana ,  lanugo,  villus,  f omentum,  pili,fetce,  fi>;gdj,  hami,JUmuli ,  acutely  furex, 
fpinee,  & c.  and  the  adjectives  derived  from  thefe  and  others ;  as  lanatus,  Uhufnofus, .  vil- 
lofns ,  tomentofus,  pile f us,  fetaceus ,  jingo  Jus ,  h.imatus ,  uculcaius,  jure  at  us,  fpinofus,  J caba ,  Irtus, 

birf  tits ,  hifpidus ,  exafperatus,  & C.”  _  . 

“  *  As  tuna  wool,  pin  hairs,  fetce  briftles,  harm  hooks,  fimuli  ftiligs,^  aculci  pncklesj/'^^ 
thorns:  lanatus  may  be  rendered  wooly,  pilofus  hairy,  fetaceus  on  dry,  bamaius^  hookeo, 

acute  at  us  prickly,  fpinofus  thorny.'”  ,  r  ,,, 

a  <j  If  fo,  in  order  to  prelerve  the  analogy,  exafperatus  n\ay  DG  trailuiltcd  rougl^n^- 
“  |j  Et  nova  fuCtaque  nuper  habebunt  verba  lidem,  ft 
Cmco  fontc  cadant,  parcu  detorta.’'i»-^  r 

G  4.  -cox 
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confufton  will  be  avoided,  which 
arifes  from  not  diftinguifhing  the 
Latin  feminine  fingnlar  from  the 
neuter  plural  ;  and  by  uft ngjltpule. 
for  jt ip ui u ,  we  fhall  no  longer  hear 
cf  a  leaf- {talk  or  petiole  having 
two  Jiipula, 

“  But  whatever  allowance  may 
be  made  in  lingular  terminations, 
the  plurals  muft  certainly,  follow  the 
analogy  of  theEnglifh  tongue  ;  and 
if  we  tolerate  corolla  and  anther  a , 
neeiarium  and  p  \-ecarpiuni,  we  cannot 
poifibly  allow  of  •  corolla ?  and  an¬ 
ther  m,  xe&.ana  and  pericarpia  ;  but 
we  muftufe  either  corollas  or  corols , 
anther  as  or  ambers,  nediar  turns  or 
nedtames,  pericarpiums  or  pericarps. , 
according  as  we  prefer ve  the  original 
term  entire,  or  anglicize  it. 

,  “  AH  derivatives  and  compounds 
ought  .to  follow  .the  analogy  of  the 
original  words  from  which  they  are 
derived,  or  of  which  they  are  com¬ 
pounded.  Thus  from;  core/  we  re- 
gulaily  form  coipl'&n  as  from  cro-uen , 
eor&net. ■ :  if  we  -adopt  the  terms 
prickle  and  thorn,  wc  muft  life  the 
adjectives  prickly  and  1 thorny ,  not 
aculeate  and  f pine  ft  '  from  glume  we 
form  glum  ye  \  from  ament,  amenta¬ 
ceous  ;■  from  anew,  (burned  and  acutn- 
lefs  ;  from  axil  or  ax.  da,  axillary’, 
from  pinna y  pinnate,  hip  innate,  8c c. 
from  calyx  are  formed  calycle ,  caly.~ 
c!ed,.c  oily  cl  net,  from petal,  am  her,  berry \ 
we  make  the  compound  ymc ■tetal- 
edy  amp) cix bearing,  beny shearing ,  not 


hacciferous ;  from  cell ,  t<vu excelled  ; 
from  leaf,  tnvo-leamea  ;  from  feed, 

tnjoofeeded. 

“  Without,  however,  entering 
too  much  into  the  minutenefles  of  1 
this  fir  jeeft,  fuffice  it  to  remark, 
that  when  we  admit  terms  of  grt  or  I 
fcience  to  participate  in  the  rights 
of  citizens,  they  fhould  put  on  our  j 
garb,  and  adopt  our  manners.  If 
this  rule  had  always  been  obferved, 
our  language  would  not  have  been 
deformed  with  innumerable  harba- 
rifms,  which  learned  and  unlearned 
ignorance  have  joined  to  introduce 
among  us  ;  and  which  nothing  but 
the  conftant  habit  of  fpeaking  or 
hearing  them,  can  ever  reconcile  to 
our  ears 

“  It  would  be  eafy  to  add  many 
more  obfervations,  but  it  is  not  my 
de-fign  to  exhauft  the  fubjett.  I 
have  addreffed  thefe  curfory  re¬ 
marks  to  you,  fir,  as  being  at  the 
head  of  a  fociety,  one  of  whofe 
principal  views  is  to  promote  Eng - 
Jifh  botany  ;  in  hopes  that  fome 
member  of  the  fociety,  who  has 
more  leifure  than  myfeft,  may  turn 
his  thoughts  to  the  fubjeft-,  and 
handle  it  fo  fully,  that  all  of  us  who 
are  engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit, 
may  fpeak  the  fame  language. 

1  am, 

Wifi  min  per,  Oft.  Sir,  &C. 

5>  1789. 

Tko.  Martyn. 


v  *  Such  are  per  cert,  per- annum  fer-pou’  tl.  and  perpofl  ;  ipfo-fafto,  minutiae,  data,  errata, 
in  iricuo,  vce  vet /a,  plus  at  minus ,  vis  inertia,  in  equilibria,  jet-dk run,  aqua  fortis,  aqua  vita, 
ignis 'pniuus,  eater  's  paribus  \  equivoque,  cr  tique,  j.  -  ne-fcai-quoi,  fcavoir-vivrt,  outre,  etcetera, 
et  cet-ra,  et  cetera  .—-It  fhould  feem  that  the  mercart  le  world,  the  learned  world,  and  the 
fafhioriable  wor  d,  had  formed  a  co-  fpiracy  to  debafe  our  flerling  Englifh  by  ill-made 
terms,  affedtediy  introduced  without  the  kali  necefiity.” 
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iKETCH  of  the  CHARACTER  of  MICHAEL  ANGELO,  as  a 

Pa  inter. 

From  Sir  Jofliua  Reynold’s  Difcourfe,  delivered  to  the  Students  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  on  the  Diftribution  of  t:ve  Prizes,  Dec.' 10,  1790.] 


THE  fudden  maturity  to 
which  Michael  ^nyelo 
rought  our  art,  and  the  com  pa- 
ative  feeblenefs  of  his  followers 
nd  imitators  might  perhaps  be 
eafonablv,  at  leaf!:  plaufibly  ex- 
lained,  if  we  had  time  for  fuch  an 
lamination.  At  prefimt  I  ftiall 
nly  obferve,  that  the  fubordinate 
arts  of  our  art,  and  perhaos  of 
:her  arts,  expand  themfelves  by  a 
ow  and  prog  eflive  growih,  but 
Lofe  which  depend  on  a  native  vi- 
)ur  of  imagination  generally  burft 
irth  at  once  in  fullnefs  of  beauty, 
f  this  Homer  probably,  and 
lakfpear,  more  affiiredly  are  fignal 
samples.  Michael  Angelo  pofTef- 
dthe  poetical  part  to  a  moft  emi- 
;nt  degree  ;  and  the  fame  daring 
irit,  which  urged  him  firft  to  ex- 
ore  the  unknown  regions  of  the 
lagination,  delighted  with  the 
>velty,  and  animated  by  the  fuc- 
fs  of  his  difeo ,  eries,  could  not  have 
iied  to  ftimulate  and  impel  him 
rvvard  in  his  career  beyond  thofe 
nits  which  his  followers,  deflitute 
the  fame  incentives,  had  not 
ength  to  pafs. 

“  To  diftinguifh  between  cor- 
hnefs  of  drawing,  and  that  part 
lich  refpedts  the  imagination,  we 
ay  fay  the  one  approaches  to  the 
echanical  (which  in  its  way  too 
ly  make  juft  pretenfions  to  genius) 
d  the  other  to  the  poetical.  To 
courage  a  folid  and  vigorous  courfe 
ftudy,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fug- 
that  perhaps  a  confidence  in  the 
-chanic  produces  boldnefs  in  the 
ptic.  He  that  is  fare  of  the  good- 
&  of  his  fnip  and  tackle -puts  out 


fearlefly  from  the  fhore  ;  and  he 
who  knows,  that  his  hand  can  exe¬ 
cute  whatever  his  fancy  can  fuggeft, 
fpo’  ts  with  more  freedom  in  embo¬ 
dying  the  vifionary  forms  of  his 
own  creation.  I  will  not  fay  Mi¬ 
chael  Angelo  was  eminently  poeti¬ 
cal,  only  becauft  he  was  greatlyme- 
chanicai  ;  but  I  am  fure  that  me¬ 
chanic'  excellence  invigorated  and 
emboldened  Li,  mind  to  carry  paint¬ 
ing  into  the  regions  of  poetry,  and 
to  emulate  that  art  in  its  moft  ad- 
ventrous  flights. 

‘  Michael  Angelo  equally  pof- 
feaed  both  qualifications.  Yet  of 
the  former  there  were  certainly 
great  examples  to  be  found  in  an¬ 
cient  fculpture,  and  particularly  in 
the  fragment  known  by  the  name  of 
the  i  orfo  of  Michael  Angelo  ;  but 
of  ‘■hat  grandeur  of  character,  air, 
and  attitude,  which  he  threw  into 
all  his  figures,  and  which  fo.  well 
correfponds  with  the  grandeur  of 
his  outline,  there  was  no  example  ; 
they  could  therefore  proceed  only 
from  the  moft  poetical  and  fublime 
imagination. 

“  it  is  impoflible  not  to  exprefs 
fome  furprife,  that  the  race  of  paint¬ 
ers  who  preceded  Michael  Angelo, 
men  of  acknowledged  great  abilities, 
fhould  never  have  thought  of  tranf- 
ferring  a  little  of  that  grandeur  of 
outline  which  they  could  not  but  fee 
and  admire  in  ancient  fculpture,  in¬ 
to  their  own  works  ;  but  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  considered  fculpture  as 
the  later  fchools  of  artifts  look  at  the 
inventions  of  Michael  Angelo,  as 
fomething  to  be  admired,  but  with 
which  they  have  nothing  to  do. 

Quod 


[to6]  CHARACTER  of  MICHAEL  ANGELO. 

'Quod  fupcr  nosy  nihil  ad  nos. — The  “  Many  fee  his  daring  extrava* 
aftifts  of  that  age,  even  Raphael  gance,  who  can  fee  nothing  elfe.  A 
himfelf,  feemeito  be  going  on  very  young  artiff  finds  the  works  of  Mi- 
contentedly  in  the  dry  manner  of  chael  Angelo  fo  totally  different 
Pietro  Rerugmo,  and  if  Michael  from  thofe  of  his  own  maffer,  or  of 
Angelo  had  never  appeared,  the  thofe  with  whom  he  is  furrounded, 
art  might  flill  have  continued  in  the  that  he  may  be  enfilv  pei  fuaded  to 


fame  {file. 

“  The  fublime  in  painting,  as  in 
poetry,  fo  overpowers,  and  takes 
inch  a  pofleflion  of  the  whole  mind, 
that  no  room  is  left  for  attention  to 
minute  eriticifm.  The  litt  le  elegan¬ 
cies  of  art  in  the  prefence  of  thefe 
great  ideas  thus  greatly  exprefied, 
k>fe  all  their  value,  and  are  for  the 
inftant  at  leaff,  frit  to  be  unworthy 
of  our  notice.  The  correct  judg¬ 
ment,  the  purity  of  talfe,  which 
charadterife  Raphael  ;  the  exquifite 
«race  of  Corregio  and  Parmegiano, 
all  difappear  before  them. 

That  Michael  Angelo  was  ca¬ 
pricious  in  his  inventions,  cannot 
be  denied  ;  and  this  may  make  fome 
circumfpeftion  neceifary  in  ftudying 
his  works;  for  though  they  appear 
to  become  h  im,  an  imitation  of  them 
is  always  dangerous,  and  will  prove 
fometimes  ridiculous.  u  In  that 
u  dread  circle  none  durft  tread  but 
he.’*  To  me,  I  confefs,  his  ca¬ 
price  does  not  lower  the  effimation 
pf  his  genius,  even  though  it  is 
fometimes,  I  acknowledge,  carried 
to  the  extreme  ;  and  however  thofe 
eccentric  excui lions  are  confidcred, 
we  nluit  at  the  fame  time  recollect* 
that  thofe  faults,  if  they  are  faults, 
are  fuch  as  never  could  occitr  to  a 
mean  and  vulgar  mind;  that  they 
flowed  from  the  fame  fource  which 
produced  his  greatelf  beauties,  and 
were  therefore  fuch  as  none  buthim- 
f&if  was  capable  of  committing; 
they  were  the  powerful  impulses  of 
a  mind  unufed  to  fubjedtion  of  any 
kind,  arid  too  high  to  be  coiitrolecl 
fey  cold  eriticifm. 


abandon  and  negleft  Undying  a  {file, 
which  appears  to  him  wild,  mvfte- 
rious,  and  above  his  comprehenfinn, 
and  which  he  therefore  feels  no  dif- 
pofition  to  admire  ;  a  good  difpofi- 
tion,  which  he  concludes  that  he 
fliould  naturally  have,  if  the  Rile 
delerved  it.  It  is  neceffary  there¬ 
fore  that  ftudents  fhouldbe  prepared 
for  the  difappointment  which  they 
may  experience  at  their  firft:  fetting 
out ;  and  they  muff  be  cautioned, 
that  probably  they  will  not,  at  firft 
fight,  approve. 

“  It  muff  be  remembered,  that 
as- this  great  ftile  itfeif  is  artificial  in 
the  higheff  degree,  it  prefuppofesin 
the  Spectator,  a  cultivated  and  pre¬ 
pared  artificial  Rate  of  mind.  It  k 
an  abfurditv  therefore  tofuppofe  wct 
are  born  with  this  tafle,  though  we 
are  with  the  feeds  of  it,  wnich  b) 
the  heat  and  kindly  influence  of  hi: 
genius,  may  be  ripened  in  us. 

u  A  late  philofopher  and  critic 
has  obferved,  fpeakingof  taffe,  tha 
we  are  on  no  account  to  expett  that  Jim 
things  Jhould  dejeendto  ns , — our  tafle 
if  poftible,  muff  be  made  to  aficeiu 
to  them.  The  fame  learned  write 
recommends  to  us  e-ven  to  feign  < 
relijh ,  till  we  Jind  a  re.hjh  come ;  tin, 
feel ,  that  what  began  rn  fusion*  ter 
minates  in  reality,*"  \f  there  be  ill 
our  art,  any  thing  of  that  agreemen 
or  compact,  fuch  as  I  appreben 
there  is  in  mu  fie,  with  which  th 
critic  is  neceftarily  required  previ 
ouflv  to  be  acquainted,  in  order  r| 
form  a  correct  judgment  ;  the  con’ 
parifon  with  this  art  will  illuftratl 
what  i  have  laid  on  thefe  point! 
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id  tend  to  fliew  the  probability,  we  abftrufe  investigation  of  its  princi- 
ay  %  the  certainty,  that  men  are  pies,  to  convince  them  of  the  great 
ot  born  with  a  relifh  for  thofe  arts  latent  truths  on  which  it  is  founded. 

1  their  mod  refined  Bate,  which  as  We  are  ronftrained,  in  thefe  later 
tey  cannot  underftand,  they  cannot  davs,  to  have  recourfe  to  a  fort  of 
e  imprefled  with  their  effeas.  This  grammar  and  diainnarv,  as  the  only 
reat  Bile  of  Michael  Angelo  is  as  far  means  of  recovering 'a  dead  lan- 
emoved  from  the  Bmple  reprefenta-  guage.  It  was  by  them  learnt  by 
ion  °1  the  common  objects  of  nature,  rote,  and  perhaps  better  learnt  that 
s  the  moB  refined  Italian  mufic  is,  way  than  by  precept, 
rom -he  inartificial  notes  of  nature,  ^  The  uile  of  Michael  Angelo, 
rom  whence  they  both  profefs  to  which  I  have  compared  to  Engage’ 
►riginate.  But  without  fuch  a  fup-  and  which  mav,  poetically  fpeakingl 
K>fed  compa6t,  we  may  be  very  con-  be  called  the  language  of  the  Gods’ 
ident  that  the  higheB  Bate  of  refine-  now  no  longer  exifls,  as  it  did  in 
nent  in  either  of  thofe  arts  will  not  the  fifteenth  century,  yet  with  the 
)e  1 1 liflied  without  a  long  and  in-  aid  of  diligence,  we  nlav  in  a  preat 
luBiious  attention.  meafure  fupply  the  deficiency  which 

“  In  purfuing  tins  great  art,  it  I  mentioned,  of  not  having  his 
ItTiuft  be  acknowledged  that  we  la-  works fo  perpetually  before  our  eves  j 
hour  undei  gieatei  difnculties  than  by  having  recourfe  to  caBs  from  I11& 
thofe  who  were  born  in  the  age  of  models  and  defigns  in  fculpture;  to. 
hs  difeo very,  and  . whofe  minds  from  drawings  or  even  copies  of-  thofe 
theii  infancy  wei  e  habituated  to  this  drawings;  to  prints,  which  however 
Bile,  who  leai  nt  it  as  language,  as  ill  executed,  Bill  convev  fonlething 
theii  mothei  tongue.  They  had  no  by  which  this  taBe  may  be  formed  $ 
mean  taBe  to  unlearn  ;  they  needed  and  a  rdiBi  may  he  fixed  and  eflab- 
tioperfuafive  difeourfe  to  ajlure  them  ] i filed  in  our  minds  for  this  grand 
to  a  favourable  reception  of  it,  no  Bile  of  invention.” 


OBSERVATIONS  on  CLUMPS  and  PAR  K  SCENERY,  relative  chiefly 

to  PIC  lURESQUE  BEAUTY. 

[From  the  firB  Volume  of  Remarks  on  ForeB  Scenery  and  other  Wood¬ 
land  Views,  &c,  By  William  Gilpin,  A.  M.] 

“  W  HAT  Rlimber  of  trees  though  it  may  confiB  of  fome  hum. 

.  7  V.  .  make  a  ciumf,  no  rules  of  dreds.— But  though  the  term  admits 
art  prefcri.be.  The  term  has  rather  not  of  ex  aft  definition,  I  {hail  en* 
a  relative  meaning.— In  feenes,,  deavour  by  amplifications,  to  make 
pro ughf  near  the  .eye,  we  call  three  the  ideas  contained  under  it  3$ 
or  four  trees  a  clump.  But  in  diBincf  as  I  can. 
diBant  and  extenfive  fceneiy,  we  “  We  diftinguifli  then  two  kinds 
ft-ruple  not  to  ufe  the  term  for  any  of  clumps  ;  the  /mailer,  and  the 
fmailer  detached  part  of  a  wood,  larger  1  confining  the  former  chiefly 
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to  the  foreground ;  and  conhdering 
the  latter  as  the  ornament  of  a  dij- 
tance. 

“  With  regard  to  the  /mailer 
clump ,  the  chief  beauty  we  expeft 
here,  arifcs  from  contra pi  in  the  parts, . 
We  have  feen  that  in  Jingle  trees , 
each  mu  ft  have  it’s  charadteriftic 
beauty.  It  has  nothing  elfe  to  de¬ 
pend  bn.  But  in  combination ,  the 
beauty  of  the  individual  is  not  re¬ 
quired  ;  the  whole  clump  together 
muft  produce  the  effect. 

44  To  enumerate  all  the,  fources 
of  beautiful  contraft,  which  con¬ 
tribute  to  produce  this  etfedl,  might 
be  difficult.  I  fnall  curforily  fuggeft 
a  few. 

“  In. the  firft  place  the  relative 
fituation  of  trees,  with  regard  to 
each  other ,  fhould  be  confidered. 
Three  trees,  or  more,  Handing  in  a 
line,  are  formal.  In  the  natural 
wood,  you  rarely  fee  this  formality. 
— And  yet  even  three  trees  in  a  line 
will  be  greatly  alfifted  by  the  lines  of 
the  feveral  trunks  taking  different 
directions  ;  and  by  the  various  forms, 
diftanc.es,  and  growth  of  the  trees. 

“  If  three  trees  do ' not  ftand  in  a 
line,  they  muft  of  com  fe  ftand  in  a 
triangle  ;  which  produces  a  great 
variety  of  pieafing  forms. 

“  If  a  fourth  tree  be  added,  it 
Rands  beautifully  near  the  middle  of 
the  triangle,  of  whatever  form  the 
triangle,  may  be.  If  it  be  equilate¬ 
ral,  and  the  tree  placed  exadjy  in 
the  middle,  there  are  three  points,  as  , 
you  walk  round  the  triangle;  from 
which  it  will  appear  offenfiyely  regu¬ 
lar.— Remarks  hoWever  of  this  kind 
EffeCl  only  young  trees,  while  their 

'ftems  are  tall,  and  fi'mila-r.  As  they 

'  ...  ,  « 

inefeafe,  their  different  modes  of 
growth — the  (welling  of  their  roots 
—  the  habits  they  contract  from  wind 
— -their  ramification— their  lateral 
branches,  and  other  accidental  cif- 
cumftances-introduce  endlefs  varieties 


among  them  ;  and  blot  out  many  of 
thofe  little  formalities,  which  attend 
their  youth ;  though,  after  all,  the 
art  fetal  clump  will  rarely  attain 
the  beauty  of  the  natw  at  one. 

J  _  . 

“  If  the  clump  confift  of  ftill  more 
trees  than  four,  a  greater  variety 
among  the  ftems  will  of  courfe  take 
place — double  triangles,  irregular! 
quincunxes,  and  other  pleating; 
ftiapes,  which  may  be  feen  exem¬ 
plified  in  every  wood  of  natural 
growth. 

“  The  branches  alfo  are  as  much 
a  fource  of  contraft,  as  the  ftem. 
To  be  pi&urefque  they  muft  inter¬ 
mingle  with  each  other  without 
heavinefs  they  muft  hang  loofely, 
but  yet  with  varied  Loojeruj:  on  every 
fiLie — and  if  there  be  one  fuperior 
apex,  there  may  be  two  or  three 
others,  that  are  fubordinate,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fize  of  the  clump. 

“  Different  kinds  of  trees  alfo,  in  , 
the  fame  clump,  occafion  often  a 
beautiful  contraft.  There  are  few 
trees,  which  will  not  harmonize  with  , 
trees  of  a  different  kind  :  though 
perhaps  the  moft  fimple,  and  beau? 
tiful  contrafts  arife  from  the  various 
modes  of  growth  in  the  fame  fpecies. 
We  often  fee  two  or  three  oaks  in¬ 
termingle  their  branches  together  in 
a  very  pieafing  manner.  When  the 
beech  is  full  grown,  it  is  generally, 
(in  a  luxuriant  foil  at  It  aft,)  fo 
heavy,  that  it  rarely  blends  happily 
, either  with  it’  own  kind,  or  with 
any  other.  The  filver-fir  too,  we 
have  obferved,'  is  ‘"a  very  unaccom-  1 
modating  tree.  -  So  . alfo  are  other  | 
firs  ;  indeed  all  that  taper  to  a  point. 
Not  fo  the  pine-race.  They  are 
clump-headed  ;  and  unite  well  iti 
compoation.  With  thefe  alio  the 
Scotch-fir  leagues ;  from  lbtle  knots 
of  which  we  often  fee  beautiful  con¬ 
trafts  arife.  When  they  are  young,  j 
and  luxuriant,  efpecially  if  any  mini-  | 
ber  of  them  above  four,  or  five;  are  J 

planted 
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danted  together,  they  generally 
orm  a  heavy  murky  fpot  :•  but  as 
hey  acquire  age,  this  heavinefs  goes 
)ff,  the  inner  branches  decay,  the 
mtward  branches  hang  loofely,  and 
legligently  ;  and  the  ,  whole  has 
>ften  a  good  effect  ;  unlefs  thev 
iave  been  planted  too  clofely.  I  am 
ather  doubtful,  how  far  deciduous 
rees  mix  well  in  a  clump  with  ever¬ 
greens  :  and  yet  we  fometimes  fee  a 
tatural  good  effed  of  light,  and 
hade,  from  the  darknefs  of  the  hr 
ontrafting  agreeably  with  the 
prightly  green  of  a  deciduous  tree, 
uft  coming  into  leaf.  In  this  how- 
ver  I  am  clear,  that  if  they  are 
nixed,  they  ought  not  to  be  planted, 
s  they  often  are,  alternately,  but 
ach  kind  together. 

“  Contrafts  again  arife  from  the 
fixture  of  trees  of  unequal  growth 
-from  a  young  tree  united  with  an 
Id  one  —  a  hunted  tree,  with  a  luxu- 
iant  one — and  fometimes  from  two 
r  three  trees,  which  in  themfelves ' 
re  ill  fhaped,  but  when  combined, 
re  pleafing.  Inequalities  of  all 
ufe  kinds  are  what  chiefly  give 
ature’s  planting  a  fuperiority  over 
it. 

“  The  form  of  the  foliage  is  ano- 
ler  fource  of  contraft.  In  one 
art,  where  the  branches  inter¬ 
mingle,  the  foliage  will  be  inter¬ 
woven  and  clofe ;  in  another,  where 
He  boughs  of  each  tree  hang  fepa- 
ately,  the  appearance  will  be  light 
nd  eafv. 

J 

“  But  whatever  beauty  thefe  con- 
'ails  exhibit,  the  effect  is  totally  loft, 
nlefs  the  clutnp  be  well-balanced* 
'his  is  as  necetTary  in  a  combina- 
:on  of  trees ,  as  in  &  Jingle  tree .  The 
lump  is  confidered  as  one  objed  ; 
nd  the  fupport  of  the  whole  muft 
eprnd  on  the  feveral  trunks,  and 
ading  branches,  of  which  it  is  com- 
ofed.  We  do  not  exped  the  mi- 
utise  of  fcale  and  weight  ;  if  no 


fide  preponderate,  fo  as  to  hurt  the 
eye,  it  is  enough.  Uniefs  however 
the  clump  have  fuffered  fome  exter¬ 
nal  injury,  it  is  feldom  deficient  in 
point  of  balance.  Nature  always 
conduds  the  Hems  and  branches  in 
filch  eafy  forms,  wherever  there  is 
an  opening;  and  fills  up  all  with  fo 
much  nice  contrivanc  ,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  with  fo  much  pbfturefque 
irregularity ;  that  we  rarely  wifti  for 
an  amendment  in  her  works.  So 
true  indeed  this  is,  that  nothing  is  fo 
dangerous  as  to  take  away  a  tree 
from  a  dump.  You  will  infallibly 
deftrov  the  balance,  which  can  never 
be  reftored. 

“  Thus  far  we  have  confidered  a 
clump ,  as  a  Jingle  independent  objed  — 
as  the  objed  of  a  foreground — con¬ 
fiding  of  fuch  a  confined  number  of 
trees,  as  the  eve  can  fairlv  include  at 
once.  And  when  trees  ftrike  our 
fancy,  either  in  the  wild  feenes  of 
nature  ;  or  in  the  improvements  of 
art,  they  will  ever  be  found  in  com¬ 
binations  fimilar  to  thefe. 

“  When  the  clump  grows  larger, it 
becomes  qualified  only  as  a  remote 
object — combining  with  vail  woods; 
and  forming  a  part  of  fome  exten- 
five  feene,  either  as  a  firft,  as  a  fe~ 
cond,  ora  third  diftance. 

“  The  great  life  of  the  larger 
clump  is  to  lighten  the  heavinefs  of 
a  continued  dijlant  wood  ;  and  con¬ 
ned  it  gently  with  the  plain  :  that 
the  tranfition  may  not  be  too  ab¬ 
rupt.  All  we  wiflied  to  find  in  a 
clump  of  this  kind,  is  proportion > 
and  general  form. 

il  With  refped  to  proportion ,  the 
detached  clump  muft  not  incroach 
too  much  on  the  diginity  of  the 
wood,  it  aids  ;  but  muft  obferve  a 
proper  fubordination.  A  large  trad 
of  country  covered  with  wood,  will 
admit  feveral  of  thefe  auxiliary 
clumps  of  different  dimenfinns.  But 
if  the  wood  be  of  a  fmaller  fize,  the 

clumps 

>  •  ) 
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clumps  alfo  mu  ft  be  fmaller,  and 
fewer. 

“  With  regard  to  the  general 
form  of  the  larger  clump,  we  ob- 
ferved  that  in  a  Jingle  tree,  we  ex¬ 
pelled  elegance  in  the  parts.  In 
the  fmaller  dumps  this  idea  was  re* 
linquifhed,  and  in  it’s  room  we  ex¬ 
pected  a  general  contraji  in  trunks, 
branches,  and  foliage.  But  as  the 
clump  becomes  larger,  and  recedes  in 
the  landfcape,  all  thefe  pleating  con¬ 
trails  are  loft,  and  we  are  fatisfled 
with  a  general  form .  No  regular 
form  is  pleafmg.  A  clump  on  the 
tide  of  a  hill,  or  in  any  fttuation, 
where  the  eye  can  more  eafiiy  in¬ 
vert  i  gate  it’s  ftiape,  muft  be  circum- 
fcribed  by  an  irregular  line  ;  in 
which  it  is  required  that  undulations 
both  at  the  bafe,  and  fummit  of  the 
clump  ftiould  be  ftrongly  marked  $ 
as  the  eye  probably  has  a  difti 
view  of  both.  But  if  it  be  feen  only 
on  the  top  of  a  hill,  or  along  the 
diftant  horizon,  (as  in  thefe  fitua- 
tions  the  bafe  is  commonly  loll  in  the 
varieties  of  the  ground)  a  little  va¬ 
riation  in  the  line,  which  forms  the 
fummit,  lo  as  to  break  any  difagree- 
able  regularity  there,  will  be  l'utfi- 
cient. 

“  As  a  large  trad  of  wood  re¬ 
quires  a  ftw  large  chimps  to  conned 
it  gently  with  the  plain ;  fo  thefe 
large  clumps  themfelves  require  the 
fame  fervice  from  a  rtngle  tree,  or  a 
few  trees,  according  to  their  fize. 

“  Thefe  obfervations  refped 
chiefly  the  vaft  fcenes  of  nature, 
which  are  but  little  under  the  con- 
troul  of  art.  While  they  allift:  us 
however  in  judging  of  the  natural 
fcene,  they  are  in  many  refpeds  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  embellifhed one.  To 
the  painters  ufe,  they  are  moil  adapt¬ 
ed  ;  whofe  bufinefs  is  to  introduce 
his  trees  in  the  happieft  manner  ; 

.  whether  he  fpread  them  over  his 
canvas  in  vaft  woods ;  oi  bieak 


them  into  J, mailer ,  or  larger  combinA - 

lions. 

“  From  clumps  we  naturally  pro¬ 
ceed  to  park-frenery ,  which  is f gent: 
rally  com po fed  of  combinations  cj 
clumps ,  interfperfed  with  lawns.  Ii 
is  feldom  compofed  of  any  large  dh 
ftrid  of  wood  ;  which  is  the  chst- 
raderiftic  of  foreft-fcenery. 

“  The  parte,  which  is  a  fpeciesoil 
landfcape  little  known,  except  ini 
England,  is  one  of  the  nobleft  ap 
pendages  of  a  great  houfe.  No! 
thing  gives  a  manfion  fo  much  dig 
nity  as  thefe  home  demeifns  :  noil 
contributes  more  to  mark  it’s  confe-: 
quence.  A  great  houfe,  in  a  courfl 
of  years,  naturally  acquires  fpacJ 
around  it.  A  noble  park  therefonj 
is  the  natural  appendage  of  an  an 
cient  manrton. 

“To  the  fize,  and  grandeur  o 
the  houfe,  the  park  fhould  be  pro¬ 
portioned.  Blenbeim-cajUe  with  if; 
paddock  around  it  ;  or  a  fmall  villa 
in  the  middle  of  Woodftock-park 
would  be  equally  out  of  place. 

“  The  houfe  rtiould  ftand  near!;* 
in  the  centre  of  the  park ;  that  is 
it  fhould  have  ample  room  about  i 
on  every  fide.  Petworth-houfe,  on 
of  the  grandeft  piles  in  England 
lofes  much  of  i  t>s  grandeur  from  be 
ing  placed  at  the  extremity  of  th 
park,  where  it  is  elbowed  by 
church-yard. 

“  The  exact  fpot  depends  intirel 
on  the  ground.  There  are  gran 
fituations  of  various  kinds.  In  ge 
nerd,  houfes  are  built  firrt:  ;  an 
parks  are  added  afterwards,  by  th 
occafional  removal  of  inclofure: 
A  great  houfe  ftands  moft  nobly  0 
an  elevated  knoll,  from  whence 
may  overlook  the  diftant  country 
while  the  woods  of  the  park  Ikree 
the  regularity  of  the  intervenir 
cultivation.  Or  it  ftands  well  on  t! 
fide  of  a  valley,  which  winds  alon 
it’s  front  ;  and  is  adorned  wit 
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wood,  or  a  natural  dream  hiding, 
and  difcovering  itfelf  among  the 
clumps  at  the  bottom  of  the  vale. 
Or  it  Bands  with  dignity,  as  Long- 
leaf  does,  in  the  centre  of  demeil'ns, 
which  {helve  gently  down  to  it  on 
every  fide. — Even  on  a  dead  flat  1 
have  feen  a  houfe  draw  beauties 
around  it.  At  the  feat  of  the  late 
Mr.  Bilfon  Legge,  vnow  lord  Sta- 
wei’s)  in  the  middle  of  Holt-fored, 
a  lawn  unvaried  by  a  Angle  fwell, 
is  yet  varied  with  clumps  of  diffe¬ 
rent  forms,  receding  behind  each 
other,  in  fo  pleaflng  a  manner,  as 
to  make  an  agreeable  fcenes 

“  By  thefe  obfervations  I  mean 
only  to  (hew,  that  in  whatever  part 
®f  a  park  a  houfe  may  have  been 
originally  placed,  it  can  hardly  have 
been  placed  fo  awkwardly,  but  that, 
in  fome  way  or  other,  "the  fcenerv 
may  he  happily  adapted  to  it.  There 
are  fome  fituations  indeed  fo  very 
untoward,  that  fcarce  any  remedy 
can  be  applied:  as  when  the  front 
of  a  houfe  immediately  urges  on  a 
riling  ground.  But  fuch  awkward 
fituations  are  rare  ;  and  in  general, 
j  the  variety  of  landfcape  is  fuch,  that 
it  may  almod  always  be  brought  in 
one  form  or  other,  to  ferve  thepur- 
pofes  of  beauty.  The  many  im¬ 
provements  of  the  ingenious  Mr. 
Brown,  in  various  parts  of  England, 
bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  thefe 
obfervations. —The  beautv  however 
of  park-fcenerv  is  undoubtedly  bed 
difplayed  on  a  varied  furface  -  where 
the  ground  fwells,  and  falls— where 
hanging  lawns,  {kreened  with  wood, 
are  connected  with  vallies  -and 
where  one  part  is  continually  play¬ 
ing  in  coat  rad  with  another. 

“  As  the  park  is  an  appendage  of 
the  houfe,  it  follows,  that  it  diould 
participate  of  it’s  neatnefs,  and  ele¬ 
gance.  Nature,  in  all  her  great 
Walks  of  landfcape,  obferves  this  ac¬ 
commodating  rule.  Bhe  feldoai 


pafles  abruptly  from  one  mode  of 
fcenerv  to  another;  but  generally 
connects  different  fpecies  of  land¬ 
fcape  by  fome  third  fpecies,  which, 
participates  of  both.  A  mountain¬ 
ous  country  rarely  finks  immediately 
into  a  level  one  ;  the  fwellings  and 
heavings  of  the  earth,  grow  gradu¬ 
ally  lefs.  Thus  as  the  houfe  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  country  through  the 
medium  of  the  park;  the  park 
diould  partake  of  the  neatnefs  of 
the  one,  and  of  the  wildnefs  of  the 
other. 

“  As  the  park  is  a  fcene  either 
planted  by  art,  or,  if  naturally 
woody,  artificially  improved,  we  ex¬ 
pert  a  beauty,  and  con  trad  in  it’s 
clumps,  which  we  do  not  look  for  in 
the  wild  fcenes  of  nature.  We  ex¬ 
pert  to  fee  it’s  lawns,  and  their  ap¬ 
pendages,  contraded  with  each  other, 
in  fliape,  fize,  and  difpofition  ;  from 
which  a  variety  of  artificial  fcenes 
will  arife.  We  expert  that  when 
trees  are  left  danding  as  individuals , 
they  diould  be  the  mod  beautiful  of 
thek*  kind,  elegant  and  well-balan¬ 
ced.  We  expert,  that  all  offenfive 
trumpery,  and  all  the  rough  luxuri¬ 
ance  of  undergrowth,  diould  be  re¬ 
moved  ;  lulled  where  it  is  neceffary 
to  thicken,  or  connect  a  fcene  ;  or 
hide  fome  daring  boundary.  In 
the  wild  Irenes  of  nature  we  have 
grander  exhibitions,  but  greater  de¬ 
formities,  than  are  generally  met 
with  in  the  works  of  art.  As  we 
feldom  meet  with  thefe  fublime  paf- 
fages  in  improved  landfcape;  it 
would  be  unpardonable  if  anything 
difguding  diould  appear. 

“  In  the  park -Irene  we  will)  for 
no  expenfive  ornament,  TempJes, 
,Chinefe-bridges,  obeli  Iks,  and  all 
the  laboured  works  of  ait,  fugged 
inharmonious  ideas.  If  a  bridge  be 
neceffary,  let  it  be  elegant! v  plain. 
If  a  deer-fhed,  or  a  keeper  s  lodge 
be  required;  let  tbefadiion  4  each 
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be  as  Ample,  as  it’s  ufe.  Let  no 
thing  appear  with  oftentation,  or 
parade. — Within  reftritftions  how¬ 
ever  of  this  kind  we  mean  not  to 
include  piles  of  fuperior  grandeur. 
Such  a  palace  as  Blenheim-caftle  dif- 
tributes  it’s  greatnefs  far  and  wide. 
There,  if  the  bridge  be  immenfe, 
or  the  obelifk  fuperb,  it  is  only  what 
we  naturally  expert.  It  is  the  chain 
of  ideas  properly  carried  on,  and 
gradually  loJL  My  remarks  regard 
only  fuch  houfes,  as  may  be  rich 
indeed,  and  elegant ;  but  have  no¬ 
thing  in  them  of  a  Juperior  magnifi¬ 
cence. 

“  One  ornament  of  this  kind,  I 
fhould  be  inclined  to  allow  ;  and  that 
is  a  handfome  gate  at  the  entrance  of 
the  park  :  but  it  fhould  be  propor¬ 
tioned  in  richnefs,  and  elegance  to 
the  houfe  ;  and  fhould  alfo  corref- 
pond  with  it  in  flile  It  fhould  raife 
the  firft  impreflion  of  what  you  are 
to  expert.  Warwick-caftle  requires 
a  mode  of  entrance  very  different 
from  lord  Scarfdale’s  at  Kettleftone; 
and  Burleigh  houfe,  very  different 
from  both.  The  park-gate  of  Sion- 
houfe  is  certainly  elegant  ;  but  it 
raifes  the  idea  of  a  ftile  of  architec¬ 
ture,  which  you  mu  ft  drop,  when 
you  arrive  at  the  houfe. 

u  The  road  alfo  through  the  park 
fhould  bear  the  fame  proportion.  It 
fhould  be  fpacious,  or  moderate, 
like  the  houfe  it  approaches.  Let  it 
wind ;  but  let  it  not  take  any  devia¬ 
tion,  which  is  not  well  accounted 
for.  To  have  the  convenience  of 
winding  along  a  valley,  or  palling  a 
commodious  bridge,  or  avoiding  a 
wood,  of  a  piece  of  water,  any  tra¬ 
veller  would  naturally  wifti  to  de¬ 
viate  a  little;  and  obftacles  of  this 
kind,  if  neceffary,  muft  be  inter- 
pofed.  Mr.  Brown  was  often  very 
happy  in  creating  thefe  artificial  ob- 
flruciions. 

“  From  every  part  of  the  ap¬ 


proach,  and  from  the  ridings,  and 
favourite  walks  about  the  park,  let 
all  the  boundaries  be  fecreted.  A 
view  of  paling,  though  in  fome  cafes  it 
may  be  picfturefque,  is  in  general 
difgufting.  j 

“  If  there  be  a  natural  river,  of 
a  real  ruin  in  the  fcene,  it  may  he  a 
happy  circumftance  :  let  the  beft  ufe 
be  made  of  it :  bnt  I  fhould  be  cau¬ 
tious  in  advifing  the  creation  of  ei¬ 
ther.  At  lea  ft  I  have  rarelv  feen  ei~ 

✓ 

ther  ruins,  or  rivers  well  manufac¬ 
tured.  Mr.  Biown,  I  think,  has 
failed  more  in  river-making  than  in 
any  of  his  attempts.  An  artificial 
lake  has  fometimes  a  good  effe£t; 
but  neither  propriety,  nor  beauty 
can  arife  from  it,  unlefs  the  heads 
and  extremities  of  it  are  perfectly  . 
well  managed,  and  concealed  :  and 
after  all,  the  fuccefs  is  hazardous. 
You  may  always  fuppofe  it  a  por¬ 
tion  of  a  larger  piece  of  water; 
and  it  is  not  eafy  to  carry  on  the  im-  i 
pofition.  If  the  houfe  be  magnifi¬ 
cent,  it  feldom  receives  much  benefit 
from  an  artificial  production  of  this  , 
kind.  Grandeur  is  rarely  produ¬ 
ced. 

- - - Seldom  art 

Can  emulate  that  magnitude  fublime, 
Which  fpreads  the  native  lake ;  and 
failing  there, 

Her  works  betray  their  character,  and 
name ;  .  / 

And  dwindle  into  pools - — —  j 

“  The  mod  natural  i  nhabitants  of  j 
parks  are  fallow  deer;  and  very 
beautiful  they  are ;  but  flocks  of 
fbeep,  and  herds  of  cattle  are  more 
ufeful;  and,  in  my  opinion,  more 
beautiful.  Sheep  particularly  are 
very  ornamental  in  a  park.  Their 
colour  is  juft  that  dingv  hue,  which 
contrails  with  the  verdure  of  the 
ground ;  and  the  flakinefs  of  their  I 
wool  is  rich,  and  pidfurefque.I  fhould 
wifti  them  however  to  wear  their  na¬ 
tural  J 
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lVal  livery;  and  not  to  be  patched 
'irh  lettus,  and  daubed  over  with 
rd-ochie.  To  fee  the  fide  of  a  hill 
iread  with  groups  of  fheep  -  or  to 
e  them  through  openings  among 
ie  boles  bf  trees*  at  a  little,  diftance, 
ith  a  gleam  of  light  falling  upon 
lem,  is  very  pichuefque. 

“  As  the  garden,  or  pleafure- 
• ound ,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  ap- 
roaches  nearer  to  the  houfe,  than 
ie  park,  it  takes  of  courfe  a  higher 
flifli.  Here  the  lav/ns  are  fliorn, 
Head  of  being  grazed.  The 
mghnefs  of  the  road  is  changed 
to  an  elegant  gravel  walk  j  and 
lots  of  flowers,  and  flowering 
.rubs,  are  introduced,  yet  blended 
ith  clumps  of  foreft-tree:,  which 
'nnedt  it  with  the  park.  Single 
ees  alfo  take  their  flation  here  with 
-eat  propiiety.  The  fpreading 
ik,  or  elm,  are  no  difgrace  to  the 


mod  ornamented  fcene.  It  is  the 
property  of  thefe  noble  plants  to 
harmonize  with  every  fpecies  of 
landfcape.  They  equally  become 
the  foreft,  and  the  lawn :  only  here 
they  fliotild  be  beautiful  in  their 
kind;  and  luxuriant  in  their 
growth.  Neither  the  fcathed,  nor 
the  unbalanced  oak  would  fuit  a  po« 
liflied  fituation. 

“  Here  too,  if  the  fituation  fuits 
it,  the  elegant  temple  may  find  a 
place.  But  it  is  an  expen  five,  a  ha¬ 
zardous,  and  often  a  ufelefs  decora¬ 
tion.  If  more  than  one  however  be 
introduced  in  the  fame  view,  they 
croud  the  fcene,  unlefs  it  be  very 
extenfive.  More  than  two  fhould  in 
no  cafe  be  admitted.  In  the  m oft 
polifhed  landfcape,  unlefs  nature, 
and  fimplicity  lead  the  way,  the 
whole  will  be  deformed.” 


If.  ,  ‘V.  •  .f  ’  .  H  „  ,  r  .... 

1-91  ti  PHILO* 

S ,  1 


[  Il4  ] 


-  '  :  "  1  >  \ 

PHILOSOPHICAL  ,P  A  PE  RS. 


Dr.  HERSCHEL’S  OBSERVATIONS  on  NEBULOUS  STARS,  pro- 

perly  fo  called.  ■ 

1  j  1 

[From  the  Eighty-fird  Volume  of  the  Phiiofophical  TranfafHons.] 


44  T  N  one  of  my  late  examinations 
1  of  a  fpace  in  the  heavens, 
which  1  had  not  reviewed  before,  I 
difcovered  a  liar  of  about  the  8th 
magnitude,  furrounded  with  a  faint¬ 
ly  luminous  atmofphere,  of  a  con- 
liderable  extent.  The  phenome¬ 
non  was  fo  hr  iking,  that  I  could  not 
help  reflecting  upon  the  circumdan- 
ces  that  attended  it,  which  appeared 
to  me  to  be  of  a  very  indru&'ive  na¬ 
ture,  and  fuch  as  may  lead  to  in¬ 
ferences  which  will  throw  a  confider- 
able  light  on  fome  points  relating 
to  the  conftru&ion  of  the  heavens. 

‘l  Cloudy  or  nebulous  ftars  have 
been  mentioned  by  feveral  aftrono- 
mers  ;  but  this  name  ought  not  to 
be  applied  to  the  obje&s  which  they 
have  pointed  out  as  fuch  ;  for,  on 
examination,  they  proved  to  be 
either  mere  clufters  of  ftars,  plainly 
to  be  diftinguidied  with  my  large 
infiruments,  or  fuch  nebulous  ap¬ 
pearances  as  might  be  reafonably 
fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  flars  at  a  vaft  diftance. 
The  milky  way  itfelf,  as  I  have 
ihewn  in  fome  former  papers,  con- 


lids  intirely  of  ftars,  rind  by  im 
perceptible  degrees  1 1  have  been  le<j 
on  from  the  mod:  evident  congerie, 
of  ftars,  to  other  groups  in  whicl 
the  lucid  points  were  fmaller,  bn 
dill  very  plainly  to  be  feen  ;  arx, 
from  them  to  fuch  wherein  the 
could  but  barely  be  fufpeCted,  till 
arrived  at  lad  to  fpots  in  which  n 
trace  of  a  dar  was  to  be  difcernec 
But  then  the  gradations  to  thefe  lat 
ter  were  by  fuch  well-connefte 
deps  as  left  no  room  for  doubt,  bi 
that  all  thefe  phaenomena  wei 
equally  occafioned  by  dars,  varioullj 
difperfed  in  the  immenfe  expanfe  (j 
the  univerfe. 

“  When  I  purfued  thefe  refearcl 
es,  I  was  in  the  fituation  of  a  nat:i 
ral  philofopher  who  follows  the  v« 
rious  [pecies  of  animals  and  infee | 
from  the  height  of  their  perfedicl 
down  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  life': 
when,  arriving  at  the  vegetabl 
kingdom,  he  can  fcarcely  point  oi 
to  us  the  precife  boundary  whe 
the  animal  ceafes  and  the  plant  b 
gins  ;  and  may  even  go  fo  far  as 
fufpeCt  them  not  to  be  efiential 
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different.  But  recollecting  himfelf, 
he  compares,  for  inRance,  one  of 
the  human  fpecies  to  a  tree,  and  all 
doubt  on  the  fubjeCt  vaniflies  before 
him.  In  the  fame  manner  vve  pafs 
through  gentle  Reps  from  a  coarfe 
clutter  of  Ears,  fuch  as  the  Pleiades, 
the  Praefepe,  the  milky  way,  the 
clufier  in  the  Crab,  the  nebuli  in 
Hercules,  that  near  the  preceding 
hip  of  Bootes,  the  17th,  38th,  41ft 
of  the  7th  clafs  of  my  catalogues, 
the  icth,  20th,  3'  th  of  the  6th  clafs, 
the  3 2d,  48th,  213th  of  the  iff,  the 
1 2th,  150th,  756th  of  the  2d,  and 
the  1 8th,  140th,  725th,  cf  the  2d, 
without  any  hefitation,  till  we  find 
ourfelves  brought  to  an  objeCt  fuch 
as  the  nebula  in  Orion,  where  wre 
are  Rill  inclined  to  remain  in  the 
once  adopted  idea,  of  Ears  exceed¬ 
ingly  remote,  and  inconceivably 
crowded,  as  being  the  occaEon  of 
that  remarkable  appearance.  It 
feems,  therefore,  to  require  a  more 
diEimilar  objeCt  to  fet  us  right 
again.  A  glance  like  that  of  the  na- 
turaliR,  who  caEs  his  eye  from  the 
perfeCt  a'nimal  to  tl^e  perfeCt  vege¬ 
table,  is  wanting  to  remove  the 
veil  from  the  mind  of  the  aEronomer. 
The  objeCt  I  have  mentioned  above, 
is  the  phaenomenon  that  was  want¬ 
ing  for  this  purpofe.  View,  for 
inRance,  the  19th  cluRer  of  my  6th 
clafs,  and  afterwards  caR  your  eye  on 
this  cloudy  Ear,  and  the  refult  will 
be  no  lefs  decs  live  than  that  of  the 
naturaliR  we  have  alluded  to.  Our 
judgment,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
will  be  that  the  nebulofity  about  the 
Ear  is  not  of  a  Earry  nature. 

“  But,  that  we  may  not  be  too 
precipitate  in  thefe  new  decifions, 
Jet  us  enter  more  at  large  into  the 
Various  grounds  which  induced  us 
to  furmife,  that  every  vifible  objeCt, 
in  the  extended  and  diRant  heavens, 
was  of  the  Earry  kind,  and  collate 
them  with  thofe  which  now  offer 


themfelves  for  the  contrary  opini¬ 
on. 

“  It  has  been  obferved,  on  a  for¬ 
mer  occafion,  that  nil  the  fmaller 
parts  of  other  great  fyRems,  fuch  as 
the  planes,  theirrings  and  fateliites, 
the  comets,  and  fuch  other  bodies  of 
the  like  nature  as  mav  belong  to 
them,  can  never  be  perceived  by  us, 
on  account  of  the  faintnefs  of  light 
reflected  from  fmall,  opaque  objeCts  ; 
in  my  prefent  remarks,  therefore, 
all  thefe  are  to  be  entirely  fet  aEde. 

“  A  well -connected  ferifs  of  ob¬ 
jects,  fuch  as  we  have  mentioned 
above,  has  led  us  to  infer,  that  all 
nebulas  confifl  of  Ears.  This 
being  admitted,  we  were  authorifed 
to  extend  our  analogical  -way  of 
reafoning  a  little  farther.  Many  of 
the  nebula?  had  no  other  appearance 
than  that  whitifli  cloudinels,  on  the 
blue  ground  upon  which  they  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  projected,  and  why  the 
fame  caufe  Ihould  not  he  afligned  to 
explain  the  mofl  extenflve  nebulo- 
fities,  as  well  as  thofe  that  amounted 
only  to  a  few  minutes  of  a  degree 
in  Eze,  did  not  appear.  It  could 
not  be  inconfident  to  call  up  a  telef- 
copic  milky  way,  at  an  immenfe 
diEance,  to  account  for  fuch  pheno¬ 
mena  ;  and  if  any  part  of  the  nebu¬ 
lofity  feemed  detached  from  the  reft, 
or  contained  a  vifible  Ear  or  two,  the 
probability  of  feeing  a  few  near 
Ears,  apparently  fcattered  over  the 
far  diflant  regions  of  myriads  of 
fidereai  collections,  rendered  nebu¬ 
lous  by  their  diEance,  would  alfo 
clear  up  thefe  fingularitieSi 

“  In  order  to  be  more  eafily  un- 
derEood  in  my  remarks  on  the  com¬ 
parative  difpoiition  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  I.  fliall  ^mention  feme  of 
the  particulars  which  introduced  the 
ideas  of  connection  and  disjunction  : 
for  thefe,  being  properly  founded 
upon  an  examination  of  objects  that 
may  be  reviewed  at  any  time,  will 
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be  of  confiderable  importance  to  the 
validity  of  what  we  may  advance 
with  regard  to  my  lately  difcovered 
nebulous  Ears. 

44  On  ] line  the  27th,  1786,  l  faw 
a  beautiful  cl  offer  of  very  fmall 
Ears  of  various  ftaes,  about  i^'in 
diameter,  and  very  rich  of  Ears. 
On  viewing  this  object,  it  is  iropof- 
fible  to  withhold  our  affent  to  the 
idea  which  occurs,  that  thefe  Ears 
are  connected  fo  far  one  with  ano¬ 
ther,  a3  to  be  gathered  together 
within  a  certain  fpace,  of  little  ex¬ 
tent,  when  compared  to  the  vaft 
expanfe  of  the  heavens.  As  this 
phenomenon  has  been  repeatedly 
keen  in  a  thoufand  Cafes,  I  may  juftly 
Jay  great  ftrefs  on  the  idea  of  fuch 
Ears  beino;  connected. 

44  In  the  year  1779,  the  9th  of 
September,  I  difcovered  a  very  fmall 
Ear  near  z  Boot  is.  The  quedion 
here  occurring,  whether  it  had  any 
connexion  with  £  or  not,  was  de¬ 
termined  in  the  negative';  for  con- 
fidering  the  number  of  Ears  fcatter- 
ed  in  a  variety  of  places,  it  is  far 
from  being  uncommon,  that  a  Ear 
at  a  great  diEance  fliould  happen  to 
be  nearly  in  a  line  drawn  from  the 
fun  through  s,  and  thus  conditute 
the  obferved  double  Ear. 

44  The  7th  of  September,  1-82, 
when  1  firit  faw  the  planetary  nebu¬ 
la  near  v  Aquarii,  I  pronounced  it  to 
be  a  fyftem  whole  parts  were  con¬ 
nected  together.  Without  entering 
into  anv  kind  of  calculation,  it  is 
evident,  that  a  certain  equal  degree 
of  light  within  a  very  fmall  fpace, 
joined  to  the  particular  fhape  this 
object  prefen ts  to  us,  which  is  nearly 
round,  and  even  in  its  deviation 
confident  with  regularity,  jbeing  a 
little  elliptical,  ought  naturally  to 
give  us  the  idea  of  a  conjunction  in 
the  things  that  produce  it.  And  a 
confiderable  addition  to  this  argu¬ 
ment  may  be  derived  from  a  repeti¬ 


tion  of  the  fame  phenomenon,  in 
nine  or  ten  more  of  a  Emil  at*  con- 
EruCtion. 

«  When  I  examined  the  -cl lifter 
Of  Ears,  foftowingvthe  head  of  the 
great  dog,  I  found  on  the  loth  of 
March,  >  786,  that  there  was  within  , 
this  cluEer  a  round,  refolvable  ne¬ 
bula,  of  about  two  minutes  in  dia¬ 
meter,  and  nearly  of  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  of  light  throughout.  Here;' 
conEdering  that  the  cluEer  was  free.  j 
from  nebuloEty  in  other  parts,  and  j 

that  many  fuch  cinders,  as  well  as  1 
✓ 

many  fuch  nebula',  exid  in  divers 
parts  of  the  heavens,  it  appeared  to 
me  very  probable,  that  the  nebula 
was  unconnected  with  the  cluEer  j 
and  that  a  Emil-ar  reafon  would  as 
eafily  account  for  this  appearance  as 
it  had  refolded  the  phenomenon  of 
the  double  Ear  near  z  Bootis;  that  is 
a  cafual  fituation  of  our  fun  and 
the  two  other  objeCts  nearly  in  a  line. 
And  though  it  may  be  rather  more 
remarkable,  that  this  fiioukl  happen 
with  two  compound  fydems,  which, 
are  not  by  far  fo  numerous  as  Engle 
Ears,  we  bave,/to  make  up  for  this? 
Angularity,  a  much  larger  fpace  in 
which  it  may  take  place,  the  cluEer 
being  of  a  very  conEderable  extent. 

44  On  the  1 5th  of  February, 
1786,  I  difcovered  that  one  of  my 
planetary  nebulas,  had  a  fpot  in  the 
centre,  which  was  more  luminous 
than>  the  red,  and  with  long  atten¬ 
tion,  a  very  bright,  round,  well  de¬ 
fined  centre  became  vifible.  I  re¬ 
mained  not  a  Engle  moment  in 
doubt,  but  that  the  bright  centre 
was  connected  with-  the  red  of  the 
apparent  difk. 

“  In  the  year  1785,  the  6th  of 
OCfober,  I  found  a  very  bright, 
round  nebula,  of  about  i~  minute 
in  diameter.  It  has  a  large,  bright 
nucleus  in  the  middle,  which  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  connected  with  the  luminr 
ous  parts  about  it.  And  though  we 


I 
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nift  confefs,  that  if  this  phsenome- 
on,  and  many  more  of  the  fame 
ature,  recorded  in  my  catalogues  of 
ebulae,  confift  of  cluttering  ftjirs, 
e  find  ourfelve..  involved  in  fome 
ifficulty  to  account  for  the  extraor- 
inarv  condenfation  of  them  about 
ie  centre  ;  yet  the  idea  of  a  con  - 
sdion  between  the  outward  parts 
id  thefe  very  condenfed  ones  with- 
1  is  by  no  means  leflened  on  that 
:count. 

“  There  is  a  telefcopic  milkv 

av,  which  I  have  traced  out  in  the 
* 

iavens  in  many  fweeps  made  from 
teyear  178^1-0  1789.  it  takes  up 
fpace  of  more  than  60  Square  de- 
*ees  of  the  heavens,  and  there  are 
loufands  af  ftars  fc.attered  o  et  it : 
nong  others,  four  that  form  a  tra- 
?zium,  aad  are  fituated  in  the  well 
town  nebula  of  Orion,  which  is 
eluded  in  the  above  extent.  All 
efe  Ears,  as  well  as  the  four  I  have 
lentioned,  I  take  to  be  entirely  un- 
InneCted  with  the  nebulofity  which 
ivolves  them  in  appearance, 
jrnong  them  is  alfo  d  Orionis,  a 
pudy  Ear,  improperly  fo  called  by 
inner  aftronomer-s  $  but  it  does  not 
em  to  be  connected  with  the  milki- 
;fs  any  more  than  the  reft. 

14  I  come  now  to  fome  other  phae- 
imena,  that,  from  their  fingulari- 
,  merit  undoubtedly  a  very  full 
feuflion.  Among  the  reafons 
hich  induced  us  to  embrace  the 
anion,  that  all  very  faint  milky 
dmlofity  ought  to  be  aferibed  to  an 
lemblage  of  ftars  is,  that  we  could 
it  eafily  afiign  any  other  caufe  of 
fficient  importance  for  filch  lumin- 
is  appearances,  to  reach  us  at  the 
fimenfe  diftanre  we  muft  fuppofe 
irfelves  to  be  from  them.  But  if 
1  argument  of  confiderable  force 
oukt  now  be  brought  forward,  to 
e\v  the  exiftence  of  a  luminous 
latter,  in  a  ftate  of  modific^tipa 


very  different  from  the  conftruCtion 
of  a  fun  or  ftar,  all  objections, 
drawn  from  our  incapacity  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  new  phenomena  upon 
old  principles,  will  lofe  their  vali¬ 
dity.  * 

“  Hitherto  I  have  been  fliewing,. 
by  various  inftances  in  objeCts  whole 
places  are  given,  in  what  manner  we 
may  form  the  ideas  of  connection 
and  its  contrary  by  an  attentive  in- 
fpeCtion  of  them  only  :  I  will  now 
relate  a  feries  of  obfervations,  with 
remarks  upon  them  as  they  are  de¬ 
livered,  from  which  I  fhall  afterwards 
draw  a  few  fimple  conclufions,  that 
feem  to  be  of  confiderable  import¬ 
ance. 

“  To  diftinguifii  the  obfervations 
from  the  remarks,  the  former  are 
given  in  italics,  and  the  date  annex¬ 
ed  is  that  on  which  the  objects  were 
difeovered  ;  but  the  deferiptions 
are  extracted  from  all  the  obferva¬ 
tions  that  have  been  made  upon 
them. 

44  October  16,  1784.  A  far  of 

about  the  eqth  magnitude  fur  rounded 
by  a  milky  ncbuloftv ,  or  cbevclurc , 
of  about  3  minutes  in  diameter .  The 
nebulofty  is  very  faint,  and  a  little 
ext/ended  or  elliptic  af  the  extent  be- 
mg  not  fur  from  the  meridian ,  or  a 
little  from  north  preceding  to  fouth 
fol(o-vino\  '7  he  chevclure  involves 

v  O 

a  fmail  far,  vJhich  is  about  !  \  mi¬ 
nute  north  of  the  cloudy  far:  other 
fars  of  equal  magnitude  are  perfeclly 
free  from  this  appearance. 

“  My  prefen t  judgment  concern¬ 
ing  this  remarkable  objed  is,  that 
the  nebulofity  belongs  to  the  ftar 
which  is  fituated  in  its  center.  The 
fmail  one,  on  the  contrary,  which  is 
mentioned  as  involved,  being  one  of 
many  that  are  profufely  fcattered 
over  this  rich  neighbourhood,  I 
fuppofe  to  be  quite  unconnected 
with  this  phtpnQirie non.  A  circle  pf 
H  3  three 
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three  minutes  in  diameter  is  fufli- 
ciently  large  to  admit  another  fmall 
Ear,  without  any  bias  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  I  form  concerning  the  one  in 
queftion. 

44  It  mu  ft  appear  lingular,  that 
fuch  an  objeCt  Ihould  not  have  im¬ 
mediately  fuggefted  all  the  remarks 
contained  in  this  paper  ;  but  about 
things  that  appear  new  we  ought 
not  to  form  opinions  too  haftily, 
and  my  obfervations  on  the  con- 
ftruCtion  of  the  heavens  were  then 
but  entered  upon.  In  this  cafe, 
therefore,  it  was  the  fafeft  way  to  lay 
down  a  rule  not  to  realon  upon  the 
phenomena  that  might  offer  them- 
felves,  till  I  fhould  be  in  pofleflion 
of  a  fufficient  ftock  of  materials  to 
guide  my  refe arches. 

44  October  16,  1784.  A  J mall 
fi ar  of  about  the.  11  th  or  \ztb  mag - 
: nitude ,  very  faintly  afeklcd  with 
milky  nelndofty  ;  other  far s  of 
the  fame  magnitude  are  fefeclly  free 
from  this  appearance .  Another  ob¬ 
fervation  mentions  5  or  6  fmall 
Jiars  within  the  fpace  of  3  or  4', 
all  very  faintly  cfetled  in  the  fame 
; mannner ,  and  the  nehulofty  fuf - 
j tedled  to  he  a  little fronger  about  each 
far .  But  a  third  obfervation  ra¬ 
ther  opppfes  this  increafe  of  the 
faintly  luminous  appearance. 

44  Here  the  connection  between 
the  fears  and  the  nebuloiity  is  not  lo 
evident  as  to  amount  to  conviction  ; 
for  which  reafon  we  fliall  pafs  on 
to  the  next. 

44  January  the  6th,  1783.  A 
fright  far  with  a  conf durable  milky 
chevelure  ;  a  little  extended ,  4  or  f 
in  length ,  and  near  4/  broad  ;  it  lofes 
itjelf  infenjibly .  Other  fars  of  equal 
magnitude  are  perfectly  free  from  this 
chevelure . 

44  The  connexion  between  the 
ftar  and  the  chevelure  cannot  be 
doubted,  from  the  infenftble  grada¬ 


tion  of  its  luminous  appearance,' 
decrealing  as  it  receded  from  the: 
center. 

4*  January  3T,  1785.  A  pretty I 
confiderable  far ,  with  a  very  fainil 
and  very  fmall ,  irregular ,  milky  ch  ve-\ 
fire  \  other  fars  of  the  famefze  aic 
perfectly  free  from  fuch  appearance . 

44  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  the 
connection  between  the  ftar  and  its 
chevelure. 

44  OCtober  5,  1785.  A  far  with  jj 
a  frong  bur  all  around,  A  fecondjj 
obfervation  calls  it  a  very  bright  nu- jj 
e'eus ,  with  a  milky  nehulofty ,  of  nal 
great  extent .  A  third  fufpeCts  thel 
milkinef  to  belong  to  more  of  the 
fame ,  which  is  difufed  over  the  whole 
/weep  in  that  place  ;  but  a  fourth 
fays,  that  the  milky  nehulofty  is  much 
fronger  than  what  the  nebulous 
ground ',  on  which  the  far  is  placedf 
intitles  it  to* 

44  The  connection-^ therefore,  be-l 
tween  the  nebuloiity  and  the  ftar  isl 
evident. 

44  January  l,  1786.  Afar  fur-' 
rounded  wit /a  milky  chevelure  j  thi I 
far  is  not  central .  A  fecond  obfer-jj 
ration  calls  it  affeCted  with  a  very! 
faint,  and  extenlive,  milky  chevelure | 
A  third  only  mentions  afar  affected 
with  milky  chevelure . 

44  As  by  the  word  chevelure  1 
always  denoted  fomething  relating 
to  a  center,  the  connection  cannot 
be  doubted. 

44  February  24,  1786,  A  conff 
derable  far,  very  faintly  a ff ceded  void 
milky  chevelure .  A  fecond  oblerva- 
tion,  much  the  fame. 

44  November  28,  1786.  A  feu 
involved  in  milky  chevelure . 

44  January  17,  1787.  A  fia> 
with  a  pretty  frong  milky  nehulofty , 
equally  difperfed  all  around  :  the  fas 
is  of  about  the  9 th  magnitude, 
memorandum  to  the  obfervatioi 
fays,  that,  having  but  juft  begun,  j 
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ffpebled  the  glafs  to  be  covered  with 
damp ,  or  the  eye  cut  of  order  :  but 
yet  a  far  of  the  loth  or  i  j  th  magni¬ 
tude,  jufl  north  of  it ,  was  free  from 
the  fame  appearance.  A  fecond  ob- 
fervation  calls  it  one  of  the  mofi  re¬ 
markable  phenomena  1  ever  have  fee n, 
and  like  ?ny  northern  planetary  nebula 
in  its  growing  fate . 

“  The  coniisdiion  between  the 
Ear  and  the  milky  nebuloftty  is 
without  all  doubt. 

“  November  3,  178 7.  A  bright 
far  with  faint  nebulofty.  A  fecond 
obfervation  mentions  the  far  to  be 
of  the  Q)ih  magnitude ,  and  the  faint 
nebulofty  of  very  little  extent. 

“  June  ii?  1787.  Sufpefted,  fel- 
lar.  By  a  fecond  oblervation  it  is 
verified,  and.  called  a  very  fmall  far 
involved  hi  extremely  faint  nebulc- 

fcy* 

“  November  23,  1788.  A  far 
of  about  the  <jth  magnitude,  fir  rounded 
with  very  faint  milky  nebulofty  ;  other 
Jlars  of  the  fame  fixe  are  perfectly  free 
from  that  appearance.  Lcfs  than  1 '  in 
diameter.  The  far  is  either  no>t  round 
or  double.  ■ 

44  March  23,  1789.  A  bright , 
confderably  well  defned  nucleus , 
with  a  very  faint ,  fmall ,  round  che- 
velure. 

44  The  connexion  admits  of  no 
doubt ;  but  the  objedt  is  not  perhaps 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  which  I 
call  cloudy  ftars. 

“  April  14,  1789.  A  confid ena¬ 
ble,  bright ,  round  nebula ;  having  a 
large  place  in  the  middle  of  nearly  an 
equal  brightnefs,  but  lefs  bright  to¬ 
wards  the  margin. 

44  This  feems  rather  to  approach 
to  the  planetary  fort. 

44  March  5,  1790.  A  pretty  con • 
fderable  far  of  the  qth  or  jo  th  mag¬ 
nitude ,  vifibly  ajfefled  with  very 
faint  nebulofty  of  little  extent,  all 
around.  A  power  of  300  Jbevjed  the 
nebulofty  of  greater  extent. 
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44  The  connexion  is  not  to  be 
doubted. 

44  March  19,  1790.  A  very  bright 
nucleus,  with  a  f  hi  all,  very  faint  che - 
velure,  exactly  round .  In  a  lew  fili¬ 
ation,  where  the  chevelure  could  hardly 
be  fen ,  this  object  would  put  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  ill- defned,  planetary 
nebula,  of  c,  8,  or  io" diameter. 

44  November  13,  1790.  A  mof 
fngidar  phenomenon  :  a  far  of 
about  the  Qth  magnitude,  with  a 
faint  luminous  atmofphere ,  of  a  cir¬ 
cular  form,  and  of  about  f  in  dia¬ 
meter.  The  far  is  perfectly  in  the 
center,  and  the  atmofphere  is  fo  diluted, 
faint,  and  equal  throughout,  that 
there  can  be  no  furmife  of  its  conff  - 
ing  of  fiars ;  nor  can  there  be  a  doubt 
of  the  evident  connection  between  the 
atmofphere  and  the  far.  Another 
far,  not  much  lefs  in  brightnefs,  and 
in  the  fame  feld  with  the  above,  was 
perfectly  free  from  any  Juch  appear¬ 
ance.  .  u 

44  This  laft  objedl  is  fo  decifive  in 
every  particular,  that  we  need  not 
hefitate  to  admit  it  as  a  pattern,  from 
which  we  are  authorized  to  draw 
the  following  important  confequen- 
ces. 

“  Suppofing  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  ftar  and  its  funounding 
ntbulofitv  to  be  allowed,  we  ar°ue, 
that  one  or  the  two  following  cafes 
muft  neceflarily.  be  admitted.  In 
the  firfbplace,  if  the  nebulofity  con- 
ftft  of  ftars  that  are  very  remote, 
which  appear  nebulous  on  account 
of  the  fmall  angles  their  mutual  dif- 
tances  lubtend  at  the  eye,  whereby 
they  will  not  only,  as  it  were,  run 
into  one  another,  but  alfo  appear 
extremely  faint  and  diluted  ;  then, 
what  muft  be  the  enormous  fize  of 
the  central  point,  which  outfhines 
all  the  reft  in  fo  fuperlative  a  degree 
as  to  admit  of  no  comparifon?  In 
the  next  place,  if  the  ftar  be  no 
bigger  than  common,  how  very 
H  4  fm ail 
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fmall  and  comprefled  mu  ft:  be  thofe 
other  luminous  points  that  are  the 
occafion  of  the  nebulofity  which  fur- 

j 

rounds  the  central  one  ?  As,  by  the 
former  fuppofirion,  the  luminous 
central  point  muft  far  exceed  the 
ftandard  of  what  we  call  a  liar,  fo, 
in  the  latter,  the  filming  matter 
about  the  center  will  be  much  too 
fmall  to  come  under  the  fame  deno¬ 
mination  ;  we  therefore  either  have 
a  central  body  which  is  not  a  ftar, 
or  have  a  liar  which  is  involved  in 
a  fhining  fluid,  of  a  nature  totally 
unknown  to  us. 

1  can  adopt  no  other  fentiment 
than  the  latter,  fince  the  probability 
is  certainly  not  for  the  exiftence  of 
fo  enormous  a  body  as  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  fliine  like  a  ftar  of  the  8th 
magnitude,  at  a  diftance  fufliciently 
great  to  caufe  a  vail  fyftem  of  liars 
to  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  very 
diluted,  milkv  neb  u  loft  tv. 

'  J  v  # 

“  But  what  a  field  of  novelty  is 
here  opened  to  our  conceptions';  a 
fhininp  fluid,  of  a  brightnefs  fufli- 
rient  to  reach  us  from  the  remote 
regions  of  a  ftar  of  the  8th,  qth, 
j c  th,  iith,  or  i  jft h  magnitude, 
and  of  an  extent  fo  conftderable  as 
to  take  up  3,  4,  5,  or  ft  minutes  in 
diameter !  can  we  compare  it  to  the 
corufcations  of  the  electrical  fluid  in 
the  aurora  borealis  r  or  to  the  more 
magnificent  cone  of  the  zodiacal 
light  as  we  lee  it  in  fnring  or  an- 
turn  nr  the  latter,  notwithftandmg  I 
have  obferved  it  to  reach  at  leaft  90 
degrees  from  the  fun,  is  yet  of  fo 
iittie  extent  and  brightnefs  as  pro¬ 
bably  not  to  be  perceived  even  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Saturn  or  the 
Georgian  planet,  and  muft  be  ut- 
ferly  inviflble  at  the  remotenefs  of 
the  in- are  ft  fixed  ftar. 

“  More  exteniive  views  mav  be 

j 

derived  from  this  proof  of  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  a  fhining  matter.  Per¬ 


haps  it  has  been  too  haftily  furmifed 
that  all  milky  nebulofity,  of  which 
there  is  fo  much  in  the  heavens,  is 
owing  to  ftarlight  only.  Thefe  ne- 
bulons  ftars  may  ferve  as  a  clue  to 
unravel  other  myfterious  pheno¬ 
mena.  If  the  fhining  fluid  that  fur- 
rounds  them  is  notfo  eflentially  con¬ 
nected  with  thefe  nebulous  ftars  but 
that  it  can  alfo  exift  without  them, 
which  feems  to  be  fufliciently  pro  • 
bable,  and  will  be  examined  here¬ 
after,  we  may  with  great  facility  ex¬ 
plain  that  very  extenfive,  telefcopie 
nebulofity,  which,  as  I  mentioned 
before,  is  expanded  over  more  than 
fixty  degrees  of  the  heavens,  about 
the  conftellation  of  Orion;  a  lumi¬ 
nous  matter  accounting  much  better 
for  it  than  cluftering  ftars  at  a  dif¬ 
tance.  In  this  cafe  we  may  alfo 
pretty  nearly  guefs  at  its  lit  nation, 4 
which  muft  commence  fomevvhere 
about  the  range  of  the  ftars  of  the 
7th  magnitude,  or  a  little  farther 
from  us,  and  extend  equally  in  fome 
places  perhaps  to  the  regions  of  thofe 
of  the  qth,  icth,  nth,  and  12th. 
The  foundation  for  this  furmife  is, 
that,  not  unlikely,  fome  of  the  ftars 
that  happen  to  be  fituated  in  a  more 
condenfed  part  of  it,  or  that  perhaps 
bv  their  own  attraCliow  draw  together 
fome  quantity  of  this  fluid  greater 
than  what  they  are  entitled  to  by 
their  fituation  in  it,  will,  of  courfe, 
aflame  the  appearance  of  cloudy 
ftars ;  and  many  of  thofe  I  have 
named  are  either  in  this  ftrgtum  of 
luminous  matter,  or  very  near  it. 

u  We  have  laid  above,  that  in 
nebulous  ftars  the  exiftence  of  the 
fhining  fluid  does  not  feem  to  be  fo 
eflentially  conneCIed  with  thecentral 
points  that  it  might  not  alfo  exift 
without  them.  For  this  opinion 
we  may  aflign  feveral  reafoni>.  One 
of  them  is  the  great  refemblance  be¬ 
tween  the  chevplure  of  thefe  ftaw 
•  '  *  ’  aqd 
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and  the  difFufed  extenfive  nebulofity 
mentioned  before,  which  renders  it 
highly  probable  that  they  are  of  the 
fame  nature.  Now,  if  this  be  ad 
mitted,  the  feparate  exigence  of  the 
luminous  matter,  or  its  independ¬ 
ence  on  a  central  Ear,  is  fully  proved. 
We  may  alfo  judge,  very  confi¬ 
dently,  that  the  light  of  this  Alining 
fluid  is  no  kind  of  reflection  from 
the  fiar  in  the  center  $  for,  as  we 
have  already  obferved,  reflected  light 
could  never  reach  us  at  the  great  dis¬ 
tance  we  are  from  fuch  objeds.  Be- 
fides,  how  impenetrable  would  be 
an  atmofphere  of  a  fufficient  denfity 
.0  refled  fo  great  a  quantity  of  light  ; 
md  yet  we  obferve,  that  the  out- 
yard  parts  of  thechevelure  are  nearly 
js  bright  as  thole  that  are  clofe  to 
he  Ear;  fo  that  this  fuppofed '  at- 
nofphere  ought  to  give  no  obEruc- 
ion  to  the  paflage  of  the  central 
ays.  If,  therefore,  this  matter  is 
elf-luminous,  it  feems  more  fit  to 
roduce  a  Ear  by  its  condenfation 
tan  to  depend  on  the  Ear  for  its  ex¬ 
fence. 

“  Many  other  difFufed  nebulofi- 
es,  befides  that  about  the  conEella- 
on  of  Orion,  have  been  obferved 
r  fufpeded  ;  but  feme  of  them  are 
robably  very  diftant,  and  iun  out 
r  into  fpace.  For  inEance,  about 
minutes  in  time  preceding  f  Cvgni, 
fufptd  as  much  of  it,  as  covers 
-ar  four  fquare  degrees;  and  much 
>011 1  the  fame  quantity  .14'  preced- 
g  the  1  2;  Tauri.  A  fpace  of  al- 
oE  S  fquare  degrees,  6"  preceding 
Triangnli,  feems  to  be  tinged 
th  milky  nebulofity.  Three  mi- 
ites  preceding  the  46  Eridani, 
ong,  milky  nebulofity  is  expanded 
er  more  than  two  fquare  degrees, 

■  preceding  the  13th  Canum  vena- 
orum,  and  again  48'  preceding 
2  fame  fiar,  1  found  the  field  of 
:w  affbde.d  with  vyhitifli  nebulosity 


throughout  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  fweep,  which  was  20  39'  ^ 
following  the  37  Cygni,  a  confide r- 
able  fpace  is  filled  with  faint,  milky 
nebulofity,  which  is  pretty  bright  1*4 
fome  places,  and  contains  the  :57th 
nebula  of  my  Vth  clafs,  in  the 
brighteE  part  of  it.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  44th  Pifcium,  very 
faint  nebulofity  appears  to  be  difFufed 
over  more  than  9  fquare  degrees  of 
the  heavens.  Now,  all  thefe  phe¬ 
nomena,  as  we  have  already  fien, 
will  admit  of  a  much  eafier  explana- 
luminous  fluid  than  by 
Ears  at  an  immenfe  diEance. 

“  The  nature  of  planetary  ne¬ 
bula?,  which  has  hitherto  been  in¬ 
volved  in  much  darknefs,  may  now 
be  explained  with  fome  degree  of 
fatisfadion,  fiuce  the  uniform  and 
very  confiderable  brightnefs  of  their 
apparent  difk  accords  remarkably 
well  with  a  much  condenfed,  lumi¬ 
nous  fluid  ;  whereas  to  fuppofe  them 
to  confiE  of  duEering  Ears  will  not 
io  completely  account  for  the  milki- 
nefs  or  foft  tint  of  their  light,  to 
produce  which  it  would  be  required 
that  the  condenfation  of  the*  Ears 
Eiould  be  carried  to  an  almoft  in¬ 
conceivable  degree  of  accumulation. 
rl  he  furmife  of  the  regeneration  of 
Ears,  by  means  of  planetary  ne¬ 
bula?,  expreEed  in  a  former  paper, 
will  be  come  more  probable,  as  all 
the  luminous  matter  contained  in 
one  of  them,  when  gathered  toge¬ 
ther  into  a  body  of  the  fize  of  a  Ear, 
would  h^ve  nearly  fuch  a  quantity 
of  light  as  we  find"  the  planetary  ne¬ 
bula?  to  give.  To  piove  this  expe¬ 
rimentally,  we  may  view  them  with 
a  telefcope  that  does  not  magnify 
fulficuntly  to  Eiew  their  extent,  bv 
which  means  we  fliall  gather  all  their 
light  together  into  a  point,  when 
they  will  be  found  to  aflume  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  (mail  Ea is;  that  is,  of 

Ears 


i. 
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Ears  at  the  diEance  of  thofe  which 
we  call  of  the  8th,  9th,  or  :cth 
magnitude.  Indeed  this  idea  is 
greatly  fupported  by  the  difcovery 
of  a  well  defined,  lucid  point,  re- 
fembling  a  Ear,  in  the  centre  of  one 
of  them ;  for  the  argument  which 
“has  been  ufed,  in  the  cafe  of  nebu¬ 
lous  Ears,  to  Eiew  the  probability  of 
the  exiflence  of  a  luminous  matter, 
which  reEed  upon  the  difparity  be¬ 
tween  a  bright  point  and  its  fur¬ 
rounding  finning  fluid,  may  here  be 
alledged  with  equal  juftice.  If  the 
point  be  a  generating  Ear,  the  fur¬ 
ther  accumulation  of  the  already 

* 

much  condenfed,  luminous  matter, 
may  complete  it  in  time. 

44  How  far  the  light  that  is  perpe¬ 
tually  emitted  from  millions  of  funs 

j 

mav  be  concerned  in  this  Alining 
fluid,  it  might  be  prefumptuous  to 
attempt  to  detetermine ;  but,  not- 
withftanding  the  unconceivable  fub- 
tilty  of  the  particles  of  light,  when 
the  number  of  the  emitting  bodies 
is  almoE  infinitely  great,  and  the 
time  of  the  continual  emiliion  inde¬ 
finitely  long,  the  quantity  of  emitted 
particles  may  well  become  adequate 
to  the  conEitution  of  a  fiiining  fluid, 
or  luminous  matter,  provided  a 
caufe  can  be  found  that  may  retain 
them  from  flying  off,  or  reunite 
them.  But  fuch  a  caufe  cannot  be 
difficult  to  guefs  at,  when  we  know 
that  light  is  fo  eafily  reflected,  re- 
fradted,  infledted,  and  defle&ed ; 


and  that,  in  the  immenfe  range  o: 
its  courfe,  it  muft  pafs  through  in' 
numerable  fyEems,  where  it  cannoi 
but  frequently  meet  with  many  ob 
Eacles  to  its  rectilinear  progreffion 
Not  to  mention  the  great  counter 
adtion  of  the  united  attradHve  foro 
of  whole  fidereal  fyEems,  whicl 
muE  be  continually  exerting  thei 
power  upon  the  pai  tides  while  the; 
are  endeavouring  to  fly  off.  How 
ever,  we  fltall  lay  no  Erefs  upon 
furmife  of  this  kind,  as  the  mean 
of  verifying  it  are  wanting  :  nor  i 
it  of  any  immediate  confequence  t 
us  to  know  the  origin  of  the  lufni 
nous  matter.  Let  it  fuffice  that  il 
exiEence  is  rendered  evident,  b 
means  of  nebulous  Ears. 

u  I  hope  it  will  be  found,  that  i 
what  has  been  faid  I  have  not  laur 
ched  out  into  hypothetical  reafoi: 
ings  ;  and  that  fadts  have  all  alon 
been  kept  fufficiently  in  view.  Bu 
in  order  to  give  every  one  a  fair  o] 
portunity  to  follow  me  in  the  n 
fledtions  I  have  been  led  into,  th 
place  of  every  objedt  from  which 
have  argued  has  been  purpofely  ac 
ded*,  that  the  validity  of  what  I  ha\ 
advanced  might  be  put  to  the  pro< 
by  thofe  who  are  inclined,  and  Eu 
nifhed,  with  the  neceflar-y  inEri 
ments  to  undertake  an  attentive  an 
repeated  infpedtion  of  the  fame  pha 
nomena . 

W.  Herschel 
Slough,  Jan.  I,  1791. 


*  For  thefe  places  we  mufc  refer  our  readers  to  the  eighty-firft  volume  of  the  Pi 
lofophical  Tranfadions. 
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COMMUNICATION  from  the  COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  an 

^'IeAf01  0f  al1  MATTERS  relating  to 

TRADE  and  FOREIGN  PLANTAT  ONS,  to  the  ROYAL  SOCIF 
TY,  relative  to  the  NATURAL  HISTORY  of  AMBERGRIS. 


[From  the  fame  work.] 


“SIR, 

il  T  ORD  Flawkefbury,  prefident 
JLt  of  the  committee  of  privy 
council  appointed  for  the  confidera- 
tion  of  al]  matters  relating  to  trade 
and  foreign  plantations,  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  Air.  Champion, 
a  principal  merchant  concerned  in 
the  Southern  Whale  Fifliery,  in¬ 
forming  him,  that  a  fhip  ’belonging 
to  him  had  lately  arrived  from  the 
laid  fifliery.  which  had  brought 
home  362  ounces  of  ambergris, 
found  by  Air.  Coffin,  captain  of  the 
faid  fhip,  in  the  body  of  a  female 
fpermaceti  whale,  taken  on  the 
coafl  of  Guinea  ;  his  lordfhip 
thought  fit  to  defire  captain  Coffin, 
as  well  as  Air.  Champion,  to  attend 
the  lords  of  the  committee,  that 
they  might  be  examined  concerning 
all  the  crcumflances  of  the  fadd  be¬ 
fore  mentioned  ;  and  I  am  directed 
by  their  lordfhips  to  tranfmit  to  you 
a  copy  of  the  examination  of  thefe 
two  gentlemen,  that  you  may  com¬ 
municate  the  fame  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  if  you  fhould  think  that  any 
of  the  circumftances,  Rated  in  this 
examination,  will  contribute  to  re¬ 
move  the  doubts  hitherto  entertain¬ 
ed  concerning  the  natural  hiflory 
and  production  of  this  valuable 
drug.  I  fend  you  alfo  a  piece  of 
the  ambergris  lb  taken  out  of  the 
whale,  and  fome  of  the  bills  of  the 
fifh  called  Squids  (which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  food  of  fpermaceti 
whales),  and  which  were  found 


partly  in  the  ambergris  taken  from 
th  s  female  whale,  and  partly  on  the 
outfide  of  it,  and  adhering  to  it. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

44  W.  Fawkeker.” 


44  At  the  council  chamber,  White¬ 
hall,  the  1 2  th  January,  1791. 

44  By  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  of  the  committee  of 
council  appointed  for  the 
confederation  of  all  matters 
relating  to  trade  and  foreign 
plantations. 

44  READ — Letter  from  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Champion,  a  principal  mer¬ 
chant  concerned  in  the  Southern 
W  hale*Fifhery,  to  lord  Hawkefbury, 
dated  the  2d  inllant,  acquainting 
his  lordfhip,  that  captain  Jofliua 
Coffin,  of  the  fliip  the  LordHawkef- 
bury,  is  lately  arrived  from  the  Sou¬ 
thern  Whale  Fifliery  ;  and  that  the 
faid  fliip,  bffides  a  cargo  of  76  tons 
of  fpermaceti  oil  and  head-matter, 
has  Drought  home  about  360  ounces 
of  ambergris,  which  the  faid  cap¬ 
tain  took  out  of  the  body  of  a  fe¬ 
male  fpermaceti  whale  on  the  coaff 
of  Guinea. 

44  Mefl.  Champion  and  Coffin  at¬ 
tending,  were  then  called  in, 
and  the  following  queffions 
were  put  to  Mr.  Coffin,  viz. 

44  Have  any  of  the  whales, 

taken 
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taken  before  by  the  fhips  failing 
from  Grert-Britain,  to  your  know¬ 
ledge,  contained  any  ambergris  ? 

A.  None,  that  ever  I  heard  of. 
The  American  fhips  have,  at  times, 
found  fome. 

CL  Was  the  ambergris,  found  by 
you,  in  a  bull  or  cow  hfh  ? 

A.  It  was  found  in  a  cow  fifh. 

Is  it  ufual  to  look  for  amber 
gris  in  whales  that  are  killed  ? 

A.  It  has  not  hitherto  been  much 
the  pradlife  to  do  fo. 

(T  How  happened  it  that  you 
difcovered  this  ? 

A.  We  faw  it  come  out  of  the 
fundament  of  the  whale  ;  as  we 
were  cutting  the  blubber,  a  piece  of 
it  fwam  upon  the  furface  of  the  fea. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  whale  did 
you  find  the  remainder  ? 

A.  Some  more  was  in  the  fame 
p Tillage,  and  the  reft  was  contained 
in  a  bag  a  little  below  the  palfage, 
and  communicating  with  it. 

Q.  Did  the  whale  appear  to  be  in 
health  ? 

A.  No  ;  flie  did  not.  She  Teem¬ 
ed  fickly,  had  no  fleih  upon  her 
bones,  and  was  very  old,  as  appears 
by  the  teeth,  two  of  which  1  have. 
Though  {he  was  about  thirty-five  feet 
long,  lire  did  not  produce  above  one 
ton  and  a  half  of  oil.  A  fifh  of  the 
fame  lize,  in  good  health,  would 
have  produced  two  tons  and  a  half. 

Have  you  obfeived  the  food 
that  whales  generally  feed  upon  ? 

A.  The  fpermaceti  whale  feeds, 
as  I  believe,  ahnoft  wholly  upon  a 
filh  called  Squids.  I  have  often  feen 
a  whale,  when  dying,  bring  up  a 
quantity  of  fquid,  fometimes  whole, 
and  fometimes  pieces  of  it.  The 
bU’s  of  the  fquid  (fome  of  which 
Mr.  Coffin  produced)  were  found, 
fome  in  the  inlide,  and  fome  on  the 
outfide  of  the  ambergris  flicking 
to  ih 

i-  f  " 


Ql  Did  you  ever  find  any  amber¬ 
gris  floating  on  the  fea  ? 

A.  I  never  did,  but  others  fre¬ 
quently  have. 

Q^_  How  long  have  you  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  whale  fflhery  ? 

A.  Jt  is  about  fixteen  years  lince  1 

* 

firft  eruered  into  it. 

What  is  the  general  propor¬ 
tion  of  bull  and  cow  whales  you  have 
met  with  ?  ' 

A.  1  believe  the  proportion  to  be 
nearly  equal.  In  my  laft  voyage, 
however,  I  found  only  four  bulls 
out  of  thirty-five  whales.  I  Allied 
upon  the  cor.ft  of  Africa  between 
five  north  and  (even  fouth  degrees 
of  latitude.  .1  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  cow  whale  goes  to  calve  in 
the  low  latitudes,  which  accounts  for 
more  cows  being  found  in  thofe  la¬ 
titudes. 

Q.  Is  there  any  particular  fealbn 
when  the  cow  whales  calve  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

CL  Hoes  the  bull  or  cow  whale, 
in  proportion  to  their  ftze,  produce 
molt  oil  ? 

A.  The  cow  whale,  when  big 
with  calf,  produces  more  oil  than  a 
bull  whale,  of  the  fame  fize ;  when 
fuckling,  file  produces  lefs. 

Q.  Are  the  whales  ufually  fount} 
fingiy,  or  in  pairs  ?  or  in  larger 
numbers } 

A.  Ufually  in  large  numbers, 
which  we  call  fcools,  and  particular¬ 
ly  in  the  low  latitudes.  I  have  ieeq 
from  fifteen  to  perhaps  a  thoufand 
together. 

Cb.  Have  you  anv  further  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  fubjebt  to  give  the 
committee  ? 

A.  We  have  generally  obferved, 
that  the  fpermaceti  whale,  when 
ftruck,  voids  her  excrement ;  if 
flie  does  not,  we  conjecture  that 
file  lias  antbergris  in  her.  1  think 
ambergris  moft  likelv  to  be  found 

f?  !  v*  4  • 
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n  a  fickly  fifh ;  for  I  conftder  it  to 
>e  the  caufe  or  the  eifeft:  of  feme 
l  i  {order.” 


a  Quettions  put  to  Mr.  Cham¬ 
pion. 

(i  Q ^  At  what  price  does  amber- 
ris  ufually  fell ;  and  at  what  price 
id  that,  taken  by  yourfhip,  fell? 

A.  A  frnall  quantity  had  lately 
ttd  at  25/.  per  ounce;  but  it  was 
ben  very  fcarce.  Mine  fold  for 
9-v  (d.  per  ounce.  The  whole 
uantity,  found  in  this  whale,  was 


362  ounces  troy.  The  people  who 
bought  it  told  me,  this  was  a  larger 
quantity  than  was  ever  before  brought 
at  once  to  market.  It  has  been  ge¬ 
nerally  fold  at  about  4  or  5  pounds 
at  a  time. 

For  the  ufe  of  what  country 
was  thi^  ambergris  bought  ? 

A.  I  do  not  exaftly  know.  It  was 
bought  by  a  broker,  who  told  me, 
that  his  principal,  who  purchafed 
about  one  half,  bought  it  for  expor¬ 
tation  to  Turkey,  Germany,  and 
France.  The  other  half  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  druggifts  in  town.” 


‘RPC ESS  of  converting  the  SMOKE  of  STEAM-ENGINES,  &c.  into 
TAR  ;  deferibed  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Pitt,  of  Pendeford, 
near  Wolverhampton,  to  Mr.  More. 

From  the  ninth  Volume  of  the  Tranfaftions  of  the  Society  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.] 


tTAVING  had  occatton  to 
ji  fpend  a  good  deal  of  time 
3011  bufiuefs,  in  the  coal  and  iron 
orks  of  this  country  ;  my  fitua- 
an  ami  dll  the  fmoke  of  thofe  great 
orks  put  me  upon  the  idea  hinted 
:  in  the  133d  premium  of  the 
ghth  volume  of  the  Society’s 
ranfaftions ;  namely,  that  of  de¬ 
laying  fmoke,  i;i  order  to  prevent 
inoyance  to  the  neighbourhood. 

“  That  the  objeft  is  not  only  at- 
inable,  will  be  demonftrared  in 
e  following  narrative ;  but  alfo 
at  valuable  articles  of  commerce 
ay  be  produced  in  iarge  quantities, 
lenever  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
3rks  fli all  adopt  the  mode  of  con- 
'u&ing  their  buildings  proper  for 
:h  production. 

“  The  articles  of  commerce  I  ai¬ 
de  to,  are  mineral  tar,  pitch,  and 
rnifh  :■  there  are  already  three 


conttderable  works  erefted  on  the 
banks  of  the  canal  in  this  county, 
for  the  purpofe  of  converting  the 
fmoke  of  pitcoal  into  the  above  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  the  one  at  Mr.  Wilkinfon’s 
great  works  at  Bradley,  another  at 
Tipton,  and  a  third  at  the  Level 
Colliery  and  iron  works  upon  Dud- 
ley-wood  .  they  were  erefted  by  lord 
Dundonald  and  Co.  and  the  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  is  carried  on  with  fucceis. 

“  Thefe  tar-works  are  erefted  in 
the  vicinity  of  large  iron  and  coal 
works  ;  the  iron  matters  furnifh  the 
tar-works  with  raw  coal,  gratis ,  and 
receive  in  return  the  cokes  produced 
by  fuch  coal,  and  the  proprietors  of 
the  tar-works  have  the  fmoke  only 
for  their  labour,  and  intereft  of  ca¬ 
pital. 

“  The  procefs  is  condufted  in  the 
following  manner  :  a  range  of  eigh¬ 
teen  or  twenty  doves  is  erefted,  and 

fupplied 
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fupplied  with  coal  kept  burning  at 
the  bottom;  the  fmoke  is  conduced, 
bv  proper  horizontal  tunnels,  into 
a  capacious  and  clofe  funnel,  of  one 
hundred  yards  or  more  in  length  ; 
this  funnel  is  built  with  brick,  fup- 
ported  by  brick  arches,  and  covered 
on  the  top  by  a  {hallow  pond  of  wa¬ 
ter,  which  pond  is  fupplied  with 
water,  when  wanted,  by  a  deam- 
engine  belonging  to  the  coal  or  iron¬ 
works  ;  the  chill  of  the  water  gra¬ 
dually  condendng  the  fmoke,  it  falls 
upon  the  floor  of  the  funnel  in  the 
form  of  tar,  and  is  conveyed  by  pro¬ 
per  pipes  into  a  receiver,  from 
whence  it  is  pumped  into  a  large 
boiler,  and  boiled  to  a  proper  con¬ 
fidence,  or  otherwife  infpiffated  into 
pitch :  when  the  latter  is  the  cafe, 
the  volatile  particles  which  arife  dur¬ 
ing  the  infpidation  are  again  con- 
denfed  into  an  oil  ufed  for  varnifh. 

-  i  “In  this  procefs  the  fmoke  is  de« 
compofed  and  dedroyed,  nothing 
arifing  from  the  work  but  a  white 
vapour  from  fome  fmall  funnels 
(kept:  open  to  give  draught  to  the 
fires),  and  a  fmall  evaporation  of 
water  from  the  pond,  occaiioned  by 
the  warmth  of  the  fmoke  within  the 
funnel. 

“  The  procefs  requires  but  little 
attendance,  the  principal  labour  be¬ 
ing  that  of  fupplying  the  fuel.  In 
any  one  of  the  tar  works  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  ufed  is  about  twenty 
tons  per  day  ;  three  labourers,  with 
a  foreman,  are  fufficient  for  the 
whole  bufinefs :  the  quantity  of  tar 
roduced  will  be  about  twenty-eight 
arrels,  of  two  hundred  weight  and 
an  half,  in  fix  days,  worth  ten  {hil¬ 
lings  per  hundred,  or  twenty-one 
barrels  of  pitch,  of  the  fame  weight, 
worth  fifteen  {hillings  per  hundred  ; 
though  I  was  allured,  upon  thefpot, 
by  a  very  intelligent  perfon,  that 
fome  coal  is  of  fo  bituminous  a  qua¬ 
lity,  as  to  give  one  eighth  its  weight, 


of  tar:  but  the  quantity  above  dated 
is  about  the  average  produce. 

“  in  order  to  bring  the  above 
practice  within  the  fociety’s  inten¬ 
tions,  an  alteration  in  the  eredtion 
of  deam-engines,  furnaces,  &c.  mud 
take  place  ;  the  alteration  will  be  no 
more  than  that  of  erecting  them  be¬ 
low  ground,  indead  of  above  :  and 
when  rai finer  water  is  the  main  ob« 

o 

jebt,  an  adoption  of  the  forcing  or 
lifting  pump  indead  of  the  fucking 
pump,  or  the  fucking  pump  may  be 
dill  employed,  wherever  the  fall  oi 
ground  gives  an  opportunity  of  let¬ 
ting  off  the  water  raifed,  by  an 
aquedubt;  in  which  cafe,  the  lift 
being  diortened,  and  lefs  power  ne- 
ceflary,  ample  amends  will  be  there¬ 
by  made  for  the  expence  of  fuel) 
aqiiedubf. 

“  Such  kind  of  buildings,  from  r 
low  frtuation,  within  the  earth’s  fur 
face,  will  certainly  acquire additiona 
dabilitv  :  and  to  thofe  who  are  ac 

j 

quainted  with  the  trifling  expence  o: 
removing  foil  to  only  fmall  didan¬ 
ces,  the  additional  charge  will  ap 
pear  trifling,  and  will  be  more  thar 
reccmpenfed  by  fiich  acquired  ftabi 
lity.  In  fome  local  dtuations,  ir 
hilly  countries,  the  fmoking  work 
being  erected  at  the  foot,  and  th 
tar-funnel  higher  up  the  hill,  aeon) 
munication  may  be  effebted  withon 
fuch  alteration.  Perhaps  it  may  b 
right  for  the  fociety  to  offer  a  pre 
miu  m  to  the  fil'd  perfon  who  fha 
erebt  a  deam  engine,  or  other  fimik 
work,  upon  this  plan. 

“To  prove  the  above  idea  is  n( 
ill-founded,  I  beg  leave  to  repor 
that  about  three  weeks  ago,  I  part 
eularly  examined  the  tar-work  c 
Pudley  wood  ;  and  found  the  for 
man  of  the  work  intelligent  at 
communicative;  and  walking  wil 
him  on  the  top  of  the  tar-fumy 
obferved  a  prodigious  fmoke  an 
from  a  fteanmengine*  about  thir 
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yards  diftant,  frelh  fuel  having  juft 
been  added.  When  I  put  this  quef- 
tion,  would  that fmoke  make  tar,  if 
it  palled  into  your  funnel?  he  an- 
fwered,  moft  certainly.  Would  your 
confining  it  there,  prevent  the  fire 
burning  below,  fufficient  to  do  its 
office  of  working  the  fteam-engines? 
anfwer,  certainly  not;  as  our  ftnall 
funnels  allow  fufficient  draught  to 
keep  the  fire  burning,  which  draught 
we  can  increafe  or  diminifti  at  plea- 
fure. 

“  I  find  by  reports  from  other 
quarters,  that  fuccefsful  attempts 
have  been  made  to  make  cokes  of 
the  coal  employed  in  working  fteam- 
engines  :  the  additional  improve¬ 
ment  of  making  tar  from  the  frnoke, 
would  not  only  prevent  annoyance 
to  the  neighbourhood,  but  aifo  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  beft  advantage  every  par¬ 
ticle  of  that  valuable  and  comfortable 
article,  coal;  prodigious  quantities 
of  which  are  at  prelent  wafted  by 
being  burned  in  one  place  for  heat 
only,  in  another  for  cokes  only ; 

I  when,  by  due  attention,  both  pur- 
pofes  may  in  many  cafes  be  effected 
at  the  fame  time. 

“  I  was  informed  upon  the  fpot, 
from  undoubted  authority,  that  the 
eonfumption  of  coal  in  Mr.  Wilkin- 
fon’s  great  works,  at  Bradley,  is  one 


hundred  tons  per  day :  about  one 
fifth  of  the  frnoke  is  actually  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  of  tar;  and  the 
remainder,  or  the  frnoke  of  eight  v 
tons  per  day,  flies  away.  This,  if 
collected,  would  yield  upwards  of 
eighteen  barrels  of  tar,  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  an  half  each:  and  if  the 
frnoke  of  the  great  works  of  the 
kingdom  was  in  general  collected 
for  the  fame  ufe,  what  a  prodigious 
addition  would  it  be,  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  commercial  and  neceffary 
article,  which  always  finds  a  ready 
market,  and  will  in  many  inftances 
fupply  the  place  of  the  vegetable 
tar,  at  prefent  imported  from 
abroad  ! 

u  That  fome  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  eonfumption  of  coal  in  fteam- 
engines  for  railing  water,  I  bep-  leave 
to  report  the  following,  of  which  I 
had  certain  information  upon  the 
fpot ;  namely,  that  fome  fuch  en¬ 
gines  individually  confume  one  hun¬ 
dred  tons  per  week  of  coal ;  that 
others,  though  powerful,  with  the 
improvements  of  Meffrs.  Boulton 
and  Watt,  are  kept  on  with  about 
twenty-five  tons  per  week  ;  and  that 
the  weekly  eonfumption  varies  be¬ 
tween  thofe  two  quantities,  viz. 
from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred 
tons.” 
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<l  y,*T”,,HlS  fcorching  fun  is  highly 
X  beneficial  to,  the  produdion 
of  nitre,  at  the  falt-works  near  Gra¬ 
nada;  where,  with  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  men,  employed  during  the  fum- 
tmer,  and  twenty-fix  in  winter,  go¬ 
vernment  obtains  three  thoufand 


quintals  annually.  But  then  the  lix¬ 
iviating  water  is  not  carried  by  men, 
as  in  Madrid,  but  conducted  by 
pipes  to  every  filter. 

“To  procure  the  propel’  kind  of 
earth,  they  obferve  the  fpots  which, 
early  in  the  morning,  appear  black, 

i  and 
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and  towards  noon  become  white 
round  the  edges ;  this  they  coiled!, 
and  find  that  land,  on  which  has 
been  laid  much  dung,  is  the  moll 
productive.  Once  collected,  it  will 
endure  for  ages  ;  and,  having  been 
expofed  to  the  influence  of  the  fun 
and  of  the  air,  yields  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  as  at  firft  on  eveCy  fubfeqqent 
filtration.  In  the  places  where  they 
find  this  earth,  there  is  neither  lime- 
itone,  chalk,  nor  gypfum  ;  and 
allies  being  extremely  fcarce,  none 
are  ufed  at  the  bottom  of  the  fil¬ 
ters. 

a  I  have  already  confidered  this 
wonderful  production  as  a  mer¬ 
chant  ;  and  happy  fliould  I  be,  were 
I  qualified  to  difcufs  it  with  any  fa- 
tisfaCtion  as  a  chemift. 

“  Herea  thoufand  queftions crowd 
in  upon  the  mind.  From  whence 
does  this  earth  colled  the  vegetable 
alkali,  whence  the  nitrous  acid  ?  fup- 
pofing  the  former  to  be  originally 
the  refult  of  putrefaction,  yet,  after 
the  earth  has  been  lixiviated,  and 
all  the  vegetable  alkali  has  been  car¬ 
ried  off  by  water,  how  is  it  impreg¬ 
nated  afrefh,  merely  by  expofure  to 
the  fun  and  air;  and  where 'does  it 
obtain  this  inexhauftible  fupply  both 
of  the  alkali  and  its  combining  acid  ? 
but,  if  we  reflect,  that,  with  the 
nitrous  fait,  there  is  conftantly  found 
muria,  or  fea-falt,  in  confiderable 
quantities  ;  whence  does  it  derive  the 
foflil  alkali,  and  whence  the  muri¬ 
atic  acid,  not  once,  but  upon  every 
fubfequent  expofure  ? 

“  It  is  well  known  that  old  mor¬ 
tar  produces  fix  kinds  of  fait  :  for, 
befide  the  two  juft  mentioned,  both 
the  nitrous  and  the  muriatic  acid 
are  found  combined  with  magnefia 
and  with  calcareous  earth.  But,  if 
we  recolleCt,  at  Anover  and  Aran- 
juez  we  faw  Epfom  and  Glauber’s 
-fait,  with  the  muria-  and  the  nitre, 


and  both  thofe  falts  contain  vitriolic 

acid. 

u  Here,  then,  new  queftions  will 
arife.  What  is  the  relation  between 
thefe  various  fubftances,  of  chalk, 
magnefia,  the  foffil,  and  the  vege¬ 
table  alkalis  ?  what  connection  car* 
we  trace  between  the  muriatic,  ni¬ 
trous,  and  vitriolic  acids?  and,  is 
there  one  common  principle  of  aci- 
ditv  ? 

u  This  queftion  will  be  both  more 
natural  and  more  interefling,  when 
we  confider,  as  far  as  relates  to  Eng¬ 
land,  France,  and  Spain,  the  only 
countries  which  have  come  under  my 
obfervation,  that,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  fun,  the  chalk  is 
found  impregnated  with  vitriolic 
acid,  and  forms  felenite  or  gypfum. 
At  lea  ft  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in 
our  ifland,  we  have  much  chalk, 
and  little  gypfum ;  that  in  France 
both  thefe  fubftances  abound ;  whilfl 
in  Spain,  there  is  very  little  chalk, 
and  a  profufion  of  gypfum,  more 
efpecially  in  Arragon,  and  in  the 
fouthern  provinces.  Indeed  a 
learned  naturalift,  who  refided  many 
years  in  Spain,  and  traverfed  it  in 
all  directions,  with  a  view  to  mine¬ 
rals,  aflures  us,  that  he  had  never 
difcovered  there  the  leaf!  veftige  of 
chalk,  (v.  Bowles,  p.  13.)  But  I 
have  already  noticed  it  in  one  place; 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gra¬ 
nada  it  is  likewife  found,  although 
I  was  not  able  to  identify  the  fpot. 

“  His  obfervation  is  however  in¬ 
genious,  and  worthy  of  attention. 
He  never  met  with  it  ;  I  faw  it  j 
only  at  Cervera,  here,  and  at  Pica- 
cente. 

u  The  connection  between  chalk 
and  gypfum.  became  evident  to  me 
from  the  moment  that  I  difcovered 
flinty  gravel  in  the  latter,  precifely 
fuch  as  we  always  meet  with  in  the 
former.  Hence  it  feems  to  be  plain, 

either 
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ither  that  chalk  was  gypfum,  and 
ias  loft  its  vitriolic  acid,  or  that 
;ypfum,  was  once  chalk,  and  has 
aade  this  acquifition.  I  am  inclined 
d  adopt  the  latter  hypothefis  :  and, 
P  this  be  the  true  one,  we  muft  in- 
uire  whence  has  it  derived  the  acid  ? 
'as  the  chalk  impregnated  with  the 
itriolic  acid,  whilft  it  remained  co- 
ered  by  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ? 
r  is  the  acquifition  fubfequent  to 
lat  grand  revolution  to  which  I 
ave  frequently  referred?  Should 
e  fuppofe  the  latter,  and  ftiould 
e  be  inclined  to  feek  the  principle 
P  acidity  in  the  folar  ray,  we  may 
;rhaps  be  confirmed  in  this  idea  by 
le  confideration,  that,  by  means  of 
*een  vegetables  and  water  expofed 
1  its  meridian  influence,  all  modern 
lemifts  have  produced  ‘vital,  that 
,  dephlogifiicated  air,  in  great  abun- 
mce,  always  in  proportion  to  the 
lantity  of  light,  or,  in  other  words* 
the  greater  or  lefler  influence  of 
e  folar  rays :  and  thatfaltpetre,  by 
ftillation,  produces  the  fame  kind 
air,  in  the  proportion  of  twelve 
oufand  inches  to  a  pound,  leaving 
hind  the  vegetable  alkali  uncom- 
ned  with  acid. 

44  Should  we  be  inclined  to  grant, 
reeable  to  the  experiments  of  Dr. 
igenhoufz,  that  vegetables  by  day 
ait  vital,  and  by  night  mephitic  air ; 
infidering  that  Mr.  Cavendifh  pro- 
iced  nitrous  acid  by  the  combina- 
of  ‘vital  air  with  atmofpheric 
\phitis,  in  the  proportion  of  feven 
three,  we  fhould  not  be  at  a  lofs 
■  a  never-failing  fource,  from 
aence  this  acid  may  arife. 
w  Thefe  fpeculations  might  be 


purfued,  and,  obferving  that  one 
pound  of  nitrous  acid,  difKlled  on 
mercury,  yields  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  eight  cubic  inches  of 
nitrous ,  and  one  thoufand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  four  of  ‘vital  air,  we  fhould 
be  confirmed  in  our  opinion  that 
we  have  difcovered  the  origin  of  the 
fought-for  acid. 

44  Nitrous  air  is  obtained  from  ani¬ 
mal  fubftances  limply  by  putrefac¬ 
tion,  or  it  may  be  had  by  the  com¬ 
bination  of  inflammable  and  vital  air: 
for,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  has  remarked, 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions  of 
the  27th  of  November,  1788, 
“  When  either  inflammable  or  de- 
“  phlogifticated  air  is  extracted  from 
44  any  fubflance  in  contadl  with  the 
44  other  kind  of  air,  fo  that  the  one 
44  is  made  to  unite  with  the  other  in 
44  what  may  be  called  its  nafcent 
44  hate  ;  the  refult  will  be  fixed  air  5 
44  hut,  if  both  of  them  be  completely 
44  formed  before  their  union,  the  re- 
44  fuJt  will  be  nitrous  air." 

44  Thus,  in  the  various  fadts  and 
obferv^tions  above  related,  we  may 
fee  the  intimate  relation  and  connec¬ 
tion  between  inflammable,  fixed  or 
mephitic,  and  nitrous  air;  that  the 
two  latter  refult  from  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  former  with  vital  air  in 
given  quantities;  whilft,  with  a 
greater  proportion  of  vital  air,  we 
obtain  nitrous  acid ;  and  that,  of 
thefe  its  conftituent  principles,  in 
warm  climates,  animal  fubftances 
are,  bv  their  putrefadiion,  conftantly 
producing  one,  whilft  vegetables,  by 
day,  are  as  conftantly  pouring  forth 
the  other,” 
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NATURAL  HISTORY  of-ttie  GRANA  KERRIES. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 


«  T  HAD  here  an  opportunity  to 

X  examine  the  natural  hiftory  of 
the  grana  kermes.  It  is  found  on  the 
cofcoja,  or  quercus  coccifera  of  Lin¬ 
naeus,  here  growing  to  the  height  of 
from  twelve  inches  to  two  feet.  The 
grana  appear  on  the  hems  or  fmall 
branches,  forne  near  the  bottom  of 
the  plant,  but  mohly  on  the  upper 
branches,  yet  always  protected  by 
the  leaves,  and  fixed  to  the  hem  by 
a  gluten,  which  both  to  the  fight  and 
to  the  touch  refembles  thin  white 
leather,  fpread  over  the  hem,  and 
coveting,  like  the  cup  or  calix  of 
the  acorn,  a  fegment  of  the  grana. 
Upon  a  more  minute  invehigation, 

I  traced  the  agglutinating  coat 
through  a  fmall  foramen  into  the 
grana,  from  whence  it  had  proceed¬ 
ed,  and  where  it  fpread,  like  the 
placenta,  on  the  internal  furface. 

“  The  grana  were  of  various 
fizes,  from  an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  diameter,  perfectly  fphe- 
rical,  and  covered  with  a  white  pow¬ 
der,  which  being  rubbed  off,  the 
furface  appeared  red,  fmooth,  and 
poliflied.  Upon  the  fame  hem  I 
found  the  grana  in  three  hages.  In 
the  firh  I  difcovered  only  tough 
membranes  filled  with  a  red  juice  re- 
fembling  blood,  but  on  paper  leav¬ 
ing  a  hain  as  bright  and  beautiful 
as  the  beh  carmine.  In  the  fecond 
hage  there  appeared,  under  the  firh 
coat  or  pellicle,  a  thin  tough  mem¬ 
brane  inclofing  the  eggs,  now  moh 
minute,  and  fcarcely  to  be  dihin- 
guihied  without  the  aflihance  of  a 
convex  lens.  Between  this  mem¬ 
brane  and  the  pellicle  was  the  fame 
red  liquor,  but  lefs  in  quantity  than 
was  contained  in  the  former  hage. 
By  a  careful  diffedtion  I  took  off  the 
pellicle  which  was  evidently  fepa- 
rated  from  the  inner  membrane  by 


what  feemed  to  be  the  vifcera  and 
blood-veffels,  but  near  to  the  fora¬ 
men  thefe  two  coats  adhered  clofely 
together. 

~  “  The  interior  membrane  is  thin, 
white,  and  tough,  with  a  lunar  fep* 
turn,  forming  the  ovary,  which  at 
firh  is  very  fmall,  and  fcarcely  dif 
cernible,  but  progreflively  enlarges 
till  in  the  third- hage  it  occupies  tht 
whole  fpace,  when  the  tin&uring 
juice  difappears,  and  only  eggs  ar« 
to  be  feen,  to  the  number  of  fifteei 
hundred  or  two  thoufand. 

«  It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  gran; 
derives  no  kind  of  nourifhment  fron 
the  plant  on  which  it  is  fixed  ;  an< 
from  its  pofition  I  am  inclined  t< 
think,  that  the  little  animal  choofe 
the  quercus  coccifera,  which  in  it 
prickly  leaf  refembles  the  holly,  onl; 
for  the  fake  of  fhelter  and  protedtio; 
from  birds. 

u  I  put  fome  of  the  grana  into 
coffee  cup  on  the  thirty-firh  of  Maj 
and,  June  the  twelfth,  1  difcovere 
a  multitude  of  animalculae,  of 
bright  red  colour,  exceedingly  in: 
nute,  running  about  the  cup  wit 
ahoni filing  rapidity,  but  for  fhoi 
intervals.  A  friend  put  fome  gran 
into  a  fnuff-box,  where  he  foon  foi 
got  them ;  but  when,  at  the  dihane 
of  a  few  weeks,  he  had  occafion  t 
refume  his  box,  he  found  the  top  cc 
vered  Internally  with  dew,  and 
multitude  of  winged  infe&s,  alldea< 
adhering  to  it. 

“  Before  my  excurhon  to  Biizo 
fome  peafanrs  of  Las  Aguas  ha 
fpread  themfelves  on  the  adjacei 
mountains,  where  they  cohedfe 
more  than  four  arrobas,  or  one  hui 
dred  weight  of  grana,  which  the 
had  fold  in  Alicant  for  fifteen  real 
or  about  three  {hillings  a  pound.” 


[  i3 1  ] 


ACCOUNT  of  the  BAY  A,  or  INDIAN  GROSS-BEAK.  By  Athar 


An  Khan 

[From  the  fecond  Volume 

“  ^  |  AHS  little  bird,  called  Baya  in 
Hindu,  Berbera  in  Sanfcrit, 
Babui  in  the  dialect  of  Bengal,  Cibu 
in  Perfian,  and  Tenawwit  in  Ara- 
bick,  from  his  remarkably  pendent 
neft,  is  rather  larger  than  a  fparrow, 
with  yellow-brown  plumage,  a  yel- 
lowifh  head  and  feet,  a  light-coloured 
bread:,  and  a  conic  beak  very  thick 
in  proportion  to  his  body.  This 
bird  is  exceedingly  common  in  Hin- 
duftan  :  he  is  aftonifhingly  fenfible, 
faithful,  and  docile,  never  volunta¬ 
rily  deferting  the  place  where  his 
young  were  hatched,  but  not  averfe, 
like  mod  other  birds,  to  the  fociety 
of  mankind,  and  eafily  taught  to 
perch  on  the  hand  of  his  mailer.  In 
a  date  of  nature  he  generally  builds 
his  neft  on  the  higheft  tree,  that  he 
jean  find,  efpecially  on  the  palmyra, 
tor  on  the  Indian  fig-tree,  and  he 
prefers  that,  which  happens  to  over¬ 
hang  a  well  or  a  rivulet :  he  makes 
it  of  grafs,  which  he  weaves  like 
cloth,  and  fliapes  like  a  large  bottle, 
fufpending  it  firmly  on  the  branches, 
but  fo  as  to  rock  with  the  wind,  and 
placing  it  with  its  entrance  down¬ 
wards  to  fecure  it  from  birds  of 
prey.  His  neft  ufually  confifts  of 
two  or  three  chambers ;  and  it  is  the 
popular  belief,  that  he  lights  them 
with  fire  flies,  which  he  catches  alive 
at  night  and  confines  with  moift  clay, 
or  with  cow-dung :  that  fuch  flies 
are  often  found  in  his  neft,  where 
pieces  of  cow-dung  are  alfo  ftuck, 
is  indubitable;  but,  as  their  light 
cpuld  be  of  little  ufe  to  him,  itfeem,s 
probable  that  he  only  feeds  on  them. 
He  may  be  taught  with  eafe  to  fetch 
a  piece  of  paper,  or  any  fmall  thing, 
that  his  mafter  points  out  to  him  ;  it 
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is  an  attefted  fadt,  that,  if  a  ring  be 
dropped  into  a  deep  well,  and  a  fig- 
nal  given  to  him,  he  will  fly  down 
with  amazing  celerity,  catch  the  ring 
before  it  touches  the  water,  and 
bring  it.  up  to  his  mafter  with  appa¬ 
rent  exultation  ;  and  it  is  confidently 
aflerted,  that,  if  a  houfe  or  any 
other  place  be  fhown  to  him  once  or 
twice,  he  will  carry  a  note  thither 
immediately  on  a  proper  fignal  being 
made.  One  inftance  of  his  docility 
I  can  myfelf  mention  with  confi- 

J 

dence,  having  often  been  an  eye 
witnefs  of  it :  the  young  Hindu  wo¬ 
men  at  Benares  and  in  other  places 
wear  very  thin  plates  of  gold,  called 
tica’s,  {lightly  fixed  by  way  of  orna¬ 
ment  between  their  eye  brows ;  and, 
when  they  pafs  through  the  ftreets, 
it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  youthful 
libertines,  who  am  ufe  themfelves 
with  training  Baya’s,  to  give  them  a 
fign  which  they  underftand,  and  fend 
them  to  pluck  the  pieces  of  gold 
from  the  foreheads  of  their  miftrelfes, 
which  they  bring  in  triumph  to 
the  lovers.  The  Baya  feeds  natu¬ 
rally  on  grafs-hoppers  and  other  in¬ 
fects,  but  will  fubfift,  when  tame, 
on  pulfc  macerated  in  water:  his 
flefh  is  warm  and  drying,  of  eafy 
digeftion,  and  recommended,  in  me¬ 
dical  books,  as  a  foivent  of  ftone  in 
the-  bladder  or  kidneys  ;  but  of  that 
virtue  there  is  no  fuificient  proof. 
The  female  lays  many  beauti  ul  eggs 
refembling  large  pearls:  the  white 
of  them,  when  they  are  boiled,  is 
tranfparent,  and  the  flavour  of  them 
is  exquifitely  delicate.  When  many 
Baya’s  are  aflembled  on  a  high  ti  ed, 
they  make  a  lively  din,  out  it  is  ra¬ 
ther  chirping  than  finging;  their 

I  2  want 
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want  of  mulical  talents  is,  however,  celled  by  any  feathered  inhabitants 
amply  fupplied  by  their  wonderful  of  the  foreft.” 
fagadty,  in  which  they  are  not  ex- 


ORIENTAL  METHOD  of  curing  the  ELEPHANTIASIS,  and  other 

DISORDERS  of  the  BLOOD. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


44  TN  the  year  of  the  Meffiah  1783, 

I  when  the  worthy  and  refpedta- 
bleMaulavi  Mir  MuhamniedHufain, 
who  excels  in  every  branch  of  ufe- 
ful  knowledge,  accompanied  Mr. 
Richard  Johnfon  from  Lac'hnau. 
to  Calcutta ,  he  vifited  the  humble 
writer  of  this  trad,  who  had  long 
been  attached  to  him  with  fincere  af¬ 
fection  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
converfation,  4  One  of  the  fruits  of 
4  my  late  exdirfion,  faid  he,  is  a  pre- 
‘  lent  for  you,  which  fuits  your  pro- 
4  feftion,  and  will  be  generally  ufeft.il 
«•'  to  our  lpecies :  conceiving  you  to  be 
4  worthy  of  it  by  reafon  of  your  alfi- 
4  duity  in  medical  inquiries,  I  have 
4  brought  you  a  prescription,  the  in- 
4  gredients  of  which  are  eafily  found, 
4  but  not'  eafily  equalled  as  a  power- 
4  ful  remedy  againft  all  corruptions 
4  of  the  blood,  the  judham,  and  the 
■*  Perfian  fire,  the  rerrlafns  of  which 
4  are  a  fource  of  infinite  maladies.  It 
4  is  an  old  fecret  of  the  Hindu  phy- 
4  ficians  ;  who  applied  it  alfo  to  the 
4  cure  of  cold  and  moift  diftempers, 
4  as  the  palfy,  diftortions  of  the  face, 

4  relaxations  of  the  nerves,  and  fi- 
4  milar  difeafes :  its  efficacy  too  has 

*  been  proved  by  long  experience  ; 

4  and  this  is  the  method  of  prepar- 
4  ing  it. 

4  Take  of  white  arfenick,  fine 

*  and  frefh,  one  tola  * ;  of  picked 
4  black  pepper  fix  times  as  much :  let 
4  both  be  well  beaten  at  intervals  for 
4  four  days  fuccellively  in  an  iron 


4  mortar,  and  then  reduced  to  an  im- 
4  palpable  powder  in  one  of  ftone 
4  with  a  ftone  peftle,  and  thus  com* 

4  pletely  levigated,  a  little  water 
4  being  mixed  with  them.  Make 
4  pills  of  them  as  large  as  tares  or 
4  fmall  pulfe,  and  keep  them  dry  in 
4  a  fhady  place. 

4  One  of  thofe  pills  muft  be  fwal- 
4  lowed  morning  and  evening  with 
4  fome  betel-leaf,  or,  in  countries 
4  where  betel  is  not  at  hand,  with 
4  cold  water  :  if  the  body  becleanfed 
4  from  foulnefs  and  obftru&ious  by 
‘  gentle  catharticks  and  bleeding, 

4  before  the  medicine  is  adminifter- 
4  ed,  the  remedy  will  be  fpeedier.’  ^  | 
44  The  principal  ingredient  of  this  > 
medicine  is  the  arfenick,  which  the 
Arabs  call  fhucc,  the  Perfians  mergi 
mufti,  or  moufe-bane,  and  the  In¬ 
dians,  fanc’haya ;  a  mineral  fub-  ! 
fiance  ponderous  and  nyftalline : 
the  orpiment  or  yellow  arfenick,  is 
the  weaker  fort.  It  is  a  deadly 
poifon,  and  fo  ftibtil,  that,  when 
mice  are  killed  by  it,  the  very  fmell 
of  the  dead  will  deftroy  the  living  of 
that  fpecies  :  after  it  has  been  kept  j 
about  feven  years,  it  lofes  much  of 
its  force  ;  its  colour  becomes  turbid  ; 
and  its  weight  is  diminiftied.  This  | 
mineral  is  hot  and  dry  in  the  fourth 
degree  :  it  caufes  fuppuration,  dif- 
folves  or  unites,  according  to  the 
quantity  given  ;  and  is  very  ufeful 
in  doling  the  lips  of  wounds,  when 
the  pain  is  too  intenfe  to  be  borne.  1 
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'  An  nngent  made  of  It  with  oils  of 
any  fort  is  an  effectual  remedy  for 
fome  cutaneous  diforders,  and /mix¬ 
ed  with  rofe-water,  it  is  good  for 
cold  tumours  and  for  the  dropfy  ; 
but  it  muft  never  be  adminiftered 
without*  the  greateil:  caution;  for 
fuch  is  its  power,  that  the  fmalleft 
quantity  of  it  in  powder,  drawn, 
like  alcohol ,  between  the  eyelafhes, 
would  in  a  fingle  day  entirely  cor- 
rode  the  coats  and  humours  of  the 
eye  ;  and  fourteen  reti’s  of  it  would 
in  the  fame  time  deftroy  life.  The 
bed:  antidote  aga'inft  its  effe&s  are 
the  fcrapings  of  leather  reduced  to 
afhes :  if  the  quantity  of  arfenick 
taken  be  accurately  known,  four  times 
as  much  of  thofe  afh.es,  mixed  with 
water  and  drunk  by  the  patient, 
will  fheath  and  counteract  the  poifon. 

“  The  writer,  conformably  to  the 
directions  of  his  learned  friend,  pre¬ 
pared  the  medicine ;  and,  in  the 
fame  year,  gave  it  to  numbers,  who 
were  reduced  by  the  difeaies  above- 
mentioned  to  the  point  of  death  : 
God  is  his  witnefs,  that  they  grew 
better  from  day  to  day,  were  at  lad: 
completely  cured,  and  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  (except  one  or  two,  who  died 
of  other  diforders)  to  atteft  the  truth 
of  this  aflertion.  One  of  his  did: 
patients  was  a’  P'ars\  named  Me- 
nuchehr,  who  had  come  from  Surat 
to  this  city,  and  had  fixed  his  abo  t'e 
near  the  writer’s  houfe  :  he  was  fo 
cruelly  afflicted  with  a  confirmed 
lues,  here  called  the  Perfian  fire, 
that  his  hands  and  feet  were  entirely 
llcerated,  and  almoft  coryoded,  fo  that 
he  became  an  object  of  drfgiift  and  ab¬ 
horrence.  This  man  con  fu  I  ted  the 
writer  on  his  cafe,  the  date  of  which  he 
iifclofed  without  refer  ve.  Some  blood 
>vas  taken  from  him  on  the  fame 
lay,  and  a  cathartick  adminidered 
>n  the  next.  On  the  third  day  he 
reganto  take  the  arfenick-pills,  and, 

>y  the  bldiing  of  God,  the  virulence 


of  his  diforder  abated  by  degrees, 
until  figns  of  returning  health  ap¬ 
peared  ;  in  a  fortnight  his  recovery 
was  complete,  and  he  vvas  bathed, 
according  to  the  practice  of  our  phy- 
ficians :  fie  feemed  to  have  no  virus 
left  in  his  blood,  and  none  has  been 
dnce  perceived  by  him. 

“  But  the  power  of  this  medicine 
has  chiefly  been  tried  in  the  cure  of 
the  juzam,  as  the  word  is  pronounced 
in  India  ;  a  diforder  infecting  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood,  and  thence 
called  by  fome  ffadi  khun .  The 
former  name  is  derived  from  an 
Arabic  root  fignifying  in  general, 
amputation,  maiming,  excifion,  and, 
particularly,  the  truncation  or  ero- 
fion  of  the  fingers,  which  .happens 
in  the  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  It  is 
extremely  contagious,  and,  for  that 
reafon,  the  Prophet  faid  ;  furru  mi* 
na'lmefdhumi  ccuniz  ieferru  mined  l 
of  ad,  or,  “Flee  from  a  perfon  afr 
“  flidted  with  the  judham,  as  you 
“  would  flee  from  a  lion.”  The 
author  of  the  Bahhru’ljawahir,  or 
Sea  of  Pearls,  ranks  it  as  an  infec¬ 
tious  malady  with  the  mealies,  the 
fmall-pox,  and  the  plague.  It  is 
alfo  hereditary,  and,  in  that  refpe$7 
claiTed  by  medical  writers  with  the 
gout,  the  confumption,  and  .the 
white  leprofy, 

“A  common  caufe  of  this  d  i  fieri) - 
per  is  the  unwholefome  diet  of.  the' 
natives,  many  of  whom  are  acpuG 
tomed,  after  eating  a  quantity,  of 
fjfhf  to  fwallow  copious  draughts  o£ 
milk,  which  fail  not  to  caufe  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  yellow  and  black  bile,, 
which  mingles  itfelf  with  the  blood, 
and  corrupts  it:  but  it  has  piper 
caufes ;  for  a  Brahman,  who  had. 
never  tailed  fifh  in  his  life,  applied 
lately  to  the  compofer  of  this  effay, 
and  appeared  in  the  higheft  degree! 
affected  by  a  corruption  of  blood  ; 
which  he  might  have  inherited,  oy 
acquired  by  other  means.  Thofe* 

/  3,  whofc 
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whofe  religion  permits  them  to  eat 
beef,  are  often  expofed  to  the  danger 
of  heating  their  blood  intenfely 
through  the  knavery  of  the  butchers 
in  the  Bazar,  who  fatten  their  calves 
with  Balawer:  and  thofe,  who  are 
fo  ill-advifed  as  to  take  provocatives, 
a  folly  extremely  common  in  India, 
at  firll  are  infenfible  of  the  mifchief, 
but  as  foon  as  the  increafed  moif- 
tore  is  difperfed,  find  their  whole 
mafs  of  blood  inflamed,  and,  as  it 
were,  a  dull;  whence  arifes  the  dif- 
order,  of  which  we  now  are  treating. 
The  Perlian,  or  venereal  fire  ge¬ 
nerally  ends  in  this  malady  :  as  one 

j  j  7 

Devi  Prafad,  lately  in  the  fervice  of 
Mr.  Vanfittait,  and  forqe  others, 
have  Convinced  me  bv  an  unreferv- 

j 

ed  account  of  their  feveral  cafes. 

“  It  may  here  be  worth  while  to 
report  a  remarkable  cafe,  which  .was 
.related  to  me  bv  a  man,  who  had 
been  afffifted  with  the  juzam  near 
four  years  :  before  which  time  he 
had  been  di (ordered  with  the  Per¬ 
sian  fire,  and,  having  clofed  an  ulcer 
by  the  means  of  a  drong  healing 
plaider,  was  attacked  by  a  violent 
pain  in  his  joints  :  on  this  he  applied 
to  a  Cabiraja,  or  Hindu  phyncian, 
who  gave  him  fome  pills,  with  a 
pofitive  aflurance,  that  the  life  of 
them  would  remove  his  pain  in  a 
few  days  ;  and  in  a  few  days  it  was, 
in  fa  ft,  wholly  removed  ;  but,  a 
very  fhort  time  after,  the  fymptoms 
of  the  juzam  appeared,  which  con¬ 
tinually  encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  his  fingers  and  toes  were  on 
the  point  of  dropping  off.  It  was 
afterwards  difcovered,  that  the  pills, 
whic  h  he  had  taken,  were  made  of 
cinnabar,  a  common  preparation  of 
the  Hindus;  the  heat  of  which  had 
firfl  iried  the  humours,  which,  on 
flopping  he  external  di  (charge,  had 
fallen  on  the  joints,  and  then  had 


occafioned  a  quantity  of  adud  bile 
to  mix  itfelf  with  the  blood  and 
infeft  the  whole  mafs. 

44  Of  this  dreadful  complaint,  how* 
ever  raufed,  the  firfl  fymptoms  are 
a  niuubnefs  and  red nefs  of  the  whole 
body,  and  principally  of  the  face,  an 
impeded  hoarfe  voice,  thin  hair  and 
even  baldnefs,  offenfive  pei  fpiration  i 
and  breath,  and  whitlows  on  the  nails. 
The  cure  is  bed  begun  with  copious 
bleeding,  and  cooling  drink,  fuch 
as  a  decoftion  of  the  niuifer  or  JSym- 
phea,  and  of  violets,  with  fome  dofes 
of  manna  :  after  which  dronger  ca- 
tharticks  mud  be  adminidered. 
But  no  remedy  has  proved  fo  effica¬ 
cious  as  the  pills  compofed  of  arfe- 
nick  and  pepper  :  one  indance  of 
their  effeft  may  here  be  mentioned, 
and  many  more  may  be  added,  if 
required. 

“  In  the  month  of  February  in  the 
year  jud  mentioned,  o ue  Shaikh 
Kamazani,  who  then  was  an  upper- 
fervant  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
had  fo  corrupt  a  mafs  of  blood,  that 
a  black  leprofy  of  his  joints  was  ap¬ 
proaching  ;  and  mod  of  his  limbs 
began  to  be  ulcerated  :  in  this  con¬ 
dition  he  applied  to  the  writer,  and 
requeded  immediate  affidance. 
Though  the  difordered  date  of  his 
blood  was  evident  on  infpeftion, 
and  required  no  particular  declara¬ 
tion  of  it,  yet  many  queftions  were 
put  to  him,  and  it  was  clear  from 
his  anfwers,  that  he  had  a  confirm¬ 
ed  juzam  :  he  then  lod  a  great  deal 
of  "blood,  and,  after  due  preparation, 
took  the  arfenick  pills.  After  the 
fird  week  his  malady  feemed  alle¬ 
viated  ;  in  the  fecond  it  was  confi- 
derably  diminifhed,  and,  in  the  third, 
fo  entirely  removed,  that  the  patient 
went  into  the  bath  of  health,  as  a 
token  that  he  no  longer  needed  a 
phyfician.” 


ANTIQUiTES. 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  PROGRESS  of  the  ANCIENT  INHABI¬ 
TANTS  of  INDIA,  in  the  CULTIVATION  of  the  elegant  and  uieful 
ARTS. 

[From  the  Appendix  to  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hidorical  Difquifition  concern- 
in<r  the  Knowledge  which  the  Ancients  had  of  India.] 


u  rT”*HE  ancients,  from  their 
(lender  acquaintance  with 
the  interior  (late  of  India,  have 
!  been  able  to  communicate  litle  in¬ 
formation  with  relpeCt  to  the  arts 
cultivated  there ;  and  though  the 
moderns,  during  their  continued 
intercourfe  with  India  for  three  cen¬ 
turies,  have  had  accefs  to  obferve 
them  with  greater  attention,  it  is 
of  late  only,  that  by  (ludying  the  lan¬ 
guages  now  and  formerly  fpoken  in 
India,  and  by  confulting  and  tranf- 
lating  their  mod  eminent  authors, 
they  have  begun  to  enter  into  that 
path  of  enquiry  which  leads  with 
certainty  to  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  date  of  arts  cultivated 
in  that  country. 

<*  One  of  the  fil'd  arts  which  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity  aimed  at  improving, 
beyond  what  mere  neceifity  re¬ 
quires,  was  that  of  building.  In 
the  brief  remarks  which  the  lubjedt 
of  my  inquiries  leads  me  to  make 
on  the  progrefs  of  this  art  in  India, 
I  (hall  confine  my  attention  wholly 
to  thofe  of  highed  antiquity.  The 


mod  durable  monuments  of  human 
indudry  are  public  buildings.  The 
productions  of  art,  formed  for  the 
common  purpofes  of  life,  wade  and 
perifh  in  ufing  them  ;  but  works 
dedined  for  the  benefit  of  poderity 
fubfid  through  ages,  and  it  is  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  manner  in  which 
thefe  are  executed,  that  we  form  a 
judgment  with  refpeCt  to  the  degree 
of  power,  (kill,  and  improvement 
to  which  the  people  by  whom  they 
were  erected  had  attained.  In  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  India  monuments  of  high 
antiquity  are  found.  Thefe  are  of 
two  kinds,  filch  as  were  confecrated 
to  the  offices  of  religion,  or  for- 
t relies  built  for  the  fecuriry  of  the 
country.  In  the  former  of  theie, 
to  which  Europeans,  whatever  their 
druCture  may  be,  give  the  general 
name  of  Pagoda^  we  may  obferve  a 
diverfity  of  ftile,  which  both  marks 
the  gradual  progrefs  of  architecture, 
and  throws  light  on  the  general 
date  of  arts  and  manners  in  differ- 
rent  periods.  The  mod  early  Pa¬ 
godas  appear  to  have  been  nothing 
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more  than  excavations  in  moun¬ 
tainous  parts  of  the  country,  formed 
probably  in  imitation  of  the  natural 
caverns  to  which  the  firft  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  earth  retired  for  fafety 
during  the  night,  and  where  they 
found  fhelter  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  feafons.  The  moll  celebra¬ 
ted,  and,  as  there  is  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  the  molt  ancient  of  all  thefe, 
is  the  Pagoda  in  the  ifland  Ele- 
phanta,  at  no  great  didance  from 
Bombay.  It  has  been  hewn  by  the 
hands  of  man  out  of  a  folid  rock, 
ab  ut  half  way.  iip,  a  high  mountain, 
.and  formed  into  a  fpacious  area, 
‘hearty  r?.o  feet  fquare.'  In  order 
to  fupport  the  roof,  and  the  weight 
of  the  mountain, ffhat  lies  above,  it, 
‘a  number  of  mady  pillars,  and  of  a 
form  not  inelegant,  have  been  cut 
out  of  the  fame  rock,  at  fuch  regu¬ 
lar  didancesr  as  on  the  firft  entrance 
prefents  to  the  eye  of  the  fjpetlator 
an  appearance  both  of  beauty  and 
of  ftrength,  Great  part  of  the  in- 
fide  is  covered  with  human  figures 
in  high  relief,  of  gigantic  fize  as 
well  as  dngular  forms,  and  didin- 
gu  idled  by  a  variety  of  fymbols,.,re- 
prefenting,  it  is  probable,  the  at¬ 
tributes  of  the  deities  whom  they 
worfhipped,  or  the  actions  of  the 
heroes  whom  they  admired.  In 
the  ifle  of  Salfette,  dill  nearer  to 
Bombay,  are  excavations  in  a  fimi- 
lar  diie,  hardly  inferior  in  magni¬ 
ficence,  and  dedined  for  the  .  fame 
religious  purpofes. 

“  Thefe  dupendous  works  are  of 
Rich  high  antiquity,  that  as  the  na¬ 
tives  cannot  either  from  hidory  or 
tradition  give  any  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  time  in  which  they 
were  executed,  they  univerfally  af- 
cribe  the  formation  of  them  to  the 
power  of  fuperior  beings.  From 
the  extent  and  grandeur  of  thefe 
iubtenaneous  mandons,  which  in¬ 
telligent  travellers  compare  tp  the 


mod  celebrated  monuments  of  hu¬ 
man  power  and  art  in  any  part  of 
the  earth,  it  is  manifed  that  they 
could  not  have  been  formed  in  that 
dage  of  focial  life  where  men  con¬ 
tinue  divided  into  fmaU  tribes,,  un- 
accudomed  to  the  efforts  of  perfe- 
vering  indudry.  It  is  only  in 
dates  of  c.onfiderable  extent,  and 
among  people  long  habituated  to 
fubordination,  and  to  a£l  with  con¬ 
cert,  that  the  idea  of  fuch  magni¬ 
ficent  works  is  conceived,  or  the 
power  of  accomplifhing  them  can 
be  found. 

“  That  fome  fuch  powerful  date 
■  was  edablifhed  in  India  at  the  time 
when  the  excavations  in  the  idands 
of  Elephanta  and  Salfette  were 
formed,  is  not  the  only  concludon 
to  be  drawn  from  a  furvey  of  them; 
the  dile  in  which  the  fculptures 
with  which  they  are  adorned  is  exe¬ 
cuted,  indicates  a  condderable  imv 
provement  in  art  at  that  early  pe¬ 
riod.  Sculpture  is  the  imitative  art 
in  which  man  feems  to  have  made 
the  firft  trial  of  his  own  talents. 
But  even  in  thofe  countries  where 
it  has  attained  to  the  highed  degree 
of  perfection,  its  progrefs  has  been 
extremely  flow.  Whoever  has  at¬ 
tended  to  the  hidory  of  this  art  in 
Greece,  knows  how  far  removed  the 
drd  rude  eifay  to  reprefent  the  human 
form  was  from  any  complete  delinea¬ 
tion  of  it.  But  the  different  groupes 
of  figures  which  dill  remain, entire 
in  the  Pagoda  of  Elephanta,  how¬ 
ever  low  they  mud  rank  if  they  be 
compared  with  the  more  elegant 
works  of  Grecian  or  even  Etrufcan 
artids,  are  finidied  in  a  dile  cond- 
derably  fuperior  to  the  hard  inex- 
preffive  manner  of  the  Egyptians, 
or  the  figures  in  the  celebrated  pa¬ 
lace  of  Perfepolis.  In  this  light 
they  have  appeared  to  perfons  .  a- 
bundantly  qualified  to  appretiat.e 
their  merit,  and  from  different 

draw- 


I 


by  the  AN  Cl  ENT  INHABITANTS  of  INDIA.  [137} 


Irawings,  particularly  thofe  of  Nie¬ 
buhr,  a  traveller  equally  accurate 
in  obferving,  and  faithful  in  def- 
cribing,  we  mu  ft  form  a  favourable 
opinion  of  the  ftate  of  arts  in  India 
at  that  period. 

“  It  is  woorthy  of  notice,  that  al¬ 
though  feveral  of  the  figures  in  the 
caverns  at  Elephanta  be  fo  different 
from  thofe  now  exhibited  in  the 
Pagodas  as  obje<5ls  of  veneration, 
that  fome  learned  Europeans  have 
imagined  they  reprefent  the  rites  of 
a  religion  more  ancient  than  that 
now  eftablifhed  in  Indoftan,  yet  by 
the  Hindoos  themfelves  the  caverns 
are  confidered  as  hallowed  places  of 
their  own  worfhip,  and  they  ft  ill  re¬ 
fort  thither  to  perform  their  devo¬ 
tions,  and  honour  the  figures  there 
in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe  in 
their  own  Pagodas.  In  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this,  I  have  been  informed 
by  an  intelligent  perfon,  who  vifit 
ed  this  fubterraneous  famftuary  in 
the  year  1782,  that  he  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  fagacious  Brahmin,  a 
native  of  Benares,  who,  though  he 
had  never  been  in  it  before  that  time, 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  pa¬ 
rentage,  education,  and  life  of  every  * 
deity  or  human  figure  there  repre- 
fented,  and  explained  with  fluency 
the  meaning  of  the  various  fymbols 
by  which  the  images  were  diftin- 
guifhed.  This  may  be  confidered 
as  a  clear  proof  that  the  fyftem  of 
mythology  now  prevalent  in  Be¬ 
nares,  is  not  different  from  that  de¬ 
lineated  in  the  caverns  of  Elephan¬ 
ta.  Mr.  Hunter,  who  viftted  Ele¬ 
phanta  in  the  year  1784,  feems  to 
xmfider  the  figures  there  as  repre- 
fenting  deities  who  are  Bill  objects 
of  worfhip  among  the  Hindoos. 
One  circumftance  ferves  to  confirm 
the  juftnefs  of  this  opinion.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  moft  confpicuous  per- 
fonages  in  the  groupes  at  Elephanta 
are  decorated  with  the-  'Zennary  the 


facred  firing  or  cord  peculiar  to  the 
order  of  Brahmins,  an  authentic 
evidence  of  the  diftin£tion  of  cafts 
having  been  eftablifhed  in  India  at 
the  time  when  thefe  works  were 
finifhed. 

“  2.  Inftead  of  caverns,  the  origi¬ 
nal  places  of  worfhip,  which  could 
be  formed  only  in  particular  fitua- 
tions,  the  devotion  of  the  people 
foon  began  to  raife  temples  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  deities  in  other  parts 
of  India.  The  ftriKfture  of  thefe 
was  at  firft  extremely  fimple.  They 
were  pyramids  of  large  dimenfion, 
and  had  no  light  within  but  what 
came  from  a  final  1  door.  After 
having  been  long  accuftomed  to 
perform  all  the  rites  of  religion  in 
the  gloom  of  caverns,  the  Indians 
were  naturally  led  to  confider  the 
folemn  darknefs  of  Inch  a  manfion 
ax  facred.  Some  Pagodas  in  this 
firft  ftile  of  building  itill  remain  in 
Indoftan.  Drawings  of  two  of  thefe 
at  Deogur,  and  of  a  third  near 
Tanjore  in  the  Carnatic,  all  fabricks 
of  great  antiquity,  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  bv  Mr.  Hodges,  and  though 
they  are  rude  ftrujftures,  they  are 
of  filch  magnitude  as  mu  ft  have  re¬ 
quired  the  power  of  fome  confider- 
able  ftate  to  1  ear  them. 

“  3.  In  proportion  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  different  countries  of  India 
in  opulence  and  refinement,  the 
ftru6hire  of  their  temples  gradually 
improved.  From  plain  buildings 
they  became  highly  ornamented  fa¬ 
brics,  and,  both  by  their  extent 
and  magnificence,  are  monuments 
of  the  power  and  tafte  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  by  whnm  they  were  erected. 
In  •  this  highly  finifiied  ftile  there 
are  Pagodas  of  great  antiquity  in 
different  parts  of  Indoftan,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  foutheni  provinces, 
which  were  not  expofed  to  the  de¬ 
finitive  violence  of  Mahomedan 
zeal.  In  order  to  aifift  my  readers 


[i  58]  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  PROGRESS  in  the  ARTS 


in  forming  fuch  an  idea  of  thefe 
buildings  as  mav  enable  them  to 
judge  with  refpeil  to  the  early  Rate 
of  arts  in  India,  I  fhall  briefly  de- 
fnibe  two,  of  which  we  have  the 
molt  accurate  accounts.  The  en¬ 
try  to  the  Pagoda  of  Chiliambrum, 
near  Porto  Novo,  on  the  Coro¬ 
mandel  coaR,  held  in  high  venera¬ 
tion  on  account  of  its  antiquity,  is 
by  a  Rarely  gate  under  a  pyramid 
an  hundred  and  twenty- two  feet  in 
height,  built  with  large  Rones  above 
forty  feet  long,  and  more  than  five 
feet  fquare,  and  all  covered  with 
plates  of  copper,  adorned  with  an 
immenfe  variety  of  figures  neatly 
.executed.  The  whole  Rrudhire  ex¬ 
tends  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-two  feet  in  one  direction, 
and  nine  hundred  and  thirty-fix  in 
another.  Some  of  the  ornamental 
parrs  are  finifhed  with  an  elegance 
intkled  to  the  admiration  of  the 
moR  ingenious  artiRs.  The  Pago¬ 
da  Seringham,  fuperior  in  fandtity 
to  that  of  Chiliambrum,  furpaffes 
it  as  much  in  grandeur ;  and,  for¬ 
tunately,  I  can  convey  a  more  per¬ 
fect  idea  of  it  by  adopting  the  words 
of  an  elegant  and  accurate  hiRo- 
rian.  This  Pagoda  is  fituated  about 
a  mile  from  the  weRern  extremity 
of  the  ifland  of  Seringham,  formed 
by  the  divifion  of  the  great  river 
Caveri  into  two  channels.  “  It  is 
44  compofed  of  feven  fquare  inclofures 
44  one  within  the  other,  the  walls  of 
44  which  are  twenty- five  feet  high, 
44  and  four  thick.  Thefe  inclofures 
44  are  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
44  diRant  from  one  another^  and 
44  each  has  four  large  gates  with  a 
44  high  tower  ;  which  are  placed, 
44  one  in  the  middle  of  each  fide  of 
44  the  inclofure,  and  oppofite  to  the 
44  four  cardinal  points.  The  out- 
44  ward  wall  is  near  four  miles  in 
44  circumference,  and  its  gateway 
14  to  the  f'outh  is  ornamented  with 


44  pillars,  feveral  of  which  are  Angle 
44  Rones  thirty-three  feet  long,  and 
44  nearly  five  in  diameter;  an/d 
44  tbofe  which  form  the  roof  are 
44  Rill  larger:  in  the  inmoR  in- 
44  clofures  are  the  chapels.  About 
44  half  a  mile  to  the  eaR  of  Sering- 
44  ham,  and  nearer  to  the  Caveri 
44  than  the  Coleroon,  is  another 
44  large  Pagoda,  called  Jembikifma  ; 

44  but  this  has  only  one  inclofure. 

44  The  extreme  veneration  in  which 
44  Seringham  is  held,  arifes  from  a 
44  belief  that  it  contains  that  identi- 
44  cal  image  of  the  god  WiRchnu, 

44  which  ufed  to  be  worfhipped  by 
44  the  god  Brahma.  Pilgrims  from 
44  all  parts  of  the  peninfula  come  I 
44  here  to  obtain  abfolution,  and: 
44  none  come  without  an  offering 
44  of  money  ;  and  a  large  part  of 
44  the  revenue  of  the  ifland  is  allot- 
44  ted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
44  Brahmins  who  inhabit  the  Pago-  , 
44  da ;  and  thefe,  with  their  fami- 
“  lies,  formerly  compofed  a  multi- 
44  tude  not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  , 
44  fouls,  maintained,  without  labour, 

44  bv  the  liberality  of  fuperflition, 
44  Here,  as  in  all  the1  other  great 
44  Pagodas  of  India,  the  Brahmins 
44  live  in  a  fubordination  which 
44  knows  no  refiRance,  and  Humber 
44  in  a  voluptuoufnefs  which  knows 
44  no  wants.”  '  ; 

44  The  other  fpeciesof  public  build¬ 
ings  which  I  mentioned,  were  thofe 
erefted  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- ! 
try.  From  the  immenfe  plains  of 
of  IndoRan  there  arife,  in  different, 
parts*  eminences  and  rocks  formed 
by  nature  to  be  places  of  flrength. 
Of  thefe  the  natives  early  took  pof- 
feffion,  and  fortifying  them  with 
works  of  various  kinds,  rendered 
them  almoR  impregnable  Rations. 
There  Teems  to  have  been  in  fome 
diRant  age,  a  period  of  general  tur¬ 
bulence  and  danger  in  India,  when  , 
fuch  retreats  were  deemed  effential-  J 
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lv  neceflary  to  public  fafety  ;  for 
among,  the  duties  of  magiffrates 
prefcri bed  by  the  Pundits,  one  is, 
“  that  he  fhall  ereCt  a  ftrong  fort 
«  in  the  place  where  he  chufes  to 
“  refide  ;  and  fhall  build  a  wall  on 
“  all  the  four  Tides  of  it,  with  tow- 
“  ers  and  battlements,  and  {hall 
“  make  a  full  ditch  around  it.”  Of 
thefe  fortrefles  Teveral  remain, 
which,  both  from  the  appearance  of 
the  buildings,  and  from  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  natives,  muff  have  been 
conftruCted  in  very  remote  times. 
Mr.  Hodges  has  publifhed  views  of 
three  of  thefe,  one  of  Chunar  Gur, 
fituated  upon  the  river  Ganges, 
about  fixteen  miles  above  the  city  of 
Benares  ;  the  fecond,  of  Gwallior, 
about  eighty  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Agra  ;  the  third  of  Bidjegur,  in 
the  territory  of  Benares.  They  are 
all,  particularly  Gwallior,  works  of 
confiderable  magnitude  and  flrength. 
The  fortrefles  in  Bengal,  however, 
are  not  to  be  compared  with  Teveral 
jin'  the  Deccan.  AfTeergur,  Bur- 
j  ham  pour,  and  Dowlatabad,  are 
|  deemed  by  the  natives  to  be  impreg¬ 
nable  ;  and  I  am  affined,  by  a  good 
judge,  that  AfTeergur  is  indeed  a 
moll  flupendous  work,  and  To  ad- 
vantageouflv  fituated  that  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  reduce  it  by 
force. 

“  Nor  is  it  onlv  from  furveying 
*  -  • 

their  public  works  that  we  arejui- 
tified  in  afferting  the  early  profi¬ 
ciency  of  the  Indians  in  elegant  and 
lifeful  arts :  we  are  led  to  form  the 
fame  conclufion  by  a  view  of  thofe 
productions  of  their  ingenuity, 
which  were  the  chief  articles  of  their 
trade  with  foreign  nations.  Of  thefe 
the  labours  of  the  Indian  loom  and 
needle  have,  in  every  age,  been  the 
mod  celebrated  ;  and  fine  linen  is 
conjectured,  with  fome  probability, 
to  have  been  called  by  the  ancients 


Sindov,  from  the  name  of  the  river 
Indus  or  Sindus,  near  which  it  was 
wrought  in  the  higheff  perfection. 
The  cotton  manufactures  of  India 
Teem  anciently  to  have  been  as  much 
admired  as  they  are  at  prefent,  not 
only  for  their  delicate  texture,  but, 
for  the  elegance  with  which  fome 
of  them  are  embroidered,  and  the 
beautiful  colour  of  the  flowers  with 
which  others  are  adorned.  From 
the  earliefl  period  of  European  in- 
tercourfe  with  India,  that  country 
has  been  diftinguifhed  for  the  num¬ 
ber  and  excellence  of  the  fubflances 
for  dying  various  colours,  with 
which  it  abounded.  The  dye  of  the 
deep  blue  colour  in  higheff  eftima- 
mation  among  the  Romans  bore  the 
name  of  Jndicum.  From  India  too, 
the  fubflance  ufed  in  dying  a  bright 
red  colour,  feems  to  have  been  im¬ 
ported  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
both  in  the  cotton  and  filk  fluffs 
which  we  now  receive  from  India, 
the  blue  and  the  red  are  the  colours 
of  moll  confpicuous  Juffre  and 
beauty.  But  however  much  the 
ancients  may  have  admired  thefe 
productions  of  Indian  art,  fome  cir- 
cumffances,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  rendered  their  demand 
for  the  cotton  manufactures  of  India, 
far  inferior  to  that  of  modern  times  ; 
and  this  has  occasioned  the  inform¬ 
ation  concerning  them  which  we  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  Greek  and  Roman 
writers  to  be  very  imperfeCt.  We 
may  conclude,  however,  from  the 
wonderful  refemblance  of  the  ancient 
Hate  of  India  to  the  modern,  that, 
in  every  period,  the  productions  ot 
their  looms  were  as  various  as  beau¬ 
tiful.  The  ingenuity  of  the  Indians 
in  other  kinds  of  workman  fliip,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  metals  and  in  ivory,  is 
mentioned  with  praife  by  ancient 
authors,  but  without  any  particular 
defeription  of  their  nature.  Of  thefe 

early 
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early  prod  actions  of  Indian  artifts, 
there  are  now  fome  fpecimens  in 
Europe,  from  which  it  appears  that 
they  were  acquainted  with  the  me¬ 
thod  of  engraving  upon  the  hardefi 
Rones  and  gems  ;  and,  both  in  the 
elegance  of  their  defigns  and  in  neat- 
nefs  of  execution,  had  arrived  at  a 
confiderable  degree  of  excellence. 
An  ingenious  writer  maintains,  that 
the  art  of  engraving  on  gems  was 
probably  an  Indian  invention, 
and  certainly  was  early  improved 
there,  and  he  fupports  this  opinion 
by  feveral  plaufible  arguments. 
The  Indian  engraved  gems,  of  which 
he  has  publillied  defcriptions,  appear 
to  be  the  workmanfhip  of  a  very 
remote  period,  as  the  legends  on 
them  are  in  the  Sanforeet  language. 

“  But  it  is  not  only  from  the  im¬ 
proved  Rate  of  mechanic  arts  in 
India  (hat  we  conclude  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  have  been  highly  civilized  ; 
a  proof  of  this,  Rill  more  convincing, 
may  be  deduced  from  the  early  and 
extraordinary  productions  of  their 
genius  in  the  fine  arts.  This  evi¬ 
dence  is  rendered  more  interefiing, 
by  being  derived  from  a  fource  of 
knowledge  which  the  laudable  cu- 
ri-ofity  of  our  countrymen  has  open-’ 
ed  to  the  people  of  Europe  within 
thefe  few  years.  That  all  the  fcience 
and  literature  pofiefied  by  the  Brah¬ 
mins,  were  contained  in  books  writ¬ 
ten  in  a  language,  underfiood  by  a 


few  only  of  the  moR  learned  among 
them,  is  a  faCt  which  has  long  been 
known  ;  and  all  the  Europeans  fet¬ 
tled  in  India  during  three  centuries, 
have  complained  that  the  Brahmins 
obfiinately  refufed  to  infiruCt  any 
perfon  in  this  language.  But  at 
length,  by  addrefs,  mild  treatment, 
and  a  perfuafion.  that  the  earnefl- 
nefs  with  which  inflruCtion  was  fo-  j 
lirited,  proceeded  not  from  any  inr 
'tendon  of  turning  their  religion 
into  derifion,  but  from  a  defire  of 
acquiring  a  perfeCt  knowledge  of 
their  fciences  and  literature,  their 
fcruples  have  been  overcome.  Se¬ 
veral  Britifh  gentlemen  are  now 
completely  mailers  of  the  Sanfkreet 
language.  ,  The  mvfierious  veil, 
formerly  deemed  impenetrable,  is 
removed ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  five 
years,  the  curiofity  of  the  public  has 
been  gratified  by  two  publications 
as  lingular  as  they  were  unexpected. 
The  one  is  a  tranfiation,  by  Mr. 
Wilkins,  of  an  Epifode  from  the 
Mahaharat,  an  Epic  poem,  in  high 
efiimation  among  the  Hindoos, 
compofed,  according  to  their  ac¬ 
count,  by  Kreefhna  Dwypayen 
V eias,  the  mofi  eminent  of  all  their 
Brahmins,  above  three  thoufand 
years  before  the  Chrifiian  sera. 
The  other  is  Sacontala,  a  dramatic 
poem,  written  about  a  century  be¬ 
fore  the  birth  of  ChriR,  tranfiate^ 
by  fir  William  Jetties,” 
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ti  rnr^.HE  word  China ,  concern- 
Jj^  ing  which  I  {hall  offer 
fome  new  remarks,  is  well  known 
to  the  people,  whom  we  call  the 
Chine fe ;  but  they  never  apply  it 
(I  fpeak  of  the  learned  among  them) 
to  themfelves  or  to  their  countiy  : 
themfelves,  according  to  Father 
Vifdelou,  they  defcribe  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Han,  or  of  fome  other  illuffri- 
ous  family,  by  the  memory  of  whole 
aftions  they  flatter  their  national 
pride;  and  their  country  they  call 
chum  cue ,  or  the  central  kingdom , 
reprefenting  it  in  their  fymbolical 
characters  by  a  parallelogram  exact¬ 
ly  bifle&ed :  at  other  times  they 
diftinguifti  it  by  the  words  tien-bia , 
or  nvhat  is  under  heaven,  meaning 
all  that  is  valuable  on  earth. .  Since 
they  never  name  themfelves  with  mo¬ 
deration,  they  would  have  no  right  to 
complain,  if  they  knew,  that  Euro¬ 
pean  authors  have  ever  fpoken  of 
them  in  the  extremes  of  applaufe 
or  of  cenfure  :  by  fome  they  have 
been  extolled  as  the  olaeft  and  tne 
wifeft,  as  the  moft  learned  and  moft 
ingenious,  of  nations;  whilft  otneis 
have  derided  their  pretenfions  to 
antiquity,  condemned  their  govern¬ 
ment  as  abominable,  and  arraigned 
their  manners  as  inhuman,  without 
allowing  them  an  element  of  fcience, 
or  a  Angle  art,  for  .which  they  have 
not  been  indebted  to  fome  moi  e 
ancient  and  more  civilized  i  ace  or 
men.  The  truth  perhaps  lies, 
where  we  ufuallv  find  it,  between 
the  extremes ;  but  it  is  not  mv  de¬ 
sign  to  accufe  or  to  defend  the  Chi- 
nefe,  to  deprefs  or  to  aggrandize 


them  :  T  {hall  confine  m'yfelf  to  the 
difeuflion  of  a'queftion  conne&ed 
with  my  former  difeourfes,  and  far 
lefs  eafy  to  be  folved  than  any  hi¬ 
therto  ftarted.  “  Whence  came  the 
«  Angular  people,  who  long  had 
«  governed  China,  before  they  were 
44  conquered  by  the  Tartars  ?  ”  On 
this  problem,  the  folution  of  which 
has  no  concern,  indeed,  with  our 
political  or  commercial  interefts, 
but  a  very  material  connection,  if 
I  miftake  not,  with  interefts  of  a 
higher  nature,  four  opinions  have 
been  advanced,  and  all  rather  pe¬ 
remptorily  afferted,  than  fupported 
by  argument  and  evidence.  By  a 
few  writers  it  has  been  urged,  that 
the  Chinefe  are  an  original.  race, 
who  have  dwelled  for  ages,  if  not 
from  eternity,  in  the  land,  which 
they  now  poffefs  ;  by  others,,  and 
chiefly  by  the  miffionaries,  it  is  in  • 
Ailed,  that  they  {prang  from  the 
fame  flock  with  the  Hebrews  and 
Arabs  ;  a  third  affertion  is  that  of 
the  Arabs  themfelves  and  of  M. 
Pauw,  who  hold  it  indubitable,  that 
they  were  originally  Tartars  def- 
cending  in  wild  clans  from  the 
fteeps  of  Imaus ;  and  a  fourth,  at 
leaft  as  dogmatically  pronounced  as 
any  of  the  preceding,  is  that  of  the 
Brahmens,  who  decide,  without  al¬ 
lowing  any  appeal  from  theii  deci- 
Aon,  that  the  Chinas  (for  fa _ they 
are  named  in  Sanfcrit)  were  Hindus 
of  the  Cfliatriya,  or  military  clafs, 
who,  abandoning  the  privileges  of 
their  tribe,  rambled  in  different  bo¬ 
dies  to  the  north- eaft  of  Bengal  ; 
and,  forgetting  by  degrees  the  rites 

’  and 


[U2]  DISCOURSE  on  the  ORIGIN  of  the  CHINESE. 


and  religion  of  their  anceftors,  efta- 
blifhed  (eparate  principalities,  which 
were  afterwards  united  in  the  plains 
and  valleys,  which  are  now  poflefled 
by  them.  If  any  one  of  the  three 
laft  opinions  be  juft,  the  firft  of 
them  muft  necefiarily  be  relinquifh- 
ed  :  but  of  thofe  three,  the  firft: 
cannot  poftibly  be  fuftained ;  be- 
caufe  it  refh  on  no  firmer  fupport 
than  a  foolifh  remark,  whether  true 
or  falfe,  that  fern  in  Chinefe  means 
life  and  procreation  ;  and  becaufe 
a  tea-plant  is  not  more  different 
from  a  palm,  than  a  Chinefe  from 
an  Arab  :  they  are  men,  indeed,  as 
the  tea  and  the  palm  are  vegetables  ; 
but  human  fagacity  could  not,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  difcover  any  other  trace  of  re- 
iemblance  between  them.  One  of  the 
Arabs,  indeed,  an  account  of  whofe 
voyage  to  India  and  China  has  been 
tranflated  by  Renaudot,  thought  the 
Chinefe  not  only  handfomer  (ac¬ 
cording  to  his  ideas  of  beauty)  than 
the  Hindus,  but  even  more  like  his 
own  countrymen  in  features,  habi¬ 
liments,  carriage,  manners,  and  ce¬ 
remonies;  and  this  may  be  true, 
without  proving  an  actual  refemb- 
lance  between  the  Chinefe  and 
Arabs,  except  in  drefs  and  com¬ 
plexion.  The  ,  next  opinion  is 
more  connected  with  that  of  the 
Brahmens,  than  M.  Pauw,  proba¬ 
bly,  imagined;  for  though  he  tells 
Ms  exprefsly,  that  by  Scythians  he 
meant  the  Turks  or  Tartars;  yet 
the  dragon  on  the  flandard,  and 
fome  other  peculiarities,  from  which 
be  would  infer  a  clear  affinity  be¬ 
tween  the  old  Tartars  and  the  Chi¬ 
nefe,  belonged  indubitably  to  thofe 
Scythians,  who  are  known  to  have 
been  Goths ;  and  the  Goths  had 
Jnanileftly  a  common  lineage  with 
the  Hindus,  if  his  own  argument, 
in  the  preface  to  his  refearches,  on 
the  fimilarity  of  language,  be,  as 
all  paen  agree  that  it  is,  irrefrag* 


able.  That  the  Chinefe  were  an¬ 
ciently  of  a  Tartarian  ftock,  is  a 
propofition,  which  I  cannot  other- 
wife  difprove  for  the  prefent,  than 
by  infilling  on  the  total  diffimilarity 
of  the  two  races  in  manners  and  arts, 
particularly  in  the  line  arts  of  ima¬ 
gination,  which  the  Tartars,  by 
their  own  account,  never  cultiva~ 
ted;  but,  if  we  fhow  ftronggrounds 
for  believing,  that  the  firft  Chinefe 
were  actually  of  an  Indian  race,  it 
will  follow  that  M.  Pauw,  and  the 
Arabs  are  miftaken  :  it  is  to  the 
difcuffion  of  this  new  and,  in  my 
opinion,  very  interefting  point,  that 
I  lhall  confine  the  remainder  of  my 
difcourfe. 

“  In  the  Sanfcrit  inftitutes  of  civil 
and  religious  duties,  revealed,  as 
the  Hindus  believe,  by  Menu,  the 
fon  of  Brahma,  we  find  the  follow¬ 
ing  curious  pafiage  :  “  Many  fa- 

“  milies  of  the  military  clafs,  hav- 
“  ing  gradually  abandoned  the  ordi* 
“  nances  of  the  Veda,  and  the  com- 
“  pany  of  Brahmens,  lived  in  a  Hate 
“  of  degradation  ;  as  the  people  of 
u  Pundraca  and  Odra,  thofe  of  Dra- 
“  vira  and  Cambofa,  theYavanasand 
“  Sacas,  the  Paradas  and  Pahlavas,  the 
a  Chinas  and  fome  other  nations.’* 
A  full  comment  on  this  text  would 
here  be  fuperfluous  :  but,  fmce  the 
teftimony  of  the  Indian  author, 
who,  though  certainly  not  a  divine 
perfonage,  was  as  certainly  a  very 
ancient  lawyer,  moralifl,  and  his¬ 
torian,  is  direct  and  pofitive,  difint- 
terefted  and  unfufpedted,  it  would, 
I  think,  decide  the  queftion  before 
us,  if  we  could  be  fure,  that  the 
word  China  fignified  a  Chinefe,  as 
all  the  Pandits,  whom  I  have  fepa- 
rately  confulted,  aflert  with  one 
voice :  they  allure  me,  that  the 
Chinas  of  Menu  fettled  in  a  fine 
country  to  the  north-eaft  of  Gaur, 
and  to  the  eaft:  of  Camarup  and  Ne¬ 
pal  :  that  they  have  long  been,  and 
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dill  are,  famed  as  ingenious  anti- 
ficers  ;  and  they  had  themfelves 
feen  old  Chinefe  idols,  which  bore 
a  manifed  relation  to  the  primitive 
religion  of  India  before  Buddha’s 
appearance  in  it.  A  well-informed 
Pandit  fhowed  me  a  Sanfcrit  book 
in  Cafhmirian  letters,  which,  he 
faid,  was  revealed  by  Siva  himfelf, 
and  entitled  Saftifangama  :  he  read 
to  me  a  whole  chapter  of  it  on  the 
heterodox  opinions  of  the  Chinas, 
who  were  divided,  fays  the  author, 
into  near  two  hundred  clans.  I 
then  laid  before  him  a  map  of 
Alia  ;  and,  when  I  pointed  to  Cafli- 
mir,  his  own  country,  he  inftantly 
placed  his  finger  on  the  north-wed- 
ern  provinces  of  China,  where  the 
Chinas,  he  faid,  fird  eftablifhed 
themfelves;  but  he  added,  that 
Mahachina,  which  was  alfo  men- 
!  ,  tioned  in  his  book,  extended  to  the 
eadern  and  fouthern  oceans.  I  be¬ 
lieve,  neverthelefs,  that  the  Chinefe 
empire,  as  we  now  call  it,  was  not 
formed  when  the  laws  of  Menu 
were  colle&ed  ;  and  for  this  belief, 
fo  repugnant  to  the  general  opinion, 
I  am  bound  to  offer  my  reafons. 
If  the  outline  of  hiftory  and  chro- 
nology  for  the  lad  two  thoufand 
years  be  corredlly  traced,  (and  we 
mull  be  hardy  fcepticks  to  doubt  it) 
the  poems  of  Calida’s  were  compo- 
fed  before  the  beginning  of  our  era : 
now  it  is  clear,  from  internal  and 
and  external  evidence,  that  the  Ra- 
mayan  and  Mahabharat  were  confi- 
derably  older  than  the  produffions 
of  that  poet ;  and  it  appears  from 
the  ftyie  and  metre  of  the  Dherma 
Sadra  revealed  by  Menu,  that  it 
was  reduced  to  writing  long  before 
the  age  of  Vdlmic  or  Vyafa,  the  fe- 
cond  of  whom  names  it  with  ap- 
plaufe :  we  fhall  not,  therefore,  be 
thought  extravagant,  if  we  place 
the  compiler  of  thofe  laws  between 
a  thoufand  and  fifteen  hundred 


years  before  Chrift  ;  efpecially  as 
Buddha,  whofe  age  is  pretty  well 
afcertained,  is  not  mentioned  in 
them  ;  but,  in  the  twelfth  century 
before  our  era,  the  Chinefe  empire 
was  at  leafl:  in  its  cradle.  This  fad: 
it  is  neceffary  to  prove  ;  and  my 
firfl  witnefs  is  Confucius  himfelf. 

1  know  to  what  keen  fatire  1  diali 
expofe  myfelf  by  citing  that  phi- 
lofopher,  after  the  bitter  farcafms 
of  M.  Pauw  again!!  him  and  againft 
the  tranflators  of  his  mutilated,  but 
valuable,  works ;  yet  I  quote  with¬ 
out  fcruple  the  book  entitled  Lii 
Yu,  of  which  I  poffefs  the  original 
with  a  verbal  tranflation,  and  which 
I  know  to  be  diffidently  authentick 
for  my  pcefent  purpofe :  in  the  fe- 
cond  part  of\vhichCon-fut-fu  declares, 
that  u  Although  he,  like  other  men, 
“  could  relate,  as  mere  ledons  of 
“  morality,  the  hidories  of  the  firft 
“  and  fecond  imperial  houfes,  vet, 
u  for  want  of  evidence,  he  could 
“  give  no  certain  account  of  them.” 
Now,  it  the  Chinefe  themfelves  da 
not  even  pretend,  that  any  hido- 
rical  monument  exided,  in  the  age 
of  Confucius,  preceding  the  rife  of 
their  third  dynady,  about  eleven 
hundred  years  before  the  Chadian 
epoch  we  may  judlv  conclude,  that 
the  reign  of  Vuvam  was  in  the  in¬ 
fancy  of  their  empire,  which  hard¬ 
ly  grew  to  maturity  till  fome  ages 
after  that  prince  ;  and  it  has  been 
aderted  by  the  learned  Europeans, 
that  even  of  the  third  dynady, 
which  he  has  the  fame  of  having 
raifed,  no  unfufpedled  memorial 
can  now  be  produced.  It  was  not 
till  the  eighth  century  before  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour,  that  a  fmail 
kingdom  was  treated  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Shen-fi,  the  capital  of  which 
dood  nearly  in  the  thirty-fifth  de¬ 
gree  ot  northern  latitude,  and  about 
five  degrees  to  the  wed  of  Si-gan : 
both  the  country  and  its  metropolis 
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were  called  Chin  ;  and  /the  domi¬ 
nion  of  its  princes  was  gradually 
extended  to  the  eaft  and  well.  A 
king  of  Chin,  who  makes  a  figure 
in  the  Shahnamah  among  the  allies 
of  Afr  fiyab,  was  I  prefume,  a 
fovereign  of  the  country  juft  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  the  river  of  Chin, 
which  the  poet  frequently  names  as 
the  limit  of  his  eaftern  geography, 
feems  to  have  been  the  Yellow  river, 
which  the  Chinefe  introduce  at  the 
beginning  of  their  fabulous  annals: 
I  fhould  be  tempted  to  expatiate 
on  fo  curious  a  fubjeft  ;  but  the 
prefent  occafion  allows  nothing  fu- 
perfluous,  and  permits  me  only  to 
add,  that  the  Mangukhm  died,  in  the 
middle  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
before  the  city  of  Chin,  which  was 
afterwards  taken  by  Kublai,  and 
that  the  poets  of  Iran  perpetually  al¬ 
lude  to  the  dift rifts  around  it  which 
they  celebrate  with  Chegil  and  Kho- 
ten,  for  a  number  of  mulk-animals 
roving  on  their  hills.  The  territory 
of  Chin,  fo  called  by  the  old  Hin¬ 
dus,  by  the  Perfians,  and  by  the 
Chinefe  (while  the  Greeks  and 
Arabs  were  obliged  by  their  defect¬ 
ive  articulation  to  mifcall  it  Sin) 
gave  its  name  to  a  race  of  emperors, 
whofe  tyranny  made  their  memory 
fo  unpopular,  that  the  modern  in¬ 
habitants  of  China  hold  the  word  in 
abhorrence,  and  fpeak  of  themfelves 
as  the  people  of  a  milder  and  more 
virtuous  dynafty  ;  but  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  whole  nation  de- 
feended  from  the  Chinas  of  Menu, 
and,  mixing  with  the  Tartars,  by 
whom  the  plains  of  Honan  and  the 
more  fouthern  provinces  were  thin¬ 
ly  inhabited,  formed  by  degrees  the 
race  of  men,  whom  we  now  fee  in 
pofTeflion  of  the  nobleft  empire  in 
Alia. 

“  Infupportof  an  opinion,  which 
I  offer  as  the  refult  of  long  and  anxi¬ 
ous. inquiries,  I  fliall  regularly  pro¬ 


ceed  to  examine  the  language  and 
letters,  religion  and  philofophy,  of 
the  prefent  Chinefe,  and  fubjoin 
lome  remarks  on  their  ancient  mo¬ 
numents,  on  their  fciences,  and  on 
their  arts  both  liberal  and  mechani¬ 
cal  :  but  their  fpoken  language,  not 
having  been  preferved  by  the  ufual 
fymbols  of  articulate  founds,  muft 
have  been  for  many  ages  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  flux  ;  their  letters,  if  we  may 
fo  call  them,  are  merely  the  fymbols 
of  ideas ;  their  popular  religion 
was  imported  from  India  in  an  age 
comparatively  modem  ;  and  their 
philofophy  feems  yet  in  fo  rude  a 
ft  ate,  as  hardly  to  deferve  the  appel¬ 
lation  ;  they  have  no  ancient  mo¬ 
numents,  from  which  their  origin 
can  be  traced  even  by  plauftble  con¬ 
jecture  ;  their  fciences  are  wholly  ex¬ 
otick  ;  and  their  mechanical  arts 
have  nbthing  in  them  charafteriftick 
of  a  particular  family  ;  nothing, 
which  any  fet  of  men,  in  a  country 
fo  highly  favoured  by  nature,  might 
not  have  difeovered  and  improved. 
They  have  indeed,  both  national 
mu  fie  and  national  poetry,  and  both 
of  them  beautifully  pathetick  ;  but 
of  painting,  fculpture,  or  architec¬ 
ture,  as  arts  of  imagination,  they 
feem  (like  other  Afiaticks)  to  have 
no  idea.  Inftead  therefore,  of  en¬ 
larging  feparately  on  each  of  thofe 
heads,  f  fliall  briefly  inquire,  how 
far  the  literature  and  religious  prac¬ 
tices  of  China  confirm  or  oppofe 
the  propofition,  which  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced. 

“  The  declared  and  fixed  opinion 
of  M.  ,de  Guignes,  on  the  fubjeft 
before  us  is  nearly  connefted  with 
that  of  the  Brahmens  ;  he  main¬ 
tains,  that  the  Chinefe  were  emi¬ 
grants  from.  Egypt  ;  and  the  Egyp¬ 
tians,  or  Ethiopians,  (for  they  were 
clearly  ,  the  fame  people)  had  indu¬ 
bitably  a  common  origin  with  the 
old  natives  of  India,  as  the  affinity 
'  of 
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of  their  languages,  and  of  their  in- 

O  O  U 

ftitutions,  both  religious  and  politi¬ 
cal,  fully  evinces  :  but  that  China 
was  peopled  a  few  centuries  before 
cur  era  by  a  colony  from  the  banks 
of  the  Nile,  though  neither  Perfians 
nor  Arabs,  Tartars  nor  Hindus, 
ever  heard  of  fuch  an  emigration, 
is  a  paradox,  which  the  bare  author¬ 
ity  of  even  of  fo  learned  a  mail  can¬ 
not  fupport ;  and,  fmce  reafon 
grounded  on  faffs  can  alone  decide 
filch  a  queftion,  we  have  a  right  to 
demand  clearer  evidence  and  firong- 
er  arguments,  than  any  that  he  has 
adduced.  The  hieroglyphicks  of 
Egypt  bear,  indeed,  a  flrong  refem- 
blancetothe  mythological  fculptures 
and  paintings  of  India,  but  feem 
wholly  diffimilar  to  the  fymbolical 
fyftem  of  the  Chinefe,  which  might 
eafily  have  been  invented  (as  they 
affert)  by  an  individual,  and  might 
very  naturally  have  been  contrived 
by  the  firft  Chinas  or  out-caff  Hin¬ 
dus,  who  either  never  knew,  or  had 
forgotten,  the  alphabetical  charac¬ 
ters  of  their  wifer  anceffors.  As  to 
the  table  and  buff  of  Iks,  they  feem 
to  he  given  up  as  modern  forgeries ; 
but,  if  they  were  indifputably  ge- 
-nuine,  they  would  be  nothing  to  the 
purpofe  ;  for  the  letters' on  the  buff 
appear  to  have  been  defigned  as  al¬ 
phabetical  ;  and  the  fabricator  of 
them  (if  they  really  were  fabricated 
in  Europe)  was  uncommonly  happy, 
fince  two  or  three  of  them  are  exact¬ 
ly  the  fame  with  thofe  bn  a  metal 
pillar  yet  {landing  in  the  north  of 
India.  In  Egypt,  if  we  can  rely  on 
the  teflimony  of  the  Greeks,  who 
ffudied  no  language  but  their  own, 
there  were  two  lets  of  alphabetical 
characters  ;  the  6ne  popular,  like 
the  various  letters  ufed  in  our  Indian 
provinces  ;  and  the  other  facerdotal, 
like  the  Devanagari,  efpecially  that 
form  of  it,  which  we  fee  in  the  Ve¬ 
da  ;  befides  which  they  had  two 
1791* 


forts  of  facred  fculpture  ;  the  one? 
fimple,  like  the  figures  of  Buddha 
and  the  three,.  Ram  as  ;  and  the 
other,  allegorical,  like  the  images 
of  Ganefa,  or  divine  wifdom,  and 
Ham,  or  nature,  with  all  their  em¬ 
blematical  accompaniments  ;  but 
the  peal  character  of  the  Chinefe 
appears  wholly  dlftincf  from  any 
Egyptian  writing,  either  myfferious 
or  popular  ;  and,  as  to  the  fancy  of 
M.  de  Guignes,  that  the  complicated 
fymbols  of  China  were  at  firft  no 
more  than  Phenician  '  monograms, 
let  us  hope,  that  he  has  abandoned  fo 
wild  a  conceit,  which  he  flatted  pro¬ 
bably  with  no  other  view  than  to 
difplay  his  ingenuity  and  learning. 

“  We  have  ocular  proof,  that  the 
few  radical  characters  of  the  Chinefe 
were  originally  (like  our  aftronomi- 
cal  and  chymical  fymbols)  the  pic¬ 
tures  or  out-lines  of  vifible  objedH, 
or  figurative  figns  fcr  fimple  ideas, 
which  they  have  multiplied  by  the 
mofl  ingenious  combinations  and 
the  liveliefl  metaphors  ;  but,  as  the 
fvftem  is  peculiar,  I  believe,  to 
themfelves  and  the  Japanefe,  it 
would  be  idly  oflentatious  to  enlarge 
on  it  at  prefent  ;  and,  for  the  rea- 
fons  already  intimated,  it  neither 
corroborates  nor  weakens  the  opi¬ 
nion,  which  I  endeavour  to  fupport. 
The  fame  may  as  truly  be  faid  of 
their  fpoken  language  ;  for,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  its  conflant  fluctuation 
during  a  leries  of  ages,  it  has  the 
peculiarity  of  excluding  four  or 
five  founds,  which  other  nations  ar¬ 
ticulate,  and  is  clipped  into  mono- 
fyllables,  even  when  the  ideas  ex- 
prefled  by  them,  and  the  written 
fymbols  for  thofe  ideas,  are  very 
complex.  This  has  arifen,  I  fup- 
pofe,  from  the  lingular  habits  of 
the  people  ;  for,  though  their 
common  tongue  be  fo  muficaily 
accented  as  to  form  a  kind  of 
recitative,  yet  it  wants  thofe  gram- 
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matical  accents,  without  which 
all  human  tongues  would  appear 
monofyllabiqk  :  thus  Amita,  with 
an  accent  on  the  firft:  fyllable,  means, 
in  the  Sanfcrit  language,  immeafu- 
rable  ;  and  the  natives  of  Bengal 
pronounce  it  Omito  ;  but,  when 
the  religion  of  Buddha,  the  fon  of 
Mav:i,  was  carried  hence  into  Chi- 
na,  the  people  of  that  country,  un¬ 
able  to  pronounce  the  name  of  their 
new  God,  call  him  Foe,  the  fon  of 
Mo-ye,  and  divided  his  epithet 
Amita  into  three  lyllables  O-mi-to, 
annexing  to  them  certain  ideas  of 
their  own,  and  exp. 'effing  them  in 
writing  by  three  diftinct  fymbols. 
We  may  judge  from  this  inft-ance, 
whether  a  com  pari  fon  of  their  fpo- 
iken  tongue  with  the  dialefts  of  other 
nations  can  lead  to  anv  certain  con- 
clulion  as  to  their  origin  ;  vet  the 
inftance,  which  I  have  given,  fup- 
p'Jies  me  with  an  argument  from  ana¬ 
logy,  which  I  produce  as  conjectural 
only,  but  which  appears  more  and 
more  plaufible,  the  oftener  I  confi- 
der  it.  The  Buddha  of  the  Hindus 
is  unqueftionabJy  the  Foe  of  China; 
but  the  great  progenitor  of  the 
Chinefe  is  ailo  named  by  them  Fo- 
hi,  where  the  fecond  monofyllable 
iignifies,  it  feems,  a  victim  :  now  the 
anceftor  of  that  military  tribe, 
whom  the  Hindus  call  the  Chandra- 
vanfa,  or  children  of  the  Moon, 
was,  according  to  their  Puranas  or 
legends,  Buddha,  or  the  genius  of 
the  planet  Mercury,  from  whom,  in 
die  fifth  degree,  defcended  a  prince 
named  Druhya ;  whom  his  father 
Yayfti  fent  in  exile  to  the  eaft  of 
Hindu  ft  an,  with  this  imprecation, 
may  the  progeny  be  ignorant  of 
the  Veda.”  The  name  of  the 
ban i Hied  prince  could  not  be  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  modern  Chinefe  ; 
and,  though  I  dare  not  conjecture, 
that  the  laft  fyllable  of,  it  has  been 
changed  into  Yao,  I  may  neverthe- 


Jefs  obferve  that  Yao  was  the  fifth 

in  defcent  from  Fo-hi,  or  at  leaft  the. 

fifth  mortal  in  the  firft  imperial 

dynafty  ;  that  all  Chinefe  hifiorv  be- 
/  7  /  ✓ 
fore  him  isc.onfideje  1  by  the  Chinefe 

themfelves  as  poetical  or  fabulous ; 
that  his  father  Ti-co,  like  the  Indian 
king  Yavati,  .was  the  firft:  prince 
who  married  feveral  women  ;  and 
that  Fo-hi,  the  head  of  their  race, 
appeared,  fav  the  Chinefe,  in  a  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  weft,  and  held  hfe 
court  in  the  territory  of  Chin, 
where  the  rovers,  mentioned  by  the 
Indian  Jegiflator,  are  fuppofed  to 
have  fettled.  Another  circumftance 
in  the  parallel  is  very  remarkable  : 
according  to  father  De  Premare,  in 
his  trail  on  Chinefe  mythology,  the 
mother  of  Fo-hi  was  the  Daughter 
of  Heaven,  furnamed  Flower-loving  ; 
and  as  the  nymph  was  walking 
alone  on  the  bank  of  a  river  with  a 
fimilar  name,  fhe  found  herfelf  on  a 
Bidden  encircled  by  a  'rain-bow: 
foon  after  which  fhe  became  preg¬ 
nant,  and  at  the  end  of  twelve  years 
was  delivered  of  a  fon  radiant  as  her¬ 
felf,  who  among  other  titles,  had 
that  of  Sul,  or  Star  of  the  Tear. 
Now  in  the  mythological  fvllem  of 
the  Hindus,  the  nymph  Rohini,  who 
prefides  over  the  fourth  lunar  man- 
lion,  was  the  favourite  miftrefs  of 
Soma,  or  the  moon,  among  whofe 
numerous  epithets  we  find  Cumu- 
dan'ivaca,  or  delighting  in  a  fpecies 
of  water-flower,  that  blofloms  at. 
night  ;  and  their  offspring  was 
Budha,  regent  of  a  planet,  and  called 
alfo,  from  the  names  of  his  parents, 
Rauhineya  or  Saumya  :  it  is  true, 
that  the  learned  miflionary  explains 
the  word  Sui  by  Jupiter  ;  blit  an 
exafl  refemblance  between  two  fuch 
fables  could  not  have  been  expe&ed  ; 
and  it  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe, 
that  they  fee m  to  have  ^.family  like- 
nefs.  The  God  Budha,  fay  the  In¬ 
dians,  married  IH,  whole  father  was 
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preferved  in  a  miraculous  ark  from 
ah  univerfal  deluge:  now,  although 
I  cannot  infill  with  confidence,  that 
the  rain -bow  in  the  Chinefe  fable 
alludes  to  the  Mofaick  narrative  of 
the  flood,  nor  build  any  folid  argu¬ 
ment  on  the  divine'  perfonage  Niu- 
va,  of  whole  character,  and  even  of 
whole  lex,  the  hiftorians  of  China 
Ipeak  very  doubtfully,  I  may,  ne- 
verthelels,  a  flu  re  you,  after  full  in¬ 
quiry  and  confederation,  that  the 
Chinefe,  like  the  Hindus,  believe 
this  earth  to  have  been  wholly  co¬ 
vered  with  water,  which,  in  works 
of  undifputed  authenticity,  they 
defcribe  as  flowing  abundantly,  then 
lubfiding  and  feparating  the  higher 
from  the  lower  age  of  mankind ; 
that  the  divifion  of  time,  from 
which  their  poetical  hiltory  begins* 
juft  preceded  the  appearance  Fo-hi 
on  the  mountains  ot  Chin,  but  that 
the  great  inundation  in  the  reign  of 
Yao  was  either  confined  to  the  low¬ 
lands  of  his  kingdom,  if  the  whole 
account  of  it  be  not  a  fable,  or,  if  it 
contain  any  ailufion  to  the  flood  of 
Noah,  has  been  ignorantly  mifplaced 
by  the  Chinefe  annalifts. 

44  The  importation  of  a  new  re¬ 
ligion  into  China,  in  the  full  century 
of  oar  era,  muft  lead  us  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  former  fyftem,  whatever  it 
was.  had  been  found  inadequate  to 
the  purpofe  of  reftraining  the  great 
body  of  the  people  from  tliofe  of¬ 
fences  3gainft  confcience  and  virtue, 
which  the  civil  power  could  not 
reach  ;  and  it  is  hardly  pofiible  that, 
without  fuch  reftriCtions,  any  go¬ 
vernment  could  long  have  fubfifted 
with  felicity ;  for  no  government 
can  long  fubfift  without  equal  juft  ice, 
and  juftice  cannot  be  adminiftred 
without  the  fandtions  of  religion. 
Of  the  religious  opinions,  entertain¬ 
ed  by  Confucius  and  his  followers, 
we  may  glean  a  general  notion  from 
the  fragments  of  their  works  tranf- 


Jated  by  Couplet :  they  pro  felled  a 
firm  belief  in  the  fupreme  God,  and. 
gave  a  demonftration  of  his  being 
and  of  his  providence  from  the  ex- 
quifite  beauty  and  perfection  of  the 
celeftial  bodies,  and  the  wonderful 
order  of  nature  in  the  whole  fabrick 
of  the  vifible  world.  From  this  be¬ 
lief  they  deduced  a  fyftem  of  ethicks, 
which  the  philofopher  fums  up  in  a 
few  words  at  the  clofe  of  the  Lun- 
yu  :  “  he,”  fays  Confucius,  44  who 
44  fhall  be  fully  perfuaded,  that  the 
tl  lord  of  heaven  governs  the  uni- 
44  verfe,  who  fiiail  in  all  things  chufe 
44  moderation,  who  jfhall  perfectly 
44  know  his  own  fpecies,  and  fo  aCt 
44  among  them,  that  his  life  and  man- 
“■  ners  may  conform  to  his  know- 
44  ledge  of  God  and  man,  may  be 
44  truly  faid  to  difcharge  all  the  du- 
44  ties  of  a  fage,  and  to  be  far  ex- 
44  alted  above  the  common  herd  of 
44  the  human  race.'’  But  fuch  a  re¬ 
ligion  and  fuch  morality  could  never 
have  been  general;  and  we  find, 
that  the  people  of  China  had  an  an¬ 
cient  fyftem  of  ceremonies  and  fuper- 
ftitions,  which  the  government  and 
the  philofophers  appear  to  have  en¬ 
couraged,  and  which  has  an  appa¬ 
rent  affinity  with  fome  parts  of  the 
oldeft  Indian  worfhip  :  they  believed 
in  the  agency  of  genii,  or  tutelary 
fpirits,  prefiding  over  the  ftars  and 
the  clouds,  over  lakes  and  rivers, 
mountains,  valleys,  and  woods,  over 
certain  regions  and  towns,  over  all 
the  elements  (of  which,  like  the 
Hindus,  they  reckoned  five)  and 
particularly  over  fire,  the  moft  bril¬ 
liant  of  them:  to  thofe  deities  they 
offered  victims  on  high  p  aces ;  and 
the  following  paftage  from  the  Shi- 
cin,  or  Book  of  Odes,  is  very  much 
in  the  ftyle  of  the  Brahmans ; 
44  even  they,  who  perform  a  facri- 
44  fice  with  due  reverence,  cannot 
44  perfectly  a  flu  re  themfeives,  that 
44  the  divine  fpirits  accept  their  obla- 
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“  ttons  ;  a.^d  far  lefs  can  they,  who 
“  adore  the  Gods  with  languor  and 
ofcitancy,  clearly  perceive  their  fa- 
44  cred  illapfes.”  Thefe  are  imper- 
fedt  traces  indeed,  but  they  are  tra¬ 
ces,  of  an  affinity  between  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Menu  and  that  of  the  Chi¬ 
nas,  whom  he  names  among  the  spo¬ 
liates  from  it :  M.  le  Gcntil  obfrrv- 
ed,  he  favs,  a  ftrong  refemblance 
between  the  funeral  rites  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  and  the  Sraddha  of  the  Hin¬ 
dus;  and  M.  Eaillv,  after  a  learned 
inveftigation,  concludes,  that  44  even 
44  the  puerile  and  abfurd  ftories  of 
<4  the  Chinefe  fab u lifts  contain  a  rem- 
44  nant  of  ancient  Indian  hiftorv, 
44  with  a  faint  (ketch  of  the  flrft  Hin- 
44  du  ages.”  As  the  Bauddhas,  in¬ 
deed,  were  Hindus,  it  may  naturally 
be  imagined,  that  they  carried  into 
China  many  ceremonies  p  radii  fed  in 
their  own  country  ;  but  the  Baud¬ 
dhas  positively  forbad  the  immola¬ 
tion  of  cattle  :  yet  we  know,  that 
various  animals,  even  bulls  and  men, 
were  anciently  facrificed  by  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  ;  beftdes  which  we  discover  ma¬ 
ny  lingular  marks  of  relation  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  old  Hindus  :  as 
in  the  remarkable  period  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thoufarid, 
and  the  cycle  of  ftxty,  years ;  in  the 
prediledlion  for  the  myfiicaj  number 
nine :  in  many  fimilar  fafts  and  great 
feftivals,  especially  at  the  folftices 


and  equinoxes ;  in  the  juft-mention¬ 
ed  obfequies  confiding  of  rice  and 
fruits  offered  to  the  manes  of  their 
anceftors;  in  the  dread  of  dying 
childlefs,  left  ftich  offerings  fhould 
be  intermitted  ;  and,  perhaps,  m 
their  common  abhorrence  of  red  ob- 
jedls,  which  the  Indians  carried  fo 
far,  that  Menu  himfelf,  where  he 
allows  a  Brahmen  to  trade,  if  he 
cannot  otherwife  fupport  life,  abfo- 
lately  forbids  44  his  trafficking  in 

44  anv  fort  of  red  cloths,  whether 

^  ' 

44  Hnen  or  woollen,  or  made  of  wo- 
44  ven  bark.”  All  the  circumflan- 
ces,  which  have  been  mentioned  un¬ 
der  the  two  heads  of  literature  and 
religion,  feem  colledlively  to  prove 
(as  far  as  fuch  a  qneftion  admits 
proof)  that  the  Chinefe  and  Hindus 
were  originally  the  fame  people,  but 
having  been  feparated  near  four 
thoufand  years,  have  retained  few 
ftrong  features  of  their  ancient  con- 
fanguinity,  efpecially  as  the  Hindus 
have  preferred  their  old  language 
and  ritual,  while  the  Chinefe  very 
foon  loft  both,  and  the  Hindus  have 
ronftantlv  intermarried  among thenm 
felves,  while  the  Chinefe,  by  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  Tartarian  blood  from  the 
time  of  their  firft  eftablifhment, 
have  at  length  formed  a  race  diftindt 
in  appearance  both  from  Indians  and 
Tartars.” 


On  the  LAB  YRINTH  of. CRETE,  and  its  USE. 

[From  the  Sixth  Volume  of  the  Travels  of  Anacharfis  the  Younger  in 

Greece.] 

44  Y  Have  find  but  a  word  on  the 
famous  labyrinth  of  Crete; 

\  ut  the  little  I  have  faid  it  is  incum¬ 
bent  on  me  to  juftify. 

44  Herodotus  has  left '  us  a  de« 


fcription  of  that  which  he  had  feen 
in  Egypt,  near  the  lake  Meeris.  It 
confifted  of  twelve  large  contiguous 
palaces,  containing  three  thoufand 
ehambres,  fifteen  hundred  of  which 

were 
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were  underground.  Strabo,  Dio¬ 
dorus  Siculus,  Pliny,  and  Mela 
-fpeak  of  this  monument  with  the 
lame  admiration  as  Herodotus:  but 
not  one  of  them  tells  us  that  it  was 
confiruded  to  bewilder  thole  who 
attempted  to  go  over  it  ;  though  it 
is  manifeft  that,  without  a  guide, 
they  would  be  in  danger  of  lofmg 
their  wav. 

“  It  was  this  danger,  no  doubt, 
which  introduced  a  new  term  into 
the  Greek  language.  The  word 
labyrinth,  taken  in  the  literal  fenfe, 
fignifies  a  circumfcribed  fpace,  inter- 
feded  by  a  number  of  paftages, 
fome  of  which  crofs  each  other  in 
every  direction,  like  thole  in  quar¬ 
ries  and  mines,  and  others  make 
larger  or  1m  a  Her  circuits  round  t*.e 
place  from  which  they  depart,  like 
the  Ipiral  lines  we  lee  on  certain 
{hells.  In  the  figurative  fenfe,  it 
was  applied  to  obfcure  and  captious 
quefiions,  to  indired  and  ambiguous 
anfwers,  and  to  thole  difcuffions 
which,  after  long  digreffions,  bring 
us  back  to  the  point  irom  which  we 
fet  out.  \ 

“  Of  what  nature  was  the  laby¬ 
rinth  of  Crete  ? 

“  Diodorous  Siculus  relates  as  a 
conjecture,  and  Pliny  as  a  certain 
fad,  that  Daedalus  conftrnded  this 
labyrinth  on  the  model  of  that  of 
Egypt,  though  on  a  lefs  fcale.  They 
add,  that  it  was  formed  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Minos,  who  kept  the  Mi¬ 
notaur  Unit  up  in  it ;  and  that  in 
their  time  it  no  longer  exiffed,  hav¬ 
ing  been  either  deftroyed  by  time  or 
purpofely  demolifhed.  Diodorus 
Siculus  and  Pliny,  therefore,  conli- 
dered  this  labyrinth  as  a  large  edi¬ 
fice  ;  while  other  writers  reprefent 
it  Pimply  as  a  cavern  hollowed  in  the 
rock,  and  full  of  winding  paftages. 
The  two  former  authors,  and  ihe 
writers  lafl  mentioned,  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  two  different  traditions ; 


it  remains  for  11s  to  choofe  that 
which  is  moll  probable. 

“If  the  labyrinth  of  Crete  had  been 

confix  tided  by  Daedalus  under  Mir 
* 

nos,  whence  is  it  that  we  find  no 
mention  of  it,  neither  in  Elomer, 
who  more  than  once  fpeaks  of  that 
prince  and  of  Crete  ;  nor  in  Hero¬ 
dotus,  .who  defciibei  that  of  Egypt, 
after  having  Paid  that  the  monuments 
of  the  Egyptians  are  much  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  the  Greeks ;  nor  in  the 
more  ancient  geographers;  nor  in 
any  of  the  writers  of  the  ages  when 
Greece  fiourifhed  ? 

“  This  work  was  attributed  to 
Daedalus,  whofe  name  is  alone  fuf- 
ficient  to  defcredit  a  tradition.  In 
fad,  his  name,  like  that  of  Hercules, 
had  become  the  refource  of  igno¬ 
rance,  whenever  it  turned  its  eyes 
on  the  early  ages.  All  great  labours, 
all  works,  which  required  more 
firenoth  than  ineenuitv,  were  attri- 
bitted  to  Hercules  ;  aud  all  thofe 
which  had  a  relation  to  the  arts  and 
required  a  certain  degree  of  intelli¬ 
gence  in  the  execution,  were  afcrib- 
ed  to  Daedalus. 

“  The  opinion  of  Diodorus  and 
Pliny  fuppofes  that,  in  their  time, 
no  traces  of  the  labyrinth  exified  in 
Crete,  and  that  even  the  date  of  its 
deftrudion  had  been  forgotten.  Yet 
it  is  Paid  to  have  been  vifited  by  the 
difciples  of  Apollonius  of  Tyana, 
who  was  contemporary  with  thofe 
two  authois.  The  Cretans,  there¬ 
fore,  then  believed  they  poftefted  the 
labyrinth. 

“  I  would  requeft  the  reader  to 
attend  to  the  following  pafiage  in 
Strabo.  “  At  Nauplia,  near  the 
ancient  Argos,”  fays  that  judicious 
writer,  “  are  ftili  to  be  feen  vaft  ca¬ 
verns,  in  which  are  conftruded  la¬ 
byrinths  that  are  believed  to  be  the 
work  of  the  Cyclops :  the  meaning 
of  which  is,  that  the  labours  of  men 
had  opened  in  the  rock  paftes  which 
K  3  crofted 
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crofled  and  returned  upon  them- 
felves,  as  is  done  in  quarries.  Such, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken,  is  the  idea  we 
oueht  to  form  of  the  labyrinth  of 
Crete. 

“  Were  there  feveral  labyrinths 
in  that  ifland  ?  Ancient  authors 
fpeak  only  of  one,  which  the  greater 
part  place  at  Cnoffus  ;  and  fome, 
though  the  number  is  but  fmall, 
at  Gortyna. 

44  Belon  and  Tournefort  have  given 
us  the  defeription  of  a  cavern  fttuat- 
ed  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Ida,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  mountain,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  Gortyna.  This 
was  only  a  quarry,  according  to  the 
former,  and  the  ancient  labyrinth 
according  to  the  latter  ;  whofe  opi¬ 
nion  I  have  followed,  and  abridged 
the  account  he  has  given  in  my  text. 
Thofe  who  have  added  critical  notes 
to  his  work,  befides  this  labyrinth, 
admit  a  fecond  at  Cnoffus,  and  ad¬ 
duce,  as  the  principal  fupport  of  this 
opinion,  the  coins  of  that  city,  which 
reprefent  the  plan  of  it,  according  as 
the  art  ills  conceived  it.  For  on 
fome  of  thefe  it  appears  of  a  fquare 
form  ;  on  others  round  :  on  fome  it  is 
only  Sketched  out;  on  others  it  has, 
in  the  middle  ol  it,  the  head  of  the 
Minotaur,  In  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Academy  of  Belles  Lettres,  I  have 
given  an  engraving  of  one  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  of  about  the 
fifth  century  before  Chrift  ;  and 
on  which  we  fee,  on  one  fide,  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  the  Minotaur,  and  on  the 
other  a  rude  plan  of  the  labyrinth. 
It  is  therefore  certain  that,  at  that 
■  }me5  the  Ciioilians believed  they  were 


in  poffeffion  of  that  celebrated  ca¬ 
vern;  and  it  alfo  appears  that  the 
Gortynians  did  not  pretend  to  con- 
teft  their  claim,  fince  they  have  never 
given  the  figure  of  it  on  their  money, 
u  The  place  where  I  fuppofe  the 
labyrinth  of  Crete  to  have  been  fttuat^ 
ed,  according  to  Tou  rnefort,is  but  one 
league  diftant  from  Gortyna ;  and, 
according  to  Strabo,  it  was  diftant 
from  Cnoffus  fix  or  feven  .leagues. 
All  we  can  conclude  from  this  is, 
that  the  territory  of  the  latter  city 
extended  to  very  near  the  former. 

u  What  was  the  ufe  of  the  caverns 
to  which  the  name  of  labyrinth  was 
iven  ?  I  imagine  that  they  were 
rft  excavated  in  part  by  nature  ; 
that  in  fome  places  ftones  were  ex¬ 
tracted  from  them  for  building  ci¬ 
ties  ;  and  that,  in  more  ancient  times, 
they  ferved  lor  a  habitation  or  afy- 
him  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  diftridt 
expofed  to  frequent  incurftons.  In 
the  journey  of  Anacharfis  through 
P  hoc  is,  I  have  fpoken  of  two  great 
caverns  of  Parnafius  in  which  the 
neighbouring  people  took  refuge ;  in 
the  one  at  the  time  of  the  deluge  of 
Deucalion,  and  in  the  other  at  the 
invafion  of  Xerxes.  I  here  add  that, 
according  to  Diodorus  Siculus,  the 
moft  ancient  Cretans  dwelt  in  the 
caves  of  Mount  Ida.  The  people, 
when  enquiries  were  rqade  on  the 
fpot,  faid  that  their  labyrinth  was 
originally  only  a  ,prifon.  It  may 
have  been  put  to  this  life  ;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  believe  that,  to  prevent 
theefcapeofa  few  unhappy  wretches, 
fuch  immenfe  labours  would  have 
been  undertaken.- ” 


CURIOUS 
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CURIOUS  LETTER  from  the  EARL  of  SUSSEX  to  SIR  WILLTAM 
CECIL,  relating  to  the  unfortunate  MARY  QUEEN  of  SCOT¬ 
LAND. 

* 

[From  the  fecond  Volume  of  Illuftrations  of  Britifli  Hiflory,  Biogra-r 
phv,  and  Manners,  "in  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  Edward  VI.  Mary, 
Elizabeth,  and  James.  By  Edmund  Lodge,  Efq.  Purfuivant  of  Arms, 
and  F.  S.  A.] 


*i  T"  TPON  yor  requeste  and  pro- 

IqJ  mvfe,  made  in  yor  lre  of  the 
xvi'h,  I  wyll  wryte  to  you  fully  what 
by  eny  meanes  I  conceyve  in  this 
grete  mattr :  althowghe  the  gretenes 
of  the  caufe,  in  respecte  of  the  pfone 
whole  it  is,  the  ynconstancv  Sc  lot 
telness  of  the  pepell  with  whom  we 
deale,  and  the  lyttell  accompte  made 
allwayes  of  n^y  fvmple  jugementj 
geve  me  good  occasyon  :  And,  ther- 
for  (excepte  it  be  to  the  Quene’s 
Ma e,  from  whom  I  wowld  not 
wyshe  eny  thowght  of  my  harte  to 
be  hydden)  I  looke  for  p  formance 
of  yor  promvse. 

“  This  matter  muste  at  lengthe 
take  end,  ether  by  fynding  the  S. 
Quene  gyltye  of  the  crymes  that  be 
objeded  ageypst  her,  or  by  some 
manner  of  composytyon  w  a  shewe 
of  savying  her  honor.  T  he  fyr  te 
I  thynke  wyll  hardely  be  attempted 
for  i  i  causes:  The  one,  for  that  yf 
her  adverse  p~tee  accu-e  her  of  the 
murther  by  prodticyng  of  her  Te% 
she  wyll  deny  them,  and  accuse  the 
moste  of  them  of  manyfeste  co" sent 
to  the  murther,  hardely  to  be  deny- 
ed  ;  so  as,  upon  the  try  all  on  bothe 
sydes,  her  proofes  wyll  judycyally 
lalle  beste  owte,  as  it  is  thowght  : 
The  other,  for  that  ther  yonge 
Rynge  is  of  tender  and  vveake  yere's 
and  state  of  bodye  ,*  and  yf  God 
showld  calle  hym,  and  ther  Queue 
were  judycyally  defaced  &  dysho- 
noured,  and  her  sonne,  in  respecte  of 


her  wyclcednes,  admytted  to  the 
Crowne,  Hambleton,  upon  his 
deathe,  showld  fuccede ;  wch  as 
Murrey’s  factyon  utterly  deteste,  so, 
after  her  publvke  defamatyon,  they 
dare  not  (to  avoyde  Hambleton) 
receyve  her  ageyne  for  fere  of  re¬ 
venge  :  And,  therefore,  to  avoyde 
these  grete  perells  they  suerly  en« 
tend  (so  ferre  as  by  eny  meanes  I 
can  discover)  to  labor  a  co^posy- 
tyon  ;  wherein  Lydyngton  was  a 
dealer  here  ;  hathe  by  meanes  delte 
w  the  Scottyshe  Quene  ;  and  wyll 
allso,  I  thynk,  deale  ther  ;  and  to 
that  end  I  beleve  you  shall  short ely 
here  of  MeNyn  *  there,  who  I 
thynk  be  the  instrument  betwene 
Murrey,  Lydyngton,  &  ther  Quene, 
to  worke  tins  co  posy ty on  ;  wher- 
unto  I  thynk  suerely  bothe  phyes 
to  enclyne,  althowghe  dyversly  af¬ 
fected  for  pry  vat  e  respects. 

“  Th’  Erie  of  Murrev,  and  his 

1  0  r 

factyon,  work  that  ther  Qnene 
wowld  nowe  wyllyngly  surrender 
to  her  sonne,  after  the  example  of 
Naverrc  ;  end  procure  the  confyrm- 
yng  of  the  regency  in  Murrey  ;  and 
therwf  admytt  Hambleton,  and  his 
factyon,  to  tdace  of  councell  accord- 
yng  to  ther  stats  ;  and  to  remayne 
in  England  herfelf,  wc  her  dowry 
of  Fraunce,  wherunto  I  thynk  they 
wowld  also  adde  a  portyon  owt  of 
Scotland  :  And  yf  she  wowld  agree 
to  this,  I  thynk  they  wowld  not 
only  forbere  to  toche  her  in  honor, 


“  *  Sir  Robert  Melvil,  brother  to  the  author  of  the  Memoirs.  He  was  much  trufted 
Ey  Mary  at  this  time,  and  is  (ufpeCled,  perhaps  unfairly,  of  having  betrayed  her. 
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but  also  delyver  to  her  all  mattrs 
that  they  have  to  charge  her,  and 
denownce  her  clere  by  plament  ; 
and  therwc  put  her  in  hope,  not 
only  to  receyve  her  -  ageyne  to 
Irer  royal!  estate  yf  her  sonne  bv.e, 
but,  also,  upon  some  proofs  of  the 
forget tyng  of  her  displesuer,  to  pro¬ 
cure  in  short e  tvme  that  she  may 
be  restored  in  her  sonne’s  life,  and 
Jae  to  gyve  place  to  her  lyfe  ;  and  vf 
she  wyll  not  surrender,  it  is  thowght 
Murrey  vvylje  allowe  of  her  resty- 
tution,  and  abode  in  England,  so  as 
he  maye  coAynewe  Regent  The 
Hambletons  seeke  that  the  yonge 
Kyng’s  auctoryte  should  be  disanul- 
ied  ;  the  hurts  don  on  ether  syde 
tecopensed  ;  and  the  Queue  restor¬ 
ed  to  her  crowne,  and  to  remayne 
in  Scotland:  And  yet,  in  respecte 
of  her  mysgovnment,  they  be  con¬ 
tented  that  she  show  Id  be  goC ned 
by  a  councell  of  the  nobylyte  of  that 
rtalme,  to  be  appointed  here  ;  in 
wch  councejl  ther  showld  be  no  su¬ 
perior  in  auctoryte  or  place  appoint¬ 
ed,  but  that  every  noble  man  showld 
hold  his  place  accordyng  to  his 
state;  and  that  the  Quene’s  Mate 
showld  compone  all  dvfferences 
from  tyme  to  tyme,  amongste  them. 
And,  to  avoyde  dyfference  and  pe- 
rell,  there  Queue  showld  have  cer- 
ten  howses  ot  no  force  ;  and  a  por- 
cyon  to  maynteyne  her  estate  :  And 
the  castells  of  Edenboroughe,  Ster- 
lyng,  &  Dun  bar  re,  and  other  pryn- 
eypalJ  forts  of  the  realme,  to  be  dely- 
ye.ied  into  the  hands  of  nprvght 
noble  men,  that  lened  to  no  "lac- 
tyori.  ;  to  be  sworn e  to  hold  in  sorte 
to  be  prescribed  ;  and  that  the  hole 
noblyte  of  Scotland  showld  svyere 
amyte,  and  showld  testvfye  the  same 
under  ther  hands  &  scales  :  And  that 
the  Quene’s  Ma c  showld  take  as¬ 
surance  for  pTonnance  ;  and  have 
the  brvngyng  up  of  the  yonge 
'y  e  in  England,  by  nobylyte  of 
England  or  Scotland,  at  her  appoynt- 


ment :  And,  fo  as  this  might  take 
effecte,  I  thynk  they  rnyght  easyly 
be  induced  to  consent  ther  Quene 
showld  aiso  remayne  in  England,  &; 
have  her  dowrye  of  Frannce,  and 
a  portyon  owte  of  Scotland,  to 
mayntene  her  state  and  her  son¬ 
ne’s,  in  places  to  be  appoynted  by 
the  Quene’s  Ma'e. 

“  Thus  do  you  see  howe  thefe  u 
factyons  for  their  private  caufes  tosse 
bet  wen  e  them  the  crowne  and  pub- 
lyke  affayers  of  Scotland,  &  howe 
nere  they  be  to  agree  yf  ther  pry- 
vate  causes  were  not ;  *  &  care 
nether  for  the  mother  nor  the  <*hyld 
(as  I  thynk  before  God)  but  to 
serve  ther  owne  turnes.  Nether 
wyll  Murrey  lyke  of  eny  order 
wheiby  he  showld  not  be  Regent 
styled  ;  nor  Humbleton  of  eny  order 
wherby  lie  showld  not  be  as  yrete, 
or  gietter,  in  govnment  then  Mur¬ 
rey  :  bo  as  the  gov' nment  is  pres- 
sently  the  matter,  what  so  ever  they 
say  was  heretofore  the  cause  ;  and, 
therefore,  it  vvylbe  good  we  forgett 
not  our  p'te  in  this  tragedye. 

“  The  opynyon  for  the  tytell  to 
the  Crowne,  after  the  death  of  ther 
Quene  and  her  sonne,  is  dyversiv 
carryed,  as  the  jTtyes  be  affected  to 
these  tw7o  factyons.  The  Hamble¬ 
tons  affiyrme  the  Duke  of  Chaty- 
lerovve  to  be  the  nexte  aver  by  the 
lawes  :  Tire  other  factyon  save  that 
the  yonge  Kynge,  by  his  corona- 
tyon,  &  mother’s  furrender,  is 
ryghtfullv  invested  of  the  Crowne  of 
Scotland;  whereby  his  nexte  ayer 
in  bloodd  is,  by  the  lawes,  nexte 
ayer  also  to  the  Crowne;  and  ther- 
by  the  Duke  avovded.  The  ferg 
of  this  devyce  maketh  Hambleton 
to  withstand  the  Kyng’s  tytell  for 
the  suerty  of  his  owne,  &  the  Re* 
gency  of  Murrey  in  respecte  of  his 
clayme  to  be  GoC nor,  as  nexte  aver 
to  the  Crowne ;  for  wch  causes,  it  is 
Ivkely  Dambleton  wyll  hardely 
yeld  to  the  on  or  the  other ;  and  yet 

Jearues 
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sames  Macgylle  *,  an  assured  man 
>  Morton,  talks  wr  me  secretly  of 
lis  matter  ;  and  (defendyng  the 
pght  of  the  Erie  of  Lenoyse’  sonne, 

5  nexte  ayer  in  bloodd  to  the 
ounge  Kynge)  confessed  to  me 
lat  he  thovveht  bycase  it  came  bv 

o  J  j 

le  mother  it  muste  retorne  by  the 

I  we  to  the  mother's  svde,  wch  was 
lambleton ;  but  it  wowld  put 
lany  men  on  horsback  before  it 
rere  p  formed  ;  wherby  you  may 

what  leadethc  in  Scotland, 
'her  is  some  secret  envve  betwene 

J  ^ 

ydyngtqn  and  Macgylle  ;  and,  as 
thynke,  vf  they  agree  not  by  the 
ray,  ve  shall  fynd  Lydvngton  holly 
ent  to  afposytyon,  &  Macgylle,  of 
imselfe,  otherwayes  enclyned  :  Yf 
le  Queue’s  Mate  wowld  assure  ther 
cfcnce  ye  maye  deale  w‘l  bothe  as 
ou  see  cause. 

u  Thus  ferre  of  that  I  have  ga- 
iered  by  them;  wherin,  yf  they 
0  not  alter,  I  am  fare  I  do  not  erre. 
tnd  now,  tochyng  my  opynyon  of 
te  matte  (not  by  waye  of  advvse, 
ut  as  impartyng  to  you  what  I  con- 
eyve)  1  thynke  suerly  no  ende  can 
e  made  good  for  England  excepte 
be  pson  of  the  S.  Quene  be  deteyn- 
d,  bv  on  meanes  or  other,  in  Eng- 
md.  Of  the  two  ends  before  wryt- 

i  J 

en  I  thvnke  the  fvrste  to  be  beste  in 

j  j 

II  refpects  for  the  Quene’s  Mare, 
f  Murrey  wyll  produce  such 
aattr  as  the  Quene’s  Matc  maye, 
>y  vertue  of  her  superyoryte 
•ver  Scotland,  fynd  judycyally  the 
.  Queue  gylty  of  the  mu  i  t  her  of 
er  husband,  and  therwc  detevne 
er  in  England  at  the  charges  of 
Gotland,  and  allow  of  the  crown- 
ng  of  the  vonge  Kynge,  and  Re- 
ei)cy  of  Murrey:  Wherunto  yf 


Hambleton  wyll  submytt  himfelf,  it 
were  well  don,  for  avoydyng  of  his. 
dependancy  upon  Fraunce,  to  re- 
ceyve  him,  wr  provysyon  for  indem¬ 
nity  e  of  his  ty tell ;  and  yf  he  wyll 
not,  then  to  assyste  Murrey  to  pse- 
cute  him  and  his  ad  here'  ts,  by  co~- 
fyscatyon,  &c.  Yf  this  wyll  not 
falle  oivt  suffycyently  (as  1  dowte  it 
wyll  not)  to  determyne  judycyally, 
yf  she  denye  her  lrei ;  then  suerly  I 
thynk  it  beste  to  procede  by  co~po« 
svtyon,  w£owte  shew  of  eny  mean- 
vng  to  procede  to  tryall;  and  heryu 
as  it  shalbe  the  surest  wave  for  the 
Qd  Ma  e  to  procure  the  S.  Quene  to 
surrender,  &c.  yf  that  maye  be 
browght  to  passe,  so,  yf  she  wyll  by 
no  meanes  be  induced  to  surrender, 
and  wyll  not  end  excepte  she  may  be 
in  some  degree  restored,  then  I 
thynk  it  fete  to  cosyder  theryn these 
mattrs  folio wyng. 

“  Fvrste,  to  provyde  for  her,  and 
her  sonne,  to  remavne  in  England 
at  the  charges  of  Scotland. 

u  Secondly,  to  maynteyne  in 
strengthe  and  auctorite  Murrey’s 
factyon,  as  much  as  may  be,  so"as 
they  oppresse  not  unjustly  Hamble¬ 
ton. 

u  Thyrdely,  to  compone  the 
causes  betwene  Murrey  andUamble-. 
ton,  &  ther  adherents  ;  and  to  pro¬ 
vyde  for  Hambleton’s  indemnyte  in 
the  matter  of  the  tytell,  to  avoyde  his 
dependency  of  Fraunce. 

“  Forthely,  that  the  Quene’s 
Mate  order  all  dyfferences  that  fhall 
aryse  in  Scotland ;  &,  to  that  end, 
have  securyte  of  bothe  sydes. 

“  Fyftely,  yf  Hambleton  wyll 
wyllfully  dyscent  from  order,  it  is 
better  to  assyste  Murrey  in  the  p“se~ 
cutyng  of  Hambleton  by  co'fyscaty- 


u  *  James  Macgill,  Clerk  of  the  Rolls  ( Clericus  Rotulorum  Regish-i').  He  was  sent  to 
)  London  soon  after,  accompanied  by  Lethington,  to  sure  for  Elizabeth’s  sanction  to 
srtain  conditions  which  Murray  had  proposed  for  his  own  indemnification,  in  case  he 
inuld  proceed  to  the  formal  accusation  of  the  Queen  of  Scots,  it  is  well  known  that 
jizabeth’s  refusal  prevented  any  further  proeedings." 
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on,  althoughe  he  fly  therfore  to 
Fra  mice,  then  to  put  Murrey  eny 
waves  in  perell  of  wekenyng. 

*«  And,  lastly,  to  foresee  that 
thefs  Scotts  on  bothe  sydes  packe  not 
together,  so  as  to  unvvrappe  (under 
collet  .of  this  co  posytyon)  ther  mys- 
tres  owte  of  all  present  slau riders, 
purge  her  openly,  shew  themselfes 
satvsfyed  wl  her  abode  here,  and, 
w  in  shorte  tyme  aftr,  ether  by  re- 
concylement  or  the  dethe  of  the 
chyld,  joyne  together  to  demaunde 
pf  *  the  Queue  the  delyvery  home  of 


there  Queue  to  governe  her  owne 
reahne,  she  also  making  the  lyke  re- 
queste;  and  then  the  Quene,  hav.yng 
no  juste  cause  to  deteyne  her,  be 
bownd  in  honor  to  retorne  her  into 
her  realme,  and,  for  mattrs  that  in 
this  tyme  shall  passe,  have  her  a 
mortall  enemy  for  ever  afterf.  And 
thus,  ceassynng  to  troble  you  env  fur¬ 
ther,  I  wyshe  to  you  as  to  myself.’- 
From  Yorke,  the  xxn  of  October, 
1568. 

Yq ’s,  most  assum'd, 

T.  SUSSEX.” 


ACCOUNT  of  an  EXCURSION  into  SCOTLAND  in  the  Sixteenth 
Century,  exhibiting  a  Pifture  of  the  Depredations  committed  on  the 
Scottifh  and  Englifh  Borders  before  the  Union. 
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ei  TjT'Orafmuche  as  I  wolde  not 
,JP  be  forgettfull  of  my  deutie  to 
yo*  Lordship,  I  have  thought  good 
to  troble  you  with  these  my  letters  ; 
adv  tisin°  yor  Honor  the  hole  dis- 
course  of  o  enterprises  here  donn 
svthens  or  coming  into  these  partis*. 
First,  my  Lord  Le  ed 


with  my  Lord  Hunsdon,  and 
hundreth  armed  pykes  and  tow 
from  Wark,  the  xvulh  of 
Aprill,  intred  into  the  realme  of 
Scottlande ;  and  did  burne  and  spoyle 
all  alonge  the  ryver  of  Rowle,  and 
the  water  of  Cale,  and  camped  that 
night  at  Gedworth.  The  next 
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“  f  It  is  a  conjecture  perhaps  not  entirely  romantic,  that  Elizabeth’s  future  conduct  on 
this  great  occasion,  so  nearly  according  with  the  Earl’s  advice,  was  determined  by  this 
identical  letter.  That  0 moderation  alone,  not  to  mention  the  profound  wisdom  and 
policy  displayed  by  the  writer,  the  clear  and  cohcise  account  given  of  the  affairs  of  Scot¬ 
land  at  that  remarkable  period,  or  the  admirable  terms  in  which  the  whole  is  couched, 
renders  it  an  inestimable  curiosity.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  here  that  Mary  had 
been  for  some  months  a  prisoner  in  England,  and  that  the  Earl  of  Sussex  was  one 
of  the  Commissioners  now  sitting  at  York  for  the  judicial  investigation  of  the  charges 
brought  against  her  by  Murray.’*  ,  <,  A 

*  This  curious  ancient  gazette  contains  a  journal  of  the  furious  inroad  made  by 
Sussex,  called  here  the  .Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Hunsdon,  in  i57°*  The  pretence 
for  this  expedition  was  the  chastisement  of  the  clans  of  Carre,  or  Ker,  and 
Scot,  which  had  lately  committed  some  depredations  on  the  English  borders;  but  the 
true  motive  was  to  awe  the  few  remaining  friends  of  Mary,  and  to  prevent  them  hotni 
uniting  while. the  regency  remained  vacant.  Elizabeth  issued  a  proclamation  upon  this 
occasion,  declaring  her  inviolable  friendship  to  the  Scottish  nation,  but  setting  fortn 
the  necessity  of  punishing  some  particular  offenders  ;  and  this  was  repeatedly  rear 
at  the  head  of  an  army  which  was  then  employed  in  desolating  the  eaff  and.  west 
borders'  The  circumstances  which  attended  this  invasion  have  escaped  the  notice  ol 
historians ;  Even  Camden,  who  lived  at  the  time,  makes  no  mention  of  so,  horritue  and 
uncommon  a  spoil.” 
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norning  he  marched  to  Fernehurst, 
md  overthrew  it;  and  so  burned 
ind  spoyled  ail  along  the  ryver  of 
ryvyett ;  and  so  to  Hawick,  and 
nirned  and  spoyled  it.  The  next 
lay  he  overthrew  the  strong  howse 
)f  the  Lorde  of  Burcleughe,  called 
Irencksome ;  and  from  thense  to 
Sed rowel  1,  a  howse  of  Sr  Andrew 
Tumble,  and  overthrew  it;  with 
lyvers  other  notable  towers  and 
lowses  all  alonge  those  rvvers  afore 
lamed  ;  The  next  night  we  retired 
o  Ged  worth,  where  we  camped 
yaine.  The  next  mornvng  wedis- 
odged  and  burnt  all  the  cuntre 
ilonge  the  ryver  of  Bowbanck,  and 
>urnt  and  spoyled  the  hole  c.untre  as 
re  marched  ;  and  came  back  that 
light  tq  Kelsay.  Thenombrof  the 
ownes  and  villages,  by  estimacon, 
vas  above  fyve  hundreth ;  theterhor 
>f  the  whiche  caused  the  resteof  the 
untre  to  cume  and  offer  their  sub- 
nission  to  my  Lord  LevetenTte, 
vith  all  the  frendshipp  and  service 
hey  cold  do  to  hym  and  to  hys  ; 
nd  so  we  re  tyred  ourfelves  back 
.gaine  for  that  tvme ;  so  that  we 
ested  o'selves  thre  or  fower  daies. 
The  xxv  t  rh  day,  my  Ford  Leve- 
ennte  being  at  Warke,  accompanid 
vithe  the  hole  bandes  of  fotemen, 
ttid  one  thousands  horse,  withe  thre 
latterie  peces  and  tow  sacris,  went 
o  the  sege  of  Llonie/  where  he 
planted  his  batterie;  where,  within 
welve  houres  after  the  batterie  was 
>lanted,  the  castle  was  surrendred  to 
lym  symplie,  being  within  yt  tow 
lundreth  and  fortie  souldiours ;  so 
he  souldiours  deputed  owt  of  yt  in 


there  hose  and  dobletts:  Suerly,  my 
horde,  yf  I  had  the  charge  with 
fyftie  souldiours,  I  wolde  have 
thought  me  worthie  to  have  bene 
hanged,  drawne,  and  quartred,  yf 
I  had  delyvered  yt  within  the  moneth 
sege;  My  Lorde  hath  appoynted 
M  Wood  his  bande,  and  Mr  Pyke- 
man  his  band,  tow  of  the  bandes  of 
Barwick,  to  have  the  kepyng  of  yt ; 
and  so  my  Lord  retyred  back  againe 
to  Barwick,  to  refresh  hymfelfe  and 
his  companve. 

“  Ifm,  the  imth  daye  of  May  he 
sent  owte  certeine  bandes  of  horse¬ 
men,  and  also  certeine  fotemen,  to 
marche  towardes  Fastecastle,  whiche, 
immediatlie  uppon  the  horsemen’s 
cominge,  yedled  themselves  symplie  ; 
and  ther  yS  also  certeine  garrison  ap¬ 
poynted  there  for  the  kepyng  of  yt. 
Assured  lie,  my  Lorde,  all  the  hole 
cuntre  here  _  fubmytt 

themfeivt  s  to  my  Lorde 

Haddington  newes 

that  hathe  here  happened  sythens  or 
arrwall  here  ;  and,  as  occasion  shall 
happen,  I  shall  adv~ tyse  yo'  Lordship 
from  ty  me  to  tyme  as  I  can  gett  con¬ 
venient  messengers.  Thus,  leving 
to  treble  yor  Lordship  ane  further, 
I  confitt  you  to  the  Almightie,  who 
ever  p~serve  you  in  helth  and  long 
lyfe,  withe  increafe  of  grert  ho¬ 
nor.”  Frome  Barwick,  this  v  h  of 

May.  ! 

Yor  Lordlhippe’s  at  coniaund- 
ment  for  evr, 

Robt.  Constable. 

To  the  right  hon  able  and  his  most  sspeshall 
good  Lorde  th'  Erie  of  Shrosbury  gyve  this . 

In  hast,  hast ,  hast 


M  I  S- 
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EXPERIMENTS  relating  to  the  MANAGEMENT  of  BEES,  inaLctte 
from  Mr.  Geo.  Hubbard  of  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  to  Mr.  More. 

[From  the  Ninth  Volume  of  the  Tranfaeffions  of  the  Society  for  the  En 
couragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.] 


44  A  81  am  induced  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  premium 
offered  for  flocks  of  bees,  clafs  i  c8, 
I  beg  leave  to  communicate  to 
the  focietv  the  following  experi¬ 
ments;  the  refu It  of  which,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  will  afford  fome  information 
towards  the  management  of  thofe 
ufeful  infefts.  In  my  early  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  thefe  entertaining 
creatures,  my  endeavours  to  increafe 
my  flock  were  continually  difap- 
pointed,  particularly  in  the  early 
l  >nths,  by  having  moderate  flocks  ; 
which  was  a  matter  of  furpnfe  to 
me,  as  my  flrong  flocks  throve 
amazingly,  whether  I  kept  them 
for  work  or  fwanning. 

“  Now,  to  afcertain  the  matter 
with  fufficient  accuracy,  I  determin- 

4  j  ' 

ed  to  facrifice  three  hives  every  year, 
one  flrong  and  two  moderate  ones. 
Accordingly,  ©n  the  firfl  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  I  fuffoeated  a  flrong;  hfve, 
after  Thorley’s  method  ;  and  when 
I  took  out  the  combs,  it  furprifed 
me  much  to  find  an  abundance  of 
brood  :  the  eggs  and  maggots  were 
innumerable,  and  many  were  next 
to  emerging  from  their  cells. 


“It  was  then  obvious  to  me,  tha 
the  queen  had  begun  to  lav  her  egg 
in  the  early  part  of  January;  an< 
this  appeared  the  more  extraordi 
narv,  as  the  month  of  January  ha< 
been  very  cold,  from  fevere  frofl 
and  fnow  ;  and  it  was  evidently  to 
fharp  for  a  bee  to  flir  abroad. 

“  This  circumflance  refutes  th 
general  received  opinion,  that  th 
queen  never  begins  breeding  tiilth 
weather  proves  mild,  and  you  fe 
bees  carrying  to  their  hives,  the  littl 
balls  of  farina  on  their  legs :  but  t 
invefligate  the  matter  more  fully 
there  appeared  in  the  combs,  vaf 
quantities  of  farina  ;  and  what  wa 
very  curious,  fome  of  it  feemed  co 
vered  with  a  kind  of  varnifh  fub 
fiance,  in  order  to  exclude  the  ai 
from  it  ;  befides  on  the  top  of  th 
hive,  there  was  a  confiderable  quan 
titv  of  water,  apparently  college 
there  from  the  fame  caufe  that  it  doe 
on  a  window,  where  a  room  is  hoi 
and  the  external  air  very  cold.  Th 
foregoing  confederation  clears  up 
point  that  has  puzzled  many  at 
thors;  I  mean,  the  laying  up  fuo 
quantities  of  farina :  White,  an 
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ame  others,  fuppofe  it  to  be  real 
x>d,  mixed  with  honey,  for  the  old 
ees. 

“Thefecond  hive,  which  had  not 
hove  three  pounds  of  honey  in  it,  I 
allocated  on  the  firft  of 'March; 
ae  queen  of  which  Bock  had  not 
reduced  a  Bugle  egg:  the  third 
:ock  I  examined  the  firft  of  April, 
nd  there  likewife  found  no  eggs, 
a  the  fecond  year,  I  repeated  the 
ime  experiments  with  the  ftrong 
ad  weak  hives  as  before,  and 
le  refult  was  the  fame  in  every  re- 

“But  the  third  hive  I  referved  till 
ie  20th  of  April,  by  which  time 
iev  begin  to  gather  honey  from  the 
>0  (cherries :  on  examining  this  hive, 
found  fome  eggs  produced.  Let 
be  obferved,  that  this  hive  I  was 
ader  the  necefiity  of  feeding,  to 
?ep  them  alive. 

“  I  cannot  in  this  place  forbear, 
king  notice  of  the  furpriiing  fore- 
jht  which  thefe  wonderful  iniedts 
em  to  be  endowed  with:  in  the 
?ak  hive,  not  a  tingle  egg  is  pro- 
iced,  till  honey  gathering  com- 
ences ;  but  in  the  ftrong  hive,  the 
creafe  of  young  bees  is  there  car¬ 
'd  on  with  furpriiing  avidity  at  a 
ne  when  they  are  generally  fup- 
d'ed  to  be  in  a  torpid  ftate  ;  and  this 
creafe  is  perfectly  fate  in  a  ftrong 
ve,  for  they  are  never  obferved  to . 
ark  in  the  early  months,  as  weak 
ves  do. 

“  From  the  above  experiments, 
is  evident  you  gain  almoft  four 
onths  between  the  two  frocks  : 
fides,  early  in  May  the  ftrong 
>ck  is  almoft  ready  to  fwarm  ; 
lereas  the  weak  hive,  by  its  prodi- 
3us  deereafe,  occafioned  from  their 
nftant  Working,  and  no  young 
es  being  bred,  gener  1 1 v  dwindles 
nothing.  Once,  on  a  hot  day  in 
:>ril,  I  had  five  of  thefe  weak  hives 
iven  out  by  plunderers,  with  their 
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different  queens;  for  the  ftrong 
ftocks  never  let  the  weak  ones  reft, 
when  they  find  the  latter  are  much 
reduced. 

“  Sometimes,  if  the  months  "of 
March  and  April  happen  to  be  cold 
and  wet,  foas  to  prevent  their  going 
out.,  a  little  feeding  may  give /them 
fufficient  ftrength  to  defend  them- 
lelves ;  but  thofe  ftocks  feldom  turn 
to  any  account  :  hence  the  reafon 
why  keeping  bees  in  colonies  have 
always  failed  ;  I  mean,  in  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  for,  if  you  imprudently  reduce 
your  bees,  by  taking  too  much  ho¬ 
ney  from  them.,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
queens  breeding  in  the  early  months, 
they  muft  mifearry  in  the  following 
Itimmer.  I  cannot  help  condemn¬ 
ing  two  authors,  that  have  written 
on  this  fubjetft,  viz.  Mefirs.  White 
and  Keys,  particularly  the  former : 
their  opinions  have  given  a  furpriiing 
check  to  the  cultivation  of  bees  ;  I 
mean,  their  idle  notions  refpeefing 
fituation. 

“  A  popular  opinion  prevails  with 
us,  that  no  village  will  fupport 
more  than  eight  or  ten  ftocks  ;  con- 
fequently,  the  villages  in  our  country 
do  not  contain  above  ten  old  ftocks, 
one  with  another ;  whereas  I  am 
confident  thatg  twenty  times  the 
number  might  "be  kept'  But  let  us 
examine  what  Mr.  WhiV  has  writ¬ 
ten  on  this  bufinefs :  he  directs  you 
to  fwarm  your  bees,  and  the  fame 
year  to  take  part  of  their  honey  from 
them. 

“  Now  it  is  welhtnder flood,  that  it 
requires  a  large  fwarm,  aided  with  a 
fine  feafon,  to  make  them  produce 
five  and  twenty  or  thirty  pounds 
weight  in  October  ;  which  weight  is 
absolutely  necefiary  for  their  future 
welfare  :  he  alfo  affirms,  that  if  you 
leave  them  eight  or  ten  pounds  of 
honey  in  Auguft,  it  will  very  well 
fupport  them  through  the  winter. 
Further  comments  on  fuch  manage- 
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ment  are  needlefs,  as  the  reafon  of 
his  failure  is  too  obvious  to  require 
the  thought  of  a  bad  fituation,  to  ac¬ 
count  for  it. 

44  Keys  feems  to  have  copied  his 
fentiments  refpedti  ng  fituation  ;  but 
from  what  I  have  advanced  in  regard 
to  keeping  fuch  a  number  of  flocks, 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  examine 
what  the  bees  collect:  from.  I  will 
firft  mention  the  taie,  that  inex- 
hauflible  fupport  to  bees,  from  which 
they  gather  the  whole  fummer  ;  and 
it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  note, 
that  it  is  not  from  the  flower,  but  a 
final  1  leaf  with  a  black  fpot  on  it, 
which  in  warm  weather  keeps  con¬ 
tinually  oozing.  But  from  careful 
infpe£tion  at  the  time  of  their  ga¬ 
thering,  this  neclareous  juice  may 
be  feen  oozing  from  every  joint  of 
the  ftem.  A  hundred  acres  of  tares 
are  grown  every  year  within  the 
reach  of  my  bees ;  yet  it  was  always 
laid  to  be  a  bad  fituation,  and  not 
able  to  fupport  more  than  eight  or 
ten  ftocks  :  befides,  if  the  month 
of  June  proves  hot,  the  collection  from 
the  oak,  lime,  and  fycamore  leaves, 
is  aflonifhingly  great ;  as  well  as 
from  the  profufion  ol  flowers,  which 
nature-  exhibits  infucceflion  through¬ 
out  the  whole  fummer* 

44  From  thefe  remarks  and  experi¬ 
ments  it  is  evident,  that  fuccefs  de¬ 
pends  entirely  on  leaving  your  bees 
flrong  in  October  ;  for  by  this  plan 
tjiey  naturally  get  into  a  habit  of 
fwarming  early,  and,  by  having  the 
whole  fummer  before  them,  always 
get  rich.  Whenever  an  unkindly 
feafon  happens,  to  prevent  this,  it  is 
an  invariable  practice  with  me,  to 
give  all  my  fwarms  fugar  and  water, 
or  honey,  fuflicient  to  make  each 
flock  produce  thirty  or  thirty-fix 
pounds  weight  :  befides,  I  am  never 
difappointed  of  a  fwarm  in  May  ; 
and  it  is  more  frequent  than  other- 
wife,  that  thefe  flocks  will  yield  three 
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fwarms  each  ;  the  old  flock  likewife 
in  general  will  be  as  rich  as  the 
prime  fwarm.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  flock  is  left  moderate,  though 
they  may  have  honey  enough',to  get 
them  through  the  winter,  yet  fome 
check  may  be  given  to  the  queen’s 
breeding ;  of  cnurfe  it  may  be  the 
middle  of  June,  before  they  are 
ready  for  fwarming ;  and  if  the 
weather  turns  out  fine  and  hot,  there 
is  fuch  a  profufion  of  honey  in  the 
fields,  and  they  are  fo  intent  after  it, 
that  no  art  can  make  them  fwarm  : 
in  that  cafe,  they  will  lie  out  the  re- 

j 

mainder  of  the  fummer,  to  the  great 
lofs  of  the  owner.  However,  when¬ 
ever  this  happens,  I  would  advife  all 
fuch  flocks,  after  laying  out  a  week, 
to  be  fet  on  empty  hives. 

44  I  will  now  prefume  to  offer  a 
Ample  and  eafy  mode  of  managing 
thefe  admirable  infeCls,  the  profits 
from  which  will  far  furpafs  that  in 
common  ufe.  The  owner  mufl  pa¬ 
tiently  wait  till  he  has  acquired 
twenty  Hocks,  which  mav  befoon  ac- 
comp  Si  filed  by  attending  to  the  fore¬ 
going  hints.  In  the  month  of  April 
following,  lie  mufl  feparate  ten  oi 
the  flrongefl  hives  for  fwarming; 
the  other  ten  muft  be  raifed  on  large 
empty  hives,  the  tops  of  which 
flioufd  be  firfl  taken  off,  and  the 
joinings  of  the  two  hives  fecureel 
with  a  little  clay,  which  plan  keeps 
the  bees  from  fwarming.  In  the 
month  of  September  following,  being 
th ej  time  I  would  recommend  their 
to  be  burnt,  each  flock  will  feldorr 
be  found  to  have  produced  lefs  that 
fifty  pounds  weight,  provided  it  ha; 
been  a  kind  feafon. 

44  The  prime  fwarms  from  the 
other  flocks,  I  would  recommend  t( 
be  put  into  three-peck  hives,  at  leafl 
for  when  they  fwarm  fo  early,  the] 
are  very  likely  to  fwarm  agaifi  in  ;j 
few  weeks,  which  fhould  always  b* 
prevented  ;  and  all  the  after-fwarm 
r  flioaij 
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fhould  be  united,  two  or  three  into 
one  ;  for  the  great  advantage  arifes 
from  the  large  quantity  of  bees  being 
kept  together,  fince  by  that  mode' 
ten  flocks  will  generally  yield  fifteen 
good  ones.  But  the  greateft  check 
to  the  cultivation  of  bees  happens 
from  inclement  feafons  :  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  fome  fummers,  when  it 
has  rained,  almofl  all  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  that  not  above  one 
prime  fwarm  in  ten  have  been  able 
:o  get  a  fufficiency ;  this  is  really 
iiftrefling;  and  on  thefe  occafions, 

[  have  leen  the  flocks  of  villagers 
wholly  fwept  off. 

“  This  is  another  reafon  why  dou¬ 
ble  hives  are  fo  neceflary ;  for,  befides 
he  great  profit  arifing  from  them  in 
Jne  leafons,  it  would  prevent  the 
lecreafe  of  flocks,  which  muft  una¬ 
voidably  happen  in  bad  feafons. 
n  the  moft  unkindly  fummers, 
:iey  are  fure  to  get  enough  to  fup- 
ort  them  through  the  winter  : 
whenever  it  happens  fo,  they  fhould 
and  till  winter  ;  and  in  a  frofty 
av,  the  clay  fhould  be  removed, 
nd  a  wire  drawn  between  the  hives, 

>  feparate  them  ;  for  by  this  time 
ley  will  be  all  in  the  upper  hive  ; 
id  thefe  flocks  fhould  be  referved 
*r  fwarming  the  following  fummer. 

“  From  a  review  of  the  above  ex- 
ndments,  the  reafons  are 1  obvious, 
hy  people  are  fo  frequently  difap- 
linted  in  the  management  of 
ies,  efpecially  in  the  modern  way ; 
it,  on  the  other  hand,  it  fhews 
hat  a  furprifing  flate  of  cultivation 
ey  might  be  carried  to  :  and  fup- 
ifing  they  could  be  brought  to  a 
ite  of  cultivation,  that  ten  poor  fa- 
ilies  in  a  village  could  keep  twenty 
1  flocks,  befides  their  own  profit,  it 
ight  become  a  national  concern, 
teat  pains  have  been  taken,  and 


flill  greater  encouragement  offered, 
for  a  plan  to  preferve  the  lives  of 
thefe  ufeful  and  fagacious  infeffs  ; 
which  may  be  done,  by  the  intelli¬ 
gent,  but  cannot  be  expected  from 
the  cottager.  '  -  * 

“  My  flock  confifts  of  forty  hives 
and  boxes.  The  method  I  purfue 
in  the  management  of  bees  is,  to 
referve  part  of  my  flocks  for  work- 
ing  ;  foi,  by  giving  them  room, 
they  feldom  fwarm  :  and  I  always 
work  them  upwards ;  for,  by  that 
means,  the  queen  is  kept  in  the 
under  hive,  or  box  j  and  the  honey 
fo  collected  is  of  the  pureft  quality/ 

“  But  is  no  eafy  thing  to  make 
them  afcend,  to  work  through  holes 
or  bars  fo  recommended  by  authors, 
as  1  have  frequently  known  them 
fit  aim  before  fo  doing.  My-  way  is; 
if  it  is  a  hive,  I  take  a  piece  out  of 
the  top,  with  a  knife  and  chiflel,  ten 
inches  diameter:  thus,  by  laying  a 
large  furface  of  their  comb  bare,  X 
am  never  difappointed. 

“  But  they  will  be  induced  to  rife 
fooner,  by  placing  a  piece  of  empty 
comb,  fo  as  to  reach  from  their  own 
to  the  top  of  the  box  or  glafs  globe 
that  is  intended  to  be  ufed  :  when¬ 
ever  it  fo  happens,  in  wet  fummers, 
that  each  flock  cannot  get  more 
than  thirty  pounds  of  honey,  I  al¬ 
ways  ufe  Mr.  Thorley’s  method, 
with  the  fungus ;  and  I  cannot  help 
being  fuprifed  that  this  Ample  me¬ 
thod  fhould  not  be  ufed,  to  fave  the 
fives  of  thefe  ufeful  infects. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

\  George  Hubbard.’* 
Bury  St.  Bdmundiy 
October  29,  1790. 


CURIOUS. 


CURIOUS  METHOD  of  MANAGING  HOGS  in  the  NEW  FOREST, 
in  HAMPSHIRE,  during  the  AUTUMN  SEASON. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Gilpin’s  Remarks  on  Forefl  Scenery,  &c.] 


«  HE  method  of  treating  hcfgs 
J|  at  this  feafbn  of  migration, 
and  of  reducing  a  large  herd  of  thefe 
unmanageable  brutes  to  perfect  obe¬ 
dience,  and  to  good  government,  is 
curious. 

The  firfl  flep  the  fwineherd 
takes,  is  to  invefligate  fome  clofe 
flickered  part  of  the  forefl,  where 
there  is  a  conveniency  of  water  : 
and  plenty  of  oak,  or  beech-m'stfl, 
the  former  of  which  he  prefers, 
when  he  can  have  it  in  fuiiieient 
abundance.  He  fixes  next  on  fome 
fpreading  tree,  round  the  bole  of 
which  he  wattles  a  flight,  circular 
fence  of  the  dimenfions  he  wants  ; 
and  covering  it  roughly  with  boughs, 
and  fods,  he  fills  it  plentifully  with 
fir  aw,  or  fern. 

“  Having  made  this  preparation, 
he  collefls  his  colony  among  the 
farmers,  with  whom  he  commonly 
agrees  for  a  finking  a  head,  and  will 

O' 

get  together  perhaps  a  herd  of  five 
or  fix  hundred  hogs.  Having  dri¬ 
ven  them  to  their  deftined  habita¬ 
tion,  he  gives  them  a  plentiful  fup- 
per  of  acorns,  or  beech -mall,  which 
he  had  already  provided,  founding 
his  horn,  during  the  repafi.  He 
then  turns  them  into  the  litter, 
where,  after  a  Jong  journey,  and  a 
hearty  meal,  they  fleep  delicioufly. 

u  The  next  morning  he  lets 
them  look  a  little  around  them — 
fhews  them  the  pool,  or  flreim, 
where  they  may  occafionally  drink 
• — leaves  them  to  pick  up  the  offals 
of  the  lail  night’s  meal ;  and  as  the 
evening  draws  on,  gives  them  ano¬ 
ther  plentifuTrepafl  under  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  trees,  which  rains  acorns 
upon  them  for  hours  together,  at 


the  found  of  his  horn.  He  then 
fends  them  again  to  deep. 

u  The  following  day  he  is  per¬ 
haps  at  the  pains  of  procuring  them 
another  meal,  with  mufic  playing  as 
ufual.  He  then  leaves  them  a  little 
more  to  themfelves,  having  an  eye 
however  on  their  evening-hours. 
But  as  their  bellies  are  full,  they 
leldom  wander  far  from  home,  re¬ 
tiring  commonly  very  orderly,  and 
early  to  bed. 

“  After  this,  he  throws  his  fly 
open,  and  leaves  them  to  cater  for 
themfelves;  and  from  lienee-for¬ 
ward  has  little  more  trouble 
with  them,  during  the  whole  time 
of  their  migration.  Now  and  then, 
in  calm  weather,  when  mail  falls, 
fparingly,  he  calls  them  perhaps) 
together  by  the  mufic  of  his  hornl 
to  a  gratuitous  meal  ;  but  in  gene-j 
ral,  they  need  little  attention,  return¬ 
ing  regularly  home  at  night,  though 
they  often  wander  in  the  day  two  of 
three  miles  from  their  fly.  There! 
are  experienced  leaders  in  all  herds, 
which  have  fpent  this  roving  life  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  can  inflrudt  their  juniors 
in  the  method  of  it.  By  this  ma¬ 
nagement  the  herd  is  carried  home 
to  their  refpeftive  owners  in  luck 
condition,  that  a  little  dry  meat  wil 
foon  fatten  them. 

u  I  would  not  however  have  v 
fuppofed,  that  all  the  fwine-herds  ir 
the  forefl  manage  their  colonies  witl 
this  exadlnefs.  Bad  governments 
and  bad  governors  will  every  where 
ext  ft  ;  but  I  mention  this  as  an  ex 
ample  of  found  policy -not  as  ; 
mere  Platonic,  or  Eutopian  fcheme 
but  fuch  as  hath  been  often  realized 
and  hath  as  often  been  found  produc 
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tive  of  good  order,  and  public  utili¬ 
ty.  The  hog  is  commonly  fuppofed 
to  be  an  obftinate,  head-ftrong,  un¬ 
manageable  brute :  and  he  may  per¬ 
haps  have  a  degree  of  pofitivenefs 
in  his  temper.  In  general,  how¬ 
ever,  if  he  be  properly  managed,  he 
is  an  orderly,  docile  animal.  The} 
only  difficulty  is, to  make  your  mean¬ 
ings,  when  they  are  fair,  and  friend¬ 
ly,  intelligible  to  him.  Effect  this, 
and  you  may  lead  him  with  a  draw. 

“  Nor  is  he  without  his  focial 
feelings,  when  he  is  at  liberty  to  in¬ 
dulge  them.  In  thefe  foreft-migra- 
tions,  it  is  commonly  obferved,  that 
of  whatever  number  the  herd  con- 
lifts,  they  generally  fepai  ate,  in  their 
daily  excurfions,  into  fuch  little 
knots,  and  focieties,  as  have  former¬ 
ly  had  habits  of  intimacy  together; 


and  in  thefe  friendly  groups  they 
range  the  foreft  ;  returning  home 
at  night,  in  different  parties,  fume 
earlier,  and  fome  later,  as  they  have 
been  more  or  lefs  fortunate  in  the 
purfuits  of  the  day. 

“  It  founds  oddly  to  affirm  the 
life  of  a  hog  to  been  viable  ;  and  vet 
there  is  fomethina;  uncommonly 
pleating  in  the  lives  of  thefe  emi¬ 
grants  •  fomething  at  leaft  morede- 
firable  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  life 
of  a  hog,  Rpicuri  de  grcgc.  They 
feem  themfelves  alfo  to  enjoy  their 
mode  of  life.  You  fee  them  perfect¬ 
ly  happy,  going  about  at  their  eafe, 
and  converting  with  each  other  in 
fhort,  pithy,  interrupted  fentenoes, 
which  are  no  doubt,  expreffive  of 
their  own  enjoyments,  and  of  focial 
feelings.” 


OBSERVATIONS  intended  to  expofe  the  PRACTICE  of  DOCKING, 
NICKING,  and  CROPPING  HORSES. 

;  .  . 

-•  '  -  K,  1 

[From  the  fame  V olume.J 


<6  X  If  7ITHIN  this  century,  I  be- 
VV  lieve,  the  barbarous  cuf- 
tom  of  docking  horfes  came  in  ufe  ; 
and  hath  palled  through  various 
modifications  like  all  other  cuftoms, 
which  are  not  founded  in  nature  and 
truth.  A  few  years  ago  the  fliort 
dock  was  the  only  tail  (if  it  may  be 
called  fuch)  in  fafhion,  both  in  the 
army,  and  in  carriages.  The  abfurdi- 
ty  however  of  this  total  amputation 
began  to  appear.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  army  led  the  way.  They  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  beauty,  and  ufe  of 
the  tail,  as  nature  made  it.  The 
Ihort  dock  every  where  difappeared  ; 
and  all  dragoon-horfes  paraded  with 
long  tails. 

“  The  nag-tail  however  dill  con¬ 
tinued  in  ufe.  Of  this  there  are 
feveral  fpecies,  all  more  or  lefs  mu¬ 
tilated.  The  moft  deformed  one  is 


nicked-tail  ;  fo  named  f  iom  a  cruel 
operation  ufed  in  forming  it.  The 
under  finews  of  the  dock  being  di¬ 
vided,  the  tail  ftarts  upwards,  direct¬ 
ly  contrary  to  the  pofition,  which 
nature  intended.  The  nag-rai!  is 
ftill  feen  in  all  genteel  carriages. 
Nor  will  any  perfon  of  fafhion  ride 
a  horfe  without  one.  Even  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  who  have 
fhewn  the  moft  fenfe  in  the  affair  of 
horfe-tails,  have  been  fo  milled,  as 
to  introduce  the  nag-tail  into  the 
light-horfe  ;  though  it  would  be  as 
difficult  to  give  a  reafon  now  for  the 
nag-tail,  as  formerly  for  the  fhort- 
dock. 

“  Two  things  are  urged  in  de¬ 
fence  of  this  cruel  mutilation — the 
utility  and  the  beauty  of  it.  Let  us 
briefly  as  poffible,  examine  both. 

64  To  make  an  animal  ufeful  is, 

L  no 
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110  doubt,  the  full  confideration  : 
and  to  make  a  horfe  fo,  we  muft 
neceftarily  make  him  fuffer  fome 
things,  which  are  unnatural,  becaufe 
we  take  him  out  of  a  ftate  of  na¬ 
ture.  He  muft  be  fed  with  hay,  arid 
corn  in  the  winter,  which  he  cannot 
get  in  his  open  pastures  :  for  if  he 
have  exercife  bevond  nature,  he 
muft  have  fuch  food,  as  will  enable 
him  to  bear  it.  As  it  is  neceftary 
likewife  to  make  our  roads  hard, 
and  durable,  it  is  neceffary  alfo  to 
give  the  horfe  an  iron  hoof,  that 
he  may  travel  over  them  without  in¬ 
juring  his  feet. — But  all  this  has  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  his  tail,  from  which 
no  incumbrance  arifes. 

44  Yes,  fays  the  advocate  for  dock¬ 
ing  ;  as  it  is  neceffary  for  the  horfe 
to  travel,  to  hunt,  and  to  race,  it  is 
ufe fill  to  lighten  him  of  every  in¬ 
cumbrance.  And  as  it  is  neceffary 
for  him  to  travel  through  dirty  roads ; 
it  is  ufeful  to  rid. him  of  an  inftru- 
ment,  which  is  continallv  colleiting 
dirt  and  ladling  it  over  himfelf,  and 
his  rider.  t 

44  To  eafe  your  horfe  of  every  in- 
cumbrance  in  travelling,  is  certainly 
right.  You  fliouid  fee  that  his  bri¬ 
dle,  and  faddle,  (which  are  his  great 
incumbrances)  are  as  eafy  as  pofii- 
ble:  and  that  the  weight  he  carries, 
or  draws,  be  proportioned  to  his 
ftrength.  But  depend  upon  it,  he 
receives  no  incumbrance  from  na¬ 
ture.  It  is  a  maxim  among  all  true 
philo  fophers,  that  nature  has  given 
nothing  in  vain  :  and  there  can  be 
no  reasonable  doubt,  but  that  nature 
has  given  the  horfe  his  tail  to  ba¬ 
lance,  and  aflift  his  motions.  That 
this  js’the  cafe,  Items  plain  from  the 
life  he  makes  of  it.  when  the  ani¬ 
mal  is  at  reft,  his  tail  is  pendent  : 
but  when  he  is  in  violent  aftion  ; 
he  raifes,  and  fpreads  it,  as  a  bird 
does  in  the  fame  fituation.  Would 
the  fw allow,  or  the  dove  be  aftifted 


in  their  flight  by  the  lofs  of  theif 
tails  ?  or  the  greyhound  in  his  fpeecf 
by  docking  him  ?  For  myfelf,  I  have*  ' 
no  doubt,  hut  if  the  experiment 
were  tried  at  Newmarket,  which  I 
fuppofe  it  never  was,  the  horfe  with 
his  long  tail,  however  the  literati 
there  might  laugh  at  him,  would 
not  be  in  the  vlea ft  injured  in  his 
fpeed;  and  would  certainly  anfwer 
better,  in  all  his  fudden  turns,  to  the 
intention  of  his  rider.  He  would 
extend,  and  fpread  his  helm  :  it 
would  fleer  his  way  ;  and  we  fliouid 
feldom  hear  of  his  running  out  of 
his  courfe,  or  011  the  wrong  fide  of 
the  poft. 

44  Befides,  his  tail  probably  aflifks 
him  even  in  his  common  exertions  ; 
and  balances  his  body,  when  he  trots,  j 
and  prevents  his  Bumbling.  I  have 
heard  a  gentleman,  who  had  travel¬ 
led  much  in  the  eaft,  remark,  that 
the  Turkifh,  and  Arabian  horfes 
rarely  Humble  ;  which  he  attribut¬ 
ed,  and  with  much  appearauce  of 
truth,  tb  their  long  tails. 

44  But  whatever  ufe  the  tail  may 
be  to  the  horfe  in  abtion,  it  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  of 
infinite  ufe  to  him,  at  reft.  Who-  l 
ever  fees  the  horfe  grazing  in  fu na¬ 
me  r,  and  obferves  the  conftant  ufe 
he  makes  of  his  long  tail  in  lafhing 
the  flies  from  his  tides,  muft  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  is  a  moft  ufeful  m- 
ftrument  :  and  muft  be  hurt  to  fee 
him  fidget  a  fhort  dock,  back  and 
forward,  with  ineffebhra!  attempts  to 
rid  himfelf  of  fome  plague,  which 
he  cannot  reach. 

44  As  to  the  objection  ngainft  the 
tail,  as  an  inftrument,  which  is  con¬ 
tinually  gathering  dirt,  and  lafhing 
it  around,  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
what  I  have  already  obferved,  this 
little  objection  diffolves  itfelf ;  efpe- 
cially  as  the  inconvenience  may 
with  great  eafe  be  remedied,  when 
the  road  is  dirty,  either  by  knotting 

"ftp 
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the  tail,  or  by  tying  it  with  a 
leathern- (trap. 

“  But  whatever  becomes  of  utili¬ 
ty,  the  horfe  is  certainly  more  beau¬ 
tiful,  we  are  told,  without  his  dang¬ 
ling  tail.  What  a  handfome  figure 
he  makes,  when  he  carries  both  his 
ends  well  !  This  is  the  conftant  lan¬ 
guage  of  horfe-dealers,  ftabi  e-keep¬ 
ers,  and  grooms ;  and  fuch  language, 
though  originating  in'tafleiefs  igno¬ 
rance,  and  mere  prejudice,  has  drawn 
over  men  of  fenfe,  and  underftand- 
ing, — It  is  inconceiveable,  how  de- 
lufively  the  eye  fees,  as  well  as  the 
derflanding,when  it  isfafcinated,  and 
led  afide  by  fafhion,  and  cuftom. 
Alfociated  ideas  of  various  kinds 
give  truth  a  different  air.  When 
I  we  fee  a  game-cock  with  all  his 
fprightly  aftions,  and  gorgeous 
plumes  about  him,  we  acknowledge 
one  of  the  moft  beautiful  birds  in 
nature.  But  when  we  fee  him 
armed  with  fteel,  and  prepared  for 
battle;  we  cry,  what  a  fcare-crow  ! 
But  a  cock-fighter,  with  all  the  ideas 
of  the  pit  about  him,  will  conceive, 
that  in  this  latter  flate,  he  is  in  his 
.greatefi:  beauty  :  and  if  his  picture 
be  drawn,  it  mull  be  drawn  in  this 
ridiculous  manner.  I  have  often 
feenit. 

“  Let  jockies,  and  liable-boys, 
and  cock-fighters  keep  their  own 
abfurd  ideas  :  but  let  not  men,  who 
pretend  to  fee,  and  think  for  them- 
felves,  adopt  fuch  ridiculous  con¬ 
ceits. —  In  arts,  we  judge  by  the  rules 
of  ar-t.  In  nature,  we  have  no  cri¬ 
terion  but  the  forms  of  nature.  We 
criticife  a  building  by  the  rules  of 
architefture  :  but  in  judging  of  a 
tree,  or  a  mountain  ;  we  judge  by 
the  mod  beautiful  forms  of  each, 
which  nature  hath  given  us.  It  is 
thus  in  other  things.  From  nature 
alone  we  have  the  form  of  a  horfe. 
Should  we  then  leek  for  beauty  in 
that  object,  in  pur  own  wild  concep¬ 


tions  ;  or  recur  to  the  great  origin¬ 
al,  from  whence  we  had  it  ?  We 
may  be  affined,  that  nature’s  forms 
are  always  the  mod  beautiful  ;  and 
therefore  we  fhoilld  endeavour  to 
cor  reft  our  ideas- by  hers. — If  how¬ 
ever  we  cannot  give  up  the  point, 
let  us  at  lead  be  confident.  If  we 
admire  a  horfe  without  a  tail,  or  a 
cock  without  feathers,  let  us  not 
laugh  at  the  Chinefe  for  admiring 
the  difproportioned  foot  of  his  mif* 
trefs  ;  nor  at  the  Indian,  for  doting 
ort  her  black  teeth,  and  tattooed 
cheeks.  For  myfelf,  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive,  why  it  fhould  make  a  horfe 
more  beautiful  to  take  his  tail  from 
him,  than  it  would  make  a  man  to 
clap  a  tail  to  him. — -With  regard  in¬ 
deed  to  the  natural  beauty  of  a 
horfe ’s  tail,  we  want  little  reafoning 
on  the  fubjeft.  In  conjunction  with 
his  name  it  gives  him  dignity. — It 
hides  his  ftradling  buttocks  ;  which 
is  a  decencv  in  nature,  we  fhould  ad- 
mire,  rather  than  deftroy. — It  forms 
a  contrail  among  the  legs.  The 
four  equal  legs  of  every  animal  are 
it’s  greatefi  deformity  ;  and  their 
famenefs  of  courfe  gives  the  painter 
the  moft  trouble  in  the  management 
of  them.  In  many  of  her  forms  in¬ 
deed,  where  nature  does  not  feem 
to  aim  at  beauty,  file  -neglects  this 
economy  :  but  as  if  fire  meant  the 
horfe  for  one  of  her  moft  elegant 
productions,  file  has  provided  for 
him  in  this  refpeft  alfo  by  giving 
him  a  graceful  flow  of  hair,  which 
hiding  fometimes  one  leg  and  feme- 
times  another,  introduces  a  pleating 
contrail:  among  them  all. — The  ac¬ 
cidental  motion  alfo  of  the  tail  gives 
it  peculiar  beauty; -both  when  the 
horfe  moves  it  himfelf  ;  and  when 
it  waves  in  the  wind.  The  beauty 
of  it  indeed  to  an  unprejudiced  eye 
is  confpicuous  at  once  ;  and  in  all 
parade,  and  flate-horfes  it  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  ;  though  even  here 

L  2  there 


tn6+]  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  DOCKING  of  HORSES,  &c. 


there*  is  an  attempt  made  to  improve 
nature  by  art  :  the  hair  muft  be 
adorned  with  ribbons  ;  and  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  tail  clippen  fquare,  which 
adds  heavinefs,  and  is  certainly  fo 
far  a  deformity. 

44  The  captain  of  an  Englifh  man 
of  war  gave  me  an  account  fome- 
time  ago,  of  his  landing  in  one  of 
the  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary,  while 
his  fhip  anchored  in  the  bay.  He 
was  received  by  the  Dey  (I  think,  of 
Tripoli)  with  great  civility  ;  and 
among  other  things,  faw  his  {tables. 
They  were  lint d  with  a  very  lon<r 
double  row  of  the  moll  beautiful 
Barb,  and  Arabian  horfes.  He  was 
flruck  with  their  beauty,  to  which 
their  grand  flowing  tails,  combed, 
and  oiled  in  the  niceft  manner,  were 
no  little  addition.  As  he  continued 
his  walk  through  the  flud,  he  came 
to  a  couple  of  horfes  with  nag-tails. 
On  enquiring  into  their  hi  (lory,  he 
found  they  were  Englifh  horfes, 
which  had  been  prefented  to  the 
Dey.  The  horfes  themfelves  were 
fit  to  appear  any  where  ;  but  the 
centra  ft  of  their  tails,  he  thought, 
in  fuch  company,  made  fo  very 
itrange,  and  difgraceful  an  appear¬ 
ance,  that  he  was  afhamed  of  his 
countrymen.  The  cafe  was,  his  eye 
having  been  thus  accuftomed  to  the 
beautiful  forms  of  nature,  had  got¬ 
ten  rid  of  it’s  prejudices  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  a  rational  man,  faw  the  matter 
in  it's  proper  light. 

44  I  fhall  conclude  my  remarks  oil 
this  cruel  mutilation,  with  an  epi¬ 
gram  by  Voltaire. — That  celebrated 
wit  was  in  England  about  the  time, 
when  the  barbarous  cuflom  of  dock¬ 
ing  horfes  was  in  high  fafhion.  He 
was  fo  {hocked  at  it,  that  he  wrote 
the  following  verfes,  which,  it  is 
faid,  he  gave  to  lord  Lyttelton. 

V ©us,  fiers  Anglois,  et  barbares  quc 
vous  etes, 

Coupent  leR  tates  a  VQS  rcis,  et 
«paeue?  a  vns  betes.  * 


Mals  les  Francois  plus  polis,  et  &iman£ 
les  loix, 

Laiflent  les  queues  a  leurs  bttes,  et  les 
tates  a  leurs  rois. 

44  There  is  more  indignation, 
than  wit,  I  think,  in  thefe  verfes# 
Voltaire  feems  to  confider  docking  a 
horfe,  and  killing  a  king,  as  equal 
crimes  ;  which  however  is  carrying 
the  matter  fomewhat  farther,  than 
the  pidturefque  eye  willies  to  car¬ 
ry  it. 

k<  The  fame  abfurd  notions,  which 
have  led  men  to  cut  off  the  tails  of 
horfes,  have  led  them  alfo  to  cut  off 
their  ears.  I  {peak  not  of  low* 
grooms,  and  jockies ;  we  have  lately 
feen  the  ffuds  of  men  of  the  firft  fa¬ 
fhion,  milled  probably  by  grooms, 
and  jockies,  producing  only  cropt- 
horfes. 

“  When  a  fine  horfe  has  wide, 
lopping  ears,  as  he  fometimes  has, 
without  fpring,  or  motion  in  them  ; 
a  man  may  be  tempted  to  remove 
the  deformity.  But  to  cut  a  pair  of 
fine  ears  out  of  the  head  of  a  horfe, 
is,  if  poflible,  a  ftill  greater  abfurdi- 
ty,  than  to  cut  off  his  tail.  Nothing 
can  be  alledged  ih  it’s  defence.  The 
ear  neither  retards  motion  ;  nor 
flings  dirt. 

44  Much  of  the  fame  ground  may 
be  gone  over  on  this  fubjedt,  which 
we  went  over  on  the  laft.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  utility  of  the  ear,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  cropping  it 
may  injure  the  horfe’s  hearing  : 
there  is  certainly  lefs  concave  fur- 
face  to  receive  the  vibrations  of  the 
air. —I  have  heard  it  alfo  afferted 
with  great  confidence,  that  this  mu¬ 
tilation  injures  his  health  :  for  when 
a  horfe  has  loft  that  pent-houfe, 
which  nature  has  given  him  over 
his  ear,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe 
the  wind  and  rain  may  get  in,  and. 
give  him  cold. 

44  But  if  thefe  injuries  are  not 
eafily  proved,  the  injury  he  receives 
in  point  of  beauty  may  ftre/woufly 

be 
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be  infilled  on.  Few  of  the  minuter 
parts  of  animal  nature  are  more 
beautiful  than  the  ear  of  a  horfe, 
when  it  is  neatly  formed,  and  well 
fet  on. — The  contrail:  of  the  lines  is 
plealing  ;  the  concavity,  and  the 
convexity,  being  generally  feen  to¬ 
gether  in  the  natural  turn  of  the 
ear. — Nor  is  the  proportion  of  the 
ear  lefs  plealing.  It  is  contracted 
at  the  insertion,  lwells  in  the  middle, 
and  tapers  to  a  point.  The  ear  of 
no  animal  is  fo  beautifully  propor¬ 
tioned.  That  of  lome  beafls,  efpe- 
' daily  of  the  favage  kinds,  as  the 
lion,  and  pard,  is  naturally  rounded, 
and  has  little  form.  The  ears  of 
other  animals,  as  the  fox,  and  cat, 
aye  pointed,  liioi  t,  and  thick.  Thofe 
©f  .the  cow  are  round,  and  heavy. 
The  hare’s,  and  afs’s  ears  are  long, 
and  nearly  of  the  fame  thickneis. 
The  dog,  and  fwine  have  flapping 
ears.  The  Iheep,  alone  has  ears, 
that  can  compare  with  the  horfe. — 
The  ear  of  the  horfe  receives  great 
beauty  alfo  from  it’s  colour,  as  well 
as  form.  The  ears  of  bay,  and 
grey  horfes  are  generally  tipped 
with  black,  which  melts  into  the 
colour  of  the  head. — But  the  ear  of 
the  horfe  receives  it’s  greatefl  beauty 
from  motion.  The  ear  of  no  ani¬ 
mal  has  that  vibrating  power.  The 
ears  of  a  fpirited  horfe  are  continu¬ 
ally  in  motion  ;  quivering,  and  dart¬ 
ing  their  {harp  points  towards  every 
object  that  prefents  :  and  the  action 
is  Hill  more  beautiful,  when  the  ears 
are  fo  well  fet  on,  that  the  points 
are  drawn  nearly  together.  Virgil, 
who  was  among  the  moll  accurate 
obferversof  nature,  takes  notice  of 
this  quivering  motion  in  the  ears  of 
a  horfe. 

- Si  qua  fonum  procul  arraa  de- 

dere, 

Stare  loco  nefcit ;  mlcat  auribus - - 

Xil?  fame  word,  which  he  ufes  here 


to  exprefs  the  motion  of  a  horfe ’s 
ears,  he  ufes  elfewhere  to  exprefs  the 
gleaming  of  arms;  the  glittering  of 
a  gem  ;  and  the  vibrating  motion 
of  a  ferpent’s  tongue.— -But  it  is  not. 
only  the  quivering^motion  of  the 
horfe’sears,  that  we  admire  ;  we  ad¬ 
mire  them  alfo  as  the  interpreters  of 
his  paflions ,  particularly  of  fear, 
which  fome  denominate  courage  : 
and  of  anger,  or  malice.  The  for¬ 
mer  he  exprefles  by  ./darting  them 
forward  :  the  latter,  by  laying  them 
back.  ¥ 

u  This  digreffion  bath  carried 
me  much  farther  than  j  intended  ; 
but  the  mutilation  of  the  tail,  and 
ears  of  this  noble  animal  is  fo  often- 
five  to  reafon,  and  common  fenfe, 
that  I  have  been  imperceptibly  led 
on  bv  my  indignation  Thought 
nothing  J  can  fay  on  the  fubje<fl,  1 
am  wel  l  perfuaded,  can  weigh  againfl 
the  authority  of  grooms,  and  jockies, 
fo  as  to  make  a  general  reform  : 
yet,  if,  here  and  there,  a  fmall  par¬ 
ty  could  be  raifed  in  oppofition  to 
this  flrange  cuftom,  it  might  in  time 
perhaps  obtain  fafliion  on  it's  fide.  — 
We  commonly  fuppofe,  that  when 
mankind  in  general  agree  in  a  point, 
there  is  truth  i  believe  no  in 
upon  earth,  except  the  Engiifh,  have 
the  cuftom  among  them,  of  docking, 
nicking,  and  cropping  their  horfes* 
— The  wifdom  too  of  all  antiquity 
decides  fully  againfl:  the  pradti  e. 
Inftances  perhaps  might  be  h>  nd 
in  the  bas-reliefs  of  the  An  oiiine 
column, and  other  remains  of  Eon  . an 
antiquity,  both  of  the  cropt  ear,  and 
of  the  hogged -mane,  (winch  I  take 
for  granted  were  never  pradtifed,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafes  of  defeat,  but  I  am 
perfuaded,  no  one  inftance  can  be 
found,  in  all  the  remains  of  Grecian, 
or  Roman  antiquity,  of  afliort-dock, 
or  a  nag-tail.” 

I  3  HUMOUR- 
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HUMOROUS  LETTER  from  HABAKKUK  ANGLE  to  GEOFFRY 

GAMBADO,  Efq. 

[From  the  Annals  of  Horfemanfhip,  &c.  Publifhed  by  the  Editor  of  the 

Academy  for  grown  Gentlemen.] 

«  S  I  R,  laws  of  projectiles,  I  muff  in  my 

44  Yj  AVING  long  been  earneftly  flight  through  the  air  deferibe  that 
engaged  in  the  ftudy  ofma-  beautiful  conic  fedtion,  a  parabola, 
thematical  fcience,  and  being  fond  44  After  fome  accidents  of  this  na* 
of  riding,  two  purfuits  ufually  ture,  I  have  been  fortunate  enough, 
thought  incompatible,  I  have  been  notwithdanding  the  violent  re-ac- 
enabled,  by  means  of  this  fingular  tion  of  the  ground  in  confequence  of 
union,  to  ftrike  out  Lome  important  the  ftrong  adtion  of  my  fkull  againi% 
dilcoveries  in  both  branches.  The  it,  topreferve  my  fenfe  fuffifiently  to 
mathematical  improvements  in  rid-  be  able  to  afcertain  the  curve fogene-? 
ing  will,  ]  hope,  deferve  a  place  in  rated  by  my  body  to  deferibe  it  on 
the  Annals  of  Horfemanfhip :  my  paper,  and  demondrate  its  peculiar 
cquedrian  difeoveries  in  mathe-  properties:  and  am  not  without 
matics  you  muff  permit  me  to  re*  hope,  if  I  can  meet  with  horfes  not 
ferve  for  the  Ladies  Diary.  too  fure-foofced,  by  frequent  experi* 

44  My  love  for  equedrian  agi*  ments,  to  determine  what  kind  of  pa* 
tation  is,  I  believe,  more  gene-  rabola  it  is  fafeft  to  deferibe ;  which 
ral  than  that  of  any  other  perfon  ;  problem  will,  I  apprehend,  be  found 
for  whatever  fatisfadlion  may  be  very  ferviceable  in  pradtice,  at  the 
ufually  experienced  by  riders  while  city  hunt  in  Eader  week,  and  during 
they  continue  on  the  backs  of  their  the  celebration  of  Epfom  races, 
horfes,  I  have  never  yet  met  with  or  44  Not  long  ago,  by  a  particula? 
been  informed  of  one,  who  received  convulsion  of  the  animal  from  which 
any  fenfible  delight  from  the  circum-  I  was  fo  fortunate ‘as  to  fall,  I  was 
fiance  of  being  violently  projedted  very  irregularly  thrown  to  the  earth, 
from  the  faddle.  But  here,  fir,  but  had  the  fatisfadlion  afterwards 
from  my  paffionate  fondnefs  for  the  to  difeover  that  the  curve  deferibed 
mathematics,  I  enjoy  a  manifed  ad-  in  my  fall  was  a  fegment  of  a  very 
vantage.  From  the  concuffions,  re-  eccentric  ellipfe,  of  which  the  faddle 
percuffions,  and  every  other  kind  of  was  one  focus;  and  that  it  was  near¬ 
compound  motion  which  can  be  ly,  if  not  exadtly,  the  fame  with 
generated  confidently  with  the  due  the  path  of  the  comet  now  expedted 
fupport  of  the  -  centre  of  gravity,  I  to  return.  And  once,  by  a  fuccufla- 
enjoy,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  at  lead  tion  dill  more  anomalous,  I  was 
as  much  fatisfadlion  as  any  other  happy  to  deferibe  a  new  curve, 
rider :  and  at  the  time  of  being  which  I  found  to  poflefs  fome  veiy 
thrown  off,  or,  in  more  proper  Ian-  amazing  properties;  and  I  hope 
guage,  projedted  from  the  horfe,  I  effedtualiy  to  immortalize  my  own 
experience  a  peculiar  delight  in  re-  name,  by  calling  it  Lemma  s  firjl 
collecting  that,  by  the  univerfal  Hippopiptic  curve.* 

i 

u  *  Hippopiptic  expreffes  the  mode  of  the  curve’s  generation  in  falling  from  a  horfe: — 
Lorn  hippos ,  a  horfe,  and  pipto,  to  fall.  I  call  it  fnfi,  becuufe  I  hope  by  the  lame 
means  to  difeover  more  hereafter.” 

“  The 
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«  The  firft  equedrian  problem 
that  I  ever  fet  myfeif  to  difcover  was 
this;  “  When  by  pulling  the  reins 
«  you  prevent  a  horfe  from  falling, 
“  where  is  the  fulcrum  or  prop  ? — 
*«  and  how  is  the  horfe’s  centre  of 
<ugravity  prevented  from  being 
“  thrown  beyond  the  bale  of  his 
«  legs  ?”  I  will  not  trouble  you 
now  with  the  particulars  of  this  diffi¬ 
cult  invefligation ;  but  fhall  only 
fay,  that  it  turned  out  greatly  to  the 
honour  of  demipique  faddles;  which 
accordingly,  in  the  Mathematical 
Elements  of  Riding,  that  I  mean- 
hereafter  to  publilh,  I  fit  all  recom¬ 
mend  very  ftrongly  in  a. corollary. 

“  A  learned  fludent  iirmathema- 
tics  has  long  publiffied  his  ability 
and  defire  to  conftnnft  breeches  upon 
geometrical  principles'*. 

“  Mr*  Nunn  is  certainly  in¬ 
genious,  and  his  breeches,  a  few 
fallen t  angles  excepted,  admirable; 
but  the  artift  who  fliould  make 
bridles,  faddles,  and  other  equeflrian 
paraphernalia,  by  the  rules  of  pure 
mathematics,  would  render  a  much 
more  praife -worthy  fervice  to  the 
public.  For  if  the  ffimfy  leather  of 
breeches  require  geometrical  cutting, 
how  much  more  necedary  mud  it  be 
to  the  tough  hide  which  forms  the 
bridle?  And  to  what  purpofe  will 
the  geometry  in  the  breeches  ope¬ 
rate,  if  the  faddle,  by  which  they 
are  to  be  fupported,  and  whofe  fu- 
perfices  they  are  to  touch  in  as  many 
points  as  poffible,  be  formed  ungeo- 
metrically  ?  But  I  forbear  to  expa¬ 
tiate  on  a  matter  as  plain  as  an 
axiom  of  Euclid;  trufting  that  who¬ 
ever  can  perceive  the  utility  of  geo¬ 
metrical  breeches,  will  readily  argue, 


a  fortiori ,  to  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
geometrical  faddles  and  bridles. 

&  “  Purfuing  my  principles,  I  have 
.demonflrated  what  is  the  right  line 
to  be  drawn  by  the  mathematical 
rider  in  every  difficult  fituation.  I  n 
afcending  a  horfe’s  back,  at  what., 
angle  to  extend  the  moveable  leg, 
while  the  fixed  one  is  refled  in  the 
Hirrup:  in  leaping,  how  to  regm- 
late  the  ofcillation  or  balancing,  of 
the  body,  by  attending  carefully  to 
that  fundamental  point  which  is 
your  center  of  motion  :  in  11 acting, 
how  to  difpofe  of  the  fuperflous  mo¬ 
mentum,  and  thereby  to  prefer ve  in 
full  force  the  attraction  of  cohefion 
between  rump  and  faddle :  in  rear¬ 
ing,  at  what  angle,  formed  by  the 
horfe’s  back  with  the  plane  of  the 
horizon,  it  is  mod  advifeable  to 
Hide  down  over  his  tail;  which,  I 
maintain,  is  the  only  expedient  that 
can  be  praftifed  with  a  mathemati¬ 
cal  certainty  of  being  fafe :  thefe  and 
many  other  important  fecrets,  [  am 
ready,  at  any  time  when  called  upon, 
to  communicate.  One  I  cannot 
even  now  wit  hold,  which  is  this : 
that  there  is  no  good  or  truly  geo¬ 
metrical  riding,  unlefs  the  legs  be 
extended  perfectly  in  ftraight  lines, 
fo  as  to  form  tangents  to  the  cylin¬ 
drical  furface  of  the  horfe’s  body: 
in  a  word,  to  refemble,  as  much  as 
poffible,  a  pair  of  compafles  fet 
anride  upon  a  telefcope  ;  which  1 
conceive  to  be  the  periefl  model  of 
mathematical  riding. 

'«  But  befides  this  application  of 
pure  geometry,  it  has  often  driick. 
me,'  that  too  little  ufe  is  made,  in 
riding,  of  the  principles  of  mixed 
mathematics,  Condder,  Mr.  Gam- 


*  Mr.  Nunn’s  advert ifement  is  as  fellows:  otomuth  Y  ” 

“  BREEC HES-MAK1NG  improved  by  GEOMEMO  • 

«  Thomas  Nunn,  Breeches  maker,  N9.  29,  Wigmorc-ftreet,  ^  a. 

«  invented  a  fyftem  on  a  mathematical  principle-,  by  which  difficulties  are  Rived,  a  d 

“  errors  corrected  :  its  ufefulhefs  for  eafe  and' neatnefs  m  utting,  R  ( ,,‘obkmeii 

«  is  the  only  perfedt  rule  for  that  work  ever  dtfeovered.  Several  hundreds  (noble me  , 

gentlemen,  and  others^  who  have  had  proof  of  its  utility,  a.lQY'  1  y  cx  ^ 

w  ever  nude  trial  ph”  ’  bado 
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bado,  the  fix  mechanical  powers! 
the  lever,  the  wheel  and  axle,  the 
pulley ,  the  inclined  plane,  the  wedge 
and  the  ferew ;  and  refled:  with  what 
advantage  all  thefe  may  he  applied 
to  the  nfes  of  horfe  man  fit  ip  By- 
means  of  a  lever,  having  an  ele¬ 
vated  fulcrum  raffed  on  the  pommel 
of  the  Laddie,  an  entire  flop  might 
be  put  to  the  practice  of  hilling  ;  ex¬ 
cept  where  the  practitioner  fhould 
voluntarily  take  a  tumble  for  the- 
exprefs  purpofe  of  ftudying  the 
parabola,  or  hippo  pidic  curve* 
The  wheel  and  axle  is  already  ap¬ 
plied  in  the  ufe  of  horfes,  though 
not  in  any  branch  of  horfemanfhip, 
except  the  driving  of  pofl-chaifes; 
but  is  alfo  found  fo  efficacious  in 
preventing  falls,  that  where  a  horfe 
has  been  ufed  to  that  affiftance,  it 
is  not  reckoned  fafe  to  ride  him 
without.  The  application  of  the 
wedge  might,  undoubtedly,  very 
materially  improve  the  art  of  fig¬ 
ging.  The  ferew  might,  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  be  applied  to  the  direction 
of  the  horfes  head  with  more  ex- 
adnefs,  and  confequently  enable  the 
rider  to  guide  his  courfe  with  ma¬ 
thematical  accuracy.  The  inclined 
plane  might  happily  be  introduced  to 
facilitate  the  backward  flide  of  the 
rider  at  the  time  of  rearing,  as 
above  mentioned.  And  a  fvftem  of 
puliies ,  in  the  nature  of  Mr.  Smea- 
ton’s,  by  giving  the  rider  a  force 
equal  to  the  adion  for  many  thoufand 
pounds  weight,  might  for  ever  put 
an  end  to  the  dangerous  vice  of  run¬ 
ning  awav. 

“  By  the  ufe  of  the  principles  of 
aftronomy,  I  have  invented  a  mode 
{>  of  taking  the  exad  altitude  of  any 
horfe,  at  two  obfervations,  and  am 
at  pref.nt  at  work  on  a  *  hippodro- 
giometer,  to  afeertain  the  velocity 


of  his  courfe  in  the  very  ad  of  rid*  i 
ing. 

“  But  while  T  boaft,  and,  !  trufb, 
with  reafon,  of  thefe  difeoveries,  I 
mu  ft  candidly  confefs  that  a  rigorous  . 
attention  to  the  theory  has  hue- 
times  betrayed  me  into  practical 
errors.  When  mv  horfe  has  been 
pulling  earneftly  one  wav,  my  own 
intention  being  at  the  fame  time  to  j 
go  another,  1  have  pulled  ftrongly 
at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  his 
courfe;  expeding,  from  the  laws  of 
compound  motion,  that  we  fhould 
then  proceed,  neither  in  the  line  of 
his  effort  nor  of  my  pull,  but  in  ail 
intermediate  one,  which  would  be 
the  diagonal  of  the  parallelogram, 
of  which  our  forces  were  as  the 
fide?;  but  have  always  found  that 
this  method  produced  a  rotatory  in- 
ftead  of  a  i  edilinear  motion.  When 
a  horfe  has  run  awav,  I  have  to 
avoid  the  wafte  of  force  in  my  own 
arms,  calculated  the  neceffary  di¬ 
minution  of  it  in  his  legs;  hut  un¬ 
fortunately,  efiimating  it  as  the 
fquares  of  the  diftances  multiplied 
into  the  times,  I  was  frequently 
daflied  againft  walls,  pitched  over 
gates,  and  plunged  into  ponds,  be¬ 
fore  f  difrovered  that  it  is  not  as  the 
fquares  of  the  times,  but  merely  as 
the  times.  I  mention  thefe  circum- 
ftances  by  way  of  caution  to  other 
theorifts  ;  not  being  at  all  difeou- 
raged  myfelf  by  fiich  trifling 
failures,  and  hoping,  by  your  aflift- 
ance,  to  convince  the  world  that  no 
man  can  ever  become  a  perfect  rider, 
nnlefs  he  has  firft  made  mathema¬ 
tics  his  hobby-horfe.  You  will  par¬ 
don  this  innocent  play  of  words  on 
a  fubjed  fo  ferious  and  believe  me 
to  be,  Sir,  with  great  efteem, 

“  Yours,  &c. 

“  Haeakkuk  Angle.” 


s‘  *  from  Hippos  a  horfe,  dromoi  a  courfe,  and  metrein  tomeafure.” 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEA  R,. 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet-Laureat* 


^  HEN  from  the  bofom  of  the  mine 
V  The  magnet  firft  to  light  was  thrown. 

Fair  Commerce  hail  d  the  gift  divine, 

And,  fmiiing,  claim’d  it  for  her  own. 

“  My  bark  (fhefaid)  this  gem  fhall  guide 
“  Thro’  paths  of  ocean  yet  untried, 

While,  as  my  daring  foils  explore 
u  Each,  rude,  inhofpitable  fhore, 

“  ’Mid  defart  fands,  and  ruthlefs  Ikies, 

44  New  feats  of  induftry  fhall  rife, 

44  And  culture  wide  extend  its  genial  reign, 

Free  as  the  ambient  gale,  and  boundlefs  as  the  main*  ] 

But  Tyranny  foon  learn’d  to  feize 
The  art  improving  Science  taught ; 

The  white  fail  courts  the  diftant  breeze, 

With  Horror  and  Deflru&ion  fraught ; 

From  the  tall  maft  fell  War  unfurl’d 
His  banners  to  a  new-found  world  ; 

Oppreflion,  arm’d  with  giant  pride. 

And  bigot  Fury  by  her  fide  ; 

Dire  Defolation,  bath’d  in  blood,  • 

Pale  Av’rice,  and  her  harpy  brood, 

To  each  affrighted  fliore  in  thunder  fpoke. 

And  bow’d  the  wretched  race  to  Slavery’s  iron  yoke. 

Not  fuch  the  gentler  views  that  urge 
Britannia’s  fons  to  dare  the  furge ; 

Not  fuch  the  gifts  her  Drake,  her  Raleigh  bore, 

To  the  wild  inmates  of  th’  Atlantic  fliore, 

Teaching  each  drear  wood’s  pathlefs  feene 
The  glories  of  their  Virgin  Queen.— 

Nor  fuch  her  later  Chiefs  who  try, 

Impell’d  by  foft  Hurpanitv, 
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The  boift’rous  wave,  the  rugged  coaft, 

The  burning  zone,  the  polar  froft, 

That  climes  remote,  and  regions  yet  unknown, 

^lay  {hare  a  George’s  lway,  and  blefs  his  patriot  throne,  ^ 

Warm  Fancy,  kindling  with  delight. 

Anticipates  the  lapfe  of  age, 

And,  as  flie  throws  her  eagle’s  fight 
O’er  Time’s  yet  undifeover’d  page, 

Vaft  continents,  now  dark  with  fhade. 

She  fees  in  verdure’s  rpbe  array’d, 

■Sees  o’er  each  ifland’s  fertile  ftee*p, 

That  frequent  fiuds  the  Southern  deep, 

His  fleecy  charge  the  fhepherd  lead, 

The  harveft  wave,  the  vintage  bleed  : 

Sees  Commerce  fprings  of  guitlefs  wealth  explore, 

Where  frowns  the  Weftern  world  on  Afia’s  neighbouring  fkorc, 

But,  lo  !  acrofs  the  blackening  fkies, 

What  fwarthy  Daemon  wings  his  flight 
At  once  the  tranfient  landfcape  flies, 

The  fplendid  vifion  fets  in  night.— 

And  fee  Britannia’s  aweful  form, 

With  breafl  undaunted,  brave  the  florm  ! 

Aweful,  as  when  her  angry  tide 
z  Overwhelm’d  the  wreck’d  Armada’s  pride ! 

Aweful,  as  when  th’  avenging  blow,  * 

Sufpending  o’er  a  proflxate  foe. 

She  fnatch’d,  in  vidt’roy’s  moment  prompt  to  fave? 

Iberia’s  finking  fons  from  Calpe*s  glowing  wave. 

Ere  yet  the  temper’s  mingled  found 
Burfl:  dreadful  o’er  the  nations  round, 

What  Angel-fhape,  in  beaming  radiance  dight 
Pours  thro’  the.fevering  clouds  celeftial  light  ? 

’Tis  Peace ! — before  her  feraph  eye 
The  fiends  of  Devaftation  fly  ; 

Aufpicious  round  our  Monarch’s  brow 
She  twines  her  olive’s  f^cred  bough  ; 

This  victory  (fhe  cries)  is  mine, 
u  Not  tom  from  War’s  terrific  fhrine ; 

I*  Mine,  the  pure  trophies  of  the  wife  and  good, 

Unbought  by  feenes  of  woe,  and  undefil’d  with  blood,” 
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/ERSES  written  in  the  ISLAND  of  STAFFA,  Auguft  6,  1787,  Addref- 
ed  to  Sir  JOSEPH  BANKS,  by  WILLIAM  PARSONS,  Efq.  F.  R*  5. 

[Communicated  by  a  Friend.] 

WHAT  founds  harmonious  mingle  with  the  ftorm  l 
The  liars  dim  gleaming  through  his  mifty  form, 

Does  Cona’s  *  voice  renew  the  thrilling  rhimes, 

The  ftreamy  Morven’s  tales  of  other  times? 

Or  to  revilit  yon  deferted  fane  -j*,  t 
Does  bleft  Columba  leave  the  fainted  train, 

Tuning  in  golden  clouds  the  folemn  lyre, 

Whofe  loud  notes  join  the  full  celeffcial  choir  ? 

Vain  fidlions  thefe,  which  youthful  Bards  delight. 

When  fome  new  wonder  ftrik.es  th’  aftonifti’d  fight ! 

No  founds  are  heard,  except  th’  Atlantic  wave, 

That  deeply  murmurs  in  the  twilight  cave ! 

Awe-ftruck  1  enter  ! — This  ftupendous  roof, 

Thefe  adamantine  walls  of  mafty  proof, 

Thefe  groups  of  columns  that  in  Ocean  Hand, 

What  hands  have  rais’d?  what  architect  hath  plann’d? 

Did  the  bold  Giant  race,,  the  Northern  boaft, 

With  vaft  Typhoean  ftrength,  each  man  a  hoft. 

Rear  mid  the  raging  deep  a  pillar'd  floor  j, 

And  link  the  Hebrides  to  dread  Bengore? 

Or,  am  I  borne  to  that  tremendous  hall 
Where  Odin  fat,  and  at  his  mighty  call 
The  Runic  Demi-gods  in  ftern  repofe 
Quaff'd  their  fweet  beverage  from  the  fculls  of  foe?» 

Illusions  all ! - Of  art  no  traces  near, 

Nor  Giant  race  nor  Runic  Chiefs  were  here  : 

His  nobler  work,  proud  ||  Nevis’  towering  head 
Who  rais’d,  and  funk  the  Sea’s  capacious  bed  ; 

Who  taught  the  enormous  whale,  while  Ocean  boils, 

To  ftem  the  wave,  and  thrid  the  numerous  ifles ; 

Who  bade  the  Arttic  eagle  in  his  flight 

Drink  the  flant  beam,  and  fcorn  the  languid  light ! 

O  facred  Truth  !  O  Energy  divine  ! 

Too  long  at  fpecicjms  Fancy’s,  gaudy  fhrine 
Deluded  loitering,  mid  Italian  {hades 
In  day-dreams  wild  I  woo’d  th’  Aonian  maids, 

*  Oman  calls  himfelf  “  the  voice  of  Cona,”  “  The  ghofl  of  Crugal  came  from  hh 
;ave,  the  liars  dim  twinkled  through  iiis  form.”  Macpherfon’s  Olnan. 
t  ^  he  ruins  of  the  church  of  Iona  or  Ikolmkill,  founded  by  St.  Columba  in  the  fifth 
mtury,  are  vifible  from  Staff;’,.  , 

}  It  has  long  been  a  popular  fuperftition,  that  the  columns  of  Staffa  and  thofe  of  tho 
'■ants  Caufeway  in  Ireland,  were  the  work  of  Giants,  and  once  united  the  two  coafts. 
lie  Headland  ol  Bengore  is  one  of  the  moft  llriking features  of  the  Bafultic  coall,  of  which 
!e  Giants  Cauf  way  is  a  part  See  Hamilton’s  Letters  on  the  Coaft  of  Antrim. 

||  Ben  Nevis  is  the  higheft  mountain  in  Scotland  ;  it  is  about  ICO  miles  from  Staffa^ 
43  height  mere  than  4090  feet  above  the  fea. 
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Who  bade  full  oft  their  air-built  vifions  rife 
In  glittering  lutes  before  my  dazzled  eyes, 

Prone  to  forfake  thy  philofbphic  ftore 
T'or  fabled  regions,  and  romantic  lore; 

Such  thoughts  the  local  feelings ,  there  infpire, 

Rous’d  by  the  Mantuan  trump,  or  Sabine  lyre  ; 

Such  mad  Orlando’s  drano-e  adventures  move. 

And  Godfrey’s  pious  arms  and  Petrarch’s  haplefs  love  * 

At  length,  fo  reafon  wills,  thefe  raptures  fail,  * 

And  riper  judgment  mull  with  tears  bewail 
Thole  hours  devoted  to  the  “  thanklefs  Mufe.” 

More  wife,  more  bleft  §,  whofe  carious  fearch  purfues 
Of  real  wonders  each  efficient  caufe, 

Nature’s  prolific  reign,  and  hidden  laws. 

Tracing  each  change  of  earth’s  albpaffive  frame, 

Subdued  by  air,  by  water,  and  by  flame, 

While  oft  the  faired  fymmetry  of  things 

From  jarning  powers  and  dire  convulfion  fprings. 

Were  I  thus  gifted,  I  might  now  unfold 
To  yon  poor  feamen,  ignorant  as  bold, 

While  fro  m  the  dancing  wave  their  lifted  eyes 
Gaze  on  this  ifland  with  uncouth  furprife, 

And,  widely  erring,  they  afcribe  each  part 
T  o  manual  labour  or  to  magic  art, 

By  what  nice  procefs  powerful  nature  gave 
Thefe  rocks  their  pillars,  and  their  fhadowv  cave, 

Which  awe  with  grandeur,  or  with  beauty "pleafe — 

*  By  fire  ejected ,  or  depojed  by  feus  ! 

Such  objeris,  Banks,  provok’d  thy  gen’rotis  toils, 

Scorning  alike  Ambition’s  gorgeous  fpoils, 

The  fports  of  pleafure,  and  the  couch  of  red, 

To  fail  adventurous  with  undaunted  bread 
Through  feas  unknown,  where  fiercer  billows  roll, 

And  “  curl  their  mondrous  heads”  round  either  pole; 

From fiouthern  Ides,  whence  favage  forms  advance, 

Raife  the  wild  yell,  and  fhake  the  hodile  lance. 

♦  Then,  fierce  and  reeking  from  the  horrid  meal, 
f  Their  mangled  foes  to  fhuddering  eyes  reveal; 

To  northern  Hecla,  who  his  ice- crown’d  head 
Proudly  uprears,  while  round  his  fides  are  fpread 

§  Felix  qui  potuit  rerum  cognofccre  caufas.  Virg.  Geo.  lib.  2. 

*  The  volcanic  theory  of  the  Staffa  Bafaltes  has  been  generally  adopted,  though 
the  character  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  where  the  columnar  appearance  is  nearly  as 
perfect,  is  widely  different  from  the  ufual  one  of  a  volcanic  country,  they  being  moflly 
formed  of  natural  terraces,  one  above  another,  and  all  lying  in  txadb  horizontal  direc¬ 
tions,  which  confirms  fome  obfervers  in  the  opinion,  that  they  were  originally  formed  by 
ciepnfition  of  water. 

f  See  in  Hawkefworth’s  Account  of  Cook’s  Voyage  decifive  proofs  of  the  New  Zea- 
fenders  eating  the  flclh  of  their  enemies. 
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Torrents  of  flame,  and  at  his  feet  a  rile 
J  The  watry  Geyfers,  glittering  in  the  fkies ! 

Great  is  the  merchant's  praife,  whofe  adlive  miii4 
In  diitant  climes  can  home  new  commerce  find, 

And  bring  exulting  to  a  grateful  fhore 
Sources  of  wealth,  and  arts,  unknown  before  : 

And  great  the  hero’s ,  who  on  foreign  plains, 

’Mid  toil  and  peril,  his  high  talk  maintains 
O  ’er  conquer'd  nations,  with  fupreme  command 
To  bear  the  fceptre  of  his  native  land  : 

But  greater  his ,  whom  Science  tempts  to  roam, 

And  bring  the  fpoils  of  rich  difeoverv  home  j 
Whofe  better  aim,  and  labours  more  refin’d, 

Add  to  the  general  knowledge  of  mankind. 

For  this  Britannia’s  ftudious  Tons  decree 
That  facred  chair  which  Newton  fill’d  to  thee  ; 

For  ibis,  where’er  her  welcome  Hags  unfurl’d, 

Thy  praife  fhall  fpread,  and  charm  the  hft'ning  world  ; 

E’en  thefe  lone  feenes  thy  keen  refearch  proclaim  ;  ' 

Fix’d  on  bafaltic  columns  (lands  thy  Fame  ! 


To  WILLIAM  LOCKE,  Efq.  Junior,  on  his  PICTURE  of  the  DEATH 
of  CARDINAL  WGLSEY.  Bv  the  fame  Gentleman. 

a * 

[Communicated  by  a  Friend.] 

Scgnius  irritant  animos  demijja  per  aures , 

Quant  tpire  junt  oculis  fubjeHa  ficlelibus .  PIor, 

PAINTING  !  fweet  injur’d  nymph,  whofe  matchlefs  (kill 
Futile  and  vain  yon  cloyflev’d  pedant  deems ! 

To  move  the  paffions  and  corredl  the  will, 

Great  is  thy  force,  if  Genius  chufe  thy  themes. 

What  boafl  fo  high  can  Bards  or  Sages  raife, 

Who  win  by  flow  degrees  the  lifl’ning ear? 

Thy  moral  lightning  through  the  eye  conveys 

Both  tale  and  precept,  fudden,  ftrong,  and  clear.  - 

In  deep  Contrition’s  pangs  proud  Wolfey  dies. 

Ye  proud,  behold  his  portrait  and  be  wife; 

The  fpeaking  record  Hiltory  approves, 

And  eloquence,  ftruck  dumb,  with  fhame  departs  ; 

While  Virtue  from  her  harry  threfliold  move?, 

To  hail  thee  noblefl  of  the  liberal  Arts !  W.  Par  sons. 


fThe  Geyfers  are  the  molt  conliderable  of  the  boiling-water  fprings  in  Iceland,  which 
hav«  been  laid  to  rife  as  high  as  60  fathoms.— See  \on  X  roil  s  Letters  on  Iceland. 
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'  DUNCAN’S  WARNING. 

[From  Poems  by  J.  Aikin,  M.  D.] 

t- 

AS  o’er  the  heath,  amid  his  Reel-clad  Thanes, 

The  royal  Duncan  rode  in  martial  pride, 

Where,  full  to  view,  high-topp’d  with  glittering  vanes, 
Macbeth’s  ftrong  towers  o’erhung  the  mountain’s  fide; 

In  dulky  mantle  wrapp’d,  a  grifly  form 
Rufh’d  with  a  giant’s  Rride  acrofs  his  way  ; 

And  thus,  while  howl’d  around  the  riling  Rorm, 

In  hollow  thundering  accents  pour’d  difmay* 

4 

Stop,  O  King  !  thy  deltin’d  courfe, 

Furl  thy  Randard,  turn  thy  horfe, 

Death  befets  this  onward  track, 

Come  no  further, — quickly,  back* 

Hear’ft  thou  not  the  raven’s  croak  F 
See’ft  thou  not  the  blafled  oak? 

Feel’ll  thou  not  the  loaded  Iky  ? 

Read  thy  danger,  King,  and  fly* 


& 


Lo,  yon’  callle  banners  glare 
Bloody  through  the  troubled  air 
Lo,  what  fpeftres  on  the  roof 
Frowning  bid  thee  Rand  aloof ! 

Murder,  like  an  eagle,  waits 
Perch’d  above  the  gloomy  gates, 

JuR  in  a£t  to  pounce  his  prey ; 

Come  not  near—  away  1  away  ! 

Let  not  plighted  faith  beguile  ; 
Honour’s  femblance,  Beauty’s  fmile  s 
Fierce  Ambition’s  venom’d  dart 
Rankles  in  the  feR’ring  heart. 

Treafon,  arm’d  againR  thy  life, 
Points  his  dagger,  whets  his  knife. 
Drugs  his  flupifying  bowl, 

Steels  his  unrelenting  loul. 

Now  ’tis  time;  ere  guilty  night 
Clofes  round  thee,  fpeed  thy  flight. 
If  the  threfhold  once  be  croR, 
Duncan !  thou’rt  for  ever  loR. 


V 


Or 


On  he  goes ! - refidlefs  Fate' 

Hades  to  fill  his  mortal  date  : 

Ceafe,  ye  warnings,  vain,  tho’  true. 
Murder’d  King,  adieu !  adieu  f  ! 

HORATIAN  PHILOSOPHY. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


F  ROM  fcenes  of  tumult,  noife  and  ftrife, 

And  all  the  ills  of  public  life  ; 

From  waiting  at  the  great  man’s  gate, 

Amid  the  (laves  that  (well  his  (late ; 

From  coxcomb  poets  and  their  verfes; 

From  ftreets  with  chariots  throng’d,  and  hearfes ; 
From  rattling  fpendthrifts,  and  their  gueds. 

And  dull  buffoons  with  fcurvy  jefts  ; 

From  fafhion’s  whims,  and  folly’s  freaks; 

From  (bouts  by  day,  and  nightly  (lirieks  ; 

O  let  me  make  a  quick  retreat, 

And  feek  in  hade  my  country  feat ; 

In  blent  (hades  forgotten  lie, 

And  learn  to  live,  before  I  die5| 

There,  on  the  verdant  turf  reclin’d. 

By  wifdom’s  rules  eompofe  my  mind  ; 

My  paffions  dill,  correft  my  heart, 

And  meliorate  my  better  part : 

Quit  idle  hope,  and  fond  defire, 

And  ceafe  to  gaze/where  fools  admire  : 

With  fcorn  the  crowd  profane  behold 
Enfiav’d  by  fordid  third  of  gold, 

Nor  deign  to  bend  at  fuch  a  (brine, 

While  pried  of  Phoebus  and  the  Nine* 

Nor  would  I  (bun  the  du dent’s  toil, 

But  feed  my  lamp  with  Grecian  oil. 

Sometimes  thro’  Stoic  v.alks  fublime 
Up  the  rough  deep  of  Virtue  climb  ; 

From  philosophic  heights  look  down, 

Nor  heed  if  Fortune  fmile  or  frown ; 

In  wifdom’s  mantle  clofely  furl’d, 

Defy  the  tempeds  of  the  world ; 

And,  fcorning  all  that’s  not  our  own, 

Place  every  good  in  mind  alone. 

Then,  Hiding  to  an  eafier  plan, 

Put  off  the  God,  to  be  the  Man  ; 

Refolve  the  offer’d  Tweets  to  prove 
Of  focial  bowls,  gay  fports,  and  love  5 
Give  fro  ward  life  its  childifh  toy, 

Nor  bludi  to  feel,  and  to  enjoy. 


f  The  idea  of  this  meflenger  of  terror,  have  engrafted  on  the  (lory  of  Macbeth,  U 
:rived  from  an  incident  which  the  French  hiftori&ns  relate  to  h?r  ocoired  to  Charles 
I.  in  the  foreit  of  Maas. 
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Yet  ever,  as  by  humour  led, 

Each  path  of  life  in  turn  I  tread, 

Still  to  my  firft  great  maxim  true, 

On  Moderation  fix  my  view  ; 

Let  her  with  tempering  fway  prefide 
O’er  Pleafures  cup  and  Learning’s  pride; 
And  by  her  fage  decrees  o’er-rule 
The  dogmas  of  each  ffurdy  fchool. 
Opinion  thus  may  various  play, 

While  reafon  fhines  with  heady  ray. 

And  calls  o’er  all  the  lliifting  fcene 
Her  fober  hue,  and  light  ferene. 


AN  AMATORYODE. 

[From  Salmagundi ;  a  Mifcellaneous  Combination  of  Original  Poetry.] 

OW  hath  the  fun  his  evanefcent  fires 
Quench’d  in  the  billows  of  the  weftern  main ; 

Ceafe  their  foft  carols  all  the  feather’d  choirs, 

And  gloomy  folitude  ufurps  the  plain. 

Rife,  ye  deep  fhades,  ye  waves  in  darknefs  roll. 

Ye  feather’d  choirs  to  filence  yield  the  grove, 

For  Lefbia  fleeps  nor  cheers  my  penfive  foul 
The  glance  of  rapture,  nor  the  voice  of  love. 

Ye  Winds,  whofe  havoc-fpreading  pinions  ply 
Their  furious  fpeed,  and  with  dire  yell  invade 
This  nether  world,  whofe  wafteful  tyranny 
Pale  Dryads  mourn  in  many  a  ruin’d  lhade  ; 

Wake  not  my  Love  Let  not  your  thund ’ring  cry 
With  dread  alarm"  the  haunt  of  peace  infeft  ; 

Here  breathe  in  foft  iEoJian  melody 

Each  cadence  fweet  that  charms  the  foul  to  reft* 

Ye  Spectres  (whom  belated  pilgrims  fear, 

1  filling  in  throngs  from  charnel,  vault,  or  tomb, 

What  time  deep-fhadowing  clouds  thy  radiant  fphere, 

Cynthia,  involve  in  night’s  meridian  gloom,) 

Hence  to  deferted  fane  or  mouldering  hall, 

Or  the  gaunt  felon’s  ruthlefs  courfe  control ; 

With  monitory  fhriek  the  wretch  appal, 

And  to  compun&ion  wake  his  torpid  foul. 

*  • 

But  walk  not  near  the  couch  where  Lefbia  lies 
Like  fome  rich  pearl  in  its  enamell’d  ftieU, 

Op  fainted  relic,  from  profaner  eyes 
Secluded  in  the  dim  fhrine’s  filver  cell.  ; 
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Wanton,  ye  Faries,  round  her  tranquil  bow’r, 

With  blifsful  elves  fantaftic  meafures  tread $ 

O’er  her  foft  eyelids  dews  of  opiate  pow’r 

Cull’d  from  choice  blooms,  in  ihow’rs  of  fragrance  Hied s 

Let  your  bright  tapers’  vifionary  ray 
The  raven-tindtur’d  robe  of  Night  illume  ; 

And,,  ftreaming  o’er  your  fpangled  crefts,  difplay 
The  wave-enamour’d  halcyon’s  emerald  plume. 

And  bid  your  Minftrel-FayS)  a  fhadowy  choir, 

That  charm  the  planets  from  their  fpheres  fublime, 

Celeftial  fongs,  that  love  and  joy  infpire, 

Chant  to  their  golden  harp’s  harmonious  chime. 

And,  when  morn’s  purple  ftreaks  th’  horizon  ftain«> 

And  Fairies  fly  the  peal  of  Chanticleer, 

Let  Fancy  Hill  your  glittering  hues  retain, 

Still  let  your  wild  notes  tremble  on  her  ear.— 

Then,  Lefbia,  wake  thy  beauties,  frefher  far 
Than  Galatea  boafted  when  fhe  lav’d 
In  the  fmooth  deep  her  coral-axled  car, 

And  the  Hern  heart  of  Neptune’s  fon  enflav’d. 

Wake  at  his  call,  to  footh  whofe  foul  in  vain 
Morn  fheds  her  radiant  beam,  her  od’rous  airs, 

Save  when,  attentive  to  his  artlefs  ftrain, 

That  radiant  beam,  thofe  odours  Lefbia  fhares. 

He  afks  no  laureate  wreath  to  deck  his  brows, 

No  golden  meed  his  bounded  wifhes  claim, 

Bleft  if  the  objedt  of  his  tendered:  vows 
Smile  on  his  lay— for  Lelbia’s  fmile  is  fame* 

FREE  IMITATION  of  a  LATIN  ODE,  by  WALTER  de  MAPES, 
Archdeacon  of  Oxford  in  the  eleventh  Century;, 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

ORIGINAL, 

MIHI  eft  propofitum  in  taberna  morl* 

Vinum  fit  appofitum  morentis  ori, 

Ut  dicant,  cum  venerint  angelorum  chori  t 
“  Deusfit  propitius  huic  Potatori!” 

Poculis  accenditur  animi  lucerna ; 

Cor  imbutum  Nedtare  volat  ad  fuperna  $ 

1791.  M 

'  0 


Mihi. 


I  ry8j  P  o  E  T  R  Y.* 

Mihi  fa  pit  dulcius  vinum  in  taberna 
Quam  quod  aqua  mifcuit  praefulis  Pincerna. 

Suum  cuique  proprium  dat  natura  muniis* 

Ego  nunquam  potui  fcribere  jejunus  : 

Me  jejunum  vincere  poflet  puer  unus, 

Sitim  et  jejunium  odi  tanquam  funus- 

Tales  verfus  facio  quale  vinum  biboy 
Non  pofTum  fcribere  nifi  fumpto  cibo ; 

Nihil  valet  penitus  quod  jejunus  fcribo; 

Nafonem  poll  caliqes  facile  praeibo. 

Mihi  nunquam  fpiritus  prophetise  datur 
Nifi  cum  fuerit  venter  bene  fatur  ; 

Cum  in  arce  cerebri  Bacchus  dominatup 
In  me  Phoebus  irruit  ac  miranda  fatur* 

i  ' >  *  *  « 

IMITATION. 

f\\  in  a  tavern  end  my  days  ’midft  boon  companions  merry, 

Place  at  my  lips  a  lufty  flalk  replete  with  fparkling  fherry, 

That  angels  hov’ring  round  may  cry,  when  I  lie  dead  as  door  nail;: 

«  Rife,  genial  Deacon,  rife  and  drink  of  the  well  of  life  eternal”' 

3Tis  wine  the  fading  lamp  of  life  renews  with  fire  celeftial, 

And  elevates  the  raptur’d  fenfe  above  this  globe  terreftrial ;  . 

Be  mine  the  grape’s  pure  juice  unmix’d  with  any  bafe  ingredient^ 
Water  to  heretics  I  leave,  found  churchmen  have  no  need  on’t. 

Various  implements  belong  to  ev’ry  occupation  ; 

Give  me  an  haunch  of  venifon,-^-and  a  fig  for  infpiration  t 
Verfes  and  odes  without  good  cheer  I  never  could  indite  ’em. 

Sure  he  who  meager  days  devis’d  is  d---d  ad  infinitum  ! 

When  I  exhaufl  the  bowl  profound  and  gen’rous  liquor  fwallow,, 

Bright  as  the  beverage  I  imbibe  the  gen’rous  numbers  follow  r 
Your  fneaking  water-drinkers  all,  I  utterly  condemn  ’em, 

Me  that  would  write  like  Homer  muft  drink  like  Agamemnon* 

Myfteries  and  prophetic  truths,  I  never  could  unfold  ’em 
Without  a  flagon  of  good  wine  and  a  flice  of  cold  ham ; 

But  when  I’ve  drain’d  my  liquor  out,  and  eat  what’s  in  the  difh  upy 
Tho’  I  am  but  ad  arch-deacon,  I  can  preach  .like  an  archbifhop. 
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ODE  on  his  MAJESTY^  BIRTH-DAY. 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Efq.  Poet  Laureate. 

LOUD  the  whirlwind  rang’d  around 

That  ihook  affrighted  Britain’s  Ihore, 

In  peals  of  louder  thunder  drown’d 

That  mingled  with  the  wint’ry  roar  ; 

Dreadful  amid  the  driving  ftorm 
The  gliding  meteor’s  horrid  form 

With  tranfient  gleam  illum’d  the  air, 

While  thro’  December’s  murky  night. 

Refulgent  wTith  unwonted  light. 

The  livid  dallies  glare. 

II. 

But  fee  !  the  radiant  lord  of  day 

Now  Northward  rolls  his  burning  car, 

And  fcatters  with  victorious  ray 
The  rage  of  elemental  war. 

To  reft  the  troubled  waves  fubfide, 

And  gently  o’er  the  curling  tide 

Young  Zephyr  leads  the  vernal  hours; 

Adorns  with  l  icheft  dyes  the  vale, 

And  fragrance  wafts  on  every  gale 
From  June’s  ambrofial  flowers* 

III. 

O  may  no  low’ring  gloom  o’ercaft 

Th’  aufpicious  morn  to  Britain  dear, 

Or  Enrus  check  with  envious  blaft 

The  promile  of  the  rip’ning  year  !— 

Or  lliould  fome  tranlitory  cloud 
Awhile  th’  etherial  fplendour  Ihroud, 

Soon  lhall  the  fun  his  dream  renew ; 

Soon  fhall  the  landfcape  fmile  around 
With  more  luxuriant  verdure  crown’d, 

And  bloom  with  livelier  hue. 

IV. 

Exulting  in  her  prince  rever’d, 

Whofe  mild  parental  virtues  grace 
The  facred  throne,  by  glory  rear’d 
On  freedom’s  adamantine  bale, 

While  Albion  pours  the  feftive  drain, 

Refponfive  to  her  choral  train 

The  mufe  enraptur’d  joins  the  throng  ; 

Proud  that  a  grateful  people’s  praife 
Echoes  the  votive  verfe  Ihe  pays, 

And  confecrates  her  fong. 

CHA- 
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CHARACTERISTICS  of  LIBERTY  in  the  SAVAGE  STATE  of  this 
ISLAND,  its  EXTINCTION  in  the  early  STAGES  of  our  MO¬ 
NARCHY,  and  its  REVIVAL  and  INFLUENCE  in  the  prefect 
civilized  STATE  of  MANNERS. 

[From  the  Aboriginal  Britons,  by  George  Richards,  B.  A.] 

IN  Albion’s  ancient  days,  midft  nothern  fnows, 

Hardy  and  bold,  immortal  Freedom  rofe. 

She  roam’d  the  founding  margin  of  the  deep, 

Conway’s  wild  bank,  and  Cader’s  craggy  fteep  : 

A  bloody  wolf- Ikin  o’er  her  back  wasfpread  ; 

An  axe  file  bore  ;  and  wild  weeds  grac’d  her  head. 

On  Snowden’s  cliffs  reclin’d  fhe  watch’d  on  high 
The  tempeft-driven  clouds,  that  crofs’d  the  fky  ; 

Or  caught  with  liflening  ear  the  founding  gale, 

When  the  dread  war-long  fhook  the  diftant  dale.. 

At  battle’s  clofe  fhe  roam’d  the  enfanguin’d  plain, 

And  gaz’d  the  threatening  afpefts  of  the  (lain. 

Now  from  ignoble  Both  fhe  rarely  rofe. 

For  favage  freedom  finks  to  mute  repofe  ; 

Now  to  wild  joys,  and  the  bowl’s  maddening  powers 
Gave  up  the  torpid  fenfe  and  liftlefs  hours ; 

Now  joyful  faw  the  naked  fword  difplay’d, 

Though  brother’s  blood  flow’d  reeking  from  the  blade. 

By  tyrants  funk  file  rofe  more  proudly  great, 

As  ocean  fwells  indignant  in  the  ftrait ; 

And,  borne  in  chains  from  Cambria’s  rtiountains  bleak, 

Rais’d  virtue’s  generous blufli  on  Caefar’s  cheek. 

But  ah  !  full  many  a  dark  and  ftormy  year 
She  dropt  o’er  Albion’s  ifle  the  patriot  tear. 

Retir’d  to  mountains  from  the  craggy  dell 
She  caught  the  Norman  curfeu’s  tyrant  knell. 

Sad  to  her  view  the  baron’s  caftle  frown’d 
Bold  from  the  fteep,  and  aw’d  the  plains  around  : 

She  forrowing  heard  the  papal  thunders  roll, 

And  mourn’d  the  ignoble  bondage  of  the  foul : 

Sheblufh’d,  O  Cromwell,  blufh’d  at  Charles’s  doom  j 
And  wept,  mifguided  Sidney,  o’er  thy  tomb. 

■  -•  *  -  s.  "  f  *Jiu.  ''  ;  .  .  .  . 

But  now  reviv’d  fhe  boafts  a  purer  caufe, 

Refin  'd  by  fcience,  form’d  by  generous  laws : 

High  hangs  her  helmet  in  the  banner’d  hall, 

Nor  founds  her  clarion  but  at  honour’s  call. 

Now  walks  the  land  with  olive  chaplet’s  crown’d, 

Exalting  worth,  and  beaming  fafety  round  : 

With  fbcret  joy  and  confcious  pride  admires 
The  patriot  fpirit,  which  herfelf  infpires; 
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Sees  barren  waftes  with  unknown  fruitage  bloom.; 

Sees  Labour  bending  patient  o’er  the  loom ; 

Sees  Science  rove  thro’  academic  bow’rs ; 

And  peopled  cities  lift  their  fpiry  towers  : 

Trade  fwells  her  fails,  wherever  ocean  rolls, 

Glows  at  the  line,  and  freezes  at  the  poles : 

While  through  un water’d  plains  and  wondering  meads 
Waves  not  its  own  the  obedient  river  leads. 

But  chief  the  god-like  mind,  which  bears  impress’d 
Its  Maker’s  glorious  image  full  confeft  ; 

Nobleft  of  works  created  ;  more  divine. 

Than  all  the  Harry  worlds,  that  nightly  fhine  ; 

Form'd  to  live  on,  unconfcious  of  decay, 

When  the  wide  univerfe  fhall  melt  away  : 

The  mind,  which,  hid  in  favage  breafl  of  yore, 

Lay,  like  Golconda’s  gems,  an  ufelefsore  ; 

Now  greatly  dares  fublimeft  aims  to  fcan  ; 

Enriches  fcience,  and  enobles  man  ; 

Unveils  the  femblance,  which  it's  God  bellow’d  ; 

And  draws  more  near  the  fount,,  from  whence  it  flow’d. 

ODE  on  the  diliant  VIEW  of  FRANCE  frorn  DOVER  CLIFF,  in  the 

Year  1789. 

[From  the  fourth  Volume  of  the  Poetry  of  the  World,] 

GENIUS  of  France !  thy  mifty  fhore 
From  Albion’s  rocky  verge  I  trace, 

As  high  above  the  billowy  roar, 

I  dart  my  view  thro’  fubjeft  fpace  : 

Thron’d  on  this  cliff’s  embattled  brow, 

I  feem  the  lord  of  all  below, 

And  while  my  patriot  paffions  boil, 

I  gaze  indignant  on  thy  crouching  foil ! 

Has  not  old  ocean’s  ruthlefs  force 

Torn  thee  from  favour’d  Britain’s  fide  ? 

And  here  with  well-dire£ted  courfe 
Still  rolls  he  not  his  barrier  tide  ? 

Yes  !  —  his  dividing  waves  defign’d 
To  give  this  leffon  to  mankind — 

’Tis  nature’s  voice,  ’tis  Heav’n’s  decree, 

Britain  !  alone  be  great— alone  be  free.” 

.  Warm’d  with  the  thought  my  fancy  dreams 
Of  all  the  mighty  deeds  of  old, 

When  Britain  rous’d  to  martial  themes 
Her  monarchs  Hern,  her  warriors  bold ; 
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I  hear  from  off  this  airy  fteep 
Her  thunder  rattle  o’er  the  deep, 

See  in  the  field  her  fire  difplay’d, 

And  mark  the  withering  lily  droop  and  fade. 

Then  proudly  turn  my  mental  eye 

On  fcenes  of  council — fcenes  of  peace. 

Where  freedom  lifts  her  voice  on  high. 

And  bids  each  tyrant  paffion  ceafe. 

Illuftrious  ifle  1  let  circling  fame 
Thy  juft  pre-eminence  proclaim  \ 

In  clafhing  arms,  in  fage  debate, 

Alike  ftipremely  brave  -  fupremely  great;. 

Such  flattering  vifions  footh  my  foul, 

Elanc’d  from  this  aerial  height ; 

No  narrow  bounds  her  range  controul, 

No  power  reftrains  her  daring  flight. 

Say  what  awakes  the  Eagle’s  fire  ? 

The  pride  his  towering  haunts  infpire— 

He  wheels  around  his  favourite  ftand, 

And  frowns  contempt  on  every  diftant  land.  v 

tlufh’d  be  the  haughty  ftrain  !  a  found 
Of  maddening  joy  burfts  on  my  ear  !' 

From  fliore  to  ftiore  its  echoes  bound— 

’Tis  new-born  freedom’s  voice  I  hear  1 
Arous’d  at  fuperftition’s  death, 

In  Gallia’s  womb  ftie  pants  fop  breath  ! 

Frefh  fhouts  announce  the  finifh’d  ftrife, 

She  breaks  her  bands — {he  fprings  to  life  ! 

T ranfporting  founds  !  they  check  my  pride, 

My  flattering  vifions  melt  away  : 

At  wifdom’s  nod  my  vaunts  ubfide— 

I  own  her  juft,  impartial  fway. 

From  clime  to  clime  may  freedom’s  note 
On  ocean’s  wavy  bofom  float  [ 

May  rapid  gales  its  fpirit  bear, 

1  ill  every  diftant  tribe  the  blefllng  {hare  : 

Enlighten’d  France  !  no  more  I  view 

W  ith  cold  contempt  thy  glittering  coaft— 

To  adtive  worth  is  honour  due  ; 

Th’  unfetter’d  mind  has  caufe  to  boaft, 

Flenceforth  e’en  Britain’s  fplendid.  name 
Can  np  fuperior  luftre  claim. 

Nor  fingly  now  fhall  dart  its  rays, 

But  blend  with  thine  in  freedom’s  fpreading  blase* 

£uough 
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Enough  of  war,  of  proud  difdain — 

The  felfifti  thought,  the  taunting  jeft;- 
Abfurd  diftin£tion — preference  vain, 
Bebaniftftd  from  the  liberal  breaftl 
Ye  fsyell’d  the  lift  of  human  woes  \ 

Ye  made  of  France  and  Britain  foes  ’ 
Taught  each  to  fcorn  its  neighbouring  ftate, 
And  thwart  its  views  with  unremitting  hate. 

Malignant  fhadows— hence*  away  ! 

Hie  to  fome  dark,  unletter’d  Ihore! 
behold  the  dawn  of  reafon’s  day— 

Britain  and  France  contend  no  more. 

In  freedom’s  caufe  from  age  to  age 
Shall  both  with  equal  warmth  engage, 
Purfue  the  fame  exalted  plan, 

And  vindicate  on  earth  the  Rights  ©f  Man. 


ON  a  TEAR. 

[From  the  third  Volume  of  -the Fame  Work.] 

OH!  that  the  Chemift’s  magic  art 

Could  chryftalize  this  facred  treafure  ! 
I,ong  fhould  it  glitter  near  my  heart, 

A  fecret  fource  of  penftve  pleafure. 

The  little  brilliant,  ere  it  fell, 

It’s  luftre  caught  from  Chloe’-s  eye  ; 

Then,  trembling,  left  its  coral  ceil — 

The  fpring  of  fenfibility  ! 

Sweet  drop  of  pure  and  pearly  light ! 

In  thee  the  rays  of  virtue  fhine 
More  calmly  clear,  more  mildly  bright, 

Than  any  gem  that  gilds  the  mine. 

« 

JBenign  reftorer  of  the  fotll ! 

Who  ever  fly ’ft  to  bring  relief, 

When  firft  fhe  feels  the  rude  controui 
Of  love  or  pity,  joy  or  grief. 

The  fage’s  and  the  poet’s  theme, 

In  every  clime,  in  every  age  ; 

Thou  charm’ft  in  fancy’s  idle  dream9 
^  realm’s  philofophic  page. 
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That  very  law  -j*  which  moulds  a  tear. 

And  bids  it  trickle  from  its  faurce, 

That  law  prefer ves  the  earth  a  fpheFe, 

And  guides  the  Planets  in  their  courfe. 

LINES  TO  HIM  WHO  WILL  UNDERSTAND  THEM. 

[From  Mrs.  Robinfon’s  Poems.] 

THOU  art  no  more  my  bofom’s  friend ; 

Here  mult  the  fweet  delufion  end, 

That  charm’d  my  fenfes  many  a  year, 

Thro’  fmiling  fummers,  winters  drear.—* 

O,  Friendlhip!  am  I  doom’d  to  find 
Thout  art  a  phanton  of  the  mind  ? 

A  glit’ring  fliade,  an  empty  name, 

An  air- born  vifion’s  vap’rifh  flame  ? 

And  yet,  the  dear  deceit  fo  long 
Has  wak’d  to  joy  my  matin  fong, 

Has  bid  my  tears  forget  to  flow, 

Chas’d  ev’ry  pain,  footh’d  ev’ry  woe; 

That  truth,  unwelcome  to  my  ear,* 

Swells  the  deep  figh,  recalls  the  tear. 

Gives  to  the  lenfe  the  keeneft  fmart, 

Checks  the  warm  pulfes  of  the  heart, 

Darkens  my  fate  and  heals  away 
Each  gleam  of  joy  thro’  life’s  fad  day, 

Britain,  farewel !  I  quit  thy  fhore. 

My  native  country  charms  no  more ; 

No  guide  to  mark  the  toilfome  road  ; 

No  deftin’d  climes  ,•  no  fix’d  abode ; 

Alone  and  fad,  ordain’d  to  trace 
The  vaft  expanfe  of  endlefs  fpace ; 

To  view,  upon  the  mountain’s  height, 

Thro’  varied  fhades  of  glimm’ring  light, 

The  diftant  landfcape  fade  away 
In  the  laft  gleam  of  parting  day 
Or,  on  the  quiv’ring  lucid  ftream, 

To  watch  the  pale  moon’s  filv’ry  beam  ; 

Or  when,  in  fad  and  plaintive  (trains 
/The  mournful  Philomel  complains, 

In  dulcet  notes  bewails  her  fate, 

And  murmurs  for  her  abfent  mate  ; 

Infpir’d  by  Sympathy  divine, 

I’ll  weep  her  woes-— for  they  are  mine. 

Driven  by  my  fate,  where’er  I  go, 

O’er  burning  plains,  o’er  hills  of  fnow 
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Or  on  the  bofom  of  the  wave, 

The  howling  tempeft  doom’d  to  brave, 
Where’er  my  lonely  courfe  I  bend, 

Thy  image  fliall  my  Heps  attend  ; 

Each  object  I  am  doom’d  to  fee. 

Shall  bid  remembrance  picture  Thee. 

Yes  ;  I  fliall  view  thee  in  each  flow’r. 

That  changes  with  the  tranlient  hour  : 

Thy  wand’ring  Fancy  I  fliall  find 
Borne  on  the  wings  of  every  wind  : 

Thy  wild  impetuous  palfions  trace 
O’er  the  white  wave’s  tempeftuous  /pace  i 
In  every  changing  feafon  prove 
An  emblem  of  thy  wav ’ring  love. 

Torn  from  my  country,  friends,  and  you, 
The  world  lies  open  to  my  view  ; 

New  obje&s  fliall  my  mind  engage  j 
I  will  explore  th’  hiftoric  page  ; 

Sweet  poetry  fliall  foothe  my  foul ; 
Philofophy  each  pang  controul : 

The  Mufe  I’ll  feek,  her  lambent  fire 
My  foul’s  quick  fenfes  fliall  infpire  ; 

W  ith  finer  nerves  my  heart  fliall  beat. 
Touch’d  by  Heaven’s  own  Promethean  heat ; 
Italia’s  gales  fliall  bear  my  fong 
In  foft-link’d  notes  her  woods  among ; 

Upon  the  blue  hill’s  mifty  fide, 

Thro’  tracklefs  defarts  wafte  and  wide, 

O’er  craggy  rocks,  whofe  torrents  flow 
Upon  the  filver  fands  below. 

Sweet  land  of  melody  !  ’tis  thine 
The  fofteft  paflions  to  refine ; 

Thy  myrtle  groves,  thy  melting  ftrains, 

Shall  harmonize  and  footh  my  pains. 

Nor  will  I  call:  one  thought  behind, 

On  foes  reientlefs,  friends  unkind ; 

I  feel,  I  feel  their  poifon’d  dart 
Pierce  the  life-nerve  within  my  heart ; 

’Tis  mingled  with  the  vital  heat, 

That  bids  my  throbbing  pulfes  beat ; 

Soon  fliall  that  vital  heat  be  o’er, 

Thofe  throbbing  pulfes  beat  no  more ! 

No — I  will  breath  the  fpicy  gale  ; 

Plunge  the  clear  fiream,  new  health  exhale  ; 
O  ’er  my  pale  cheek  difful'e  the  rofe, 

And  drink  Oblivion  to  my  woes. 
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ODE  TO  HEALTH. 

[From  the  fame  Wprk.] 

COME,  bright-eye  maid, 

Pure  offspring  of  the  tranquil  mind, 

Hails,  my  fevTifh  temples  bind 
With  olive  wreaths  of  emyrald  hue. 

Steep’d  in  morn’s  ethereal  dew, 

Where  in  mild  Helvetia’s  fhade, 

Blufhing  fummer  round  her  flings 
Warm  gales  and  funny  fhoty’rs  that  hang  upon  her  wings,. 

I’ll  feek  thee  in  Italia’s  bow  Vs, 

Where  Alpine  on  beds  of  flow’rs 
Melody’s  foul -touching  throng 
Strike  the  foft  lute  or  trill  the  melting  fong  * 

Where  With  Fancy,  queen  of  pleafure, 

Pours  each  rich  luxuriant  treafure. 

For  thee  I’ll  climb  the  breezy  hill. 

While  the  balmy  dews  diftill 
Odours  from  the  budding  thorn. 

Drop’d  from  the  luft’rous  lids  of  morn  j 
Who,  ftarting  from  her  fhad’wy  bed, 

Binds  her  gold  fillet  round  the  mountain’s  head, 

There  Til  prefs  from  herds  and  flow’rs 
Juices  blefs’d  with  opiate  powers, 

Whofe  magic  potency  can  heal 
The  throb  of  agonizing  pain, 

And  thro’  the  purple  fwelling  vein 
With  fubtle  influence  fleal : 

Heaven  opes  for  thee  its  aromatic  flore 
T o  bathe  each  languid  gafping  pore ; 

But  where,  O  where,  fliall  cherifh’d  fdrrow  find 
The  lenient  balm  to  footh  the  feeling  mind. 

O,  mem’ry  !  bufy  barb’rous  foe, 

At  thy  fell  touch  1  wake  to  wqe  • 

Alas  !  the  fiatt’ring  dream  is  o’er, 

Frpm  thee  the  bright  ill u lions  fly, 

Thou  bids  the  glitt’ring  phantoms  die. 

And  hope,  and  youth,  and  fancy,  charm  no  more, 

No  more  for  me  the  tip-toe  fprin-g 
Drops  flowrets  from  her  infant  wing ; 

For  me  in  vain  the  wild  thymes  bloom 
Thro’  the  foreft  flings  perfume; 

In  vain  {  climb  th’  embroider’d  hill 
To  breath  the  clear  autumnal  air  ; 

In  vain  I  quaff  the  lucid  rill 
Since  jocund  health  delights  not  there 


p  o  E  T  R 


Y* 


[187] 


To  greet  my  heart :  - - no  more  I  view,  / 

With  fparkling  eye,  the  filv’ry  dew 
Sprinkling  May’s  tears  upon  the  folded  rofc, 

As  low  it  droops  its  young  and  blufhing  head, 

Prefs’d  by  grey  twilight  to  its  mofly  bed  : 

No  more  I  lave  amidft  the  tide, 

Or  bound  along  the  tufted  grove, 

Or  o’er  enamel’d  meadows  rove, 

Where,  on  Zephyr’s  pinions,  glide 
Salubrious  airs  that  waft  the  nymph  repofe. 

Lightly  o’er  the  yellow  heath 
Steals  thy  foft  and  fragrant  breath, 

Breath  inhal’d  from  mufky  flow’rs 
Newly  bath’d  in  perfum’d  fhow’rs, 

See  the  rofy- finger’d  morn 
Opes  her  bright  refulgent  eye, 

Hills  and  valleys  to  adorn, 

While  from  her  burning  glance  the  fcatter’d  vapours  fly, 

Soon,  ah  foon  !  the  painted  fcene, 

The  hill’s  blue  top,  the  valley’s  green, 

Midft  clouds  of  fnow,  and  whirlwinds  drear, 

Shall  cold  and  comfortlefs  appear  : 

The  howling  blaft  fhall  (trip  the  plain, 

And  bid  my  oenfive  bofom  learn, 

Tho’  Nature’s  face  (hall  fmile  again. 

And,  on  the  glowing  bread  of  fpring 
Creation  all  her  gems  fhall  fling, 

Youth’s  April  morn  (hall  ne’er  return. 

Then  come,  Oh  quickly  come,  Hygeian  maid ! 

Ladh  throbbing  pulfe,  each  quiv’ring  nerve  pervade, 
Flafh  thy  bright  fires  acrofs  my  languid  eye. 

Tint  my  pale  vifage  with  thy  rofeate  die, 

Bid  mv  heart's  current  own  a  temp’rate  glow. 

And  from  its  crimfon  fource  in  tepid  channels  flow. 

O  Health,  celeflial  nymph  !  without  thy  aid 
Creation  fickens  in  oblivion’s  {hade  : 

Along  tige  drear  and  folitary  gloom 
We  heal  on  thorny  footffeps  to  the  tomb ; 

Youth,  age,  wealth,  proverty,  alike  agree 
To  live  is  anguifli,  when  depriv'd  of  thee. 

To  thee  indulgent  Heav’n  benignly  gave 
Tne  touch  to  heal,  the  extacy  to  fave. 

The  bahny  incenfe  of  thy  fofl’ring  breath 
Wafts  the  wan  vi6tim  from  the  fangs  of  death, 
Robs  the  grim  tyrant  of  his  trembling  prize, 

Cheers  the  faint  foul,  and  lifts  it  to  the  fkies. 

s 
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Let  not  the  gentle  rofe  thy  bounty  drefl: 

To  meet  the  riling  fun  with  od’rous  breaft. 

Which  glow’d  with  artlefs  tints  at  noon -tide  hour. 
And  fhed  foft  tears  upon  each  drooping  flower. 
With  withering  anguilh  mourn  the  parting  day. 
Shrink  to  the  earth,  and  forrowing  fade  away.- 
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SUBJECTS  for  PAINTERS,  from  SHAKSPEARE’S  TEMPEST. 


[From  the  Shakfpeare  Gallery,  by  Mr.  Jerningham.] 

.**  r  *  r*  f  4 

NOW,  at  the  magic  painter’s  wild  command, 

Girt  with  the  fea,  afcends  th’  enchanted  land  [ 
There  hands  Simplicity’s  endearing  child  f , 

That  artlefs  maid  l  the  flow’ret  of  the  wild  ! 

Befide  the  margin  of  the  wave- vex’d  Biore, 

While  all  around  conflicting  thunders  roar. 

With  unbound  trefles,  fluttYing  to  the  wind. 

Her  eye  expreflive  of  her  tortur’d  mind, 

She  views  the  veflel,  by  the  furges  toff, 

Now  feen— now  loft — now  found— now  once  more  loft  ; 
Till,  madly  rufhing  on  the  pointed  rock, 

Its  bofom  riven  with  the  forceful  fhock, 

Beyond  the  ftretch  of  naval  art  to  fave, 

Town,  down,  it  hurries  to  the  watery  grave  ! 

<  ,  :  .V  ;  t.  \t9  •'>  • 

Now  Profpero  comes,  with  magic  arts  endu’d, 

His  fable  garb  with  hieroglyphics  Brew’d  ; 

Long  care,  long  Itudy,  folitude  profound, 

Has  deepen’d  on  his  brow  reflection’s  wound  ; 

His  long-defcending  hair,  o’er  blanch’d  with  age. 

Becomes  the  forcYer,  and  adorns  the  fage : 

Ah  !  view  him  at  that  dread,  momentous  hour, 

While  he  abjures  his  necromantic  pow’r ! 

Within  the  ring  of  Incantation’s  ground, 

Elves,  fairies,  fpirits,  demons,  flock  around : 

Beneath  his  foot  behold  the  potent  wand, 

Doom’d  ne’er  again  to  grace  his  lifted  hand  ! 

Behold  the  volume,  which  (with  myft’ry  fraught) 
Predeflination’s  darkling  edicts  taught, 

And  breath’d  its  folemn  whifpers  on  the  mind. 

With  duB  o’erfpread,  and  to  neglect  confign’d  ! 

Yet  then  the  diftant  fcenery  imparts 
A  dire  remembrance  of  his  former  arts  : 

The  bright  fun  fading  in  his  full  career, 

I  he  wild  Bars  madly  Barting  from  their  fphere. 

The  Borm  encumber’d  Iky,  the  fwelling  main, 

I  h’  uprooted  cedars  Bretching  o’er  the  plain, 
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The  mountain  loofen’d  by- convulsive  throe,  • 

With  ruin  ryfliing  to  the  vale  below, 

And  the  pale  wretch,  reverfmg  nature’s  doom, 

Abruptly  rifmg  from  the  rifted  tomb  ! 

What  glowing  artift  with  bold  hand  {hail  claim 
To  draw,  oh  Ariel !  they  refplendent  frame ; 

Thou  trickfy  fpirit  with  benignant  fmile, 

Thou  playful  meteor  of  th’  enchanted  ifle  ! 

Not  like  a  fea -nymph,  rob’d  in  fickly  green, 

With  dappled  wings,  as  on  the  ftage  thou’rt  feen, 

A  gay  tranfparency  {halt  thou  appear, 

Thy  form  celeftial  melting  into  air, 

With  foot  light  touching  fome  fantaftic  height, 

Prompt  to  depart,  and  ftretching  to  thy  flight. 

Yet,  ere  we  fail  from  this  enchanted  ifle. 

Let  other  fcenes  our  ling’ring  fteps  beguile  : 

There  hands  Anthonio,  the  fuggefting  fiend, 

And  half  reveals  his  purpofe  to  his  friend  ; 

His  bofom  fwells,  his  madd’ning  eye-balls  roll, 

And  {hew  the  workings  of  his  inmoft  foul. 

Ail  that  his  lawlefs,  wild  conceptions  dare. 

In  various  forms  hang  hov’ring  in  the  air: 

A  fword  frelh-tainted  with  Alonzo’s  blood, 

A  fceptre  fwimming  in  a  crimfon  flood, 

A  crown  with  dazzling  ornaments  o’erfpread  ; 

And  lightly  floating  o’er  Sebafiian’s  head  ; 

While,  in,  the  diftance,  riling  o’er  the  bay. 

Imperial  Naples  {hall  her  tow’rs  difplay. 

XTRACT  from  PETER  PINDAR’S  ODE  to  his  ASS,  PETER, 

[From  the  Remonffrance,  a  Poem.] 

OThou,  my  folemn  friend,  of  man  defpis’d, 

But  not  by  me  defpis’d — refpefted  long  1 
To  prove  how  much  thy  qualities  are  priz’d, 

Accept,  old  fellow-traveller,  a  fong. 

My  great  greafanceftorof  Lyric  fame, 

Immortal !  threw  a  glory  round  the  horfe  ; 

Then,  as  I  lit  my  candle  at  his  flame, 

That  candle  {hall  illumine  thee  of  courfe. 

For  why  not  thou,  in  works  and  virtues  rich, 

In  Fame’s  fair  temple  alfo  boaft  a  niche? 

How  many  a  genius,  ’midft  a  vulgar  pack, 

Oblivion  fluffs  into  her  footy  fack, 
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Calmly  as  Jew  old-clothes-men,  in  their  bags, 

Mix  fome  great  Man’s  lac’d  coat  with  dirty  fags$ 

Or  fatin  petticoat  of  fome  fweet  maid, 

That  o’er  her  beauties  caff  an  envious  ftiade  1 
And  what’s  the  reafon  ?- — Reafon  too  apparent ! 

Ah  1  u  quia  <vate  Jacro  carcm 
As  Horace  fays,  that  bard  divine, 

Whofe  wits  fo  fortunately  jump  With  mine. 

Ah  !  Peter,  I  remember,  oft,  when  tir’d, 

And  moft  unpleafantly  at  times  bemir ’d, 

Bold  haft  thou  faid,  u  I’ll  budge  not  one  inch  further  * 

“  And  now,  young  m after,  you  may  kick  or  murther.” 
Then  have  I  cudgell’d  thee — a  fruitlefs  matter  ! 

For  ’twas  in  vain  to  kick,  or  flog,  or  chatter. 

Though,  Balaam-like,  Icurs’d  thee  with  afmack ; 
Sturdy  thou  dropp’dft  thine  ears  upon  thy  back. 

And  trotting  retrograde,  with  wrigling  tail, 

In  vain  did  I  thy  running  rump  aflail  : 

1  '  '  '  /  _  '  "  '  s 

For  lo,  between  thy  legs  thouputt’dft  thine  head, 

And  gaveft  me  a  puddle  for  a  bed. 

Now  this  was  fair — the  action  bore  no  guile  : 

Thou  duck’dft  me  not,  like  Judas,  with  a  fmile. 

O  were  the  manners  of  fome  monarchs  fuch, 

Who  fmile  ev’n  in  the  clofe  infidious  hour 
That  kicks  th’  unguarded  minion  from  his  pow’r  * 

But  this  is  afking  p’rhaps  of  kings  too  much. 

O  Peter,  little  didft  thon  think,  I  ween, 

When  I  a  fchoolboy  on  thy  back  was  feen, 

Riding  thee  oft,  in  attitude  uncouth  ; 

For  bridle,  an  old  garter  in  thy  mouth, 

Jogging  and  whittling  wild  o’er  hill  and  dale. 

On  floes,  or  puts,  or  ftrawb’ries  to  regale— 

I  fay,  O  Peter,  little  didft  thou  think, 

That  1,  thy  namefake,  in  immortal  ink 
Should  dip  my  pen,  and  rife  a  wond’rous  bard, 

And  gain  fuch  praife,  fublimity’s  reward: 

/  .1  ■  r  v  ^  ^  ,  ,CY  -  JiASiiJk  *  v  k  •  -  X- 

But  not  the  laurel  —  honour  much  too  high  ; 

Giv’n  by  the  king  of  ifles  to  mifter  Pye, 

Who  fings  his  fov’reign’s  virtues  twice  a  year. 

And  therefore  cannot  chronicle  fmall  beer. 

r  r  •  *  j  i 

Yet  Ample  as  Montaigne,  I’ll  tell  thee  true  ; 

There  are,  who  on  my  verfes  look  alkew, 
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.And  call  my  lyric  lucubrations  fluff : 

But  I’m  a  modeft,  not  urtconnyinge  elf. 

Or  I  could  fay  fuch  things  about  myfelf— 

But  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  puff! 

Yet  natural  are  felfifh  predile&ions ! 

Like  fnakes  they  writhe  about  the  heart’s  affe&ions,' 

And  fometimes  too  infjife  a  pdifonous  fpirit ; 

Producing,  as  by  nat’raliffs  I’m  told, 

Torpid  infenfibility,  fo  cold  d  "■ 

To  every  brother’s  riling  merit; 

-  ^  l  !  "  f  1 ' .  '  '  .  '  •  • 

Wits  to  each  other  juft  like  loadftones  a<ft. 

That  do  not  always  like  firm  friends  attraft  * 

Though  of  the  fame  rare  nature,  (ftrange  to  tell  ! 

The  little  harden’d  rogues  asi  oft  repel. 

But  lo,  of  thee  I’ll  fpeak,  my  long-ear’d  friend  1 
Great  were  the  wonders  of  thv  heels  of  vore  •• 

Vidtorious,  for  lac’d  hats  didft  thou  contend  ; 

And  ribbons  grac’d  thy  ears — a  gaudy  ftore. 

Y  .  *  ;  i  ,  . '  fli  #  I  i  -  j  4  « <  Y/  :  /  .  ^  ^ 

Buff  breeches  too  have  crown’d  a  proud  proud  day. 

Not  thou,  but  which  thy  rider  wore  away  : 

Triumphant  ftrutting  through  the  world  he  ftrode,  - 

Great  foul !  deferving  an  Olympic  Ode. 

Thy  bravery  often  did  I  much  approve  ; 

Rais’d  by  that  queen  of  paffions,  love.  7 
Whene’er  in  love’s  delicous  frenzy  croft 
By  long-ear ’d  brothers^  lo,  wert  thou  a  hoft  ! 

Love  did  thy  lion-heart  with  courage  fteel ! 

Quicker  than  that  of  Veftris  mov’d  thy  heel  : 

Here,  there,  up,  down,  in,  out,  how  thou  didft  fmife  !»■ 

And  then  no  alderman  could  match  thy  bite ! 

,  .  /  -  •  ! : ;  f  ii  <  k  <  i  Y  Y 

*  +*  •  *  1  .  -  J  -  v  '  i  "l  ' 

And  is  thy  race  no  more  rever’d  ? 

Indeed  ’tis  greatly  to  be  fear’d  ! 

Yet  fhalt  thou  ftourifh  in  immortal  fong. 

Tome  if  immortality  belong; 

For  ftranger  things  than  this  have  come  to  pafs— 

Pofterity  thine  hift’ry  fliall  devour, 

And  read  with  pleafure  how,  when  vernal  fhow’r 
In  gay  profufion  rais’d  the  dewy  grafs, 

I  led  thee  forth,  thine  appetite  to  pleafe. 

And  mid  the  verdure  faw  thee  up  to  knees ! 

How,  oft  I  pluck’d  the  tender  blade  ; 

And,  happy,  how  thou  cam ’ft  at  my  command. 

And  wantoning  around,  as  though  afraid, 

With  poking  neck  didft  pull  it  from  my  hand, 

v  Then, 
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Then  fcamper,  kicking,  frolickfome,  away,. 

With  fuch  a  fafcinating  bray  ! 

Where  oft  I  paid  thee  vifits,  and  where  thou 
Didft  cock  with  happinefs  thy  kingly  ears, 

And  grin  fo  ’witchingly,  I  can’t  tell  how, 

And  dart  at  me  fuch  friendly  leers  ; 

With  fuch  a  fouling  head,  and  laughing  tail  ; 

And  when  I  mov’d,  how,  griev’d,  thou  fee’m’dtt  to  fay, 
44  Dear  matter,  let  your  humble  Afs  prevail-; 

w  Fray,  matter,  do  not  go  away” _ 

And  how  (for  what  than  friendfhip  can  be  fweeter  ?) 

I  gave  thee  grafs  again,  O  pleafant  Peter.  ' 

And  how  when  Winter  bade  the  herbage  die, 

And  nature  mourn’d  beneath  the  ttormy  Iky  • 

When  waving  trees,  furcharg’d  with  chilling  rain, 
Dropp’d  feeming  tears  upon  the  harafs’d  plain, 

I  gave  thee  a  good  ttable,  warm  as  wool. 

With  oats  to  grind,  and  hay  to  pull  : 

Thus,  whilft  abroad  December  rul’d  the  day, 

How  plenty  fliew’d  within,  the  blooming  May 


And  lo,  to  future  times  it  lhall  be  known, 


How,  twice  a  day  to  comb  and  rub  thee  down, 
And  be  thy  bed-maker  at  night. 

Thy  groom  attended,  both  with  hay  and  oat, 
By  which  thy  back  could  boaft  a  handfomecoa 
And  laugh  at  many  a  fine  court  lord  and  kn 
Whofe  ttrutting  coats  belong  p’rhaps  to  the  tail 
And  probably  their  bodies  to  the  jailor  ! 

What  though  no  dimples  thou  hall  got  ; 

Black  fparkling  eyes  (the  fafhion)  are  thy  lot, 
And  oft  a  ’witching  fmile  and  cheerful  laugh 
And  then  thy  cleanlinefs  1  — ’tisftrange  to  utte 
Like  fin,  thy  heels  avoid  a  pool,  or  gutter  ; 

And  then  the  ftream  fo  daintily  doft  quaff; 
Unlike  a  country  alderman,  who  blows, 

And  in  the  mug  baptizeth  mouth  and  nofe  l 


What  though  I’ve  heard  fome  voices  fweeter ; 
Yet  exquifite  thy  hearing,  gentle  Peter  ! 
Whether  a  judge  of  mufic,  I  don’t  know — 


Thou  hatt  th’  advantage  got  of  many  a  fco re 
That  enter  at  the  Opera  door. 
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ODE  to  HYMEN  ;  or,  the  HECTIC. 

[From  the  Rights  of  Kings,  &c.  By  the  fame  Author.] 

GOD  of  ten  million  charming  things, 

Of  whom  our  Milton  fo  divinely  lings, 

Once  dove-tailM  to  a  devil  of  a  wife — 

Hymen,  how  comes  it  that  I  am  fo  (lighted  ? 

Why  with  thy  mift’rieS  am  I  not  delighted, 

Which  I  have  try’d  to  peep 
God  of  the  down-clad  chains, 

O  put  me  fpeedily  upon  thy  li 
A  civil  lift,  like  that  of  kings,  I’m  told, 

Bringing  in  fwelling  bags  of  glorious  gold  ! 

What  have  I  done  to  lofe  thy  good  opinion  ? 

Againft  thee  was  I  ever  known  to  rail  ; 

And  fay,  (abufing  thus  thy  Tweet  dominion) 

“  Curfe  me  1  if  this  boy’s  trap  (hall  catch  my  tail  ?'* 

No  !  no  ! — I  praifethy  knot  with  bellowing  breath, 

Which,  like  Jack  Ketch’s,  feldom  flips  till  death. 

Lo  !  ’midft  the  hollow-founding  vault  of  night, 

Deep  coughing  by  the  taper’s  lonely  light, 

The  hopeleis  Hedtic  rolls  his  eve-balls,  (ighing  : 

44  Sleep  on,”  he  cries,  and  drops  the  t  end ’reft  tear ; 

Then  kifles  his  wife’s  cherub  cheek  fo  dear  : 

44  Bleft  be  thy  (lumbers,  love  !  though  I  am  dying  ; 

44  Ah  !  whilft  thou  fteepeft  with  the  fweeteft  breath, 

44  I  pump,  for  life,  the  putrid  well  of  death  ! 

11  I  feel  of  Fate’s  hard  hand  th’ oppreftive  pow’r  ; 

44  I  count  the  iron  tongue-of  ev’ry  hour,  t 
44  Thatfeems  in  fancy’s  ftart led  ear  to  fay  — 

44  Soon  muft  thou  wander  from  thy  wife  away.” 

44  Dread  found!  too  folemn  for  the  foul  to  bear, 

44  Murm’ring  deep  melancholy  on  my  ear  : 

44  And  fill  leu — ling'ring,  as  if  loth  to  part, 

44  Andeafethe  terrors  of  my  fainting  heart; 

44  Yet,  though  I  pant  for  life,  fieep  thou,  my  dove, 

44  For  well  thy  conftancy  deferves  my  love.” 

,  V 

And,  lo  !  all  young  and  beauteous  by  his  fide, 

His  (oft,  frefn- blooming,  incenfe-breathirig  bride, 

Whole  cheek  the  dream  of  rapt  rous  kifles.  warms, 

Anticipates  her  fpoufe’s  wifh  fo  good ; 

Feels  love’s  wild  ardours  tingling  through  her  blood, 

And  pants  amidft  a  fecond  hufband’s  arms ; 

Now  opes  her  eyes,  and,  turning  round  her  head, 

44  Wonders  the  filthy  fellow  is  not  dead 
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The  HUE  and  CRY. 

[From  Poerm  by  the  Author  of  the  Village  Curate,  aruj  Adriano.] 

OYEZ,  my  good  people  draw  near. 

My  ftory  f'urpafles  belief, 

Yet  deign  for  a  moment  to  hear, 

.And  afiift  me  to  catch  a  flray  thief. 

Have  you  chanc’d  a  fair  damfel  to  meet. 

Adorn’d  like  an  angel  of  light, 

In  a  robe  that  flow’d  down  to  her  feet, 

No  fnOvv  on  the  mountain  fo  white. 

Silver  flowers  befpangled  her  fhoe, 

Amber  locks  on  her  Ihoulders  werefpread. 

Her  waift  had  a  girdle  of  blue, 

And  a  beaver  plum’d  hat  had  her  head. 

Her  fteps  an  impreflion  fcarce  leave, 

She  bounds  o’er  the  meadow  fo  foon; 

Her  fmile  is  like  Autumn’s  clear  eve, 

And  her  look  as  ferene  as  his  moon. 

She  feems  to  have  nothing  to  blame, 

Deceitlefs  and  meek  as  the  dove  ; 

But  there  lives  not  a  thief  of  fuch  fame, 

She  has  pilfer’d  below  and  above. 

Her  cheek  has  the  bluflies  of  day, 

Her  neck  has  undone  the  fwan’s  wing, 

Her  breath  has  the  odors  of  May, 

And  her  eye  has  the  dews  of  the  fpring. 

She  has  rob’d  of  its  crimfon  the  rofe. 

She  has  dar’d  the  carnation  to  ftrip. 

The  bee  who  has  plundered  them  knows, 

And  would  fain  fill  his  hive  at  her  lip. 

She  has  flol’n  for  her  forehead  fo  even 
All  beauty  by  fea  and  by  land, 

She  has  all  the  fine  azure  of  Heaven 
In  the  veins  of  her  temple  and  hand. 

Yev,  yes,  flie  hasranfack’d  above,  / 

^  She  has  beggar’d  both  nature  and  al  t, 

She  has  got  all  we  honour  and  love, 

And  from  me  fhe  has  pilfer’d  my  heart. 

Bring 
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Brine  her  home,  honed  friends,  bring  her  home, 

And  let  her  down  fate  at  my  tioor, 

Let  her  once  my  companion  become, 

And  I  fwear  the  dial!  wander  no  more. 

,  ’  *  i  «, 1 

Bring  her  home,  and  I’ll  give  a  reward 
Whofe  value  can  never  be  told, 

More  precious  than  all  you  regard, 

More  in  worth  than  a  houfe-full  of  gold. 

A  reward  fuch  as  none  but  a  dunce. 

Such  as  none  but  a  madman  would  mifs, 

O  yes,  I  will  give  you  for  once 

From  the  charmer  you  bring  me,  a  kifs. 

(  » 

PROTECT  for  the  IMPROVEMENT  of  THEATRICAL  ENTER¬ 
TAINMENTS. 

£From  Whift,  a  Poem.] 

THAT  dome,  whofe  managers  inceflant  drive 
To  keep  the  public  appetite  alive, 

And  feed  their  gueds,  on  each  returning  night. 

With  varied  treats  of  ever  new  delight  ; 

Where  yet  delight  is  often  fought  in  vain, 

And  languor  and  difgud  too  often  reign  ; 

One  timple  change  might  to  a  temple  turn, 

Where  pleafure’s  lamp  could  never  fail  to  burn. 

HcAv  rich  a  feaft  would  ev’ry  play  become. 

If,  like  a  pantomime,  the  fecnes  were  dumb; 

And  liberty  of  fpeech  to  none  allow’d, 

But  thofe  riiftinguifh’d  from  the  vulgar  crowd  ; 

Who,  thron’d  betwixt  the  galleries  arid  pit, 

In  vaulted  cabinets  of  fplendor  fit ! 

We  diould  not  then  frequent  the  houfe  to  know 
What  Hamlet  faid  a  thoufaud  years  ago  t 
But  flock  to  catch,  in  the  politeflway, 

The  news  and  fcandal  of  the  prefenl  day. 

What  perfeH  blifs  from  fuch  a  fcheme  appears 
To  all  our  faculties  of  eyes  and  ears  l 
The  one  delighted  with  the  charms  that  flow 
From  graceful  aftion,  and  the  pomp  of  fliow ; 

The  other  ravifh’d  with  the  full  difplay 
Of  all  that  wit  and  elegance  could  fay. 

A  plan  which  promis’d  thus.their  toils  to  eaie. 

The  flothful  players  could  not  fail  to  pleafe  ; 

Nor  woqldit  cofl:  them  one  triumphant  hour, 

Or  circumfcribe  their  falcinattng  pow  r. 

For  fure  the  Siddons,  whofe  exprefiive 
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Each  paufe  of  language  can  fo  well  fupply, 

Requires  no  fuccour  from  poetic  art 
To  roufe,  to  foften,  or  to  tear  the  heart ; 

Which,  were  it  made  of  penetrable  Huff, 

Would  find  her  geftures  and  her  looks  enough. 

Nor  left  applaufe  would  crown  the-graces  wild 
Of  fportive  Jordan,  Nature’s  charming  child ; 

Whofe  romps,  tho’  mute,  would  be  refiftlefs  ftill. 

And  all  the  houfe  with  endlefs  laughter  fill. 

But  much  as  thofe  would  love  the  change  who  fit 
Or  in  the  boxes,  or  the  crowded  pit ; 

I  fear  thofe  vulgar  fouls,  who  perch’d  on  higl: 

Behold  improvement  with  a  jealous  eye, 

Would  loudly  all  againftthe  motion  cry. 

But  managers  would  from  their  duty  firav, 

Did  they  to  fuch  a  voice  attention  pay  ; 

Or  rifque  offending  the  politer  few, 

To  pleafe  the  tafte  of  fuch  a  taftelefs  crew. 

Befidesat  times,  or  even  once  a  week, 

A  play  for  them  might  be  allow’d  to  fpeak. 

The  Orphan  then,  or  fome  fuch  vulgar  thing, 

Might  ’prentice  girls  and  country  boobies  bring  ; 

Who  there  might  all  in  maudlin  concert  whine, 

And  wet  their  handkerchiefs  at  ev’ry  line  ; 

And(filly  fouls !)  to  fhew  their  forrow,  ftrive 
That  file  fhould  die  who  never  was  alive  ; 

While  we  devoted  the  remaining  nights 
To  thofe  refin’d  and  elegant  delights, 

Which  none  can  relifh  but  the  chofen  band, 

The  flow’r  and  cream  of  each  admiring  land ; 

Who  down  the  fmooth  expanfe  of  fafliion’s  tide  y 
In  pleafure’s  painted  barge  fecurely  glide,  ( 

And  o’er  the  glitt’ring  wave  in  fplendid  triumph  ride.  ) 
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DESCRIPTION  of  the  HORRORS  of  a  GUILTY  MIND. 

*  "',*»+  ,  "  i  ...  to  ^  •’*  s’.;  ■ 

[From  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Ninety-one,  a  Poem,  in  Imitation  of  the 
thirteenth  Satire  of  Juvenal.  By  Arthur  Murphy,  Efq.] 

YET  think  not  that  the  wretch  who  finds  a  flaw, 

To  baffle  juftice,  and  elude  the  law, 

XJnpuniflvd  lives :  he  pays  atonement  due  ; 

Each  hour  his  malefactions  rife  to  view. 

Vengeance  more  fierce  than  engines,  racks,  and  wheels,* 

Unfeen,  unheard,  his  mangled  bofom  feds. 

What  greater  curfe  can  earth  or  heaven  devife, 

Than  his,  who  felf-condemn’d  in  torture  lies  ? 

From  agony  of  mind  who  knows  no  reft, 

But  bears  his  own  accufer  in  his  breaft 

What 
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What  charm  (hall  bid  thefe  horrors  rage  no,  more. 

Heal  the  hurt  mind,  and  gentle  peace  reftore  ? 

That  charm  is  virtue  :  virtue  can  fupply 
Comfort  in  life,  and  courage  when  we  die. 

Virtue  the  pureft  blefiing  can  impart, 

The  confcience  clear,  and  felf-applauding  heart. 

At  Delphos  when  a  Spartan  vouth  applied, 

What  think  you  then  the  Pythian  Maid  replied? 

The  treach’rous  knave  his  friend’s  beft  treafur e  Pole, 

And  meant  by  perjury  to  keep  the  whole : 

Unpradtis’d  yet  in  fraud,  he  afk’d  advice  : 

The  prieftlefs  anfwer’d,  “The  bare  thought  is  vice; 
fi  Vice,  that  flrikes  deep  infection  to  the  mind  ; 

“  Vice,  that  in  time  will  retribution  find.” 

And  if  the  Have  no  deeper  plung’d  in  ill, 

Twas  fear,  not  virtue,  that  controul’d  his  will. 

Who  but  conceives  a  crime,  with  malice  fraught. 

Warps  into  vice,  and  kindles  at  the  thought. 

What  though  the  embryo  fin  conceal’d  with  art, 

In  thinking  die  ?  Guilt  rankles  in  his  heart. 

If  the  ftrong  motive  urge  him  to  the  deed, 

Horror,  remorfe,  and  mifery  fucceed. 

See  him  at  table,  liftlefs,  wan  with  care, 

In  thick-eyed  muling  loft,  and  pale  defpair. 

Within  his  mouth,  now  unelaftic,  flow, 

The  viands  loiter,  and  infipid  grow. 

In  vain  for  him  the  banquet  fpreads  it  ftore. 

The  rareft  banquet  now  can  pleafe  no  mure. 

In  vain  for  him  the  mellowing  years  refine 
The  precious  age  of  the  pure  racy  wine.  - 
In  vain  gay  wit  calls  forth  her  magic  train ; 

He  flies  the  feene,  to  think,  and  dwell  with  pain. 

No  refpite  from  himfelf,  with  cares  opprefs’d, 

If  weary  nature  fink  at  length  to  reft. 

In  the  dead  wafte  of  night  pale  phantoms  rife, 

Stalk  round  his  couch,  and  glare  before  his  eyes. 

The  temple  bends  its  arches  o’er  his  head, 

And  the  long*  illes  their  umber’d  twilight  Hied. 

Ke  fees  the  altar  perjur’d  where  he  trod, 

The  violated  altar  of  his  God  ! 

He  groans,  he  rifes,  but  the  confcious  mind 
Wakes  to  worfe  horrors  than  he  left  behind. 

Of  his  fix’d  doom  each  objeeft  is  a  fign, 

A  vifitation  from  the  pow’r  divine ! 

/  Kindled  in  air  if  fudden  meteors  fly, 

And  hollow  murmurs  fhake  the  vaulted  Iky, 

No  more  th£tempeft  fprings  from  gen’ral  laws; 

The  winds  have  now  a  preternatural  caufe.  ' 

’Tis  god  in  wrath,  that  Ipreads  his  terrors  round  ; 

’Tis  God,  who  now  his  enemies  has  found; 
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’Tis  God’s,  right  arm,  that  {hakes  the  diftant  poles, 

Wings  the  red  lightning,  and  the  thunder  rolls. 

Soon  as  the  wan  ing  elements  fubflde, 

And  nature  fmiles  with  renovated  pride, 

Remorfe  and  horror  now  no  more  appal  ; 

’Tis  chance,  not  providence,  that  rules  the  ball, 

A  fever  comes:  ’tis  heaven’s  avenging  rod  ! 

Again  he  owns  the  attributes  of  God. 

Hedies,  and  leaves  the  church  his  children’s  {hare, 

And  hopes  in  heaven  to  make  his  foul  his  heir. 

Such  the  deep  pangs  obdurate  villains  find  ; 

Such  the  dire  furies  of  the  guilty  mind. 

ODE  to  HOPE. 

[From  genuine  Poetical  Compolltions,  &c.  By  Eliz.  Bentley.] 

OTHOU !  advance,  whole  heav’nly  light 
Can  make  each  fcene  of  fadnels  pleafe ; 

On  future  blils  can  fix  the  fight, 

And  anguifh  change  to  eafe. 

Tis  thou,  fweet  Hone,  of  race  divine, 

Who  bid’ft  the  Poet's  thoughts  afpire;* 

Thou  breath’fl  thyinfluence  o’er  .each  line. 

And  add’ll:  celeftial  fire. 


Thou  bid’ll:  his  anxious  bofom  glow. 
To  climb  the  Beep  afcent  of  fame; 
To  (hare  that  praife  the  juft  beftow, 
And  gain  a  death lefs  name. 


The  Painter  fir’d  by  thee  can  trace, 
Each  genuine  beauty  Nature  gives, 
As  on  the  canvas  fhines  each  grace, 

*  Renown’d  his  mem’ry  lives. 


« 

’Tis  thou,  fweet  Hope,  whofe  magic  pow’r 
The  griefs  of  abfence  beft  can  calm ; 

While  Friendfhip  chides  each  loit’riqg  liour. 

Thou  Ihed’ft  thy  faothing  balm. 

*  *  f  )  I  , .  J  .  »  • 

Thou  mak’ft  the  captive’s  heart  rejoice 
In  gloomy  regions  of,  defpair;  - 

In  thought  he  hears  fair  Freedom’s  voice, 

And  breathes  in  purer  air. 

But  oh !  when  thou  forfak’fi  his  breafl, 

What  difmal  horrors  round  him  rife ! 

His  mind,  with  weightier  chains  oppre$ 

Deep  funk  in  forrow  lies,  Ti 
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The  Tailor  on  the  watYy  wade, 

While  boift’rous  waves  terrific  roar, 

Thou  hid’d  ideal  pleafures  tafte, 

And  tread  his  native  fhore. 

The  wretch  whom  keen  Remorfe  affairs, 

Or  he  who  feels  Misfortune’s  dart, 

His  happlefs  fate  no  more  bewails. 

Such  joy  thy  beams  impart. 

When  life  prefents  her  doling  fcene, 

Thy  radiant  fun-fhine  chears  the  foul ; 

’Tis  thou,  bright  Hope,  with  fmile  ferene, 

Can  Fear’s  dread  hand  controul. 

No  mill  obdruds  thy  piercing  fight, 

Thou  hid’d  the  mind  her  greatnefs  know; 

Soaring,  thou  point’d:  to  realms  of  light, 

And  fcorn’d  to  reft  below. 


The  DISAPPOINTMENT,  a  RUSTIC  TALE. 

[From  Poems,  wherein  it  is  attempted  to  Defer ibe  certain  Views  of  Nature, 

and  of  Ruftic  Maimers,  &c.] 

ON  village  green,  whofe  fmooth  and  well  worn  fod, 
Crofs-path’d  with  every  golfip’s  foot  is  trod  ; 

By  cottage  door  where  playful  children  run, 

And  cats  and  curs  fit  balking  the  fun  : 

Where  o’er  the  earthen  feat  the  thorn  is  bent, 

Crofs-arm’d,  and  back  to  wall,  poor  William  leant. 

His  bonnet  broad  drawn  o’er  his  gather’d  brow, 

His  hanging  lip  and  lengthen’d  vifage  fhew 
A  mind  but  ill  at  eafe.  With  motions  ftrange, 

His  liftlefs  limbs  their  wayward  pofhires  change ; 

Whilft  many  a  crooked  line  and  curious  maze, 

With  clouted  fhoon,  he  on  the  fand  pourtrays. 

The  half-chew ’d  draw  fell  dowly  from  his  mouth  : 

And  to  himfelf  low-mutt’ring,  (poke  the  youth. 

44  How  dmple  is  the  lad  !  and  reft  of  fkill, 

44  Who  thinks  with  love  to  fix  a  woman’s  will : 

44  Who  every  Sunday  morn,  to  pleafe  her  fight, 

44  Knots  up  his  neck -cloth  gay,  and  hofen  white : 

44  Who  for  her  pleafure  keeps  his  pockets  bare, 

44  And  half  his  wages  fpends  on  pedlar’s  ware; 

44  When  every  niggard  clown,  or  dotard  old, 

**  Who  hides  in  fecret  nooks  his  oft  told  gold,* 
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“  Whofe  field  or  orchard  tempts  with  all  her  pride  ; 

“  At  little  coft  may  win  her  for  his  bride ; 
li  Whilft  all  the  meed  her  filly  loveHgains 
“  Is  but  the  neighbours’  jeering  for  his  pains. 
u  On  Sunday  lafi:  when  Sufan’s  bans  were  read, 

“  And  I  aftonifh’d  fat  with  hanging  head, 

“  Cold  grew  my  fhrinking  limbs,  and  loofe  my  knee, 

61  Whilft  every  neighbour's  eye  was  fixed  on  me. 

“  Ah,  Sue!  when  lafi  we  work’d  at  Hodge’s  hay, 
il  And  ftill  at  me  you  jeer’d  in  wanton  play; 

“  When  lafi:  at  fair  well  pleas’d  by  fhow-man’s  fiand, 

“  You  took  the  new-bought  fairing  from  my  hand  ; 

“  When  at  old  H obb’s  you  fung  that  fong  fo  <ray,  * 

“  Sweet  William  ftill  the  burthen  of  the  lay,  & 
u  I  little  thought,  alas !  the  lots  were.caft, 

<£  That  thou  fhouid’ft  be  another’s  bride  at  lafi: : 

And  had,  when  lafi:  we  tripp’d  it  on  the  green 
“  And  laugh’d  at 'ftitf-  back’d  Rob,  Small  thought  I  ween 
4<  Ere  yet  another  fcanty  month  was  flown, 
li  i  o  fee  thee  wedded  to  the  hateful  clown. 

<i  Ay,  lucky  fwain,  more  gold  thy  pockets  line; 

“  But  did  th-efe  fhapely  limbs  refemble  thine, 

**  I’d  ftay  at  home,  and  tend  the  houfehold  geer, 

Nor  on  the  green  with  other  lads  appear. 

Ay,  lucky  fwain,  no  fibre  thy  cottage  lacks, 

And  round  thy  barn  thick  fiand  the  flicker’d  flacks; 

61  But  did  fuch  features  hard  my  vi-fage  grace, 

I  d  never  budge  the  bonnet  from  my  face. 

/et  let  it  be:  it  fliallnot  break  my  eafe : 

He  beft  deferVes  who  doth  the  maiden  pleafe. 

Such  filly  cayfe  no  more  fliall  give  me  pain, 

<i  Nor  ever  maiden  crofs  my  reft  again. 

Such  grizzly  fuitors  with  their  tafte  agree  > 

And  the  black  fiend  may  take  them  all  for  me!” 

Now  thro’  the  village  rife  confufed  founds, 

Hoaife  lads,  and, children  fhitill,  and  yelping  houruis* 
Straight  ev’ry  matron  at  the  door  is  feen, 

And  paufiiig  hedgers  on  their  mattocks  lean. 

At  every  narrow  lane,,  and  alley  mouth, 

Loud  laughing  lakes  fiand,  and  joking  youth. 

A  near  approaching  band  in  colours  gay, 

With  minftreis  blythe  before  to  cheer,  the  way, 

Fiom  clouds  of  curling  duft  which  onward  fiy 
In  ruial  fpiendour  break  upon  the  e,ye« 

As  in  their  way  they  hold  fo  gayly  on, 

Caps,  beads,  and  buttons  glancing  in  the  fun, 

Each  village  wag,  with  „eye  of  roguifh  call, 

Mden  J0brs’  and  vents,  the  ready  jell : 

Whilft  village  toafts  the  palling  belles  deride, 

Anti  iober  matrons  marvel  at  their  pride. 


But 
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But  William,  head  ereft,  with  fettled  brow. 

In  fullen  filence  view’d  the  palling  Ihew  ; 

And  oft’  he  fcratch’d  his  pate  with  manful  grace, 

And  fcorn’d  to  puli  the  bonnet  o’er  his  face ;  1 
But  did  with  deady  look  unmoved  wait, 

Till  hindmoft  man  had  turn’d  the  church-yard  gate;. 

Then  turn’d  him  to  his  cot  with  vifage  flat, 

Vv  here  honed:  Tray  upon  the  thrediold  fat. 

Up  jump’d  the  kindly  bead:  his  hand  to  lick,,  . 

And,  for  his  pains,  receiv’d  an  angry  kick. 

Loud  Ihouts  the  flapping  door  with  thund’ring  din  ; 

The  echoes  round  their  circling  courfe  begin. 

From  cot  to  cot,  in  wide  progreffive  fweli, 

Deep  groans  the  church-yard  wall  and  neighb’ring  dell, 

And  Tray  refponfive  joins  with  long  and  piteous  yell. 

STANZAS  from  the  Ode  for  the  14th  of  July,  1791,  the  Anniverfary  of 
the  Revolution  in  France.  By  Robert  Merry  A.  M.  Set  to  Mufic,  and 
fung  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern. 

FILL  high  the  animating  glals, 

And  let  the  eledlric  ruby  pals 
From  hand  to  hand,  from  foul  to  f  oul; 

Who  fliall  the  energy  controul, 

Exalted,  pure,  refin’d, 

The  Health  of  Humankind  ! 

Not  now  a  venal  tribe  fhall  raile 

The  fong  of  prodituted  praife,  | 

To  Sov’reign’s  who  have  feized  their  power ; 

But  at  this  gay,  thislib’ral  hour, 

We  blefs  what  Heaven  defign’d, 

The  Health  of  Flumankind. 

We  turn  indignant  from  each  caufe 
Of  Man’s  difmay  ;  from  partial  laws, 

From  Kings  who  vainly  feek  by  flight. 

To  fhun  the  blaze  of  moral  light ; 

We  blefs  wdiat  Heaven  defign’d, 

The  Health  of  Humankind ! 


TRANSLATION  of  a  POEM  of  HALLER. 

[From  Curiofities  of  Literature,  &c.] 

AH  !  woods  for  ever  dear,  whofe  branches  fpread 
Their  verdant  arch  o’er  Hafel’s  breezy  head, 
When  dial!  I  once  again,  fupinely  laid, 

Hear  Philomela  charm  your  Jiff  ning  diade  ; 


Where 
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When  fhall  I  ftretch  my  carelefs  limbs  again, 
Where,  gently  riling  from  the  velvet  plain, 

O’er  the  green  hills,  in  eafy  curve  that  bend. 

The  molly  carpet  Nature’s  hands  extend  ; 

Where  all  is  filent !  fave  the  gales  that  move 
The  leafy  umbrage  of  the  whifp’ring  grove  ; 

Or  the  foft  murmurs  of  the  rivulet’s  wave, 
Whofe  chearing  ftreams  the  lonely  meadows  lave. 


O  Heav’n  !  when  lhall  once  more  thefe  eyes  be  calf 
On  feenes  where  all  my  fpring  of  life  was  pafs’d  ; 
Where,  oft  refponfive  to  the  fallen  rill, 

Sylvia  and  Love  my  artlefs  lays  would  fill. 

While  Zephyr’s  fragrant  breeze,  foft  breathing,  Hole 
A  pleafing  fadnefs  o’er  my  penfive  foul. 

Care,  and  her  ghaftly  train,  were  faraway  ; 

While  calm,  beneath  the  Iheltering  woods,  I  lay 
Mid  fhades,  impervious  to  the  beams  of  day. 

Here' — fad  reverfe  l  from  feenes  of  pleafure  far, 

I  wage  with  foi  row  unremitting  war  : 

OpprefsM  with  grief,  my  ling’ring  moments  flow, 

Nor  aught  of  joy,  or  aught  of  quiet,  know. 

Far  from  the  feenes  that  gave  my  being  birth, 

From  parents  far,  an  outcaft  of  the  earth  ! 

Tn  youth’s  warm  hours,  from  each  reftri&ion  free. 

Left  to  myfelf  in  dangerous  liberty. 

Now  pale  difeafe  fhoots  through  my  languid  frame. 
And  checks  the  zeal  for  wifdom  and  for  fame. 

Now  droops  fond  Hope,  by  Difappointmentcrofs’d  $ 
Chill’d  bynegle<ft,  each  fanguine  wilh  is  loft. 

O’er  the  weak  mound  ftern  Ocean’s  billows  ride, 

And  waft  deftrudtion  rn  with  every  tide  ; 

While  Mars,  defeending  from  his  crimfon  car, 

Fans  with  fierce  hands  the  kindling  flames  of  war. 


i 


! 
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Her  gentle  aid  let  confolation  lend: 

All  human  evils  haften  to  their  end. 

The  ftorm  abates  at  every  guft  it  blows  : 

Paft  ills  enhance  the  comforts  of  repofe. 

He  who  ne’er  felt  the  prefiure  of  diftrefs, 

Ne’er  felt  returning  pleafure’s  keen  excefs. 

Time,  who  Afili&ion  bore  on  rapid  wing. 

My  panting  heart  to  happinefs  may  bring. 

I,  on  my  native  hills,  may  yet  enhale 
The  purer  influence  of  the  ambient  gale. 

Ah! 
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Ah  !  Icenes  of  early  joy  !  ah,  much-lov’d  {hades! 

Soon  may  my  footfteps  tread  your  vernal  glades. 

Ah  (hould  kind  Heav’n  permit  me  to  explore 
Your  feats  of  ftill  tranquillity  once  more  ! 

E’en  now,  to  Fancy’s  vifionary  eye, 

Hope  fhews  the  flattering  hour  of  transport  nigh. 

Blue  fliines  the  aether,  when  the  ftorm  is  pafs’d ; 

And  calm  e.epofe  fucceeds  to  Sorrow’s  blaft. 

Flourifli,  ye  fcenes  of  ever  new  delight ! 

Wave  wide  your  branches  to  my  raptur’d  fight  I 
While,  ne’er  to  roam  again,  my  wearied  feet 
Seek  the  kind  refuge  of  your  calm  retreat. 


\ 
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DOMESTIC  LITERATURE 


Of  the  Year  1791. 


# 

THE  Domeftic  Literature  of  the 
year  1791,  has  been  uncom¬ 
monly  barren  of  publications  in 
Biblical  criticifm. 

The  fir  ft  article  which  we  have 
to  infert  in  our  Hiftory  is,  a  notice 
of  the  appearance  of  the  fifth  and 
fixth  volumes  of  u  A  fhort  and  plain 
Exposition  of  the  Old  Teftamept 
&c.  by  the  late  Rev.  Job  Orton, 
published  from  the  Author’s  MSS. 
by  Robert  Gentleman.”  Thefe  vo¬ 
lumes,  which  complete  the  editor’s 
plan,  are  executed  in  a  fimilar  man¬ 
ner  until  the  preceding  ones.  For 
a  general  character  of  this  work, 
we  refer  our  readers  to  our  hiftory 
of  the  Domeftic  Literature  of  the 
year  1788. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  laft  year 
we  announced  the  publication  of  a 
New  Translation  of  Ifaiah,  with 
Notes  fupplementary  to  thofe  of  Dr. 
Lowth,  & c,  by  a  Layman.”  Du¬ 
ring  the  prefentyear,  there  appeared 
“  Short  Remarks”  on  that  work, 
Ci  in  a  Letter  to  the  Author,  by 
John  Sturges,  LL.  D.”  The 
objedt  of  Dr.  Sturges  is  to  fupport 
the  tranflation  of  Dr.  Lowth  in  ma¬ 
ny  patTages,  in  which  the  layman 


contended  that  there  occurred  im* 
portant  miftakes  and  defedts ;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  paftages  cited  in  the  New 
Teftament  from  the  prophet.  In 
this  publication,  the  abilities  and 
learning  of  Dr.  Sturges  appear  to 
confiderable  advantage ;  and  the 
temper  and  moderation  with  which  * 
he  writes  are  highly  commendable. 
But  we  have  not  met  with  any  thing 
in  his  reafoning,  which  has  tended 
to  diminifti  the  value  which  we  for¬ 
merly  put  on  the  layman’s  ver- 
fion. 

Thefe  remarks  foon  called  forth 
an  anfwer,  in  “  A  Letter  to  the 
rev.  Dr.  Sturges,  &c.  by  Michael 
Dodfon,  Efq.”  who  avows  himfelf 
to  be  the  author  of  the  New  Tranf¬ 
lation  and  Notes.  In  this  letter  Mr. 
Dodfon  vindicates  his  former  tranf¬ 
lation  and  criticifms,  as  well  as  his 
remarks  on  Dr.  Lowth,  with  admi¬ 
rable  fkill,  and  with  becoming  can¬ 
dour  and  liberality.  To  the  lover? 
of  Biblical  learning  we  recommend 
this  pamphlet,  together  with  the  re¬ 
marks  of  Dr.  Sturges,  as  what  will 
afford  them  inftrudtion  and  pleafure. 
To  polemics  they  offer  excellent  fpe- 
cimens  of  the  manner  in  which  con- 
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lefts  for  truth  ought  to  be  conducted. 

The  u  Eflay  on  a  Paffaee  of  St. 
Paul,  i  Cor.  II.  io.  addreffed  to 
the  lord  bifhop  of  Exeter,  and  pub¬ 
lished  at  his  lord  Ship's  Requeft,  by 
John  Hay  ter,  M.  A.,5’  contains  a 
Specimen  of  conjectural  criticifm, 
which,  without  doing  violence  to 
the  text,  tends  greatly  to  elucidate  a 
paflage  at  which  the  ableft  comraen- 
tators  have  ftumbled.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  translation  of  the  verfe 
which  he  propofes :  “  on  this  ac¬ 
count  a  woman,  as  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  mark  of  her  fex,  ought  to  have 
fome  covering  on  her  head,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Spies.”  His  reafons 
for  the  reading  by  which  he  fup- 
i  ports  this  tranflation,  difcover  much 
learning  and  ingenuity,  and  would 
have  loft  nothing  of  their  force, 
tiad  they  been  unaccompanied  with 
that  fe verity  of  farcafm  with  which 
he  fpeaks  of  the  interpretations  of 
former  critics. 

Mr.  AShdowne’s  u  Attempt  to 
Ihew  that  the  Opinion  concerning 
the  Devi],  or  Satan,  as  a  fallen  Angel, 
and  that  he  tempts  Men  to  fin,  hath 
no  real  Foundation  in  Scripture,”  is 
l-a  publication  which  reflefts  credit  on 
the  author’s  induftrv  and  ingenuity. 
His  criticifms  on  the  texts  in  which 
the  words  Satan,  devil,  or  evil  fpirit, 
occur  are,  in  general,  judicious  and 
unexceptionable ;  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  by  which  he  fupports  his  po- 
fitions,  are  delivered  with  great  can¬ 
dour  and  modefty.  Thole  who 
contend  that  the  opinion  of  fallen 
angels  or  malignant  fpirits  having 
accefs  to  the  minds  of  men,  and  the 
power  to  tempt  them  to  evil,  is  one 
of  the  corruptions  introduced  into 
the  Chriftian  religion  from  the  ori¬ 
ental  philofophy,  will  find  in  Mr. 
Afhdowne  a  well  informed  and  ufeful 
auxiliary. 

The  “View  of  the  external  Evi¬ 


dence  ofthe  Chriftian  Religion, by  the 
Rev.  James  L.  Moore,”  contains  a 
fliort  abftrad  of  the  testimonies  in 
favour  of  our  holy  faith,  arifing 
from  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy f 
the  miracles  and  refur reStion  of 
Chrifl,  his  moral  character,  the  con¬ 
currence  of  incidental  information 
in  profane  hiftorians,  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  chriftianity  notwithftanding 
the  discouragement  and  oppofitioii 
it  met  with.  This  little  volume  is 
drawn  up  in  ail  eafy  and  popular 
flyle,  and  is  well  adapted  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  thofe,  who  have  not 
either  leifune  or  inclination  to  pe^ 
rufe  larger  treatiSes  on  this  fubjed. 
We  could  have  wifned,  however, 
that  the  author,  in  a  work  of  this 
nature,  which  ihould  have  been 
unexceptionable  to  Chriftians  of 
every  different  fentiment  and  opi¬ 
nion,  had  admitted  of  no  expreftions 
or  reafoning,  which  can  only  be 
ufed  byperfons  attached  to  particu¬ 
lar  fyftems  of  theology. 

The  u  Eflay  on  the  Manner  in 
which  Chriftianity  was  intended  to 
improve  Morality,  by  the  Rev. 
John  Leadley,  M.  A.”  has  been 
deemed  worthy  of  the  Norrifian 
prize  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge* 
It  is  a  fenfible  and  elegant  produc¬ 
tion  :  and  if  the  obfervations  and 
arguments  which  it  contains  do  not 
come  recommended  by  the  charms 
of  novelty,  that  is  to  be  attributed, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Subjed  propofed  for  dif- 
cuffion,  which  has  fo  frequently  been 
the  theme  of  able  chriftian  mo- 
ralifts. 

Dr  ..Edward  Barry,  in  his  “  Theo¬ 
logical,  PhiloSophical,  and  Moral 
Effays,”  has  delivered  fentiments  and 
obfervations  on  a  variety  of  fubjeds 
of  importance  to  human  happinefs, 
which  are  frequently  animated  and 
impreflive,  and  always  of  a  ferious 

or 
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or  ufefiil  tendency.  What  he  is 
principally  to  be  blamed  for  is,  too 
great  an  inattention  to  perfpicuity 
and  propriety  of  language,  and  a 
too  great  attachment  to  a  diffufe 
declamatory  ftyle. 

The  “  Eftimate  of  the  Religion 
of  the  Fafliionable  World,  by  one 
of  the  Laity,”  is  a  performance 
evidently  written  with  the  beft 
views,  and  entitled  to  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  commendation.  The  de- 
fign  of  the  author  is,  to  enquire  in¬ 
to  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  chrif- 
tianity  in  the  more  polite  and  higher 
ranks  of  life ;  to  obviate  the  objec¬ 
tions  which  are  commonly  urged 
againft  the  fuppofed  ftri6tnefs  and 
feverity  of  manners  which  religion 
enjoins;  and  to  expofe  their  incon- 
fiftency  who,  while  they  profefs  to 
receive  chriftanity  as  an  object  of 
faith,  refufe  to  make  it  their  rule  of 
life.  On  thefe  topics  the  author 
offers  a  variety  of  important  obser¬ 
vations  and  remarks,  which  he  re¬ 
commends  not  only  by  weight  and 
force  of  argument,  but  by  polite- 
nefs  and  eafe  of  ftyle  and  language. 
To  numbers  of  readers  this  eflimate 
will  be  the  more  acceptable,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  proceeding  from  the 
pen  of  an  orthodox  and  zealous 
^nember  of  our  eftablifhed  church. 

As  a  proper  fupplement  to  the 
laft  mentioned  article,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  recommend  a  little  treatife  en¬ 
titled  “  Thoughts  on  Card-Playing,” 
which,  as  well  as  the  former,  is  an 
anonymous  publication.  In  thefe 
thoughts  the  author,  with  much 
folid  and  ferjoils  argument,  expofes 
the  excefs  ofra  practice  which  has 
become  almoft  univerfal,  not  only 
in  the  fafliionable  world,  but  in 
every  clafs  of  focietv  ;  and  which  is 
not  confined  to  the  hours  of  formal 
vifiting,  and  occafional  annifefnent, 
but  is  fullered  to  intrude  on  the  mo* 
.incuts  which  Ihould  be  devoted  fo 
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wholefome  recreation  and  exercife* 
t5  friendly  and  .  improving  conver- 
fation,  or  to  the  difcharge  of  ne* 
ceffary  and  domeftic  duties.  It  is/ 
on  thefe  grounds  that  he  reprobates 
card  playing,  and  not,  as  the  more, 
fevere  religionift  would  do,  by  con¬ 
tending  for  its  finfulnefs ;  excepting 
fo  far  as  it  is  finful  to  be  guilty  of  an 
imprudent  wafte  of  time. 

Sir  Adam  Gordon’s  “  Affedion- 
ate  Advice  from  a  Minifler  of  the 
eftablifhed  Church  to  his  Parifhion- 
ers,  upon  the  moft  plain  and  pofi- 
tive  Duties  of  Religion,  with  fome 
Cautions  agairift  the  prevailing  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Innovation,”  contains  a  num¬ 
ber  of  hints  and  obfervations  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  duties  of  religion  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  to  the  inftitutions  of  pub¬ 
lic  worfhip  in  particular,  which  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  readers  of 
every  denomination.  But  his  prin¬ 
cipal  defign  is,  to  caution  his  pa- 
rifhioners  againft  deferring  the  com¬ 
munion  of  the  eftablifhed  church, 
and  being  led  away  by  the  ('educations, 
of  methodiftic  enthufiafm.  We. 
have  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  that  the 
author’s  pra61i.ce  as  a  chriftian  mi* 
nifter,  isconfiftent  with  the  affection¬ 
ate  advice  which  he  inftils  into  their 
minds,  through  the  medium  of  this 
pamphlet ;  and  that  he  is  inftant, 
in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  paftoral  duties. 
Such  is  the  pra6tice  that  will  juftify 
him  in  ufing  the  language  of  this 
little  work,  and  prove,  ‘at  the  fame 
time,  the  moft  effe&ual  preventa¬ 
tive  of  the  mifchiefs  wdiich  he  de¬ 
precates. 

Mr.  Wakefield,  in  his  u  Enquiry 
into  the  Expediency  and  Propriety 
of  public  or  fociai  Worfhip,”  en¬ 
deavours  to  eftablifh  the  following 
curious  and  novel  politions  :  that 
the  pra6tice  of  our  Saviour  dif-  . 
countenances  public  worfhip;  that 
his  precepts,  either  direftly  or  in- 

^  direftly  j 
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lireaiy,  prove  it  not  only  to  be  un-  the  praftice  of  religion,  and  whoft 
authorized  by  chnftiamty,  but  in-  minds  therefore  are  lead  attached 
tonfiltent  with  it ;  and  that  with  re-  to  any  fet  of  principles,  will  ever 
peft  to  the  praaice  of  the  apofties,  be  firft  to  fee  the  abfurdity  of  a- 
whatever  he  has  been  able  to  dif-  popular  fnperdition,  and  to  em- 
:over  relative  to  the  fubjeft,  “  is  brace  a  rational  fyftem  of  faith 
uther  wholly  confident  with  private  In  this  difcourfe  the  author  difplays 
vorflup,  or  from  the  peculiarity  of  great  piety,  and  goodnefs  of  intend 
ts  ciiuumltances,  or  its  difiimilarity  tion,  and  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  in- 
o  what  is  now  called  focial  worfhip,  tereil  of  thecalviniftic  fvdem,  which 
:annot,  with  any  cogency,  or  (hew  Mr.  Belfham  has  renounced.  Thefe 
>f  reafon,  be  prefled  into  the  fer-  are  more  pre-eminent  features  in 
ace  of  the  caufe  which  he  is  com-  his  pamphlet,  than  drength  and 
•ating.  In  reading  this  pamphlet  acutenefs  of  reafoning.  ° 

/e  have  had  frequent  oportunity  for  “  A  Plain  Man’s  Creed,  or  the 
dmiring  Mr. Wakefield’s  ingenuity,  Principles  of  genuine  Chriffianity 
1  commenting  on  thofe  parts  of  endeavoured  to  be  candidly  and  inv 
:ripture  which  are  generally  thought  partially  dated,  by  a  Layman  ”  is 
)  afford  authorities  for  the  pra&ice  the  production  of  a  perfon  of  plain 
f  public  worfhip,  as  well  as  the  good  lenfe,  who  is  willing  to  aflid 
old  decilive  fpint  with  which  he  in  difrobing  Chridianity  of  the 
raws  his  conclufions.  But  we  can-  veils  under  which  ’enthufiafm  and 
ot  fay  that  we  have  fo  far  felt  the  fuperdition  have  endeavoured  to 
eight  of  his  arguments,  as  to  be  conceal  her  fimple  and  beautiful 
iduced  to  admit  his  pofitions,  or  form.  His  intention  is  laudable* 
invmced  of  the  inexpediency  of  fo-  and  if  we  cannot  fubferibe  to  all 
al  worfhip.^  In  different  parts  of  his  articles,  we  think  them,  on  the 
s  wot  k,  he  inti  oduces  pointed  and  whole,  rational  and  unexceptionable, 
vei  e  ftii&ures  and  farcafms  on  the  dhe  il  Plain  and  rational  Ac- 
anner  in  which  public  worfhip  is  count  of  Salvation  by  Jefus  Chrid 
mdufted  in  the  eftablilhed  church.  See.  by  J.  Gough,  A,  B.”  is  intend¬ 
ed  particularly  among  the  Diffen-  ed  to  combat  the  do&rine  of  a  vica¬ 
rs,  which  will  afford  a  high  grati-  rious  facrifice  ;  and  to  fhew,  that 
:ation  to  thofe  of  his  readers  who  where  it  is  faid  in  feripture  Chrid  ’ 
ay  riot  poffefs  that  fpirit  of  feri-  died  for  us,  the  meaning  is>  he  died 
tfnefs  and  piety,  which,  we  doubt  on  account  of,  not  indead  of  us; 

>t,  a&uates  Mr. Wakefield’s  mind  ;  and  that  his  death  was  neceffary* 
ft  which  were  neither  neceffary  not  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  dr vine 
>r  proper  to  be  introduced  into  a  judice,  but  to  enfure  to  mankind 
feuffion,  in  which  truth,  and  not  the  bleffings  of  the  new  covenant, 
plaufe,  is  the  author’s  obje<5l.  which  could  not  have  been  convey- 
Mr.  Williams’s  “  Difcourfe  on  the  ed  to  them  but  through  a  mediator, 
ifluence  of  religious  Praaice  upon  For  this  idea  of  the  Chridian  re- 
r  Enquiries  after  Truth,  &c,”  ap-  demption,  which  differs  little,  if  at 
ars  to  have  been  written,  chiefly,  all,  from  that  of  Clarke,  and  of 
th  a  view  to  controvert  an  opi-  others  who  have  fometimes  been 
)n  fuggeded  by  Mr.  Belfham,  in  claffed  in  the  middle  theological 
1  fermon  to  the  fupporters  of  the  fchool,  the  author  contends  with 
:w  College  at  Hackney,  “  that  modefty  and  good  temper. 

'ii  who  are  the  mod  indifferent  The  treatife  entitled  “Element* 

Chrif- 
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Chriftiana  ;  the  thirty-nine  Articles 
of  the  Church  of  England  proved 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  W  ord  of  God, 
in  their  literal  and  grammatical 
Senfe,  &c.  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Hervey,”  is  drawn  up  in  the  cate¬ 
chetical  form,  and  details,  in  plain 
and  perfpicuous  language,  the  ar¬ 
guments  commonly  adduced  to 
prove  that  the  articles  are  comform- 
able  to  Chriftian  verity.  The  au¬ 
thor,  however,  does  not  bring  any 
acceflion  of  force  to  the  fide  which 
he  efpoufes. 

The  u  -Syllabus  of  Chriftian  Doc¬ 
trines  and  Duties,  in  the  Catecheti¬ 
cal  Form,  See.  by  S.  Newton,”:  is 
publifhed  “  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
would  wifh  to  judge,  for  themfelves 
of  the  nature  and  influence  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  from  the  uncor¬ 
rupt  ^language  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion,  and  who  are  defirous  of  com¬ 
municating  the  knowledge  of  it  in 
an  eafy  and  familiar  manner  to 
their  families.”  The  queftions  and 
the  anfwers  of  Mr.  Newton  are 
drawn  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to. 
inftil  into  the  minds  of  young  per- 
fons  a  bias  in  favour  o.f  the  Calvi- 
niftic  fyftem.  It  will  be-  accept¬ 
able,  therefore,  to  thofe  who  agree 
with  him  in  fentiment,  and  who 
think  it  their  duty  to  initiate  their 
childred  early  in  the  principles  of 
their  own  orthodox  creed. 

“  The  Doririne  of  the  Divine 
Trinity  in  Unity  briefly  aflerted  and 
vindicated ;  confided  to  a  generous 
Public,  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Evans 
Holder,”  contains  a  number  of 
comments  on  texts  of  feripture,  and 
arguments  for  the  commonly  re¬ 
ceived  doclrine,  which  are  fuffici- 
ently  familiar  to  thofe  .who  have 
paid  any  attention  to  the  Trinita¬ 
rian  controverfy.  But  we  have  feen 
them  ufed  by  abler  advocates,  and 
with  much  greater  advantage.  In 
zeal,  however,  Mr.  Holder  gives 

x  *  6 
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place  to  none  of  his  fellow  comb? 
tants ;  and  we  are  forry  to  find,  the 
it  occafianally  tranfports  him  be 
yond  the  bounds  which  a  liberal  an 
Chriftian  fpirit  would  preferibe. 

u  Arias  (lain,  and  Socinus  moi 
tally  wounded,  &c.  and  addreffed  t 
Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.D.  F.  R.S.  b 
an  Old  Seaman,”  is  a  treatife,  th 
ftyle  and  phrafeology  of  which  ar 
occaftonally  well  adapted  to  the-wii 
ojf  the  forcaftle,  and  will  be  relifh 
ecj  by  fuch  of  the  author’s  .old  meft 
mates  as  are  fond  of  dabbling  in  the 
ological  controverfy.  Plow  likel 
his  arguments  are  to  produce  cor 
vision  in  landfmen,  we  m.uft  Jeav 
his  readers  to  determine.  Accorc 
ing  to  his  own  account,  fte  “  ha 
the  tedimony  of  the  whole  wor 
of  God,  even  that  of  all  the  infpii 
ed  prophets,  and  apoftles”  on  hi 
fide ;  while  the  advocates  for  th 
hereftes  which  he  oppofes,  hav 
Only  their  own  afftrtioiis,  or  thpf 
of  other  fallible  men,  to  fuppoi 
their  opinions.  And  he  thank 
God  that  Dr.  Prieftley,  who,  h 
fuppofes,  is  endeavouring  to  deftro 
the  truth  as  it  is, in  Chrift,  has  n< 
other  weapons  to  make  ufe  of  tha: 
artillery  which  is  “  only  hugle  call 
honeycombed  with  ruft,  of  wick 
ed  Cain’s  mould,  therefore,  in  i 
fliort  time  will  burft,  and  deftro 
the  whole  crew  with  an  utter  an 
eternal  deftrudtion.” 

“  Socinianifm  unfcriptural,  c 
the  Prophets  and  Apoftles  vindical 
ed  from  the  Charge  of  holding  *tb 
Dodtrine  of  Chrift’s  meer  Hums 
nity,  &c.  by  the  late  Rev.  Joh 
Fletcher,  Vicar  of  Madely”,  conp 
nued  by  Jofeph  Benfon,  confifts.  c 
a  number  of  letters,  in  which  th 
author  introduces  a  long  detail  c 
quotations  from  the  Old  Teftam.en! 
and  from  the  Evangelifts  and  Apo| 
ties,  to  prove  the  Divinity  of  Chrift 
and  that  he  appeared  to  Abraham  J? 

.  co'i 
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Cob,  Moles,  and  the  other  Old  Tef- 
tament  faints.  Mr.  Ben  foil’s  Con¬ 
tinuation  is  entitled,  “  A  Demon- 
firation  of  the  Want  of  Common 
Senfe  in  the  New  TeBament  Wri¬ 
ters,  on  the  Suppofition  of  their 
believing  and  teaching  the  above 
mentioned  Doctrine”,  i.e.  Socinia- 
nifm.  Mr.  Fletcher’s  letters  were 
conleffedly  left  by  him  in  a  very 
unfinifhecl  and  imperfect  Bate  ;  and 
it  would  not  have  proved  any  in¬ 
jury  to  the  caufe  they  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  fupport,  or  to  the  memory  of 
the  ,  author’s  catholicifm,  if  they 
had  been  entirely  kept  from  the 
notice  of  the  public.  Mr.  Ben- 
fon’s  Continuation  poifeffes  no  great 
claims  to  merit,  when  confidered 
as  an  exhibition  of  his  argumenta¬ 
tive  powers. 

The  “  Letter  to  the  Rev.  J.  Ed¬ 
wards,  &c.  by  G.  Hodfon,  jun.” 
contains  Strictures  on  the  Unitarian 
creed,  as  explained  in  an  addrefs 
from  Mr.  Edwards  to  a  congregation 
of  baptifts  at  Liverpool :  and  an 
attempt  to  fupport  the  doCtrine  of 
the  divinity  of  Chrift.  Whatever 
applaufe  Mr.  Hodfon  may  be 
thought  entitled  to  from  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  intention,  and  the  tem¬ 
per  with  which  he  writes,  we  do  not 
think  that  he  will  be  conlidered 
as  having  effected  much  towards 
terminating  the  controverfy. 

Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  “  Vindica- 
“  tion  of  the  Sentiments  contained 
in  a  late  Addrefs,  &c.”  enters  into 
a  fuller  and  more  particular  dif- 
cufion  of  the  queBion  in  debate. 
In  this  treatife  he  fnews  that  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  Contro¬ 
verfy  ;  and  preffes  on  his  opponents 
thofe  palfages  of  Scripture,  and 
thofe  arguments,  which  have  been 
advanced  by  the  ableft  fupporters 
unitarianifm.  The  heat  and  acri¬ 
mony,  however,  which  occafionally 
f'79!. 
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appear  in  his  pages,  do  no  fervice 
to  his  caule. 

The  “  Letter  addrefted  to  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  of  England, 
containing  Remarks  on  his  Defence 
of  the  Trinitarian  DoLfrine”,  is 
the  work  of  an  anonymous  author, 
who  pofTelTes  confiderable  know¬ 
ledge  and  abilities,  and  delivers  his 
opinions  and  arguments,  with  that 
difpaffionate  liberal  fpirit  which  we 
wifli  always  to  prevail  among  pole  • 
mics.  The  caufe  of  Mr.  Edwards 
meets  with  a  Brenuous  fupporter  in 
this  writer. 

Jt  is  not  in  our  power  to  give 
our  readers  any  clear  idea  of  what 
they  may  expert  to  meet  with  in 
Mr.  Lewelyn’s,  Tracts,  entitled 
“  An  Expofition  of  the  Beginning 
of  Genefis,  vol.  I.  An  Expofition 
of  the  EpiBle  to  the  Romans, 
vol.  II.  The  Doctrine  of  Baptifm, 
“  vol.  III.  MOP<DH  ®  EOT,  vol.  IV.” 
They  contain  fuch  a  farrago  of 
myBicifm  and  abfurdity,  that  we 
can  fcarcely  conceive  them  to  have 
been  penned  by  a  ferious  religionift, 
in  the  competent  poBeflion  of  his 
faculties.  If  the  author  in  writing 
them,  had  any  particular  object  in 
view,  it  fliould  feem  that  it  was  to 
revive  the  long  forgotten  fe£t  of 
the  Anthropomorphites. 

u  Antinomianifm  unmalked  and 
refuted,  &c.  by  Maria  de  Fleury”, 
attempts  to  reconcile  high  ortho¬ 
doxy  with  morality ;  or  to  fhew, 
that  the  principles  of  Calvinifm 
do  not  militate  againft  the  moral 
law,  which  the  fcriptures  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  TeBaments  de¬ 
clare  to  be  Bill  in  full  force,  as  the 
rule  of  the  ChriBian’s  conduct. 
The  defign  is  well  meant  ;  and  is 
purfued  with  fpirit  and  with  zeal, 
more  than  proportioned  to  the  ex- 
peiience  of  the  author  in  theologi¬ 
cal  deputation. 

O  -  u  Myf- 
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“  My  fiery  Babylon  encompafied- 
jfor  utter  Deftrudtion,  &c.  byThomas 
Jones,”  is  written  in  anfwer  to  the 
lalt  mentioned  article,  and  contains 
a  weak  defence  of  principles  which 
cannot  be  efpoufed  by  -any  who  are 
not'  Antinomians,  although  the?  au¬ 
thor  is  unwilling  to  be  ranked  in 
that  clafs. 

“  The  Barber,  or  Timothy  Priefl- 
Jey  fhaved,  as  reflected  from  his 
own  Looking  Glafs,  the  Operator 
William  Huntingdon,”'  and  “  The 
parber’s  Mirror,  &c.  being  Remarks 
on  that  Gentleman’s  Pamphlet,”  re¬ 
late  to  the  fqu abides  of  two  pulpit 
quacks,  about  the  infallibility  of 
their  refpedtive  noferums  ;  and  con¬ 
tain  more  nonfenfe  and  illiberal ity , 
than  ferioufnefs  or  wit. 

In  taking  notice  of  the  different 
treatifes  in  controversial  theology, 
which  have  engag'd  the  public  at¬ 
tention  during  the  prefect  year  we 
muff  not  omit  to  mention,  that  the 
old  difpute  about  infant  ba  tifm 
has  been  attempted  to  he  revived  by 
the  Rev.  Edward  Williams,  in  his 
^Antipocdobaptifm  examined,  in  two 
vols.”  In  this  work  the.  author  pro- 
fefles,  not  only  to  give  a  full  reply 
to  Mr.  Booth's  Poedobaptifm  exa¬ 
mined,  which  we  noticed  in  our 
Regiffer  for  1784,  but  alfo  to  the 
arguments  and  (rejections  cd  Dr. 
vStennet,  in  anfwer  to  Dr.  Adding¬ 
ton,  to  Dr.  Gale’s  Reflections  on 
'Dr.  Wall  s  Hiftory  pf  infant  Bap- 
tifm,  and  to  other  writers  who  have 
maintained  the  fame  fide  of  the  coii- 
troverfy.  He  likewiH  enters  into 
an  invefligation  of  the  mature  of 
poftive  inffitutions  in  general,  and 
occai’o  al  flririures  on  human  ce- 
remcnies  in  matters  of  religion. 
Mr.  Willi  i ms  appears  to  have  paid 
.great  ahem  ion-  to  the  fubjedt  which 
he  engages  to  difeufs,  and  to  have  fuf- 
iered  1  one  of  the  former  writers  on 
.  the  queffion,  of  any  effabli filed  fame, 
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to  pafs  by  without  a  clofe  and  partly' 
cular  examination.  The  fcope  which 
he  preferibed  to  himfelf  has  necef- 
fai  ily  rendered  his  work  prolix  : 
but  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  that1 
he  has  in  a  great  meafure  compen- 
fated  for  this  evil,  bv  the  value  of 
his  matter,  and  that  his  argument  is 
managed  with  great  fhrewdnefs  and 
ability.  The  view  of  the  queftiori 
which  Mr.  Williams  takes,  is  con¬ 
fident  with  the  Calviniftic  dobtririe, 

“  The  Divine  (Economy  of  Chriff 
in  his  Kingdom,  or  Church,  ay 
pradtifed,  taught,  and  ordained  by 
himfelf,  to  continue  according  to 
Scripture  alone,  by  George  B rim¬ 
ing,”  appears 'to  have  been  published 
in  conicquence  of  the  refentment 
which  the  author  has  felt,  on  view¬ 
ing  the  depredations  committed  by' 
the  bold  innovators  of  the  prefect 
dav  on  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter; 
and  the  rapid  prog  refs  of  opinions, 
which  threaten,  eventually,  to  de¬ 
prive  the  head  of  the  church  of  all 
power  and  dignity,  excepting  in 
fpiritualibus.  Alarmed  for  the 
honour  and  rights  of  the  keeper  of 
the  keys,  this  Writer,  with  the  ferijp- 
tures  in  his  hands,  undertakes  to 
prove,  that  the  authority  conferred 
by  our  Saviour  on  St.  Peter,  was 
fuperior  to  what  was  granted  to- 
any  other  of  the  a  potties ;  and  that 
al!  invaiidns  on  the  privileges  or 
the  property  of  his  fucceffors,  arte 
profane  and  facrifegious.-  For  the 
manner  of  his  accommodating  the 
feriptures  to  this  doctrine,  which  is- 
growing  very  unfafhionable  in  the 
world,  we  muff  refer  our  readers 
to  his  publication.  « 

Falkland’s  “  EBay  on  Bigotry, 
Innovation,  and  Infidelity,  as  re- 
fpedtively  fupported  by  Doctors 
Burke,  Prieftley,  and  Touimin,” 
&c.  is  a  publication,  m  perufing 
which  we  found  ourfeives  alternate¬ 
ly  pleafed,.  and  dilTatisfied ;  drf- 
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pofecl  to  beftow  a  high  ihare  of 
commendation  on  the  author,  for 
the  found  and  incontrovertible  ar¬ 
guments  which  he  advances  in  fup- 
port  of  an  unlimited  and  uiiiverfal 
extenfion  of  religious  liberty,  and 
obliged  to  cenfure  him  for  his  fre¬ 
quent  inconfiftency  with  his  own 
principles,  and  for  advancing  fenti- 
nients  and  obfervations  that  favour 
ftrongly  of  the  intolerance  and  bi¬ 
gotry  againft  which  he  protefts. 
While  he  laments  that  “  the  mind 
of  many  a  Briton  remains  enflaved 
by  inquifitorial  decretals,  feared  bv 
the  obfolete  penalties  of  a  cruel 
code”  ;  and  expreffes  a  hope  that 
^  even  this  generation  may  lee-  the 
happy  day,  in  which  the  hand  of 
liberality  will  pull  down  the  old 
partition  wall  which  bigotry  has 
erected  in  the  fane  of  chriftianity”; 
we  applaud  and'  fympathife  with 
his  liberal  and  philosophic  fpirit. 
But  when  we  find  him  condemning 
the  efforts  of  the  men  who  would 
abolifli  that  cruel  code,  and  remove 
that  partition  wall,  which  belongs 
Hot  to  the  building,  and  conceals  its 
proportion  and  beauty;  we"  are 
forry  that  the  author  is  no  better 
acquainted  with  the  principles,  and 
that  he  would  entirely  deftrov  the 
Value  of  that  liberty  of  which  he 
would  be  thought  the  advocate. 
We  think  the  general  principles  of 
this  effay  better  calculated  to  reprefs 
that  fpirit  of  cruelty  and  inhumani¬ 
ty,  which  bigotry  too  commonly 
excites  in  it’s  votaries,  than  to 
emancipate  the  world  from  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  prejudice  and  fuperftition. 

The  “  fhort  Treatife  in  lupport  of 
National  Religion,  &c.  by  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  the  Church  of  England,”  is 
the  production  of  a  mind  very  dif¬ 
ferently  conftituted  from  that  of  the 
laft  mentioned  writer.  He  fpeaks 
of  the  unreflrained  toleration  of 
fe&aries  as  a  moll  “  pernicious  H- 


iterature.  [21 1 3 

1 

berty and  would  inflict  the 
wholefome  feverities  of  w  fine,  im- 
prilonment,  or  bodily  punifhmenr, 
ftea'dily  and  unremittingly,”  on 
every  perfon  who,  by  any  means 
whatfoever,  publiflies  opinions  or 
fuppofitiops  contrary  to  thofe  of  the 
mother  church.  What  an  admir¬ 
able  auxiliary  .would  this  gentle¬ 
man  prove  to  the  humane  fathers  of 
the  mquifition,  in  practifing  their 
gentle  methods  of  propagati ng  the 
pure  orthodox  faith  !  We  comme:  d 
him  to  the  pity  of  every  charitable 
heart ;  and  to  the  illumination  of 
that  divine  religion,  Which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  promote  among  men 
mutual  forbearance,  and  the  inter¬ 
change  of  the  mil  deft  and  moft  be¬ 
nevolent  affections,  and  which  uni¬ 
formly  protefts  againft  every  fpecies 
of  defpotifm  oyer  confcience,  by 
whomsoever,  and  under  whatfovef 
pretences  it  may  be  affumed. 

Of  a  very  different  and  oppoftte 
complexion  is  u  An  Effay  on  Ecciefi- 
aftical  Eftablifliments  in  Religion, 
fhewing  their  hurtful  Tendency, 
&c.  by  a  Proteftant  Diffenter.”  The 
intention  of  this  author  is  to  prove, 
that  the  connexion  of  the  church 
with  the  ftate,-  by  means  of  which 
one  fed  alone  became  exdu  lively 
eftabliflied  and  patronized,  has  been 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  evils  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  world,  on 
account  of  religion  ;  that  fuch  efta- 
blifhments  are  inconliften't  with  rea- 
fon,  ftnee  they  interfere  with  the 
unalienable  rights  of  individuals  to 
worfhip  God,  without  fuffering  any 
injury  or  oppreffion  on  that  ac¬ 
count  ;  that  thev  are  inconfiftent 
with  the  genius  of  chriftianity,  fince 
they  difeourage  that  liberality  and 
freedom  of  enquiry,  which  that  reli¬ 
gion  not  only  recommends  but  enjoins 
on  its  followers  ;  and  fince  all  the 
genuine  and  ufefui  purpofes  of  that 
religion,  would  be  more  completely 

Q  2  anfwer- 


[2i2]  DOMESTIC  L 

Anfwered  without  fuch  adventitious 
and  ruinous  fupport.  -  Whatever  be 
the  opinion  of  his  readers,  relative 
to  the  principle  for  which  the  au¬ 
thor  contends,  and  his  fucc.efs  in 
e  flab  lifting  it,  they  mull  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  he  writes  with  calmnefs 
and  good  temper ;  and  that  many 
of  the  obfervations  which  oc¬ 
cur,  could  not  have  proceeded  but 
from  a  well-informed  and  liberal 
mind.  To  this  eBay  are  added  two 
difcourfts,  containing  a  comment  on 
the  14th  chapter  of  the  book  of  Re¬ 
velation,  in  which,  as  the  author 
conceives,  is  predicted  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  civil  eftabliftments  of 
religion.  How  far  he  has  been  able 
to  unravel  the  difficulties  of  that 
dark  and  mvfterious  book,  we  muft 
leave  his  readers  to  determine. 

The  “  Review  of  the  Policy, 
Dodtrines,  and  Morals  of  the  Me- 
fhodifls,’*  is  the  prodiadtion  of  a 
fenfible  writer,  and  contains  a  num¬ 
ber  of  important  remarks,  worthy 
of  the  notice  of  the  people  whom 
he  undertakes  to  defcribe,  as  well  as 
of  readers  in  general.  But  we  do 
not  think  him  fufficiently  informed 
in  the  hiflorv  of  methodifm,  nor 
.fufficiently  candid  towards  its  pro- 
feffiors.  Difapproving  as  we  do  of 
the  theological  tenets  of  that  people, 
and  of  the  methods  by  which  they 
have  propagated  them,  we  think, 
notwith (landing,  that  they  have  pro¬ 
duced  much  more  o;ood  than  evil  to 
focietv.  Under  this  conviction, 
.  We  adopt  a  part  of  the  author’s  con¬ 
cluding  reflection,  but  with  greater 
confidence  than  he  feems  to  profefs 
in  the  refult.  “  Providence  may 
be  employing  this  inftru merit  for 
introducing  more  knowledge  and 
virtue  among  men.  If  it  lhould 
prove  the  means  of  directing  the 
ignorant  to  ferious  enquiry,  and 
routing  men  of  virtue  and  under- 
flanding  to  the  defence  and  fupport 
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of  genuine  religion  :  if  it  ftould 
ftimulate  the  minifters  of  religion 
to  exert  themfelves  in  recommend¬ 
ing  the  fublime  dodtrines  and  pure 
precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  and  in 
adorning  them  by  the  mecknefs,  and 
innocence  of  their  lives  ;  this  would 
be  the  wTay  to  refcue  the  ignorant 
and  deluded  from  the  hands  of  en- 
thufiafts  and  impoftors*;  and  then 
Chriftianity  would  become  a  light 
to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  The  hon¬ 
our  and  ornament  of  human  nature, 
and  the  glory  of  all  its  profeffors.” 

Dr.  Prieftley’s  “  Letters  to  the 
Members  of  the  New  Jerufalem 
Church,  formed  by  Baron  Sweden¬ 
borg,”  were  written,  in  confequence 
of  his  attention  being  drawn  to  that 
perfuafion,  by  the  forming  of  a 
church,  and  the  building  of  an 
elegant  place  of  worfhip  for  them 
at  Birmingham,  as  well*  as  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  minifters  and 
leading  members  of  that  church. 
With  thefe  perfons  the  dodtor  lived 
in  friendfhip  ;  and  was  fupplied  by 
them  with  as  many  of  the  writings 
of  Mr.  Swedenborg,  as  he  wifhed 
to  fee.  Thefe  writings  he  read 
with  much  care  ;  and  the  refult  was 
a  determination  to  publift  .the  let¬ 
ters  before  ns.  The  dodfor ’s  objedt 
is,  partly,  to  lay  before  the  public 
a  clear  and  accurate  > view  of  the  dif- 
tinguifhing  and  peculiar  tenets  of 
that  new  fedt ;  and,  partly,  to  expofe 
the  incongruities  in  their  fyftem, 
and  to  conciliate  them  to  unitaria- 
nifm.  To  thofe  who  have  a  ,cu- 
riofity  to  known  what  are  the  opU 
nions  which  are  held  by  this  “  ffrik- 
ing  variety  in  the  modes  of  Chrif- 
tian  faith  and  pradtice,”  without 
undergoing  the  drudgery  of  read¬ 
ing  the  voluminous  and  heavy 
works  of  the  baron,  they  will  prove 
an  acceptable  prefent ;  and  wre  think 
them  well  calculated,  from  the  can¬ 
did  liberal  manner  in  which  they 
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fire  written,  to  prevent  thofe  who 
will  read  and  think  for  themfelves, 
from  becoming  converts  to  his  fy  fi¬ 
le  m. 

The  “  Candid  and  impartial  Re¬ 
ply  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley’s  Let¬ 
ters.  &c.  by  J.  Proud,  N.  H.  M.” 
is  the  production  of  a  fhrewd  and 
ingenious  writer,  and  is  penned  with 
good  temper  and  urbanity.  This 
gentleman,  who  is  the  minifler  of 
the  New  Jerufalem  Church  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  frankly  acknowledges  that 
Dr.  Prielfley  has  given  a. fair  ftate- 
ment  of  the  peculiar  notions  of 
the  Swedenborgians,  the  objections 
to  which  he  endeavours  to  do  away, 
and  to  vindicate  them  both  from 
reafon  and  fcripture.  We  do  not 
think,  however,  that  his  attempt  to 
remove  the  doctor’s  objections,  will 
be  thought  fuccefsful  by  any  who  are 
not  initiated  in  the  fcicnce  of  corref- 
pontknccs ,  that  inexplicable  key  to 
the  fcriptures,  which  was  loft  to  the 
world  till  happily  reftored  by  the 
baron.  Nor  do  we  think  his  ar¬ 
guments  likely  to  make  converts, 
excepting  among  fuch  as  are  pofi- 
fefied  of  minds  fuffiriently  docile  to 
believe  implicitly  in  the  infpira- 
tion  of  that  modern  apoftle,  on  the 
ground  of  his  own  confident  affec¬ 
tions,  and  of  what  the  molt  fubtle 
logician  would  be  puzzled  to  make 
amount  even  to,  prefumptive  evi¬ 
dence. 

“  Emanuel  Swedenborg’s  New 
Year’s  Gift,  for  the  Year  '79'”)  is 
intended  to  vindicate  the  writings 
of  that  author  from  a  fufpicion, 
entertained  on  miftaken  grounds, 
that  they  were  favourable  to  the 
doCtrine  of  the  eternity  of  future 
punifhment.  It  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  of  the  choice  myf- 
teries  of  Emanuel,  which  we  are  un¬ 
able  to  comprehend  ;  and  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  the  enlightened  “  to  fe- 
parate  thengfelves  from  all  other 


bodies  of  Chriftians,  and  form  af- 
fociations,  here  and  there,  in  order 
to  ferve  the  Lord  together  in  a, 
manner  more  rational,  as  well  as 
more  agreeable  to  the  fundamental 
doCfrines  of  the  true  church.” 

The  u  Liturgy,  compiled  from  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Reform? 
ed,  according  to  the  Plan  of  the  late 
Dr.  Samuel  Clark,  &c.  printed  at 
Plvrnouth,”  contains  an  order  for 
morning  prayer,  and  two  orders  for 
evening  prayer ;  orders  for  the  ad- 
miniffration  of  the  Lord’s  fupper, 
for  infant  baptifm,  for  that  of  adults, 
and  for  the  burial  of  the  dead ; 
morning  and  evening  prayers  for  a 
family  ;  occafional  payers  ;  occa- 
fional  thankfgivings.;  and  a  collec? 
tion  of  pfalms  and  hymns  for  pub? 
lie  worfhip,  taken,  for  the  mod  part, 
from  thofe  of  Dr.  Watts,  with  al¬ 
terations.  In  this  liturgy,  which  is 
intended  for  the  ufe  of  Unitarian 
congregations,  a  number  of  judici¬ 
ous  additions  and  alterations  from 
Dr.  Ciarke’s  plan  are  introduced, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  add  greatly 
to  its  value,  while  it  is  rendered 
more  unexceptionable  to  perfons 
holding  different  religious  fenti- 
ments. 

Of  a  fimilar  character  are  the 
“  Forms  of  Prayer,  for  public  Wor¬ 
fhip,”  which,  as  the  gdvertifiement 
informs  us,  were  compiled  for  the 
ufe  of  an  evening  lecture  among 
the  proteftant  diflenters  in  Portfi- 
mouth.  I11  this  volume,  however, 
there  is  a  greater  variety  than  in 
that  which  we  have  juft  noticed. 
It  contains  five  diftinCt  orders  for 
prayer  ;  of  which  the  firft  and  fie- 
cond  are  taken  from  Dr.  Clark’s  re¬ 
formed  liturgy,  with  a  few  altera¬ 
tions,  and  the  other  three  from  the 
liturgies  publifhed  about  thirty 
years  ago,  for  the  ufe  of  a  proteftant 
diffenting  congregation  in  Liver¬ 
pool.  From  the  apperance  of  thefe 
O  3  apd 
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sujd  fimilar  publications,  it  is  evi-  them.  Others  appear  to  contain 
dent  that  the  averfion  to  liturgies,  little  more  than  outlines,  which 


which  formerly  characterized  almoft 
all  the  diffenters  from  our  eftablifh- 
ed  church,  is  rapidly  declining. 
And  the  meafure  which  numbers  of 
them  have  adopted,  of  accommoda¬ 
ting  our  public  liturgy  to  their  own 
fentiments,  affords  more  than  a  pre- 
fumption,  that  a  judicious  revifal  of 
our  public  fervi.ee  and  doctrines, 
would  greatlydiminifli  the  number  of 
non-conformifts.  Both  thefe  circum- 
ftances  certainly  deferve  the  notice  of 
the  governors  of  our  church  ;  and 
they  add  confiderable  force  to  the 
reafoning  in  the  excellent  treatifes 
entitled,  “  Hints,  fubmitted  to  the 
ferious  Confideration  of  the  Clergy, 
Mobility,  and 'Gentry,  newly  affocia- 
ted.  by  a  Layman,”  and  “  Confidera- 
tionson  the  Expediency  of  revifing 
the  Liturgy  and  Articles  of  the 
Church  of  England,  by  a  confident 
Proteftant of  which  we  freely  ex- 
prefled  our  opinion,  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  of  our  Regifters  for  the  years 
1 7 89  and  1790. 

Among  the  Sermons  of  the  year 
1795,  we  fhall,  in  the  firft  place, 
rail  the  attention  of  our  reader  to 
fuch  as  are  pofthumous. 

In  this  number  we  meet  with  a 
fecond  volume  of  Sermons  by  the 
late  rev.  John  Logan,  FiR.S.  Edin. 
The  general  character  which  we 
gave  of  the  firft  volume  of  thefe  dif- 
courfes,  in  bur  Regifter  for  the  lad 
year,  is,  upon  the  whole,  applicable 
to  the  volume  before  us.  The  fub- 
jedls  which  have  been  feledfed,  are 
pifcellar.equ’s,  but  chiefly  practical ; 
and  are  treated  in  a  pleafing  and 
popular  manner.  Some  of  them 
are  of  that  fpecies  of  compofftion 
which  in  the  Scotch  church  are  cal¬ 
led  lectures,  and  confift  of  explana¬ 
tions  of  connected  portions  of  ferip- 
ture,  together  with  pradbical  obser¬ 
vations  and  reflections  deduced  from 
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were  filled  up  by  the  author  in  the 
courfe  .of  his  delivery. 

The  ^  Sermons  now  firft  printed 
from  tfie  .Original  Manufcriptsr  of 
John  Wallis,  D.  JD.  fometime  Sa¬ 
rdian  Profeffor  of  Geometry  in  the 
Univei  fity  of  Oxford,  and  Chaplain 
in  Ordinary  to  King  Charles  II.’? 
have  been  ppblifhecj  by  a  defeendant 
of  that  celebrated  and  good  man, 
who  thought  them  too  valuable  to 
be  buried  in  oblivion  ;  and  whq 
imagines  that  they  will  be  accept¬ 
able  and  ufeful  to  thole  who  have 
no  objection  to  difeourfes  of  a  puri¬ 
tanical  caft.  The  fubjedts  of  thefg 
’  fermons  are  chiefly  practical;  thcii; 
ftyle  and  language  are  plain  and 
fimple ;  and  their  dodtrinal  part 
is  Calviniftic.  That  glafs  of  chrif- 
tians  with  whom  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
De  Coetlogon  is  of  any  weight,  are 
informed  by  him,  in  a  recommen- 
datory  introduction  to  the  volume, 
that  “  it  is  abfurd  and  ignorant  tej 
deny,  that  the  doctrines  contained 
in  them  are  the  doctrines  of  the  re¬ 
formation  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  which  is  more  than  all,  of  the 
facred  feriptures.”  Ere  fixed  to  thefe 
fermons  we  have  memoirs  of  the 
author,  which  appear  to  be  authen¬ 
tic,  and  which  are  more  particular 
apd  interefting  than  any  before 
communicated  to  the  public. 

The  two  volumes  of  “  Sermons 
on  feveral  Subjects,  by  John  Bilking-' 
ton  Morgan,  M.  A.  late  Vicar  of 
Hitchin,  Herts,  &c.”  are,  on  the 
whole,  plain,  practical,  and  ufeful. 
They  were  not,  however,  intended 
t>v  the  author  for  the  prefs,  but  are 
a  pofthumous  publication  ;  the  fa¬ 
vourable  reception  of  which  by  the 
public  will  be  an  act  ofbenevolence 
towards  the  relations  of  the  dhceafed. 
Dr.  Tatham’s  u  Chart  and  Scale 

of  Truth,  by  which  to  find  the  Caufc 
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,of  Error,  &c.  in  two  •Volume*/’ -be¬ 
longs  more  properly  to  philofophy 
than  to  theology.  The  fubftance 
of  thefe  volumes,  however,  was  de¬ 
livered  at  the  le&ure  founded  bv 
the  Rev.  John  Hampton,  under  the 
name  of  divinity  lermons,  in  order  to 
be  entitled  p  'ha  fu:n  felt  by  that 
gentleman,  to  be  annually  diftri- 
buted  to  luch  ledlurers  as  ilia  1 1  be 
'appointed  by  the  heads  of  col  leges  in 
Oxford,  to  preach  on  particular  fub- 
jedls  fpecihed  in  his  will.  With 
the  form  of  them,  Dr.  Tatham  has 
taken  a  considerable  liberty  in  this 
publication  ;  which  he  thought 
himfelf  ju  {lifted  in  doing,  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  bell  method  of-ac- 
.complifhing  the  end  he  had  in  vie, tv* 
And  notwithilandinv  that  he  is  more 
voluminous  than  his  predecelVors,  fo 
prolific  is  his  invention,  and  fo  ex- 
curfive  his  pen,  that  in  thefe  volumes 
he  has  only  executed  one  third  part 
of  his  intention.  The  plan  of  the 
author,  in  what  he  has  already 
completed,  is,  “  to  trace  the  diftinjft 
and  proper  principles,  to  point  out 
the  right  method  of  reafonmg,  and 
to  mark  that  juft  afilnr,  all  corref 
ponding  with  each  other,  which 
appertain  to  the  different  kinds  of 
-truth,  as  thev  feverallv  relate  to  in- 
teliect,  the  will,  and  the  i marina- 
tion  ;  and  this  for  the  exprefs  and 
Special  purpofe  of  afeertaining  the 
pro  per  nature,  the  particular  method, 
and  the  peculiar  genius  of  theologic 
truth.”  The  fir  ft  volume  is  chief¬ 
ly  fcientinc,  and  is  divided  into  a 
number  of  heads  and  fubdivifions, 
in  which  few  readers  will  take  any 
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pieafure  in  accompanying  the  au¬ 
thor,  excepting  filch  as  have  been 
saccuftcmed  to  mathematical  deduc¬ 
tion.  Theobjedt  of  it  is,  to  combat 
the  logic  of  Arifictle,  and  to  exalt  the 
fame  of  Bacon  at  the  expence  of  the 
btagirite.  The  fecund  volume,  which 
is  more  mifcellane.uq  treats  of  then- 
logical  principle,  anj  jfs  vffrdt 


upon  the  nlrnd  ;  of  theological 
reafoning,  and  theological  truth. 
The  minuter  divifions,  cur  limits 
will  not  permit  us  to  fpecify. 
In  this  part  of  his  work  we  meet 
with  frequent  opportunities  of  ad- 
mii  ingDr.  Tatham ’s  ingenuity  and 
learning  ;  although  we  are  obliged 
more  frequently  to  diifent  from  his 
principles,  and  to  deprecate  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  fyftern  which  he 
would  eftablijh.  In  our  opinion, 
it  tends  to  deftroy  all  connedftou 
'between  reafon  and  religion,  which 
muft  prove  fatal  to  the  interefts  of 
both  ;  -and  inftead  of  ferving  as  a 
guide  to  our  acquaintance  with 
truth,  is  calculated  “  to  .thicken  and 
confirm  the  clouds  of  ignorance 

O 

and  fnperftition,  which  continue  to 
envelope  the  greater  part  of  the 
Chrijfian  church-”  But  we  flial.l 
probably  have  it  in  our  power  to 
return  to  an  examination  of  his 
principles,  when  more  fully  unfold¬ 
ed,  and  applied  to  the  other  parts 
which  are  intended  to  complete  ;tlv£ 
author’s  plan.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
L  dluyos,  Dr.  Tatham  finds  opportu¬ 
nity  to  exprefs  the  contempt  in 
which  he  holds  the  learning  of  the 
diftenting  minifters,  “that  formal 
and  pompous  clafs  of  men;”  and 
to  treat  the  abilities  ol  the  late  bifhop 
Lowth,  as  difplayed  in  his  Fra  lee - 
pones  de  facra  Poefi  Hcbraeorum,  in 
a  manner  rather  unbecoming  the 
rank  which  has  been  generally  afi- 
ftgned  him  in  the  iearned  world. 

Air.  Kett’s  “  Sjcrmons  preachecj 
before  .the  Univeifity  of  Oxford,  in 
the  Tear  1  790,  at  the  Lecture  found¬ 
ed  by  the  late  Rev.  John  B  amp  ton,” 
are  intended  to  fupport  the  ortho¬ 
dox  fyftem  of  dodtrine  maintain¬ 
ed  by  our  eftabliftied  church,  a,- 
gainft  the  iniinuations,  or  diredt 
attacks,  of  Dr.  Middleton,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  and  Dr.  Prieftlev.  His  la- 
hours  commence  with  an  apology 
for  the  fathers  of  the  church,  whole 
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character,  as  hiftorians,  as  learned 
men,  and  as  faithful  depofitaries  of 
the  true  doCtrine  of  the  gofpel, 
he  defends  with  great  zeal  and  ani¬ 
mation.  Miraculous  powers,  he 
contends,  were  exercifed  in  the 
church,  till  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
j“i  ian.  In  opposition  to  the  ani- 
madverfions  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  he  vin¬ 
dicates  the  apologies  of  the  primi-  ■ 
tive  C'hriftians,  -and  corrects  the 
mifreprefentarions  which  that  gen¬ 
tleman  had  given  of  the  caufes  which 
contributed  to  the  propagation  of  the 
Chriftian  faith.  Mr.  Kett  after¬ 
wards  undertakes  to  difcufs  and  re¬ 
fute  the  leading  principles  in  Dr. 
Pr ieftly’s  Hiftory  of  the  early  opi¬ 
nions  concerning  Chrift.  1  he  con¬ 
cluding  fermons  of  the  volume  are 
employed  in  eftablilhing  the  authen¬ 
ticity  and  infpiration  of  the  books 
of  the  New  Teftament,  and  in 
tracing  an  analogy  between  the  pri¬ 
mitive  church  and  the  church  of 
England,  on  which  he  bellows  a 
warm  and  elegant  eulogy.  From 
the  perufal  of  thefe  fermons  we 
ha\e  received  a  high  degree  of  plea- 
fure,  although  we  have  frequently 
found  ourfelves  obliged  to  differ 
from  the  learned  author,  in  his  con- 
ftruCtion  of  the  fenfe  of  ecclefiaftical 
hiftory,  in  his  reafonings,  and  in  his 
deductions.  We  think  him,  how¬ 
ever,  entitled  to  very  refpeCIful  .at¬ 
tention,  from  the  unqueftionable 
marks  of  learning  and  ingenuity 
which  he  difeovers;  which  are  like- 
wife  recommended  by  great  perfpi- 
cuity,  manlinefs,  and  elegance  of  flvle. 

Mr.  Morres’s  “eight  Sermons, 
preached  before  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  in  the  Year  179?,”  at  the 
Bampton  leCture,  are  principally 
employed  in  tiacing  the  evtdence 
of  divine  revelation.  Thefe  he  ex¬ 
amines,  as  conhfting  in  the  complete 
proof  which  is  afforded  of  thef  au¬ 
thenticity  and  authority  of  the  fcnp» 
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tures,  as  far  as  it  depends  on  human 
teftiinony  ;  the  nature  and  value  of 
their  internal  teftimony,  as  far  as  it  is 
neceffary  or  expedient  to  confider  that 
as  a  criterion  of  truth  ;  the  reafona- 
blenefs  of  the  doCtrine,  the  morality, 
and  tbeoeconomy  of  the  gofpel  ;  and 
the  neceftlty  of  the  Chriftian  faith, 
and  its  fanCtions,  to  our  religion, 
and  to  our  morality.  On  thefe 
topics,  which  have  at  different  times 
employed  the  pens  of  many  of  our 
ableft  writers,  Mr.  Morres  has  not 
introduced  any  thing  which  can 
give  him  a  claim  to  originality  of 
thought,  or  to  fuperiority  in  argu¬ 
ment,  over  his  predeceftors.  The 
other  fubjeCls  which  he  difeuftes  are, 
religious  efbblifh merits,  herefy,  and 
the  application  of  the  general  doc¬ 
trine  of  his  fermons  to  the  prefent 
times.  What  he  has  Paid  on  thefe 
fubjeCts  fhews,  at  leaf!;,  that  he  is  not 
inferior  in  zeal  to  any  of  the  cham¬ 
pions  of  our  national  church.  For 
he  contends,  under  apprehenfion  of 
the  mifehiefs  which  would  follow 
from  the  flighteft  innovations  or  at¬ 
tempts  to  examine  what  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  was  left  imperfect  at  the  Re¬ 
formation,  “  that  the  liturgy  and 
difeipline  of  the  church  of  England 
muft  be  complied  with,  notvvith- 
ftanding  all  imperfections  and  im¬ 


proprieties,  if  nothing  pofitively 


wicked  ran  be  difeovered ;  which  is 
not  the  cafe.”  As  compofitions, 
thefe  fermons  do  not  polfel's  any  di- 
ftinguifhing  merit. 

Dr,  Parker  s  two  volumes  of 
“  Difcourfes  on  fpecial  Subjects, 
preached  before  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  and  upon  other  Occafions,” 
are  to  be  announced  as  a  republica¬ 


tion,  and  not  as  a  new  work;  fince 


they  contain  only  a  collection  of  fuch 
difcourles  as  the  doCtor  had  before 
printed,  and  concerning  which  the 
public  opinion  has  already  been 
formed. 

The 
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The  two  volumes  of  “Sermons, 
by  the  Rev.  Geo.  Butt,  A.  M. 
Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  hisMajeffv, 
&c.!'  after  being  preached  in  the 
Chapel  Royal,  are  offered  by  the 
author  as  candidates  for  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  public.  The  fuSjedls 
of  them  are,  “  Confideration,  Faith, 
Repentance,  Love  to  God  and  Man, 
the  Beatitudes, and  the  Importance  of 
early  religious  InftrudHon;  to  which 
is  added,  a  Difcourfe  delivered  during 
the  Late  Indifpofition  of  the  King.” 
It  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that  Mr. 
Butt  has  difcovered  in  thefe  fermons, 
confiderable  abilities  and  application. 
His  fentiments  are  often  linking, 
and  his  language  bold  and  energetic. 
But  he  frequently  betrays  a  bad  tafte 
in  his  choice  of  words  ;  and  intro¬ 
duces  falfe  ornaments  into  his  com- 
pofition,  which  deftroy  its  chaftenefs 
and  perfpicuity.  Thele  volumes 
are  recommended  by  a  very  refpedt- 
able  lift  of  fubfcribers. 

The  “  Sermons  on  moral  and  re¬ 
ligious  Subjects,  by  Will.  Jones, 
M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  in  two  volumes.” 
are,  chiefly,  of  a  practical  and  ufeful 
tendency ;  and  feem  to  have  been 
dictated  by  a  truly  pious  and  benevo¬ 
lent  fpirit."'  They  are  not,  however, 
to  be  commended  for  any  great 
depth  of  thought,  or  clofenefs  of 
reafoning.  Neither  do  fuch  of  them 
as  are  intended  to  difplay  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  from  thofe  wonders 
which  an  acquaintance  with  natural 
hiftory  unfolds,  difcover  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  true  principles  in  phi- 
lofophy.  The  author  is,  li  ewife, 
fo  fond  of  allegory,  and  fpiritual  al- 
lufions,  that  plain  and  common 
readers  will  not  ealily  underftand 
inany  of  his  remarks  and  illuftra- 
tions. 

“  Cauftoniana,  or  twelve  Dif- 
courfes,  addreffed  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Parifhof  Cauffon,  in  Norfolk, 
by  Thomas  Bowman,  M.  A.”  ap¬ 


pear  to  be  the  productions  of  a  pious, 
orthodox  clergyman,  who  is  not 
willing  that  his  ferviccsto  thofe  over 
whom  he  has  watched  for  twenty 
years,  fhould  be  confi  sed  to  his  la¬ 
bours  in  the  pulpit ;  and  therefore, 
with  a  dilmterefled  zeal  for  their 
bed  inierefts,  offers  them  this  little 
volume.  The  defign  is  truly  com¬ 
mendable  ;  and  will,  doiibtlefs,  meet 
with  acceptance  from  thofe  who 
have  been  edified  bv  Mr.  Bowman’s 
difcharge  of  his  paflorai  duties. 

Mr.  Percival  Stock  dale’s  «  Thir¬ 
teen  bermuns  to  Seamen,  preached 
on  Board  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Leander,  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,* 
are  chiefly  on  practical  and  moial 
fubje&s,  within  the  comprehend  on 
of  the  audience  to  whom  they  were 
delivered,  i  hey  abound  in  pure 
and  jult  fentiments,  judicious  re¬ 
marks,  and  ferious  pathetic  addrejfs. 
Occafionally  the  author  is  guilty  of 
a  redundancy  of  flyle,  and  afftCled 
phrafeology,  which  could  not  have 
rendered  his  meaning  very  intelligi¬ 
ble  to  his  hearers.'  And  he  has,  In 
his  preface,  introduced  feveie  and 
uncandid  refle&ions  on  modern  re¬ 
formers,  which  might  have  been 
omitted,  without  Laving  any  room 
for  fufpe&ing  his  own  ’ortho¬ 
doxy. 

_ * 

The  merit  of  the  publication,  en- 
titled,  “  Family  Lectures,  or  Domef- 
tic  Divinity,’  confills  in  its  compre¬ 
hending,  in  one  large  volume,  at  a 
reafonable  price,  a  great  number  of 
fermons,  by  different  authors  of  the 
prefent  century,  who  have  acquired 
an  eftablifhed  reputation  as  found 
divines,  and  as  able  judicious  writers. 
The  following  is  the  lift  of  their 
names:  Atterbuiy,  Newlin,  Sher¬ 
lock,  Butler,  BaJguv,  fothergiJI, 
Tottie,  Newton,  Afhton,  Horberrv, 
Waterland,  Stone,  Langhorne,  Ge¬ 
rard,  and  Stebbing. 

The  volume  "of  “  Sermons  on 

prac- 
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pra&ical  Subjects,  bv  Andrew  Kip- 
pis,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S,  &c.”  is  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  an  author,  who  hath  fuf- 
ficiently  eftablifhed  his  reputation  in 
.the  literary  world,  by  different  va¬ 
luable  publications.  Thefe  dif- 
jccurfes  were  not  lent  abroad  to  in- 
creafe  his  fame,  or  to  rival  the  popu¬ 
lar  labours  of  his  contemporaries 5 
but  were  feleftedfrom  hisufua!  pulpit 
compofitions,  in  compliance  with 
the  delire  of  feveral  of  his  congrega¬ 
tion,  who  had  frequently  urged  him 
to  prefeut  them  with  fnch  a  fpeci- 
jnen  of  his  fervices,  as  their  paftor. 
The  fubjeCb  which  they  difcufs  arc 
important  and  edifying  $  and  tie 
manner  in  which  the  author  has 
treated  thenpr-nvill  be  acceptable  to 
every  well-wiflier  to  the  imterefts  of 
piety  and  virtue,  whatever  his  own 
peculiar  opinions  maybe.  As  com¬ 
pofitions,  they  are  regular,  argu¬ 
mentative,  and  impreflive ;  and 
ploathed  in  perfpicuous,  eafy,  and 
often  elegant  language. 

The  “Sermons  by  Robert  Wal¬ 
ker,  fenior  Miniflfir  of  Canongate, 
Edinburgh,  and  F.R.S.  Edinburgh,” 
are  chiefly  on  practical  fubjefits,  and 
contain  a  number  of  juft  and  im¬ 
portant  fentiments,  and  feafonable 
truths,  which  are  particularly  de¬ 
ferring  the  notice  and  recommend¬ 
ation  of  thofe  who  would  guard  the 
riling  generation  agaifift  the  feepti- 
eifm  and  immorality  of  the  fafhioja- 
;able  world.  The  ftyle  in  which 
they  are  written,  is  fuch  as  is  bell 
adapted  to  popular  difeourfes  ;  per¬ 
fpicuous,  eafy,  and  often  animated. 
When  theological  opinions  are  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  author,  they  are 
fuch  as  are  conformable  to  the  creed 
of  the  Scotch  national  church. 

The  “  Sermons  preached  before 
the  Uniyerfity  of  Glafgow,  &c.  by 
James  Bell,  D.  D.”  are  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  a  fenfible  and  judicious  au¬ 
thor,  and  .will  be  found  highly  in- 
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ftructive  and  ufeful.  They  abound 
much  in  ftriking  and  well-drawn  de- 
lineations  of  character,  and  difeover 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  men 
and  manners.  Their  ft  vie,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  Scotticifms,  is 
chafte,  clear,  and  nervous.  With  ; 
refpeef  to  controverfial  theology. 
Dr.  Bell  has  wifelv  avoided  inter¬ 
mixing:  its  dogmas  with  his  moral 
and  practical  reafonings,  which  are 
adapted  to  benefit  perfons  of  the 
moll  difeordant  opinions. 

The  “  Sermons  on  the  HeaFt,  by 
John  Jamefon,  M.  A.  in  two 
Volumes,”  will  be  principally  accept-  j 
able  to  thofe  who  are  familiar  with 
the  phrafeology  of  the  puritanical 
writers,  and  who  have  imbibed  the 
tenets  offyftematic  Calvinifm.  With 
peculiar  recommendations  to  fuch 
readers,  Mr.  Jamefon  difeovers^ 
likewife,  abilities  much  above  me¬ 
diocrity,  and  a  ferious  devotional 
fpirit,  which  every  perfon  muft  ad-  | 
mire  and  commend. 

“  Parental  Duty,  or  the  religious 
Educat  ion  of  Children  illuftrated  and  { 
urged,  in  feveral  Difeourfes,  by  the  , 
Rev.  George  Jerment,**  is  a  publi¬ 
cation  which  contains  much  lerious 
and  ufeful  advice  to  parents,  deliver¬ 
ed  in  plain  and  unaffected  language. 
Wfiat  we  chiefly  find  in  them  to  dif- 
commend  is,  the  ftrefs  which  the 
pious  author  feems  to  lay  on  pecu¬ 
liar  opinions  in  theology,  and  the 
zeal  with  which  he  urges  the  early 
initiation  of  youth  into  the  tramels 
of  fyftem. 

Turner’s  “  Expofitions  of  fome  of 
the  moil:  highly  pj&urefque  and  in- 
terefting  Paftages  of  Scripture,  &c.” 
although  they  are  not  pubiilhed  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Sermons,  cannot  be 
properly  referred  to  apy  other  clafs 
of  compofition:  The  fubjeCts  of 
them  are,  Abraham  offering  up 
Ifaac  ;  the  cafe  of  Jacob,  under  thfc 
apprehenfion  pf  an  attach  from  Ifts 

bi'othey 
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>ther  Efa\i ;  Jofeph  making  hi  n- 
r  known  to  his  brethren  ;  the 
villi  and  Chriftjan  churches  con- 
fted  ;  the  parable  of  the  fow.er  ; 

:  parable  of  the  prodigal ;  the 
h  man  and  Lazarus ;  and  the 
ry  of  Zaccheus.  We  cannot  fay 
it  we  have  met  with  an\  thing  in 
:fe  expofitions,  which  etiritk  them 
much  commendation.  They  are 
itten  in  a  familiar  and  declaim- 
y  manner  ;  and  are,  in  general,  of 
practical  and  ul'eful  tendency, 
t  we  cannot  approve  of  the  fre- 
ency  with  which  the  author  in- 
iges  to  fanciful  and  rnyfiical  inter- 
etations,  which  instead  of  eluci- 
ting  hifloyical  narrative,  and  the 
fons  which  it  is  intended  to  en- 
:ce,  endangers  t}>e  rendering  of 
em  con fu fed,  perplexing,  and  of 
tie  advantage  to  the  reader. 
Among  the  fingle  fermons  and 
lifco pal  charges  of  the  year  179', 
which  our  limits  will  permit  11s  to 
ce  notice,  the  firft  which  we  fliali 
troduqe  to  our  readers  is,  “  a  Ser- 
on  preached  before  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ral  and  Temporal,  in  the  Abbey 
hurch  of  Wdhninfter,  on  Monday, 
sn.  3 'ft,  by  William,  Lord  Bifiiop 
’Chefler.”  In  this  difcourfe,  after 
tpatiating  on  the  defign  of  Chrif- 
anitv  to  ftrpngthen  and  fupport 
w  and  government,  and  infilling 
n  the  peculiar  force  which  our  ec- 
efiaftical  eflablifhment  adds  to  the 
ivil  conflitution  of  this  country? 

contending  that  they  cannot  be 
“parated  without  the  ruin  of  both, 
le  learned  prelate  enters  the  lifis 
gainfl  the  political  and  ecclcfi- 
fticai  reformers  qf  fhe  age.  To 
whatever  fufpiciens,  among  good 
hurchmen,  fome  particular  mem- 
ers  of  the  epifcopal  bench  may 
lave  expofed  themfelves,  by  the  li- 
[erality  of  their  difcourfes  on  the 
cth  of  January,  and  their  favour a- 
le  difpofition  toward^  fedaries? 
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Dr.  Cleaver  has  left  no  room  to  doubt 

his  principles  Agamtl  the  fafhion- 
able  dodrine  of  the  Rights  of  Mail, 
he  credts  the  banners  of  hoflility. 
The  French  revolution  he  charac¬ 
ter  ifes  as  “an  humiliating  fpectacle 
of  above  twenty  millions  of  people, 
melted,  as  it  were?  into  a  fliapelefs 
mafs,  and  waiting  tiil  providence 
fhall  determine  their  fate.”  Againft 
innovation,  whatever  form  of  mo¬ 
deration  it  may  affect,  he  zealoufly 
protcfls,  when  it  approaches  the 
fences  which  our  anceflors  have 
drawn  round  church  and  Rate.  He 
even  goes  lo  far  again!!  every  fpecie$ 
of  reform,  as  to  affert,  that  the  efla- 
blifljmeijt  of  the  church  muff  fall 
with  the  liturgy.  And  he  draws 
a  melancholy  pi  £11  re  of  the  confe- 
quences  to  be  expected  from  the 
fpread  of  Socinianifm,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  oppofes  thedodfrines  which 

comp  rife  nearly  all  that  caii  inte- 
reft  the  hopes  and  f-  ars,  and  there¬ 
fore  all  that  can  influence  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  a  Chriftian/*  How  far  the 
right  Rev.  preacher’s  principles  and 
fltatements  are  confident  with  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  conflitution, 
withfadf,  right  reafon,  and  C-hriflian 
charity,  our  readers  will  determine 
fpr  themfelves. 

“  The  Charge  of  Samuel,  Lord 
Bifhop  of  St.  David’s,  to  the  Clergy 
of  his  Diocefe,  delivered  at  his  pri¬ 
mary  Vifitation,  in  the  Year  1  700, 
is  the  next  article.  wvhich  we  fliali 
prefent  to  our  readers.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  of  the  author  is,  to  con¬ 
vince  the  clergy  of  the  impropriety 
of  fixing  on  moral  duties,  as  the  ra- 
voui  ite  and  almofl  exclufive  fubjetls 
of  their  pulpit  difcourfes  ;  and  to 
engage  them  chiefly  to  infill  on  the 
great  topics  of  faith,  the  peculiar  doc¬ 
trines  of  Revelation,  fuch  as  “the 
trinity  of  perfons  in  the  undivided 
godhead,  the  incarnation  of  the  fecond 
perfon,  the  expiation  of  fin  by  the 
" "  Redeem- 
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Redeemer’s  fiifferings  and  death,  the 
efficacy  of  his  interceffion,  and  the 
myfterious  commerce  of  the  be¬ 
liever’s  foul  with  the  divine  fpirit.” 
The  effeft  which  he  encourages 
them  to  hope  for,  from  complying 
with  his  advice,  is,  that  the  common 
people,  “  nourifhed  with  the  ftncere 
milk  of  the  word,  by  their  proper 
pallors,  would  refufe  a  drink  of 
doubtful  quality,  mingled  by  a  ftran- 
ger;  the  churches  would  be  thron¬ 
ged,  while  the  moralizing  Unitarian 
would  be  left  to  read  his  dull  weekly 
lefture,  to  the  walls  of  his  deferred 
conventicle  ;  and  the  field-preacher 
would  bellow  unregarded  to  the  wild- 
ernefs.”  We  havefeldom  met  with  a 
compoffiion  more  reprehenfible  for 
feme  of  its  ftngular  and  irrational 
opinions,  or  more  illiberal  and  in¬ 
tolerant  in  its  fpirit  and  tendency, 
than  this  Charge  of  Dr.  Horfiey. 
The  ufe  of  reafon  in  religion  he  ut¬ 
terly  explodes.  In  his  zeal  for  re¬ 
velation,  he  fpeaks  of  the  infigni- 
ficance  of  natural  religion,  which  is 
its  bafis  ;  and  makes  morality  the 
fame  as  fociat  virtue,  which  is  only 
a  branch  of  it.  But  the  haughty  in¬ 
tolerant  fpirit  which  this  Charge 
breathes,  is  peculiarly  difgracefnl  to 
his  cha rafter  as  a  chriflian  bifhop  ; 
as  is  the  grofs  perfonal  obloquy 
which  he  pours  on  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  his  theological  opponents, 
whom  he  affociates  with  infidels  and 
atheifls.  How  could  Dr.  Horfiey 
prepare  himfelf  for,  and  engage  in, 
the  difeharge  of  one  of  the  moft  fo- 
ktnn  duties  of  his  office ;  with  a 
temper  fo  cliffimilar  from  the  hum¬ 
ble,  mild,  charitable  fpirit  of  the 
gofpel  ?  « 

Of  a  very  different  nature  from 
Dr.  Horfiey ’s,  is  the  “Charge  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocefe 
of  Landaff,  June  1791,  by  Richard 
Watfon,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Landaff.”  This  excellent  dif- 
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courfe,inf!ead  of  irritating  the  minds 
of  its  readers,  and  exciting  a  fpirit  of 
bigotry  and  intolerance,  is  admir¬ 
ably  calculated  to  promote  that  can¬ 
dour,  chriflian  benevolence,  and  li- 
ral  viewsof  religion  and  policy,  which 
have  ever  diftinguifhed  the  good  pre¬ 
late's  charafter,  and  which  are  pecu¬ 
liarly  honourable  to  the  rank  he  holds 
inthechurch.  The  fentirnents  which 
he  expreffes  refpefting  the  French 
revolution,  and  the  changes  which  it 
has  introduced  in  civil  and  ecclefiaf- 
tical  matters,  are  filch  as  muff  have 
been  diftated  by  an  enlarged,  well- 
informed  mind,  and  a  genuine  love 
of  freedom.  So  likewife  ,muft  his 
direft  and  explicit  difapprobation  of 
the  penal  fyatutes  and  reftraining  laws 
of  this  country,  which  render  our 
toleration  incomplete,  and  exclude 
diffenters  from  the  common  rights 
of  citizens.  But  that  his  opinions 
may  not  be  miflaken,  or  inifrepre- 
fented,  his  lordfhip  takes  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  avowing  that,  with  the 
moft”  liberal  fentirnents  towards 
thole  who  are  of  a  different  perfua- 
fion,  his  predilcftions  are  in  favour 
of  the  effablifhment  of  which  he  is  a 
member  ;  that  on  ferious  and  well 
confidered  grounds,  he  prefers  pre¬ 
lacy  to  prefbvtery,  the  ufe  of  a  li¬ 
turgy  to  extempore  prayers,  and  a 
legal  payment  to  a  gratuitous  flip- 
port  of  the  clergy.  He,  however, 
execrates  that  bigotry  which  many 
of  it’s  members  poffefs,  which, 
claiming  a  blind  and  implicit  re¬ 
verence,  reprobates  difeuflion,  and 
would  oppofe  everlafting  harriers, 
againft  becoming  and  neceffary  im¬ 
provement.  We  recommend  this 
t  harge  to  our  readers,  f6r  the  good 
fenfe,  important  observations,  and 
truly  conciliating  Chriflian  fpirit  by 
which  it  is  diftinguifhed  ;  and  on 
account  of  its  being  peculiarly  fea- 
fonable  at  this  yery  interefting 
periQd. 
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The  lad  (ingle  fermon  of  which 
eve  can  take  any  notice,  is  entitled 
li  The  proper  Objects  of  Education 
in  the  prelent  State  of  the  World, 
rcprefented  in  a  Difcourfe  delivered 
on  the  27th  of  April,  1791,  at  the 
Meeting-Houfe  in  the  old  Jewry, 
London,  to  the  Supporters  of  the 
New  College  atHackn:  v,  bv  Jofeph 
Pried  ley,  L.  L.  D.  F.  R.  S,  &c.  * 
This  difcourfe  will  be  found  to  con¬ 
tain  numerous  evidences  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  (Length  and  comprehenfive- 
nds  of  mind,  and  of  his  ufual  bold- 
nefs  and  freedom  in  difcuflion,  as 
well  as  a  variety  of  obfervations 
worthy  the  attention  of  thofe  who 
wifh  for  the  improvement  of  the 
human  fpecies.  What  the  dodtor 
recommends,  as  principally  defend¬ 
ing  the  notice  of  the  inftrudtors  of 
youth,  at  the  prefent  period,  when 
44  we  mud  be  at  the  eve  of  great  re¬ 
volutions,  fuch  as  will  roufe  the  fa¬ 
culties  and  call  forth  the  exertion  of 
great  numbers,”  are  the  forming 
them  for  the  proper  difcharge  of 
their  duty,  as  members  of  domedic 
and  civil  fociety,  and  leading  them 
to  an  intereded  attention  to  general 
truth,  general  liberty,  and  general 
happinefs.  On  thefe  topics  he  ex¬ 
patiates  in  a  manner  peculiarly  fuit- 
ed  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  and 
in  corredf,  nervous,  and  animated 
language.  Many  of  his  incidental 
reflections,  likewife,  are  very  im¬ 
portant  and  intereding  ;  particu- 
iy  thofe  to  which  he  is  led  when 
contemplating  the  progrefs  of  re¬ 
formation  in  the  religious  as  well  as 
civil  date  of  fociety,  to  which  an  ac¬ 
celerated  foioe  is  communicating  by 
the  general  diffuflon  of  4t  know¬ 
ledge  that  finally  governs  mankind  ; 
and  to  which  power,  though  ever  fo 
refractory,  mud  at  length  yield.” 

Under  the  head  of  Philofophy, 
the  fird  work  which  claims  our  no¬ 


tice  is  “The  Hidory  of  Philofophy, 
from  the  earlied  Times  to  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  prefent  Century, 
drawn  up  from  B nicker’s  Hidoria 
Critica  Philofophise,  by'  William 
Enfield,  L.  L.  D.  in  2  vols.  4 to.” 
This  work  is  a  valuable  acquifition. 
to  theBritifh  dudent.  It  contains  the 
fubdance  of  a  voluminous  publica¬ 
tion,  in  fix  clofely-printed  4 to  vols. 
which  Dr.  Enfield  properly  calls 
44  a  vad  magazine  of  important 
facts,  collected  with  indefatigable 
indudry,  digeded  with  admirable 
perfpicuity  of  method,  and  written 
with  every  appearance  of  candour 
and  impartiality.”  Stanley’s  Hif- 
tory  of  Philofophy  -was  the  only  one 
which,  before  this  publication,  feem- 
ed  to  promife  muchaflidance  to  thofe 
who  were  defirous  of  taking  a  general 
furvey  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
opinions,  on  the  more  important 
fubjects  of  (peculation,  and  of  draw¬ 
ing  conlufions  for  themfelves,  from 
a  fair  companion  of  different  fyf- 
tems.  The  plan  of  that  work,  how¬ 
ever,  extends  little  farther  than  to 
the  hidory  of  the  Grecian  feeds ; 
and  the  author  is  to  be  considered 
rather  as  an  indudrious  compiler, 
than  ajudicious  critic.  The  prefent 
hidory  is  divided  into  three  periods. 
The  fird  period,  which  is  extended 
from  the  earlied  times  to  the  decline 
of  the  Roman  republic,  compre¬ 
hends  the  Barbaric  philofophy,  in¬ 
cluding  that  of  all  ancient  nations 
among  whom  the  Greek  language 
was  not  fpoken  ;  and  the  Grecian 
philofophy,  as  divided  into  the  fa¬ 
bulous,  political,  and  fectarian. 
The  fecond  period,  from  the  decline 
of  the  republic  to  the  revivafof  letters, 
comprehends  the  philofophy  of  the 
Romans  ;  the  oriental  philofophy  j 
the  philofophy  of  the  Jews,  after 
their  return  from  the  Bahylonifh 
captivity,  under  which  is  included 
the  philofophy  of  the  Saracens  or 
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Arabians ;  and  the  philofophy  of  the 
Chriflians,  from  the  birtli  of  Chrift 
to  the  feventh  century.  The  third 
period,  extending  from  the  revival 
of  letters  to  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  contains  the  hif- 
tory  of  attempts  to  reftore  and  cor¬ 
rect  the  fedlarian  philofophy,  for 
which  vve  are  indebted  to  the 
refloration  of  learning,  and  par. 
ticularly  to  the  revival  of  the  fludy 
of  the  Greek  language ;  of  at¬ 
tempts  to  introduce  new  methods 
of  philofophifing,  by  modern  fcep- 
tics,.  fcriptural  philofophers,  theo- 
fophifts,  and  profeffed  enemies  of 
philofophy;  and  of  attempts  to  im¬ 
prove  philofophy  in  general,  or  par¬ 
ticular  branches  of  it,  in  the  true 
eclectic  method.  From  this  fnort 
account  our  readers  may  be  able  to 
form  a  general  idea  of  the  inform¬ 
ation  and  entertainment  they  may 
expedl  to  derive  from  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us.  Dr.  Enfield’s  labours,  in 
comprefling  the  original,  in  fele&ing 
the  moft  interefcing  materials,  and 
in  giving  a  faithful  reprefen  tat  ion  of 
its  genuine  fenle  and  meaning,  en¬ 
title  him  to  a  considerable  fhare  of 
praife.  It  was  a  difficult  talk  which 
he  undertook  :  and  he  has  executed 
it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  fecure  to  his  work  a  favourable 
reception  in  the  literary  world.  In 
the  arrangement,  in  the  ftyle,  and 
in  the  language,  his  judgment  and 
tafte  are  equally  confpicuous. 

The  next  article  which  vve  have 
to  introduce  to  our  readers  is,  “  The 
Philofophy  of  ancient  Greece  invef- 
tigated,  in  its  Origin  and  Progrefs, 
to  the  fFras  of  its  greateft  Celebrity, 
jn  the  Ionian,  Italic,  and  Athenian 
Schools,  with  Remarks  on  the  de¬ 
lineated  Syilems  of  their  Founders, 
&c.  by  Walter  Anderfon,  D.  D.” 
Dr.  Anderfon,  after  bellowing  due 
encomiums  on  Mr.  Stanley's  work, 
to  whofe  extenfive  refear  ches  he  ac¬ 
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knowledges  himfelf  confiderably  in¬ 
debted,  lets  out  with  obferving, 
that  the  deficiencies  of  that  author* 
in  information  refined! ing  the  firfl 
and  early  traces  of  literature  and 
philofophy  among  the  Greeks,  and 
in  confutations  of  fuch  principles 
and  tenets  as  are  of  impious  or 
immoral  tendency,  were  the  princi¬ 
pal  circuinftances  that  engaged  him 
to  publifli  this  volume.  His  objedi, 
therefore,  is  to  correct  fuch  faulty 
omiffions ;  to  give  place  “  to  re¬ 
marks  upon  the  reafoning  employed 
by  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Grecian 
philofophers,  in  fupport  of  their 
phxfical ,  theological ,  and  moral  fyf- 
tems  ;  to  give  a  fuller  and  more 
connected  difplay  of  their  theories 
and  arguments;  and  to  relieve  the 
frigidity  of  their  bar&  details,  by  in- 
terfperfing  obfervations.”  This 
work  is  divided  into  nine  parts, 
which  treat,  i.  Of  the  appearance 
and  character  of  the  feven  fages  of 
Greece.  2.  Of  Pythagoras,  and  his 
inftitution  of  the  Italic  fchool.  3. 
Of  the  atomical  philofophy*,  and  the 
Sophifts.  a.  Of  Socrates,  Ariftip- 
pus,  the  Cyrenaics,  and  the  Cynics. 
5.  Of  Plato,  and  his  fuccefifors  in  the 
academy.  6.  Of  Anftotle,  and  his 
lurceffbrs  in  the  Lycaeum.  7.  Of 
Arcefilas,  and  the  middle  academy. 
8.  Of  Epicurus,  and  his  fchool.  9. 
Of  Zeno,  and  the  Stocis.  Dr.  Ander¬ 
fon  appears  to  be  poffeffed  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  flock  of  erudition,  and  meta¬ 
physical  acutenefs,  to  have  qualified 
him  for  the  undertaking  in  which 
he  engaged  ;  and  his  account  of  the 
different  Grecian  fchools,  and  of 
their  theories  and  reafonings,  is  ac¬ 
curate  and  perfpicuous.  It  is  not, 
however,  recommended  by  equal 
graces  of  fly le  and  language  with 
the  lafl  publication  which  we  noti¬ 
ced. 

The  “  Notes  and  Additions  to 
Dr.  Hartley’s  Obfervations  on  Man, 

by 
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by  .Herman  Andrew  Piftorius, 
t.ranflated  from  the  German  Ori¬ 
ginal,  &C.”  conftitute  a  third  volume 

O  '  < 

of  a  new  edition  of  that  celebrated 
work.  The  charadter  which  Dr. 
Hartley’s  fyilem  bears  in  the  philo- 
fophical  world,  is  fufticiently  known 
to  our  readers,  as  well  as  the  exten¬ 
sive  and  rapid  fpread  of  his  doctrine. 
Thefe  notes  of  Piftorius  contain 
much  accurate  and  judicious  rea- 
foning,  in  illuftration  of  what  is 
rather  obfeure  in  the  original  work  ; 
and  (hew,  that,  like  Dr.  Hartley,  he 
has  united  to  an  acquaintance  with 
philofophv,  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  theology  and  morals.  And  they 
are  diftinguifhed,  not  only  by  great 
inetaphyfical  acutenefs  and  inge¬ 
nuity,  but  by  abundant  evidences  of 
an  enlarged,  liberal,  and  pious  mind. 
To  this  volume  is  prefixed  a  fhort 
and  well-written  fketch  of  Dr.  Hart¬ 
ley’s  life  and  character,  by  his  fon, 
David  Hartley,  efq. 

The  trentife  intitled,  44  The  Free¬ 
dom  of  Human  Actions  explained 
and  vindicated,  in  which  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  Dr.  Prieftley  on  the  Subject 
'are  particularly  confidered,”  is  the 
publication  of  an  author,  who  does 
not  confider  the  queftion  to  have 
been  difeuffed  with  fufHcient  preci- 
fion, ,  by  modern  metaphyficians ; 
and  who  imagines  that  he  is  able  to 
throw  that  light  upon  it,  which  will 
completely  overturn  the  arguments 
of  the  Neceffitarians,  and  firmly 

dftablifh  the  doctrine  of  liberty.  We 
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cannot  fay  that  he  is  the  mail  accu¬ 
rate  and  profound  metaphyfician, 
who  has  undertaken  to  coated  the 
doctrine  of  philofophical  neceftity  ; 
nor  is  there  any  thing  fufticiently 
novel  in  his  reafon  in  gs,  to  call  for  a 
particular  reply  from  the  defenders 
of  that  dodfxine. 

44  The  Nature,  Extent,  and  Pro¬ 
vince  of  human  Reafon  confidered,” 
is  intended  to  oppofe  the  objection 
which  is  frequently  urged  againft 


particular  theological  tenets,  that 
they  are  contrary  to  reafon,  and  there-' 
fore  cannot  be  founded  in  truth.  The 
definition  which  is  given  of  reafon 
in  this  work,  is  not  precife  and  de¬ 
terminate.  It  is  fometimes  con¬ 
founded  with  compfehenfion,  and 
fometimes  with  judgment.  Such 
an  indifci  iminate  ufe  of  the  term, 
leads,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  to  reafon- 
ings  that  are  not  always  enrredt,  and 
to  conclufions  not  ftridlly  ‘logical. 
This  obfervation  will  meet  with  the 
concurrence  of  fuch  readers  of  this 
treatife,  as  may  differ  ef&ntially  with 
refpedt  to  the  principle  which  it 
is  meant  to  eflablifh. 

Among  the  different  treatifes  of 
the  year  on  fubjecls  relative  to  Go¬ 
vernment,  Political  (Economy,  and 
Law,  the  firft  which  attracts  our  no¬ 
tice  is,  the  44  Analvfis  of  the  Science 
of  Legiflation,.  from  the  Italian  of 
the  Chevalier  Filangieri.”  This 
treatife  contains  only  the  profpedtus 
of  a  larger  work,  which  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  part  during  the  author’s 
life-time,  and  the  remainder  from 
materials  which  were  left  by  him 
in  proper  arrangement.  The  plan 
of  the  chevalier,  which  has  employ¬ 
ed  his  time  and  attention  for  feve- 
ral  years,  is  divided  into  feven 
books,  under  the  following  heads  4 
j.  The  general  rules  of  legiflative 
feience.  2.  .Laws  political  and  coco- 
nomical.  3.  Criminal  laws.  4. 
Education,  manners,  and  public 
inffru  dlion.  3.  Laws  which  re- 
fpe£t  religion.  6.  Laws  which  re- 
fpect  property.  7.  Laws  relating 
to  paternal  authority,  and  the  good 
order  of  families.  The  reception 
which  this  work  has  met  with  in 
Italy,  is  highly  honourable  to  the 
character  of  the  author,  as  a  wri¬ 
ter  on  fubjecls  of  legiflation ;  and 
affords  finking  teftirnony  to  the 
progrefs  which  freedom  of  en- 
auify,  and  liberality  of  fentiment, 
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are  making  in  countries  not  yet 
emancipated  from  the  yoke  of  def- 
potifm.  And  the  author’s  deli- 
gence  of  -inveftigation,  accuracy  of 
judgment,  and  bold  fpirit  of  enqui¬ 
ry,  have  contributed  to  render  it  a 
work  of  peculiar  merit,  which  de- 
ferves  the  attention  and  encourage¬ 
ment  of  every  friend  to  the  liber¬ 
ties  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  We 
hope  that  the  tranflator  of  this  ana- 
lyfis,  who  appears  to  be  well  quali¬ 
fied  for  fuch  a  tafk,  will  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  proceed  in  laying  before  us, 
in  our  native  tongue,  the  whole  of 
the  Chevalier  Filangieri’s  valuable 
work.  We  perfectly  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  “  that  the  liberal 
and  manly  ftyle  adopted  by  this 
writer,  in  expofing  the  numerous 
errors  which  difgrace  our  prefent 
fyftems  of  jurifprudence  ;  the  faga- 
city  which  feems  to  have  pointed 
out  remedies  neceffary  to  be  applied 
to  thofe  errors ;  the  enthfiafm  of 
liberty,  and  the  amiable  fpirit  of 
philanthropy  which  pervade  his 
whole  theory,  not  to  mention  the 
prophetic  effufions  which  animate 
many  paffages  of  his  work,  will 
render  a  tranflation,  executed  with 
fidelity,  by  no  means  unacceptable 
to  an  Englifh  reader.” 

u  The  Hedaya,  or  Guide,  a  Com¬ 
mentary  on  the  Muflulman  Laws, 
tranflated  by  Order  of  the  Governor- 
general  and  Council  of  Bengal,  by 
Charles  Hamilton,”  in  4  vols.  4to,” 
is  a  work  which  may  be  confidered 
as  a  very  valuable  addition  to  Eng- 
liili  literature.  It  includes  in  it  "a 
complete  fyftem  of  Muflulman  ju¬ 
rifprudence.  In  the  words  of  the 
tranflator,  “  the  Hedaya  is  an  extradt 
from  a  number  of  the  mod  approv¬ 
ed  works  of  the  early  writers  on 
jurifprudence,  digefted  into  fome- 
thing  like  (he  form  of  a  regular  trea- 
tue,  although  in  point  of  arrange¬ 
ment  it  is  rather  defultory.  It  pof- 
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fefTes  the  lingular  advantage  of  com¬ 
bining  with,  the  authorities,  the 
diffeient  opinions  and  explications  of 
the  pi  incipal  commentators  on  all 
deputed  points,  together  with  the 
reafons  for  preferving  any  one  ad¬ 
judication  in  particular ;  by  which 
means  the  principles  of  the  laws 
are  fully  difclofed,  and  we  have  not 
only  the  dictum,  but  the  molt  ample 
explication  of  it.”  Our  limits  will  not 
peimit  us  to  enter  into  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  fpecification  of  the  contents 
of  thefe  volumes,  which  are  divided 
into  fifty -three  chapters.  From  this 
account,  however,  and  from  the  con¬ 
fide!  ation  of  the  intimate  connexion 
of  our  own  country  with  the  nu¬ 
merous  governments  whofe  conduct 
is  regulated  by  thefe  laws,  our  rea¬ 
ders  will  expeH  to  find  it  a  Angular¬ 
ly  important  and  interefting  publi¬ 
cation.  And  we  can  allure  them 
that  they  will  not  be  difappointed. 

T  o  the  legiflator,  to  the  hiftorian, 
and  to  the  curious  inquifitive  fcho- 
lar,  they  will  afford  much  informa¬ 
tion  and  entertainment. 

The  eflays  u  on  Government,  , 
addrefled  to  the  Public,  by  Thomas 
Wycliffe,”  confift,  partly,  of  trea¬ 
ts  on  government,  with  a  par¬ 
ticular  reference  to  the  fituation. 
ana  conftitution  of  this  country, 
which  have  already  been  fubmitted 
to  the  public,  in  detached  forms; 
and,  partly,  of  additional  eflays,  in 
continuation  of  the  author’s  plan. 
The  fubjedts  of  the  latter  are,  the 
art  of  civil  government  according 
to  St.  Paul;  a  plan  for  emancipat¬ 
ing  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies 
from  ftavery,  and  thereby  even¬ 
tually  abolifhing  the  ftave- trade 
charters ;  the  liturgy  of  the  church 
of  England ;  a  fuppofed  fcale  of 
rank  in  the  ftate,  for  the  purpofe 
of  railing  a  voluntary  revenue, 
either  for  the  particular  fervice  of 
the  church,  or  for  the  general  fer¬ 
vice 
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vice  of  the  date ;  and  taxes,  and  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money. 
The  author  ofthefe  effays  appears  to 
be  actuated  by  pure  motives  of  pa- 
triotifm  ;  and  many  of  his  obferva- 
tions  are  fuch  as  will  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  the  friends  to 
improvement,  and  to  human  na¬ 
ture.  Some  parts  of  his  plans  may 
be  deemed  too  eccentric ;  and  others 
inadequate  to  the  rational  objects 
which  he  has  in  view.  They  are, 
however,  deferving  of  an  attentive 
and  candid  examination. 

“  The  great  and  important  Dif- 
covery  of  the  Eighteenth  Century, 
and  the  Means  of  letting  right  the 
National  Affairs,  by  a  great  addition 
of  numerous  and  ineffimable  ufe- 
ful  Defigns,  and  Public  Improve¬ 
ments,  &c.  by  George  Edwards,  efq. 
M.D.”  was  written  in  continuation 
of  the  plans  recommended  by  him  in 
the  u  Royal  and  Conflitutional  Re¬ 
generation  of  Great  Britain,”  and 
“  the  Practical  Means  of  effedfually 
exonerating  the  Public  Burthens, ” 
which  were  noticed  by  us  in  our 
Regifler  for  the  laft  year.  It  con¬ 
tains  fufficient  evidence  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  patriotism  and  public  fpirit, 
and  of  his  perfevering  induflry  in 
calling  the  attention  of  his  country¬ 
men  to  objects,  with  which  he  thinks 
their  profperity  ,and  happinefs  are 
connected.  This  tribute  of  praife,  at 
lead,  will  be  allowed  to  the  doctor,  by 
thofe  who  may  not  befanguine  with 
refpetff  to  the  practicability  or  expe¬ 
diency  of  the  means  which  he  recom¬ 
mends  To  the  prefent  volume  are  ad¬ 
ded  addreffes  to  the  feveral  dalles  of 
fociety,  pointing  out  the  meafures 
which  they  ought  to  purfue  as  their 
refpedive  duties,  in  redreffing  pub¬ 
lic  affairs. 

The  “  Account  of  the  Origin, 
Proceedings,  and  Intention  of  the 
Society  for  Promotion  of  Induflry, 
in  the  Southern  Diffrid  of  the  Parts 
«f  Lindfey,  in  the  County  of  Lin- 
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coin,  &c.”  affords  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  benefit  which  would, 
refult  to  the  community,  from  a 
regular  and  fyflematic  attention  iii 
the  higher  and  middle  claffes,  o 
encourage  a  fpirit  of  induflry  among 
the  poor.  This  focietv  was  formed 
with  a  view  to  concur  with,  and  flip- 
port  a  number  of  regulations  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  magiflrates 
of  the  fouthern  difixict,  at  one  of 
their  meetings  at  the  quarter  fefiion, 
and  which  they  had  agreed  to  *  ur¬ 
ine  in  their  management  of  the 
poor.  Of  thefe  the  following  were 
the  principal :  that  the  overfeer 
iliouid  purchafe  flock,  and  mate¬ 
rials,  and  provide  proper  and  con¬ 
venient  places  in  which  the  poor 
might  work  ;  that  no  relief  fuould 
be  granted  in  money,  till  the  per- 
foil  afking  it  had  done  fuch  work* 
as  he  or  file  was  capable  of;  and 
that  all  the  poor  children  within 
their  diffrid,  excepting  in  cafes  of 
fic.knefs,  fhould  be  taught  to  knit 
before  they  were  fix,  and  to  fpiri 
before  they  were  nine  years  old. 
That  thefe  regulations  might  prove 
the  more  efficacious,  the  fociety  de¬ 
termined  on  offering  various  re¬ 
wards  for  the  encouragement  of  in¬ 
fant  induflry.  In  their  Recount, 
which  is  here  prefented  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  we  have  a  pleating  picture  of 
the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  their 
laudable  and  benevolent  exertions  ; 
as  well  as  a  number  of  obfervations 
which  may  afford  ufeful  hints  to 
the  political  ceconomifl.  It  would 
give  us  real  pleafure  to  learn,  that 
the  example  of  this  part  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Lincoln  were  followed  in  ma¬ 
ny  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  “  Account  of  the  Shrews¬ 
bury  Hotife  of  induflry,  its  Eflab- 
lifhment  and  Regulations,  with  Hints 
to  thofe  who  may  have  fimilar  In¬ 
tentions  in  View',  by.  J.  Wood,”1 
gives  us  another  pleating  proof  of 
what  may  be  effected  by  a  jperfever- 
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\ng  public  fpirit,  both  in  improving 
the  condition  of  the  lower  orders 
of  fociety,  and  lightening'  the  in- 
fufferable  burthen  of  taxes  im poled 
by  our  prefent  imperfect  poor  laws. 
Whether  the  forming  affociation3 
of  pariflies,  fimilar  with  that  which 
has  taken  place  at  Shrewfburv,  be, 
all  circumftancesconfidered,  the  beft 
and  mofl  defirable  mode  of  aceom- 
plifhing  thofe  objects,  is  a  matter  a- 
botit  which  the  general  opinion  is 
very  much  divided.  But  if  not  the  beft 
practicable,  it  poflefles  great  and 
unqueftionable  advantages  over  the 
manner  in  which  the  management 
of  the  pooris  at  prefent  conducted  in 
molt  of  the  parities  inthe  kingdom. 

Mr  Lucas’s  “  Impartial  Enquiry 
into  the  prefent  State  of  Parochial 
JRegifters,  Charitable  Funds,  Taxa¬ 
tion,  and  Parifh  Rates,”  contains 
the  fentiments  of  a  judicious  and 
well  informed  mind,  on  fubjeCts 
which  have  for  a  long  time  excited 
the  observation  and  complaints  of 
the  thinking  part  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  The  expediency  of  introdu¬ 
cing  a  general  reform  is  tufficiently 
ihewn  by  him  ;  and  many  im¬ 
provements  are  fuggefled,  which 
would  be  attended  with  confident-' 
ble  public  beneht. 

The  treatife  entitled  44  Wool  en¬ 
couraged  without  Exportation,  or 
pradftcal  Obfervations  on  Wool  and 
the  Woollen  Manufacture,  &rc.  by 
a  Wiltfhire  Clothier,  F.  A.  S.”  is 
the  work  of  an  acute  and  fenfible 
writer,  who  to  twenty-five  years  ex¬ 
perience  has  united  a  confiderable 
{hare  of  reading  on  the  fubjeCt 
which  employs  his  pen.  I  his  pamph¬ 
let  is  divided  into  two  parts,.  The 
firft  part  contains  itriCiures  on  the 
Appendix,  N,°.  4.  to  a  report  made 
by  a  committee  of  the  Highland  So¬ 
ciety,  on  thelubjectof  Shetland  wool. 
In  thefe  ftrictures,  the  accuracy  of 
Dr,  Anderfon’sHiftorical  Deductions 
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is  queftioned  ;  and  the  author,  with 
fome  degree  of  acrimony,  endeavours 
to  vindicate  the  conduCt  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers  of  wool,  againftthe  char¬ 
ges  implied  in  the  doctor’s  remarks. 
The  fecond  part,  which  confifts  of  a 

brief  hiftorv  of  wool,  and  the  nature 
*  ' 

of  the  woollen  manufacture,  as  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  contains  alfo,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mifcellaneous  obfervations 
worthy  the  attention  of  thofe  who 
are  defircus  of  improving  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  our  ftaple  commodity. 
Without  undertaking  to  determine 
between  Dr.  Anderfon  and  the  author 
of  this  publication,  we  cannot  but' 
rejoice,  that  a  fubjeH  fo  very. im¬ 
portant  and  interefting  to  this  king¬ 
dom,  is  likely  to  meet  with  repeat¬ 
ed  dilcuffion  by  men  of  {peculation, 
and  by  men  of  experience.  How¬ 
ever  contradictory  their  opinions 
may  be,  and  however  different  their 
conclufions  from  fabts  to  which  both 
fides  may  make  their  appeal,  their' 
collifion  will  prove  the  means  of  ex¬ 
citing  public  notice,  and  of  diffufing, 
more  generally,  ufeful  hints  and  in¬ 
formation. 

Mr.  Nichols’s  “  Obfervations  on 
the  Propagation  and  Management  of 
Oak  Trees  in  general,  but  more  im¬ 
mediately  applying  to  his  MajeftyY 
New  F'oreft,  in  Hampfhire  &rc.’y 
in  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  earl  of 
Chatham,  -firft  lord  eommiftioner  of 
the  admiralty,  contain  a  variety  of 
authentic  and  interefting  informa¬ 
tion,  on  a  fubjedl  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  profperity  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  kingdom.  Beftde  point¬ 
ing  out  a  number  of  exifting  evils, 
of  the  molt  ferious  tendency,  in  the 
management  of  thofe  trabts  of  land 
which  are  defigned  to  produce  tim¬ 
ber  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  he  offers 
to  the  public,  much  judicious  advice, 
and .  important  remarks,,  the  refult 
of  experiment  and  obfervation  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  to  which 
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they  cannot  pay  too  particular  or 
too  early  attention.  Mr.  Nichols 
fee  ms  to  have  published  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  which  are  written  with  great 
opennefs,  and  plainnefs,  from  very 
difinterefted  and  patriotic  motives. 

The  Reprefentation  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Council,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  Confideration  of  all 
Matters  relating  to  Trade,  and  Fo¬ 
reign  Plantations,  upon  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Laws  for  regulating  the 
Importation  and  Exportation  ofCorn, 
which  we  announced  in  our  Regifter 
for  the  laft  year ;  and  the  bill  brought 
into  parliament  on  the  ground°of 
:hat>reprefentaiion,  have  excited  the 
mimadverfions  of  fome  able  writers 
in  political  oeconomy. 

Among  others,  Lord  Sheffield,  in 
lis  “  Obfervations  on  the  Corn¬ 
ell,  &c.”  offers  a  variety  of  forcible 
teguments  againft  feveral  parts  of 
he  principle  of  that  bill.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  he  is  decifive  againft  the 
yftem  of  eftablifhing  warehoufesfor 
oreign  corn,  which,  he  thinks, 
nuft  place  the  farmer  at  the  mercy 
'f  the  merchant,  and  eventually 
•roduce  that  fcarcity  which  it  is  in- 
snded  to  prevent. 

The  fame,  and  other  ftrong  ob- 
Ptions  are  fupported  by  fir  John 
inclair  Bart,  in  an  “  Addrefs  to  the 
.anded^  Intereft  on  the  Corn  Bill, 
tc.”  who  treats  the  fuppofed  ina- 
ility  of  this  country  to  fupport  it- 
;lf  with  grain,  as  a  dangerous  ab- 
udity,  which  a  proper  regulation 
f  the  bounties  on  exportation  would 
fedfuaJly  cure.  Among  other  en- 
mragements  to  agriculture,  he 
rarmly  recommends  bounties  on  the 
anfpoi  tation  of  grain  from  one 
iftriet  of  this  ifland  to  another, 
'his  plan  he  confiders  to  be  founded 
ot  only  on  policy  but  juftice;  as 
ie  whole 'kingdom  would  thus  be 
Jt  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  fome 
fit" icls  be  furnilhed  with  a  conftant 
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market  for  their  commodities,  and 
others  with  a  regular  fuppl’y  of  food. 
By  adopting  filch  a  fyftem,  which 
under  proper  regulations  could  not 
occafion  any  very  considerable  ex- 
pence,  not  dnly  the  agriculture,  but 
the  navigation  of  the  country  would 
be  promoted. 

The  “  Confiderationson  the  Opi¬ 
nion  ftated  by  the  Lords  Committee 
of  Council,  &c.  by  William  Mi f ford, 
efq.”  are  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queftion  with  the  two  laft  mentioned 
publications.  Among  other  evils  of 
which  he  complains,  as  detrimental 
to  agriculture,  are  the  exadlion  of 
tithes,  which  he  calls  the  moft  op- 
preffive  and  impolitic  of  all  taxes, 
the  attaching  the  poor  to  their  pa¬ 
rochial  fettlements,  and  the  encou¬ 
ragement  offered  by  the  legiflature 
for  the  growth  of  hemp,  than  which, 

I  s,  no  other  objedf  interferes 
more  with  the  growth  of  corn. 

The  u  Confiderations  on  the  Corn 
Laws,  with  Remarks  on  the  Obfer¬ 
vations  of  Lord  Sheffield  on  the 
Corn  Bill,  &c.”  embrace  oppofite 
opinions,  from  the  publications  juft 
mentioned,  and  with  great  ingenuity 
fupport  the  ftatement  of  the  lords 
of  the  privy  council,  and  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  corn  bill.  The  author  of 
thefe  Confideralions,  as  well  as  his 
opponents,  has  paid  a  clofe  attention 
to  his  fubjedt,  and  pofteiTes  confid en¬ 
able  commercial  and  agricultural 
knowledge. 

o 

They  who  have  been  interefted  in 
the  endeavours  made  at  different 
tunes  to  eftabliih  an  equalization 
of  the  weights  and  mea fares  of 
Great  Britain,  will  confider  them- 
felves  obliged  to  the  editor  of  “  A 
Plan  lor  Introducing  an  Uniformly 
of  Weights  and  Meafures  within  the 
Limits  of  the  Britifti  Empire,  bv 
the  late  fir  James  Steuart,  baft. 
Author  of  the  Political  (Economy ; 
published  from  the  original  Manu- 
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Script,  by  his  fbn,  hr  J.  Stetiart, 
bart.”  This  treat  ife  was  written 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  when 
Mr.  Bird’splan  engaged  the  attention 
«f  the  legi dature.  It  displays  an  in¬ 
timate  acquaintance  with  the  fubjeft 
on  which  the  author  treats  ;  and  of¬ 
fers  many  remarks  and  obfervations 
worthy  the  attention  of  jhofe  who 
are  engaged  in  fimilar  pursuits.  The 
particulars  of  his  plan  our  limits 
will  not  permit  us  to  lay  before  our 
readers. 

The  “  T rafts  on  Weights,  Mea- 
fures,  and  Coins,  &c.  by  George 
Skene  Keith,  M.  A.”  likewife,  con¬ 
tain  fatisfadtory  evidence  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  ingenuity  and  abilities ;  and  of 
the  laborious  induffry  with  which 
he  has  applied  himfelf  to  investigate 
the  fubjedts  mentioned  in  his  title- 
page.  In  many  refpedtS  he  differs 
from  preceding  writers;  and  parti¬ 
cularly  from  Mr.  Whitehurft,  to 
whofe  plan  he  offers  feveral  objec¬ 
tions.  Whoever  fhall  prove  the 
fortunate  man  whofe  lyfietn  fliall 
abide  the  teff  of  repeated  and  accu¬ 
rate  experiment,  and  meet  with  ge¬ 
neral  acceptance,  we  conlider  the 
public  to  be  much  indebted  to  every 
gentleman  who  devotes  his  abilities 
and  time  to  fubjd&s  of  Inch  great 
importance  and  utility. 

The  author  of  “  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Legality  of  Capital  Punilhments, 
in  a  Letter  to  Lord  Thurlow,”  in 
order  to  fliew  that  there  exifts  no 
right  in  any  government  to  inflict 
capital  puniihments,  enters  into  a 
difcuffion  of  the  following  points: 
Does  the  fovereign  poffefs  any  povyer 
that  has  not  been  delegated  to  him 
by  focietv  ?  Does  fociety,  as  an  ag¬ 
gregate  body,  poffefs  any  rights 
which  had  not  previoufly  apper¬ 
tained  to  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofe  it  ?  Did  individuals  ever  poffefs 
the  right  of  abridging  the  duration 
*f  their  own  lives  ?  In  reading  this 


fenfible  and  elegant  little  treatife* 
we  were  frequently  led  to  admire  the 
ingenuity  and  acutenefs  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  although  wc  could  not  always 
admit  of  the  corre&nefs  of  his  rea- 
foning,  or  allow  his  conclufions. 

The  “Treatife  on  Civil  Imprifon- 
ment  in  England,  with  the  Hiftory 
of  its  Progrefs,  and  Objections  to 
its  Policy, &c.  byTliomas  Macdonald^ 
efq.  Barriffer  at  Law,”  is  a  publi¬ 
cation  in  which  the  author  has  dis¬ 
played  great  labour  and  accuracy 
in  invefti  gating  a  difficult  and  impor¬ 
tant  fubjedt ;  and  in  fuggefting  alte¬ 
rations  and  amendments  in  thofe, 
laws  which  refpedt  the  intereffs  of 
creditors,  and  the  punifh merit  or 
protection  of  debtors.  Mr.  Mac¬ 
donald’s  reafoning,  which  is  deli- 
vered  in  elegant  and  forcible  lan¬ 
guage,  will  meet  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  weil-wifliers  to  the  at¬ 
tempts  which  have  been  lately  mak¬ 
ing,  to  meliorate  that  part  of  our 
civil  code  which  enjoins  imprifon- 
roent  for  debt,  and  to  render  it  more 
conformable  with  the  intereffs  of 
true  policy,  and  humanity. 

The  u  New,  Candid,  and  Pra£li- 
cal  Thoughts  on  the  Law  of  ImprK 
fonment  for  Debt,  with  a  View  to 
the  Regulation  of  it,”  contend  for 
the  fame  humane  and  liberal  altera¬ 
tions  of  our  laws,  with  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  publication.  The  author  of 
them,  likewife,  fuggefls  many  judi¬ 
cious  obfervations  on  the  proper  me¬ 
thods  of  preventing  and  punifhing 
frauds,  of  maintaining  credit,  and 
for  the  better  and  more  fpeedy  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  creditors. 

The  “  Treatife  upop  the  Laws  of 
England  now  in  force  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  Debts,  &c.  by  John  Prujean„ 
efq.”  points  out  many  abufes  in  the 
laws  as  they  now  exift  ;  and  offers  a 
plan  for  more  fpeedy  and  equitable 
juffice  to  creditors,  and  to  .debtors* 
which,  the  author  informs  us,  was 
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iuggefled  to  him  bvthe  municipal 
regulations  of  a  town  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  which  experience  has  {hewn  to 
be  produdtive  of  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tages. 

The  44  Confiderations  on  the  re- 
fpedtive  Rights  of  Judge  and  Jury, 
particularly  upon  Trials  for  Libel, 
by  John  Bowks,  efq.  Banifter  at 
Law,’*  are  intended  to  fupport  the 
dodlrine,  that  in  the  cafe  of  libels, 
the  jurv  have  no  right  to  determine 
with  refpedf  both  to  the  law  and  to 
the  fadt;  that  they  have  only  a  ju- 
rifdidtion  over  the  latter,  while  the 
former  belongs  exclu  lively  to  the 
judge.  Notwithftanding  that  this 
doctrine,  has  been  too  fafliionable  in 
our  courts  of  law,  we  conceive  it  to 
be  highly  unconftitutianal  and  dan¬ 
gerous.  And  we  are  happy  that,  as 
thefe  pages  are  committing  to  the 
prefs,  the  lpgiflature  of  our  country 
has  determined  it  to  be  fo,  by  paf- 
fing  a  bill  which  clearly  afcertains 
the  rights  of  juries,  and  puts  an  end 
for  ever  to  that  legal  quibbling  which 
hasfo  frequently  proved  injurious  to 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  and 
which  threatened  gradually,  but  ef¬ 
fectually,  to  deftroy  that  of  the 
prefs. 

The  44  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  occafioned  by 
his  late  Motion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  refpedting  Libels,  &c.”  by 
the  fame  author,  exprefies  his  feri- 
ous  apprehenfions  that  if  the  bill 
above  mentioned  fhould  pafs  into  a 
law,  the  whole  body  of  our  criminal 
law  will  be  endangered,  and  the 
inoft  alarming  confequences  enflie. 
We  do  not  eonfider  Mr.  Bowles  to  > 
be  fortunate  in  his  reafoning ;  and 
doubt  not  but  that  he  will  fbon  have 
the  pleafure  of  being  convinced, 
that  his  fears  were  groundiefs  and 
chimerical. 

In  the  • 44  Reflections  on  the  Dif- 
C^df ion  ufually  adopted  in  Criminal 
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•Profecutionsfor  Libels,  &c.”  Mr.  A 
Highmore,  jun.  attorney  at  law> 
with  much  ingenuity  and  fuccefs’ 
attacks  the  portions  laid  down  by 
Mr.  Bowles,  and  fupports  the  found 
conftitutional  principle,  that  if  a. 
juror  does  not  And  any  criminality 
in  a  publication  Rated  to  be  libel¬ 
lous,  he  ought  to  apquit  the  defen¬ 
dant  by  means  of  the  general  verdict 
of,  44  not  guilty.” 

The  fame  fide  of  the  queflion  is 
adopted  in  the  44  Confiderations  on 
the  Matter  of  Libel,  by  John  Leach, 
efq.”  who  fupports  it  with  great  abi¬ 
lity,  and  offers  fome  excellent  obfeiv 
vations  on  the  policy  of  reft  raining 
the  difculfion  of  public  fubjedfs  by- 
government  profecutions.  Free 
difcufhon,  he  very  juftly  contends, 
is  the  belt  method  of  checking  abu- 
fes  ;  and  inftead  of  endangering,  it 
will  ever  tend  to Tecure  the  public 
tranquillity, 

Among  the  publications  in  Law, 
more  immediately  intended  for  pro- 
feflional  men,  we  find  continuations 
of  the  following  works  ;  44  Reports 
of  Caufes  in  the  King’s  Bench,  Part. 
IV.  Vol.  IV.  by  Dornford  and 
Eaft,”  and  44  the  Pradtice  of  the 
Office  of  Pleas,  in  the  Court  of  Exche¬ 
quer,  by  Philip  Burton,  efq.  vol, 
II.” 

To  thefe  are  to  be  added  the  fol¬ 
lowing  new  publications :  44  a  Digeft 
of  the  Statufe  Law,  by  T.  W. 
Williams,  2  Vois.  Quarto.”  44  the 
Law  of  Evidence,  on  an  extended 
Plan,  with  fome  account  of  Baron 
Gilbert,  by  C.  Lofft  Efq.  2  volsj” 
a  ^  Colledtion  of  Cafes,  with  opi¬ 
nions  of  Mr.  Booth,  and  other  emi¬ 
nent  Council  in  Matters  of  Law, 
Equity,  and  Conveyancing,  2  Vols.’* 
44  An  Eflay  on  the  Law  of  Contin¬ 
gent  Remainders,  by  C.  Fearne,  efq. 
Vol.  I.  44  Report  of  Proceedings 
on  controverted  Eledlions,  during, 
the  firft  Seflion  of  the  feventeenth. 
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Parliament,  by  S.  Frafer,  efq  ;” 
4<  An  Effay  on  the  Nature  and  Laws 
of  Ufes  and  Tr lifts,  by  F,  W.  Saun¬ 
ders,  efq.”  “  A  Law  Grammar,  or 
Introdu&ion  to  Englifh  Jurifpru- 
dence;”  “  ATreatifeon  the  Law  of 
Awards,  by  S.  Kydd,  efq;  “  A  Di~ 
geft  of  the  Poor  Laws,  by  S.  Prit¬ 
chard,  Pt.  I  “  Law  of  Bills  of 
Exchange,  by  I.  Blagrave “A 
Snccinbf  Digeft  of  the  Laws  relative 
to  Bankrupts;”  and  “Proceedings 
in  the  Caufe,  the  King  againft  Amo- 
ry  and  Monk,  in  2  Vols.” 

The  following  republications  have 
alfo  appeared  during  tlie  year  179', 

? ‘  Wood’s  Body  of  Conveyancing,  a 
new  Edition,  with  great  Improve¬ 
ments,  by  I,  I.  Powel,  efq.Vol.  II ;” 
44  Raymond’s  Reports,  a  new  Edi¬ 
tion, by  I.  Bayley,  in  Three  Vols  ;” 
“  The  Touchftone  of  Common 
Affu ranees,  by  W.  Sheppard,  a  new 
Edition,  by  E.  Hilliard ;”  and  “  Co.1- 
ledtinea  Juridica,  Vol.  I.”  which  is 
defigned  to  be  a  repofitory  for  frarce 
and  ufeful  tradls  relative  to  the  laws 
and  conftitution  of  England. 

Among  the  books  of  a  mathema¬ 
tical  kind  which  it  falls  within  our 
province  to  enumerate,  the  fir  ft 
which  we  have  to  announce  is,  “  A 
Treatife  on  the  Decorative  Part 
of  Civil  Architecture,  See.  by  fir 
William  Chambers,  K.  P.  S,  Sec.  the 
^hird  Edition,  confiderably  aug¬ 
mented.”  It  will  not  be  expected 
that  we  {Jull  enter  into  a  particular 
account  of  a  work,  which  is  fo  well 
known  to  the  architect,  and  to  the 
connoifteur,  apd  on  which  the  public 
approbation  hath  already  been 
ftamped.  We  thought  it,  however, 
improper  to  omit  mentioning,  that 
a  new  edition  had  appeared  of  a 
fcientific  performance,  univerfally 
acknowledged  to  be  pf  great  utility  ; 
efpecially  as  the  author, r“  ftimulated 
by  a  defire  of  reniering  it  {fill  more 
worthy  of  put  lie  notice,  has  pareful- 
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ly  revifed,  and  confiderably  aug- 
rpented  it ;  he  does  not  prefume  to 
fay  improved  it:  but  flatters. himfelf 
the  experience  gained  by  thirty  years 
very  extenfive  pra&ice,  fince  the 
original  publication,  has  enabled 
him  to  judge  with  fome  degree  of 
certainty,  at  leaft,  of  what  might  be 
left  out,  be  added,  or  altered  to  ad¬ 
vantage.” 

The  “  Cohesion  of  Papers  on 
Naval  Architecture,  Pt.  1.”  was  ori¬ 
ginally  communicated  to  the  public, 
through  the  channel  of  the  European 
Magazine,  and  promifes  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fucceffion  of  treatifts, 
which  may  eventually  prove  objects 
of  conftderable  national  benefit. 
What  encourages  us  in  this  expedta- 
tion  is  the  circumftance,  that  a  re- 
fpedtable  fociety  has  been  formed, 
under  the  patronage  of  many  perfons 
of  rank  and  fortune,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  improving  “  naval  archi¬ 
tecture  in  all  its  branches ;  extend¬ 
ing  their  enquiries  and  improve¬ 
ments  to  veffels  for  navigation  of 
every  kind  ;”  and  who  have  already 
offered  confiderable  premiums  to 
encourage  the  attention  of  philofo- 
phers,  mathematicians,  and  mecha¬ 
nics,  to  the  pbjeCt  of  their  inftitu- 
tion.”  it  was  the  patriotic  fpirit  of 
Mr.  Sewell,  the  publifher  of  thefe 
papers,  which  led  the  way  to  the  in- 
ftitutionof  that  Society,  and  he  will 
be  defervedly  honoured  by  pofteritv, 
as  its  father. 

The  “  Geometrical  and  Graphical 
Effays,  containing  a  Defcription  pf 
the  "Mathematical  Inftruments,  ufeef 
in  Geometry,  Civil  and  Military 
Surveying,  Levelling,  and  Perfpec-s 
tive  ;  with  many,  new  Problems, 
Jllu  fixative  of  each  Branch,  by  G. 
Adams.”  will  be  found  an  ufeful 
and  valuable 'work  to  fuch  Undents 
as  have  not  the  opportunity  of  con- 
fulting  larger  publications,  on  the 
different  fubje&s  nlentipned  in  the 

title 
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title  page.  Many  of  his  foliations 
of  the  geometrical  problems,  are  fu- 
perior  to  thofe  generally  met  with  ; 
and  [they  are  all  eafy  and  familiar. 
The  explanatory  plates,  which  are 
thirty  two  in  number,  are  executed 
with  neatnefs  and  accuracy. 

The  44  Treatife  on  Univerfal  In¬ 
land  Navigations,  and  the  Ufe  of  all 
forts  ol  Mines,  &c.  bv  Edmund 
Leach,  Surveyor,”  is  the  production 
of  a  well-intentioned  writer,  who  is 
mot  deficient  in  mechanical  inge¬ 
nuity  ;  and  who  offers  many  hints 
and  obfervations,  which,  in  more 
fcientific  hands,  may  be  turned  to 
ufeful  purpofes.  His  great  obje<fe 
is,  to  recommend  theVubftitutioj)  of 
inclined  planes,  and  a  machine,  the 
conftnufeion  of  which  he  particularly 
defer! hes,  in  the  room  of  the  locks 
made  ufe  of  in  navigable  canals, 
and  of  the  wheel  and-  axle  as  they 
are  at  prefent  employed  by  miners. 
Thofe  who  vvifh  tor  a  more  particu¬ 
lar  explanation  of  his  plan,  we  mult 
refer  to  the  author’s  treatife. 

[The  delay  in  the  publication  of 

the  annual  volume  ©f  die  i’hilofo- 

phicsil  Tranfafftions,  has  p  rot  raffed  it 

beyond  the  year;  but,  as  various 

impediments  have  alio  occalioned 

fome  delay  in  the  publication  of 

this  volume,  we  are  ihii  enabled  to 

preferve  an  account  of  its  contents  ; 

and  with  thefe  we  are  enabled  to 

interweave  fome  information,  re- 

fipeCting  the  phiiofophical  labouis  of 

the  Irifh  academy.  As  M.  de  Luc’s 
* 

papers  on  hygrometrv  have  been  pe¬ 
culiarly  diliinguifhed  by  the  reward 
of  the  Copley  medal,  we  mull  con¬ 
sider  them  a’s  the  mod  important 
communication.  M.  de  Luc  has 
done  much  in  this  very  laborious 
and  intricate  inveftigation,  but  much 
yet  remains  to  be  done.  It  is  not 
afcer.tained  what  are  the  real  hy> 
gyometical  aflinitfes  of  different  bv- 
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dies,  whether  thefe  are  always 
the  fame  in  the  fame  body,  or 
whether  alterations,  in  the  tex¬ 
ture,  do  not  cccafionally  influ¬ 
ence  the  affinities.  In  fliort,  the 
feience  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  we 
are  glad  that  it  has  found  fo  good  a 
guardian.  Another  branch  of  me- 
teorclogy,  bed  Jes  the  11  fetal  regiffers, 
is  attended  to  in  the  fame  volume  ; 
and  we  mu  ft  recommend  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  different  obfervers  or 
emjuirers  on  this  fnbjefit.  We  al¬ 
lude  to  Mr.  Read’s  44  Journal,  chiefly 
relating  to  the  Atmofpherical  Elec¬ 
tricity.”  Various  phenomena  un¬ 
doubtedly  depend  on  it ;  and  our 
knowledge  of  the  caufe  of  the  ap¬ 
pearances,  which  we  conftantly  fee, 
is  (till  limited.  In  the  Manchefter 
Memoirs,  a  work  of  fome  merit, 
which  contains  a  few  phiiofophical 
papers,  we  find  a  defeription  of  n 
common  meteorological  pheno¬ 
menon,  a  parhelion  ;  and  two  others 
are  ueirribed  by  Dr.  Uflier,  in  the 
Irilli  Ti  a nfa £tions,  appearances 
which  will  probably  be  found  to  be 
at  lea  ft,  greatly  influenced  by  the 
atmofpherical  electricity.  in  this 
branch  of  faience,  there  are  fome 
new  experiments  by  Mr.  Bennet, 
publifhed  feparately,  which  appear¬ 
ed  in  a  former  volume  of  the  Ehi 
lofophkal  Tranfa<feions ;  and  an 
44  Eflay  ”  byDr.  Peart 44  on  Electricity 
and  Magnet ifm,*'  in  which  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  refute  the  common  .theory 
oi  pofltjve  and  negative  elecfericity, 
we  think.,  without  fuccefs.  On  the 
fei bjeCf-  of  Magnctifm  we  may  juft 
mention  the  exploded  farce  of  ani¬ 
mal  magnitifm,  as  two  works  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  catalogue  of  the  prefent 
year.  Mr.  Martin’s  fliort  account 
of  the  pretended  lecret,  under  the 
title  of  44  Animal  Magnetiftn  Ex¬ 
amined  and  Dr.  Si  ear’s  more  pom¬ 
pous,  but  left  fatiTacftory  work  of 
<*  the  My  fteries  of  Animal  Magnitifm 
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revealed.”  The  phenomena  of  at¬ 
traction  and  repulfion,  iince  electri¬ 
city  has  been  more  generally  ftudi- 
ed  have  been  ufualjy  attributed  to 
the  apparent  or  latent  influence 
of  this  fluid.  The  attraction  and 
repul  lion  however,  of  cork  balls 
fvv: naming  in  water,  Mr.  Banks, 
an  ingenious  leCturer  in  natural  phi- 
lofophy,  attributes  to  the  inequality 
of  prefl’ure,  as  a  dry  ball  repells  the 
water,  making  the  fluid  rife  around 
it,  while  a  wet  one  produces  the 
contrary  effcCt.  This  paper  occurs 
in  the  Manchefter  Memoirs,  and 
Mr.  Bennet,  in  a  feparate  publica¬ 
tion,  has  adduced  fome  fimilar 
obfervations  as  well  as  fome  ob- 
ffervat  ions  u  on  the  Waving  Motion, 
obferved.on  vibrating  a  Glafs  jointly 
fill e  r  with  Oil  and  Water.” 

If  we  eonfider  philofophy,  asfub- 
fervient  to  the  different  arts,  we  may 
mention  a  very  ingenious  contri¬ 
vance  described  by  Mr.  Cooke,  in  the 
Irifh  TranfaCtibns,  of  obtaining  by 
means  of  fleam,  a  continuous  rotative 
motion  ;  and, in  the  fame  col le&ion, 
this  author  has  defcribed  an  inftru- 
fnent  which  greatly  facilitates  the  re- 
folution  of  fome  of  the  more  com¬ 
mon  problems  in  navigation.  The 
triangular  meafurement  of  1787  and 
1788,  was  one  of  the  greateft  efforts 
pf  modern  practical  philofophy  ; 
and,  in  this  buly  age,  the  date,  as 
might  be  expeCted,  would  foon  fur- 
nifti  different  faCts.  The  longitudes 
of  Dunkirk  and  Paris  from  Green¬ 
wich,  areafcertained  in  the  laft  volume 
of  the  LondonTranfaClions  from  this 
meafurement,  on  the  fuppofition  of 
the  earth’s  being  an  elipfoid ;  and, 
to  future-  inveftigators,  Mr.  PiCtet 
has  pointed  out  the  convenience  of 
meafuring  an  arc  of  the  meridian, 
and  of  the  parallel  of  longitude, 
having  Geneva  for  their  common 
mterfeCtion,  in  the  fame  collection. 
In  this  volume  too,  Mr. -Kennel,  the 


geographer  of  India,  has  pointed  out 
a  new  method  of  meafuring  diftances 
bv  calculating  the  paces  of  a  camel, 
either  loaden  or  unencumbered ;  and 
it  is  furpriflng,  in  this  firfl  attempt, 
to  find  him  approximating  the  real 
diftances  very  nearly.  Mr.  Cavallo 
has  defcribed  a  very  Ample  inftru- 
ment  for  eeleftial  .meafurement,  a 
micrometer  for  a  telefcope,  confut¬ 
ing  of  a  circle  of  mother  of  pearl, 
minutely  divided,  which  will  anfwer 
common  purpofes  very  completely; 
but  a  full  defcription  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  aftronomical  inftruments,  ufed 
in  the  molt  enlightened  aera  of  the 
fcience,  occurs  in  Mr.  Vince’s  “  Prac¬ 
tical  Aflronomy,”  to  which  are  ac^d- 
ed,  fome  of  the  more  effential  and 
ufeful  calculations.  In  the  particular 
branches  of  aftronomy,  we  have  to 
notice  Dr.  U flier’s  paper  in  the  Irifh 
TranfaCtions,  on  the  dif-appearance 
and  re-appearance  of  Saturn’s  ring, 
in  1789,  with  fome  remarks  on  his 
diurnal  rotation,  and  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  feries  of  obfervations  by  Mr. 
Herfchell,  on  liars  really  nebulous, 
not  refolvable,  which  hie  conftders 
as  maffes  of  light  connected  with 
fome  ftar,  the  ftorehoufe  from  which 
future  funs  mav  be  formed.  An  inge- 
nious  work,  in  this  department,  en¬ 
titled  «  Cofmology,”  has  been  pub- 
liflied  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  and 
we  have  fince  feen  an  enlarged 
edition  of  it.  The  author  is  ration¬ 
al,  pious,  and  judicious  ;  but,  in  fome 
of  his  novelties,  he  does  not  always 
convince  us.  The  “  Philofophy  of 
the  Mafons,”  is  a  more  general  fyf- 
tem,  whofe  novelty  is  apparent  only. 
It  is  the  philofophy  of  the’prefent 
aera  attributed  to  the  Egyptian 
priefts,  in  a  fufpicions  form,  leaning 
too  much  to  the  fafhionable  infide¬ 
lity  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

In  the  progreffive  improvements 
of  philofophy  and  chemiftry,  they 
have  intruded,  as  we  formerly  ob- 
r  ■  lerved^ 
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ferved,  on  each  others  limits,  and 
form  One  chain  of  fcience,  where 
the  termination  and  commencement 
of  either  is  uncertain.  Fire  was  one 
of  thofe  bodies,  or  a  modification  of 
body,  which  for  a  time  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  philofopher.  It  is  now 
with  more  propiiety,  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  chemift’s  enquiries.  That  it 
pofleffes  weight  has  been  long  denied, 
that  it  is  really  fpecifically  light,  lef- 
fening  the  weight  of  bodies,  was 
for  a  time  the  opinion  of  different 
authors.  Mr.  Henry,  in  the  Man- 
chefter  Memoirs,  has  endeavoured 
to  elucidate  this  fubjeft,  but  the 
queftion  is  not  determined.  The 
increafe  of  weight,  in  cooling,  de¬ 
pends,  we  know,  on  the  changes 
produced  in  the  body  heated,  by  the 
abforption  of  the  pure  part  of  the  at- 
mofpheric  air.  This  change  appears 
now  fully  to  explain  all  the  pheno¬ 
mena  attributed  to  the  Iofs  of  phlo- 
giflon,  a  principle,  whofe  exifience 
is  now  generally,  doubted,  and  ai¬ 
med:  as  generally  difbelieved.  Dr. 
Prieftley,  in  his  paper  in  the  Phi- 
lophical  TranfaCtions,  entitled,  Far¬ 
ther  Experiments  relating  to  the 
Decompofition  of  Dephlogifticated 
and  Inflammable  Airs,  {fill  adheres 
to  the  old  theory  of  Stahl,  and  en¬ 
deavours  to  explain  the  appearance 
of  the  nitrous  arid  from  the  differ¬ 
ent  proportions  of  thefe  airs,  and 
not  from  the  accidental  impregna¬ 
tion  of  phlogiflicated  air,  as  the 
French  chemifls  fuppofed.  Mr. 
Tennent  has,  on  the  contrary,  fup- 
ported  the  dodlrine  of  M.  Lavoifier, 
in  the  fame  collediion,  by  adhially 
decompofing  fixed  air,  and  produc¬ 
ing  from  it  a  coal  perfectly  refemb- 
ling  the  charcoal  of  wood.  The  ex¬ 
periment,  though  at  fird:  doubted, 
has  been  repeated,  we  find  with  fuc- 
cefs.  Dr.  Beddoes,  in  his  “  Account  of 
the  Appearances  attending  the  Con- 
verfion  of  Caff  into  Malleable  Iron,” 
procefs  new  and  *.  ighly  advanta- 
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geous,  has,  we  perceive  alfo,  for- 
faken  the  banners  of  the  elder  che¬ 
mifls.  Yet  it  is  furprifing  that  the 
difeoveries  of  the  prefent  aerawere  in 
fome  degree  anticipated  by  a  Dr. 
Mayow  ;  and  to  Dr.  Beddoes,  who 
has  rendered  Dr.  Mayow’s  work 
more  generally  known,  we  owe 
the  obligation  of  this  information. 
M.  Chaptal’s  “  Elements  of  Chemif- 
try”  is  the  only  general  fydem  that 
has  appeared  in  this  year,  and  as  it  is 
the  latefl  and  confequently  one  of  the 
mod  complete  works,  fo  it  is  alfo 
judicious,  intelligent,  and  well  ar¬ 
ranged. 

If  we  furvey  chemidiy  as  fub- 
fervient  to  the  arts,  and^to  medi¬ 
cine,  we  fliall  find  it  offering  con- 
fiderable  affiftance  to  artiils,  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  phyflcians'i  The 
Manchefter  Memoirs  furnifli  fome 
judicious  obfervations  on  dying, 
by  Mr.  Henry,  and  fome  experi¬ 
ments  on  the  fufion  of  palatina, 
by  Mr.  Willis ;  while  the  Irifii 
TranfaCtions  contain  two  papers  of 
much  more  importance,  Mr.  Kir- 
wan’s  Experiments  on  the  AJkalef- 
cent  Subftances  ufed  in  Bleaching, 
and  Mr.  Pouget’s  Method  of  afeer- 
tainingthe  Strength  of  Spirits,  by  the 
diminution  of  the  bulk  of  an  union 
of  alcohol  and  water :  the  former 
paper  contains  alfo  an  Analyfis  of  the 
Colouring  Matter  ofLinnen  Yarn. 
The  only  feparate  publication  in 
this  department  is,  Mr.  Richardfon’s 
“  Chemical  Principles  of  the  Metal¬ 
lic  Arts,”  a  work  ufeful,  but  by  no 
means  fo  minute  and  particular,  as 
to  be  interefling,  or  to  the  chemifl, 
improving. 

In  medicine,  we  may  notice  an¬ 
other  new  edition  of  the  «  Lon¬ 
don  Pharmacopeia,”  with  varia¬ 
tions,  we  have  no  authority  to  flyle 
them  improvements.  Mr.  Garnet’s 
“  Analyfis  of  the  Crefcent  Water  at 
Harrowgate,”  is  fliort,  and  in  fome 
meafure  incomplete,  but  a  work,  in 
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a  chemical  view,  by  no  means  con¬ 
temptible.  M.  Marie’s  Chemical 
Experiments  on  the  F abafheer,  de- 
ferve  fome  notice  in  this  part  of  our 
fketch  of  Domeftic  Literature.  It  is 
an  Indian  vegetable  fubftance,  whole 
general  nature  vve  noticed  in  our  1  aft 
volume,  and  it  is  more  interefting, 
as  we  find,  from  Mr.  Marie’s  paper 
in  the  Phiiofophical  Transitions, 
that  it  contains  a  filiceous  earth,  in 
one  inftance  a  flint  already  formed. 
Dr.  Pearfon’s  Inveftigation  of  the 
Compofition  of  James’s  Powder,  in 
the  lame  colleriion,  defer ves  much 
attention,  as  it  completely  elucidates 
the  nature  of  that  excellent  medi¬ 
cine,  and  enables  us  to  imitate  it 
with  fuccefs.  We  need  fcarcely 
fay,  that  the  pulvis  antimoniaiis  of 
the  laft  London  Pharmacopeia  is, 
in  its  nature  and  operations  nearly 
the  fame. 

Chemiftry  has  not  only  elucidat¬ 
ed  the  nature  of  fome  fecret  com- 
politions,  but  has  fuggefted  new 
remedies.  Dr.  Crawford  recom¬ 
mends  the  earthy  fait  compofed  of 
the  barytic  earth,  and  the  muriatic 
arid,  in  fchrophulous  and  cancerous 
complaints.  On  trial,  it  is  Laid  not 
to  equal,  and  what  medicine  does 
fo  ?  the  fanguine  recommendations 
of  its  flrft  author,  though  it  ftiews  fuf- 
ficient  powers  on  the  constitution  to 
render  it,  under  proper  management, 
an  ufef ul  remedy.  This  paper  occurs 
in  the  fecond  volume  of  a  refpe&able 
publication  entitled, 44  Medical  Com¬ 
munications, ”  which  furnifhes  alfo, 
in  this  department,  fome  judicious 
obfervations  by  Mr.  Pearfon,  on  the 
life  ofOpium  in  theVenerealDifeafe, 
in  which  he  fliews  that  it  is  alone 
unequal  to  the  cure,  and  in  every 
inftance,  little  more  than  a  quieting 
palliative,  with  fome  remarks,  by 
Dr.Carmichael  Smith,  on  the  Effedts 
of  Cantharides,  which  he  fuppofes, 
perhaps,  with  reafon,  are  not  diu- 
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retie.  We  may  juft  add,  that,  on 
perilling  this  volume,  we  do  not 
find  any  thing  elfe,  which  vve  need 
particularly  mention  in  our  general 
account.  The  only  fepai  ate  publi¬ 
cation  on  the  ufe  of  medicines  is 
Mr.  Brande’s  “  account  of  the  An- 
guftura  Bark.”  It  is  a  narcotic  bit¬ 
ter,  and  fuppoled  to  be  ul'eful,  like 
other  bitters,  in  curing  intermit- 
tents,  dylpepfla,  &c.  We  have  not 
found  either,  on  trial,  or  from  au- 
authoiity,  that  it  poflefles  peculiar 
powers. 

Though  the  Anguftura  bark  has 
not  been  introduced  into  general 
practice,  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian 
bark  has  been  fupported  by  Dr. 
Robertfcn  in  his  -4  Jafiay  on  Fevers.” 
This  gentleman  has  feen  much  of 
the  fever  of  fliips  and  hofpitals,  which 
he  conftders  as  the  only  genuine, 
and  indeed  the  univerfal  form  of 
f-ver.  His  work,  fo  far  as  one 
fpccies,  or  a  Angle  epidemic  is  con¬ 
cerned,  may  be  pronounced  valuable, 
and  uleftil.  Dr.  Kobcrtfon  errs 
only  in  confldering  what  he  has 
feen,  as  the  only  exilling  form.  A 
work  on  fever’s  of  a  different  rials, 
though  confined  to  tne  fevers  of  hot 
climates,  and  particularly  the  remit¬ 
tents  of  different  forms,  Dr.  Jack- 
fon’s  deferves  particular  commenda¬ 
tion,  as  the  refill t  of  careful  atten¬ 
tion  and  judicious  observation.  The 
medical  advice  to  the  inhabitants  of 
warm  climates,  is  not  equally  valu¬ 
able  ;  it  is  trite,  fuperficial,  and  olten 
erroneous.  As  a  work  connected 
with  fever;,  and  the  refult  of  obfer- 
vation,  wp  may  mention  the  ^  Eflay 
on  the  Progrefs  and  Diagnofts  of  Dii- 
eafes,”  by  Dr.  Price, didated  by  read* 
jng  gnd  examination,  yet  in  different 
parts  not  ffnifhed  with  equal  care. 
Dr.  Edwards’s  44  Defcription  of  the 
Dileafes  of  the  Human  Body,”  the 
introduction  to  a  larger  work,  is  fty- 
led  a  Syftem  of  N ufology  ;  it  is  how¬ 
ever, 
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ever,  a  collection  of  hiftories  of  dif¬ 
eafes,  far  exceeding  the  limits  of  de¬ 
finitions.  Dr.  Ruflei’s  large  work 
“  on  the  Plague”  feems  fcarcely  to 
have  anlwered  the  expectations  of 
practitioners.  It  is  a  political  trea- 
tife  on  quarantines,  rather  than  a 
medical  difquifition,  and  what  is 
contained  in  the  medical  department, 
is  often  confufed  and  unfatisfaCtory. 
We  fee  little  added  to  our  know- 
ledge  of  the  difeafe.  Refpecting 
particular  complaints,  we  find  a  trea- 
tife  of  Dr.  Butter’s  on  “  the  Angina 
PeCtoris,”  where  Jie  exprefles  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  this  peculiar  difeafe  is  only 
a  variety  of  atonic  gout,  feizing  the 
diaphragm  ;  but  we  do  not  find  his 
fyftem  adopted  by  other  practition¬ 
ers,  nor  does  it  appear  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  experience.  Dr.  Quin,  in 
his  Treatife  “  on  the  Dropfy  of  the 
Brain,”  feems  to  point  out  a  new 
view  of  the  complaint,  and  to  confi- 
der  the  fymptoms  as  arifing  from 
relaxation,  while  the  compofition  is 
only  a  lubfequent  effect.  He  has 
undoubtedly  the  merit  of  elucidat¬ 
ing  the  fubjeCt  in  a  certain  degree, 
though  his  conclufions  may  be  too 
general.  Dr.  Perfect  deferibes  a 
cafe  feemingly  of  the  fame  difeafe, 
under  the  term  of  madnefs,  where 
the  compreflion  was  only  fo  great 
as  to  produce  irritation.  The  medi- 
praftitioner,  in  his  “  Eflay  on  Vital 
Sufpenfion,”  confiders  the  caufe 
of  death  as  owing  to  effnfion  in  the 
head,  in  confequence  of  the  ftop- 
page  of  breathing,  without  adding, 
however,  to  our  refources,  for  the 
patient’s  relief.  Of  the  more  general 
works,  chiefly  of  a  practical  na¬ 
ture,  befide  the  fecond  volume  *of 
the  Medical  Communications,  we 
perceive  thecontinuaticn  of  Dr. Dun¬ 
can’s  44  Medical  Commentaries  >” 
the  fecond  volume  of  Wintringhain’s 
Commentarii  de  Morbis  Quibuf- 
dam,”awork  of  no  great  practical 
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importance;  the  firft  volume  of 
“  Medical  FaCts  and  Opinions,”  a 
new  form  of  a  refpeCtable  work,  long 
continued  by  Dr.  Fort  Simmons ; 
Dr.  Wallis’s  improved  edition  of 
“  Motherby’s  Dictionary”  publilhed 
in  the  prefent  year,  with  a  variety  of 
thofe  pamphlets  which  are  little 
better  than  quack-advertifemerits.  Of 
this  lalt  kind,  are  Dr.  Buchan’s 
“  Letter  on  the  Fleecy  Hofiery,” 
u  Poor  Man’s  Medicine  Chelt,  ”&c. 
We  would  willingly  except  from 
this  general  cenfure,  Fothergil’s 
“Cautions  to  theHeadsof  Families,” 
though,  to  write  popularly  on  pro- 
fefiional  fubjeCts,  is  not  alwaysps  re¬ 
putable  or  ufeful. 

On  difeafes,  whofe  cure  depends 
on  anatomical  knowledge,  we  have 
received  fome  inftruCth'e  informa¬ 
tion,  though  anatomy  itfelf  has  enjoy¬ 
ed  little  of  the  loitering  care  of  the 
Improver,  in  this  period,  for  we  caa 
mention  only  Dr.  Vaughan’s  44  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Anatom  v,”  tranflated  from 
Leber,  with  iome  new  notes, 
and  Mr.  Pley’s  u  Defcription  of  the 
Eye  of  a  Seal,”  in  the  Manchefler 
Memoirs.  Yet  the  furgical  works, 
juft  alluded  to,  deferve  attention. 
Tne  complete  collection  of  Mr. 
Pott’s  traCts  forms  a  valuable  addi¬ 
tion  to  to  the'  furgeon’s  library, 
though  little  novelty  is  added  ;  the 
whole  amounting  to  a  few  remarks 
by  the  editor,  Mr.  Earle,  the  refult 
of  Mr.  Pott’s  more  mature  expe¬ 
rience.  Mr.  Earle  has,  however, 
added  to  this  edition,  his  own  “TraCt 
on  the  Hydrocele,”  in  which  he  pro- 
pofes  a  new  method  of  cure  by  in¬ 
jection  :  this  traCt  he  has  alio  pub- 
liflied  feparately.  Rowley’s  work 
44  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Eves,”  con¬ 
tains  fome  valuable  faCts,  while,  to 
give  the  appearance  of  a  complete 
fyftem,  he  feems  to  have  divided  the 
fubjeCt  too  minutely,  and  to  have 
increafed  the  number  of  fpecies 

with- 
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without  fufficient  reafon.  Mr.  Ogle 
has  oppofed  Mr.JefFe  Foot’s  44  Newly 
Difcovered  Fad,”  relative  to  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,  mentioned  in  our  laft: 
volume  :  and  to  Mr.  Collis  we  are 
are  indebted  for  a  treatife  44  on  the 
Cronorrhsea,”  a  fliort  work,  and  by 
no  means  of  importance.  In  ano¬ 
ther  branch  of  furgery,  midwifery, 
Mr.  Fleath  has  greatly  aftifted  the 
Englifli  furgeons  by  his  tranflaion 
of  M.  Baudelocque’s  very  excellent 
<4  Syftem  of  Midwifery, ”  in  which 
the  hiftory  and  merits  of  the  Segaul- 
tian  operation  are  examined,  with 
peculiar  care  and  ability.  A  branch 
of  this  fubjed,  the  treatment  of 
infants  in  the  firffc  ftages  of  their 
life,  has  been  the  objed  of  Dr. 
Clarke’s  attention  in  the  frith  Tranf- 
adions,  who,  from  an  epidemic 
Fpaffn,  fatal  to  many  children  in  the 
Dublin  hofpital,  has  fliown  the  dif 
advantages  ofclofe  wards.  The  dif¬ 
eafe  difappeared  when  they  were 
more  airy  and  lefs  crowded. 

The  fource  of  that  life,  which  is 
in  early  ages  fo  foon  extinguifhed, 
and  the  principle  in  which  it  confifts, 
we  fcarcely  underftand  better  from 
a  late  work,  44  Speculations  on  Im¬ 
pregnation,”  which  only  revive  an 
old  forgotten  theory,  or  from  Dr. 
Ferriar’s  trad  44  on  the  Vital  Prin¬ 
ciple”,  in  the  Manchefter  Memoirs. 
In  the  laft,  the  author  oppofes  the 
exiftence  of  a  principle  of  life,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  a  foul,  or  of  that  orga¬ 
nization  of  body,  on  which  fome 
authors  fuppofe  the  mental  powers 
may  depend.  Dr.  Corrie’s  44  Eftay 
on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood,”  in 
fupport  of  Mr.  Flunter’s  fyftem,  is 
but  a  feeble  prop  to  an  opinion 
almoft  diametrically  oppofite.  Life, 
fupported,  however,  by  food  digeft- 
ed  in  the  ftomach,  and  evinced  by 
xnufcular  motion,  is  as  little  under- 
;  flood,  when  confidered  in  either  light. 
The  Gulftonian,  lectures  have  en- 
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bled  Dr.  Fordyce  to  publith  his 
opinions  on  the  former  fqbjed,  an<J 
his  trad  is  both  curious  and  inte- 
refting.  He  has  explained  many  cir- 
cumftances,  incidental  or  fubfervient 
to  digeftion,  with  propriety,  but 
has  added  little  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  real  procefs.  Dr.  Blane,  in  the 
44  Crooni'an  Ledures,”  has  been 
fcarcely  more  fuccefsful  in  explaining 
mufcular  motion  :  indeed  either  fub¬ 
jed  will  probably  remain  bevond 
the  reach  of  unfycctfsful  reafon 
or  philofophy.  It  is  with  regret 
that  vve  record  unfuccefsful  efforts; 
but  we  cannot  fpeak  more  favoura¬ 
bly  of  Dr.  Auftin’s  work,  44  on  the 
Origin  and  Component  Parts  of  the 
Stone,”  which  in  opposition  to 
every  former  phyftologift,  heconfi- 
ders  to  be  rhucus.  Mr.  Lane’s 
44  Experiments  on  Human  Calculi,” 
tend  only  to  fhew,  that  they  are  in 
different  perfons,  and  at  different 
periods  in  the  fame  perfon,  of  differ-* 
ent  kinds. 

The  natural  hiftory  of  the  human 
body  and  of  man,  has  not  received 
great  improvements  in  this  year. 
Mr.  Home,  in  the  London  Tranf- 
adions,  endeavours  to  fhow,  that 
horny  excrefcences  on  the  human 
body  are  owing  to  the  fuperfluous 
efforts  of  nature,  to  extend  the  cuti¬ 
cle  over  a  wound  ;  and  in  the  Man-, 
chefter  Memoirs,  we  find  a  deferip- 
tion  of  a  diminutive  and  impeded 
race  of  men,  the  Cretins  of  the  Va¬ 
lais,  who  feem  to  be  unfiniflied 
abortions,  rather  than  men,  equally 
weak  in  mind  and  body.  The  other 
branches  of  natural  hiftory  have 
been  more  carefully  attended  to. 
Dr.  Shaw  has  publifhed  two  fplendid 
numbers  of  a  work  entitled  44  Spe¬ 
culum  Linnaeanum,  an  Illuftration 
of  Linnaeus’  Zoology,”  which  we 
hope  will  be  continued  with  equal 
care ;  and  we  have  received  the 
firft  volume  of  a  fyftem  “ofNatu- 
v.  .  •  ••  ;  •  raL 
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fa]  Hiftory,”  from  an  anonymous 
author,  containing  only  the  qua¬ 
drupeds,  which  appears  to  be  a  ju¬ 
dicious  compilation.  Mr.  Latham 
under  the  mode  ft  title  of  “  Index 
Ornithologictis,”  has  given  a  fyf- 
tematic  ornithology,  carried  on  to 
the  utmoft  extent  of  our  prefent 
knowledge,  which  to  a  fcientific  na- 
turalift,  Supplies  the  neceffity  of  his 
former  volumes  of  fplendid  plates. 
In  entomology,  we  have  only  one  at¬ 
tempt,  viz.  Dr.  Roxburgh’s  “  Des¬ 
cription  of  the  Chermes  Lacca,”  the 
infedt  that  affords  the  gum  lac.  Bo¬ 
tany  ferns  to  have  been,  cultivated 
with  more  attention,  and  the  infti- 
tution  of  theLinnaean  fociety,  under 
the  aufpices  of  1  )r.  Smith,  pofTeflor  of 
the  Linncean  collection,  with  a  view 
to  cultivate  the  natural  hiftory  of 
this  kingdom,  and  to  contribute  to 
render  the  fyftem  of  the  Swedifh  na- 
turalift  more  perfedl,  deferves  our 
attention  and  commendation.  Pa¬ 
pers,  confined  to  an  objedl  fo  limit¬ 
ed,  it  is  impoffible  to  mention  par¬ 
ticularly.  The  fecond  fafciculus  of 
Dr.  Smith’s  “  Plantarum  leones  ’  has 
appeared  during  this  year,  executed 
with  his  ufual  zeal  and  attention ; 
and  the  republication  of  Rudbeck’s 
Plates,  accidentally  difeovered,  un- 
»  der  the  title  of  “  Reliquiae  Rud- 
beckianae,”  adds  equal  honour  to 
Dr.  Smith’s  ardor  in  the  caufe  of 
fcience.  Dr.  Pultney’s  very  accurate 
and  elegant  work,  entitled  “  Scetches 
of  Botany,”  may  be  ftyled  a  general 
introdu&ion  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
fcience,  and  is  executed  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  ability,  while  Dr.  Dick- 
fon’s  fecond  Fafciculus  “■  Plantarum 
Cryptogamicarum  Britaniae,”  is  more 
exclufively  calculated  to  elucidate  this 
very  obfeure  order  of  Britifh  plants. 
This  author’s  “  Hortus  Siccus,” 
a  new  attempt,  will  greatly  diffufe 
~  the  knowledge  of  the  fcience,  fince 
dried  Ipecimens  muft  convey  a  much 


more  accurate  idea,  then  the  mi  nut- 
eft  defcriptions..  S wayne’s  “  Gramina 
Pafcua,”  and  Woodville’s  u  Medical 
Botany,”  are  more  peculiarly  defign- 
ed  for  the  agriculturift  and  phyfician  ; 
they  are  each  executed  with  ability. 
The  former  work  is  illuftrated  by 
dried  fpecimens.  In  mineralogy, 
we  can  only  notice  Mr.  Williams* 
“  Hiftory  of  the  Mineral  Kingdom,” 
a  work  interefting  to  the  miner, 
rather  than  the  philofopber,  and 
Dr.  Beddoes  ineffectual  attempt  to 
eftablifh  “  the  affinity  between  ba- 
faltes  and  granite,”  in  the  Philofo- 
phical  Tranfadiions.] 

In  our  Hiftorical  department,  the 
ftrtl  publication  of  the  year  which 
calls  for  our  notice  is  “  An  Hiftori- 
cal  Difquifuion  concerning  the 
Knowledge  which  the  Ancients  had 
of  India;  and  the  Progrefs  of  Trade 
with  that  Country,  prior  to  the 
Difcoverv  of  the  Pad  age  to  it  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c.  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Robertfon,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Ed. 
&c.”  This  work  owes  its  origin  to 
the  author’s  perufal  of  major  Ren- 
nel’s  excellent  memoir  for  illuftrat- 
ing  his  map  of  Hindoftan,  which 
fuggefted  to  his  mind  the  idea  of 
examining,  more  fully  than  he  had 
done,  in  his  Hiftory  of  America, 
into  the  knowledge  which  the  an¬ 
cients  had  of  India ;  and  of  conft- 
dering  what  is  certain,  what  is  ob¬ 
feure,  and  what  is  fabulous  in  their 
accounts  of  that  remote  country* 
It  is  divided  into  four  fedtions.  In 
the  firft  fedtion,  the  author  treats 
of  the  intereourie  between  Europe 
and  India,  from  the  earlieft  times, 
until  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  bv  the 
Romans.  What  is  faid  in  this  fec- 
tion.,  refpedling  the  tranfadlipns  of 
Alexander  the  Great  with  India, 
and  the  circumftances  that  preceded 
and  followed  them,  is  peculiarly  in¬ 
terefting.  In  the  fecond  fedlion, 

which 
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which  treats  of  thelndian  trade  from 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  Roman  do¬ 
minion  in  Egypt,  to  the  Conqueft 
of  that  kingdom  by  the  Mahome- 
dans,  our  attention  was  particularly 
engaged  by  the  account  of  the  com- 
merce,  wealth,  and  power  of  Pal¬ 
myra.  The  third  feCtion  continues 
the  fame  fubjeCl  from  the  conqueft 
of  Egypt,  t®  the  difcoverv  of  the 
paffage  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Portu- 
sjuefe  dominions  in  the  Eaft.  The 
fourth  feCtion  of  this  narrative,  con- 
liftsof  fuch  general  obfervationsas  na¬ 
turally  refult  from  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
author’s  refearches,  and  ferve  to  illuf- 
trate  many  important  particulars  in 
the  hiftory  of  commerce,  and  its 
revolutions.  To  this  difquifition. 
Dr.  Robertfon  has  added  an  Appen¬ 
dix,  containing  obfervations  on  the 
civil  policy,  the  laws  and  judicial 
proceedings,  the  arts,  the  Iciences, 
and  religious  inftitutions,  of  the  In¬ 
dians  ;  from  which  many  curious 
proofs  may  be  deduced  of  their  early 
cultivation  and  refinement.  The 
notes,  which  are  intended  to  illuf- 
trate  many  of  the  pofitions  in  the 
body  of  the  work  and  the  Appendix, 
are  learned,  inftnnftive,  and  enter¬ 
taining.  From  this  general  account, 
our  readers  will  be  able  to  form 
fome  idea  of  what  they  may  expeCt 
to  meet  with  in  this  hiftorical  dil- 
quifition.  With  refpeCt  to  its  ge¬ 
neral  merits  we  would  obferve,  that 
a  great  variety  of  fatfts  is  collected 
from  books,  ancient  and  modern, 
accompanied  with  much  judicious 
reafoning  and  probable  conjecture; 
which  afford  evidence  of  great  in- 
duftry  arid  patience  of  inveftigation, 
and  happily  illuftrate  many  circum- 
ftances  in  hiftory,  with  which  the 
unlearned  reader  was  but  little  ac¬ 
quainted.  In  the  arrangement  of 
his  materials,  Dr.  Robertfon  ob¬ 
ferve  i  the  fame  method  as  in  his 
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former  compofitions,  which  have 
juftly  acquired  the  author  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  celebrity  as  an  hiftorian. 
He  has  endeavoured  to  keep  hilto- 
rical  narrative  as  much  feparate  as 
poflible  from  fcientific  and  critical 
difeuffion,  by  referving  the  iatter 
for  notes  and  illuftrations.  With 
refpeCl  to  the  ftyle  and  language  of 
the  work,  it  is,  in  general,  like  that 
of  the  author’s  former  productions* 
perfpicuous,  correCf,  and  elegant. 
On  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  pro¬ 
nounce  this  effort  of  Dr.  Robertfon’s 
pen,  to  be  a  very  valuable  aeceflion 
to  Englifli  literature  :  and  are  forry 
for  a  ftrong  infinuation  which  he 
throws  out,  that  he  here  terminates 
his  labours  in  the  field  of  Hiftory, 
which  he  hascultivated  withfo  much 
fuccefs  and  reputation. 

The  next  publication  which  we 
have  to  announce  is  entitled  u  Tranf- 
aCtions  during  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  from  the  Union  to  the  Death  ' 
of  that  Princefs,  by  Charles  Ha¬ 
milton,  efq.”  The  materials  for 
this  work,  as  the  author  informs  us, 
were  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied  by 
manuferipts  of  his  father,  who  was 
the  Ion  of  James,  earl  of  Arran,  af¬ 
terwards  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  of 
lady  Barbara,  third  daughter  of 
Charles  Ii.  by  the  duchefs  of 
Cleveland;  and  who  at  an  early 
age  was  fent  over  to  France,  and 
educated  under  the  dire&ion  of  the 
earl  of  Middleton,  at  that  time  fe- 
cretary  to  James  II.  Brought  up 
in  that  minifter’s  familv.we  are  told 
that  he  was  admitted  to  an  unlimited 
fhare  of  his  confidence,  and  held  (in 
great  confideration  by  the  court  of 
St.  Germain,  until  the  fatal  cataftro- 
phe  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  in 
1718.  If  our  author  had  printed 
the  manuferipts  above  mentioned, 
he  would  have  enabled  the  public  to 
judge,  more  fatisfaCIorilv  than  they 
now  can  do,  of  the  authenticity  of 
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the  information  which  they  are  faid 
to  contain,  and  of  the  fairnefs  of 
his  own  deductions.  At  prefent, 
the  evidence  for  the  chief  circum- 
ftdnces  which  he  vviflies  to  eftablifti, 
is  of  fo  private  a  nature,  that  its 
value  in  a  great  meafure  depends 
upon  Mr.  Hamilton’s  honour  and 
impartiality.  His  obvious  intention, 
however,  is  to  deftroy  the  credit  of 
thofe  great  characters  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  etftCting  the  change  of  go- 
\ eminent  introduced  by  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  in  fup porting  the  fuccef- 
fion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  But 
he  indulges  himftlf  in  fuch  indif- 
criminate  and  grofs  inveCtive,  and 
is  uniformly  influenced  by  fuch  un- 
difguifed  and  glaring  prejudices, 
that  he  affords  little  fupport  to  the 
caufe  which  lie  efpoufes.  And  from 
thefe  circumftances,  we  have  been 
forced  to  withold  our  confidence 
from  many  parts  of  his  narrative, 
which,  othervvife,  we  fhould  have 
confidered  to  be  curious  and  inte- 
refting. 

“  The  Hiftory  of  the  American 
Revolution,  by  David  Ramfay, 
M.  D.  in  2  Vols.”  is  written  by  the 
fame  pen  which  gratified  the  pub¬ 
lic  with  the  “  Hiftory  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  of  South  Carolina,  of  which 
we  took  notice  in  our  Regifter  for 
the  year  1787.  The  events  which 
took  place  during  the  ft  niggle  which 
fecu red  independence  to  America, 
and  which  led  the  way  to  the  revo¬ 
lutions  which  are  taking  pjace  in 
the  oid  world,  are  fufficiently  in  the 
recolieCtion  of  mo  ft  of  our  readers. 
They  are,  however,  related  info  in¬ 
teresting  a  manner  by  our  author, 
that  the  effeCt  produced  on  us  by 
his  work,  was  almoft  the  fame  as  if 
it  had  come  recommended  to  11s 
by  the  charms  of  novelty.  The 
author  appears  to  have  had  accefs 
to  the  beft  foil rces  of  private,  as  well 
as  public,  information.  And  when 
it  is  confidered  that  he  was  an  actor 
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in  the  feenes  which  he”  draws,  he 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  un¬ 
commonly  liberal,  and  impartial. 
His  materials  have  been  well  digeft- 
ed,  are  arranged  with  perfpicuity, 
and  are  illuftrated  by  numerous  pbi- 
lofophical  refections,  and  animated 
deferiptions.  Of  the  different  ac¬ 
counts,  which  we  have  feen  of  the 
origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  revolution,  Dr.  Ramfay fs  bids 
fair  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity 
with  the  ftrongeft  recommendations. 

“  The  fpirit  of  General  Hiftory, 
in  a  Series  of  LeCtures,  from  the 
eighth  to  the  eighteenth  Century, 
&c.  by  the  Rev.  George  Thomp- 
fon,”  is  intended  to  give  fuch  s 
view  of  the  period  under  confideia- 
tion,  as  may  ferve  the  purpofes  of* 
moral  and  political  inftruCtion. 
The  author  does  not  enter  into  a 
minute  detail  of  faCts;  but  endea¬ 
vours  to  mark  the  feVeral  changes 
in  the  manners  of  mankind, 
through  the  different  ftages  of  fo- 
ciety,  the  caufes  which  have  retard¬ 
ed  or  promoted  the  civilization  of 
European  nations,  and  thofe  by 
vrhich  revolutions  in  the  civil  or  re¬ 
ligious  date  of  mankind  have  been, 
effeded.  This  work  is  divided  into 
nine  leCtnres.  The  firft  leCture 
confifts  of  preliminary  obfervations, 
which  form  a  fight  fketch  of  an¬ 
cient  hiftorv.  The  fecond  and 
✓ 

third  lectures  contain  a  view  of 
the  hiftory,  laws,  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  and  religion,  of  the  mo¬ 
dern  nations  of  Europe,  from  the 
time  of  the  diffolution  of  the  Weft- 
ern  Roman  empire,  to  the  end  of 
the  eleventh  century.  In  the  fourth 
leCture,  the  author  prefents  us  with 

a  fketch  of  the  hiftorv  of  the  eaft- 

* 

ern  nations,  during  the  fame  pe¬ 
riod,  of  Mahomet,  his  religion,  and 
fucceflors.  The  fifth  leCture  con¬ 
tinues  the  former  fubjefts  to  the 
end  of  the  thirteenth  century.  In 
the  ftxth  leCture,  the  author  treats 

of 
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of  the  ,  revolutions  m  kingdoms, 
government,  legiflation,  manners, 
religion,  fcience,  and  arts,  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries. 
The  feventh  JeXure  is  wholly  de¬ 
voted  to  the  sixteenth  centurv  :  and 
the  eighth  and  ninth  continue  the 
author’s  plan  to  the  end  of  the  fe- 
venteenth  century.  As  far  as  the 
confined  nature  of  Mr.  Thompfon’s 
work,  and  the  great  variety  of  to¬ 
pics  which  called  for  difcuilion, 
would  admit  of  it,  he  hath  executed 
his  defign  with  confiderable  fuccefs. 
And  if  he  has  not  contributed,  by 
the  profoundnefs  of  his  inveftiga- 
tions,  to  extend  the  boundaries  of 
the  philofophy  of  hiftory,  his  lec¬ 
tures  may  be  confidered  as  an  ufe- 
ful  introduction  to  this  branch  of 
fcience.  His  ltyle,  in  general,  is 
eafy  and  unaffeXed. 

The  u  New  Chronological 
Abridgement  of  the  Hiftory  of  Eng¬ 
land,  from  the  earlieft  Times  to  the 
Acceflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
&c.  by  Charles  Home,  Efq.”  was 
drawn  up  in  imitation  of  the  prefi- 
dent  Henault’s  Hiftory  of  France. 
The  author’s  objeX,  as  he  informs 
us  in  a  well  written  preface,  is  to 
imprefs  upon  the  memory  of  young 
perfons,  the  moft  remarkable  and 
leading  faXs  in  Englifh  hiftory ; 
to  fupply  a  manual  of  it  to  thofe 
who  are  engaged  either  in  the  fea 
or  land  fervice,  and  whofe  library 
mull  neceffarily  be  of  the  moft  con¬ 
tracted  and  portable  kind ;  and  to 
furnifh  other  perfons  with  an  ufe- 
ful  book  of  reference.  On  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  faCts  which  Mr.  Home 
has  feleCted,  his  manner  of  ftating 
them,  and  his  arrangement,  we 
think,  on  the  whole,  that  his  work 
is  a  judicious  and  ufeful  one,  and 
well  adapted  to  the  purpofes  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  Preface.  Some  mif- 
takes  we  met  with  while  peruling 
•it  j  and  more  inftances  of  negli¬ 


gence  and  colloquial  vulgarifm, 
which  are  not  pardonable  even  in  a 
chronological  abridgement. 

The  “  Sketch  of  the  Reign  of 
George  the  Third,  from  17S0,  to 
the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1790,”  is  ra¬ 
ther  to  be  confidered  as  panegyric 
than  hiftory.  As  a  folution  of  the 
caufes  which  have  produced  the 
memorable  events  and  changes  of 
that  period,  particularly,  as  affeX- 
ing  this  country,  it  will  be  fatisfac- 
tory  only  to  thofe  who  hold  the 
fame  political  opinions  with  the 
author.  What  thefe  are  our  read¬ 
ers  will  underftand  when  we  inform 
them,  that  the  meafures  of  the  ex¬ 
iting  adminiftration,  and  the  mi- 
nifter  who  direXs  the  helm  of  go¬ 
vernment,  are  the  fubjeXs  of  his 
warm  and  unqualified  eulogium. 
The  language  of  this  publication  is, 
in  general,  animated  and  beautiful ; 
but  too  metaphorical  and  florid  for 
the  fober  ftyle  of  hiftory. 

The  “  Concife  Hiftory  of  France, 
from  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Mo¬ 
narchy  to  the  prefent  time,  by  M. 
des  Carrieres,  in  2  Vols.”  is  written 
both  in  French  and  Englifh,  on  op- 
pofite  pages.  It  is  an  avowed  com¬ 
pilation  from  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  French  hiftorians,  particularly 
the  works  of  M.  Abbe  Millot, 
whofe  hiftorical  reflexions  are  well 
known  to  be  inftruXive  and  excel¬ 
lent.  Juftice  to  M.  des  Carrieres 
obliges  us  to  fay,  that  his  abridge¬ 
ment  is  executed,  on  the  whole, 
with  care  and  judgment ;  that  the 
refleXions  of  his  own  which  are 
introduced,  are  fenfible  and  libe¬ 
ral  ;  and  that  his  language,  if  we 
except  fome  inftances  in  which  he 
adheres  too  much  to  the  idiom  of 
his  native  tongue,  is  correX,  eafy, 
and  fometimes  elegant.  The  pe¬ 
riod  at  which  this  hiftory  clofes  is, 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
But  the  author  intends,  in  a  fubfe- 

quent 
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inert  volume,  to  continue  it  to  the 
prefent  times. 

In  our  View  of  the  Foreign  Lite- 
nature  of  the  year  lyBy,  we  an¬ 
nounced  the  publication  of  M.  An* 
quetill’s  u  Memoirs  of  the  Court 
of  France,  and  the  Regency  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.”  Of  this  work 
we  fpake,  as  a  mod  interefting  and 
entertaining  one,  affording  even  to 
thofe  who  are  not  unacquainted  with 
the  hiftories,  memoirs,  and  anec¬ 
dotes,  relative  to  that  bufy  and  in¬ 
triguing  period,  new  ftores  of  in¬ 
formation  and  amufement.  The 
Englifh  reader  has  it  now  in  his 
power  to  judge  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  that  work,  which  has 
been  tranllated  from  the  French,  in 
two  volumes.  With  refpeCt  to  this 
verfion  we  have  only  to  obferve, 
that  it  appears  to  be  rendered  with 
fidelity  and  fpirit. 

“  The  Crimes  of  the  Kings  of 
France,  from  Clovis  to  Louis  XVI. 
translated  from  the  French,  by  I. 
Trapp,  A.  M.”  is  a  publication 
which  prefents  the  reader  with  fome 
of  the  raoft  fhocking  pictures  of 
enormity,  vice,  and  guilt,  that  the 
human  eye  hath  even  beheld.  It  is, 
however,  a  painful  confideration, 
that  they  are  drawn  from  characters 
who  have  really  exifted.  fl  he 
truth  of  the  faCts  which  the  author 
has  collected,  is  eftablifhed  by  the 
teitimony  of  undoubted  and  impar¬ 
tial  hiftory  ;  and  he  has  paid  a  pro¬ 
per  tribute  to  juftice  and  to  huma¬ 
nity,  in  expoling  them  to  general 
view  and  abhorrence.  Freemen  will 
learn  from  them  how  highly  they 
ought  to  prize  their  liberties  ;  and 
with  what  jealoully  they  fhould 
guard  againft  the  leaf!  approaches  to¬ 
wards  that  defpotilm,  which  has  pro- 
duced  fo  much  mifery  and  wretch- 
nefs  in  the  world.  And  to  kings 
they  teach  this  important  leffon, 
that  to-be  happy  in  themfelves,  be- 
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loved  by  their  people,  and  refpeded 
by  pofterity,  they  mu  ft  be  virtuous, 
refpeCt  liberty,  and,  inftead  of  in¬ 
dulging  their  ambition,  or  other 
paflions,  m  ake  the  eafe  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  people  the  principal 
objeCf  of  their  care. 

1  he  “  Enquiry  into  the  Truth  of 
the  Tradition  concerning  the  Difco- 
very  of  America,  bv  Prince  Madog 
ab  Owen  Gwynedd,  about  the  Year 
1170,  by  John  Williams,  L  L.  D.” 
is  defigned  to  Controvert  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  lord  Lyttleton,  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon,  and  other  modern  hifto- 
rians,  who  have  contended  againft 
the  probability  of  the  event  referred 
to  in  the  title-page  ;  and  to  eftab- 
lifh  the  claim  of  the  ancient  Bri¬ 
tons  to  be  the  difcoverers  of  the  new 
world.  In  purfuing  his  objeCt, 
Dr.  Williams  has  with  great  induf- 

trv  colle&ed  whatever  information 
✓ 

could  be  obtained  on  this  difficult 
fubjeCt,  and  fupported  the  fide  of  the 
queftion  which  he  efpoufes,  in  a 
manner  that  will  be  found  intereft- 
ing  and  entertaining  to  the  curious 
and  inquifitive  reader.  Should  it 
be  proved,  on  enquiry,  that  a  tribe 
of  Indians  exifts  in  America,  who 
fpeak  the  ancient  Britifh  language, 
as  many  modem  travellers  affert, 
the  doctor’s  arguments  would  be  ir- 
refiftible.  „ 

Sir  John  Sinclair’s  u  Statiftical 
Account  of  Scotland,  drawn  up 
from  the  Communications  of  the 
Minifters  of  the  Different-Rarifhes, 
in  2  Vols.’’  is  part  of  a  work  which 
the  worthy  baronet  has  undertaken 
from  the  moft  patriotic  motives,  and 
which  promifes  to  be  a  repofitory 
of  much  ufeful,  as  well  as  curious 
■information.  About  twelve  months 
before  the  date  of  this  publication^ 
fir  John  circulated,  among  the  cler¬ 
gy  of  Scotland,  a  variety  of  queries 
for  elucidating  the  natural  and  po¬ 
litical  hiftory  of  the  country,  rela- 
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five  to  the  names  of  their  refpedive  that  has  ever  vet  appeared  for  poll* 
panhies,  their  fttuation,  furface,  air,  tical  fpeculation.” 
population,  cultivation  and  produce,  “  Scotland  Delineated,  or  a  Geo- 
manufactures,  wages,  prices,  poor,  graphical  Defcription  of  every  Shire 
lent  of  land,.  churches  and  their  in  Scotland,  including  the  Northern 
Inpends,  mineral  fpririgs,  and  and  Weftern  Hies,  with  fome  Ac- 
roads ;  manners,  cuftoms,  and  mif-  count  of  the  Curiofities,  Antiqui- 
cellaneous  obfervations  including  ties,  and  prefent  State  of  the  Coun- 
antiquities.  His  original  idea  was,  try,”  is  a  publication  which  was 
to  have  drawn  up,  from  their  re-  drawn  up  in  imitation  of  Dr.  Ai- 
tuins,  a  general  ftatiftical  view  of  kin’s  work,  entitled  44  England  De- 
iNorth  Britain,  without  any  parti-  Hneated,”  with  the  view  of  com- 
cular  reference  to  parochial  diftrids.  pleting,  on  a  plan  nearly  fimilar, 
ut  he  loti nd  fo  much  merit  and  a  defcription  of  the  whole  of  Great 
a  i  ttv,  and  fo  many  ufeful  fails  Britain.  We  recommend  this  pub- 
and  important  obfervations,  in  the  lication,  as  an  intelligent  and  ufe- 
aniwers  that  were  fent  to  him,  that  ful  one,  and  what  is  particularly 
fre  could  not  think  of  depriving  the  adapted  to  the  information  and  en- 
c  ergy  0i  the  ci  edit  they  were  entitled  tertainment  of  young  perfons,  for 
to  derive  from  fuch  laborious  exer-  whofe’ufe  it  \s  chiefly  intended, 
tions  ;  and  he  was  induced  to  give  The  authorities  which  the  author 
tne  wo1  k  in  its  prefent  fliape  of  a  has  confulted,  are  the  lateft  and 
collednon  or  their  refpectiye  papers,  bed:  that  could  be  obtained  ,*  and  he 
Whether  the  fame  plan  is  to  be  has  alfo,  as  well  as  Dr.  Aikin,  had 
peneyeied  m,  or  whether  more  re*  the  afiiftance  of  valuable  private  cor- 
giuanty  and.  connexion  are  to  be  refpondents,  in  rendering  his  work 
attended  to  in  future,  will  depend  more  perfect.  To  this  volume  there 
on  the  unanimity  and  difpatch  with  is  prefixed  a  map  of  Scotland,  and 
which  the  clergy  tranfmit  the  ne-  of  the  iflands,  copied  from  Ainf- 
Hilary  information  to  the  authpr.  lie’s,  publiihed  in  1789,  from  an 
I  his  account  of  the  nature  and  de-  adual  furvey. 
fign  of  the  s work,  which  we  have  “  The  Hiftory  of  the  Ifland  of 
t  irtwn  fiorn  tne  preface,  wifi  fuffi-  Dominica,  containing  a  Defcription 
ciently  appiize  our  readers  of  what  of  its  Situation,  Extent,  Climate, 
tnty  may  expect  to  meet  with  in  it,  Mountains,  Rivers,  Natural  Pro- 
arid  of  the  great  utility  of  fuch  a  dudions,  &c.  by  Thomas  Atwood,” 
pictn,  in  uifruung  information,  and  was  written  with  the  view  of  dired- 
muprovement  .  over  the  country,  fug  the  attention  of  government 
find,  considering  the  extent  to  which  and  the  public,  to  a  part  of  our 
it.  ia  meant  to  be  carried,  we  do  Weft  India  pofteffions,  which,  not- 
not  he,  date  in  fubfrt  ibing  to  the  withftanding  that  it  is  diftinguiftied 
oblet  vat  ion  of  Mr.  Dempfter,  “  that  by  fome  peculiar  advantages,  and 
no  publication  of  equal  informa-  capable  of  being  rendered  exceed- 
uon  and  cunofity  has  appeared  in  ingly  profitable  to  the  mother 
Gieat  biitain  fince  Doomfday-  country,  has  been  too  much  neg- 
00k  ;  and  that  from  the  ample  Ieded.  This  hiftory  is  drawn  up 
anc  authentic  fads  which  it  re-  in  a  plain  and  perfpicuous  manner, 
coic,5,  it  muft  be  reforted  to  by  and  is,  apparently,  accurate  and 
l\tUie  ftatefman,  philofopher,  faithful.  The  author’s  obferVa- 
and  divine,  as  the  belt  bafts  that  tions  on  the  natural  hiftory,  and  tbs' 
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Commerce  of  the  ifland,  contain 
many  interefling  particulars;  and 
his  account  of  its  capture  by  the 
French,  during  the  late  war,  and 
their  conduct  while  in  pofleffion  of 
it,  is  minute  and  circumftantial, 

/  The  «  Narrative  of  the  Lofs  of 
the  Grofvenor  Eaft  Iridiaman,’  &c. 
Compiled  from  the  Examination  of 
John  Hynes,  by  Mr.  George  Car- 
ter,”  contains  little,  if  any  authen¬ 
tic  matter,  relative  to  that  melan- 
Cholly  event,  which  was  not  before 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  public, 
The  ftory,  however,  which  with  all 
its  known  circumftances  was  ori¬ 
ginally  confined  within  a  narrow 
compafs,  our  author’s  induftry  has 
dilated  to  the  fize  of  an  odtavo  vo¬ 
lume.  This  he  has  done,  partlv, 
by  epifodes  relative  to  the  country 
!  and  its  inhabitants,  extracted  from 
|  Paterfon  and  Vaillant,  and,  partly, 

|  by  his  own  reflettiohs  and  remarks. 
Copper-plates  defcriptive  of  the 
cataftrophe,  and  engraved  from 
Mr.  Carter’s  defigns*  embellifli  the 
I  narrative. 

The  “  Narrative  of  the  Building, 

|  and  a  Defcripton  of  the  Conftruc- 
tion  of  the  EdyftoneLighthoufe  with 
Stone,  &c.  by  John  Smeaton,  Civil 
Engineer,  F.R.S.  Imperial  Folio”, 
is  a  well  written  and  interefting 
work,  for  which  the  public  in  gene¬ 
ral,  as  well  as  men  of  fcience,  are 
much  indebted  to  the  ingenious 
author.  The  fubjedt  of  it  is  very 
uncommon,  and  important  in  a 
national  view ;  and  the  athor’s  de¬ 
tails  highly  inftruftive  and  en¬ 
tertaining;  and  written  with  per- 
fpicuity  and  precifion.  In  an  ap¬ 
pendix,  Mr.  Smeaton  has  given  an 
account  of  the  light-houfe  on 
Spurn-point,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Humber,  which  Was 
ere&ed  under  his  infpe&ion.  This 
fplendid  work  is  illuflrated  by  twen¬ 
ty  two  plates,  which  are  entitled 
to  much  commmendation ;  among 
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which  are  reprefehtations  of  the  fe- 
veral  light-houles,  that  have  been 
eiedted  on  the  Edyftonc  rocks,  and 
an  elevation  and  fedtion  of  that 
built  on  Spurn-point. 

The  «  Hiflorical  Report  on 
Kamtgate  Harbour,  written  by  or¬ 
der  of,  and  add  refled  to  the  Triif- 
tees”  by  the  fame  author,  ispubliffi- 
ed  with  a  view  to  inform  the  world 
of  the  improved  Rate  of  Ramfgate 
haiboui  ;  and  alfo  of  the  unexpedt- 
ed  difficulties  which  occurred  in  the 
progrefs  and  adlual  execution  of 
that  long  defired  eflablifhmenh 
This  Hiflorical  Report  we  have  read 
with  confiderable  pleafure  ;  and  we 
warmly  recommend  the  perufal  of 
it,  in  order  that  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  that  great  national 
work  may  be  univerfally  under* 
flood.  In  the  conclufion  the  author 
flates,  that  evidence  can  be  produ¬ 
ced,  that  the  harbour  has  been,  this 
winter,  the  means  of  faffing  a  great 
many  fliips  and  veffds,  and  property 
to  the  amount  of  between  two  aiid 
th:ee  hundred  thoiifan’d  pounds* 
T\ith  a  great  number  of  valuable 
lives,  which  otherwife  would  have 
been  driven  on  the  flats  and  rocks, 
and  in  ail  piobability  loft.  Since 
the  publication  of  this  work,  we 
have  feen  a  flatement  which  aflerts, 
on  good  grounds,  that  from  the 
commencement  of  the  work,  above 
eight,  thoufand  lives  have  been  faved 
by  the  conftrudiion  of  this  artificial 
harbour,  and  property  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  four  millions. 

Intimately  connected  with  hifio- 
ry  are  thofe  branches  of  the  fine 
ai  ts  which  aflifl  in  developing  tracts 
of  the  religion,  manners,  hiflorv, 
or  tafte  of  former  ages ;  or  which 
are  defigned  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  extraordinary  perfons, 
and  of  fignal’  events  in  modern 
times.  Among  other  branches,  that 
of  engraving  was  pradtifed  in  very 
early  times ;  and  the  precious  re- 
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mains  of  the  artifts  of  antiquity,  in 
t h i  line,  comnofe  fome  of  the  rich- 
eft  treafures  in  the  moft:  celebrated 
modern  cabinets.  The  number, 
however,  of  thefe  remains,  especial¬ 
ly  of  fuch  as  are  of  the  moft  eiegant 
workmanfhip,  or  in  a  perfect  ftate 
of  prefervation,  is  comparative'y, 
but  fmall.  It  has,  therefore,  for 
many  years,  been  the  employment 
of  ingenious  artifts  to  copy  fcarce 
and  valuable-gems ;  which,  in  many 
inftances,  has  been  done  with  fuch 
an  aftonifliing  degree  of  accuracy 
and  perfection,  that  it  is  not  an  eafy 
matter  to  diftinguifh  them  from 
the  originals.  Among  modern  ar¬ 
tifts,  Mr.'  Taffie  is  entitled  to  diftin- 
guifhed  fame  ;  and  his  well  known 
and  univerfal  admired  collection  is 
unrivalled,  whether  we  confider  the 
number  or  the  excellence  of  the 
articles.  Thole  of  our  readers  who 
wifti  for  a  particular  account  and 
explanation  of  thofe  articles,  have 
it  now  in  their  power  to  confult 
“  a  Defcriptive  Catalogue  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  Collection  of  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  Engraved  Gems,  Cameos  as 
well  as  Intaglios,  t;  ken  from  the 
moft  celebrated  Cabinets  in  Eu¬ 
rope  4  caft  in  coloured  Faftes,  white 
Enamel  and  Sulphur,  by  James 
Taffie,  Modeller ;  arranged  and 
defcribed  by  R.E.  Rafpe,  and  ill 
unrated  with  C  opper-plates,  &c.  in 
2V0IS.  to.’’  in  French  and  Englifh. 

.  #  vJ> 

This  catalogue  is  arranged  in  a  ft - 
milar  manner  with  that  of  the  Ab¬ 
be  Winckelmann,  which  defcribes 
baron  Stofrh’s  collection.  It  is 
divided  into  rwo  chftls.  The  fir  ft 
clafs  conftfts  of  Egvptain  coins,  in¬ 
cluding  hieorog  yphic  infcriptions, 
and  hieroglyphic  figures  or  fy na¬ 
bob  ;  Abraxas  a;d  Talifmans,  of 
the  Gnoftics,  Bafilideans,  &c,  Per- 
fepolita a  and  Parthian  coins ;  Mi- 
tbriac  lions ;  Indian,  Arabic,  and 
Perftan  engravings ;  and  Greek  and 


Roman  coins  relating  to  fubjedts  m 
mythology,  the  fables  of  the  he¬ 
roes,  hiftory,  and  to  mifcellaneous 
fubjedts.  The  fecond  clafs  contains 
modern  engravings,  relating  to 
the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  faints, 
and  legendary  fubjedts ;  together  with 
poi  traits  of  fovereigns  and  celebrat¬ 
ed  charadters,  unknown  heads,  and 
devices,  and  micellaneous  coins.  In 
an  introductory  difcourfe  to  thefe 
volumes,  and  in  h-s  defcriptions 
and  explanations,  Mr.  Rafpe  difi- 
covers  a  confidetable  {hare  of 
knowledge,  claffical  learning,  and 
acquaintance  with  the  comments 
and  opinions  of  other  writers  who 
have  engaged  in  fimilar  talks  :  but 
we  cannot  entirely  acquit  him  of 
errors  and  grofs  improprieties.  The 
plates  which  iilufirate  his  defrip- 
tions  are  fiftv-feven  in  number,  and 
are  executed  with'  great  accuracy 
and  elegance.  To  the  claffical 
fcholar,  the  hiftorian,  and.  .the 
admirer  of  the  fine  arts,  we  can 
pro-mife  much  pleafure  and  enter¬ 
tainment  from  the  perufal  of  thefe 
volumes. 

Among  the  biographical  publi¬ 
cations  of  the  year,  the  firfi  which 
we  have  to  announce  is  u  the  Life 
of  Samuel  Johnfon,  L.L.D.  com¬ 
prehending  an  Account  of'  his  Stu¬ 
dies  and  numerous  Works,  in  Chro¬ 
nological  Order,  a  Series  of  his  F.pifto- 
la  y  Corrfepondence  and  Converfa- 
tions  with  many  eminent  Perforis, 
and  various  Original  Pieces  of  his  j 
Compofition,  never  before  publ  tilled,  j 
&c.  by  James  Bol well  Efq.  in  2-vols. 
4to.r”  Of  Dr.  John  foil’s  character 
we  have  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  expreffing  our  opinion  in  the-, 
courfe  of  our  periodical  labours,  j 
Our  prefent  attenrion,  therefore, 
muft  be  confined  to  Mr.  BofweJPs 
life  of  that  extraordinary  man,  as  , 
a  bicgi  apnical  production.  Of  the 
form  of  this  voluminous  and.  very 
4  mif* 
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mifcellaneous  work,  we  cannot, 
perhaps,  give  our  readers  a  better 
idea, than  by  adoptingthe  wordsof  the 
author.  “  indead,”  fa  vs  he,  of  melt- 
in*  down  my  materials  into  one  mafs, 
and  coriftantly  fpeaking  in  my  own 
perfon,  bv  which  ;  might  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  more  merit  in  the 
execution  of  the  vork,  I  refolved 
to  adopt  and  enlarge  upon  the  ex¬ 
cellent  plan  of  Mr.  Mafon,  in  his 
memoirs  of  Gray.  Whatever  nar¬ 
rative  is  necedary  to  explain,  con¬ 
nect,  and  fupply,  I  furnifh  it,  to  the 
befl  of  my  ability,  but  in  the  chro¬ 
nological  feiies  of  Johnfon’s  life, 
which  1  trace  as  didinblly  as  1  can, 
year  by  year,  I  produce,  wherever 
it  is  in  my  power,  his  own  minutes, 
letters,  or  converfation,  being  con¬ 
vince.!  that  this  mode  is  more  live¬ 
ly,  and  will  make  my  reader  better 
acquainted  with  him,  than  even 
mod;  of  thofe  were  who  actually 
knew  him,  but  could  only  know 
him  partially ;  whereas,  there  is 
here  an  accumulation  of  intelligence 
[from  various  points,  by  whi  h  his 
character  is  more  fully  underdood 
•and  illudrated.”  •  With  refpebt  to 
the  advantages  which  Mr.  Bofwell 
podeded  for  engaging  in  fuch  a 
work,  it  fliould  be  recollected,  that 
he  was  united  to  Dr.  Johnfon  in 
the  intimacy  of  frienddiip  for  more 
than  twenty  years ;  that  he  had  the 
fcheme  of  writing  his  life  conftant- 
ly  in  view,  of  which  circumftance 
the  dobtor  was  apprifed,  and  from 
time  to  time,  while  our  author  paid 
him  a  conftant  and  abiduous  atten¬ 
tion,  fatisficd  his  enquiries  by  com¬ 
municating  to  him  different  inci¬ 
dents  of  his  life  ;  and  that  he  has 
been  favoured  with  the  mod  li¬ 
beral  communications  of  many 
other  intimate  friends  of  the  doc¬ 
tor’s.  Thefe  advantages  Mr.  Bof¬ 
well  has  employed  in  a  manner 
which  has  afforded  us  condderable 


entertainment;  while  at  the,  fame 
ti  e,  we  are  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  his  woik  is  rendered  unnef- 
fari  y  tedious  and  prolix  by  the  too 
frequent  infertions  of  Unintered- 
ing  converfation,  and  of  trilling 
anerdotes  and  remarks.  With  re- 
fpebl  to  the  freedom  in  which  he 
hath  indulged  hlmfelf  of  mention¬ 
ing  fa  bis, ‘  and  of  detailing  private 
converfation,  which  can  afford  no 
gratification  to  his  readers,  but  may 
injure  the  feelings  of  living  charac¬ 
ters,  we  confider  it  to  be  highly  re- 
prehendble.  The  picture  which 
the  author  has  drawn  of  his  hero, 

is,  upon  the  whole,  an  accurate  and 
juft  one-;  notwithftanding  that  the 
partiality  of  frienddiip  hath  occa¬ 
sioned  him  to  give  a  colouring  to 

it,  which,  many  will  contend,  rend¬ 
ers  it  a  too  battering  Jikenefs. 
The  dyle  and  language  of  this 
work,  with  a  few  exceptions,  ate 
plain,  unafFebted,  and  perfpicuous. 

The  next  publication  which  we 
fhall  introduce  to  our  readers  is, 
an  “  Ebay  on  the  Life  and  Cha- 
rabter  of  John  Lord  Somers,  Baron 
of  Evediam  ;  alfo  a  Sketch  of  an 
Ebay  on  the  Life  nd  Charabter  of 
Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke;  propofed 
to  be  infer  ted  in  a  compendious 
Hi  dory  of  Worcederdiire,  by  R. 
Cook  fey,  efq.”  With  refpebl  to 
the  public  life  of  lord  Somers,  but 
little  is  raid  in  this  ebay.  What  is 
chiefly  intereding  in  it  is,  the  ac¬ 
count  of  t  .e  family  of  Somers,  and 
their  mode  of  living  at  the  White 
Ladies,  a  religious  houfe  in  Wor- 
ceder,  and  the  connexions  formed 
by  Mr.  Somers  in  early  life.  In 
his  attempt  to  prove  that  Mr.  Som¬ 
ers  was  the  author  of  the  Tale  of  a 
T ub,  fo  generally  attributed  to 
Dr.  Swift,  we  think  that  Mr.  Cook- 
fey  is  greatly  dedcient.  To  this 
ebay  are  added,  a  lid  of  lord  Som- 
er’s  writings,  epitaphs  ,of  his  fa- 
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nftly,  &c.  letters,  and  other  extracts 
from  manufcripts  and  printed  books. 
The  Sketch  of  an  Effay  on  the  Life 
and  Character  of  lord  Hardwicke, 
is  chiefly  recommended  by  the  en- 
fertion  of  two  letters ;  one  from 
Mr.  Bentham,  a  refpe&able  lawyer 
of  80  years  old,  Who  .knew  his  lord- 
ftiip  well,  and  the  other  from  a  cor- 
relpoijdent  who  chufes  that  his 
name  fhall  be  concealed.  Thefe 
letters  exhibit  very  different  pictures 
of  lord  Hardwicke  :  but  which  of 
them  approaches  neareft  to  nature, 
we  will  not  take  upon  ourfelves  to 
determine  without  farther  informa¬ 
tion.  "Mr.  Cookfey  will,  doubtlefs, 
yender  thefe'  biographical  fketches 
more  regular  and  complete,  before 
they  are  inferted  in  his  projected 
hiftory. 

The  “  View  of  the  Character 
and  Public  Services  of  the  late  John 
Howard,  efq.  LL.D.  F.  R.  S.  by 
John  Aikin,  M.  D.”  is  a  biographi¬ 
cal  publication  of  confiderable  me¬ 
rit  ;  and  which  will  be  read  with 
pleafure  by  every  perfon  who  has 
admired  the  actions  of  that  cele- 
'  brated  philanthropift.  Hr.  Ai  kin’s 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Howard  was  de¬ 
rived  from  a  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  him,  and  a  long  continued 
intercourfe  of  intimate  friendfhip. 
After  a  particular  and  accurate  ac¬ 
count  of  hi$  private  life,  our  biogra¬ 
pher  relates,  in  chronological  order, 
his  various  movements  as  a  public 
character;  and  the  meafures  of  ge¬ 
neral  utility  in  which  he  engaged, 
with  a  diftntereifted  and  perfeveffpg 
fortitude,  of  which  the  world  can 
boaft  few  examples.  This  relation 
is  accompanied  with  judicious  ana¬ 
lyses  of  hi$  different  publications, 
and  a  variety  of  incidental  reflec¬ 
tions  and  remarks,  which  do  credit 
to  the  author’s  knowledge  of  the 
world,  to  his  candour,  and  to  his  hu¬ 
manity.  The  character  of  Mr. 


Howard,  with  which  Dr.  Aikin 
concludes  his  book,  is  drawn  with 
equal  judgment  and  impartiality. 
As  a  compofiticn,  this  work  is  cor¬ 
rect,  unaffected,  and  elegant. 

“  The  Eulogies  of  Howard,  a 
Vifion,”  are  alfo  a  proper  tribute 
of  refpeCt  to  the  memory  of  that 
excellent  man..  In  this'  work  the 
author  reprefents  himfelf  as  intro-  ■ 
duced,  in  a  vifion  .  by  affection  and 
fenfibility,  to  the  paradife  of  true 
glory,  over  which  gratitude  and 
admiration  prefide.  In  this  para¬ 
dife  he  finds  three  magnificent 
ftruCtures,  devoted  to  the  profeflions 
of  law,  medicine,  and  theology  ; 
in  which  panegyrics  are  accuftomed 
to  be  pronounced  on  diftinguifhed 
characters.  The  elegant  and  ani¬ 
mated  eulogies  which  compofe  this 
little  volume,  he  reprefents  to  have 
been  delivered  by  the  prefidents 
of  each,  at  numerous  meetings  to 
which  he  was  introduced  by  his 
guides. 

The  “  Memoirs  of  the  late  Rev. 
John  Wefiey,  A.  M.  with  a  Review 
of  his  Life  and  Writings,  and  a 
Iliftory  of  Methodifm,  from  its 
Commencement  in  1729,  to  the 
prefent  Time,  by  John  Hampfon, 
A.  B.  in  3  Vols.”  were  written, 
principally,  during  the  life  of  the 
celebrated  fubjeCt  of  them,  and  fj- 
niftied  ftnee  his  death.  Mr.  Hamp¬ 
fon  feems  to  have  fpared  no  pains 
to  acquire  information  concerning 
this  father  of  the  methodiftic  feCt, 
and  the  people  with  whom  lie  affo- 
ciated.  He  has  diligently  read  Mr. 
Weftey’s  writings  in  general,  par¬ 
ticularly  his  fermons,  journals,  and 
controverfial  pieces ;  the  corref- 
pondence  between  the  family  of1  the 
Wefleys  and  others,  from  1724 
to  1739;  and  he  has  availed  him¬ 
felf,  likewife,  of  the  .  advantage  of 
much  private  information.  With 
thefe  aids,  he  lias  with  great  induf- 
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try  compofed  a  judicious  and  inter- 
efting  narrative,  for  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  is  much  indebted  to  him.  We 
believe  that  he  hath  endeavoured 
to  draw  a  picture  which  thou  Id  be, 
as  nearly  as  pollible,  44  a  juft  tranf- 
cript  of  truth  and  nature.”  As 
far  as  our  information  will  enable 
us  to  determine,  he  is  faithful  and 
impartial.  Many  of  his  remarks 
difcover  him  to  be  po defied  of  a 
liberal  and  well-informed  mind ; 
and,  together  with  his  attention  to 
the  reccommendations  of  arrange¬ 
ment  and  ftyie,  entitle  him  to  a  re~ 
fpedtable  rattle  among  ..the  biogra¬ 
phers  of  the  age. 

The  44  Account  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Thomas  Day,  efq.  by 
i  James  Keir,  efq.”  contains  a  view 
|  of  the  opinions,  principles,  and  dif- 
pofitions  of  a  man  of  exemplary 
private  manners,  of  unimpeachable 
public  virtue,  of  great  ftrength  of 
mind  and  conftitutional  knowledge, 
and  a  fteady  friendfhip  to  the  rights 
and  happinefs  of  mankind.  His 
|  excellent  and  entertaining  book,  en¬ 
titled  Sandford  and  Merton,  has 
given  him  an  eftablifhed  fame  as 
the  friend  of  the  riling  generation. 
Mr.  Keir  appears  to  have  had  a 
fufficient  knowledge  of  Mr.  Day,  to 
appreciate  his  charafter  with  ac¬ 
curacy  and  juft  difci'imi nation ; 
and  his  account  of  it  abounds  in 
judicious  and  ufeful  obfervations. 

The  44  Sketch  of  the  Life  and 
Projects  of  John  Law,  of  Laurifton, 
Comptroller  General  of  the  Fi¬ 
nances  in  France,”  is  an  ipterefting 
and  pleafing  piece  of  biography, 
which  contains  ample  matter  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  reader. 
The  hero  of  this  produTion,  is  well 
known  to  have  been  one  of  the 
moft  extraordinary  characters  of 
modern  times ;  and  an  attention 
to  the  rircumftances  of  his  life,  as 
g  financier,  may  afford  feafonablead* 
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monition  to  the  politicians  of  the 
prefent  day.  This  work,  we  ,are 
informed,  is  only  a  part  of  a  larger 
work  intended  for  the  prefs,  entitled 
44  a  Topographical  Defcription  of 
theParifn  of  Cramond,”  in  which  the 
author  promifes  a  variety  of  bio¬ 
graphical  anecdotes  relative  to  emi¬ 
nent  and  diftinguifhed  men,  which, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  fpecimen. 
before  us,  cannot  fail  of  proving 
acceptable  to  the  public. 

Tbofe  Englifh  readers  whole  cu¬ 
riofity  was  excited  by  the  account 
which  we  gave  of  the  44  Memoirs 
of  the  Duke  de  Richlieu,  &c.”  in 
our  view  of  the  literature  of  France 
for  the  year  1790,  are  now  prefent- 
ed  with  an  opportunity  of  gratify¬ 
ing  that  paftion  :  as  that  work  has 
been  tranflated  into  their  native 
language,  by  a  perfon  who  appears 
to  have  had  the  proper  requifites  for 
fuch  an  undertaking. 

The  44  Secret  Memoirs  of  Robert 
Count  de  Parades,  written  by  him- 
felf,  on  coming  out  of  the  Baftile,’'’ 
are  a  tranflation  from  the  French,  of 
what  appears  to  be  an  authentic 
account  of  the  honourable  tranfac- 
tions  of  a  French  fpy  in  England,- 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  late  war: 
authentic  we  mean  with  regard  to 
the  general  circumftances  of  his 
being  employed  in  that  capacity  by 
the  court  of  France,  and  of  his 
fuccefs  in  obtaining;  information 
prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  this 
country.  We  hefitate,  however,  at 
admitting  feme  of  the  fa6ts  which 
he  relates :  and  wifti  to  be  incre¬ 
dulous,  when  we  find  him  endea¬ 
vouring  to  involve  a  number  of  per- 
fons  in  our  public  offices,  in  the 
crime  of  the  bafeft  and  moft  profli¬ 
gate  treachery. 

The  44  Sketch  of  the  Character 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Denmark,  &c.”  contains  a  plea¬ 
ting  view  of  the  talents  and  diff 
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pohtion  of  the  heir  apparent  to  that  which  artful  impofture  can  pra^ife  ' 
monarchy  ;  who,  if  we  may  truft  on  the  weak  and  credulous,  will  re- 
to  general  report,  promifes  fair  to  ceive  conliderable  entertainment 
employ  the  influence  of  the  crown,  from  the  perufal  of\  this  volume, 
in  diffufing  knowledge,  literature.  We  fliall  only  add,  that  the  crimes 
and  liberty,  among  the  enflaved  of  which  Balfamo  had  been  guilty 
peafants  of  an  arbitrary  govern-  agaiuft  fociety,  were  not  the  alledged 
ment.  Confidering  thefe  to  be  his  motives  for  the  fentence  of  perpe- 
views,  our  ingenious  author,  who  tual  imprifonment,  which  his  Ro- 
appears  to  be  a  foreigner,  is  un-  man  judges  palled  on  him,  but, 
bounded  in  the  applaufe  which  he  to  their  eternal  difgrace,  the  practice 
beftows  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  eulogy,  of  free  mafonry.  In  the  ecclefiaf- 
But  what  13  principally  curious  and  tie ai  hate,  whoever  can  be  convidt- 
interefling  in  this  publication  is,  the  ed  of  performing  the  myfteries  of 
review  which  it  gives  of  the  pre-  that  innocent,  and  benevolent  in* 
fent  date  of  literature,  and  the  po  ftitution,  is  deemed  guilty  of  capi- 
Jite  arts  in  Denmark  ;  and  the  tal  felony. 

anecdotes  which  it  contains  of  the  The  “  Memoirs  of  the  firftforty- 
illudrious  characters  which  adorn  five  Years  of  the  Life  of  James 
that  kingdom.  Lackington,  the  prefent  Bookfeller 

The  “Authentic  Memoirs  and  in  Chifvvell  Street,  Moorfields,  L  On- 
Sufferings  of  Dr.  William  Stahl,  a  don,  written  by  himfelf,”  relate 
German  Phyflcian,  written  by  him-  the  author's  progrefs  through  life, 
felf,  at  his  Enlargement  in  1789,  from  the  fituation  of  a  journeyman 
tranflated  from  the  German,”  con-  fhoemaker,  to  that  of  a  bookfel- 
tain  an  a  (feeding  and  interefling  ler  who,  if  we  may  credit  his  own 
narrative  of  the  cruelties  which  the  declaration,  receives  annual  profits 
author  underwent,  from  the  inqui-  from  his  bufinefs  to  the  amount  of 
litiori  at  Goa,  which  muff  fliock  four  thoufand  pounds.  Two  mo- 
every  humane  and  feeling  bread:,  tives  feem  to  have  predominated  in 
Surely  the  mod  bigotted  1  ortuguefe  the  author’s  mind,  when  he  deter- 
will  not  be  long  before  he  follows  mined  to  write  thefe  memoirs:  va- 
the  example  of  his.  more  enlight-  nity,  and  intereff.  For  the  firft, 
ened  catholic  brethren,  who  have  manyallowances  will  be  made,  when 
emancipated  themfelves  from  the  the  luprifing  change  in  his  circum- 
fhaekles  of  that  tyrannical  and  impi-  dances  is  confidered.  The  latter  is 
ous  inditution!  the  life  of  all  trade;  and  judifies 

“The  Life  of  Jofeph  Balfamo,  the  author  in  publifhing  this  volume 
commonly  called  Count  Cagliodro,  as  a  larger  fpecies  of  advertifement, 
containing  the  Angular  Adventures  in  which  he  makes  ufe  of  every  al- 
of  that  extraordinary  Perfonage,  lowable  art  in  recommending  his 
from  his  Birth  untill  his  Imprifon-  own  diop  and  goods.-  it  will  not 
ment  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angelo,  be  imagined  that  the  incidents  at- 
&c.”  is  a  trandation  from  the  origi-  tending  the  life  of  fuch  a  perfon  as 
nal  proceedings  againd  that  pfdfli-  Mr.  Lackington,  have  been  very 
gate  character,  which  were  publiihed  important  or  intereding.  He 
-at  Rome,  by  order  of  the  Apodolic  makes  the  mod,  however,  of  the 
chamber.  Thofe  who  are  delight^  occurrences  he  met  with  ;  and  we 
ed  with  a  redial  of  uncommon  ad-  ha.  e  frequently  been  diverted  by 
ventures,  and  of  the  deceptions  his  narrative,  and  remarks, 

?  !  1  '  *  « The 
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44  The  Life  of  Thomas  Paine, 
the  Author  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 
bv  Francis  Oldys,  A.M.”  is  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  catch  the  notice  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  by  artifice  and  fraud.  Inftead 
of  being  a  defence  of  the  writings 
of  Paine,  it  is,  chiefly,  an  attack 
on  his  offences  againff  grammar, 
and  propriety  of  language,  which 
will  not  weigh  much  in  the  bale 
againff  the  principles  for  which 
that  author  contends.  What  is 
called  the  Life  of  Thomas  Paine, 
attempts  to  throw  much  abufe  and 
dirt  on  that  obnoxious  character, 
by  reciting  a  vaiiety  of  faffs  rela¬ 
tive  to  his  private  life  ;  for  the 
truth  of  which  we  have  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Francis  Oldys.  This 
name,  it  fee  ms,  is  a  borrowed  one, 
under  the  difguife  of  which  an 
anonymous  author  has  chofen  to 
aim  the  ffilletto.  If  it  were  of  any 
importance  to  the  public  to  obtain 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  chara&er  of  Mr.  Paine,  they 
could  not  rely  on  the  authenticity 
of  the  information  in  this  pamph¬ 
let. 

The  firft  work  which  offers  itfelf 
to  our  notice  in  the  next  department 
of  our  literary  hiffory  is  the  2d. 
vol.  of  Mr.  Grofe’s  44  Antiquities 
of  Scotland.”  In  our  laft  year’s 
Regiffer,  we  announced  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  iff.  vol.  of  this  valua¬ 
ble  addition  to  the  author’s  very 
curious  and  interefting  labours  on 
the  fubjeff  of  antiquities.1'  We  re¬ 
fer  our  readers  to  the  general  cha¬ 
racter  which  we  then  gave  of  the 
work,  as  ffrictly  applicable  to  the 
volume  before  us;  and  we  congra¬ 
tulate  them  on  obtaining  fo  rich 
an  acceflion  to  their  flores  for  in- 
Hriution  and  entertainment. 

The  public  are  Jikewife  prefent- 
ed  with  an  acceptable- offering  in 
the  “  Uluftrations  of  Britifh  Hiffo¬ 
ry,  Biography,  and  Manners,  in 


the  Reign  of  Henry  VlIT.  Edward 
VI.  Mary,  Elizabeth,  aud  James  I. 
Exhibited  in  a  Series  of  Original 
Papers,  {elected  from  the  Manu- 
fcripts  of  the  noble  Families  of 
Howard,  Talbot,  Cecil,  &c.  by 
Edmund  Lodge,  efq.  Purfuivant 
of  Arms,  and  F.S.A.”  in  three 
vols.  4to.  Of  the  curious  and  in- 
tereffing  pieces  which  compofe  thefe 
volumes,  thofe  which  ate  entitled 
the  Talbot  Papers,  were  extracted 
from  fifteen  volumes  of  manufcripts 
which  are  preferved  in  the  College 
of  Arms,  to  which  they  were  pre- 
fented  by  Henry  the  fixth,  duke  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  line  of  the  How¬ 
ards.  The  Howard  Papers  were 
felected  partly  from  the  fame  vo¬ 
lumes,  and  partly  from  manufcripts 
in  the  poffeflion  of  the  prefent  duke 
of  Norfolk.  The  Cecil  Papers 
came  into  the  poffeflion  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  father,  as  refiduary  legatee 
to  a  lady,  whofe  connexions,  it  is 
imagined,  obtained  them  illicitly 
from  the  Cecil  family ;  the  origi¬ 
nals,  therefore,  have  been  reflored 
by  Mr.  Lodge  to  the  marquis  of 
Salifbury.  Thefe'  feveral  papers 
are  arranged,  as  nearly  as  poflible, 
in  chronological  order ;  and  are  il- 
luftrated  by  a  variety  of  biographi¬ 
cal  anecdotes,  local  fa&s,  and  per¬ 
tinent  remarks,  which  the  author 
has  c^llefted  and  digefted  with  great 
affiduity  and  care,  and  thrown  into 
the  form  of  notes.  The  hiflorian 
and  the  annalifl  may  drawr  much, 
important  and  curious  information, 
from  thefe  volumes;  particularly, 
from  the  interefting  documents 
which  they  contain  relative  to  the 
unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
and  the  correfpondence  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  her  minifters,  with  George 
earl  of  Shrewsbury,  during  fifteen 
years  in  which  he  had  the  cuftody 
of  that  princefs.  This  work  is  ele¬ 
gantly  printed,  according  to  the 

ortho- 


£250]  DOMESTIC  L 

orthography  of  the  originals,  and 
is  ornamented  with  plates  of  mo¬ 
numents,  portraits,  and  autographs. 

a  The  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  by 
Edward  Ledwich,  L.L.  B.  M.  R. 
S.  and  F.  S.  A.  of  London  and  Scot¬ 
land,”  confift  of  a  number  of  de¬ 
tached  eflays  on  fubjedts  relative  to 
the  antiquities  of  our  lifter  king¬ 
dom,  which  were  written  at  fuch 
times  as  the,  author  could  fpare  from 
clerical  and  domeftic  avocations, 
and  are  ulhered  before  the  public 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Rev. 
Dean  Coote,  44  who  devotes  a  large 
portion  of  his  ample  fortune  to  its 
nobleft  ufe,  the  encouragement  of 
letters,  arts,  and  induftry.”  Our 
limits  will  not  permit  us  to  fpecify 
the  numerous  articles  which  have 
.employed  the  pen  of  Mr.  Ledwich. 
We  can,  however,  allure  our  read¬ 
ers,  that  many  of  them  are  curious 
and  important,  and  difcover  the 
author  to  be  learned,  ingenious, 
and  indefatigable  in  the  labours  of 
an  antiquary.  He  fliews,  likewife, 
on  many  occaftons,  that  he  is  too 
philofophic  to  be  influenced  by  the 
prejudices  of  fome  of  his  country¬ 
men,  in  favour  of  the  claims  of 
Ireland,  to  a  very  early  civilization. 
The  fubjetls  treated  of  in  this  vol. 
are  illuftrated  by  thirty- feven  plates. 

Mr.  James  Carmichael’s  publica¬ 
tion,  entitled,  44  Various  Fadts  con¬ 
cerning  the  Peerage  of  Scotland,  col¬ 
lected  from  the  public  Records,  ori- 

tinal  Inftruments,  and  authentic 
lanufcripts  ;  to  which  is  added  an 
Appendix  containing  many  original 
Papers,  &c.’’  confifts  of  feveral  cu¬ 
rious  and  interefting  extradfs  from 
the  records  that  are  ftill  preferved 
in  the  Advocate’s  Library  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  relative  to  the  Scottifh  no¬ 
bility,  which  will  be  highly  prized 
by  the  antiquary,  and  the  hiftorian. 
The  extracts  bom  the  manufcripts 
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of  fir  James  Balfour,  Lyon  king  of 
arms  to  Charles  I.  are  particularly 
valuable. 

The  44  Archaeologia  Cornu-Bri- 
tannica,  or  an  Eflay  to  preferve  the 
ancient  Cornifh  Language,  con¬ 
taining  the  Rudiments  of  that  Dia¬ 
led!:,  &c.  by  Win.  Pryce,  IVL  D.,? 
is  a  work  that  will  be  principally 
acceptable  to  philologifts.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  author  is  to  (hew,  that 
the  Cornifh  Britifh,  which  he  dif- 
tinguifhes  very  precifely  from  the 
modern  Gornifh-dialedt,  is  the 
moft  pure,  and  neareft  the  original 
language  of  this  ifland,  pf  any  fpeecli 
now  ufed  in  Armorica,  or  the  north¬ 
ern  provinces  of  France,  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  Ireland  :  that  it  is  genu¬ 
ine,  as  introduced  44  from  the  Shores 
of  Greece  and  Sidon.”  On  this 
work  Dr.  Pryce  has  bellowed  great 
labour  and  induftry :  with  what 
fuccefs,  we  muft  leave  to  others, 
who  have  more  leifure  and  greater 
knowledge  for  appreciating  the 
merit  of  fuch  publications.  In 
drawing  up  this  eflay,  our  author 
hath  availed  himfelf  of  the  re- 
fearches  of  others  who  have  preced¬ 
ed  him  in  limilar  inveftigations,  of 
a  vocabulary  found  in  the  Cotton- 
library,  and  of  the  communications 
which  he  received  from  different 
friends.  # 

The  “  Collections  towards  a 
Defcription  of  the  County  of  De? 
von,  by  fir  William  Pole,  of  Col- 
combe  and  Shute,  Knight,  IteoJ9 
who  died  in  1635,  are  Printcd  from 
an  autograph  iq  the  poflefiion  of  his 
lineal  descendant,  fir  John  William 
de  la  Pole,  barb  To  the  papers  of 
our  eminent  antiquary,  many  ad¬ 
ditions  have  been  made  by  his  fon? 
which  are  diftinguiflied  from  hi£ 
father’s  by  being  printed  in  ita¬ 
lics.  The  future  hiftorians  of  that 
county,  will  receive  cohftderabj^ 
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benefit  from  this  publication,  which 
Xhe  author’s  death  prevented  him 
from  completing. 

The  treatife  entitled  il  a  concife 
Hiftory  of  Chefter,  from  the  mod 
authentic  and  refpeCtable  Authors, 
&c.”  is  the  produClion  of  a  perfon 
who  appears  to  have  been  labori¬ 
ous  in  his  refearches,  and  accurate 
in  his  ftatements,  wnen  not  under 
the  guidance  of  fable  and  tradition. 
What  he  calls  his  defcriptive  and 
lively  obfervations  on  the  manners, 
cuftoms*  &c.  of  the  inhabitants, 
are  written  in  too  quaint,  and  fre¬ 
quently  in  too  ludicrous  a  ftvle,  to 
fuit  the  folemn  gravity  of  the  ftu- 
dent  in  antiquarian  lore.  The 
ground-plan  of  the  city  and  fuburbs 
of  Chefter,  with  which  this  little 
work  is  embellilhed,  appears  to  be 
accurately  drawn. 

“  The  Hiftory  of  Derby,  from  the 
remote  Ages  of  Antiquity,  to  the 
Year  1791,  &c.  by  W.  Hutton,  F.A. 
S.  S.”  is  the  production  of  another 
author,  who  is  rather  defirous  of 
being  accounted  a  merry  wag,  and 
entertaining  ftory- teller,  than  a 
gloomy  porer  over  mufty  manu- 
fcripts,  or  the  veftiges  of  his  barba¬ 
rous  anceftors.  We  mean  not  bv 

*  r  * 

this  obfervation  to  exclude  him  from 
the  honours  due  to  thofe  who  have 
exercifed  a  laudable  induftry  in  to¬ 
pographical  refearches.  His  account 
of  the  (filiation,  air,  foil  &c.  of 
Derby,  of  the  illuftrious  families 
who  have  inherited  its  honours,  of 
its  trade,  amufements,  remarkable 
occurrences,  eminent  men,  and  the 
adjacent  feats  of  the  gentry,  will 
convey  information  to  the  reader, 
while  his  digreflions  and  incidental 
remarks  will  frequently  amufe  him. 
This  work  is  ornamented  with  feve- 
ral  plates,  which  do  credit  both  to 
the  delineator  and  the  engraver. 

u  The  Hiftory  of  the  Town  of 
Taunton,  in  the  County  of  Somer¬ 
set,  embellifhed  with  plates,  by 
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Jofhua  Toulmin  A.  M..”  is  a  judi¬ 
cious  and  pleafing  piece  of  local  hif¬ 
tory,  which  merits  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  numerous  lift  of  fuhferib- 
ers,  by  whom,  it  is  patronifed.  It 
is  a  regular  and  methodical  work, 
divided  it  into  fix  chapters.  In  the 
firft  chapter,  Mr.  Toulmin  defcribes 
the  ancient  ftate  of  the  town,  its 
fituation,  antiquities,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances.  The  fecond  chapter 
treats  ot  the  public  buildings.  The 
third  chapter  contains  an  account  of 
the  civil  conftitution  of  the  town  ; 
the  fourth,  of  its  trade,  manufactures* 
and  navigation ;  the  fifth,  of  the 
political  tranfaCfions  and  revolutions 
in  which  it  has  been  the  fcene  of 
aCtion  ;  and  the  fixth,  of  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  town,  with  the  mo- 
ftern  improvements  and  population. 
In  this  work  Mr.  Toulmin  has 
equally  avoided  the  faults  of  frivo¬ 
lous  detail,  and  dry  nninterefting 
narrative.  His  materials  feem  to 
have  been  drawn  from  authentic 
fources ;  and  they  prefent  us  with 
a  number  of  inftruCtive  and  enter¬ 
taining  faCts,  intermixed  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fenfible,  important,  and  in- 
terefting  obfervations.  Mr  Toul- 
min  propofes  to  publifh  an  appen, 
dix,  containing  biographical  me¬ 
moirs  of  eminent  perfons  connected 
with  the  town  and  neighbourhood, 
epitaphs,  chronological'  tables  &c • 
&c.  which  will  be  a  very  proper 
addition  to  the  work  before  us. 

“  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  oi 
Tewksbury,  from  the  earlieft  Pe¬ 
riods  to  the  prefent  Time,  collected 
from  ancient  Records,  and  other 
authentic  Materials,”  is  a  publicati¬ 
on  which  pofleftes  confiderable  merit, 
although  it  may  not  he  entitled  to 
a  dignified  rank  among  local  hifto- 
ries.  It  contains  a  concife,  and,  we 
believe,  an  accurate  account  of 
whatever  is  worthy  of  attention  in 
the  hiftory  of  Tewkfbury,  or  de- 
ferves  the  notice  of  ft  rangers ;  and 

3  may 
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may  be  recommended  to  thofe  who 
pafs  through  that  town,  as  an  ule- 
ful  and  refpedtable  directory. 

(i  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities 
of  Claybrook,  in  the  County  of 
Leicefler,  See.  by  the  R ev.  A.  Macau¬ 
lay,  A.  M.”,  is  likewife  a  pleaf- 
ing  and  wdl  written  little  treatife. 
It  is  not  drawn  up  in  the  ftridt  and 
formal  order  of  hiftory ;  but  is, 
not  wit  hflan  ding,  Efficiently  inftruc- 
tive  with  refpeCt  to  the  topography 
and  antiquities  of  Claybrook,  while 
the  aulhor’s  incidental  obfervations 
render  it  entertaining  to  general 
readers. 

Among  the  books  of  travels 
which  have  been  publifhed  during 
the  year  1791,  there  hath  appeared 
a  third  vol.  of  “  Travels  into  Po¬ 
land,  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Den¬ 
mark,  &c.  by  W.  Coxe,  A.  M. 
F.  R.  S.  &c.”  The  general  merits 
of  Mr.  Coxe,  as  a  writer  of  tra¬ 
vels,  are  fo  well  known,  that  it 
would  be  a  needlefs  tail  for  us  to 
enter  into  the  appreciation  of  them. 
It  will  befuffeient,  therefore,  that 
we  inform  our  readers  what  are  the 


general  contents  of  this  volume.  It 
contains  obfervations  made  by  the 
author,  during  a  fecond  tour  into 
the  northern  kingdoms,  which  are 
given  in  addition  to  thofe  formerly 
publifhed.  by  him  ;  and  an  account 
of  Jutland,  Norway,  Livonia, 
Courland,  and  Pruffia,  which  he 
had  not  vifited  on  his  former  jour¬ 
ney.  Among  other  curious  parti¬ 
culars,  we  meet  with  an  account  of 


the  execution  of  the  counts  Struen- 
fee  and  Brandt ;  a  view  of  the  pre- 
fent  Rate  of  the  Swedifh  govern¬ 
ment,  commerce,  navigation,  reve¬ 
nues,  expenditure,  and  bank;  an 
enquiry  into  the  population  of  Nor¬ 
way  ;  anecdotes  relative  to  Gufta- 
vus  Vafa  ;  a  plan  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  fchools  in  the  feveral  go¬ 
vernments  of  Ruffia  ;  an  account  of 


the  emprefs  of  Ruffin’s  gallery  of 
pictures ;  ftatements  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  revenue,  expenditure,  and  ar¬ 
my  of  Ruffia;  and  an  account  of 
the  trade  of  the  P ruffian  dominions. 
To  thefe,  and  other  important  arti¬ 
cles,  Mr.  Coxe  has  added  biogra¬ 
phical  memoirs  of  feveral  efninent 
men,  of  which  we  have  given  fpe- 
cimens  among  our  biographical 
anecdotes  and  characters,  in  an  ap-, 
pendix,  we  have  an  accurate  lift  of 
the  governments,  provinces,  and 
difti  i£ts  of  Rulfia,  according  to  the 
new  geographical  divifion  of  that 
empire. 

In  our  account  of  the  literature 
of  France,  for  the  year  <78  ,  we 
laid  before  our  readers  the  plan  of 
the  “  Travels  of  Anacharfis  the 
Younger,  in  Greece,  during  the 
Middle  of  the  fourth  Century,  before 
the  Chriftian  ASna ;  by  the  Abbe 
Barthelemv,  Keeper  of  the  Medals 
in  the  Cabinet  of  the  King  of 
France,  and  Member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Infcriptions  and  Bel  Its 
Lettres.”  We  likewife,  in  that  vo¬ 
lume,  fully  expreffed  our  idea  of  the 
great  merit  and  utility  of  that  im- 
port.mt  work ;  and  it  would  be  fu- 
perfluous  to  repeat  our  former  fen- 
timents  and  language.  What  has 
led  us  to  make  thefe  obfervations  is, 
the  appearance  of  an  elegant  and 
faithful  tranflation  of  thofe  travels 
into  the  Engl iffi  language,  in  feven 
volumes  vo.  with  ail  eighth  in  qto. 
containing  maps,  plate  s,  views,  and 
coins,  illuftrative  of  the  geography 
and  antiquities  of  ancient  Greece. 
To  young  perfons  we  particularly 
recommend  this  work,  as  more  re-* 
plete  than  any  we  have  for  a  long 
time  feen,  both  with  inftruCtion  and 
amufement. 

In  our  account  of  the  domeflic 
literature  of  the  year  1788,  we 
gave  a  general  character,  of  “  A 
Tour  in  England  and  Scotland,,  in 

i785® 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE. 


178^,  by  an  Englifh  Gentleman.’! 
This  gentleman  was  Thomas  Newte, 
efq.  who  has  republifhed  the  work, 
during  the  prefent  year,  with  nu¬ 
merous  enlargements  and  altera¬ 
tions,  under  the  title  of  u  Profpe&s 
and  Obfervations,  or  a  Tour  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland,  natural,  ceeo- 
nomical,  and  literary. ”  Notwith- 
ftanding  that  the  author  in  his  new 
work,  has  introduced  a  number  of 
digreffions,  which  are  frequently 
too  long  and  tedious,  we  can  pro- 
mifethe  reader,  be  he  a  man  of  bu- 
linefs,  a  political  ceconomift,  or  a 
phijofopher,  that  he  will  meet  with 
much  entertainment  in  the  perufal 
of  it. 

Among  thofe  books  of  travels 
which  deferve  to  be  recommended, 
as  poffeffing  very  fnperior  merit 
and  utility,  we  meet  with  “  a  Jour- 
nev  through  Spain,  in  the  Years 
1 -86  and  1787,  with  particular  At¬ 
tention  to  the  Agriculture,  Manu¬ 
factures,  Commerce,  Population, 
Taxes,  and  Revenue  of  that  Coun¬ 
try,  &c.  bv  Jofeph  Townfend,  A.M. 
in  three  Vols.”  In  the  firft  volume 
Mr.  Townfend,  after  giving  fome 
obfervations  which  occurred  to  him 
in  his  paffage.  through  France,  car¬ 
ries  his  reader,  by  different  routes, 

-  through  Barcelona,  and  Zaragoza, 
to  Madrid  ;  from  thence  to  Aran- 
juez  and  Toledo,  and  to  the  Aftm 
rias,  through  Valladolid  and  Leon. 
In  the  fecond  volume  he  returns  to 
Madrid  from  the  Afturias,  through 
Salamanca  and  Segovia;  in  which 
•  journey  he  particularly  examines 
the  palaces  at  b"t.  Ildefonfo  and  the 
Efcurial.  After  defcribing,  in  a 
particular  manner,  the  character  of 
the  king,  and  courtiers,  and  giving 
what  feems  to  be  aa  accurate  view 
of  the  debus,  revenues,  and  popu¬ 
lation  of  Spain,  he  proceeds  from 
the  metropolis,  through  the  Sierra 
Morenaj.  to -Seville,  and  Cadiz,  of 
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which  place  and  its  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  particularly  the  trade 
of  Spain  with  fiercolonies.  he  gives  a 
very  intereffing  defcription.  In  the 
third  volume  he  proceeds  by  fea 
from  Cadiz  to  Malaga  ;  from  which 
place  he  paffes  through  Granada, 
Carthagena,  Alicant,  Valencia,  and 
Tortofa,  to  Barcelona,  where  his 
journey  ends.  The  diverflfled  fcenes 
which  occurred  in  thefe  different 
tracks,  the  manners  and  morals  of 
the  people,  the  natural  hiflorv, 
finances,  manufactures,  and  politi¬ 
cal  ceconomv  of  the  country,  are 
particularly  and  minutely  defcribed 
by  Mr.  Townfend ;  and  not  any  ob¬ 
jects  appear  to  have  efcaped  his  no¬ 
tice  and  examination,  that  can  in- 
tereft  the  ftatefman,  the  philofophei, 
or  the  connoiffeur.  His  own  obfer¬ 
vations  and  remarks  are,  many  of 
them,  novel,  judicious,  and  valu¬ 
able  ;  and  could  only  proceed  from 
an  enlightened  and  liberal  mind. 
We  with,  by  this  imperfeCt  account 
of  the  volumes  before  us,  to  excite 
the  curiofity  of  our  readers  to  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  them,  from  a 
conviCtion  that  they  will  aff  >rd  much 
ufeful  information  and  entertain¬ 
ment  to  an  inquifitive  mind.  The 
ftyle  and  language  of  Mr  Town¬ 
fend  are,  in  general,  perfpicutfus 
and  correCt. 

The  “  Tour  through  Italy,  con¬ 
taining  full  Directions  for  travel¬ 
ling  in  that  interefting  Country,  See. 
by  Thomas  IV-artyn,  B.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
&c.”  is  a  molt  complete  vade  mecuni 
for  inquifitive  travellers.  Befi.de  all 
neceffarv  information  relative  to  the 
money,  weights,  meafures,  method 
of  travelling,  the  rates  of  polls, 
and  accurate  itineraries,  which  a  e 
accompanied  with  ufeful  ceconomi- 
cal  obfervations  and  remarks,  and 
pleafing  deferiptions,  it  contains 
ample  catalogues  of  every  thing  that 
is  curious  in  architecture,  pamtingj 
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fculpture  Sec.  arid  very  particular 
accounts  of  the  four  principal  ci¬ 
ties,  Rome,  Florence,  Naples,  and 
Venice,  with  their  environs.  And 
it  is  illuflrated  by  an  elegant  co¬ 
loured  map,  pointing  out  the  diffe« 
rent  roads  in  Italy.  Such  a  work, 
written  by  a  perfon  of  Mr.  Mar- 
tyn’s  acknowledged  fcience  and  tnfle, 
does  not  Hand  in  need  of  any  re¬ 
commendation  which  we  can  give 
it. 

The  “  Tour  from  Gibraltar  to 
Tangier,  Sallee,  Mogodore,  Santa 
Cruz,  Tarudant,  and  thence  over 
Mount  Atlas  to  Morocco  &c.  by 
W.  Lempriere,  Surgeon,”  is  a 
valuable  accefiion  to  our  flock  of 
intelligent  and  amufing  books  of 
travels.  The  object  of  Mr.  Lem- 
priere’s  journey  was,  to  render  me¬ 
dical  ariidance  to  the  favourite  fon 
of  the  late  emperor  of  Morocco, 
inconfequenceof  an  application  from 
that  prince  to  the  governor  of  ‘Gib¬ 
raltar.  While  palling  through  the 
country,  and  during  his  relidence 
at  the  emperor’s  court,  he  appears 
to  have  paid  great  attention  to  the 
Hate  of  that  empire,  the  cufloms 
and  mariners  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
court,  and  the  royal  harem,  to 
which  he  Was  admitted  in  his  pro- 
feflional  capacity.  The  narrative 
which  he  has  written  is  an  evidence 
how  well  he  employed  his  time  :  it 
is  drawn  up  in  a  plain,  unaffected 
manner,  and  contains  various  par¬ 
ticulars,  which  ferve  to  throw  a 
light  on  the  prefent  Hate  of  that 
barbarous  and  inholpicable  country. 
The  author’s  own  adventures,  which 
occupy  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
work,  and  the  remarks  with  which 
they  are  interfperfed,  are  interefting 
and  entertaining. 

“  The  Voyages  and  Travels  of 
an  Indian  Interpreter  and  Trader, 
deferibing  the  Manners  and  CuHoms 
of  the  North  American  Indians,  &e. 


by  !  Long,”  appear  to  have  been’ 
written  by  a  man  of  veracity,  and 
a  fenfiole,  judicious  obfefver.  Kis 
defeription  of  the  Indian  cufloms 
and  manners,  with  which  he  had 
opportunities  of  being  thoroughly 
acquainted  in  his  numerous  trading 
/voyages,  and  relations  of  his  own  ad¬ 
ventures,  are  curious  and  entertain¬ 
ing  ;  and  will  be  found  of  corifider- 
able  ufe  to  thofe  who  may  engage 
in  the  Indian  commerce.  To  fuch 
perfons,  likewife,  his  account  of  the 
pods  lituated  on  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  lake  Ontario,  Sec.  and  his 
vocabulary  of  the  Chipeway  lan¬ 
guage,  Sec.  Sec.  will  be  an  acceptable 
prefent.  Thefe  travels  are  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  map  of  the  country 
and  ffations  which  Mr.  Longvilited, 
or  of  which  he  received  accurate 
accounts  from  other  travellers. 

“  The  Route  to  India  through 
France,  Germany,  Flungary,  Tur¬ 
key,  Natolia,  Syria,  and  the  Defart 
of  Arabia,  &c.  with  the  Di fiances, 
Time,  Mode,  and  Expence  of  tra¬ 
velling,  by  Captain  Matthew  Je-. 
nour,  &c.”  will  principally  be  of 
fervice  to  thofe  who,  on  a  political 
or  commercial  emergency,  or  from 
motives  of  curiofity,  may  be  defir- 
ous  of  reaching  our  oriental  pof- 
feffions  by  land.  It  feems  to  con¬ 
tain  every  neceffary  information  for 
the  traveller ;  and  is  written  with 
plainnefs  and  perfpicuity. 

The  “  Obfervations  and  Re¬ 
marks  made  during  a  Voyage  to  the 
Illand  of  Teneriffe,  Amlferda^‘),, 
the  Marian  ] Hands  near  Van  Die¬ 
men’s  Land,  Otaheite,  Sec.  and  from 
thence  to  Canton,  in  the  Brig  Mer¬ 
cury,  commanded  by  John  Henry 
Cox,  efq.  by  Lieut.  George  Morti¬ 
mer,  of  the  Marines,”  do  not  offer 
many  important  additions  to  the 
geographical  or  hifforical  know-^ 
ledge,  which  has  been  fupplied  by 
other  voyagers  who  have  traverfed 
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the  fame  feas.  They  are  written, 
however,  in  a  model!  and  fenfible 
manner,  and  contain  fome  fads  and 
cireumftances  which  are  curious  and 
worthy  attention. 

“  The  Difcoveries  of  the  French 
in  1768,  and  1769,  to  the  South 
Eaff  of  New  Guinea,  with  the  fub- 
fequent  Vifits  to  the  lame  Iflands, 
by  Englifli  Navigators,  &c.”  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French,  will  not  af¬ 
ford  much  entertainment  to  thole 
who  are  converfant  with  the  voy¬ 
ages  of  Cook,  Bougainville,  and 
more  recent  navigators.  But  it 
does  not  feem  to  be  fo  much  the  de- 
iign  of  the  author,  to  convey  new 
information  refpe&ing  thofe  coun¬ 
tries,  as  to  fupport  the  claims  of  the 
French  in  the  prefent,  and  of  the 
Portuguese  and  Spaniards  in  former 
centuries,  to  geographical  difcove¬ 
ries,  the  merit  of  which  has  been 
fhared  by  different  Englifli  naviga¬ 
tors.  Whether  the  author  be  fuc- 
-cefsful,  or  otherwife,  we  leave  to 
thofe  who  are  better  acquainted 
with  fcientific  details,  without  a 
knowledge  of  which  it  is  impoffible 
to  draw  a  fair  conclufion.  What  is 
moft  new  and  intereffing  in  this 
work,  the  author  has  extracted  from 
the  original  journal  of  M.  de  Sur- 
ville,  and  of  the  officers  who  com¬ 
manded  under  him.  The  charts 
which  illuftrate  this  volume  are  nu¬ 
merous  and  ufeful. 

The  “  Journal  kept  in  the  Ifle  of 
Man,  &c.  by  Richard  Townley  Efq. 
in  2  vo-ls,”  contains  a  variety  of 
obfervations  on  the  foil,  climate, 
and  natural  produdtions  of  that 
Bland ;  as  alfo  on  its  antiquities, 
the  manners  and  cuffoms  peculiar  to 
the  inhabitants,  and  numerous  other 
topics,  from  which  we  have  received 
both  inftrudtion  and  amufement. 
But  what  is  valuable  in  thefe  vo¬ 
lumes,  is  fo  intermixed  with  what  is 
frivolous,  unintereffing,  and  foreign 
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to  the  hiftory  of  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
and  the  whole  is  fo  wretchedly  ar¬ 
ranged,  that  we  found  the  entire  pe¬ 
rn  fa  1  of  it  a  very  unpleafant  talk. 

I  he  u  Travels  through  Cyprus, 
Syria,  and  Paleftine,  with  a  general 
Hiftory  of  the  Levant,  by  the  Abbe 
Mariti,  tranflated  from  the  Italian, 
in  2  vols,”  we  have  read  with  much 
pleafure  and  fatisfaflion.  The  ftrft 
volume  is  entirely  employed  in  de- 
fcribing  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  where 
the  Abbe  refided  fome  time.  It  in¬ 
cludes  an  accurate  and  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
its  natural  produce,  the  towns 
which  it  contains,  its  antiquities, 
hiftory,  the  manners,  cuffoms,  and 
religion  of  the  inhabitants,  their 
government  and  commerce,  and  the 
office,  power,  and  privileges  of  the 
different  European  confute  redding 
in  the  ifland.  The  fecond  volume 
opens  with  an  account  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  people  who  inhabit  Syria  and 
Paleftine;  and  afterwards  gives  the 
refult  of  our  author’s  obfervations 
and  enquiries  in  his  excurfions  to 
Acre,  Mount  Carmel,  Nazareth, 
Tiberias,  Tyre,  Caffarea,  Jerufa- 
lcm,  Jericho,  the  river  Jordan,  the 
Dead  Sea,  Bethlehem,  and  the  en¬ 
virons  of  thofe  refpeftive  places. 
An  account  of  travels  through 
countries  which  have  made  fuch  a 
confpicuous  figure  in  facred  and 
profane  hiftory,  and  which  have  un¬ 
dergone  the  moft  extraordinary  re¬ 
volutions  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
mankind,  cannot  but  greatly  excite 
the  curiofity  of  the  public.  And 
when  undertaken  by  an  intelligent 
obferver,  of  unfufpected  fidelity, 
they  muff  prove  highly  gratifying. 
The  Abbe  Mariti  appears  to  have 
been  Well  qualified  for  fuch  a  talk  ; 
and  the  honorary  rewards  which 
have  been  conferred  on  him  by  fe- 
veral  learned  academies,  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  hath  perform- 
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ed  it,  are  very  flattering  to  the  au¬ 
thor,  and  to  his  work.  In  our  opi¬ 
nion,  he  richly  merited  fuch  re¬ 
wards.  His  travels  abound  in  curi¬ 
ous  and  ufefui  information,  lively 
and  intereffing  .defcription,  and  in 
obfervations  and  remarks  which 
prove  the  author,  notwithftanding 
that  he  is  an  Italian  Abbe,  to  have 
a  mind  truly  liberal  and  philofo- 
phical.  The  original  work  is  in  five 
volumes,  two  of  ‘  which  only  are 
here  tranflated.  We  doubt  not, 
however,  but  that  it  will  meet  with 
fuch  a  reception  from  the  Englifh 
reader,  as  fhall  encourage  the 
fpeedy  appearance  of  the  remaining 
volumes. 

The  “  Lettres  fur  divers  Endroits, 
&c.  i.  e.  Letteis  concerning;  feveral 
Parts  of  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  &c. 
which  were  vifited  in  17 88,  and 
1789,  by  Alexander  Bifani,”  are 
written  in  eafy,  unaffeded  language, 
and-  contain  the  remarks  of  an  intel¬ 
ligent  and  lively  traveller,  in  parting 
over  many  claflic  and  interefting 
fcenes,  from  which  we  have  received 
much  pleafure  and  entertainment. 
The  principal  places  which  he  de- 
fcribes  are,  Palermo,  Agrigentum, 
Malta,  Salon ica,  Athens,  Smyrna, 
Conflantinople,  Tripoli,  Tunis, 
Carthage,  Gibraltar,  Toulon,  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  Sardinia. 

From  the  “  Travels  round  the 
World,  in  the  Years  1767,  1768, 
1 769,  _  1  770,  177',  by  M.  de  Pages, 
Captain  in  the  French  Navy,  &c.  in 
2  Vols,”  we  have  received  much 
inftrudion  as  well  as  amufement. 
The  firfl  volume  gives  a  very  inte¬ 
refting  account  of  the  author’s  tra¬ 
vels  from  New  Orleans,  acrofs.the 
vaft  North  American  continent,  by 
Mexico,  to  Acapulco ;  at  which 
place  he  embarked  for  the  Phillipine 
Iflands.  Thefe  fcenes,  ..feldom  if 
ever  viftted  by  any  Europeans,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  Spaniards,  who  are  not 
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communicative  of  information,  prc* 
fentedM.  de  Pages  with  many  fingu- 
lar  and  finking  objeds,  which  he 
deferibes  in  a  manner  that  cannot 
fail  to  gratify  the  moft  ardent  curio- 
ftty,  while  his  judicious  and  fenftble 
obfervations  contribute  to  the  exten- 
fion  of  natural  and  philofophical 
knowledge.  -  His  account  of  the 
Spanifh  Indies  is  particularly  valu¬ 
able.  In  the  fecond  volume,  M.  de 
Pages  conduces  his  readers  from 
Manilla  to  Batavia,  Bombay,  Surat, 
the  country  of  the  Mahrattas,  Baf- 
forah,  and  through  the  defarts  of 
Arabia  to  Syria;  many  parts  of 
which  he  vifited  before  his  return 
to  France.  Notwithftanding  that 
thefe  routes  have  been  followed  by 
many  other  travellers,  there  is  a  de¬ 
gree  of  novelty  in  our  author’s  man¬ 
ner  of  defcription,  and  in  fome  of 
thecircumftances  which  he  met  with, 
that  will  amply  repay  the  reader 
for  perufing  thefe  volumes.  On 
the  whole,  we  think  this  work  a  va¬ 
luable  addition  to  thofe  publications, 
which  tend  to  increafe  our  know¬ 
ledge,  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  and. 
to  enlarge  our  acquaintance  with  the 
human  character. 

The  “  Pi  dure  of  Italy,  tranf¬ 
lated  from  the  original  German  of 
W.  de  Archenholtz,  &c.  by  Jofeph 
Trapp,  A.  M.  in  2  Vols.”  contains 

an  outline  of  that  celebrated  coim- 
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try,  lo  often  vifited  by  inquifttive 
and  Icientific  travellers,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  accurately  drawn,  and 
has  afforded  us  conftderable  pleafure 
in  t lie  examination  of  it.  it  pre¬ 
sents  us,  likewife,  with  fome  inte¬ 
refting  circ um fiances,  and  curious 
information,  which  we  ^o  not  re- 
.member  to  have  met  with  in  pre¬ 
ceding. writers. 

I11  our  account  of  the  literature 
.of  France,  for  the  year  1789,  we 
announced  the  publication  of  “Tra¬ 
vels  in  Barbarv,  &c.  in  2  Vols,  by 

the 


the  abbe  Poiret.”  Of  this  work, 
that  part  which,  is  defcriptive  and 
relates  to  the  cuftoms  arid  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  has  been  pub- 
Jiflied  in  an  Englifh  drefs,  in  a  final! 
volume,  which  appears  to  have  been 
tranflated  with  attention  and  fidelity. 

The  marquis  de  Tangle’s  “  Pi<5Eu- 
refque  Defcription  of  Switzerland, 
tranflated  from  the  French,”  con- 
fifts  of  remarks  written,  fometimes 
under  the  fhade  of  a  tree,  and  at 
bther  times  at  the  fide  of  a  rivpjet, 
in  different  rambles  which  the  author 
made  on  foot  through  that  country. 
It  was  his  objedb  44  briefly  to  nar¬ 
rate  every  thing  that  occurred  to 
his  fugitive  ideas,  and  vagrant  per¬ 
ambulations.”  Order  and  method, 
therefore,  will  not  be  expected  in 
fuch  a  performance  ;  and  it  will  be 
natural  to  imagine  that  it  will  of¬ 
ten.  be  found  very  unequal,  if  not 
fometimes  very  defultory.  It  is, 
however,  but  juft  ice  to  add,  that  it 
is  frequently  interefting  arid  amii- 
fing.  Many  of  the  author’s  obfer- 
vations  are  original  and  inftruc- 
tivc;  arid  his  turns  of  wit,  \yith 
which  they  are  inteniiixed,  will  af¬ 
ford  entertainment  to  the  reader. 

The  Political  publications  of  the 
year  1791  have  been  very  numerous, 
owing,  partly  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumflances  of  the  times,  and  partly 
to  that  growing  fon duels  far  tlifcuf- 
fion,  which  in  a  free  country  it  is 
defirable  to  encourage  rather  than 
controul.  But,  from  the  nature  o'f 
Our  work,  we  are  precluded  from 
entering  into  the  merits  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  queffions  which  agitated  the 
public  mind. 

Everi  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  French 
Revolution*  great  and  important  as 
that  event  is  likely  to  prove  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,  fuch  is  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  materials  with  which 
Our  catalogue  might  be  enlarged 
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fince  the  laff  vear  onlv,  that  we  arO' 
obliged  to  reftridt  oiirfelves  to  the 
ilotice  of  a  very  few  of  the  principal 
treatifes  which  have  interefied  the 
attention  of  the  public. 

Among  thefe,  the  firff  in  chrono¬ 
logical  order,  are  the  44  Letters  to 
the  Right  Hori.  Edmund  Burke,  00 
cafioned  bv  His  Refiedtions  on  the 
Revolution  in  France,  &c.  by  Jo- 
feph  Prieftley,  LL.  D,  F.  R.  S.*  & c.” 
Thefe  letters  are  thirteen  in  number. 
The  firff  five  contain  animadverfions 
on  thofe  paffages  in  Mr.  Burked 
book  which  relate  to  the  revolution 
of  France,  and  fome  cireri m fiances 
attending  it,  the  rights  of  men  and 
of  kings,  the  revolution  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  16H8,  the  revolution,  fociety^ 
and  Dr.  Price.  In  thefe  letters  the 
author  very  fatMadlorily  expofeS 
the  incongruities;  which  abound  in 
Mr.  Burke’s  Reflections,'  together 
with  the  illiberally  and  injuftice 
With  Which  he  treats  the  friends  to 
improvement  and  reform  ;  and  by  ai 
feries  of  acute  perfuafive  arguments^ 
fupports  the  whig  fide  of  the  ques¬ 
tion  relative  to  the  origin  and  prim 
ciples  of  civil  ,  government.  But 
what  Dr.  Prieftley  more  particularly 
difeuffes  is,  the  ecolefiaftical  part  of 
Mr.  Burke's  Refiedlions,  and  what  he 
has  written  on  the  fubjedf  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  eflablifhinent  of  religion.  Oil 
thefe  difcufiionS  he  ,  is  employed  id, 
the  fixth  letter,  and  the  follbwin^ 
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ones,  to  the  twelfth  inchifive,  The 
various  topics  connected  with  this 
part  of  his  fubjedf,'  our  author 
treats  with  his  riccuRomed  fhrevvd- 
nefs  and  freedom  j  and  afiails  his 
adverfaryq  not  only  with  the  wea¬ 
pons  of  forcible  reafoning*  but 
of  keen  and  pointed  irony.  The 
laff  letter,  in  which  Dr.  Fneffley 
delineates  the  profpedt  of  the  gene~ 
ral  enlargement  of  liberty,  civil  and 
religious,  opened  by  the  revolt! - 

&  '  ti 
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fions  in  America  and  France,  is  an 
animated  and  pleafing  compofition, 
and  will  warm  the  heart  of  every 
benevolent  perfon,  even  of  thofe 
who  may  not  be  equally  fanguine 
with  the  do&or  in  the  hopes  which 
fie  indulges.  On  the  whole,  we 
conceive  that  the  author  has  given  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  renowned  cham¬ 
pion  of  paradox  and  prejudice. 

The  next  publication  which  we 
have  to  mention  is  “  Rights  of 
Man ;  being  an  Anfwer  to  Mr. 
Burke’s  Attack  on  the  French  Revo¬ 
lution,  by  Thomas  Paine,  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Congrefs  in 
the  American  War,  &c.”  This  work 
is  partly  narrative,  and  partly  argu¬ 
mentative.  In  the  narrative  part, 
the  author  developes  the  Springs  and 
fources  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  details  the  progrefs  of  events 
by  which  it  was  marked,  with  equal 
acutenefs  and  perfpicuity.  For  this 
part  of  his  work  Mr.  Paine  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  qualified,  by  his  refidence 
at  Paris,  and  his  intimate  connexion 
with  the  leading  characters  ‘in  the 
grand  political  drama,  particularly 
M.  de  la  Fayette.-  In  the  argumen¬ 
tative  part,  'the  author  freps  forward 
as  a  bold  and  intrepid  defender  of 
the  principles  which  Mr.  Burke  en¬ 
deavoured  to  confign  to  deteftation 
and  contempt;  and  delivers,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  juft  and  important  political 
truths,  in  a  ftyle  and  language  which 
though  not  elegant  or  correct,  are 
peculiarly  forcible1  and  -interefang. 
His  defence  of  religion,  liberty,  and 
of  the  right  which  God  and  -nature 
have  given  to  every  man,  to  wor- 
ftiip  his  creator  in  his  own  nioae, 
without  incurring  any  political  dii- 
ability,  or  forfeiting  any  advantages 
of  a  citizen,  is  original  and  incon¬ 
trovertible.  With  his  arguments, 
likewife,  Mr.  Paine  intermixes  a 
iuffi'cient  quantity  of .  fiircafm  and 
lidicule,  which  are  very  properly 
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oppofed  to  abfurdity  and  fophiftryv 
Many  of  his  readers,  however,  who 
approve,  in  general,  of  the  great 
principles  for  udaich  he  contends, 
will  fometimes  think  ivith  us,  that 
thefe  ingredients  are  too  highly  fea- 
foned,  or  too  coaife;  and  applied 
in  a  manner  that  is  not  warranted 
by  the  ftritt  rules  of  propriety  and 
decorum. 

The  “  Letters  on  the  Revolution 
of  France,  and  on  the  new  Conftitu- 
tion  eftablifhed  by  the  National 
Aflembly,  occafioned  by  the  Publi¬ 
cations  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke,  and  Alexander  de  Calonne, 
late  Minifter  of  State,  &c.  bv  Tho¬ 
mas  Chriftie,”  Part  I.  are' written 
with  great  temper  and  moderation, 
by  an  author  of  ftrong  manly  fenfe, 
who  pofietTed  the  heft  opportunities 
for  acquiring  information  on  the 
fubjefts  which  he  difcufles  ;  and  who 
is  as  liberal  and  difpaffionat'e,  as  his 
antagonifts  are  prejudiced  and  inte- 
refttd.  To  this  work  is  annexed  a  t 
chart,  exhibiting  in  one  view  all 
the  different  branches  of  the  new 
conftitution  ;  and  an  Appendix,  con¬ 
taining  the  mo  ft  interefting  declara¬ 
tions,  decrees,  refolutions,  and  ad- 
drefles,  of  the  affembly  ;  the  reports 
of  feledt  committees ;  and  fome 
animated  fpeeches  of  the  molt  diftin- 
guifhed  members,  as  well  as  of  the 
kins:.  To  thofe  who  would  with  to 
have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
French  conftitution,  and  a  regular 
foremen t  of  the  meafures  which 
were  adopted  by  the  confti  tut  trig 
national  affembly,  we  warmly  re¬ 
commend  the  perufal  of  thefe  excel¬ 
lent  letters.  ,  - 

The  treatife  entitled  u  Vindicitsr 
Gallicee;  Defence  of  the  French 
Revolution  and  its  Englifh  Admi¬ 
rers,  againft  the  Accusations  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke ;  in¬ 
cluding  fome  S-trid tures  on  the  late 
production  of  Monf.  de  Calonne, 
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by  James  Mackintofh,”  is  the  laft 
publication  on  the  fubjeCt  of  French 
politics,  of  which  the  limited  nature 
of  our  work  will  permit  us  to  make 
particular  mention.  This  work  is 
divided  into  five  fedions.  The  firft 
treats  of  the  general  expediency  and 
neceffity  of  a  revolution  in  France; 
the  fecond  of  the  compofition  and 
character  of  the  national  afTemblv; 
the  third  of  the  popular  excefles 
which  attended  or  followed  the  re- 
volution  ;  the  fourth  of  the  new 
conftitution  of  France;  and  the 
fifth  of  the  conduc'd  of  its  Englifh 
admirers."  In  this  work,  Mr.  Mac- 
kintofh,  notwithflanding  that  he 
has  been  preceded  by  able  authors  in 
the  fame  controverfy,  appears  to 
very  confiderable  advantage.  In 
political  refearch,  juft  difcrimina- 
tion,  and  ftrong  argumentative 
powers,  he  has  few  rivals.  And 
his  reafoning  is  recommended  bv  an 
elegance  and  perfpicuity  of  ftyle, 
and  by  an  animation  and  energy  of 
language,  of  which  we  cannot  point 
out  another  inftance  in  our  modern 
political  writers.  The  admirers  of 
fine  compofition,  as  well  as  the 
friends  of  the  French,  revolution, 
will  he  highly  gratified  by  the  pern- 
fal  of  this  performance. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion 
appeared  “  a  Letter  to  the  Right 
lion.  Edmund  Burke,  by  fir  Brooke 
Booth  by,  bart.”-;  Obfervations  on 
the  Right  Hon.  Edm.  Burke’s  Pam- 
phlet  on  the  Subject  of  the  French 
Revolution,  by  Benjamin  Bousfield, 
efq.”  ;  and  a  variety  of  other  pam¬ 
phlets,  partly  original,  and  partly 
tranflations  from  the  French,  which 
are  too  numerous  to  be  fpecified 
by  us. 

The  u  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the 
Old  Whigs,  in  confequence  of  fome 
late  Difcullions  in  Parliament  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Reflections  on  the  French 
Revolution,”  has  been  generally  at¬ 


tributed  to  Mr.  Burke  ;  and  was 
publifhed  in  order  to  eftabliih  the 
claims  of  that  gentleman  to  political 
confiftency  of  character,  and  to  fup- 
port  feveral  of  the  positions  in  his 
former  w  rk,  which  were  contefted 
by  Mr.  Paine.  This  performance 
was  foon  attacked  in  u  a  Letter  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke,  by 
George  Rous,  efq  ”  in  “  Strictures 
on  the  new  Political  Tenets  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke,  &c.  by- 
Charles  Pigott,  efq.”  ;  in  “  an  Exa¬ 
mination  of  an  Appeal  from  the? 
New  to  the  Old  Whigs,  &c.  by  W. 
Belfbam  ;”  and  in  numerous  other 
publications,  which  abundantly  de- 
teCt  the  pernicious  tendency  of  his 
political  principles. 

Mr.  Burke,  however,  has  not  been 
left  to  fuftain  the  conteft  aldile.  His 
principles  have  been  avowed,  andaii 
attempt  has  been  made  to  defend 
them,  by  Edw.  Tatham,  D.  D.  irt' 
his  u  Letters  to  the  Right  Flan.  Ed- 
mund  Burke,  on  Politics;”  by  Sa¬ 
muel  Cooper,  D.  D.  in  his  “  Firft 
Principles  of  Civil  and  EcclefiaftiCal 
Government  delineated,  in  two 
parts ;  in  Letters  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  oc- 
cafioned  by  his  to  Mr.  Burke  ;”  by 
an  anonymous  author,  who  profdEs 
to  uftier  into  the  world  “  a  Vin¬ 
dication,  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke’s  Reflections  on  the  Retold- 
tion  in  France,  in  Anfwer  to  all  his 
Opponents;”  and  by  other  light 
troops  who  have  occafionaliy  tnade 
their  appearance  in  the  field. 

On  the  fubjeCt  of  toleration,  and 
the  repeal  of  difqualifying  and  penal 
ftatutes,  the  following  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  publications  :  “  Obfervations 
on  theTeft  Laws,  in  reply  fq  “a  Re¬ 
view  of  the  Cafe  of  the  ProTeftant 
D if fenters.” ;  “  Thoughts  on  fuch 
Penal  Statutes  as  alTeCt  the  Protef- 
tant  D hie n ter s,  moft  refpeCtfully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  honourable  Promoter^ 
of  the  Bill  in  favour  of  protefting 
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Roman  Catholics,  bv  William  Par¬ 
ry  “  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon. 
.Edmund  Burke,  from  a  Diflenting 
Country  Attorney,  in  Defence  of 
his  Civil  Profeidbn*  and  Religious 
Dident “  an  Addrefs  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  in  which  ah  Anfwer  is  given  to 
the  principal  Obj  eft  ions  urged  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  Right 
Hon. Lord  North, and  th'eRight  Hon. 
W.  Pitt,  againd  the  Repeal  of  the 
Ted  Laws,  by  a  Mailer  of  Arts  of 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  “  The 
Welch  Freeholder’s  Vindication  of 
his  Letter  to  the  Right  Rev.  Samuel 
Lord  Bidibp  of  St.  David’s,  in  Reply 
10  a  Letter  from  a  Clergyman  of 
that  Diocefe,  together  with  Striftures 
on  the  faid  Letter;”  “  Six  Letters 
on  Intolerance  ;  and  Debate’s  in  the 
General  Aflembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  on  taking  into  Confider- 
ation  an  Overture  from  Jedburgh* 
fefpefting  the  Ted  Aft*” 

The  recital  of  the  infamous  tranf- 
aftions  which  took  place  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  on  thfe  14th  of  July  and  the 
following  days,  belongs  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  part  of  our  work.  Our  province, 
in  this  place,  is  only  to  record  the 
title  of  the  publications,  to  which 
thofe  tranfaftions  gave  rile.  'I lie 
Bid  of  thefe  was  a  fmall  traft,  in¬ 
cluding  “  Dr.  Prkflley’s  Letter  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  Birmingham ; 
Mr.  Keir’s  Vindication  of  the  Re¬ 
volution  Dinner,  and  Mr.  Ruffel’s 
Account  of  the  Proceedings  relating 
to  it,  with  the  Toads,  &c.”  To 
this  fucceeded  “  Thoughts  on  the 
Birmingham  Riots,  by  a  Welch  Free¬ 
holder;”  “Thoughts  oh  the  late 
Riots  of  Birmingham,”  by  a  Berfon 
who  is  for  attributing  all  the  Mif- 
ehief  committed  there  to  I)f.  Pried- 
lev ;  and  “a  Letter  to  the  Rev. 
Tofepb  Prieftley,  occafioned  by  his 
'late  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Birmingham.”  To  thefe  mud  be 


added,  “  Remarks  on  a  Serihdti 
lately  publiflied,  by  the  Rev.  Johri 
Clayton,  in  threeLetters  to  a  Friend* 
by  a  Pfoteftant  DilTenter and  a 
Remondrance  with  the  Rev.  J; 
Cldyton,  on  his  “  Sermon  on  the 
Duty  of  Chridians  to  Civil  Magif- 
trates,  occafioned  by  the  Riots  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  &c.”  ;  which  oeftow  pro¬ 
per  chadilement  on  the  preacher,  for 
his  injudicious,  fervile,  and  illiberal 
harangue.  The  lad  publication  re¬ 
lative  to  this  fubjeft,  which  we  have 
to  mention  is,  “  an  Appeal  to  the 
Public,  on  the  Subjeft  of  the  Riots 
at  Birmingham  ;  to  which  are  added, 
Striftures  on  a  Pamphlet  entitled 
4  Thoughts  on  the  late  R.iots  at 
Birmingham,’  by  Jofeph  Priedley* 
LL.  D.  &c.  This  publication 
contains  a  narrative  of  fafts,  which 
mud  make  every  liberal  minded 
Englishman  blufli,  for  the  ignorance 
and  bigotry,  and  perfecting  fpirit, 
which  have  appeared  in  this  boafted 
land  of  knowledge  and  liberty,  at  a 
period  when  nations  who  have  long 
been  the  fubjefts  of  defpotifm  and 
blind  zeal,  al  e  become  enlightened 
and  liberal  ;  and  for  the  favage  fe¬ 
rocity,  with,  which,  under  a  defective 
police,  they  have  been  differed  td 
perpetrate  outrages,  that  will  foi" 
ever  dain  the  annals  of  his  country. 
The  refieftions  which  thedoftor  has 
added,  do  great  credit  to  his  philo- 
fophy,  his  benevolence,  and  his  piety i 
On  the  fubjeft  of  the  Slave-Trade* 
the  following  tfeatifes  have  been  of¬ 
fered  to  the  public  notice:  u  a  few 
Words  on  the  Nature  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  the  MeafureS  which 
ought  to  be  adopted  “  Refieftions 
on  the  Slave  Trade,  with  Remarks 
on  the  Policy  of.  its  Abolition,  in  a 
Letter  to  a  Clergyman  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  by  G.  C.  P.”  “  Letter 
on  the  Slave  Trade*  and  the  Stat* 
of  the  Natives  in  thofe  Parts  Of  Africa 

Which 
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which  are  contiguous  to  Fort  St. 
Louis  and  Goree,  bv  T.  Clarkfon  ;” 
and  44  Obfervations  on  the  Evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  Houffi  of  Com¬ 
mons,  in  fupport  of  the  Bill  for  abo- 
iifhing  the  Slave  Trade.’5  All  of 
thefe  publications,  excepting  the  laff, 
plead  for  the  immediate  or  gradual 
abolition  of  that  inhuman  traffic. 

The  following  pamphlets  relate  to 
Indian  Politics :  44  a  Differtation  on 
the  Landed  Property  of  Bengal,  by 
C.  W.  B.  Rous,  efq.”  44  a  fliort  Re¬ 
view  of  the  Trade  of  the  Eait  indict 
Company,  between  the  Years  1789, 
and  1790,  taken  'from  Papers  laid 
before  the  Iio ufe  of  Commons,  du¬ 
ring  the  two  laft  Seffions  of  Par¬ 
liament  ;”  “a  Comparative  Review 
of  the  Adrniniftratipns  o.f  Mr.  fia- 
ifings,  and  Mr.Dundas,  in  War  and 
in  Peace,  by  Ralph  Broome,  efq.” 

44  The  Ship’s  Hufband,  a  Narra¬ 
tive,  being  a  Statement  of  Fails,  ad- 
drefled  to  the  Lion.  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
&c.  by  Capt,  John  Walfby and 
Addrefs  to  the  Proprietors  of  Eaft 
India  5to<;k,  and  to  the  Public,  &c. 
bv  Mr.  John  Fiott,  of  London, 
Merchant.’* 

The  trial  of  Mr.  Haflings,  gave 
rife  to  a  variety  of  pamphlets,  by 
E.  Chriftian,  efq.  R,  Broome,  efq. 
Capel  Lofft,  efcp  G.  Hardinge,  efq. 
major  John  Scott,  and  different 
anonymous  authors,  in  which  the 
queftion,  how  far  impeachments  are 
affedted  by  a  diffolution  of  parlia- 
snent  ?  was  particularly  difcuhed. 

We  fhall  now  clofe  our  account 
of  the  Political  publications  of  the 
year  1791,  by  a  Mifcellaneous  lift  of 
fuch  pieces  as  are  not  to  be  referred 
|o  any  of  the  foregoing  heads.  In. 
this  number  we  include  44  the  Let¬ 
ters  of  Brutus  to  celebrated  Politi¬ 
cal  Characters ;”  44  another  Sketch 
df  Reign  of  George  JII,  frour 
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the  Year  1780,  to  1790,  being  an 
Anfwer  to  a  Sketch,  &c.”  which  was 
noticed  bv  us  in  our  liiftorifal  de© 
partment ;  44  a  Short  Review  of  Mr® 
Pitt’s  Acftninifffiation  “Britifh 
Common  Senfe,  or  Rebellions  on 
the  prefent  State  of  the  Britilli 
Nation,  recommending  a  free' Un¬ 
influenced  Reprefentation  of  the' 
People,  &c.;”  “Thoughts  on  the 
(  anada  Bill 44  Thoughts  on  the 
prefent  Critical  Situation  of  Europe, 
addreffed  to  the  King,  and  both. 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  by  a  Friend 
to.  his  Country  ;”  44  Cohfidefations 
on  the  Approach  of  War,  and  the 
Condudt  of  his  Majefly’s  MiiiiHers;’* 
44  Serious  Enquiries  into  the  Mo¬ 
tives  and  Conlequences  of  our  pre¬ 
fent  Armament  againft  Ruflia;’* 

44  a  Seafonable  fhort  Hint,  Addref¬ 
fed  to  the  Landholders  and  Mer¬ 
chants  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
Alarm  of  a  War  with  Ruflia  ;V 
41  Parallel  between  the  Conduct  of 
Mr.  Burke  and  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  in 
their  Parliamentary  Conteft,  in  a 
Letter  to  the  Former;”  44  Patrio- 
tifin  and  the  Love  of  Liberty  de¬ 
fended,  in  two  Dialogues,  by  the 
Hon.  John  Somers  Cocks,  M.  P. 

44  polical  Speculations,  occafioned. 
bv  the  Progrefs  of  a  Democratic 
Spirit  in  England;”  44  the  Engiifh 
Freeholder;’1 44  Political  Dialogues  ;** 

44  Thoughts  on  the  Origin  and  Ex© 
cellence  of  Regal  Government 
and  44  moderate  Politics  devoted  %o 
Britons.” 

-  The  next  department  of  our  li¬ 
terary  hiftory,  includes  in  it  fuch 
publications  as  are  to  be  referred  to, 
the  head  of  critical,  claflical  and  po¬ 
lite  literature. 

"  In  our  Regifter  for  fchp  year  1789s 
we  announced  the  publication  of  a? 
new  and  beautiful  impreflion  of  the 
works  of  Saluft,  which  was  deferving 
of  high  commendation  for  its  cor- 
redfuefs,  and  typographicaF  exeeL_ 
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Jences.  In  the  following  year  the 
lame  editor  prefented  to  the  public 
“  Caii  Julii  Caefaris  Opera  omnia,” 
in  two  volumes  8vo,  according  to 
the  text  of  Oudendorp.  This  work 
poffeffes  all  the  evidences  of  accuracy 
and  care,  which  recommended  the 
edition  of  Saluft  ;  and  has  the  me¬ 
rit  of  being  a  Hill  more  beautiful 
fpecimen  of  the  excellence  to  which 
fome  of  our  countrymen  have  car¬ 
ried  the  typographical  art.  The 
firft  volume  contains  the  feven  books 
de  Bello  Gallico,  with  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  Hirtius ;  Nomenclator 
Geographicus,  principally  from  Or- 
felius ;  Scaliger’s  Notitia  Gallica  ; 
Clark’s  Index  of  the  Nations, Towns, 
and  Rivers  in  Gaul ;  the  fragments 
of  thofe  works  of  Caefar  which  are 
loft  ;  and  Dodwell’s  diflertation  on 
the  author  of  the  fupplement  to 
Qaefar’s  works.  The  fecond  volume 
contains  the  three  books  de  Bello 
Civile  ;  Hirtius  de  Bello  Alexan- 
jdrino,  and  de  Bello  Africano;  the 
book  de  Bello  Hifpanienft  ;  and  an 
index  to  the  principal  fails  record¬ 
ed  in  the  whole  of  C^far’s  Com- 
metaries.  Thefe  volumes  are  orna¬ 
mented  with  maps  of  ancient  Gaul, 
ancient  Spain,  and  of  the  principal 
places  mentioned  by  Caefar  ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  beautiful  head  of  that 
Roman,  and  a  plan  of  his  celebrated 
bridge  over  the  Rhine. 

The  Hiftory  of  Herodotus, 
tranflated  from  the  Greek,  with 
Notes,  by  W .  Bejoe,  in  four  vols? 
JBvo,”  is  a  very  valuable  acquifition 
to  the  Englifti  fcholar.  This  father 
of  hiftory,  as  he  is  ftvled  by  Cicero, 
>vrote  his  celebrated  work  about  the 
iniddle  of  the  fifth  century  before 
the  Chriftian  iEra :  and  from  that 
time,  when  it  was  read  publicly  at 
the  Olympic  Games,  it-  has  been 
the  fubjetft  of  the  admiration  and 
applaufe  of  men  of  learn.ng  and 
for  ejegance  and  fimplicity  of 


ftyle,  and  perfpicuity  of  arrange? 
ment,  as  well  as  for  impartiality 
and  extent  of  information.  In  fome 
inftances  he  is  acknowledged  to  have 
been  too  credulous  :  but  many  paf? 
fages  which  were  too  freely  con¬ 
demned  by  different  ancient  critics, 
have  been  fatisfacftorily  illuftrated 
and  effablifhed  by  later  enquiries. 
Mr.  Bcloe’s  tranflation  is  the  refult 
of  confiderable  labour  ;  and  does 
great  credit  to  his  learning,  abilities, 
and  tafte.  It  is,  in  general,  faith? 
fill  to  the  fenfe  and  fpirit  ot  the  ori¬ 
ginal  ;  and  as  literal  as  was  confift- 
ent  with  perfpicuity  and  elegance,- 
It  is  likewife  accompanied  with  a 
a  great  variety  of  learned  and  enter¬ 
taining  notes,  which,  exclufive  of 
Mr.  Beloe’s  own,  have  been  taken 
from  Larcher’s  French  tranflation, 
and  diligently  collected  in  the  couife 
of  his  reading  from  ancient  writers,, 
and  modern  travellers,  with  a  cu¬ 
rious  difquifitipn  on  the  manners  of 
the  Athenians ;  a  well-written  life 
of  Herodotus  ;  and  a  copious  index. 
We  are  given  to  underhand,  that 
our  tranflator  has  it  in  contem¬ 
plation  to  pubiifh  a  fifth  volume, 
containing  a  tranflation  of  Plutarch’s 
Tradl  on  Herodotus,  and  the  abbe 
Geino^'s  three  differtatibns  on  that 
fubjedt,  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Aca¬ 
demy  of  infcriptioii  and  Belles 
Lettres. 

“  Alciphron’s  Epiftles,  in  which 
are  defcribed  the  Dopneftic  Man¬ 
ners,  the  Courtefans,  and  Parafites 
of  Greece,”  have  been  now  iranf- 
lated  into  Englifh  for  the  firft  time, 
by  two  gentlemen  of  well  known 
literary  talents.  Alciphron’s  Epif¬ 
tles  are  not  eafily  to  be  procured ; 
and  his  merit  as  a  writer  is  noj:  yet 
generally  ascertained  in  the  learned 
world.  Dr,  Jortin’s  opinion  of  hi  in 
was,  “  That  as  an  ancient  Greek 
writer,  (probably  more  ancient  thaq 
b-ucian)  Alelphroq  delerves  to  be 
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perufed ;  but  he  who  fhall  expeCf 
much  entertainment  from  his  com- 
pofttions,  will  find  himfeif  difap- 
pointed :  that  they  are,  for  the 
moil  part,  uninterefting  and  fri¬ 
volous.”  Our  tranflators  differ  in 
opinion  from  that  learned  critic, 
declaring,  that  indead  of  meeting 
with  difappointment,  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  higheft  gratification  : 
that  fome  of  thefe  epidles  a  fiord 
the  44  mod  ancient  perfect  models  of 
Attic  elegance  others  difcover 
44  a  fpirit  of  gallantry,  which 
breathes  every  thing  that  beauty 
can  infpire,”  or  44  every  tender 
fentiment  which  fonclnefs  can  give 
birth  to,  and  every  elegant  turn 
that  it  can  produce.”  Between 
fuch  difcordant  opinions,  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  it  now  in  their  power  to 
decide. 

44  CBdipus,  King  of  Thebes,  a 
Tragedy,  from  the  Greek  of  Sopho¬ 
cles;  tranllated  into  profe,  with  Notes 
Critical  and  Explanatory,  by  George 
Somers  Clarke,  B.  D.”  affords  dif¬ 
fident  evidence  of  the  learning  and 
ability  of  the  tranflator.  But  we 
cannot  agree  with  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Clarke,  at  whofe  fuggedion.it  was 
undertaken,  44  that  fuch  a  verfion  of 
the  Greek  tragedies,  if  properly  ex 
rented,  would  poffefs  obvious  advan¬ 
tages  over  the  metrical  t ran dap ions, 
and  prove  of  fuperior  utility,  as  well 
to  the  clalfical  dudent,  as  to  the 
Englifh  reader.”  Whatever  ad¬ 
vantage  the  dudent  may  be  dip p  -fed 
to  derive  from  fuch  a  verfion,  which 
44  profeffes  no  more  than  the  obi  eft 
of  ufeful  expofition,”  we  think  it 
very  inadequate  to  convey  an  idea 
of  the  beauty  and  fpirit  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal. 

In  our  view  of  the  Literature  of 
the  year  1789,  we  mentioned,  in 
terms  of  warm  approbation,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  final!  treatife  by  Mr. 
fGilbett  Wakefield,  entitled  44  a  new 


Tranflation  of  thofe  Parts  of  the 
New  Tedament  whic  h  are  wrongly 
Trandated  in  our  common  Ver- 
fion.”  Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
prefent  year,  the  fame  author  publifh- 
ed  a  44  new  Tranflation  of  the  whole 
New  Tedament,  in  three  Volumes, 
with  a  Preface  and  Notes.”  We  have 
not,  however,  been  able  to  pay  that 
attention  to  this  work,  which  is  due 
to  its  importance,  and  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  learning  and  ingenuity  of 
the  author  :  and  mud  neceffarily 
defer  our  account  of  it  till  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  our  next  volume. 

The  44  Analytical  Effay  on  the 
G  reek  Alphabet,  by  Richard  Payne 
Knight,”  is  the  production  of  a 
learned  and  ingenious  philologid, 
who,  befide  the  abilities  of  a  pro¬ 
found  fchoiar,  poflcfiesthe  principles 
of  found  tade,  and  an  acquaintance 
with  the  graces  of  elegant  competi¬ 
tion.  After  introducing  an  apology 
for  his  vvoik,  in  which  he  refeues 
verbal  critics  from  the  fituaticn  to 
which  they  are  too  commonly  de¬ 
graded,  of  being  44  the  Pioneers  of 
Literature,”  he  divides  it  into  feven 
feftions.  In  the  fird  febtion,  he 
confiders  rhe  nature  and  caufcs  of 
articulate  founds,  and  afeertains  the 
origin,  form,  and  power  of  the  let? 
ters  of  the  alphabet.  In  the  fecond 
fed  ion,  he  confiders  in  what  modes 
and  degrees  particular  aids  of  vocal 
utterance  were  lengthened  or  fhort 
ened,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
and  clafs  of  rhe  letters  employed' in 
reprefenting  them.  The  third  fee? 
tion  treats  of  orthography;  the 
fourth  of  pronunciation,  orthogra? 
phy,  and  right  reading,  or  the  fird 
collocation  of  words.  In  the  fifth 
fe&ion,  Mr.  Knight  offers  a  variety 
of  reafons  to  lnew  that  the  Attic  dia*- 
le 6b  was  not  the  parent  one  in 
Greece,  or  the  proper  criterion  of 
purity  and  correCfnefs  ;  and  diredis 
fiis  readers  to  the  works  of  thofe 
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critics  and  grammarians,  whofe 
well  directed  labours  “  have  difpel- 
]ed  the  clouds  pf  grammatical 
jargon,  that  obfcured  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  part  of  the  Greek  tongue  ; 
i.  e.  the  inflexion  of  the  verbs. ?? 
In  the  fixth  fedlion,  he  gives  at  con- 
ftderable  length  his  reafons  for  re- 
jedling,  in  the  whole  of  his  enquiry, 
the  evidence  of  fome  very  celebrated 
and  important  monuments  of  anti¬ 
quity,  firft  publifhed  in  the  memoirs 
pf  the  French  Academy  of  Infcrip- 
tions  and  Beiles  Lettres,  and  fince 
cited  as  authentic  by  every  writer 
upon  the  fubjecl.  The  feventh  fec- 
tion  is  employe  d  in  ftridlures  upon 
the  Oxford  edition  of  the  Decree  of 
the  Lacedaemonians  againft  Timo- 
theus.  The  whole,  is  illuftrated  by 
engravings  of  coinsand  infcriptions, 
to  which  he  refers  in  the  courfe  of 
his  work.  This  cflTay  will  afford 

i  m  s 

entertainment  to  the  hiftorian  and 
antiquary,  as  well  as  the  philologift. 

“  Ariitarchus,  or  the' Principles  of 
Compofition  ;  containing  a  Metho¬ 
dical  Arrangement  pf  the  impropri¬ 
eties  frequent  in  Writing  and  Con- 
yerfation,  with  feledt  Rules  for  at¬ 
taining  to  Purity  and  Elegance  of 
Expreffion,”  was  the  produftion  of 
the  late  ingenious  and  very  eccentric 
Dr.  Withers,  Notwithftanding  the 
promife  in  the  title-page,  we, have 
piet  with  no  methodical  arrange¬ 
ment  in  this  work  ;  for  which  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  authoi , 
which  would  not  permit  him  to 
complete  his  defign,  may,  in  fome 
meafure  be  admitted  as  an  apology. 
But  although  unconnected,  and  de- 
fultory,  apd  diftinguifhed  by  all  the 
peculiarities  of  the  author,  it  con¬ 
tains  a  number  of  ingenious  and 
fenfible  remarks,  which  defer ve  the 
potice  of  more  methodical, and  more 
fortunate  grammarians. 

The  u  Effay  on  the  Principles  of 
Traflation,”  is  the  puublication  of 
m  anonymous  author,  which .  js  in- 
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tended  to  fupply  the  deficiences  ort 
a  fubjedt,  to  which  didadti-c .  wri¬ 
ters,  either  among  the  ancients 
or  moderns,  have  not  paid  a  fuffit 
cient  attention.  ,His  defign  is,  to 
examine  the  neceffary  requisites 
of  a  good  verfion :  and  to  take  a 
middle  path  between  thofe  who  in¬ 
fill  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  trani- 
lator  to  attend  only  to  the  fenfe  and 
fpirit  of  his  original,  and  to  com¬ 
municate  the  ideas  of  his  author  in 
what  he  judges  to  be  the  moil  fuitr 
aide  expc-eflions  >  and  thofe  who 
contend  that  it  is  farther  neceffary* 
to  attend  Bristly  to  the  arrangement 
of  his  fentences,  -and  even  to  their? 
order  and  conftrudtion.  A  good 
tranflation  he  defines  to  be,  “that 
in  which  the  merit  of  the  original 
work  is  fo  completely  tranfufed 
into  another  language,  as  to  be  as 
diftinctly  apprehended,  and  as 
ftron.gly  felt,  bv  -  a-  native  of  the 
country,  to.  which  that  language 
belongs,  as  it  is  by  thofe  who  fpeak 
the  language  of  the  original  work.” 
From  this ,  definition  of  a  good' 
tranflation,  he  lays  down  the  fol¬ 
lowing  laws :  that  the  tranflation 
fhould.give  a. complete  tranfeript  of 
the  original  work  ;■  that  the  ftyle 
and  manner  of  writing-  fliould  he  of 
the  fame  character  with  that  of  the- 
original,;  and  that  the  tranfla¬ 
tion  fliould  have  all  the  eafe  of 
original  compofition.  We  cannot' 
follow  him  in  the  manner  in  which 
thefe  laws  are  diftinctly  confidered 
in  the  fubordinate  precepts  which 
he  lays  down  ;  and  in  the  appofite. 
examples  by  which  they  are  illuf¬ 
trated.  It.  is  but  juflice,  however, 
to  obferve,  that  the  author  is  dif¬ 
tinguifhed  by  exteafive  knowledge., 
and  juft  tafte  and  diferimination ; 
and  that  he  is  peculiarly  happy  in 
rnanvof  the  remarks  and  illuftrations. 

1  j\.  ,  *• 

which  accompany  his  work. 

.  In  our.  account  of  the  Literature 
of  the  year  1 ;  9 1 3  we  announced,  in 
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the  department  afligned  to  works  of 
a  Metaphyfical  nature,  a  publica¬ 
tion  entitled.  “  Effays,  Philofophical, 
Hiftorical,  and  Literary,”  which,  as 
we  have  been  fince  given  to  under¬ 
hand,  was  the  produSfion  of  Mr. 
Bellham,  of  Bedford.  During  the 
prefent  year,  a  fecond  volume  of 
thofe  EfTays  has  been  published  ; 
which  it  would  have  been  more  re¬ 
gular  to  have  noticed  in  the  fame 
department  of  our  prefent  volume. 
As,  however,  it  was  overlooked  by 
tlvs  in  proper  time  for  infertion  in 
our  metaphyfical  lift,  and  is,  partly, 
of  a  literary  complexion,  we  take 
the  opportunity  of  mentioning  it  in 
this  place.1  The  prefent  volume  is 
fo  fimilar  to  the  preceding,  with 
refpedf  to  its  general  fpirit  and  cha¬ 
racter,  that  its  merits  need  not  to 
be  particularly  mentioned.  We 
think  the  author,  hov  ever,  to  be 
more  vulnerable  than  in  his  former 
volume,  in.fome  of  his  metaphyfical 
papers  ;  and  particularly,  in  his 
eflay  on  eccleiiaftical  ^ftabliftiments. 
In  the  walk  of  hiftorv,  he  offers  a 
variety  ofjudiciqus  and  liberal  reflec¬ 
tions  ;  and  in  his  moral  and  critical 
papers,  is  often  inftru&ive  and  en¬ 
tertaining. 

The  treatife  entitled  “  Ouriofities 
of  Literature,”  is  a  colle&ion  of  va¬ 
rious  anecdotes,  characters,  (ketches, 
and  obfervations,  literary,  critical, 
and  hittorical,  from  which  we  have 
received  confiderable  entertainment. 
It  is  divided  into  three  feCtions, 
under  the  titles  of,  Literature  and 
Criticifm,  Anecdotes,  and  Mifcel- 
lanea.  Many  of  the  particulars 
under  thefe  divifions  are  not  new. ; 
but  the  greater  part  will  be  found 
fo  by  molt  Englifh  readers,  as  the 
editor  has  been  liberal  in  his  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  Menagiana,  and 
other  French  memoirs,  dictionaires 
id’anecdotes,  &c.  See,  On  the 
whole,  we  think  it  the  molt  judL 
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cious  and  pleafing  feleCtion  of  the 
kind  that  we  have  even  feen.  The 
compiler  has  given  proof,  not  only 
of  extenfive  and  various  reading, 
in  the  articles  which  compofe  his 
cabinet  of  curiofities,  but  of  a  found 
judgment  and  correCt  tafte,  in  the 
reflections  and  remarks  which  he 
frequently  introduces.  His  ftyle 
and  language,  likewife,  are  perlpi- 
cuous,  poliffied,  and  elegant. 

The  u  Critical  Pronouncing: 
DiCtionarv,  and  Expofition  of  the 
Englifh  Language,  Sec.  by  John 
Walker,  Author  cf  Elements  of 
Elocution,  Sec.”  contains  the  com¬ 
mendable  and  laborious  attempt  of 
a  refpeCtable  grammarian  and  ver¬ 
bal  critic,  to  furnifh  a  more  perfect 
and  unexceptionable  guide  to  the 
true  pronunciation  of  the  Englifh. 
language,  than  any  which  hath 
hitherto  been  offered  to  the  public. 
Of  the  labours  of  his  predeceffors 
in  orthoepy,  he  makes  rdfpeftfui 
mention,  particularly  thofe  of  El- 
phinftone,  Kenrick,  Sheridan  and 
Nai  -es  ;  while  he  freely  points  out 
thofe  defects,  improprieties,  and  in- 
confiftences  in  them,  which  he  has 
endeavoured  to  avoid  in  his  work. 
A  general  idea  of  Mr.  Wraiker?s  ob¬ 
ject  may  be  learned  from  his  own 
words.  u  It  not  only  exhibits  the 
principles  of  pronunciation,  as  others 
have  done,  divides  the  words  into 
fyllables,  and  marks  the  founds  of 
the  vowels  like  Dr.  Kenrick,  fpells 
the  words  as  they  are  pronunced 
like  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  direSls  the 
infpeftor  to  the  rule  by  the  word 
like  Mr.  Nares;  but  where  words 
are  fubjedl  to  different  pronuncia¬ 
tions,  it  (hews  the  reafons  from 
analogy  for  each  ;  produces-  autho¬ 
rities  for  one  fide  and  the  other, 
and  points  out  the  pronunciation 
which  is  preferable.  In  fiiorl,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  unite  the 
fcience  of  Me  Elphiritone.,  the  me- 
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thod  of  Mr.  Nares,  and  the  general 
utility  of  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  and  to  add 
to  thefe  advantages,  have  given 
critical  obfervations  on'  fuch  words 
as  are  fubjedt  to  a  diverfity  of  pro¬ 
nunciation.”  In  reading  this  work, 
we  occafionally  found  reafon  to  dif¬ 
fer  from  Mr.  Walker,  in  the  extent 
to  which  he  has  carried  his  theore¬ 
tical  principles,  and  in  his  reafon- 
i-ngs  from  analogy,  etymology,  and 
cuftom.  We,  likewife,  fometimes 
thought,  that  his  directions  were 
too  arbitrary  and  fanciful.  Yet  it 
is  but  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that 
he  has,  in  a  great  variety  of  in- 
ffances,  improved  much  upon  the 
efforts  of  his  predeceffors;  g.nd  con¬ 
tributed,  very  conliderably,  towards 
fixing  a  ftandard  of  pronunciation, 
which  is  not  onlv  defirable  for 
foreigners,  learning  the  Englifh 
language,  but  even  for  Englifhmen 
themfelves. 

The  “  Difcourfe  delivered  to  the 
Students  of  the  Roval  Academy,  on 
the  Diftribution  of  the  Prizes,  Dec. 
10th.  1790,  by  the  Prefident,”  like 
the  former  difcourfes  of  fir  Joflma 
Reynolds,  contains  interefting  and 
valuable  advice  to  fludents  in  the 
art  of  painting,  delivered  in  his  pe¬ 
culiarly  elegant  and  energetic  lan¬ 
guage.  After  intimating  the  pro¬ 
bability  that  it  was  the  laft  time 
fie  fhould  have  the  honour  of  ad- 
dreffing  them,  in  that  place,  fir 
Jofhua  takes  a  review  of  the  fyftem 
which  he  had  laid  down  in  his 
former  effays,  gives  fome  proper 
illuffrations  of  his  principles,  and 
finifhes,  as  he  began,  with  the  name 
.of  Michael  Angelo,  That  great 
man  he  ftyles,  u  the  exalted  found¬ 
er  and  father  of  modern  art,  of 
which  he  was  not  only  the  inven¬ 
tor,  but  which  he,  by  the  divine 
energy  of  his  own  mind,  carried  at 
once  to  its  higheft  point  of  pofiible  ' 
perfection.”  And  it  is  the  princi- 
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pal  objedt  of  this  difcourfe  to'  peN 
fuade  voung  art  ids  to  fludv  the 
works  of  that  m after,  and  to  pro- 
pofe  methods  bv  which  they  may 
acquire  fomething  of  his  ftyle. 
The  polite  fcholar,  as  well  as  the 
artift  and  connoiffeur,  will  receive 
pleafure  a,nd  inftrudtion  from  this 
effort  of  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds  pen  j 
and  will  lament  with  us,  that,  as 
the  author’s  mind  Teemed  to  for- 
bode,  it  proved  his  laft  effort. 

From  the  “  Remarks  on  Foreft 
Scenery,  and  other  Woodland 
Viewsf  relative  chiefly  to  Pidturefque 
Beauty)  illuftrated  bv  the  Scenes 
of  the  New  Foreft  in  Hamp- 
fliire,  by  William  Gilpin,  A.  M.  in 

2  Vols,”  we  have  received  confider- 
ahle  entertainment.  Notwithftajad- 
ing  that  from  the  nature  of  his  fub- 
jeCts,  they  may  not  prove  fo  gener¬ 
ally  interefting  as  his  former  pro- 
dudtions,  they  exhibit,  neverthelefs, 
numerous  and  finking  evidences 
of  the  author’s  tafte,  judgment-,  and 
knowledge ;  and  contain,  befide 
fcientific  obfervations,  a  variety  of 
lively  defcriptions  and  amufing 
anecdotes.  The  waflud  etchings 
which  illuftrate  thefe  volumes,  are 
executed  in  a  ftyle  that  deferves 
much  commendation. 

I11  Poetical  tranflation,  the  firft 
work  that  calls  for  our  notice  is, 
“  The  Iliad  and  Odyffey  of  Homer, 
tranflated  into  Englifh  Blank  Verfe, 
by  W.  Cowper,  efq.”  in  2  vols. 
qto.  In  his  preface  Mr.  Cowper 
obferves,  that,  “  whether  a  tranf¬ 
lation  of  Homer  mav  be  belt  exe- 
cuted  in  blank  verfe  or  in  rhime, 
is  a  queftion  in  thedecifion  of  which 
no  man  can  find  difficulty,  who 
has  even  duly  confidered  what 
tranflation  ought  to  be,  or  who  js 
in  any  degree  pradtically  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  thofe  very  different  kinds 
of  verfification.”  With  refpedl  to 
the  free  and  clo£e  translations,  in- 
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conveniencies  belong  to  both. 

**  The  former  can  hardly  be  true 
to  the  original  author’s  fly le  and 
planner,  and  the  latter  is  apt  to 
be  fervile.  The  one  loofes  his  pe¬ 
culiarities,  and  the  other  his  i  pi- 
rit.  Were  it  poffible,  therefore, 
to  find  an  exadl  medium,  a  man¬ 
lier  fo  clofe  that  it  fhould  let  flip 
nothing  of  the'  text,  nor  mingle 
any  thing  extraneous  along  with 
it,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  free  as 
£o  have  an  air  of  originality,  this 
feems  precifely  the  mode  in  which 
an  author  might  be  beft  rendered.” 
And  he  allures  h;s  readers,  “  that 
to  difcover  this  very  delicate 
line  is  difficult,  and  to  proceed  by 
it  when  found,  through  the  whole 
length  of  a  poet  voluminous  as 
Homer,  nearly  impoffiible.  He  can 
onlv  pretend  to  have  endeavoured 
if.”  Whether  it  be  owing  to  a 
want  of  juft  tafte,  or  not,  our  read¬ 
ers  muft  determine,  but  we  frankly 
acknowledge, that  we  have  never  read 
any  tranflations  of  the  Greek  or 
Roman  poets,  in  blank  verfe,  with 
a  degree  of  pleafure  equal  to  what 
we  have  received  from  tranflations 
in  rhyme.  And  we  have  alfo  en¬ 
tertained  the  opinion,  that,  from  the 
different  idioms  of  a  dead  and  liv¬ 
ing  language,  a  dole  and  literal 
franflation,  particularly  in  blank 
verfe,  would  not  do  juft  ice  to  the 
.fpirit  and  meaning  of  an  original  : 
pr,  if  fo  executed  as  to  be,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  a  faithful  verfion,  that  it 
muft  prove  harfli,  inharmonious, 
and  unp^eafing.  With  thefe  pre- 
poffieffions,  we  took  up  Mr.  Cow- 
per’s  tranflation:  and  we  cannot 
fay  that  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  executed  his  laborious  and  dif¬ 
ficult  talk,  has  tended  greatly  to  re¬ 
move  them.  We  would  by  no 
means  be  confidered  as  impeaching 
Mr.  Cowper’s  learning,  or  poeti¬ 
cal  abilities :  for  we  think  him 
entitled  tp  a  very  high  commenda- 
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tion  for  the  numerous  evidences  of 
both,  which  we  have  met  with  in 
thefe  volumes.  Ther  fpirit  and 
manner  of  the  origins  l,  in  paffiages 
diftinguifhed  for  their  poetical  ex¬ 
cellence,  are  frequent!  y  transfu fed 
into  this  copy,  with  \  Jecuftar  feli¬ 
city  ;  and  many  of  th  e  difficulties 
in  the  Grecian  bard,  are  very  fuc- 
cefsfully  elucidated.  But  on  the 
whole,  the  perufal  of  h  is  work  left 
that  difatisfadfion  in  our  mind, 
which  we  before  ha  d  expected 
from  our  difapprobati  on  of  his 
defign.  As  a  poetical  performance, 
its  merits  are  greatly  inferior  to  the 
other  productions  of  Mir.  Cowper, 
with  which  we  have  formerly  been 
greatly  delighted. 

The  “  Tranflation  off  all  the  Py¬ 
thian,  Nemean,  and  Ifthmian  Odes 
of  Pindar,  excepting  th.e  fourth  and 
fifth  Pythian  Odes,  an  d  thofe  Odes 
which  have  been  tranffiated  by  the 
the  late  Gilbert  Weft,  efq.  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Banifter,”  do  great  honour 
to  the  learning  and  poetical  tafte  of 
that  gentleman.  Like  Mr.  Weft’s 
incomparable  performance,  his 
work  is  frequently  a  paraphrafe, 
rather  than  a  tranflation  ;  and  is 
defervedly  to  be  commended  for 
its  fpirit,  elegance,  and  harmony  of 
verfification. 

“  Oenone  to  Paris,  an  Epiftle  of 
Ovid  ;  to  which  is  added  an  Elegy 
of  Shenftone,  tranflated  into  Latin 
elegiac  Ver.e,”  is  a  performance 
which  is  not  deftitute  of  merit,  al¬ 
though  the  author  does  not  poffiefs 
very  high  claims  to  critical  appro¬ 
bation,  Of  the  two  verfions  which 
he  has  given  us,  the  Englifh  one  is 
the  heft. 

Among  the  general  poetical  pub¬ 
lications  of  the  year  1-91,  we  meet 
with  a  volume  of  “  Poems,  by  Mrs. 
Pvobinfan.”  Many  of  the  pieces 
which  com.pofe  this  volume  were 
publifhed  by  the  fair  authorefs 
under  different  fignatures,  in  fome 
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of  our  pub] ii:  prints.  They  deferve, 
however,  a  greater  chance  for  per¬ 
petuity,  than  they  were  likely  to  re¬ 
ceive  if  confined  to  fuch  repo- 
fitories  ;  and  were  very  properly 
brought  into  this  collected  form. 
Thefe  poems  confift,  chiefly,  of 
odes,  elegies,  and  fonnets  :  and 
they  are  diftinguifhed  by  great  ten- 
dernefs  of  feeling,  beautiful  poetic 
imagery,  harmony  of  verfification, 
and  uncommon  elegance  and  deli¬ 
cacy  of  expreffion.  In  fome  paf- 
fages  we  thought  them  olpfcure, 
from  a  too  great  fondnefs  which 
feems  to  have  prevailed  for  origin¬ 
ality  of  Tenement,  and  brilliancy  of 
language.  To  this  volume,  which 
Is  beautifully  printed,  there  is  pre¬ 
fixed  an  elegant  portrait  of  Mrs. 
Robinfon,  from  a  painting  by  fir 
Jofhua  Reynolds. 

“  The  Poetry  of  the  World,  vols. 
III.  and  IV.”  is  a  continuation  of 
a  collection  noticed  by  us  in  our 
Regifter  for  the  year  1788,  that  is 
intended  to  preferve  a  number 
of  elegant  and  pleating  poems, 
wdiich  had  at  different  times  been 
inferted  in  the  paper  mentioned  in 
the  title-page,  from  the  fate  to 
which  fuch  unconnected  and  fingle 
pieces  are  commonly  configned. 
As  they  are  the  productions  of  dif¬ 
ferent  authors,  in  different  fitua- 
tions  and  circumftances,  they  mil  ft 
be  fuppofed  to  pofi'efs  different  me¬ 
rits.  Among  the  name  of  the  con¬ 
tributors  to  this  collection,  are 
thofe  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Merry, 
Mrs.  Cowley,  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr. 
Colman,  Mrs.  Robinfon,  captain 
Broome,  and  captain  Topham. 

u ,  Salmagundi,  a  Mifcellaneous 
Combination  of  Original  Poetry; 
*confifting  of  Illufions  of  Fancy; 
Amatory,  Elegiac,  Lyrical,  Epi- 
grammatical,  and  other  palatable 
Ingredients,”  is  a  publication  of 
very  cqnfiderable  merit.  In  the 


different  fpecies  of  poetical  cotrir 
pofition  which  the  author  has  at¬ 
tempted,  he  has  fucceeded  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  will  afford  entertainment 
to  every  reader  of  tafte.  The  Il¬ 
lufions  of  Fancy  fhew,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  poffeffes  great  fertility  of  ima¬ 
gination  ;  the  Amatory  and  Elegiac 
Odes  are  elegant  and  harmonious  ; 
the  Epigrams  and  Songs  pointed  and 
lively;  and  the  pieces  of  wit  and 
humour,  highly  entertaining.  Some 
flight  imperfections,  in  point  of 
perfpicuitv,  and  the  harmony  of 
the  rhymes,  were  noticed  by  us, 
while  we  partook  delicioufly  of  this 
poetical  treat ;  but  they  bear  no 
proportion  to  its  general  excellence. 

The  <f  Poems  by  the  Author  of 
the  Village  Curate,  and  Adriano,” 
are  of  a  fimilar  character  with  his 
former  works,  of  which  we  have 
already  given  our  opinion.  Many 
paffages  in  them  are  highly  poeti¬ 
cal  and  beautiful;  while  others  be¬ 
tray  a  feeblenefs,  and  negligence, 
that  are  very  unbecoming  the  au¬ 
thor’s  known  abilities.  The  prin- 
pal  pieces  in  this  collection  are,  El¬ 
mer  and  Ophelia,  a  Ample  and  in- 
terefiing  ftory  ;  and  Panthea,  a  dra¬ 
matic  narrative,  taken  from  the 
Cyropaedia  of  Xenophon,  which* 
though  in  fome  parts  deferiptive 
and  pathetic,  is  not  fufficiently  cor¬ 
rect,  diferiminative,  and  animated, 
to  extort  any  warm  applaufe. 

The  volume  of  4‘  Poeiiis,  by  J; 
Aikin,  M.  D.”  is  the  production  oil 
an  author  who,  to  a  vigorous  ima¬ 
gination,  and  correCt  claffic  tafte, 
unites  extenfive  knowledge,  a  found 
judgment,  great  delicacy  of  feeling,’ 
and  liberal  and  enlarged  philanthro¬ 
py.  Of  the  pieces  of  which  this 
volume  confifts,  too  numerous  to 
be  diftinCtly  mentioned  by  us,  fome 
are  confecrated  to  the  domeltic  af- 
feCtions,  and  to  friendship,  and  will 
be  found  truly  pleafing  and  beau-’ 


tiful;  In  others,  when  the  author 
gives  way  to  the  illufions  of  fancy, 
we  meet  with  a  boldnefsof  imagery, 
and  ftrength  of  colouring,  that  are 
highly  poetical.  His  tranfiations, 
iikewife,  and  irhitations,  are  ele¬ 
gant  and  happy.  But  the  molt  ani¬ 
mated  of  thefe  poems  are  thcfe  em¬ 
ployed  ori  political  fubjebts,  in 
which  the  author  breathes  the  mold 
generous  and  patriotic  fentiments. 
As  an  apology  for  thefe  pieces  (which 
needed  no  apology)  Dr.  Aikin  ob- 
ferves,  ie  that  with  a  mind  ftrongly 
impreffed  with  determined  opinions 
on  fome  of  the  mod  important  to¬ 
pics  which  abluate  mankind,  he 
could  not  reft  fatisfied  without  at¬ 
tempting  to  employ  (as  far  as  he 
poftefted  it)  the  nobleft  of  arts,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  nobleft  of  cau¬ 
ses.”  t  i 

“  Whift,  a  Poem,  in  twelve  Can¬ 
tos,”  is  profeftedly  a  Didabtic  poem  ; 
and  on  a  fubjebt  which  comes  home 
to  the  bufinefs  and  bofoms  of  the 
major  part  of  the  faftiionable  world. 
And  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that  the 
author  appears  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  his  fubjebt ;  which  he  enlivens 
with  pleaftng  epifodes  and  digref- 
fions,  and  a  variety  of  humourous 
and  fatirical  reflebtions.  The  flec¬ 
tion  under  which  he  deferibes  the 
origin  and  benefits  of  the  game,  is 
happily  imagined,  and  well  cond  libb¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  author’s  poetical  talents, 
though  not  of  the  firlt  rate,  far 
above  mediocrity. 

The  “  Poems" on  various  Subjebls, 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Windle  Carr,”  con- 
lift  of  odes,  elegies,  epiftles,  a 
monody  to  the  memory  of  Shen- 
fione,  &c.  &c.  The  author  is  a 
pleaftng  writer ;  and  his  labours  are 
deferving  of  praife,  on  account  of 
the  zeal  and  liberality  with  which 
he  enters  the  lifts  in  defence  of  piety 
and  good  inor  Is.  But  he  hoes  not 
ieeiu  to  poflcis  that  poetic  e  and 


energy,  that  will  entitle  him  to  an 
exalted  feat  among  the  fbns  of  Par- 
riaffus. 

“  The  Aboriginal  Britons,  a 
prize  Poem,  fpoken  in  the  Theatre 
at  Oxford,  July  8.  [79  E.  by  George 
Richards,  B.  A.”  does  great  credit 
to  the  judgment,  and  the  poetical 
abilities  of  the  author.  The  abori¬ 
ginal  Britons  are  conftdeted  with  re - 
f’pebt  to  their  national  and  domeftic 
charabler,  their  internal '  diflentions* 
manner  of  fighting,  behaviour  after 
k  defeat,  treatment  of  captives  after 
a  vibfory,  religious  opinions  and  ce¬ 
remonies,  their  dobtrines  of  the 
tranftnigration  and  immortality  of 
the  foul,  with  their  dffebts ;  to 
which  is  added  a  view  of  the  cha- 
r abler i flics  of  liberty  in  the  favage 
ftate  of  this  ifland,  contrafted  with 
that  poli filed  freedom  which  refulrs 
from  a  civilifed  ftate  of  manners. 
In  treating  thefe  topicu,  Mr. 
Richards  fhews  liimfelf  to  be  a  man 
of  learning,  as  well  as  genius.  And 
his  poem  recommends  itfelf  by  great 
ftrength  of  imagery,  animated  de- 
feription,  correitnefs  of  thought; 
and  by  a  fmoothnefs  and  harmony 
of  numbers,  which  afford  promt  ling 
hopes  of  his  proving  a  very  fuccefs- 
ful  votary  of  the  mufes, 

“  The  Shakfpeare  Gallery  a  Po¬ 
em,  by  Mr.  Jerningham,”  dqes. 
not  pafs  any  judgment  upon  the  pic¬ 
tures  that  are  now  exhibited  in  the 
gallery ;  but  attempts  to  point  out 
new  fubjebls  for  future  exhibi¬ 
tions.  Thefe  are  all  taken  from 
the  works  of  our  immortal  bard; 
and  offer  excellent  hints  to  thofe  ar- 
tifts  who  have  engaged  to  afftft  in 
completing  Mr.  Boydell’s  grand  de- 
ftgn.  As  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  poem  is  executed,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  it  will  do  honour  to 
the  talents  of  Mr.  Jerningham,  as 
a  veteran  in  the  poetic  art. 

“  Seventeen  Hundred  and  ninety- 

one, 
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one,  a  Poem,  in  Imitation  of  the 
Thirteenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  by 
Arthur  Murphy,  efq.”  is  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  another  veteran  in  litera¬ 
ture  and  poetry,  who  by  coming 
forwards  in  th$  manner  he  has  done, 
to  entertain  the  public,  is  entitled  to 
frefh  tokens  of  their  applayfe  and 
gratitude.  The  mod:  fuccefsful  at¬ 
tempts  of  f)r.  Johnfon,  as  a  poet, 
were  his  invitations  of  the  third  and 
tenth  fat  ire  :s  of  Juvenal,  in  his  po- 
tras  entitled,  London,  and  the 
Vanity  of  Human  Wifhes.  Mr. 
Murphy,  as  he  informs  us  in  his 
preface,  fj  equently  urged  him  to 
write  an  tfmitation  of  the  thirteenth 
iatire:  but  his  anfwer  always  was, 
44  I  wifti  it  was  done.”  This  talk 
Mr.  Murphy  has  executed  in  the 
pkce  before  us,  which  is  an  happy 
Imitation  of  the  original;  and  fpi- 
rited  and  elegant  as  a  poetical  com- 
pofition.  We  wereforry,  however, 
that  the  pleafure  we  received  in 
reading  it  fhould  be  mixed  with  any 
difagreeable  alloy.  For  attached  as 
we  are  to  the  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  we  could  not  avoid 
obferving,  with  ftroffg  fenfations  of 
difapprobation,  fome  very  illiberal 
pafiages,  in  which  the  author  unne- 
ce/Tarily  introduces  reflections  on  the 
advocates  for  liberty  of  confcience, 
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a'nd  the  rights  of  men. 

The  44  Ode  for  the  14th  of  July 
*1791,  the  Dav  confecrated  to  Free¬ 
dom;  being  the  Anniverfary  of  the 
Revolution  in  France,  bv  Robert 
Merry,  A.  M.”  is  a 'fpirited  compo- 
fition  in  defence  of  the  principles  of 
liberty,  and  well  adapted  to  the  de- 
fign  of  the  meeting  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  where  it  was  re¬ 
cited. 

The  44  Epiftle  to  William  Wilber- 
force,  efq.  on  the  Rejection  of  the 
Bill  for.  Aboli filing  the  Slave  Trade, 
by  Anna  Letitia  Barbauld,’'  is  a 
beautiful  and  highly  animated  poem, 
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facred  to  the  caufe  of  benevolence 
and  humanity.  In  vigorous  and 
keen  fatiricai  drains,  our  poetefs 
ladies  the  majority  of  the  Britifh 
fenate  who  rejeCted  the  late  (lave 
bill,  and  expofes  the  luxurious  lives 
and  depraved  manners  of  the  Weft 
India  planters.  We  need  not  fay 
that  every  lover  of  genuine  poetry, 
whatever  be  his  opinion  on  the  fub- 
jeCt  which  the  authorefs  has  chofen, 
will  be  highly  gratified  by  the  peru- 
fa.l  of  this  e piffle. 

The  44  Farewell,  for  two  Years, 
to  England,  a  Poem,  by  Helen 
Maria  Williams,”  is  the  production 
of  another  favourite  of  the  public, 
and  confecrated  to  humanity  and  li¬ 
berty.  With  the  profpeCt  before 
her  of  quitting  her  native  land,  on 
a  vifitto  France,  mifs  Williams  re¬ 
calls  to  mind  the  innocent  pleafures 
of  early  youth,  which  die  defcribes 
in  elegant  and  pathetic  language; 
and  afterwards  indulges  her  mufe  in 
more  ardent  and  energetic  ftrains, 
when  contemplating  the  renovation 
of  Gallic  liberty,  and  expoftulating 
with  the  enemies  to  freedom,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  that  of  France,  or  that  of 
Africa.  To  thofe  whofe  bofoms 
glow  with  the  fame  enlarged  fenti- 
ments,  this  beautiful  poem  will  af¬ 
ford  conliderable  pleafure. 

The  44  genuine  poetical  Compo- 
fttions  on  various  Subjects,  by  E. 
Bentley,”  are  the  productions  of  an 
uneducated  mufe,  who,  if  we  may 
judge  from  thefe  efforts  of  her  pen, 
is  not  unworthy  the  patronage  which 
die  has  received  from  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  refpeClable  fubfcribers.  Her 
imagination  is  ftrong  and  lively; 
her  language,  in  general,  correCt 
and  elegant,  and  her  numbers  har¬ 
monious. 

From  Peter  Pindar’s  pen  we  have 
received  the  following  pieces,  during 
the  prefent  year:  44  The  Lou  dad, 
•CantoIII;”  44  the  Rights  of  Ki  ns;” 

44  Odes 


u  Odes  to  Mr.  Paine,  author  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  &c. 44  The  Re- 
monftrance,  an  Ode  to  my  Afs;” 
and  44  a  commiferating  Epiftle  to  the 
Earl  of  Lon t dale.5’ 

Of  the  following  articles  we  can 
only  infert  the  names  :  44  Poems, 
wherein  it  is  attempted  to  defcribc 
certain  Views  of  Nature  and  Ruftic 
Manners  ;”  44  Sonnets  from  Shak- 
fpeare,  bv  Albert;”  44  the  Bofom 
Friend,  by  an  Etonian;”  44  the  Teft 
of  England,  a  Differtation  on  Hu¬ 
man  Authority  in  a  Divine  Reli¬ 
gion;”  44  Poetical  Eftays,  on  feve- 
ral  Theological  Subjects:”  Poetic. 
Laurels,  by  Maria  and  Harriet 
Fakoner;  44  the  Female  Geniad,  by 
Elizabeth  Ogilvie  Benger  ;”  44  the 
Triumph  of  Friendfhip,  by  W. 
Colder 44  Mifceilaneons  Poems, 
and  a  Tragedy,  by  Mrs.  Weft  a 
<4  Monody  at  Matlock,  by  W.  L. 
Bowles  ;”  44  an  Elegy  written  at  the 
Hot  Wells  Briftol,”  by  the  fame, 
the  44  Feftivalof  Beauty  and  Enthu- 
fiafm  of  Genius;”  44  the  Baviad,  in 
Imitation  of  the  firft  Satire  of  Per- 
fius 44  Modern  Poets,  a  Satire 
44  Heroic  Epiftle  to  Dr.  Prieftley;” 
44  Heroic  Epiftle  to  the  right  hon. 
Edmund  Burke ;”  44  the  Ladies  Afs 
Race,  a  Poem;”  H  the  Fruits  of 
FaClion;”  44  Heroic  Epiftle  to  the 
King,  with  a  Word  to  the  Poet 
Laureate;”  44  the  Dictates  of  Indig¬ 
nation,  on  the  Slave  Trade;” 
44  Eugenius,  by  Mary  Locke ;” 
44  the  Epitaph  Writer,  by  J.  Bow¬ 
den  ;”  44  the  Miller’s  Tale  from 
Chaucer;”  44  a  Serio-comic  Poem, 
entitled  the  Budget  u  Reflections 
at  the  Tomb  of  Columbus,  by  a 
Lady;”  44  a  Poem  to  the  Memory 
of  G.  F.  Handel  ;  44  Elegiac  Verfes 
to  the  Memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Steb- 
bing  ;”  44  an"  Ode  to  Handel,  by 
IF.  Pratt,  A.  M.;”  and  44  Extracts, 
Elegant,  InftruClive,  and  Enter¬ 
taining*,;  in  Poetry,”  in  one  large 


volume  8vo.  The  defign  of  the 
laft  mentioned  work  is,  to  Ripply 
young  perfons  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fchool  education,  with  a  greater  va¬ 
riety  of  Engl ifh  poetry,  byourmofl 
approved  authors,  than  was  ever  be¬ 
fore  published  in  onevolume,  and  at 
an  inconfiderable  expence. 

The  Dramatic  productions  of  the 
year  1791,  were  the  following: 
44  The  Widow  of  Malabar,  a  Tra- 
jedy,  by  Mifs  Starke;”  44  Lorenzo 
a  Trajedy,  by  Robert  Merry,  A.  M ;” 
44  The  Indians  a  Trajedy;”  44  Earl 
Goodwin,  an  hiftorical  Play,  by  Aim 
Yearfley  ;”  44  the  Revolution,  an 
hiftorical  Play,  by  lieutenant  Chrifi* 
tian  ;”  44  Next  Door  Neighbours,  a 
Comedy,  by  Mrs.  Inchbald  ;”  44  the 
School  for  Arrogance,  a  Comedy, 
by  Mr.  Holcroit;”  Lindor  and 
Clara,  a  Comedy,  by  Mr.  Fennel ;” 
44  the  Fugitives,  a  Comedy,  by  W. 
Roberts,  efq. ;”  44  the  Kentifh  Ba¬ 
rons,  a  Play  in  three  aCfs,  by  the 
Hon.  F.  C.  North;”  44  the  Irith- 
man  in  Spain,  by  C.  Stuart ;”  and 
“  two  Strings  to  your  Bow,  a  Farce 
by  R.  Jephfon.” 

Under  our  next  head,  that  of 
Mifoellaneous  Articles,  we  fhall  in¬ 
troduce  fuc'n  publications  as  we  could 
not  with  propriety  include  in  any 
other  department,  or  fuch  as  were 
overiooKed  by  us  in  their  proper 
place. 

44  Petrarch’s  View  of  human  Life, 
bv  Mrs.  Dobfon,”  is  intended  to 
convey  to  the  Englifh  reader  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  fentiments  and  pe¬ 
culiar  manner  of  that  author,  in  his 
treat  ife  de  Remediis  utriufque  For^ 
turns.  The  defign  of  the  original  is 
to  exhibit  a  picture  of  human  life; 
and  to  bring  before  the  reader’s  fancy 
in  fueceflion,  the  numerous  objeCts 
which  excite  the  human  pafikms, 
and  contribute  to  our  happinefs,  01* 
our  mifery.  This  defign  is  executed 
in  the  form  of  dialogue ;  in  which 
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the  fpeakers  are,  on  the  one  fide, 
joy  and  hope,  or  forrow  and  fear, 
and  on  the  other  fide  reafon.  The 
tffeif  intended,  to  be  produced  is, 
that  equanimity  of  mind  which  is 
the  bed  preparation  for  either  for¬ 
tune.  We  cannot  bellow  the  fame 
praife  on  Mrs.  Dobfon,  for  her 
tranflatiori  of  this  piece,  to  which 
file  was  entitled  by  her  former  lite¬ 
rary  performances.  Inllead  of  ob- 
fervino  the  plan  of  the  original,  fhe 
has  thrown  her  work  together  in 
one  unbroken  form,  without  ob- 
ferving  any  of  Petrach’s  divifioris, 
or  marking  the  trahfitions  from  one 
topic  to  another^  or  noticing  the 
change  of  fpeakers  in  the  dialogue. 
She  has,  likewife,  omitted,  tranf- 
pofed,  and  added  to  the  text,  with 
a  liberty  that,  in  our  opinion,  tends 
greatly  to  defirov  “  the  folidity  of 
the  reafon ing,  and  the  true  point? 
of  the  fatire.”  As  a  tranllation, 
this  work  poffeffes  very  inferior 
merits  to  the  life  of  Petrarch,  in 
point  of  accuracy  and  elegance. 

u  The  Contrail;  or  an  Antidote 
againll  the  pernicious  Principles, 
diffeminated  in  the  Letters  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Chederfieki,  &c.-  by  the 
Lev.  fir  Adam  Gordon,  Eart.  A.  M. 
in  two  volumes  confids,  partly, 
of  letters,  written  by  a  . lady  of  ele¬ 
vated  rank,  deceafed,  during  a  cot*- 
refpon'dence  ofleveral  years  with  the 
editor  ;  and,  partly,  of  additional 
addrefles  and  letters  from  the  ma- 
nuferipts  of  a  celebrated  author,  de¬ 
ceafed.  That  this  work  was  pub¬ 
lished  with  a  pious  and  ufeful  delign, 
We  entertain  not  the  lead  doubt : 
but  we  do  not  think  it  adapted  to 
make  defir  able  impreffions  upon 
young  minds.  The  advice  con¬ 
tained  in  it  is,  frequently,  of  too 
fevere  and  gloomy  a  complexion  ;  . 
nnd  the  contrail  which  it  recom¬ 
mends,  is  only  the  oppofite  extreme 
to  the  conduct  which  the  noble  lord 


wifhed  to  enforce,  not  that  htfppT 
medium  which  would  give  to  piety 
and  morals  an  amiable  and  en¬ 
gaging  afpedh 

The  “  Letters  to  a  young  Clergy¬ 
man,  from  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Job’ 
Orton,”  have  been  publiflied  by 
the  rev.  Mr.  Stedman,  to  whom 
they  were,  written  by  the  refpedlable 
and  worthy  author.  They  contain 
the  obfervations  of  a  pious,  benevo¬ 
lent,  and  well  informed  mind,  ort 
a  variety  of  topics,'  that  are  highly 
defervinp  the  attention  of  the 

o  • 

younger  clergy  ;  arid  advice',  relative 
to  their  private  fludies,  and  duty 
as  parifii  priefls,  that  is  truly  excel¬ 
lent. 

The  volume  of  “  Original  Let¬ 
ters  by  the  late  Rev*  John  Wefiey,* 
and  his  Friends,  illudfatfve  of  his 
early  Hiftory,  with  other  curious 
Papers,  &c.”  edited  by  Dr.  Priedleyf 
is  an  acceptable  prefent  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  “  Thefe  letters,”  fays  Dr. 
Prieflley,  u  were  given  to  me  by  the 
late  Mr.  Badcock,  as  great  curiofi- 
ties  of  their  kind,  with  a  view  to 
their  publication,  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  W efiey.  They  Were  given 
to  him  by  the  grand  daughter  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Wefiey,  the  elded  bro¬ 
ther  of  jolm,  and  he  believed  with 
the  fame  WeW.  Mr.  John  Weriey, 
as  I  learned  from  Mr.  Badcock,  was 
very  defirous  getting  thefe  letters 
into  his  pofielfion  j  but  the  daugh¬ 
ter  and  grand-daughter  of  Mr; 
Samuel  being  offended  at  his  con¬ 
duit,  would  never  deliver  them  to 
him.  It  was  taken  for  granted,  that 
he  would  have  fwppreffed  them ; 
nor  diould  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  publidi  them,  if  they  had  beeii 
meefly  private  papers,  u neon ne<5t eel 
with  any  public  concern.  But  Mr, 
Wefiey  being  the  founder  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  fe<5t  of  Chridians,  of  con- 
fiderable  and  of  growing  import* 
ance  in  this  country,  the  public  if 
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Interefted  in  every  thing  that  can 
throw  Light  upon  his  Character  and 
Principles.”  We  have  received  much 
entertainment  from  the  perufal  of 
thefe  letters,  which  will  be  found  of 
confiderable  ufe,  in  illuftrating  the 
origin  of  methodifm,  and  the  pe¬ 
culiar  turn  of  mind  of  its  principal 
founder.  The  remarks  and  ob- 
fervations  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  which 
accompany  them,  are  fenfible  and 
judicious ;  and  his  addrefs  to  the 
methodifts,  prefixed  to  the  volume, 
is  written  in  a  conciliating  and  per- 
fuafive  ftrain.  We  do  not  imagine, 
however,  that  it  will  make  much 
imprelfion  on  perfons,  whofe funda¬ 
mental  principles  are  fo  diametri¬ 
cally  oppolite  to  the  doctor’s. 

The  “  Letter  to  the  Ele&ors  of 
Great  Britain,  by  James  Suther¬ 
land,  efq.  late  Judge  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  at  Minorca,”  contains  an 
affecting  and  well  written  narrative 
of  the  hard  cafe,  and  great  diftreffes  of 
the  unfortunate  author,  whofe  me¬ 
lancholy  cataftrophe  is  well  known 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  the  fcanda- 
lous  and  inhuman  neglect  which 
urged  him  to  defpair,  This  publi¬ 
cation  is  prefaced  with  an  addrefs  to 
the  eie&ors  of  Great  Britain,  in 
which  they  are  folemnly  requefted 
to  inftrud  their  representatives,  to 
obtain  an  a&  of  the  leg  Mature,  for 
fecuring  “  to  the  fubjed  a  remedy 
againft  whoever  {hall  afperfe  his 
character,  by  any  faljhood  Bated 
in  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  j  although  fuch  petition  may 
be  recommended  in  his  majefty’s 
name,  to  the  confideration  of  the 
houfe  and  an  act  ‘4  to  affure  the 
communication  of  the  royal  will, 
by  his  rncvejlys  m:nijiers ,  to  every 
fubjed  who  may,  in  future,  pre* 
fent  $ich  a  petition  to  the  king.” 

u  The  American  Oracle,  com¬ 
prehending  an  Account  of  recent  Dif- 
covcrics  in  the  Arte  and  Sciences,  &c. 


by  the  Honourable  Samuel  Stearns, 
LL.  D.  &c.  Sec.  See.”  is  a  curious 
farrago  of  chronology,  geography, 
aftrology,  botany,  chemiftry,  ana¬ 
tomy,  electricity,  magnetifm,  mec 
chanics,  optics,  architecture,  poli¬ 
tics,  law,  phyfic,  divinity,  hiftory, 
natural  hiftorv,  and  political  ceco- 
nomy ;  to  which  we  may  add  fim- 
plicity  and  credulity ;  delivered, 
partly  in  profe,  and  partly  in  genuine 
Sternholdian  verfe.  We  mean  not 
to  infinuate,  that  it  does  not  con¬ 
tain  much  good  matter,  which,  to  a 
great  multitude  of  readers,  will  con¬ 
vey  ufeful  and  entertaining  infor¬ 
mation.  But  we  fee  not  the  necef- 
lity  of  tranfporting  fuch  a  fpecies  of 
compofition,  acrofs  the  Atlantic  into 
this  country,  where  valuable  books, 
on  every  ufeful  fubjeCt  to  which  it 
refers,  have  been  abundantly  mul¬ 
tiplied.  In  the  lefs  cultivated  parts 
of  America,  where  libraries  are 
lcarce,  it  may  be  more  defirable  to 
encourage  fuch  publications. 

In  our  llegifter  for  the  year  1787, 
we  gave  an  account  of  Mr.  Bunbu- 
ry’s  humourous  and 'laughable  pub¬ 
lication,  entitled,  “  An  Academy 
for  grown  Horfemen,  containing  the 
complete!!  InflruCtions  for  Walk¬ 
ing, Trotting,  Cantering,  Galloping, 
Stumbling,  and  Tumbling  ;  illus¬ 
trated  with  Copper  Plates,  bv 
Geoffrey  Gambado,  efq.”  The  ta¬ 
lents  of  that  gentleman  have?  during 
the  p.efent  year,  produced  a  witty 
fcquel  to  that  work,  entitled  “  An¬ 
nals  of  Horfemanfhip ;  containing 
an  Account  of  accidental  Experi¬ 
ments,  and  experimental  Accidents, 
both  fucCefsful  and  unfiicceffui ; 
communicated  by  various  Corref- 
pondems  to  Geoffrey  Gambado,  efq. 
together  with  moft  inftrudive  Re¬ 
marks  thereon,  and  Anfwers  there  o, 
by  that  accompl i died  Genius/’  i  luf- 
trated  with  numerous  well  executed 
engraving?.  Of  this  publication  we 
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(hall  onlv  fav,  that  thofc  who  can 
read  and  view  it,  with  -unmoved 
rhufcles,  do  not  belong  to  that  com¬ 
pany  with  which  we  with  to  allo¬ 
cate. 

The  “  Anecdotes  of  Archery, 
Ancient  and  Modern,  by  H.  G. 
Oldfield,”  form  a  pleafing  and  en¬ 
tertaining  little  work,  which  con¬ 
tains  a  fhort  collection  of  hiftorical 
.pafi'ages,  tracing  the  practice  .  of 
archery,,  from  the  earlieft  notices 
among  aimed  all  nations.  At  the 
prefent  period,  when  this  practice 
is  revived,  as  the  means  of  an  ele- 
.gant  and  falutarv  recreation;  fuch 
a  publication  is  feafonable,  as  an 
•object  of  curiofity,  as  well  as  infor¬ 
mation. 

The  publication  entitled  4!  forty 
Years  Correfpondence  between  Ge- 
niufiTes  ov  both  Sexes,  and  James 
‘  Klphi-nftone,  in  fix  pocket  Vollumes  ; 
four  cv  oridginal  Letters,  two  ov 
Poetry,”  is  intended  to  exemplify 
M.  Elphinftone’s  plan,  for  im¬ 
proving  the  orthography  of  the  En- 
glifii  language,  which  has  been  for 
fome  years  before  the  public,  lor 
our  parts,  we  are  free  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  we  cannot  perceive  the 
comparative  advantages  that  would 
attend  the  introduction  of  Mr.  Ef- 
phm  Hone’s  method.  But,  indepen¬ 
dently  of  his  fcheme,  we  think  that 
thefe  volumes  contain  a  number  of 
letters,  and  pieces  df  poetry,  which 
deferve  to  be  refcued  from  that 
oblivion  to  which  we  apprehend 
they  will  be  configned,  if  lu tiered  to 
remain  in  their  prefent  drefs. 

The  44  Pi  adical  Geography  for 
the  Ufe  of  Schools  j  with  an  Epitome 
of  Ancient  Geography,  and  an  Jn- 
trodudion  to  the  Science  of  the 
.Globes,  by  J.  Ouifeau,- A.  M.,”  Is 
a  brief,  but  judicious  manual  of  the 
outlines  of  theTciexicej  to  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  which  -the  author 
-would  with  to  intjcduce*  young  peu- 


fons.  It  pofiefies  this-  advantage 
over  fimilar  publications,  with  re- 
fped  to  France,  that  it  contains  the 
new  divifions  of  that  country,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefent  conftitution, 
in  connexion  with  the  old. 

The  44  Roman  Antiquities,  or  an 
Account  of  the  Manners  and  Cuf-  * 
toms  of  the  Romans,  &c.  by  Alex¬ 
ander  Adam,  LL.  D.,”  is  a  labo¬ 
rious  and  judicious  compliment, 
which  deferves  to  be  recommended 
as  an  ufeful  key  to  the  Latin  dallies-  - 
H  is  information  and  his  authorities. 
Dr.  Adam  appears  to  have  feleded 
with  very  commendable  accuracy 
and  induilry. 

The  44  Extrads,  elegant,  infime- 
tive,  and  entertaining,  in  Profe ; 
feleded  from  the  beft  modern  Au¬ 
thors,  and  difpofed  under  proper 
Heads,  &c.  in  one  large  Volume, 
8vo  form  a  very  inftrudive  and 
entertaining  compilement,  for  the 
ufe  of  young  perfons,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  fchool  education.  They  con- 
fift  of  feledians  from  the  works  of 
.our  moft  valuable  and  approved  au¬ 
thors,  on 'moral  and  religious,  cri¬ 
tical  and  clafiical  fubjeds ;  of  nar¬ 
ratives,  dialogues,  and  other  hu¬ 
mourous  and  entertaining  pieces  ; 
and  of  fiiort  iutrodudions  to  geo¬ 
graphy,  chronology,  and  natural 
hi.fiory,  together  with  chronological 
tables  of  remarkable  events,  and  of 
the  aera,  the  country,  and  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  learned  men. 

The  volume  of  u  Epi  files,  elegant, 
familiar,  and  inftrudive,  feleded 
from  the  b'eft  Writers,  ancient  as 
well  as  modern,  in  one  large 
Volume,  8vq.,”  contains  the  -moft 
copious  colledioti  of  the  letters  of 

•  eminent  men,  that  we  have  ever 
met  with,  in  a  fimilar  form.  And 
it  deferves  a  place,  not  only  in  the 
libraries  of  young  perfons,  but  of 
thofe  who  are  more  informed  and 

•  ft led  fin -their  choice  of  books. 

We 
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We  (hall  now  conclude  our  view 
fcf  the  Domeftic  Literature  of  the 
year  1791,  by  inferting  a  catalogue 
of  the  novels  which  it  produced. 

In  this  lid:,  the  following  havfe 
been  more  highly  fpoken  of,  than 
the  general  clafs  of  fuch  publica¬ 
tions  :  “  Celedina,  in  4  Vols.  by 
Charlotte  Smith ;”  “A  Simple 
Story,  in  4  Vols.  by  Mrs.  Ihch- 
bald “  The  Adventures  of  Ri-' 
chard  Cceur  de  Lion,  in  3  Vols.  by 
J.  White,  efq. ;  ”  ‘‘The  School 
for  Widows,  in  3  Vols.  by  Clara 
Reeve;”  “  The  Devil  upon  two 
Sticks,  in  England*  Vols.  V.  and 
VI.;”  “  Wanley  Penfon,  or  the 
Melancholy  Man,  in  3  Vols.;”  and 
“  William  Wallace,  in  2  Vols.” 

Of  the  fame  fpecies  of  competi¬ 
tion  are,  «  Eugene  and  Adelaide, 
in  2  Vols “Woodley  Park,  in 
2  Vols. the  Hidory  of  Tom  Wef- 
ton,  in  2  Vols.  by  G.  Brown;” 

Confcious  Duplicity,  in  2  Vols; 
u  Memoirs  of  Julia  de  M.  in 
2  V ols ;”  “  The  Labyrinths  of  Life, 
in  4  Vols “  Alvarez,  or  the  Irre- 
fidible  Seduction,  in  2  Vols*” 
“  Frederick  and  Alicia,  in  2  Vols ;” 
u  Perfiana,  in  3  Vols;”  “  the  Vale 
of  Felicity*  in  2  Vols;”  “  the  Life 
of  Lord  Montague,  in  2  Vols;” 
“  the  Victim  of  a  Vow,  or  the 
Dangers  of  Duplicity,  in  2  Vols;” 
“  Edward,  or  Sorrows  from  Sepa- 
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fation,  in  2  Vols;”  “  the  French 
Adventurer,  in  3  Vols;”  “  Afpafia, 
or  the  Dangers  of  Vanity,  in  2  Vols;” 
tc  the  Indian  Cottage,  from  the 
French  of  St.  Pierre;”  “  Popular 
Tales  of  the  Germans,  than  dated 
from  the  German,  iii  2.  Vols;” 
“  the  Siege  Of  Belgrade,  from  the 
German,  in  2  V ols ;  ”  “  the  Triumph 
ofReafon,  in  7  Tales,  addreffed  to 
the  Fair  Sex;”  “the  Cypher,  in 
3  Vols  ;”  “  Gertrude,  in  2  Vols 
“  the  Libertine,  byj.  Bacon  “II- 
licit  Lov.e,  in  2  Vols,  by  Mrs. 
Morris  “  Adolphus,  or  the  Un¬ 
natural  Brother,  in  2  Vols;”  “  Er¬ 
rors  of  Education,  in  3  Vols.  by 
Mrs*  Parfons;”  “  the  Life  of  Mifs 
Prifcilla  Moretoh,  and  the  faithful 
Cottager,  in  2  Vols;”  “  the  Lake 
of  Windermere,  in  2  Vols;”  “  the 
Hidory  of  Sir  Geoffrey  Redlefs,  in 
2  Vols;”  “  Tanc.red,  a  Tale  of 
Ancient  Times,  in  2  Vols,  by  J. 
Fox  ;”  “  the  Danifli  Madacre,  in 
2  Vols;”  “  Villeroy,  or  the  fatal 
Moment,  in  3-Vols;”  “Memoirs 
of  a  Scots  Heirefs,  in  3  Vols;” 
“  Soliman  and  Fatima,  in  2  Vols. 
by  T.  Wright “  Mentoria,  in 
2  Vols  ;”  ;  “  Mental  Pleafures,  in 
2  Vols;”  “the  Tales  of  an  Even¬ 
ing,  from  the  French  of  Marmori- 
tel ;”  and  “  Violet  Hill,  or  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Cbrddia*  by  E*  Miles,” 
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FOREIGN  LITERATURE 

Of  the  Year  1791. 


T  N  giving  our  view  of  the  Foreign 
l  Literature  of  the  year  I7qi,  we 
fhtall,  in  the  firft  place,  introduce  to 
our  readers  thofe  publications  in 
the  Rulhan  dominions,  concern- 
ingwhich  we  have  been  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  fome  imperfect  information. 
And  the  fir  If  which  we  have  to  an¬ 
nounce  is,  the  “  Nova  A<5ta  Aca¬ 
demic  Scienfarum  Fetropolitanc, 
Vol.  III.”  pubiifhed  at  Peterfburg. 
This  volume  contains,  the  hiftory 
of  the  academy,  down  to  the  year 
j  7 85,  in  which  we  meet  with  no¬ 
thing  very  interefting ;  a  fupple- 
ment  to  that  hiftory,  confiding  of 
fuch  memoirs  as  have  been  present¬ 
ed  to  the  academy  by  thofe  who 
were  nt  t  members  of  it ;  and  the 
academical  memoirs,  which  are  ar¬ 
ranged  under  the  heads  of  mathe- 
tics,  phyfico  -  mathematics,  phyfics, 
and  aftrono'my.  The  memoirs  in 
the  fupplement  to  the  hiitory,  are 
on  fubjedts  in  natural  hiftory,  and 
mathematics ;  and  were  delivered 
in  by  M.  O.  F.  Muller,  M.  Simon 
L’Huilier,  citizen  of  Geneva,  M. 
E.  Block,  and  M.  de  Lambre.  The 
molt  valuable  of  the  academical 
memoirs  relate  to  the  higher 


branches  of  the  mathematics,  and 
were  the  productions  of  the  late 
M.  Euler,  M.  Nicholas  Fufs,  and 
M.  F.  J.  Schubert.  The  papers  in 
the  other  claffes,  were  contributed 
by  M.  Euler,  M.  James  Bernoulli, 
M.  N.  L.  Krafft,  M.  C.  F.  Wolff, 
M.  J.  G.  Georgi,  M.  J.  J.  Ferber, 
M.  B.  Zuyew,  M.  Steph.  Ru- 
moufky,  M.  Fhfs,  and  by  M.  John 
Albert  Euler,  who  drew  up  the  me¬ 
teorological  tables  for  the  year  178c* 
This  volume  is  not  fo  important  and 
interefting  as  the  preceding  ones. — 
At  the  fame  place  have  appeared* 
“  Select  (Economical  Papers,  from 
the  Memoirs  of  the  free  (Economical 
Society  at  Peterfburg,  Vol.  I.”  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  German  language. 
This  volume  commences  with  the 
hi  dory  of  the  fociety,  which  was  efta- 
blifhed  in  1765,  by  prince  Orlow ; 
and  contains  a  number  of  interefl- 
ing  ceconomical  papers,  by  M.  J,. 
G.  Georgi,  Mrs.  Von  Kelchen, 
chancellor  Gronau,  M.  Lehmann, 
M.  G.  Orraus,  M.  Weinberg,  M. 
Wagner,  and  various  anonymous 
contributions. — At  Peterfburg,  like- 
wife,  there  hath  been  pubiifhed  ‘‘  a 
Brief  introduction  to  Mathematical 

Geo- 
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Geography,  and  the  Knowledge  of 
the  cel e dial  Globe,”  by  M.  Stanif- 
Jaus  de  Komar,  a  page  of  tie  em- 
prefs,  which  is  well  fpoken  of  by 
the  foreign  journal  ills. 

At  Riga,  M.  Hupei  has  publifu- 
ed  «  an  EfTay  on  the  Political  tate 
of  Ruffia,  Vol.  I.”  from  materials 
with  which  he  was  fupph.ed  bv  the 
mini  Re  is,  and  the  fubordinate  of¬ 
ficers  of  government.  This  work  is 
the  moff  valuable  and  complete  one, 
that  hath  yet  been  offered  to  the 
public,  upon  this  intereffing  fub- 
je6h  .  I,t  contains  an  accurate  and 
perfpicuous  account  of  the  different 
fubdivifions  of  the  Ruffian  empire ; 
of  the  climate,  population,  andcul- 
ture  of  each  province  ;  of  the  claffes 
and  diffinffions  efiablifhed  among 
the  inhabitants ;  of  the  public  and 
civil  law  ;  of  the  imperial  family  ; 
■°f  the  court,  the  army,  the  finances, 
the  national  induffry,  the  commerce, 
and  the  connexion  of  that  empire 
with  other  European  powers.  We 
Ihould  wifi}  tg  be  better  acquainted 
with  this  work,  which  has  empoy- 
,ed  the  attention  of  the  author  dur¬ 
ing  the  courfe  of  tbiptv  years— At 
the  fame  place,  M.  Freibe  has  pub- 
iiflied  “  a  Manual  of  the  Hifiory  of 
Livonia,  ERhonia,  and  Courland, 
Vol.  I.;”  and  u  Memoirs  for  the 
Liiffory  or  Livonia,  taken  from  a 
Manufcript  newly  difeovered,  and 
other  Materials  tor  northern  Ru- 
tory,  collected  by  M.  Hupei.”  The 
firR  of  thefe  works  commences  at  the 
period  when  the  Phoenicians  opened 
a  traffic  with  Livonia  for  amber,  and 
extends  to  the  year  1439.  The 
manufcript  from  which  the  latter  is 
taken,  was  written  about  the  year 
1640,  by  Melchior  Fuchs,  btirgo- 
maRer  of  Riga,  and  relates,  chiefly, 
to  the  dnputes  between  that  city 
and  the  archbifhop.  From  the  la¬ 
bours  of  this  induRrifnis  hiRorian 
apd  antiquary,  we  may  expert  much 
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intereffing  informatiap  relative  to 
the  h  iff  ory  of  Livonia.  -  At  the  fame 
place  M.  Hupei  has  pubiifhed  “an 
HifforicalEffay  on  theCofLcks,”  and 
other  memoirs,  which  will  fupply 
the  general  hiRorian  with  ufeful  ma¬ 
terials. 

At  Peterfburg  hath  appeared  “  a 
Sketch  of  a  Defcription  of  Peterf- 
burg,  the  refidence  of  the  Emprefs 
of  Kuffia,  ana  what  is  worthy  notice 
in  the  Neighbou:  hood,  by  J.  G.  Gc~ 
orgi,  M  D.Fedowof  the  Academy 
of  -Sciences,  &c.  in  2  Vols.”  This 
work  is  an  important  and  intereffing 
one ;  and  will  be  acceptable  to  tra¬ 
vellers,  who  may  be  defirous  of  vifit- 
ing  that  celebrated  metropolis,  or 
to  others  who  may  vviffi  for  as  accu¬ 
rate  a  knowledge  of  it  as  can  be 
obtained  ihroughfhe  medium  of  the 
prefs.  In  an  Appendix,  Dr.  Georgi 
has  added  a  /ketch  of  the  natura 
and  aconomicat  ffate  of  the  govenii- 
ment  of  I eteribufg.  —  At  the  fame 
place  has  been  pubiifhed  a  treatife 
entitled,  «  the  Speaking  Wall  ora 
1  lffuie  of  what  has  been  written 
and  drawn  on  the  Wall  of  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  the  imperial  Corps  of  Gentle¬ 
men  Cadets,  iJIuffrated  by  Plates.5* 
This  woi  k  contains  an  account  of 
the  emblems  and  mferiptions  which 
the  count  of  Anhalt  has  ordered  to 
be  painted  on  the  wall  furrounding 
the  garden  pf  the  cadets,  for  their 
amufement  and  inftruffion.  The 
emblems  are  appropriated  to  the 
different  fubjeffs  of  their  ffudies  ; 
and  the  infeript  ions,  which  are  in  the 
Ruffian,  French,  and  German  lan¬ 
guages,  confift  of  thoughts,  maxims, 
fentences,  principles,  precepts,  ief- 
fOns,  reflections,  proverbs,  dialog 
gues,  queffions,  notes,  mifcellanies, 
wdihes,  and  problems,  with  feraps 
of  hifiory,  geography,  affronomy, 
natural  hiftorv,  taffies,  See.  &cT  The 
book  is  given  to  the  cadets  on  their 
quitting  the  ffhool. 


When 
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When  we  turn  our  attention  to 
Swedifh  literature,  the  firft  work 
which  demands  oyr  notice  is,  “  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  Vo).  XI.  for  the  year 
1790,”  publiflied  at  Stockholm. 
This  work,  as  ufual,  is  divided  in¬ 
to  four  parts,  relative  to  the  diffe¬ 
rent  quarters  of  the  year  ;  and  com 
tains  many  curious  and  interefting 
papers  on  fubjedts  in  natural  hiflory, 
political  oeconomy,  chemiftry,  me¬ 
teorology,  aftronorny,  phyftology, 
and  medicine  ;  to  which  is  added,  a 
hiflory  of  the  academy  for  the  year 
1790,  with  defcriptions  of  the  me- 
dais  ftruck  in  the  co'urfeof  the  year. 
Qf  the  papers  in  this  collection, 
thofe  which  belong  to  natural  hif- 
tory  and  medicine  are  by  far  the 
moft  numerous.  Among  the  re- 
ipedtable  names  prefixed  to  the  diffe¬ 
rent  articles,  we  meet  with  thofe  qf 
M.  S.FahUxrg,  M.  O.  Swartz,  M. 
C.  P.  Thunberg,  M.  A.  Modeer, 
M.  P.  J.Hielm,  M.J.  Gadolin,  M, 
F.  Von  Paula  Schrank,  M.  D. 
Jnmdmark,  M.  C.  L.  Nordmark, 
M.  CL.  Bjerkander,  M.  J.  L. 
Oehelius,  and  M.  C.  L.  Hellenius. 
*— rAt  Stockholm  alfo  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  “  the  Tranfadtions  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  Hif- 
tory,  and  Antiquities,  Vol.  II,” 
The  principal  pieces  which  compofe 
this  volume,  difplay  confiderable 
knowledge  and  tafte,  and  appear 
with  tlje  following  titles  :  hiftorical 
remarks  on  feme  ancient  gold  coins 
found  in  the  ifland  of  Oeland,  by 
M.  Engeftroem;  remarks  on  the 
fcience  of  emblems,  fo  far  as  it  con¬ 
cerns  medals,  by  M.  Adler-heth ;  a 
view  of  the  connexions  of  com¬ 
merce  and  policy  between  Sweden 
and  the  Hanfe  towns,  and  the  effedts 
of  thofe  connexions,  by  M.  Flin- 
tenbeg ;  an  enquiry  how  far  the 
ancients  ought  to  be  conficlered  as 
models  for  tpoderq.  hiftorians,  by 


M.  J.  Hallenberg  ;  and  propofala 
and  fketc.hes  for  medals  of  great 
men,  who  flourifhed  jn  the  times  of 
Guflavus  Adolphus,  and  Chriftina, 
by  M.  Luth. — At  the  fame  place  a 
valuable  work  is  publiftftng  in  num¬ 
bers,  under  the  title  of  “  Swedifh 
Archives,”  by  M.  Gioerwell,  keeper 
of  the  royal  library  ;  who,  after 
being  diflinguilhed  in  the  literary 
world,  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
by  the  ardour  of  his  refearches,  and 
the  importance  of  feveral  of  his 
periodical  works,  has  now  entered 
on  rural  retirement,  in  which  his 
objedt  is  to  devote  his  applica¬ 
tion  vfolely  to  a  hiflory  of  his 
country. 

The  “  Thoughts  on  Agriculture, 
Mines,  Manufactures,  Commerce, 
&c.  as  a  Memorial  of  Lewis,  Ancef- 
tor  of  the  Family  of  De  Geer,  the 
greateft  Promoter  of  Manufactures 
in  Sweden,  in  the  preceding  Cen¬ 
tury,  ”  publifhed  at  Stockholm,  com¬ 
pofe  a  mifcejlaneous  work,  relative, 
partly  to  political  oeconomy,  and 
partly  to  biography.  Under  the 
former  head,  it  offers  to  us  many 
interefting  and  entertaining  obfei> 
vations  on  the  ftate  of  agriculture, 
arts,  fciences,  and  commerce  in 
Sweden,  from  the  reign  cf  Gufta- 
vus  I.  to  the  abdication  of  Chriftina, 
and  the  mode  of  education,  ancf 
manners  of  the  times*  which  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  readers  in  general. 
The  biographical  part  contains  the 
life  of  Lewis  de  Geer,  to  whofe 
activity,  reputation,  and  wealth, 
the  manufactures  of  Sweden’  are  fq 
greatly  indebted,  that  he  may  almoft 
be  conftdered  as  their  founder. — At 
the  fame  placehath  appeared  “aTrea- 
tife  on  the  Swedifh  Iron  Furnaces,  by 
J.  C.  Garney,”  illuftrated  vvith  nu¬ 
merous  plates.  This  ufeful  and  in-  ' 
ftrudlive  work,  for  which  the  author 
appears  to  have  been  well  qualified^ 
in  point  of  knowledge  and  infor- 

mat  ion, 
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mation,  was  undertaken  by  him  at 
the  requeft  of  the  Swedifh  minera-. 
logical  fociety.  A  tranilation  of 
filch  a  work  in  this  country,  would 
be  peculiarlyfeafonable  at  this  time, 
when  immenfe  new  fields  for  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  metallurgift,  are  daily 
opening  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  our  Regifferfor  the  years  1787 
and  1788,  we  announced  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  Dr.  Sparmann’s  fplendid 
work  entitled  “  a  Collection  of  rare 
Birds  in  the  Poffeffion  of  M.  Guf- 
tavus  Von  Carjfon,  Secretary  of 
State.”  The  lovers  of  natural  his¬ 
tory  will  be  glad  to  learn,  that  the 
proprietor  of  that  noble  collection, 
has  been  contributing  to  the  exten- 
fion  of  a  fcience  to  which  he  has 
evinced  a  long  and  ardent  attach¬ 
ment,  by  publifhing,  at  Stockholm, 
44  General  Remarks  on  the  Manners 
and  (Economy  of  Birds,*  being  a 
Difcourfe  pronounced  on  quitting 
the  Prefidentfhip  of  the  Royal  Swedifh 
Academy  of  Sciences,  in  the  year 
1789.” — At  Stralfund,  i.11  Swedifh 
Pomerania,  a  work  highly  interefl- 
tng  to  naturaliffs  has  been  publifh- 
ed,  entitled  44  a  New  Magazine  for 
Entomologifts,  by  Dav  H.  Schnei¬ 
der,  Vol.  i.  Part  I.”  Of  M.  Schnei¬ 
der  the  foreign  journals  fpeak  in 
very  high  terms,  as  poffeffmg  every 
qualification  for  engaging  in  filch  a 
deflgn  ;  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
his  fubject,  a  valuable  collection  of 
infects,  and  an  inti  mate'acquainta nee 
with  the  principal  entomologifts 
throughout  Europe. 

At  Stockholm  have  appeared 
*4  the  Mifcellaneous  Work  of  M. 
Lidner,  in  2  Vols.”  M.  Lidner  is 
fpoken  of  as  a  poet  of  a  bold  inven¬ 
tive  imagination,  and  great  fenfi- 
bility,  whofe  works  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  valuable,  were  he  more 
frequently  to  reprefs  the  exube 
Vancss  of  his  genius, — At  the  fame 
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place  has  been  publifhed  44  the  School 
for  Scandal,  a  Comedy,  in  three1 
Acts,”  written  in  imitation  of  M. 
Sheridan’s  celebrated  drama ;  which 
met  with  great  fuccefs  and  applaufe 
on  its  introduction  to  the  Swedifh 
theatre. 

The  firft  article  which  we  have  to 
to  notice  in  our  view  of  Danifli  lite¬ 
rature  is,  u  Nature  confidered,  after 
the  Manner  of  Bonnet,  by  Tyge 
Rothe,”  publiihed  at  Copenhagen. 
The  object  of  the  -ingenious  and 
pious  author  of  this  work  is,  from 
the  contemplation  of  nature,  both 
as  a  whole,  and  in  itsparts,  to  deduce 
clear  and  fatisfactory  proofs  of  the 
exigence  of  a  God,  who  is  good, 
wife,  and  powerful,  all  whofe  ope¬ 
rations  tend  ultimately  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  creatures.  The  intro¬ 
duction  contains  remarks  on  the 
importance  of  the  ftudy  of  natural 
philolophy  to  man's  improvement, 
and  the  foundation  of  a  rational  be¬ 
lief  of  a  deity  ;  and  a  fhort  account 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  that  fcience 
in  Denmark.  This  excellent  work 
cannot  be  too  fixongly  recommend- 
-ed  for  the  utility  of  its  defign,  and 
the  fenfible,  convincing  manner  in 
which  it  is  written.  It  is  a  proper 
companion  to  the  author’s  work,  en¬ 
titled  44  Philofophical  Ideas  on  the 
Knowledge  of  our  Nature,  &cP*  of 
which  we  took  notice  in  our  laft 
year’s  Regifler. — Our  next  article 
is,  the  44  new  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
4  Danifh  Academ  v  of  Sciences,  Vol .  IV. 
Parts  I.  II.”  publiftied  at  the  fame 
place.  Among  the  moft  curious 
papers  of  which  this  volume  confifts, 
are  the  following  :  proofs  that  the 
Baltic,  at  the  time  when  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  of  Norway  and 
Sweden  came  out  of  Afxa,  did  not 
cover  the  ground  it  now  does,  by 
M.  T.  Rotbe  ;  a  defeription  of  a 
micrometer,  for  afeertaining  the  dif* 
tance  of  a  bedv  of  troops,  by  iV  . 
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H.  T.  Wegener  ;  remarks  on  Cato’s 
Treatife  de  Re  Ruflica,  chiefly  re¬ 
lative  to  natural  hillory,  by  M.  C. 
F.  Rottbol ;  on  the  Application  of 
finking  Funds,  byM.  J.  N.Tetens; 
and  on  the  Origin  and  Progrefs  of 
the  Spanilh  Inquifition,  by  M. 
Moldenhawer. — At  the  fame  place 
have  been  publilhed,  44  Memoirs  of 
the  Society  of  natural  Hillorv, 
Vo1.  T.  Parts  I  II.”  This  fociety 
is  a  privateone,  and  was  inflituted 
in  the  year  1789,  chiefly  through  the 
exertions  of  profeflor  Abilgaard. 
And  if  we  may  venture  to  judge 
from  what  it  has  already  done,  it 
promifes  to  render  important  fervice 
to  the  iriterefts  of  knowledge  and 
fcience.  The  contributors  to  this 
volume  are,  profeflor  Abilgaard,  M. 
Vahl,  M.  N.  T.  Lund,  M.  O.  Fa- 
bricius,  M.  L.  Spengler,  M.  J.  C. 
Fabricius,  M.  T.  W.  Troy  el,  and 
M.  O.  F.  M tiller.  Tothememoirs 
is  prefixed  a  concife  account  of  the 
foriety  and  its  translations,  by  chan¬ 
cellor  Suhm,  one  of  its  directors. 

The  44  Geometrical  and  oecono- 
mical  Divihon  of  Lands,  Sec.  by 
Niel  Morville,”  publilhed  at  Co¬ 
penhagen,  is  the  work  of  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  finfible  author,  which  bids 
fair  to  prove  of  conliderable  and  ex- 
tenfive  utility.  The  object  of  it  is, 
to  unite  geometry  with  agriculture  ; 
and  to  fhew  in  what  inllances  the 
fludy  of  geometry,  and  even  of 
algebra,  may  prove  of  great  ad¬ 
vantage  in  rural  ceconomy.  —  The 
44  Extracts  from  the  Ads  of  a  Com- 
million  of  Agriculture,  inflituted  to 
re-eltablilh  the  rights  of  the  Pea- 
fants,  in  2  Vols.”  publilhed  at  the 
fame  place,  contain  many  obferva- 
tions  and  remarks  on  fubjeds  con- 
ned.d  with  political  otconomy, 
which  may  be  ferviceable  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  that  fcicnce,  particularly 
in  the  fiate  in  which  it  exifts  in 
Denmark.  For  tkefe  volumes,  the 


country  is  indebted  to  the  patriotic 
attention  and  encouragement  of  the 
prince  of  Denmark,  who,  if  we  are 
rightly  informed,  employs  his  en- 
fluence  and  power  in  increaling  the 
liberties  and  happinefs  of  mankind  ; 
while  moll  of  the  other  princes  of 
Europe,  feem  to  be  llruggling  for 
the  honour  of  being  the  molt  active 
confpirator  againll  them.— At  Al- 
tona,  J.  P.  Benj.  Von  Rohr  has 
publilhed  44  Remarks  on  the  Culti¬ 
vation  of  Cotton,  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Danilh  Well  India  Colonies, Voh  I.;” 
which  appear  to  be  the  refult  of 
long  experience,  and  attentive  ob- 
fervation.  To  the  planter  of  that 
article,  therefore,  they  may  prove 
of  conliderable  ufe. 

At  Copenhagen,  M.  P.  F.  Suhm, 
who  is  well  known  for  his  erudition 
and  profound  knowledge  as  an  hif- 
torian  and  antiquary,  has  publilhed 
a  fourth,  volume  of  his  “  Hillory  of 
Denmark.”  Thiswolume,  in  which 
the  hillory  is  continued  down  to  the 
year  1095,  contains  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Danilh  expeditions  to 
,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  the 
two  Sicilies,  and  Greece,  and  of  the 
difeovery  of  America  by  the  Ice¬ 
landers.  The  public  is  much  in¬ 
debted  to  the  royal  hiftoriographer, 
for  the  gratification  which  his  la¬ 
borious  and  judicious  Vefearches 
have  provided  them. — At  the  fame 
place  have  been  publilhed  “  Me* 
moirs  of  the  Literary  Hillory  of 
Denmark,  from  ~  the  pofthumous 
Collection  of  privy  councellorLux- 
dorph,  by  Erafmus  Nyerup,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Royal  Library,  in  2 
Vols.”  Thefe  memoirs  are  of  great 
importance  to  the  hillory  of  modern 
Danilh  literature;  and  will  afford 
ample  gratification  to  the  criticafand 
polite  fcholar.  The  illullration,s  which 
have  been  added  by  the  editor,  re- 
fled  honour  on  his  learning,  and 
accurate  attention  to  the  fubjeCt  of 
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the  volumes  which  he  has  uftiered 
before  the  public. — The  «  Account 
of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  and  its 
Governors,  by  G.  Hod,”  publiflied  at 
the  fame  place,  contains  authentic 
and  ufeful.  information,  extracted 
from  the  public  archives  relative  to 
that  ifland,  and  the  neighbouring 
ones  fubje-t  to  the  crown  of  Den* 
mark.  To  the  general  hiftorian 
of  the  European  colonies  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  fuch  collections  will  afford 
eftential  fervice. — At  Copenhagen, 
likewife,  have  been  publiflied  the 
Youthful  Attempts  of  J.  Bgggefen 
in  2  yols.”  confifting  of  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  poems  that  polfefs  confider- 
able  merit ;  and  “  poptilar  poems, 
by  Claus  Fnman,”  which  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  fables,  fongs,  &c.  written 
in  an  eafy  and  familiar  ftyle,  and 
adapted  to  inculcate  good  moral 
principles  on  the  minds  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people. 

In  the  Hiftory  of  the  literature  of 
the  United  Provinces,  the  fir  ft  work 
which  calls  for  infertion  is  “  the 
Holy  Bible,  or  the  Old  and  New 
Te  {lament,  with  a  Commentary, 
confifting  of  feieft  Notes,  taken 
from  feveral  Englifli  Authors,  vols. 
Vli.  and  VIII.  containing  the  two 
Books  of  Chronicles,  and  thofe  of 
Ezra,  Nehemiah,  and  Either/’ 
publiflied  at  Utretcht.  Thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  are  the  continuation  of  a  very 
judicious  and  inftrucftive  work,  that 
was  undertaken  fome  years  before 
the  commencement  of  our  annual 
labours,  by  the  rev.  Charles  Chais. 
'That  learned  and  venerable  charac¬ 
ter  lived  to  finifli  the  feventh  and 
eighth  volumes,  which  complete  the 
commentary  on  the  hiftorical  books 
of  the  Old  Teftament.  excepting  the 
preliminary  diflertations  in  the  lat¬ 
ter,  whim  were  compofed  by  the 
editor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclaine,  of 
the  Hague.  Thefe  diflertations  are 
worthy  the  very  refpeflable  cha- 
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rafter  which  the  author  fuftains  in 
the  literary  world,  and  abound  in 
valuable  information  and  criticifm. 
To  the  eighth  volume,  there  is  pre¬ 
fixed  a  fhort  account  of  M.  Chais, 
who  was  a  citizen  of  Geneva,  and 
for  fixty  years  paftor  of  the  French 
church  at  the  Hague  ;  to  which  are 
added  two  {ketches  of  his  chara&er, 
the  one  taken  from  M.  Sennebier’s 
literary  hiftory  of  Geneva,  and  'the 
other  from  the  fermon  on  his  death, 
by  the  Rev.  M.  de  la  Sauflaye. 

At  Haarlem,  Teyler’s  Theolo¬ 
gical  Society  have  publifhed  their 
eleventh  volume  of  “  Prize  Difler¬ 
tations  relative  to  Natural  and 
Revealed  Religion.’’  The  queftion 
difeuffed  in  this  volume  is  «  whe¬ 
ther  every  perfon  has  a  right ,  and, 
in  proportion  to  his  ability,  is  un¬ 
der  an  obligation,  to  judge  for 
himfelf  in  matters  of  religion  ?” 
This  important  queftion  has  been  the 
frequent  fubjeft  of  difeuflion,  with 
very  able  writers  in  our  own  coun¬ 
try,  and  has  been  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  moft  weighty  and 
irrefragable  arguments.  And  we 
are  glad  to  find  that  a  principle 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  ge¬ 
nuine  Proteftantifin,  and  of  Chrif- 
tianity  itfelf,  has  met  with  feveral 
zealous  and  judicious  advocates  a- 
mong  our  Belgic  neighbours.  The 
candidate  who  obtained  Tevler’s 

f olden  medal,  was  the  rev.  Paulus 
ran  Hemert,  profeflor  of  oriental 
languages  and  moral  philofophy  in 
the  congregation  of  remonftrants  in 
Amfterdam.  This  ingenious  au¬ 
thor,  after  a  judicious  explanation 
of  the  propofition,  lhews,  that  the 
reformers  aflumed  it  as  a  principle 
upon  which  they  vindicated  their 
fcceffion  from  the  church  of  Rome  ; 
that  the  ftates  of  Holland  maintained 
it  in  their  edifts,  in  the  time  of 
Philip  II ;  and  that  even  the  fynod 
of  Dordt  has  exprefsiy  averted  it  in 
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fome  of  the  articles  of  its  confeffion 
of  faith.  He  then  proceeds  to  prove, 
that  the  right  of  every  individual  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  is  founded  in  the 
nature  of  man  as  a  rational  being  ; 
that  no  fociety  can  juftly  require 
any  individual  to  refign  it,  as  ks  full 
and  free  exercife  is  perfectly  com¬ 
patible  with  the  purpofes  for  which 
fociety  was  inftituted  ;  and  that  the 
reftgnation  of  that  right,  is,  in  fad, 
highly  injurious  to  fociety,  as  it  tends 
to  produce  flavery  and  perfecution, 
and  to  deftroy  every  thing  that  is 
valuable  in  religion  itfelf,  After 
having  eftablifhed  the  right,  our 
author  proceeds  to  fhew  the  obli¬ 
gation  which  lies  upon  every  man  to 
judge  for  himfelf  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  to  communicate  to  others 
the  refults  of  his  free  enquiries, 
whenever  he  is  of  opinion  that  they 
may  promote  the  happinefs  of  his 
fellow  Chriftians.  Thefe  pofitions 
he  eftablifhes  by  a  feries  of  clofe 
and  convincing  reafoning  ;  and 
enumerates,  and  anfwers,  mod  fa- 
tisfadorily,  the  different  objedions 
which  have, been  urged  again#  free¬ 
dom  of  enquiry,  and  the  right  of 
individuals  to  communicate  to  others 
what  they  jaidge  to  be  religious 
truth.  To  the  following  gentlemen 
fiver  medals  were  awarded  :  the 
rev.  Jacob  Kuiper,  minifter  of  the 
Baptift  congregation  in  Deventer; 
the  rev.  Wjltetus.  Bernardus  Jel- 
gerfma,  A.  M.  minifter  .of  the  efta- 
plifhed  'hurch  at  Weidum,  in 
Friez’and  ;  the  Rev.  Willem  de 
Vos,  minifter  of  the  Baptift  congre¬ 
gation  in  Amfterdam  ;  .  and  the 
Kev.  Petrus  Weiiand,  minifter  qf 
the  Remonftrant’s  church  in  Rotter¬ 
dam.  hefe  writers  fupport  the 
fame  fide  of  the  queftion  with  pro- 
fth  r  Van  Hemert,  in  a  very  able 
arh  ingenious  train  of  reafoning. 
In  the  difle'rtation  of  M.  J’elgerfma, 
however j  there  are  foine  cpnceffions 


rhade,  which  are  inconfiftent .  with 
the  perfed  liberty  for  which  he 
contends  in  the  other  parts  of  his 
work  ;  and  which,  if  admitted,  and 
carried  to  their  proper  extent, 
would  deftroy  the  whole  propofition. 
Into  thefe  conceflions  he  feems  to 
have  been  feduced  by  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  an  eftabliflied  church,  for 
which  he  would  wifh  to  offer  fome 
plea,  while  contending  for  a  princi¬ 
ple  which  reprobates  the  power  and 
authority  which  fuch  focietie$ 
have  aflumed. — “  The  Confiftent 
Orthodox  Proteftant,”  publifhed 
at  Amfterdam,  is  a  differtation 
on  the  fame  fubjed  with  thofe 
in  the  foregoing  article ;  and  is 
the  produdion  of  an  ingenious 
writer,  who,  on  the  whole,  appears 
to  be  a  friend  to  freedom  of  enquiry. 
He,  however,  allows  of  fome  con- 
c.effions,  on  the  fubjed  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  toleration,  and  the  terms  on 
which  chriftian  churches  are  eftab- 
lifiied,  that  are  ruinous  to  the  caul'e 
of  which  he  profeffes  himfelf  an  ad¬ 
vocate. 

At  Amfterdam  a  work  hath  ap¬ 
peared  entitled  “  the  Compofition 
of  Water  demonftrated  bv.  various 

•I 

Experiments ;  and  the  many  Bene¬ 
fits  to  Society,  derived  from  it,,  care¬ 
fully  traced  ;  in  two  Differtations 
read  before  the  Society  of  the  Felix; 

Meritis,  by  William  Van  Barne- 
«* 

veld.”  The  very  commendable  ob- 
jed  of  this  publication  is,  to  render 
the  principles  of  philofophy  eafy 
and  familiar  to  thofe,  whofe  ftations 
and  employments  in  life  will  not 
permit  them  to  make  it  their  im¬ 
mediate  ftudy.  The  author  is 
a  difciple  of  the  Lavoiferian 
fchool  ;  and  the  delign  of  the  firft 
differtation  is,  to  convey  a  general 
idea  of  the  fvftem  of  Lavoifier, 
concerning  the  compofition  of  water. 
After  acknowledging  that  to  Dr* 

Prieftlev’s  experinients  and  difeove* 

^  *  ..1 
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ries  relative  to  fixed  air,  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  all  the  fubfequent  difco- 
veries  of  the  different  kinds  of  aerial 
fubftances ;  he  proceeds  to  refute 
the  ancient  dodti  ine  concerning 
elements,  and  to  fubftitute  that  of 
Lavoifier  in  its  place.  This  he 
does  by  reciting  a  particular  account 
of  the  different  experiments  which 
have  been  made  by  different  kinds 
of  air,  and  on  which  he  reds  his 
cortcJufions.  The  fecond  diflerta- 
tion  contains  an  account  of  farther 
experiments,  tending  to  eftabliih 
the  fame  dodfrine  ;  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  it  to  illuftrate  many  phe¬ 
nomena,  which  on  the  old  fyftem 
were  attended  with  infuperable  dif¬ 
ficulties.  From  thefe  principles, 
and  the  application  of  them,  the  au¬ 
thor  endeavours  to  throw  light  on 
fome  of  the  ufeful  and  (Economical 
arts,  and  on  the  medical  fcience.— The 
purport  of  a  “  Letter  from  Dr.  Van 
Marum,  to  Dr.  John  Ingenhoufe, 
containing  a  Defcription  of  an  Elec¬ 
trical  Machine  on  a  new  Confh  uc- 
tion,”  is  futfciently  underftood 
from  the  title  page.  All  that  we 
have  to  obferve  is,  that  the  contri¬ 
vances  which  Dr.  Van  Marum  has 
introduced,  for  a  part  of  which  he 
acknowledges  himfelf  indebted  to 
pur  ingenious  countryman  Mr.  Ni- 
cholfon,  are  attended  with  fome  im¬ 
provements  of  importance.  By 
means  of  them,  every  precaution 
feems  to  be  taken,  to  prevent  the  dif- 
fipation  of  the  eledtric  fluid  ;  and 
the  power  of  the  machine  rendered 
very  confiderable,  with  relation  to 
the  furface  excited.  For  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  his  new  conftru&i°n>  we 
muft  refer  to  Dr.  Van  Marum’s  let¬ 
ter.  , 

At  Haarlem  have  been  pubJifhed 
f‘  Memoirs  relative  to  Naples  and 
Sicily,  collected  during  a  Journey 
pi  the  Years  1785,  and  1786,  by 
f ,  Mister,  profdfor  of  Divjpity  qt 
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Copenhagen,  tranflated  from  thf 
German.”  The  original  of  this 
work  was  announced  in  our  view  of 
Danifh  Literature,  for  the  laft  year  ; 
and  we  have  only  to  add,  that  vve 
fhall  be  glad  to  fee  an  Englifh  tranf- 
lation  of  a  piece  which,  from  the 
account  given  of  it  by  the  German 
critics,  is  the  production  of  a  travel¬ 
ler  of  great  talfe  and  judgment,, 
who  was  fortunate  in  being  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  moft  advantageous  con-, 
nexions  for  acquiring  information, 
and  to  the  mold  refpedtable  charac¬ 
ters  for  rank  and  emminence,  as  well 
for  learning  and  abilities. — The 
“  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  Surinam, 
compiled  by  a  Literary  Society  of 
Portuguefe  Jews  refident  there,’* 
although  it  does  not  come  recom¬ 
mended  by  any  regularity  of  ai> 
rangement,  and  charms  of  ftyle, 
which  could  not  be  expected  from 
perfons  unaccuflomed  to  literature, 
abounds,  notwithftanding,  in  much 
curious  and  entertaining  informa¬ 
tion.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts  : 
the  firft  part  is  employed  on  an  hif~ 
torical  account  of  the  colony,  and, 
particularly  of  the  foundation  and 
extent  of  the  privileges  which  the 
Jews  have  enjoyed  in  Surinam, 
ever  fmee  its  eftablifhment,  and  of 
their  conduit  as  good  and  ufeful 
citizens.  The  fecond  part  is  de'- 
feriptive  of  the  prefent  flate  of  Su¬ 
rinam,  the  conftitution  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  its  population  and  produce, 
the  cuftoms,  manners,  religions  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  many  other  in-, 
terefting  particulars,  from  which  the 
reader  will  derive  much  pleafure 
apd  information, — At  Utreuhq, 
Ary  Huyfers,  a  fenior  merchant  in 
the  feivice  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  has  publifhed  “  a  General 
Defcription  of  the  Dutch  Eftablilh- 
ments  in  the  Eall  Indies,  &c.”  This 
author  is  faid  to  be  well  informed 
op  the  fubjeits  of  which  he  has 

given 
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given  a  general  defcription;  but 
Kis  narrative  is  not  fo  full  and  com¬ 
municative,  as  he  might  fafely 
have  rendered  it,  withoutbetraying 
ftny  of  the  important  fetrets  w  hich 
he  may  be  fiippofed  to  have  obtain¬ 
ed  from  his  official  foliation. — The 
*l  Remarks  made  during  a  Journey 
through  Turkey,  Natolia,  the  Cri¬ 
mea,  and  Ruffia,  in  the  Years  1784 
—  1789,”  Caid  to  be  printed  at  Con- 
ftmtinople,  have  more  probably  if- 
fued  from  a  prefs  at  Amfterdam,  or 
jn  fome  of  the  towns  of  the  united 
provinces.  It  is  written  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of 
Sterne ;  but  is  very  inferior  in 
thofe  refpe&s  to  the  original.  It  is 
not,  however,  deftitute  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  entertainment,  which  are 
intermixed  with  much  abfurdity, 
dogmatifm,  and  weak  impertinent 
objections  againft  Chriftianity,  of 
the  true  principles  of  which  religion, 
and  its  influence  on  the  ftate  of 
manners  in  the  world,  the  author 
betrays  the  moft  glaring  and  con¬ 
temptible  ignorance.. 

“  The  Military  Memoirs  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  to  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Year  179c,  publiflied  at 
Amfterdam,”  is  a  work  which  was 
begun  before  the  commencement 
of  our  annual  labours.  It  is  fpoken 
of  as  a  publication  of  ineftima- 
ble  value  to  the  politician  ;  while  as 
an  hiftorical  work  it  is  deferving  of 
a  high  ranK  among  the  productions 
in  Dutch  literature.  During  the 
prefent  year,  thefeventh  and  eighth 
volumes  have  made  their  appearance. 
—At  Leyden,  F.  W.  Peftel  has 
publiflied,  in  the  Latin  language, 

“  a  foort  Account  of  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
public  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Au¬ 
ditors.”  This  little  work  is  divided 
into  two  parts.  The  firft  part, 
which  is  not  fo  full  as  could  be 
wifhed,  treats  of  the  geography  of 
the  country.  T  he  fecond  part  gives 
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an  account  of  the  c.onftitution  of  the 
republic,  and  of  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces,  which  is-conrife,  diftinft,  and 
fatisfaCtory.  -At  Amfterdam  hath 
been  publiflied,  “  a  Supplemental 
volume  to  Wagenaar’s  defcription  of 
Amfterdam,”  which  is  well  fpoken 
of.  It  contains  a  particular  account 
of  the  new  edifices,  paintings,  and 
works  of  fculpture,  which  have 
adorned  that  city  fince  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  Wagenaar’s  work. — At  the 
fame  place  hath  appeared  (f  a  View 
of  the  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  United  Provinces,  fo  wards 
theClofe  of  the  eighteenth  Century, 
by  Yfbrand  Van  Hamelfveld.”  This 
work  is  the  production  of  a  clergy¬ 
man  of  refpe&able  abilities,  who, 
in  confequence  of  his  zealous  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Anti  Orange  party,  was 
difmifled  from  his  preferments,  at 
the  revolution  in  1787.  The  fubr 
jedts  which  the  author  difcufles  are, 
what  is  worthy  of  praife  or  of  blame 
in  the  law  countries;  the  manners 
of  the  inhabitants  in  general;  eduT 
cation;  youth;  marriage; ceconomy* 
focial  virtues;  fciences;  and  national 
tafte;  public worfhip;  particularities: 
to  which  he  adds,  a  profpefl  of  the 
future,  and  ufeful  advice.  M.  Ha- 
melfveld  appears  to  be  a  warm  friend 
to  the  caqfe  of  religion  and  virtue  ; 
but  he  does  not  feem  to  poflefs  a 
fufficient  knowledge  of  the  world, 
to  qualify  him  for  the  talk  which  he 
undertook.  To  this  it  is  owing  that 
his  work  is  diftinguilhed  more  for 
declamation,  and  remarks  which 
muff  be  attributed  to  prejudice  of 
credulity,  than  for  philofophic  fur- 
vey,  and  juft  difcrimination. — At 
Haarlem  a  work  has  been  publiflied, 
by  the  fociety  for  public  good,  enti¬ 
tled  “Biographical  Sketches  of  Cele¬ 
brated  Men  and  Women  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands.’"’  This  work  is  a  brief 
and  ufeful  moral  compilation,  for 
the  inftru&ion  of  youth ;  and  in- 
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tended  to  be  continued  in  future 
volumes.— At  Dordt,  an  infinitive 
and  entertaining  publication  has 
begun  to  make  its  appearance,  in 
numbers,  under  the  title  of  “an  hif- 
torical,  political,  and  ceconomicai 
Atlas.”  This  popular  work  con¬ 
tains  an  abridgement  of  what  is  mod 
inte retting  in  the  hittory,  commerce, 
and  agriculture  of  different  countries. 

At  Leyden,  M.  Ruhnkenius  has 
publifhed  an  accurate  and  elegant  edi¬ 
tion  of  “  the  Works  of  M.  A.  Mure- 
tus,  with  Additions  and  Corrections 
from  Manufcripts,  and  a  brief  Com¬ 
mentary,”  in  4  volumes  8vo.  This 
edition  of  that  celebrated  author  is 
the  moft  complete  and  perfedt  one 
which  hath  yet  appeared  ;  an-d  con¬ 
tains,  befkle  the  preface  of  Thoma- 
fius,  and  that  of  the  Padua  edition 
of  1 74 1 ,  a  learned  and  ingenious  one 
by  the  prefent  editor,  which  is  pi  e- 
fixed  to  the  fourth  volume. — At 
Amtterdam,  M.  R.  Van  Om- 
meren,  Matter  of  the  public  fchool 
in  that  city,  has  publifhed  two  dif- 
fertations  entitled  “  Quintus  Hora- 
tius  Flaccus,  &c.”  which  were  firtt 
read  in  a  focietv  at  Amtterdam,  pro 
Concordia  &r  libertate.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  of  the  author  is,  to  de-. 
fend  tike  Roman  poet  from  the  ar- 
cufations  which  have  been  brought 
againft  him  by  fcveral  learned  men, 
of  flattery,  cowardice,  and  licentiouf- 
nefs,  as  a  man,  and  as  a  citizen. 
This  part  of  his  plan  M.  Ommeren 
has  executed  with  much  ingenuity, 
and  forcible  argument.  His  fe- 
condary  obje<ft  is,  to  moderate  the 
high  party  fpirit  that  exitts  among 
his  countrymen.  We  apprehend 
that  this  talk  will  be  found  much- 
more  arduous  and  difficult,  than  the 
exculpation  of  his  favourite  bard,  — 
At  Utrecht  hath  appeared  “  a  Trea- 
tife  of  the  late  Peter  Camper  on  the 
natural  Difference  of.Features in  per¬ 
sons  of  various  Countries  and  Ages ; 
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and  on  Beauty  as  exhibited  on  an¬ 
cient  Sculpture  and  Engravings ;  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Defcription  of  a  new 
Method  of  delineating  various  forrs 
of  Head^,  with  accuracy  :  publifhed 
by  his  fon,  Adrian  Gilles  Camper.’* 
The  chara<5ter  of  the  late  profeffor 
Camper,  for  learning,  judgment,  and 
tafte,  is  too  well  known  to  be  pai"- 
ticufarlv  mentioned  bv  us.  And  it 
will  excite  a  ftrong  curiofity,  among 
fcientific  artifts,  to  examine  a  work 
that  is  founded  on  a  fucceffion  of 
repeated  difeoveries,  and  minute 
obfervation.  The  following  are  the 
outlines  of  the  author’s  object:  he 
intends  to  prove  that  the  principal 
rules  laid  down  by  the  moft  celebrat¬ 
ed  painters  and  limners,  are  very 
defective  ;  that  they  neither  enable 
the  (Indents  to  delineate  national 
chara<fterifties  in  the  countenance, 
nor  to  imitate  the  beauties  of  ancient 
lculptors  and  artifts.  He  contends 
that  the  oblervations  of  the  abbe 
Winckelman,  concerning  ideal  beau¬ 
ty,  are  not  well  founded  ;  and  he 
profeffes  to  have  difeovered,  in  what 
that  fpecies  of  beauty  really  contttls. 
He  infills  that  it  is  in  confequence 
of  the  impel  fettion  of  rules,  that 
men  of  eminence  have  been  fo  de- 
fetttive  in  their  portraits  of  national 
chara<tters.  He  denies  the  propriety 
of  making  the  oval,  as  is  the  moft 
common  method,  or  the  triangle,  as 
fome  artifts  have  propoied,  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  portraits  to  be  taken  in 
profile  ;  and  he  propofes  more  cer¬ 
tain  principles  in  their  place. 

Among  the  productions  of  Ger- 
manv,  the  firtt  which  attratts  our 
attention  is,  6C  a  new  Greek  Ver- 
fion  of  the  Pentateuch,  now  firtt: 
Publifhed  from  the  Manufcript  iti 
St.  Mark’s  Library  at  Venice,  and 
revifed,  by  Ch.  Fred,  Ammon, 
Phil,  D.  &c.  vols.  I.  and  XL”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Erlangen.  Thefe  volume* 
contain  Gcnefts,  Exodus,  Leviticus, 

$nd 
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and  Numbers  ;  to  which  is  foon  to 
be  added,  a  third  volume  contain¬ 
ing  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  cri¬ 
tical  remarks  by  the  editor,  a  de¬ 
fence  of  corrections  which  he  has 
made  of  trifling  miftakes  in  the  ma- 
nu  fieri  pt,  and  a  complete  index  ver- 
borum.  We  fit  all  probably  have  it 
in  our  power,  on  a  future  occalion, 
to  lay  before  our  readers  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  value  of 
this  publication. — At  Marpurg  M. 
C.  W.  Jufti  has  publi died  u  the 
Song  of  Triumph  over  Babylon, 
Ifaiah  XLVII.  as  a  fpecimen  of 
Tranflation  and  Explanation.”  From 
this  fpecimen  a  very  favourable 
opinion  hath  been  entertained 
of  the  abilities  of  the  author,  as 
a  critic  and  commentator.  The 
fifth  verfe  he  confidcrs  to  al¬ 
lude  to  the  cuftom  in  the  eaft  of 
leading  in  the  evening,  while  the 
Oaves  were  allowed  no  light  in  their 
apartment.  The  fame  allufion  he 
Conceives-  to  be  ufed,  in  the  outer 
darknefs  of  the  new  teftament. — 
At  Gottingen,  M.  Werner.  C.  L. 
Zeigler  has  published  “  a  complete 
Introduction  to  the  Epiftie  to  the 
Hebrews,  in  which  the  ancient  and 
modern  Opinions  refpeCting  its  au¬ 
thenticity,  canonicalnefs,  and  ori¬ 
ginal  Language,  are  continually  ex¬ 
amined  anew,  and  the  Value  of  the 
whole  Epiftie  more  accurately  de¬ 
termined.”  The  principal  objedt 
of  M.  Ziegler  appears  to  be,  the 
refutation  of  the  arguments  ufed  by 
Dr.  Starr,  in  his  explanation  of  this 
epiftie,  to  prove  that  Paul  was  the 
writer  of  it.  Thefe  he  examines 
fingly,  and  clofelv,  with  great  criti¬ 
cal  judgment  and  fkill*  M.  Zeigler 
is  of  opinion  that  this  epiftie  was 
written1  by  Apollos,  or  dome  other 
Jew  of  Alexandria. — The  fame  au¬ 
thor  has  publifhed,  at  the  fame  place, 
<4  Theological  Eftay.s,  vol.  I.”  This 
work  affords  additional  evidence  of 
the  ex  ten  five  knowledge,  and  critical 


TEkATUO. 

acutenefs,  which  the  author  pof- 
feftes ;  and  has  led  the  public  td 
form  very  high  expectations  from 
his  future  prod u6t ions  in  Biblical 
literature.  Three  feparate  tracts 
compofe  the  prefent  volume.  Thd 
firft  is  on  natural  religion  ;  the  fe- 
cond  an  examination  of  the  hiftory 
of  the  doCtrjne  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
from  the  earlieft  times  of  the  church* 
to  the  council, of  Florence  ;  and  the 
third  is  a  commentary  on  the  book 
of  Judges. — At  Leipfic,  M.  llof- 
fenmuller  is  continuing  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  his  “  Scholia  on  the  Old 
Teitament,”  with  increafing  reputa¬ 
tion.  From  the  laft  account  which 
we  have  feen  of  this  work  it  appears* 
that  he  has  publifhed  the  firft  lec¬ 
tion  of  his  third  volume,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  firft  eighteen  chapters  of 
Ifaiah. — The  fame  author  has  like- 
wife  publifhed,  at  Nuremberg,  the 
third  and  laft  volume  of  u  additions 
to  his  Scholia  on  the  New  Tefta¬ 
ment,”  which  contain  the  fubftance 
of  every  thing  of  importance,  that 
hath  been  written  ftnee  that  work 
appeared.  — At  Leipfic,  M.  F.  Fred,, 
N.  More,  profeftor  of  Theology* 
has  publifhed  an  epitome  of  “  Chrif- 
tian  Theology,  written  for  fu¬ 
ture  Teachers  of  Religion,”  which 
is  a  valuable  and  ufefiil  work* 
and  well  defer ves  .  the  attention 
of  thofe  for  whofe  ufe  it  Was 
drawn  up.  In  his  prolegomena,  the 
profeftor  difplays  much  learning 
and  information,  when  treating  of 
religion  in  general,  theology,  the 
feripttires,  and  the  credibility  of 
their  authors. 

At  Winterthur,  M.  J.  C.  Lavateir 
has  publifhed  “  Reflections  on  th6 
moft  important  Paffages  in  the 
Gofpels;  a  book  for  the  Edification 
of  unlearned  thinking  Chriftians* 
adapted  to  the  Wants  of  the  Times* 
vol.  IL”  With  M.  Lavater’s  man¬ 
ner  of  writing  practical  works,  few* 
if  any,  of  our  readers  are  unac¬ 
quainted. 
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quainted.  This  volume  is  written 
in  his  peculiar  ftyle,  and  is  well 
adapted  to  the  clafs  of  readers  for 
whofe  ufe  it  was  intended.  What 
farther  tends  to  recommend  it  is, 
the  care  with  which  the  author  has,  in 
general, avoided  i nti oducing  any  refe¬ 
rence  to  opinions  of  a  dubious  and 
fpeculative  nature  ;  or  which  can¬ 
not  promote  the  improvement  of 
ehriftians. — At  Erfort,  M.  J.  J. 
Bellerman  has  pubiifhed  a  “  Manual 
of  Biblical  Literature,  vol.  II.”  a 
work  that  reflects  great  honour  on 
on  the  author’s  talents,  and  from 
which  the  theological  ftudent  may 
derive  confiderable  affiftance.  This 
volume  is  devoted  to  facred  geogra¬ 
phy. — At  Ulm  hath  appeared  a 
publication  entitled,  “  the  true  and 
only  fufficient  Mode  of  reforming 
the  Catholic  Priefthood  in  general, 
according  to  the  original  Idea  of  its 
Divine  Founder;  by  an  adtive  Friend 
of  Pure  Truth,  and  the  general 
Good.”  This  work  is  a  lingular  and 
curious  one ;  efpeciaily  when  it  is 
confidered  that  it  is  the  production 
of  a  catholic,  and  one  who  is 
held  in  high  eftimation  by  the 
catholic  clergy  in  general,  and 
by  the  court  of  Munich,  at  which 
he  refkles.  For  he  claims  the  fame 
rights  for  his  fovereign  over  the 
clergy  and  all  '  eccleliailical  poffef- 
fions,  as  have  been  exercifed  under 
the  revolution  in  France.  He  con¬ 
tends,  alfo,  that  there  fhould.be  but 
one  clafs  of  priefts,  though  of  dilfe- 
rent  ranks,  who  fhould  be  folely 
occupied  in  the  cure  of  fouls,  and 
lnftru&ion  of  youth,  and  whole  au¬ 
thority  fhould  be  purely  Ipi ritual. 
The  German  episcopalians  will  not 
highly  rclifli  fuch  a  bold  and  fpirit- 
<ed  performance.  —  At  Hamburg  an 
.ufeful  treatife  has  been  pubiifhed, 
entitled  “  the  Road  to  Happinefs 
pointed  out  to  Youth,  by  one  at  their 
belt  Friends . ”  This  work  is  drawn 
vup  in  a  manner  that  will  prove  un¬ 


exceptionable  to  perfons  of  very 
difeordant  theological  opinions,  but 
who  agree  in  a  common  belief  in 
chriftianity.  It  is  divided  into  feven 
feftions,  under  the  following  heads : 
What  is  the  nature  of  man  ?  In  what 
confifts  the  happinefs  at  which  he 
aims?  Is  there  a  God?  Can  this 
God  render  us  happy  ?  He  has  cal¬ 
led  us  to  happinefs  by  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  providence  :  and  he  has 
given  us  a  full  aflurance  of  it,  by 
fending  his  fon  jefus. — At  Nurem¬ 
berg  and  Altdorf,  Dr.  J.  C.  Doder- 
lein  has  pubiifhed  “  Inftrmftions  in 
in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  adapted  to 
the  Neceffities  of  the  Times,  vol.V.” 
The  former  volumes  of  thefe  dif- 
courfes  were  pubiifhed  fome  years 
ago ;  and  have  fee  11  red  to  the  au¬ 
thor  a  high  and  diftinguifhed  rank 
among  German  divines.  This 
volume  completes  the  doctrines 
relative  to  the  attributes  of  God, 
and  treats  of  his  moral  perfec¬ 
tions. — At  Gottingen,  M.  J.  G. 
Marezoll  has  pubiifhed  a  volume  of 
“  Sermons,  principally  relating  to 
the  Spirit  and  Wants  of  the  Times, 
preached  at  the  Uiverfity.  Church,’* 
which  are  oil  interefting  and  ufeful 
fubjefts,  and  fa  id  to  be  recommend¬ 
ed  by  great  excellence  of  ftyle.- —  At 
Leipfic,  M.  R.  G.  Raur,  has  pub-* 
lifhed  “  Sermons  on  faff  and  feaft 
Days,  and  on  various  Subjects  of 
practical  Chriftianity,”  which  have 
been  very  favourably  received  ;  and 
are  considered  as  poffefling  much  of 
that  fpecies  of  merit  which  diftin* 
guiflies  the  excellent  fermons  of 
Zollikofer. — At  Magdeburgh,  M.  J. 
David  Muller  has  pubiifhed  “  Ser¬ 
mons  for  Youth  at  School,  in  two 
volumes.”  Mr.  Muller,  who  has 
been  for  fome  years  a  teacher  of 
young  perfons,  has  been  accuilomed 
to  alienable  his  fcholars  on  holi- 
-days,  and  to  deliver  difeourfes  to 
them  on  the  ftrft  principles  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Thefe  difeourfes  cornpofe 

the 


the  prefent  volumes,  and  are  recom¬ 
mended  by  their  fubjeits,  their  bre¬ 
vity,  and  the  eafy  familiar  ftyle  in 
which  they  are  written. — At  Berlin 
have  appeared  two  volumes  of  poft- 
humous  4t  Sermons,  on  various 
Texts  of  Scripture,  by  M.  Reclam.” 
It  appears,  however,  that  thefe  dif- 
courfes  were  intended  by  the  author 
foF  the  prefs ;  and  that  they  poffefs 
very  confiderable  merit,  as  pulpit 
compofitions.  The  fubjedts  of  them 
are,  chiefly,  the  chriftian  virtues. 

Among  the  German  publications 
in  fpeculative  and  moral  philofo- 
phv,  for  the  year  179?,  we  meet 
with,  “  J.G.  C.  Kiefewetter,  on 
the  firft  Principles  of  moral  Philo- 
fophy,  &c.  in  2  Vols.”  publifhed 
at  Berlin.  The  firft  volume  of  this 
work  contains  an  examination  of 
former  fyftems  of  morals  ;  and  an 
EBay  on  Free-will,  by  profeflbr 
Jacob,  a  new  edition  revifed 
throughout.  The  ftcond  volume 
contains  an  Expofition  and  Expla¬ 
nation  of  Kant’s  Moral  Principle  ; 
which  is  fo  much  enlarged  in  its 
form,  that  it  may  be  confidered  as 
a  new  work. — At  Leipfic,  M.  Fred. 
Vidfor  Leberecht  Piefling  has  pub- 
liflied  “  Attempts  to  elucidate  the 
Philofophy  of  the  remoteft  Anti¬ 
quity,  Vol.  II.”  This  volume  ts 
divided  into  two  parts.  The  firft 
contains  an  attempt  to  prove,  that  the 
ancient  EJeates,  the  Pythagoreans, 
and  AriftotJe,  entertained  the  fame 
opinions  in  their  dodtrine  of  God, 
the  foul  of  the  world,  and  of  ideas. 
The  fecond  part  is  principally  em¬ 
ployed  in  refuting  different  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  author’s  opinions.  This 
work  is  diftinguifhed  by  thofe  marks 
of  induftry  and  ingenuity,  which 
mull  extort  the  commendation  of 
thofe  readers  pf  Mr.  Piefling,  who 
may  not  think  that  he  has  fatisfac- 
torily  eftablifhed  his  pofitions.—  At 
Berlin,  M.  J.  Afcher  has  publifhed 


a  treatife  entitled  i(  Scholia,  Of 
Fragments  of  Philofophy  and  Cri- 
ticifm,  Vol.  T.”  The  chief  object 
of  the  author  is,  to  inveftigate  the 
ground  of  the  pleafure  which  arifes 
from  the  fublime,  the  great,  the 
noble,  and  the  beautiful.  In  dif- 
eufling  his  fubjedfs,  M.  Afcher  gives 
abundant  proof  of  the  attention 
which  he  has  paid  to  them,  and  of 
his  extenfive  acquaintance  with 
fcientific  writers,  and  works  of 
art;  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  truth  and  reafonablenefs  of  his 
theory.  — At  Leipfic  have  appeared 
“  Letters  on  Kant’s  Philofophy, 
by  C.  Leon.  Reinhold,  Vol.  I” ; 
which  contain  an  intelligible  and 
pleafing  illuftration  of  the  refults  of 
Kant’s  reafoning,  with  refpcdt  to 
our  rights  and  duties  in  this  life, 
and  the  grounds  of  our  hope  in  a 
future,  without  examining  the  prr- 
mifes  from  which  thofe  refults  are 
drawn.  The  firft  letters,  which 
contain  an  account  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  philofophy,  are  highly  in- 
ftrudtive. — At  the  fame  place,  M. 
C.  H.  Heydenreich  has  publifhed  a 
fecond  volume  of  his  fenfible  and 
well-written  “  Thoughts  oil  the 
Philofophy  of  Natural  Religion.” — » 
At  the  fame  place,  Mr.  Villaume 
has  publifhed  a  volume  of  “  EfTays 
on  l'ome  Pfychological  Queftions,” 
which  he  has  treated  with  his  accuf- 
tomed  good  fenfe,  and  ingenuity* 
The  fubjedts  of  thefe  eflays  are 
dreams ;  whether  in  a  future  ftate 
we  fhall  have  a  remembrance  of 
this;  the  laws  by  which  man  is 
guided  in  his  judgment  concerning 
truth  and  falfhood ;  whether  pleft- 
fure  can  ferve  inftead  of  pain  to  un¬ 
fold  man’s  faculties ;  Bonnet’s  fyf- 
tem  of  the  organization  of  the  brain; 
and  felf-knowledge. — At  Medlen- 
burg,  M.  Wilhelm  Klewiz  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  treatife  “  on  Duration  and 
Pre-exiftcnce”  which,  among  fome 

pleafing 
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lng  and  probable  conje&urei,  con¬ 
tains  a  variety  of  the  mcfft  wild 
and  extravagant  ideas  that  a  crea¬ 
tive  fancy  ever  formed.  There  is 
nothing,  however,  in  his  fcheme, 
but  what  is  perfectly  innocent,  in  a 
Inoral  and  religious  point  of  view. 
— At  Jena,  M.  C.  Chriftiah  Erhard 
Schmid  has  publiflied  <4  an  experi¬ 
mental  Eflay  on  Mind,”  which  af¬ 
fords  fatisfa&ory  evidence  of  the 
author’s  pofTeffing  very  extenfive 
talents,  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  fubjedt  he  has  undertaken  to 
difcufs,  patient  and  unwearied  in- 
duftry,  and  an  accurate  difcrimi not¬ 
ing  judgment.  This  work  is  divi¬ 
ded  into  five  parts.  The  firft  ex¬ 
amines  the  idea  of  the  mind,  its  va¬ 
rious  faculties  and  powers,  their  re¬ 
lation  to  each  other,  and  the  general 
Jaws  by  which  they  aft,  as  far  as  is 
necefiary  to  the  fubfequent  invefti- 
gations.  The  fecond  part  treat's  of 
the  faculty  of  perception  ;  the  third 
of  fenfation  ;  the  fourth,  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  and  power  of  defire  in  gene¬ 
ral  ;  and  the  fifth,  of  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  foul  and  body  to  each 
other.  in  an  Introduction,  Mr. 
Schmid  confiders  the  knowledge  of 
man  in  general,  and  its  indifpenfa- 
blenefs  to  the  attainment  of  the 
end  of  his  exiftence  or  happinefs 
by  means  of  moral  conduct. — At 
Tubingen,  profefTor  Bardili  has  re- 
publifhed  the  “  Treatifeon  the  Im¬ 
mortality  of  the  Soul,  by  P.  Pom- 
ponius  of  Mantua,”  which  was  be¬ 
come  exceedingly  fcarce ;  and  has 
enhanced  its  value,  by  adding  what- 
evervis  worthy  notice  relative  to 
the  philofophers  who  have  flourifh- 
ed  in  Italy  fince  the  age  of  the 
fcholaftics,  the  life  of  the  author, 
and  the  argument  of  the  book.— 
At  the  fame  place,  profefTor  Jac. 
Fred.  Abel  has  publiflied  44  Expla¬ 
nations  of  important  Objects  of 
1791, 
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Philofophical  and  Chriftian  Mora¬ 
lity”  ;  in  which  he  endeavours  to 
fhevv  the  importance  of  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  pfychologv  to 
young  divines,  and  how  its  prin¬ 
ciples  fliould  be  applied  to  cafes 
which  will  frequently  occur  to  them. 
The  defign  of  this  publication  is 
more  highly  commended  than 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  execu¬ 
ted. 

Under  the  hgad  of  Government, 
Law,  and  Political  (Economy,  Ger¬ 
many  during  the  prefen t  year  has 
produced  only  a  few  publications 
which  We  have  heard  of,  and  of  which 
our  plan  requires  that  we  fliould 
take  any  notice.  In  this  number 
is  the  44  Eflay  on  the  Revolutions 
oi  States,  External,  Internal  and 
Religious,  read  at  the  public  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Berlin,  061.  6.  179.1,  &c.  by  Count 
Hertzberg.”  This  publication  is 
diftinguifhed  by  numerous  evi¬ 
dences  of  that  extenfive  informa¬ 
tion,  and  comprehenfive  mind, 
which  the  ingenious  author  is  well 
known  to  pofTefs.  We  cannot, 
however,  accede  to  all  his  political 
ideas ;  and  have  by  no  means  been 
convinced  by  the  arguments  with 
which  he  endeavours  to  fupport 
the  utility  of  handing  armies,  and 
to  illufhate  the  freedom  which  is 
enjoyed  under  the  Pruffian  govern¬ 
ment.-— At  Liege,  M.  Lemaire  has 
publiflied  a  French  tranflation,  from 
the  German,  of  44  a  Plan  of  a  new 
Conflitution,  for  the  Free  and  Im¬ 
perial  City  of  Atx-la-Chapelie,  pro- 
poTed  to  the  Citizens  by  M.  De 
Dohm,  Privy  Councellor  to  the 
King  of  PrufTia,”  This  publica¬ 
tion  is  highly  honourable  to  the 
author,  for  the  rational  anc^  manly 
fentiments  of  liberty  which  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  inculcate.  It  points 
out  the  proper  corre6tion  of  thefe 

T  abufes 
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abufes  in  the  old  conftitution,  un¬ 
der  which  the  magiftrafe.--  had  for  a 
long  time  exerciled  an  intolerable 
oppremon,  that  led  to  cdnfequences 
which  called  for  the  interpofition 
of  the  imperial  chamber  at  Wetz- 
jaer.  And  it  propofes  a  new  form 
of  government,  which  Lems  calcu¬ 
lated,  as  the  author  fays,  tc  to  make 
,  the  City  truly  free,  and  the  Citi¬ 
zens  Fieemen,  fubordinate  only  to 

'  ^  j 

the  Laws,  and  poflefling  not  only 
the  Right,  but  the  Opportunity  and 
Power,  of  exerting  themlelves  at 
all  times,  in  promoting  the  general 
Happinefs.” — At  Bei  lin  hath  i  been 
publifhed  “  a  Trial  at  Law  between 
JM.  Unger,  Printer,  and  M.  Zaell- 
ner,  Councellor  of  the  grand  Con- 
fiftory,  as  Cenfor  of  a  prohibited 
Book/ '  which  reflects  much  honour 
on  the  court  before  which  it  was 
held,  and  leads  us  to  hope  that  their 
decifion  will  prove  encouraging:  to 
freedom  of  enquiry  in  the  Pruflian 
monarchy.  The  following  are  the 
circum fiances  of  the  cafe:  M.  Un¬ 
ger  h*ving  publifhed  a  catechifm, 
for  the  inftruction  of  the  lower 
clafles  of  people,  in  which  all  the 
abftrufc  parts  of  that  publifhed  by 
authority  were  omitted,  be  was  for¬ 
bidden  by  the  minifler  Von  Woll- 
ner  to  fell  the  work,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  that  it  was  a  libel  on  the  efta- 
bliflied  catechifm.  At  the  fame 
time  that  minifler  informed  him, 
that  he  might  recover  his  expences 
from  M.  Zsellner,  the  cenfor,  who 
had  permitted  him  to  publifh  it. 
Having  brought  iris  aftion  againfl 
M.  Zaellner,  the  court  decreed 
againfl  him  ;  obferving,  “  that  the 
office  of  cenfor  was  intended  mere¬ 
ly  to  fupprefs  perfonal  inve&ive, 
and  private  malice,  and  not  to  lay 
the  leaf!  reflraint  on  the  cai  did 
examination  of  truth,  againfl 
whomfuever  it  might  militate.” — 
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At  Gottingen,  M.  Ph.  P.  Gudelf 
has  publifhed  a  treatife  “  on  the 
Laws  of  Rnehange,  and  the  Roman 
Law  relative  to  written  Obligations, 
and  their  Influence  on  the  Vv  ell  fare 
of  a  People  which  contains 
many  jufl  ideas,  worthy  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  writers  on  jurifprudence. 
M.  Guden  conflders  the  Roman 
Jaw  as  too  favourable  to  the  deb¬ 
tor ;  and  that  of  exchange  as  too 
favourable  to  the  creditor. — At 
Hamburgh  has  been  publifhed  “  an 
Attempt  at  a  complete  Enquiry  into 
Ufury  and  its  Laws,  and  the  Means 
of  preventing  Ufury  without  Penal 
Statutes,  by  J.  A.  Gunther,  vol.  I 
which  contains  many  juft  and  fen- 
ftble  obfer  vat  ions  on  the  theory  of 
the  laws  of  ufury  :  and  at  Not'd- 
lingen,  a  treatife  entitled  “  aVote  on 
Ufury,  by  a  Man  without  a  Vote,” 

1  which  to  much  humour  unites  va¬ 
luable  and  important  remarks  on 
the  fame  fubjecL — At  Manheiin 
have  been  publifhed  the  u  Memoirs 
of  the  Electoral  Phyfico-ceconomi- 
cal  Society  of  Heidelberg,  Vol.  V. 
Part  1.”  The  papers  in  this  vo¬ 
lume  are,  on  the  beft  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  a  want  of  firewood,  by  F. 
C«  Medicus ;  on  the  commercial 
rank  of  the  Turks,  bv  Dr.  Gat- 
terer ;  and  obfervations  on  the 
difeafes  of  horfes,  by  C.  baron 
von  Zvllenhard. 

At  Mentz  and  Leipfic  have 
appeared  “  Letters  on  the  various 
.Branches  of  political  (Economy, 
Voi.  I.”  which  have  been  written 
by  a  perfon  of  confiderable  expe¬ 
rience,  knowledge,  and  judgment ; 
and  at  Bamberg  and  Wirtzburg, 
a  diftertation  “  on  the  Advantages 
of  Hofpitals  to  a  State,”  which  was 
pronounced  at  the  eftabli fitment  of 
the  general  hofpital  at  Bamberg, 
and  is  chiefly  employed  in  a  pane¬ 
gyric  on  the  reigning  prince  bifhop, 

Francis 
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Francis  Lewis.* — At  Berlin  a  perio-  us  contains  the  following  articles: 
dical  work  has  begun  to  make  its  monuments  of  the  hifforv  of  the 
appearance,  entitled  “  Frederic  arts  in  Pruffia ;  fpeech  on  the  in- 
Heizberg s  Magazine  for  the  Geo-  trodu<5lion  of  the  new  regulations 
graphy  and  political  (Economy  of  of  the  academy,  by  baron  Heinitz, 
the.  1  Indian  Dominions,  Part  I.’*  miniffer  of  Bate  ;  an  anfwer  in  thNe 
which,  from  its  plan,  and  the  man-  name  of  the  academy,  by  profefTor 
ner  in  which  the  prefent  Number  is  Moritz;  on  two  buildings  made 
conduced,  promifes  to  be  ufeful  each  of  a  fingle  Bone,  taken  from 
and  entertaining. — At  Hamburg,  quarries  in  Egypt,  and  tranfported 
Di .  J.  A.  H.  Reimarus  haspublifh-  on  the  Nile,  one  to  Sais,  the  other 
ed  a  well  written  treatife  entitled,  to  Butos ;  on  the  ancient  porcelain 
the.  Freedom  of  the  Corn-Trade  of  Egypt;  defcription  of  Branden- 
examined  on  Natural  and  HiBori-  burg  gate,  now  erecting  at  Berlin  ; 
cal  Principles ;”  in  which  he  offers  inffitution  of  the  academy  of  arts 
a  variety  of  arguments,  from  rea-  at  Peterfburg;  a  letter  to  M.  L. 
fon  and  experience,  to  prove  that  Meinon,  concerning  profefforHerz’s 
the  moff  effedlual  means  of  fecuring  Effay  on  TaBe ;  an  anl'wer  by  M. 
a  country  againB  want  of  corn  are,  Meinon;  a  plan  for  executing" geo- 
to  allow  a  free  importation  and  ex-  graphical  maps  in  a  lefs  expenfive 
portation  of  that  article. — At  Weif-  manner  than  the  prefent,  which 
fenfels  and  Lei  plic,  a  country  clergy-  chiefly  confiffs  in  the  ufe  of  wood 
man  has  publifhed  “  Short  Inftruc-  inBead  of  copper  ;  and  extradls  of 
tionsT  taken  from  Experience,  on  the  letters  by  the  vice-diredtor  Chodone- 
beB  Method  of  cultivating  Fruit  iecky.<— Among  the  mathematical 
Trees,”  containing  much  valuable  works  which  individuals  have  con- 
and  ufeful  information.  tributed  to  the  general  Bock,  we 

In  giving  our  account  of  publica-  meet  with  “  InBitutes  of  Mathe- 
tions  in  Mathematics  and  Philofo-  matical  Analyfis,  and  the  Science 
phy,  it  has  been  vfual  with  us  to  of  Machines,  Vol.  I ;  containing 
pay.  our  firB  attention  to  the  me-  Algebra,  or  the  Analyfis  of  finite 
moirs  of  royal  academies,  or  pub-  Quantities ;  publifhed  from  the 
lie  focieties.  We  have  not,  how-  poBhumous  Papers  of  M  Jos.  Mit- 
ever,  fince  the  appearance  of  our  terpacher  of  Mitternburg,  by  J. 
laB  volume,  met  with  any  work  of  Pafquich,  Phil.  D.  ProfefTor  of  the 
this  defcription:  if  we  except  the  higher  Mathematics  at  PeB,”  print  - 
“  Annals  of  the  Academy  of  Me-  ed  at  Leipfic.  The  foreign  jburna- 
chanic  Arts  and  Sciences,  at  Berlin,  lifts  in  fpeaking  of  this  work,  are 
by  C.  Ph.  Moritz,  Part  I.”  which  profufe  in  their  commendations  on 
are  of  a  mathematical  nature.  Thefe  the  author,  and  the  editor. —  At 
Annals  are  intended  to  contain  not  Berlin,  profefTor  Abel  Burja  has 
only  all  the  difeoveries  made  by  the  publifhed  “  Elements  of  Dynamics, 
afcademy,  or  its  members,  but  all  or  that  Part  of  Mechanics 
the  information  that  can  be  colled!-  which  treats  of  folid  Bodies  in  a 
ed  concerning  the  hiBory  of  the  State  of  Motion ;”  the  defign  of 
arts,  and  the  degree  of  perfection  which  is  to  afford  thofe  who  wilh 
to  which  each  has  been  carried  by  to  make  forne  progrefs  in  the  fei- 
the  ancients.  The  number  before  ence,  a  work  calculated  to  prepare 
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them  for  the  more  abftrufe  parts  of 
mathematics,  for  reading  the  la¬ 
bours  of  an  Euler ;  or  a  M.  de  la 
Grange. — At  Leipfic,  R.  Fr.  Von 
Inndenati,  lieutenant  colonel,  &c< 
in  the  imperial  fervice,  has  publith- 
ed  a  treatife  44  on  the  higher  Pruf- 
fian  Tallies,  their  Defeats  and  Ina¬ 
dequacy,  with  fome  more  full  arid 
adequate  Met  hods,  i  n  four  Parts, V ol. 
II from  which  confiderable  im¬ 
provement  may  be  derived  to  mi¬ 
litary  fcience. — At  Hamburg,  an 
anonymous  treatife  has  appeared 
44  on  fuccedaneous  Rudders,  or  Me¬ 
thods  that  may  be  employed  for 
fleering  a  Ship  which  has  loft  its 
Rudder  or  Tiller,  arid  fupplying 
the  Lois  as  well  as  polfible  at  Sea 
tvhich  is  the  work  of  an  intelligent 
author,  arid  contains  tifeful  inftruc- 
tion  in  naval  tactics. — At  Berlin, 
M.  J.  C.  Bode  has  publiftied  his 
^  aftronomical  Ephemeris  for  the 
i' ear'  1794,”  which  abounds  with 
valuable  aftronomical  papers. —At 
>  Gotha,  Francis  de  Zach,  Phil,  et 
LL.  D.  of  the  univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  has  publiftied  44  New  and  Cor¬ 
rect  Tables  of  the  Sun’s  Motion, 
deduced  from  the  Theory  of  Gravi¬ 
tation,  and  the  lateft  Obfervations  ; 
to  which  is  added  a  New  Catalogue 
of  the  principal  fixed  Stars,  from 
Aftronomical  Obfervations  made 
during  the  Years  1787,  8,  g,  90,  in 
the  Obfervatory  at  Gotha,  and  con- 
ftruCted  for  the  Year  1800;’’  which 
is  faid  to  be  a  work  of  very  great 
merit.— At  Gottingen,  M.  Johann. 
Hieronymus  Scliroeter  has  publifti¬ 
ed  44  Selenotopographical  Memoirs, 
intended  to  promote  a  more  accu¬ 
rate  Knowledge  of  the  Moon’s  Sur¬ 
faced'  a  work  on  which  the  author 
has  bellowed  inmenfe  time  and  la¬ 
bour,  and  that  contains  a  vaft  fund  of 
inroririation,  for  which  every  lover 
©f  fcience  is  much  indebted  to  him. 


In  Natural  Philosophy  and  Cherri- 
iftry,  the  following  works  have  been 
announced  in  the  foreign  journals : 
“  New  Philofophical  Effays,  of  the 
Bavarian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Vol. 
V.”  publiftied  at  Munich  ;  to  which 
M.  M.  Heinricht,  Arbuthnot,  and 
Kennedy  are  the  principal  contribu¬ 
tors  ;  44  Mifcellaneous  Effays,  Che¬ 
mical,  Pharmaceutical,  and  Philofo- 
phi  cal,  by  J.  Mich.  Schiller,”  pub- 
liihed  at  Nuremberg ;  44  a  Hiftory 
of  the  Progrefs  and  Difcoveries  iri 
Chemiftry,  &c.  by  John  Chriftiari 
Weigleb,  in  2  Vols.”  publiftied  at 
Berlin  ;  44  Chemical  Refearches  in 
Agriculture,  Part  III.  by  M.  •Reich¬ 
ert,”  publiftied  at  Erlang  '  44  An 
Introduction  to  Chemiftry  in  ge¬ 
neral,  by  Chriftian  Ehrenfried  Wei¬ 
gel,  Parts  I  and  II.”  publiftied  at 
Leipfic  ;  44  a  general  Syftem  of  ex¬ 
perimental  Chemiftry,  Iketched  as 
a  Text -Book  for  his  Lectures,  by 
Dr.  Sigifm.  Fred.  Hermbftadt,  in  3 
Vols.”  publiftied  at  Berlin ;  44  a 
chemical  Analyfis  of  the  Mineral 
"Waters  at  Carlfbad,  by  profefior 
Klaproth,”  publiftied  at  the  fame 
place ;  and  44  a  phyfico-chemical 
Defcription  of  the  mineral  Wells  at 
Pyrmont,  by  John  Fred.  Weft- 
rumb,”  publiftied  at  Leipfic. — To 
the  articles  already  enumerated  we 
muft  add  the  following,  which  are 
intended  to  aflift  in  extending  ouf 
acquaintance  with  the  different 
branches  of  natural  knowledge  i 
44  An  Introduction'  to  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Hiftory  of  Animals  and 
Minerals,  for  the  Ufe  of  Academi¬ 
cal  Ledlures,  by  Auguftus  J.  G.C. 
Batfch,  Vol.  II.”  publiftied  at  Jena; 
44  Sketches  of  natural  Hiftory,  by 
Blaf.  Merrem,  in  two  Parts,”  pub- 
liftied  at  Duilburg  and  Lemgo ; 
44  Effay  on  the  Animalcules  of  in- 
fufions,  and  different  Kinds  of  frefli 
Water,  with  Doubts  on  the  Irrita¬ 
bility 
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bility  of  Vegetables,  by  Noel.  Jof. 
De  Necker,”  publifhed  at  Man- 
heim  ;  “  Specimen  of  the  compa- 
rative  Phyfiology  of  Viviparous  and 
Oviparous  warm-blooded  Animals, 
by  J.  F.  Blumenbach,”  publifhed  at 
'  Gottingen  ;  “  on  the  Origin  of  ve¬ 
getable  and  animal  Fibre,  by  M.  j. 
Hedwig,”  publifhed  at  Leipfic; 
“  An  Abridgment  of  the  natural 
Hiftory  of  viviparous  Quadrupeds, 
and  of  Birds,  by  M.  Hollandre, 
M.  D.  in  four  Vols.”  publiflied  at 
Deux  Ponts  ;  “  Tables  afcertaining 
the  Proportion  and  Quantity  of  the 
component  Parts  contained  in  an 
hundred  Grains  of  thofe  Stones  and 
Earths  that  have  been  accurately 
examined  of  late  Yea  rs,  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  Naturalifts,  Mineralo* 
gifts,  &c”,  and  “Tables,  as  before,  in 
an  hundred  Pounds  of  Ores  and 
combuftible  Materials,  &c  by  J.  C. 
W.  Remler,”  publifhed  at  Erfort ; 
u  a  full  and  fyftematic  Catalogue  of 
the  Collection  of  Minerals  of  M. 
C.  Eugene  Pabft  Von  Ohain,  late 
Captain  of  the  Mines  to  the  Elector 
of  Saxony,  by  A.  G.  Werner, 
Vol.  I,”  publiflied  at  Freyberg  and 
Annaberg  ;  “  the  Elements  of  Me¬ 
tallurgy,  in  which  are  difplayed  the 
chief  Operations  in  fmelting  Works, 
either  in  the  fmall  way  or  in  the 
large,  according  to  found  chemi¬ 
cal  Principles,  with  Delineations  of 
fome  of  the  moft  eminent  fmelting 
Works,  by  J.  Ant.  Scopoli,5,pubii fil¬ 
ed  at  Manheim  ;  “  a  miiieralogi- 
cal  Defcription  of  the  Territory  of 
Orange-Naftau,  with  a  Hiftory  of 
the  fmelting  Works  and  Forges  at 
Siegen,  by  J.  Ph.  Becher,”  publifh¬ 
ed  at  Marburg  ;  “  the  Art  of  Mi¬ 
ning,  Vol.  II.”  publifhed  at  Leip¬ 
fic  ;  “  the  Geography  of  the  North- 
weft  middle  Mountain  in  Bohemia, 
a  Fragment  in  Anfwer  to  the  Quef- 
tiqn,  Is  Bafaltes  a  volcaniv  Produce 
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tions  or  not  ?  determined  in  the 
negative,  by  Fr.  Amb.  Reufs,  M. 
and  Phil.  D.”  publiflied  at  Dref- 
den  ;  “  a  tabulary  View  of  Fofd 
Bodies,  &c.  by  D.  L.  G.  JCarften,” 
publiflied  at  Berlin  •  «  a  Differta- 
tion  on  Plants  in  cultivated  Pruffia, 
by  ProfefTor  C.  D.  Hagen, ”  publifli- 
ed  at  Koningfoerg  ;  and  “  a  porta* 
ble  Herbal  of  Plants  found  in  the 
Environs  of  Liege,  with  their  Def¬ 
cription  and  Ciamfication,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Syflpm  of  Linne,  10 
which  is  prefixed  a  Difcpurfe  on 
Botany,  by  A.  Ro^in  M.  Dd’  pub- 
liftied  at  Liege. 

Among  the  Hiftorical  and  Biogra* 
phical  productions  of  Germany,  the 
firft  which  we  have  to  announce  i$ 
a  general  Collection  of  hiftorical 
Memoirs,  from  the  twelfth  Century 
to  the  prefent  Day,  tranflated  by  fe_ 
veral  Hands ;  publiflied  by  Fred, 
Schiller,  in  3  vols,”  at  Jena.  This 
work  is  an  extenfive  and  valuable 
one  ;  and  is  intended  to.  include  the 
moft  important  hiftorical  pieces  re-: 
fating  not  vneerly  to  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe,  but  to  others  in  different 
quarters  of  the  globe,  in  vchofe  po¬ 
litical  tranfadlions  they  have  been 
inrerefted.  The  memoirs  that  com-, 
pofe  the  prefent  volume  are,  the 
Pi  fticels  Anna  Comnena’s  Alexias  j 
Otto  bifliop  of  Freifingen*s  memoirs, 
pf  the  emperor  Frederic  J. ;  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  fame  by  Radewich  ; 
and  Bohadin’s  life  of  Sal.adin.  Pre¬ 
fixed  to  the  work  is  a  fhort  fketch  of 
the  origip  of  the  Cru facies,  and  the 
ftate  of  Europe  at  that  time*  with 
remarks  on  the  different  kinds  of 
property  in  land,  and  the  gradual 
rife  of  the  feudal  fyffem.-s-At  Ham¬ 
burg,  hath  appeared  “  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Reign  of  Charlemagne,  by 
D.  H.  Hegewich”*  The  principal 
defign  of  this  work  is  to  give  a  true 
idea,  and  faithful  reprefentation  of; 
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the  ftate  and  character  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  nations  who  were  fubjecft  to  the 
dominion  of  Charlemagne,  toinvef- 
tigate  the  leading  principles  of  their 
civil  conftitutions,  and  to  dcvelope 
the  plan  and  method  of  that  mo¬ 
narch's  government.  It  is  a  pro¬ 
duction  which  has' employed  much  of 
the  author’s  time  and  affiduity,  in 
collecting  and  arranging  materials ; 
and  among  fome  opinions  which 
may  appear  to  us  to  be  novel  and 
indefensible,  it  contains  a  variety  of 
critical  remarks  on  other  hiftorians, 
and  fenfible  difcuffions,  which  do 
honour  to  the  author’s  knowledge 
and  judgm  nt. — At  Leipfic  hath 
been  pubifhed  a  “  Hiftory  of  the 
IJkrain  and  Saporogue  Coftacks,  by 
C.  Hammerdorfer,”  which  contains 
much  correct  information  concern 
ing  that  people. — At  Berlin,  M.  de 
Verdy  du  Vernois,  Chamberlain  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  has  publifhed 
r‘  a  genealogical  and  chronological 
Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  Heffe  Hom- 
bourg,  by  way  of  Appendix  to  M. 
Mallet’s  Hiftory  of  Heffe,  drawn 
up  from  the  Title-Deeds  and  Manu¬ 
scripts  in  the  Archives  of  that 
Houfe.”  Whatever  is  of  import¬ 
ance  relative  to  the  landgravate  of 
Heffe  Hombourg,  and  its  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  other  Bates  of  Ger¬ 
many,  from  the  death  of  George 
the  Pious,  in  the  year  1596,  has  been 
collected  with  great  care  and  induf- 
tryby  our  author,  who  is  fpoken  of 
as  pofTeffing  the  requires  of  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  interefting  hiftorian. — At 
Koningfberg  hath  been  publifhed, 
Dr.  G.  Chrift  Pifanki’s  “  Sketch  of 
the  literary  Hiftory  of  Pruffia  ;  with 
a  Preface  on  the  Life,  Character,  and 
literary  Merit  of  the  Author,  by  L. 
Erneft  Borowfky  which  contains 
an  ample  view  of  the  origin  and 
progrefs  of  learning  in  Pruffia  ;  its 
.  hindrances  and  advantages,  its  in* 
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fluence  on  the  nation,  religion, 
manners,  tafte,  &c.—~ At  Breflavv 
have  been  publifhed  “  political  and 
military  Confeffions  of  an  Auftrian 
Veteran,  fefpe&ing  the  Conduft:  of 
Auftria  and4  Pruffia  towards  each 
other,  during  the  Reign  of  Frederic 
II.  in  3  vois.”  This  work  is  the 
onlv  one  of  any  value  that  has  ap¬ 
peared  frorft  an  Auftrian  pen,  re- 
fpecfting  the  wars  between  Frederic 
and  Maria  Therefa  ;  and  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  by  a  perfon  who  pofTeffed  pecu¬ 
liar  advantages  for  information,  abi¬ 
lities  for  forming  a  right  judgment, 
and  an  uncommon  qualification  for 
an  aftor  in  the  fcenes  which  he  de¬ 
scribes,  that  of  writing  with  impar¬ 
tiality. — At  Berlin,  F.  W.  C.  Count 
Schmettau  has  publifhed  “  Memoirs 
of  the  Campaign  of  the  Prtiffian 
Army  in  Bohemia,  in  'h  under 
the  corhfnand  of  his  majefty,  with 
remarks  on  feveral*  Subjects  relative 
to  the1  Art  of  War,”  which  are  fakf 
to  be  the  moft  judicious,  accurate, 
and  faithful,  yet  publifhed,  not  ex¬ 
cepting  thofe  of  the  king  himfelf. 
At  Liege  hath  appeared  “  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Pvevoiution  at‘  Liege  in 
1789,  and  of  the  Condiicft  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia  in  that  Bufmefs,  by 
M.  de  Dohm,  privy  Councellor  to 
his  Majefty,  &c.  tranftated  from  the 
German  into  French,  by  M.  R.ey- 
nier,  Citizen  of  Liege,  &c.  ;”  which 
is  an  interefting  and  important 
work;  and  details  an  account  of 
tranfadlions  and  negociations  that 
refleft  great  honour  on  the  king  of 
Prufiia  and'  his  minifter.  - — The 
“  Sketch  of  a  Hiftory  of  the  State 
Inquifttion  at  Venice,  by  J.  Ph. 
Siebenkees,”  publifhed  at  Nurem¬ 
berg,  contains  a  particular  and  ac¬ 
curate  account  of  the  famous  Vene¬ 
tian  tribunal,  drawn  up  by  a  perfon 
of  known  and  refpeftable  abilities, 
who  refided  for  a  conftderable  time 
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at  Venice,  and  who  has  confulted 

the  moft  valuable  and  inconteftible 

authorities. — At  Gottingen,  Dr.  G. 

j.  Planck,  profeflor  of  theology, 

has  publiflied  “  a  Plan  of  the  Hif- 

toiw  of  the  Conftitution  of  the 
* 

Church,  Church  Government,  and 
Canon  Law,  particularly  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  German  Church,  as  a 
Text-Book  of  Leftures,  particularly 
for  Students  of  Law,”  in  which  a 
\raft  quantity  of  valuable  and  impor¬ 
tant  matter,  judicioufly  digefted  and 
arranged,  is  com  prefled  into  the 
compafs  of  a  fmall  volume. — At 
Deflau,  an  anonymous  author  has 
publiflied  a  work  entitled  “  Modern 
Hiftory  of  the  reformed  Church  in 
the  lower  Palatinate,  from  authen-’ 
tic  Sources,”  which  contains  an  in¬ 
terefting  account  of  the  oppreflion 
which  the  reformed  church  has  fuf- 
fered,  fince  the  year  i6S\,  drawn 
up  with  great  temper  and  liberality, 
and  fupported  by  unqueftionable  do¬ 
cuments,  added  by  the  author  to  the 
body  of  the  work. — At  A1  ten bu'rg, 
M.  Herchenhahn  has  publlhed  “the 
Hiftory  of  Albert  de  Walleftein,  in 
2  vols.”  The  hero  of  this  work 
was  the  noted  opponent  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus :  and  his  hiftory  is  marked 
by  a  great  variety  of  ftriking  inci¬ 
dents,  and  changes  of  fortune,  that 
render  it  interefting  and  entertain¬ 
ing. — At  Magdeburg, an  anonymous 
author  has  publiflied  “  Biographical 
Anecdotes  of  John  Beruh.  Rafe- 
dow,  taken  from  his  own  Works, 
and  from  other  authentic  Sources.  ’ 
M.  Bafedow  was  a  perfon  poflefled 
of  eminent  and  very  diftinguifhed  ta¬ 
lents,  and  an  unconquerable  ardour 
in  the  profecution  of  truth,  and 
fchemes  of  utility.  To  him  Ger¬ 
many  is  indebted  for  the  rnoft  im¬ 
portant  changes  that  have  of  late 
years  been  made  in  the  feminaries 
of  education,  and  for  that Tpirit  of 
free  enquiry  that  is  pervading  the 
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Lutheran  church.  Like  all  reform¬ 
ers,  however,  he  met  with  the 
moff  violent  oppofition  from  the 
ignorant,  the  prejudiced,  and  the 
interdleJ.  The  hiftory  of  fuch 
a  celebrated  character,  if  tolerably- 
written,  cannot  fail  of  being  highly 
interefting.  It  is  but  juftice  to  fay, 
that  the  anecdotes  before  us  are 
drawn  up  in  a  pleating  manner,  and 
by  a  perfon  who  appears  to  have  had 
accefs  to  fources  of  accurate  and  par¬ 
ticular  information. — At  Leipftc, 
M.  J.  Feed.  Roth  has  publilhed 
“  the  Life  of  Albert  Durer,  the 
Father  of  German  Artifts,  with  an 
Alphabetical  Catalogue  of  Places  in 
which  his  Performances  are  preferr¬ 
ed  from  which  the  author  can 
claim  the  merit  of  having  dif- 
played  more  indtiftry  in  cofle&ing 
and  examining  his  materials,  than 
any  of  his  predecdTors  who  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  write  the  life  of  Durer. 
—  At  Gotha,  M.  Schlichtegroll 
has  publiflied  “  a  Necrology  for  the 
Year  179c,  containing  Accounts  of 
the -Lives  of  the  Memorable  Perfon  s' 
who  died  that  Year;”  which  are 
more  or  lefs  full,  ,  as  the  author  was 
able  to  procure  materials.  Among 
other  fuhje&s  of  this  biographical 
work  are,  Dr.  Franklin,  Jofeph  II. 
Lewis  of  Hefle  Darmftadr,  and  our 
countryman  Mr.  Howard.  -  After 
having  fwelled  this  article  beyond 
the  limits  which  we  ufuallv  aUow 
ourfelves,  in  giving  our  account, 
of  anv  branch  of  foreign  literature, 
we  muft  content  ourfelves  with  only 
inferring  the  names  of  the  following 
works:  “  the  Hiftory  and  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Imperial  County  of  Lim¬ 
burg,  in  the  Circle  of  Franconia, 
vol.  II. ;  containing  its  Topography 
& c.”  publifhed  at  Stutgard  ;  **  the 
Architectural  Hiftory  of  Potfdam, 
particularly  during  the  Reign  of 
Fred.  II.  by  H  L.  Manger,  vol.  1.” 
publiflied  at  Berlin  and  Stettin  ;  “  a 
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Brief  Chronicle  of  thelmperialTown 
of  Nuremberg,”  publiflied  at  Alt- 
dorf ;  44  a  Commentary  on  Edrifl’s 
African  Geography,  which  obtained 
the  Prize  from  the  Royal  Academy 
at  Gottingen,  June  4.  1 7 q  1 ,  byj. 
M.  Hartmann,”  publifhed  at  Got¬ 
tingen;  44  J.  R.  Von  Patkyl’s  Dif- 
patches  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  Tzar 
at  Mofcow,  during  his  Emhaffy  to 
Auguftus  II.  king  of  Poland,  with 
Explanations  of  the  Letters  written  in 
Cypher,  explanatory  Remarks, an  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  Life,  &c.”  publifhed  at 
Berlin  ;  44  the  Hiftorv  of  the  Coin¬ 
age,  Money,  and  Mines  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  Empire,  from  1700  to  1789; 
chiefly  taken  from  original  Docu¬ 
ments,”  publifhed  at  Gottingen  : 

the  Cabinet  of  Lubec  Coins,  and 
Medals,  collected  by  Lew.  H.MulIa, 
with  explanatory  Remarks,  and  a 
Hiflory  of  Coins,  by  J.  Herm. 
$chnobel,”  publiflied  at  Lubec ; 
«4  Letters  on  Switzerland,  by  C. 
Meiners,  Councellor  to  his  Britannic 
Majefly,  and  ProfeiTor  of  Philofp- 
phy  at  Gottingen,  vols.  III.  IV.” 
publiflied  at  Berlin ;  44  Sketch  of 
Part  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  and 
Prance,  taken  during  a  Tour  in  the 
Year  1790,  by  H.  A.  Von  Ilalem, 
in  2  vols.”  publiflied  at  Hamburg  ; 
*4  on  Paris  and  the  Parifians,  bv  M. 
Schultz,”  publifhed  at  Berlin ;  44  a 
Voyage  on  the  Rhine,  in  2  vols,” 
publiflied  at  Coblentz ;  44  M.  Wafili 
Szujew’s  Defcription  of  his  Journey 
from  St.  Peterfburg  to  Cherfon,  in 
the  Years  1781-2,701.  I.”  publiflied 
at  Drefdcn  and  Leipflc;  44  the  An¬ 
cient  Hiflory  of  Printing  at  Mentz, 
from  the  Invention  of  the  Art,  to  the 
year  1499?  ^7  G.  W.  Zapf,”pub- 
i  if  lied  at  Ulm  ;  44  the  Laft'Days  of 
Abbe  Jerufalem,  by  J.  E.  F.  Em- 
perius,”  publifhed  at  Leipflc;  44  the 
Hiflory  and  Journal  of  my  Impri- 
fonment,  with  private  Documents 
ind  lllufirations  of  the  german 
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Union,  by  Dr.  C.  F  Bahrdt,”  pub- 
li died  at  Frankfort;  44  Sketches  of 
the  Lives  of  Ladies  of  Gallantry, 
being  an  Introduction  to  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Character,  Manners, 
Devices,  and  Addrefs  of  Females  of 
former  Ages,”  publifhed  at  Ratifbon; 
44  the  Hiflory  of  the  Life  and  Tra¬ 
vels  of  J.  J.  Lerche,  Councellor  of 
the  Imperial  Ruffian  College,  &c. 
written  by  Himfelf ;  with  Remarks 
and  Additions  by  Dr.  Ant.  Fred. 
Bufching,”  publiflied  at  Halle ;  and 
44  the  Life  of  Frederica  Baldinger, 
written  by  herfelf ;  publiflied,  with 
a  Preface  by  the  widow  Sophia  Von 
la  Roche,”  at  Offenbach. 

We  fhall  now  conclude  our  hif- 
tory  of  German  Literature,  by  in¬ 
fer  ting  a  catalogue  of  fuch  publica¬ 
tions  as  are  to  be  referred  to  the 
heads  of  ciaffical,  critical,  polite, 
or  mifcellaneous  learning.  At  Mar- 
purg,  Profeffor  Q.  W.  Lorfbach  has 
begun  the  publication  of  a  new 
periodical  work  under  the  title  of 
44  a  Repofitory  for  Oriental  Litera¬ 
ture.”  This  work,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  prefent  fpecimen, 
promifes  to  be  a  valuable' and  im¬ 
portant  one  to  thofe  who  wifh  to 
be  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Oriental  languages.  The  volume 
before  us  contains  a  new  and  excel¬ 
lent  tranflation  of  the  fragment 
from  Ebn.  Chalecan’s  lives  of  cele- 
,  brated  men,  which  include  fhe  hif- 
torv  of  Hakem,  the  founder  of  the 
religion  of  the  Drufes,  together 
with  hiflorical,  geographical,  and 
critical  remarks  :  and  remarks  04 
Bar  Hebraeus,  under  the  form  of 
reviews  of  Bar  Hebra&i  Chronicon 
Syriacum,  Ed.  Brunfu  and  Kirfchii ; 
Kirfchii  Chreflomathia  Syriaca  j 
and  the  Appendix  ad  Chronicon 
Georgiy  Abujfaragii,  five  Bar.  He b* 
Ed.  P.  J.  Bruns. — At  Jena,  Pro¬ 
feffor  Paulus  has  begun  a  new  pe¬ 
riodical  work  entitled  44  Memorabi- 
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lia:  a  philofophico-theological  Ma¬ 
gazine,  dedicated  to  the  Hiftorvand 
philofophy  of  Religion,  Biblical 
Learning,  and  Oriental  Literature,” 
of  which  the  abilities  of  the  author 
lead  us  to  form  confiderable  expec¬ 
tations.— At  Brunfwick,  a  work 
hath  been  publifhed  entitled  “  En- 
cyclopedia  of  the  Latin  dallies  ;  di- 
vifion  the  firft;  the  Roman  poets. 
Vol.  I.SeleCt  Comedies  from  Plautus 
3nd  Seneca,  by  J.  H.  A.  Schulze, 
with  expianatoryRemarks  bySchulze 
and  Heufmger  Vol.<  II.  Seleft  Co¬ 
medies  from  Terence,  with  expla¬ 
natory  Remarks  by  Schulze.”  This 
work,  from  the  refpe&able  names 
of  the  perfons  who  are  engaged  in 
Superintending  it,  bids  fair  to  con¬ 
tain  fuch  feleCtions  as  are  beft  ealeu  * 
lated  to  form  the  tafte  and  minds  of 
young  perfons,  while  every  thing  is 
omitted  that  might  tend  to  produce 
an  unfavourable  influence  upon  their 
morals. — At  Leipfic,  a  work  hath 
appeared  entitled  44  Bragur,  a  Ma¬ 
gazine  of  ancient  German  and  Nor¬ 
thern  Literature,  by  Bockh  and 
Orater,  vol.  I.;”  which  conflfls  of 
eflays  on  the  fubjeCt  of  northern  li¬ 
terature,  remarks  on  books  written 
on  it,  occaflqnal  extracts  from  them, 
and  tranflations  of  ancient  works  ; 
and  is  intended  to  be  continued. — 
At  Ratilbon,  M.  Theod.  Gemeiner, 
librarian,  has  publifhed  44  a  Brief 
Defcription  of  the  Manufcripts  in 
the  Public  Library  of  the  Free  Im¬ 
perial  City  of  Ratifhon,  vol.  I.” — • 
At  Ulm,  M.  Jof.  Maria  Helmfchrott, 
librarian,  has  publifhed  44  a  Cata¬ 
logue  of  old  Specimens  of  Printing, 
in  the  ancient  Benedictine  Convent 
pf  St.  Mang,  at  Fueflen,  with  lite¬ 
rary  Remarks,”  which  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  ancient  bibliography. — 
At  Lemgo,  M.  J.  G.  Meufelhas 
publifhed  44  a  Lexicon  of  German 
Artifts  now  living,  alfo  of  Libraries, 
and  Collections  of  Works  of  Art, 
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Coins,  and  Natural  Hiflory,  worth 
feei  ng  in  Germany  and  Switzerland, 
vol.  II.”  which  will  be  ufeful  to 
thofe  who  make  the  tour  of  thofe 
countries. — To  the  articles  already 
mentioned,  we  add  the  titles  of  the 
following  works :  44  the  Correfpon- 
dence  of  Frederick  II,  King  of  Pruf> 
fia,  before  and  after  his  Acceflion  to 
the  Throne,  with  M.  Duhan  de  Jan- 
dun,”  publi filed  at  Berlin;  “  Ob¬ 
servations  taKen  from  Experience, 
in  3  vols.  by  J.  G.  Bufch,  Profeflbr 
at  Hamburg,”  printed  at  that  place; 
u  the  Pofthumous  Writings  of  the 
late  Profeflbr  Mufceus,  publifhed  by 
his  Pupil  A.  Von  Kotzebue,”  at 
Leipfic ;  44  J.  A  Elbert’s  Epiftles  and 
Mifcellaneous  Poems,”  publifhed  at 
Hamburg  ;  Klopftock’s  44  Death  of 
Hermann,  a  Bard’s  Song  for  the 
Theatre,”  publifhed  at  the  fame 
place ;  44  Bliomberis,  an  heroic 
Poem,  in  twelve  books,  by  Axlinger,” 
published  at  Leipfic  ;  44  Anne  Bui-  - 
len,  queen  of  England,  a  Trajedy, 
by  Julius  Count  Soden,”  pubiifliedL 
at  Nuremberg;  and  “  Leopoldine,  a 
Romance,  by  M.  Schultz,  in  z  vojs.” 
published  at  Leipfic. 

In  turning  our  view  to  the  litera¬ 
ture  of  Switzerland,  the  firft  article 
which  we  meet  with  is  a  volume  of 
44  Nuptial  Difcourfes,  &c.  with  two 
miscellaneous  Sermons,”  by  M. 
Greg.  Grob,  publifhed  at  St.  Gall. 
Thefe  difcourfes  are  plain,  ufeful, 
and  imprefiive ;  and  have  defervedly 
met  with  a  favourable  reception 
from  the  public.  The  fubjeCrs  of 
them  are,  the  great  value  of  a  good 
understanding  with  refpeCI  to  con¬ 
jugal  happinefs ;  means  of  promot¬ 
ing  a  good  undemanding  among 
married  people ;  conjugal  happinefs; 
the  happinefs  of  devout  perfons ; 
the  great  influence  of  trufl  in  God’s 
providence  on  our  happinefs;  the 
feflival  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  the 
chearful  enjoyment  of  the  good  we 

find 
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End  in  our  fituations.— -  At  Laufanne 
M.  Bonfils,  of  Gene 
Jilhed  a  work  entitled 
Zen’s  Morals,  in  2  vols.”  This  is 
an  interefting  and  ufeful  work. 
After  eirabii filing,  as  fundamental 
principles,  that  to  be  virtuous  it  is 
riccefTary  to  be  informed  and  enlight¬ 
ened,  that  they  who  want  know¬ 
ledge  are  liable  to  commit  the  mod: 
reprehenfible  ariions,  without  being 
jn  reality  vicious,  and  that  therefore 
it  is  of  the  higheft  importance  to 
cultivate  the  intellectual  faculties; 
the  author  proceeds  to  offer  confider- 
ations  on  the  people  of  the  lower 
claiTes,  with  the  means  of  inftruct- 
jng  them  and.  eradicating  their  pre¬ 
judices.  The  various  topics  fug- 
gefted  bv  thefe  confiderations,  oc- 
enpy  the  firft  volume  '  Tne  fe- 
cond  relates  to  marriage,  friendfhip, 
and  beneficence  ;  and  cone  lud.es  with 
a  fhort  trad,  entitled  the  fick  man’s 
morals. — At  Geneva,  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  and  .fenfible  publication  hath 
appeared,  entitled  44  Moral  Mecha¬ 
nics,  or  an  Eflay  on  the  Art  of  im¬ 
proving,  and  employing  our  natu¬ 
ral,  acquired,  and  fubjected  Organs, 
by  Ant.  de  la  Sale,  in  z  vols.”  This 
work  contains  many  ideas  that  are 
truly  original.  According  to  the 
author,  the  art  of  life  is  as  much 
mechanical,  as  any  of  thofe  com¬ 
monly  called  fo  ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that  in  the  latter  the  power 
and  the  inftrument  are  external  to 
each  other,  in  the  former  they  are 
intimately  united.  — At  Zurich  hath 
been  pub! i died  44  a  Sketch  of  the 
Origin,  Conftitution,  and  Labours  of 
the  Afcetic  Society  in  Zurich,” 
which  gives  an  account  of  the  fuc- 
refs  attending  the  well  meant  and 
jealous  efforts  of  a  fociety  of  worthy 
clergymen,  to  render  themfelves 
mod  ufeful  in  enforcing  religious  in- 
ftruction,  and  bringing  about  a  re¬ 
formation  of  manners  among  the 


lefwer  clafles  of  the  community. 
This  fociety  was  founded  in  1768, 
by  the  late  Ja.  Breitinger  and  Jac. 
Simler,  and  the  prefent  A.  Ulrich, 
and  jac.  Iieffe.—  At  Bern,  H.  Struve 
M.  D.  extraordinary  profeffor  of 
chemiffry,  has  publfhed  44  a  Sketch 
of  a  new  Theory  of  Brine  Springs 
and  foffile  Salt,  in  which  the  Salt- 
Works  at  Bern,  are  chiefly  had  in 
view.”  According  to  our  author, 
foffile  fait  is  found  only  in  ftratiform 
mountains.  Its  bed  is  a  fchiftous 
argillaceous  ftone,  fltuated  below  a 
thick  ffratum  of  lime  ftone,  gene¬ 
rally  accompanied  with  gypfum. 
The  fame  bed  is  found  to  accom¬ 
pany  brine  fprings.  If  the  above 
mentioned  fchift  be  bored  through, 
a  fait  fpring  will  burft  forth.  The 
fchift  .  is  a  general  demolition  of  the 
fea.  Hence,  whenever  a  brine 
fpring  is  found,  more  may  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  penetrating  the  ftratum  of 
fchift.  ”  If,  on  digging,  _  we  find 
foffile  fait,  the  fchift,  which  at  its 
formation  was  filled  with  it,  has  rer 
mained  untouched  by  water  ;  if  we 
find  brine  fprings,  the  original  fof¬ 
file  fait  has  been  diffolved  in  water 
that  has  found  its  way  to  the  fchift* ; 
and  if  we  find  argillaceous  ftone 
only,  the  fait  has  been  completely 
waffled  out,  and  carried  away  .—At 
Winterthur,  Dr.  Johan.  Jac.  Roe- 
mer  has  publifhed  44  Genera  In  fee- 
tor  um  Linnaei  and  Fabrieii,  Iconi- 
bus  illuftrata.”  The  plan  purfued 
in  this  work  is  to  give,  in  thirty-fe- 
ven  plates,  figures  of  all  the  genera, 
with  their  feveral  orders,  contained 
in  the  Linnaean  and  Fabrician  wri¬ 
tings.  The  plates  are  accompanied 
with  eighty-fix  pages  of  letter  prefs, 
explanatory  of  both  fyftems,  and 
mentioning  the  feveral  fpecies 
figured  in  the  illuftration  of  the 
work.  Every  entomologift,  whether 
he  belong  to  the  Linnaean  or  Fa¬ 
brician  fchoof,  will  find  himfelf 
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much  indebted  to  Dr.  Roemer, 

for  the  neatnefs  and  accuracy  with 

/ 

which  this  work  is  executed. —At 
Zurich  have  appeared  “  Sketches  of 
the  Natural- and  (Economical  State 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  bv  Charles  Ulvf- 
fes  de  Sails,  in  2  Vols.”  This  work 
is  drawn  np  in  the  foi*m  of  letters, 
by  aperfon  who  had  every  favourable 
opportunity  of  informing  himfelf 
of  the  Rate  of  the  country  through 
which  he  travelled.  And,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  the  ground  which  he 
has  taken,  has  been  pre-occupied  by 
intelligent  and  well  informed  hifto- 
fians,  we  have  found  him  in- 
firudtive  and  entertaining,  abound¬ 
ing  in  interefting  fodfs,  and  fenfible 
liberal  obfervations.  The  firfl  vo¬ 
lume  is  divided  into  four  parts. 
The  firfl:  part  contains  what  may  be 
properly  called  the  author’s  journey 
to  Sicilv.  The  fecond  is  a  tranf- 
lation  of  Dolomieu's  Difiertation  on 
an  extiiVT  Volcano,  in  the  Val  di 
Noto.  The  third  is  atranfiation  of 
the  chevalier  Jofeph  Giveni’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  eruption  of  mount 
JEtna,  in  July  1787.  The  fourth 
part  confifis  of  extracts  from  various 
letters,  on  different  fiibjedls,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Sicily.  The  fecond  volume 
contains  a  minute  defeription  of  the 
terrible  earthquake  which  happened 
in  Calabria,  in  the  year  1783,  to¬ 
gether  with  much  mifceUaneous 
matter ;  and  concludes  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Ifiand  of  Ponza,  drawn 
up  from  the  communications  of  the 
abbate  Fortis,  fir  William  Hamil¬ 
ton,  and  M.  Dolomieu.  -  At  Ge¬ 
neva,  M.  Bourrit  has  publifhed  “  a 
Tour  of  Geneva,  Laufanne,  and 
Chamouni,”  which,  although  a 
fmall  work,  contains  much  infor¬ 
mation  ;  and  is  the  fulieft  and  com- 
pleteft  Vade  Mecum  which  we  have 
heard  of,  for  thofewho  intend  vifit- 
ing  the  places  deferioed  by  the  au¬ 
thor. — At  Zurich,  Dr.  S.  Hefs  has 
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publifhed  “  an  Account  of  the  Life, 
of  Erafmusof  Rotterdam,  in  2  Vols, 
with  a  good  Head  of  Erafmus,  by 
Schellenberg  ”  This  work  is  little 
more  than  an  uniform  and  improv¬ 
ed  edition  of  Reich’s  Tranfiation  of 
Burigny’s  Life  of  Erafmus,  with 
notes  by  Henke.  In  addition  to  a 
better  form  and  arrangement,  it 
contains  felecft  fragments  from  the 
writings  of  Erafmus,  which  are  ju- 
diciouflv  introduced  into  the  narra- 
tive,  and  feme-original  letters. 

In  the  impelled!  account  which 
we  have  received  of  the  productions 
in  Italian  literature,  for  the  year 
1791,  we  have  met  with  no  works 
of  a  theological  nature,  if  we  except 
*4  Fragmentum  Evangelii  S.Johannis, 
Grmco  -  Copto  -  Thtbaicum,  Sae- 
culi  IV.  &c .”  publiflied  at  Rome, 
by  father  Georgi,  an  Auguftine 
monk.  This  work  contains  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  St.  John’s  gofpel,  from  chap, 
vi.  verfe  28,  to  chap.  viii.  verfe 
3  1  ;  fome  liturgical  pieces  of  little 
or  no  importance ;  and  a  fragment 
of  the  eighteenth  homily  of  Chry- 
foftom  upon  the  epifile  of  St.  Paul 
to  the  Hebrews ;  the  principal  va¬ 
lue  of  which  confifis  in  their  being 
all  written  in  the  Thebaic  dialed!, 
which  may  interefi  the  attention  and 
curiofitv  of  thofe  who  are  verfed  in 
the  Coptic  language.  The  long  and 
laborious  preface  of  father  Georgi, 
and  his  numerous  explanatoiy  notes, 
give  fufiicient  evidence  of  his  in- 
dufiry  and  learning,  while  the 
proofs  which  they  afford  of  his  judg  ■ 
ment  and  tafte,  are  very  equivocal. 
— At  Florence,  a  work  in  juris¬ 
prudence  hath  begun  to  make  its 
appearance,  entitled  “  Seledl  Deci- 
fibns  of  the  Rota  of  Florence,”  con¬ 
taining  reports  of  the  moft  impor¬ 
tant  cafes  which  have  been  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  Rota,  commencing 
with  the  beginning  of  the  year  1785, 
at  which  time,  the  colledtion  entitled 
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*i  Teforo  Ombrofiano,”  finifhes.  Arduin,  ab.  Jofeph  Toaldo,  ab„ 

A  volume  of  this  work  is  intended  Albert  Fortis,  the  marquis  Ant. 
to  be  ptiblifhed  every  year,  and  to  C.  Dondi  Orologio,  and  M.  Vine, 
report,  in  addition  to  the  decifion  of  Chiminello.  —  At  Palermo  (for  we 
the  capita],  thofe  of  the  moft  im-  unite  Sicily  with  Italy  in  our  view 
portant  of  the  other  Tufcan  tribu-  of  foreign  literature),  profeffor  D. 
nals.  Jof.  Piazzi  has  publifhed  u  a  Dif- 

In  Mathematics  and  Philofophy,  courfe  on  Aftronomy,”  which  was 
the  firft  publications  which  call  for  delivered  at  his  opening  the  chair  of 
our  attention,  are  thofe  which  con-  aftronomy,  in  the  academy  of  that 
tain  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  royal,  city.  In  this  difeourfe,  the  profefior, 
and  other  public  inftitutions.  Of  after  reciting  in  a  mafterly  manner 
this  description,  are  the  “  Memoirs  the  hiftory  of  the  origin  and  progrefs 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  of  aftronomy,  proceeds  to  pals  an 
Turin,  for  the  Years  1788  and  eloquent  eulogium  on  the  fcience  ; 
1789.”  Prefixed  to  this  work  is  a  to  point  out  the  great  advantages  to 
hiftory  of  the  academy,  which  in-  be  derived  from  the  cultivation  of 
eludes  fome  tables  of  valuable  lives,  it ;  and  to  offer  fome  directions  with 
and  a  new  method  of  projecting  refpeCt  to  the  proper  mode  of  ftudy- 
nriaps,  by  the  chevalier  Lorgna.  ing  it.  Our  author  is  well  known  to 
Among  the  memoirs,  there  are  fe-  poffefs  eminent  abilities  for  the  fttu- 
veral  curious  and  interefting  ones,  ation  in  which  he  has  been  placed 
on  fubjeCts  in  chemiftry,  natural  by  his  Sicilian  majefty ;  through 
hiftory,  natural  philofophy,  phyfi-  whole  munificence  the  obfervatory  at 
ology,  political  ceconomy,  and  ma-  Palermo  is  laid  to  be  one  of  the  belt 
thematics.  The  principal  members  provided  in  Europe.  —  At  Turin, 
who  have  contributed  to  them  are,  the  ab.  Ant.  Mar.  Vafialli,  has 
count  Morozzo,  M.  de  Morveau,  published  a  volume  of  u  Phyfical 
M.  Giobert,  count  de  Saluces,  Effays,”  on  the  following  fubjeCts :  a 
ab.  Valeo,  the  marquis  of  Breze,  fpecies  of  cerambix;  different  au- 
M.  Parenotti,  the  chevalier  de  St.  roras  boreales,  obftrved  in  the  year 
Real,  ab.  de  Calufo,  Dr.  Bonvok  1787,  with  a  new  method  of  im* 
fon,  M.  Brugnoni,  and  M.  Suaf-  proving  M.  Suaffure’s  eleCtrometer; 
fure.  Befide  thefe,  the  volume  con-  effeCts  produced  by  lightning  on  the 
tains  papers  by  feveral  learned  So-  fteeple  church  of  Coire ;  the  iru 
feigners. — At  Padua  have  appeared  fiuence  of  eleCtricity  in  the  putre* 
the  “  Scientific  and  Literary  Eftays  faCtion  of  bodies ;  and  experiments 
of  the  Academy  of  Padua,  Vol.  11.”  relative  to  natural  and  internal 
This  volume  is  divided  into  two  eleCtricity  peculiar  to  different  ani- 
parts.  The  firft  part  confifts  of  mals. — At  Florence,  a  treatife  hath 
eulogies  of  de.ceafed  members,  and  been  publilhed,  by  order  of  govern** 
an  account  of  different  proceedings  ment,  “  on  Anthrax,  or  Pit-Coal, 
pf  the  academy  relative  to  various  commonly  called  foffile  Coal,”  con*, 
pbjeCts  of  political  ceconomy,  §nance,  taining  the  neceffary  information 
&C.  &C.  The  fecond  part  contains  for  the  working  of  coal-mines  j 
ffiflertations  on  fubjeCts  in  anatomy,  which  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of 
Surgery,  political  ceconomy,  litho-  Leopold  II.  to  encourage  in  his  do*? 
logy,  and  meterology,  by  M.  C.  minions. —  At  Pifa,  profeffor  G, 
Coldani,  M.  L.  Colza,  M.  C’.  Bo-  Santi  has  publilhed  “  a  Chemical 
niqni,  count  Mark  Carburi,  Analyfis  of  the  Waters  of  Pifa  an<£ 

Afciana^  / 
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Afciano,”  which  appears  to  be  more 
fcientifk  and  accurate,  than  the  re- 
fults  of  preceding  experimentalifts,- 
To  the  naturalift,  his  mineralogical 
deicription  of  the  environs  of  Pifa 
will  be  particularly  acceptable. — At 
Naples,  D.  Cyrillo  has  publifhed  his 
“  Firft  Four  Elementary  Plates  of 
Botany,  or  Delineations  of  the  Parts 
defcribed  in  his  Fundamenta  Bota- 
nica.”  Thefe  plates  are  executed 
with  great  accuracy  and  neatnefs, 
and  accompanied  with  fliort  defcrip- 
tions. 

Among  the  hiftorical  productions 
of  Italy,  We  meet  with  the  firft 
vplume  of  “  an  Univerfal  Hiftory, 
from  the  Creation  to  the  Chriftian 
JE ra,”  publifhed  at  Genoa.  This 
volume  commences  with  technical 
chronology  ;  which  is  followed  by  a 
preface  on  the  origin  and  progrefs 
of  hiftory,  on  its  different  claffes, 
on  the  writers  of  univerfal  hiftory, 
the  plan  of  the  prefent  work,  &c.  &c. 
The  hiftory  is  carried  down  to  the 
calling  of  Abraham.  —  At  Rome 
hath  appeared  ic  an  unpublilhed 
Life  of  Raphael,  of  Urbin,  with 
Notes,  by  Ange  ComoM.”  This 
-anonymous  life  of  Raphael,  pof- 
fefles  all  the  internal  marks  of  having 
been  written  by  a  contemporary  of 
that  great  painter.  The  editor,  who 
has  enriched  it  with  Tcvei^l  valuable 
notes,  confiders  it  to  be  faithful  and 
accurate.  —  At  Modena  hath  been 
publifhed  Cf  an  Account  of  ].  B. 
Graferi,  to  which  are  added  forne 
of  his  Poems,  by  C.  Vannetti.” 
This  is  a  pleafing  piece  of  biography, 
in  which  a  mafterly  delineation  of 
character,  and  linking  appofite  re* 
fleCtions  are  judicioufly  intermixed. 
_ The  “  Demonftration  of  the  Fu¬ 
tility  of  the  boafted  Titles  of  the 
Holy  See  to  Sicily,  by  ab.  Jof. 
Ceftari,  Vol.  1.”  publifhed  at  Na¬ 
ples,  is  a  work  defer ving  the  at¬ 
tention  of  thofe  who  are  ftudying 


the  hiftory  of  the  papacy,  and  of 
the  middle  ages.  The  author  has 
clearly  proved,  that  the  claims  and 
afiertions  of  the  Holy  See  are  wholly 
founded  on  forged  documents. — At 
Rome  hath  appeared  a  work  en¬ 
titled,  li  a  Deicription  of  the  Cir- 
cufes,  particularly  that  of  Cara- 
calla,  and  of  the  Games  celebrated 
in  them.”  This  is  a  pofthumous 
work  of  the  councellor  Bianconi, 
accompanied  with  a  French  verfton, 
by  the  advocate  Charles  Feaf  and 
illuflrated  with  plates  by  Uggeri,  a 
Milanefe  architect.  The  author  has 
judicioufly  adopted  and  abridged  the 
belt  remarks  and  obfervations,  in 
the  voluminous  productions  of  Pa¬ 
in  inns  and  Boulanger  on  the  fame 
fuhjeCt,  which,  bycloathing  them  in 
an  eafy  lively  ftyle,  he  has  rendered 
much  more  interefting  and  enter* 
taining  than  moft  publications  on 
fubjeCts  in  antiquities. — At  Turin, 
M.  Secondo.  Gnis.  Pittarelli  has 
publifhed  a  treatife  “  on  the  cele¬ 
brated  Alimentary  Table  of  Tra- 
jan,  difcovered  in  the  Territory  of 
Placentia,  in  the  Year  1747;  rea^ 
and  approved  by  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  which  is  a  truly  learned  an- 
tiquarian  production,  illuflrated  by 
a  variety  of  geographical  notes. 
On  this  table  are  pointed  out,  with 
great  precision,  various  lands  and 
houfes,  granted  to  certain  perfons, 
on  condition  that  they  fliould  pay 
annually  a  fum  of  money,  for  the 
fupport  of  a  fpecified  number  of 
boys  and  girls,  of  the  city  of  Vel- 
leia,-— At  Viterbo  hath  appeared  an 
anonymous  “  Critico  -  fepulchral 
Diflertation  on  a  Monument  difco¬ 
vered  at  the  Place  called,  II  Poggio 
delle  Fornaci,”  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  town,  which  the  au¬ 
thor  fuppofcs  to  be  early  Etrufcan. 
Among  other  curious  matter  in  fup¬ 
port  of  this' opinion,  we  meet  with 
•  fome  learned  difcuflions  on  the  prac¬ 
tice 
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tice  of  the  Etrurians,  of  placing 
their  fepulchres  contiguous  to  the 
high- ways,  or  in  remote  fpots  near 
ftreams,  in  which  they  were  after¬ 
wards  followed  by  the  Latins  and 
Romans. — At  Leghorn,  Ab.  Dom. 
Seftini  has  publifhed  “  an  Effay  on 
fome  Armenian  Coins  of  the  Princes 
of  the  Family  of  Ruffen,  in  the 
Ainflian  Collection.”  in  this  efTav, 
nine  coins  are  defcribed  by  the  Ab. 
of  which  he  has  given  a  plate,  and 
another  containing  the  Armenian 
alphabet.  Subjoined  are  tables  of 
the  cities  in  which  the  kings  of  the 
four  dynafties,  commencing  in  the 
year  of  the  world  32^4,  and  ending 
in  the  year  137?  of  our  sera,  re- 
iided,  and  a  chronological  one  of 
their  reigns. 

The  laft  articles  which  we  have 
to  mention  in  our  catalogue  of  the 
productions  of  Italy,  are  to  be  re¬ 
ferred,  partly  to  the  head  of  Anti¬ 
quities,  and  partly  to  that  of  Claffi- 
■cal  and  Polite  literature.  In  this 
lift  is  the  “  Collection  of  Arabic 
Works  relative  to  the  Hiftory  of  Si¬ 
cily,  by  Rofario  Gregorio,”  pub- 
liflied  at  Palermo.  This  is  pa?t  of 
a  grand  and  noble  deftgn,  under¬ 
taken  by  order  of  the  king  of  Na¬ 
ples,  which,  if  continued  with  the 
lame  induftry  and  learning  as  are 
difplayed  by  the  Ab.  Gregorio,  pro- 
mifes  to  throw  much  light  on  the 
hiftory  of  all  the  Mediterranean 
iflands  of  Spain,  and  of  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  Arabs  on  the  coafts  of 
France  and  Italy,  as  well  as  on  that 
of  Sicily.  To  this  collection  are 
added  an  explanation  of  many 
Arabic  infcriptions  found  in  Sicily, 
and  remarks  on  the  different  me¬ 
thods  of  computing  time,  employed 
by  the  Arabs.—  At  Venice,  Ab. 
Toures  has  publifhed  an  “  EfTay  on 
the  Literature  of  Numidia,”  which 
is  intended  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
pf  Ab,  Andres,  who,  in  his  Hiftory 
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of  Literature  touched  but  Very 
(lightly  on  that  of  Africa.  The  iri- 
duftrv  and  learning  difplayed  by  the 
author  of  this  effay,  entitle  hirh  to 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  praife. 
The  treatife  of  count  Francis 
Riccati,  “  on  the  ConftruCtion  of 
Theatres,  according  to  the  Italian 
Fafliion,”publifhed  at  the  fame  place, 
is  a  little  work  which  contains  much 
ufeful  information  for  thofe  who  are 
engaged  in  that  department  of  civil 
architecture. — At  Modena,  hath  ap¬ 
peared  a  treatife  “on  the  Origin 
of  Rhyme,  by  Giammaria  Barbieri, 
publifhed  for  the  firft  time,  with 
Notes,  by  Ab.  Gir.  Tirabofhi.”  Bar¬ 
bieri  was  one  of  the  moft  induftrious 
and  learned  men  in  the  fixteenth 

century,  and  the  firft  in  Italy  who 
-  *  ^ 

thought  of  writing  a  complete  and 
univerfal  hiftory  of  poetry.  The 
work  before  us,  however,  is  rather 
valuable  as  a  repofttory  of  inform¬ 
ation  with  refpeCt  to  poets,  than  as 
an  hiftorico-critical  publication.  It 
is  given  to  the  world  from  a  colla- 
Jation  of  two  manufcripts,  in  the 
hand  writing  of  the  author. — At 
Baffano,  M.  J..  Ger.  de  Rofii,  has 
publifned  the  firft  volume  of  his 
“  Comedies,”  which  have  been 
aCted  with  great  applaufe  in  the 
theatres  of  Rome.  They  are  diftin- 
guiftied  by  fimplicity  of  plot,  and 
limplicity  of  chara&er  ;  and  by  the 
uniform  endeavour  of  the  author  to 
obferve,  in  his  ftyle,  a  juft  medium 
between  the  negligence  of  fome 
writers,  and  the  affectation  of  others. 
The  comedies  in  this  volume  are, 
“the  f)ay  after  Marriage  “the 
Honeft  Courtier,  or  the  Viciftitudes 
of  a  Day  “  the  Englifh  Cobler  at 
Rome and  “  the  Family  of  the  In¬ 
dolent  Man.” 

The  productions  in  French  lite¬ 
rature,  during  the  year  1791,  of 
which  we  have  had  any  informa¬ 
tion,  have  been  neither  fo  numerous, 

nor 
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nor  fo  various,  as  during  fome  pre¬ 
ceding  years.  In  theology  and  me- 
taphyfics,  we  have  no  recollection  of 
any  publication, except  the  following : 

“  "Thoughts  on  Philofophy  and 
Faith  ;  or  the  Svftem  of  Chriflianity 
confidered,  with  refpeCt  to  its  Ana¬ 
logy  to  the  natural  Ideas  of  the  hu¬ 
man  Underftanding,  by  M.  FAbbe 
Lamourctte.”  The  good  fenfe  and 
liberality  which  this  work  difcovers, 
are  fpoken  of  in  warm  terms  by  the 
French  journal  ills.  It  is  a  production 
altogether  metaphyfical ;  and  is  in¬ 
tended  to  fliew  that  the  moftfublime 
truths  of  chriflianity  perfectly  ac- 
coid  with  thofe  of  philofophy. 

Among  the  publications  in  French 
literature  relative  to  the  fubje&s  of 
Government,  Law,  and  Political 
(Economy,  we  meet  with  44  the  Con- 
ftitutions  of  the  principal  European 
States,  and  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  byM.  dela  Croix,  Profeflor 
of  Public  Law  at  the  Lyceum,  in  3 
Vols.”  This  work  confifts  of  a  femes 
of  difcourfes,  forty  in  number,  which 
were  compofed  while  the  national 
aflembly  were  occupied  in  forming 
their  new  conditution.  The  ob- 
jeCI  of  the  author  was,  to  prefent  to 
his  legiflative  brethren  the  light 
which  hi  dory  and  experience  might 
furnifh,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
form  their  new  government  in  the 
moil  perfeCf  poffihle  manner.  His 
method  is,  to  take  fome  d  id  in  gui  fil¬ 
ed  hidorians  and  political  writers 
of  different  countries  for  his  guides  ; 
to  trace  the  circumdances  which  led 
to  the  formation  of  their  different 
conditutions ;  and  to  intermix  ob- 
fervations  favourable  to  the  litaei  ties 
of  mankind,  and  encouraging  01 
monitory  to  his  countrymen.  C  n 
the  whole,  we  think  it  a  valuable^ 
and  important  work,  abounding  in 
much  good  fenfe,  and  intereding 
obfervations.  At  the  fame  time 
>ve  think,  that  the  author  is  too  fre¬ 
quently  the  Have  of  national  pre¬ 


judice  ;  and  that  aga'nd  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  in  particular,  he  difcovers  an 
inveterate  enmity,  which  is  incon¬ 
fident  with  the  charaCler  of  a  philo- 
fophtcal  politician.  -  44  The  Library 
of  a  Politician,  or  an  Anaiyfis  of  the 
principal  Works,  Foreign  and  Domed 
tic,  on  Politics  in  general, . Legisla¬ 
tion,  Finance,  Police,  Agriculture, 
Commerce,  natural  and  public 
Law,”  is  a  large  work,  of  which 
ten  volumes  have  already  appeared, 
conducted  by  M.  de  Condorcet,  M . 
Chapellier,  and  other  eminent  men 
of  letters.  From  the  nature  of  this 
publication,  as  expreffed  in  the  title- 
page,  our  readers  will  perceive  that 
it  is  highly  important,  and  peculiarly 
feafonable.  We  have  only  to  add, 
that  it  is  executed  in  a  manner 
worthy  the  talents  of  the  refpeCtable 
characters  who  have  undertaken  it. 
—  The  defign  of  M.  le  Hoc’s  44  Me¬ 
moir  to  the  King,  upon  Minidrv  and 
Adminidration,  &c.”  is  to  point  out 
the  means  by  which  vigorous  and 
uniform  motion  and  life,  may  be  at 
once  infufed  into  all  parts  of  the 
French  dominions.  It  delivers  many 
plain  and  blunt  truths,  not  very  pa¬ 
latable  to  courtly  politicians.  The 
treatife  44  on  the  Adminidration  of 
M.  Necker,  written  by  Himfelf,” 
contains  an  extenfive  Purvey  of  his 
whole  adminidration,  during  the 
fpace  of  l’even  years,  and  of  the  im¬ 
portant  fervices  which  he  rendered 
to  France  in  particular,  and  to  fo- 
ciety  at  large  ;  and  alfo  his. opinion, 
of  fome  of  the  mod  elfcntial  parts 
of  the  new  conditution,  on  which 
he  makes  a  mod  levere  attack. 
Much  of  the  information  which  he 
conveys  is  intereffing  to  Poe  politi¬ 
cian  and  to  the  hidorian  ;  and  his 
remarks  and  advices  are  worthy  at¬ 
tention,  on  account  of  the  celebrity 
which  he  has  acquired  as  a  dated 
man,  as  a  moral  and  political  wri¬ 
ter,  and  as  a  map  of  unfuilied  inte¬ 
grity.  We  cannot,  however,'  ap¬ 
prove 
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prove  of  the  temper  and  fpirit,  under 
the  influence  of  which  a  great  part 
of  this  work  was  written.  It  dif- 
covers  too  keen  an  irritability  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  perfonal  fufferings  of 
the  Author,  and  too  much  declama¬ 
tory  complaint  and  cenfure  of  the 
motives  and  condudt  of  the  national 
aflembly. 

The  44  Agreement  of  Revelation 
and  Reafon  aoainft  Divorce 44  Cuf- 

O 

toms  and  Laws  of  feveral  Ancient 
Nations  with  refpeft  to  Divorce,  by 
Mr.  L*  Abbe  de  Chapt.  de  Raf- 
tignac,  Deputy  to  the  National  Af- 
fembly  and  the  44  Obfervatioris 
on  the  Agreement  of  Revelation  and 
Reafon,  dec.  by  Bouchotte,”  are  two 
fenfibie  and  well  written  publica¬ 
tions  on  the  fubjeft  of  divorce,  in 
which  the  authors  contend  with 
much  calmnefs  of  argument,  and  the 
urbanity  of  gentlemen,  for  the  op- 
pofite  (ides  of  the  queftion  which 
they  refpe&ively  embrace.  The 
French  reviewers,  after  bellowing  a 
confiderable  (hare  of  applaufe  upon 
M.  Raftignac,  fubmit  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  and  opinion  of  M.  Bouchotte. 
44  With  the  greatefl  fimplicity  in  his 
plan,”  fay  they,  44  and  perfpicuity 
m  his  diviflons  of  his  fubjeft, 
he  fubdivides  every  part  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that,  proceeding  from 
theorem  to  theorem,  he  arrives 
at  demonftration.  The  principles 
of  M.  Bouchotte  are  conform¬ 
able  to  reafon,  advantageous  to  mo¬ 
rals,  and  agreeable  to  religion. ” — 
44  The  Theory  of  the  political  Laws  of 
France ;  the  Gallican  Church,  or 
the  Spirit  of  canonical  and  political 
Laws  that  have  governed  that  Church 
during  the  firilfour  Centuries  of  the 
Monarchy  ;  a  Work  in  which  will 
be  found,  with  their  Authorities,  the 
Extent  and  Bounds  of  the  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Powers,  the  Hierarchy  andCom- 
pofition  of  the  inferior  Clergy,  and 
Religious  Orders,  &e.”  is  a  curious 


and  important  work,  the  refult  of 
twenty-five  years  labour,  and  of  ac¬ 
curate  and  deep  refearch.  The  opi¬ 
nions  which  are  laid  down  in  it 
are  drawn  from  the  pureft  fources  3 
the  citations  given  by  fcrupulous  ex- 
ailnefs ;  the  aflertions  founded  on 
fufficient  authority  $  and  the  author 
appears  to  be  attached  to  no  fyftem, 
but  only  to  truth. — 4C  The  Police  of 
Paris  unveiled,  by  Pierre  Manual* 
one  of  the  Adminiftrators  in  1789,” 
exhibits  luch  a  picture  of  the  evils 
of  the  old  government,  drawn  from 
unqueftionable  fources  of  inform¬ 
ation,  as  muft  make  every  friend  to 
humanity  rejoice  in  its  demolition. 
The  chief  chapters  of  this  work  are 
on  the  police  relative  to  bookfellers  ; 
to  men  of  letters ;  to  libels  and 
newfpapers;  to  prieftsj  to  girls  of 
the  town  ;  and  to  grain.— M.  de 
Montlinot’s  44  Eflay  on  Mendicity,” 
is  an  intereflinor  and  benevolent 

o 

work,  which  ha9  engaged  the  notice 
of  the  national  aflembly,  and  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  ena£ting  of  laws  for 
the  relief  of  the  poorer  cl  afles  of  peo¬ 
ple,  that  refledf  the  greatefl  honour 
on  their  wifdom  and  humanity. — 
The  treatife  44  on  a  Domfleic  Tri¬ 
bunal,”  contains  a  number  of  pow¬ 
erful  arguments  in  favour  of  a  laud¬ 
able  inflitution,  which  deferves  a 
place  in  every  well  regulated  govern¬ 
ment.  It  points  out  the  means  of 
conftituting  an  equitable  judicature* 
which  might  judge  of  feparation  be¬ 
tween  hufbands  and  wives,  of  tefta-* 
ments,  contrails  of  marriage, 
guardians,  wards,  See.  and  prevent 
the  two  common  indecent  difputes  * 
of  near  relations  before  courts  of 
law. 

The  treatife  44  on  the  Ballance  of 
Commerce,  and  the  exterior  com¬ 
mercial  Relations  of  France  with  all 
Parts  of  the  Globe,  particularly  at 
the  End  of  the  Reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
and  at  the  Timp  of  the  Revolution, 

&c. 
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&c.  in  2  vols.  oftavo,  and  a  volume  of 
Tables  in  ^to.  by  M.  Arnould, 
Subdire£tor  of  the  Board  for  the 
Ballance  of  Commerce,5’  is  a  very 
important  and  interfiling  work, 
abounding  in  ufeful  information,  la¬ 
borious  enquiries,  and  accurate ftate- 
ments  of  fa£fcs,  which  will  be  highly 
acceptable  to  the  political  oeconomift. 
— The  “  Obfervations  on  Commerce 
in  general,  and  on  that  of  cdiina  in 
particular,”  will  be  chiefly  ufeiul  in 
a  country  like  France,  -where  all 
monopolies  and  exclufive  privileges 
are  abolifhed. — “  The  Agricultural 
journal,  fortheUfe  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Country,  by  the  Abbe 
TeffierTis  a  periodical  work  which 
promifes  to  prove  of  advantage  to 
the  people,  now,  when  their  exer¬ 
tions  to  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment  are  encouraged  by  the  poflef- 
fion  of  freedom.  — The  “  Refults, 
extra&ed  from  a  Work,  entitled,  of 
the  Territorial  Wealth  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  France,  delivered  to  the 
Committee  of  Taxation,  by  M.  La- 
voifier,  publiflied  by  Order  of  the 
National  Aflembly,”  contain  many 
curious  documents  relative  to  the 
produce,  confumption,  population, 
and  territory  of  the  kingdom,  each 
diftinguifhed  into  its  proper  divi- 
flons. — The  “  Eflay  on  the  molt 
important  Subject  of  Agriculture, 
by  M.  I.  Calignon,  Farmer  at  Arc- 
fur-Tille,”  points  out  fome  im¬ 
portant  advantages  which  he  had 
reaped  from  liming  his  feed,  during 
a  courfe  of  long  pra&ice,  and  repeat¬ 
ed  experiment,  which  merits  the 
attention  of  thofe  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture.  His  peculiar  procefs  is  too 
long  to  be  detailed  by  us. —  r  he 
“  Eflay  on  the  Manner  of  contract¬ 
ing  the  Beds  of  Torrents,  and  Ri¬ 
vers,  by  M.  Beraud,  Profeflor  of 
Mathematics,  and  Experimental 
Philofophy,  &c.  printed  by  Order  of 
the  Department  of  the  Mouths  of 
1791. 
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the  Rhone,”  fuggefls  a  very  ufeful 
and  effectual  methqd  of  gaining  and 
fecuring  land  from  the  ravages  of 
water,  which  has  flood  the  teft  of  ex¬ 
perience,  and  is  attended  with  little 
expence.  The  principal  part  of  the 
fcheme  confifts  in  planting  feveral 
rows  of  aquatic  trees,  parallel  to  the 
current,  at  about  two  yards  diflance, 
and  in  two  or  three  years  bending 
them  down  towards  the  water,  firft 
cutting  them  half  through,  about  two 
or  three  feet  from  the  ground.  By 
means  of  the  earth  and  gravel  de- 
pofited  among  their  branches,  a 
fufficient  bank  is  formed. — “  The 
Method  of  making  Wine  from 
Grapes,  in  which  the  Miftakes  of  the 
moll  celebrated  Writers  on  Wine 
are  corredled  ;  and  of  making  vi¬ 
nous  and  ceconomical  Liquors,  with 
divers  Subfiances,  &c.  in  two  Farts, 
by  M,  Jolibet,”  contains  a  number 
of  obfervations,  founded  not  only  in 
theory,  but  on  practice,  which  may 
furnifh  ufeful  hints  to  thofe  who  do 
not  inhabit  wine  countries,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  for  whofe  benefit  it  is 
more  immediately  calculated. — 
“  The  School  of  rural  Architec¬ 
ture,  or  LefTons  by  which  any  one 
may  learn  to  build  fubflantial 
Houfes,  of  feveral  Stories,  with  Earth 
alone,  or  other  Materials  that  are 
common  and  of  low  Price,  by  Francis 
Cointereaux,”  fuggefls  ufeful  advice 
to  thepeafantry  in  France,  conveyed 
in  clear  and  intelligible  terms ;  by 
following  which,  they  may,  with  lit¬ 
tle  trouble,  be  much  more  comfort¬ 
ably  and  neatly  accommodated  than 
they  are  atprefent.—  The  two  “  Me¬ 
moirs  on  the  Management  of  the 
National  Forefts,  presented  to  the 
National  Aflembly,  by  the  royal 
Agricultural  Society,”  are  the  refult 
of  meafu res  which  have  been  for  a 
long  time  taken  by  that  foeiety, 
to  procure  every  '.information  that 
could  enable  it  to  pubiifh  proper 
V  inftfuc- 


[5c6]  FOREIGN  LI 

indrudlions  refpedling  the  lowing, 
planting,  improving,  and  preferv- 
ing  woods  and  forefts.  It  is  diffi¬ 
dent  to  obferve,  that  the  principles 
which  they  difplay  are  clear,  precife, 
conformable  to  theory,  and  fupport- 
ed  by  practice.— The  “  Memoirs  on 
planting  wade  Lands,  particularly 
that  on  the  high  Roads,  &c.  by 
Abbe  Teffier,”  fupport  the  fame 
principles  with  the  above-mentioned 
Memoirs;  and  are  particularly  de- 
fervingof  attention  in  a  country  like 
France,  where  wood,  which  is  their 
principal  fuel,  is  becoming  ex- 
reed  in  ply  fcarce. 

In  Mathematics  and  Philofophv, 
the  fil'd  work  which  demands  our 
attention  is  “  the  Hidory  and  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  at  Paris, For  the  Yean  787.” 
This  volume  contains  a  rich  variety 
of  iptereding  information,  which 
will  be  particularly  acceptable  to  the- 
lovers  of  fcience.  After  detailing, 
asufual,  the  hidory  of  the  academy, 
it  prefects  us  with  many  important 
memoirs,  which,  although  not  clad 
dually  arranged,  may  be  referred  to 
the  beads  of  general  phyfics,  che- 
mi  dry,  anatomy,  natural  hidory, 
ndrnnomy,  geography,  medicine, 
mathematics,  and  political  econo¬ 
my.  Several  of  thofe  papers  which 
belong  to  tile  claffesof  general  phy¬ 
fics,  chenudry,  adronomy,  and  geo¬ 
graphy,  are  particularly  valuable. 
Among  other  contributors,  M. 
Charles,  M.  Sage,  M.  Baume, 
M.  Berthollet,  M.  Fourcroy,  M. 
Fougeroux  de  Bonderoy,  M.  de 
la  Lan de,  M.  le  Gentil,  and 
M.  le  Gendre,  maintain  a  diftin- 
guifhed  rank. — The  next  arti¬ 
cle  winch  we  have  to  announce  is, 
the  “  Account  of  the  Trieononntri- 
cal  Operations  performed  in  France, 
in  the  Year  1787,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  tyFcridians  of  Paris  and 
Greenwich,  by  M.  M.  Caffini,  Me- 
chain,  and  ie  Gendre,  Members  of 
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the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences.” 
This  work  is  divided  into  eight 
chapters.  The  fird  chapter  is  a 
kind  of  journal  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  cemmiffioners  who  met  ge¬ 
neral  Roy,  and  Dr.  Blagden,  at 
Dover,  in  the  year  1787,  in  order  to 
concert  their  plan  of  operations. 
The  three  following  chapters  con¬ 
tain  a  very  minute  defcription  of 
the  indrument  with  which  the 
French  gentlemen  meafured  their 
angles,  together  with  directions  for 
ufing  it.  In  the  fifth  and  fixth 
chapters,  we  have  tables  of  the  le- 
veral  angles  meafured,  together  with 
the  reduction  of  them  to  the  centres 
of  the  refpeftive  Rations,  and  to  the 
horizon.  The  feventh  contains  the 
calculations  of  the  fides  of  each 
triangle,  and  of  the  bearings  of  the 
feveral  Rations  from  Dunkirk.  The 
eighth  contains  a  view  of  the  refults 
of  their  operations,  compared  with 
thofe  of  general  Roy,  This  work, 
in  connexion  with  the  labours  of  our 
countryman,  the  progrefs  of  which 
has  been  regularly  detailed  in  our 
Phdofophical  Tranfadtions,  may 
prove  of  efiential  fervice  to  the  in- 
tereds  of  fciencc. — The  “  Elemen¬ 
tary  Treat ife,  or  Principles  of  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,  founded  on  the 
mod  certain  Djfcoveries,  ancient  or 
modern,  and  confirmed  by  Expe* 
l  ienee,  by  M,  Briffon,  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Teacher  of 
Phvdcs  and  Natural  Hidory  to  the 
Children  of  France,”  in  3  vols,  is 
the  production  of  a  perfon  well 
known  as  a  phdofophical  writer  ; 
which  from  the  copioufntfs  of  its 
matter,  and  the  plainnefs  of  its  dyle, 
will  be  of  great  fervice  to  beginners, 
M.  Briflon  is  a  difciple  of  the  RavoR 
fierian  fchool.  —  To  the  treatifes  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  we  have  to  add  the 
titles  of  the  following;  ‘‘Report 
made  to  the  Academy  pf  Sciences  at 
Paris,  Sept.  7  tR  1790.  of  the  Hv> 
draulic  Expedients  prefented  by 
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M.  Detrouville,  publiftied  by  the 
Commiflaries  of  the  Academy 
44  Military  Ideas  on  the  Compofition 
of  Regiments  of  infantry,  and  the 
Formation  of  Batallions,  by  M. 
Froment,  lateLieut.  Col.  of  the  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Rohan,  deputy  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Aflembly  44  a  Praftical 
Treatife  on  the  Rigging  of  Ships, 
and  other  Sailing  Veffels,  publifhed 
by  Order  of  the  King,  for  the  In- 
ftruftion  of  thole  who  are  intended 
for  the  Sea  Service,  by  M.  Lefcal- 
lier,  Commiflarv  General  of  the 
Colonies,  &c.  in  two  Vols;” 
*{  Hiftory  of  the  principal  Fxperi- 
ments  relative  to  the  chemical  Ana- 
Jyfis  of  atmofpheric  Air,  and  the 
Ufe  of  its  Principles  in  the  Compoli- 
tion  of  various  natural  Bodies,  by 
Fred.  Schurer,  M.  D.”  of  Strafburg  ; 
*4  a  Memoir  on  the  Conftitution  of 
Hydrogenous  Gas,  in  clofe  Veffels, 
read  at  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  May  21ft,  1791,  by  M. 
M.  Fourcroy,  Vauquelin,  and  Se- 
guin  “Eflay  on  the  Theory  of 
the  Volcanoes  of  Auvergne,  by  the 
Chevalier  de  Reynaud  de  Montlo- 
lier  and  44  a  Table  of  Plants  of 
the  Order  of  Fungi,  by  J.  James 
Paulet,  M.  D.  &c.  with  Plates,” 
which  is  the  herald  of  a  grand  work, 
which  the  doftor  is  about  to  publilh 
in  three  volumes. 

Among  the  Hiftorical  productions 
of  France,  we  meet  with  the  third 
and  fourth  volumes  of  the  Abbe  Ge¬ 
rard’s  4‘  Left u res  on  Hiftory,  or 
Letters  from  a  Father  to  a  Son,  on 
the  interefting  Fafts  of  Univerfal 
Hiftory.”  The  former  volumes  of 
this  work  met  with  fo  favourable 
a  reception  from  the  public,  that 
the  author  was  encouraged  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  plan,  which  promiies  to  be 
an  ufeful  and  valuable  abridgement 
of  univerlal  hiftory.  The  prefent 
volumes  reach  from  1209  to  53O  be¬ 
fore  Chrift, — The  “  Memoirs  rela- 

,  * 
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tive  to  the  Hiftorv  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  or  the  United*  Provinces,  in  the 
Year  1787,  by  M.  Mandrilion, 
Member  of  feveral  Academies,  &c.” 
contain  an  account  of  the  well  meant, 
but  unfuccefsful  endeavours  of  the 
author,  to  bring  about  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  the  patriotic  party 
and  the  ftadtholder,  at  the  court  of 
Berlin.  M.  Mandrilion  appears  to 
have  higher  ideas  of  his  own  im¬ 
portance  and  abilities  as  apolitical 
negotiator,  than  were  entertained 
bv  either  of  the  contending  parties. 
— The  “  Letters  from  an  Inhabitant 
of  Paris  to  his  Friends  in  Switzerland 
and  England,  on  the  Events  of  the 
Years  lyBp,  1790,  and  to  the  4th 
of  April  1791,”  as  far  as  tney  are 
hiftorical,  agree,  in  the  main,  with 
the  moll  accurate  and  impartial  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  period  which  he  un¬ 
dertakes  to  defcribe.  But  as  a  po¬ 
litician  and  philofopher,  the  author 
poffefies  but  fmall  claims  to  merit. 
A  great  part  of  his  work  confifts 
of  falfe  reafbning,  and  vague  de¬ 
clamation  againft  the  declaration  of 
rights,  the  application  of  philofo- 
phical  principles  to  government  and 
religion,  and  the  abolition  of  nobi¬ 
lity.  —  M.  Dulaure’s  44  Critical  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Nobility,  from  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  French  Mo¬ 
narchy,  to  our  own  Times,  &c.” 
contains  a  chronological  recital  of 
events  from  the  conqueft  of  Gaul 
by  the  Franks,  not  very  honour¬ 
able  to  the  clafs  of  men  whofe  hif¬ 
tory  he  writes ;  and  which  go  a 
great  way  in  eftablifhing  what  he 
meant  to  prove,  that  they  have  been 
44  the  fcourge  of  liberty,  of  rea- 
fon,  and  of  knowledge,  and  conle- 
quently  the  enemies  of  the  peoole, 
and  of  the  kings.”—  M.  Brizard, 
in  his  44  Hiftorical  Difcourfe  on  the 
Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,'  and 
on  the  Influence  of  Stangers  in 
France,  during  the  League^  in  2 
U  2  Vols, 
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Vols.”  endeavours  to  vindicate  his 
country  from  the  guilt  of  having 
planned  and  perpetrated  that  in¬ 
famous  and  horrid  maffacre.  His 
defign  is  laudable,  and  miiil  have 
arifen  from  a  thorough  deteftatf'on. 
of  the  principles  which  could  fanc- 
tion  the  proceedings  of  that  black 
day.  And  notwithftanding  that  it 
is  impolTible,  in  our  opinion,  en¬ 
tirely  to  wipe  off  the  ffain  from 
France,  and  the  Frenchmen  of  that 
period,  he  has  fucceeded  in  fixing 
the  greateft  part  of  the  criminality 
on  the  Italian  councils  of  Catherine 
de  Medicis,  compofed  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  Birague,  a  Milanefe,  Albert 
de  Gondi  Marfhal  Retz,  a  Floren¬ 
tine,  the  duke  of  Vevers  Gonzague, 
and  other  Italians  ;  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  fubaltern  infamy  on 
Italians,  Lorrainers,  Spaniards,  Pied- 
montefe,  &c.  who  were  their 
creatures.  -  “  The  Hiftory  of  the 
Holy  Chapel  Royal  of  the  Palace, 
by  M.  Morand,  Canon  of  that 
Church,”  adorned  with  feventeen 
copper  plates,  will  be  found  more 
interefting  to  the  antiquary,  than  to 
the  hiftorian.  It  is  divided  into 
four  books.  The  firft  contains  a 
brief  hiftory  of  St.  Louis,  the  found - 
-er  of  the  chapel,  with  an  account  of 
the  reliques  and  other  things  which 
conftitute  what  is  called  theTreafure. 
The  fecond  and  third  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  foundation  of  theeccle- 
fiaftical  body,  eftabliftied  to  guard 
the  precious  depofits,  and  to  pray 
for  the  profperity  of  France,  the 
king  and  royal  family ;  and  the 
fourth  defcribes  the  ancient  ftatues, 
with  an  hiftorical  lift  of  perfons  be¬ 
longing  to  the  chapel,  who  have 
any  way  diftinguifhed  themfelves. 
—The  nature  of  the  work  entitled 
“  a  Collection  of  the  moft  intereft¬ 
ing  Narratives  of  Shipwrecks,  Win¬ 
terings,  Derelictions,  Fires,  Fa¬ 
mines,  and  other  fatal  Events  at  Sea, 
.8 
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that  have  been  publifhed  from  the 
15th  Century  to  the  prefent  Time, 
bv  M.  F).  in  3  Vols.”  is  fufficientlv 
expreffedin  the  title-page.— M.de  St, 
IVlihiel  has  publifned  the  “  Real  Per- 
fon  called  the  Man  with  the  Iron 
Mafk,  a  work  in  which  it  is  (liewn, 
from  inconteftible  proofs,  to  whom 
that  celebrated  unfortunate  owed 
his  birth,  and  when,  and  where  be 
was  born.”  Thefe  inconteftible 
proofs  do  not,  in  our  opinion,  out¬ 
weigh  the  evidence  which  we  have 
feen  in  favour  of  very  different  hy- 
pothefes  from  that  of  M.  Mihiel. 
According  to  his  account,  Anne  of 
Auftria,  after  the  death  of  Louis 
XIII.  married  Cardinal  Mazarine, 
by  whom  Ihe  had  a  fon,  born  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  1644,  whofe  ex- 
iftence  was  concealed,  left  the  queen 
dowager  Ihould  be  deprived  of  the 
regency.  This  fon,  he  contends,  was 
the  famous  man  with  the  iron  mafk. 

In  Biography,  “  the  Lives  of  the 
Superintendants  of  the  Finances, 
and  Comptrollers  General  of 
FYance,  from  Engu errand  de  Marig- 
ny,  to  the  prefent  Time,  in  3  Vols.” 
contain  an  authentic  hiftory  of  the 
moft  infamous  peculations  and  op- 
preflions,  which  were  committed  un-  . 
der  a  fuccefiion  of  weak  and  wretched 
monarchs :  which  exhibit  human 
nature  in  fome  of  its  worft  colours, 
and  defpotifrn  in  its  genuine  ten¬ 
dencies.  Jaques  Coeur,  Sully,  Col-  - 
bert,  and  a  few  others,  are  proper¬ 
ly  diftinguifhed  by  the  author  from 
the  general  mafs  of  wretches,  whofe 
actions  have  condemned  them  to 
eternal  infamy.  The  hiftorical 
and  biographical  anecdotes  connect¬ 
ed  with  their  hiftory,  are  interefting 
and  entertaining, — u  The  Life  of 
Captain  Thurot,”  contains  a  ge« 
nuine  account  of  the  birth,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  incidents  which  marked 
the  career  of  that  diftinguifhed  fea- 
man,  who  was  defervedly  the  idol 
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of  his  countrymen,  and  highly  re- 
fpeCted  by  his  enemies.  This  book 
is  publifhed  for  the  benefit  or  his 
daughter,  who  was  left  by  him  in 
indigent  circnmftances. — The  44  A- 
bridgment  of  the  Life  and  Labours 
of  M.  de  Mirabeau,  &c.  by  M.  Pi- 
thon,”  c.onfift  of  a  flight  and  very 
imperfect  fketch  of  the  character  of 
that  celebrated  politician,  and  ora¬ 
tor,  to  whole  talents,  intrepidity, 
and  eloquence,  the  revolution  in 
France  is  fo  highly  indebted.  Moft, 
however,  of  the  leading  circum- 
ftances  of  his  life  are  detailed  by 
our  author,  in  a  pleafmg  and  in- 
terefling  manner;  with  which  are 
connected  feveral  fpecimens  of  his 
forcible  and  brilliant  orations  in 
the  national  affembly.  We  wifh 
to  fee  a  more  ample  and  complete 
biography  of  the  French  patriot.— 
The  44  Eulogy  of  Cook,  by  P.  L. 
Member  of  feveral  Academies 
the  44  Eulogy  of  Marfhal  de  Van- 
ban,  which  obtained  the  Prize  from 
the  French  Academy,  by  Fr.  Jof. 
Noel  ;•**  and  the  44  Eulogy  of  M. 
de  Fourcroy,  read  at  the  public 
meeting  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  May  14,  1791-.  byM.de 
Condorcet,”  are  interefting  and 
elegant  pieces  of  biography,  which 
are  honourable  to  deceafed  merit, 
and  to  the  mafferly  hands  by  which 
they  have  been  drawn. 

Among  the  books  of  travels  of 
the  year,  we  meet  with  a  44  Voyage 
to  Madagafcar,  and  to  the  Eaft  in¬ 
dies,  by  the  Abbe  Rochon,  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Academies  of  Sciences  of 
Paris  and  Peterfburg,  Marine  Af- 
tronomer,  &c.”  1  he  principal 

part  of  this  valuable  and' interefting 
work  is  occupied  in  a  defcription 
of  Madagafcar ;  which  leads  us  to 
a  better  acquaintance  with  that 
ifland,  its  hiftory,  productions,  in¬ 
habitants,  their  character,  cuftoms, 
and  manners,  than  we  have  been 


able  to  obtain  from  any  preceding 
writers.  In  a  preliminary  dif- 
courfe,  the  author  has  given  an 
account  of  the  eftabliftiments  made 
by  his  countrymen  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Madagafcar,  at  the 
ifland  of  Bourbon,  and  at  the  ifle  of 
France,  which  contains  feme  excel¬ 
lent  remarks  on  the  fettlement 
and  cultivation  of  thofe  i  (lands ; 
and  a  number  of  nautical  obferva- 
tions,  which  feem  important  to  na¬ 
vigators  who  may  purfue  the  fame 
track.  A  defcription  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  productions,  religion,  literature, 
&c.  of  Cochin  China,  clofes  the 
work.  The  Abbe  Rochon  is 
fcientific,  and  phifefophic  travel¬ 
ler  ;  and  his  work  abounds  in  juft, 
liberal,  and  humane  reflections, 
which  do  him  the  greateft  honour. 
— The  44  Travels  through  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  of  America,  in  the  Year 
1-788,  by  J.  P.  Briflot,  Citizen  of 
France,  in  3  Vols.”  were  under¬ 
taken  by  the  author,  in  conftquence 
of  a  plan  that  was  formed,  previous¬ 
ly  to  the  French  revolution,  by  a 
number  of  refpeCtable  perfons,  to 
forfakea  country  which  was  fo  truly 
defpotic,  to  purchafe  lands,  and  to 
eftablifh  a  colony  under  the  mild 
and  equal  government  of  the  United 
States.  From  the  introductory  part 
of  the  work  it  appears,  that  M. 
Briflot  was  commifliontd  to  collect 
every  necefiary  information,  prior 
to  the  execution  of  fo  in  portant  a 
plan.  And  from  the. manner  in  which 
thefe  volumes  are  written,  it  feems 
that  he  was  well  qualified  to  accom- 
plifli  fuch  an  undertaking.  His 
work  contains  much  judicious  in¬ 
formation  with  refpeCt  to  the  flate, 
manners,  and  population  of  the 
towns  ;  the  political,  civil,  and  mi¬ 
litary  fituation  of  the  provinces; 
foils,  produds,  emigrations,  and 
forming  of  colonies;  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  federal  ftates,  and  of 

each 
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each  province  ;  civil,  political,  and 
criminal  laws  ;  climate,  commerce, 
revenues,  expenditures,  &c.  &c. 
which  are  interfperfed  with  philo¬ 
sophical  inveftigations,  pidurefqiie 
descriptions,  and  anecdotes  of  fome 
of  the  moft  didinguidied  characters 
m  the  United  States.  But  the  au¬ 
thor  difc.overs,  on  every  occadon, 
the  mod  illiberal  prejudices  againd 
the  Engiidi  nation,  to  which,  not 
much  to  his  credit  as  a  man,  and 
a  zealous  advocate  for  liberty,  he 
bears  the  mod  blind  and  malig¬ 
nant  antipathy. — The4*  Defcription 
of  Cprfica,  by  M.  Perny  de  Ville- 
neuve,”  gives  a  very  complete  and 
accurate  account  of  the  prefent 
date  of  that  ifland,  its  population, 
inhabitants,  manners,  produce,  &c. 
&c.  In  this  defcription  we  have 
a  -undant  proofs  of  the  evils  attend¬ 
ant  on  a  confufed,  unfettled,  and 
bad  form  of  government.  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  however,  that  the  free¬ 
dom  which  has  been  imparted  to 
the  Corficans,  under  the  new  con- 
ditution,  will  occal'ion  the  rapid 
improvement  of  their  country,  and 
manners. — The  44  Travels  in  Italy, 
by  the  late  M.  Duccios,  Hidorio- 
grapher  of  France,  and  perpetual 
Secretary  to  the  French  Academy,” 
although  they  contain  little  new  in- 
information,  are  written  in  an 
agreeable  and  lively  manner,  and 
contain  a  number  of  excellent  ob- 
lervations  and  reflections,  which 
were  fuggeded  to  the  mind  of  the 
traveller,  by  the  various  moral  and 
political  objects  which  prefented 
themfelves  to  him  during  his  jour¬ 
ney. — The  “  Travels  by  a  French 
Lady,  in  Switzerland,  and  Franche 
Comte,  dace  the  Revolution  in 
France,  iri  2  Vols.”  appear  to  be 
written  by  a  perfon  who  was  either 
well  acquainted  with. the  places  de¬ 
fer!  bed,  or  who  has  borrowed  freely 
from  preceding  travellers,  with  a 
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fmall  alteration  in  the  dyie  and 
words.  They  are  drawn  up  in  the 
epidolary  form,  by  one  who  affumes 
the  charader  of  a  fair  royalid,  who 
enjoyed  a  penfion  from  the  late 
court  of  France,  and  ded  from  her 
country  jud  before  the  dedrudion 
of  the  Badile.  What  is  introduced 
into  them,  of  a  political  nature,  con- 
fids  only  of  trite  declamation,  and 
dale  exaggerated  accounts  of  fome 
of  the  diforders  which  attended 
the  revolution,  taken  from  the  pub¬ 
lic  papers.—4'4  The  Order  of  Malta 
Unveiled,  or  a  Tour  to  Malta,  with 
Obfervations  hidorical,  philofophi- 
cal,  and  critical,  on  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Knights  of  Malta,  their  Man¬ 
ners,  the  State  and  Produdions  of 
the  Ifland,  and  the  Religion  and 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants,  by  M. 
Carafi,”  in  2  vols.  is  an  intereding 
arid  entertaining  narrative,  which 
feems  to  be  drawn  up  with  a  jud 
regard  to  truth  and  impartiality,  al¬ 
though  the  refult  of  it  does  not 
give  us  very  favourable  impreffions 
of  the  utility  and  refpedability  of 
the  order  of  Malta. 

The  lad  department  in  our  hido- 
ry  of  the  literature  of  France,  we 
allign  to  mifcellaneous  publications. 
In  this  number  we  include  44  the 
Ruins :  or  Refiedions  on  the  Revo¬ 
lutions  of  Empires,  by  M.  Volney, 
Deputy  to  the  National  Adembly  in 
178c;.”  This  is  a  very  lingular 
produdion,  in  which  a  great  varie¬ 
ty  of  topics,  moral,  religious,  and 
political,  are  difeufted;  many  of 
them  in  a  liberal  and  fenfible/and 
others  in  a  fanciful  and  very  excep¬ 
tionable  manner.  The  objed  of 
the  author  is,  to  trace  the  caufes 
of  the  dilfolntioii  of  empires,  and  to 
invedigate  the  origin  of  the  clif- 
ierences  and  difputes,  which,  at  va¬ 
rious  periods,  have  agitated  the 
minds  of  men,  and  have  fpread  mi- 
fery  over  every  part  of  the  globe. 

And 
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And  his  fentiments  are  publifhed 
by  him,  to  correct  and  reftrain  the 
wanderings  of  error  and  prejudice, 
and  by  propagating  what  he  deems 
to  be  important  truth,  to  promote 
the  public  benefit.— The  Dreams 
and  Vifions  of  a  Philofopher,  by  M. 
Merder,  Author  of  the  Tableau  de 
Paris,  in  2  Vols.”  contains  a  great 
variety  of  remarks,  written  in  the 
author’s  well-known  ftyle,  on  love, 
war,  antiquity,  monarchy,  tyranny, 
a  happy  world,  felfifiinefs,  optimifm, 
heraldry,  fortune  and  glory,  Mo¬ 
hammed,  gSemiramis,  covetoufnefs, 
opulence,  &c.  &c. — The  “  Letters 
on  the  Confefiions  of  J.  J.  Roufieau, 
by  M.  Ginguene,”  contain  an  able 
apology  for  the  author  of  the  Con- 
felfions,  which  will  be  read  with 
pleafure  by  the  friends  of  that  phi¬ 
lofopher,  and  which  does  honour  to 
the  talents  and  judgment  of  the  au¬ 
thor. — The  “  Principles,  Senti¬ 
ments/and  Maxims  of  the  the  Ab¬ 
be  Maury,  Member  of  the  National 
Aflemblv,”  confift  of  a  crude. farra- 
go  of  palfages,  taken  from  the  au¬ 
thor’s  fpeeches  and  papers,  thrown 
together  without  any  order,  many 
of  which  are  worthy  the  charaCler 
of  the  Abbe,  as  a  ronfpicuous  and 
leading  party  orator,  and  others  too 
trifling  and  unimportant  to  be  ob¬ 
truded  on  the  public. — The  volume 
of  “  Memorable  Sayings, See.  colleCl- 
ed  by  Gabriel  Brotier,  formerly 
Librarian  at  the  College  of  Louis 
the  Great,  &c.  published  by  his 
Nephew,  A.  C.  Brotier,”  con  lifts  of 
a  number  of  apothegms,  fele&ed  in 
the  manner  of  Plutarch,  commen¬ 
cing  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  when  genius  began  to  revive  ; 
which  will  furnilh  much  amufement 
in  the  hours  of  relaxation. — The 
“  Report  concerning  general  Edu¬ 
cation,  made  in  the  Committee  of 
Conftitution,  to  the  National  Af- 
fembJy,  on  the  ioth;  nth,  and  19th, 


of  September  1791,  by  M.  de  Tai- 
leyrand-Perigord,  late  Bifhop  of 
Autun,  printed  by  Order  of  the 
Affembly,”  after  enumerating  the 
differences  which  are  fo  confpicuous 
in  the  prefent  fyftems  of  education, 
propofes  a  plan  for  public  education 
for  the  kingdom  at  large,  in  which 
infltruCtion  fhall  be  extended  to 
man’s  phyfical,  intellectual,  and 
moral  faculties;  the  particulars  of 
which  are  too  numerous  to  be  re¬ 
cited  by  us.  This  work  abounds  in 
judicious  remarks,  linking  obferva- 
tions,  and  excellent  fentiments,  in¬ 
termixed  with  others  that  appear  to 
us  to  be  more  brilliant  than  folid  ; 
and  to  refult  from  a  fondnefs  for 
fyftem,  rather  than  from  the  deci- 
lions  of  analogy  and  experience. — 
The  “New  Eflayson  Education,  or 
a  Selection  of  the  molt  beautiful 
Palfages  in  ancient  or  modern  Hif- 
tory,  interfperfed  with  Dialogues, 
Anecdotes,  Fables,  Tales,  &c.  by 
M.  Freville,  in  3  Vols.”  is  a  plCaf- 
ing  work,  which  deferves  to  be  re* 
commended  to  thofe  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  courfe  of  a  fchool  edu¬ 
cation.  — 1  he  “  Leflons  from  a  Go- 
vernefs  to  her  Pupils,  &c.  by  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Sillery  Brulart,”  formerly 
the  countefs  Genlis,  in  2  vols.  is  a 
work  which  the  inftruCtors  of  youth 
may  read  with  much  pleafure  and 
improvement.  In  it  the  celebrated 
authorels  defeends  from  theory  to 
practice,  and  prefents  us  with  a 
journal  of  the  real  incidents  which 
occurred  in  her  education  of  the? 
children  of  the  houfe  of  Orleans, 
three  boys  and  a  girl. — “  The  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Henry  IV.  by  M,  D.  of 
Bearn,  in  2  Vols.”  i§  a  work  writ¬ 
ten  in  imitation  of  Xenophon’s  Cy* 
ropsedia,  which  is  not  deftitute  of 
merit,  potvvithftanding  that  it  will 
bear  no  kind  of  comparifon  with 
that  moft  excellent  model.  The 
narrative  part  is  compiled  from  va¬ 
rious 
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nous  memoirs  and  hiftories  of  the 
period  to  which  it  refers.  That 
part  which  relat  s  to  the  education 
of  Henry,  confifts  of  converfations 
betweeu  him  and  his  inftru&ors, 
which  turn,  chiefly,  on  well-known 
hiftorical  anecdotes,  and  abound  in 
juft  and  ufeful  reflections. 

u  Nicodemus  in  the  Moon,  or 
the  Political  P.evolution,  a  Trifle  in 
in  Profe,  in  3  a£ts,  interfperfed  with 
Songs,”  is  a  dramatic  piece  which 
has  been  uncommonly  fuccefsful 
on  the  French  ftage.  It  alludes  to 
tke  circumftances  of  the  nation  pre- 
vWufly  to  the  revolution,  and  the 
important  objects  intended  to  be 
fecured  by  that  event.— “  Paul, 
and  Virginia,”  is  another  comedy, 
in  3  a<fts,  in  profe,  interfperfed  with 
fongs,  which  has  been  very  favour¬ 


ably  received. — u  Gonfalvo  de  Cor¬ 
dova,  or  the  Conqueft  of  Grenada, 
by  M.  Florian,”  in  2  vols.  is  a 
pleafing  and  interefting  hiftorical 
romance,  written  in  that  kind  of 
poetical  profe,  of  which  our  neigh¬ 
bours  the  French  are  great  admir¬ 
ers.  Prefixed  to  the  work,  the  au¬ 
thor  has  given  an  hiftorical  view  of 
the 'Moors  in  Spain;  which  con¬ 
tains  a  concife  account  of  the  revo- 
lutio  s  in  their  empire,  compofed 
in  a  lively  elegant  ftyle,  calculated 
to  give  the  reader  juft  ideas  of  their 
national  character  and  manners. 

As  we  have  recieved  no  account 
of  the  literary  productions  of  Spain, 
or  of  Portugal,  fince  the  publication 
of  our  laft  volume,  we  fhall,  in  this 
place,  clofe  our  view  of  Foreign  li¬ 
terature  for  the  year  1791* 
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In  the  laft  Volume  of  the  New  Annual  Register,  p*  [180] 
Poetry,  in  the  fecond  line  of  the  fecond  Sonnet,  for  bufy  read  breez-y* 
In  the  feventh  line  of  the  fame  Sonnet,  p.  [181.]  for  aim'd  read 
arm'd* 
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